The Last Word

THE CHIMES - June 2022
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

“The whole being of any
Christian is faith and love. Faith
brings the person to God, love
brings the person to people. “
Martin Luther
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and seniors must plan for extreme heat.
Additionally, volunteerism and charity drop
during the summer months as individuals
plan vacations and trips, and as people
attend family gatherings and outings.
Schedules seem to get significantly busier.
This means that places like food pantries
experience both increased need and less
availability of their volunteers at the same
time. The summer would be an excellent
time to reach out to local pantries and
shelters to find out how you can help.
Perhaps it’s time to make a call to The
Extended Hand Ministries in Mt. Holly to
volunteer. They offer community meals, a
food pantry, and shelter for those in need,
and they are looking for volunteers nearly
every day of the week. Call Mike at (609)
914-4270 to volunteer.

Dear Church,

God calls us to be disciples, but what does
that mean? Often times we think about
prayer, generosity, worship and service as
the primary acts of discipleship. However,
during the summer, these discipleship
practices often get left on the back-burner
as we make more time for fun, vacations,
and celebrations. While all of these things
are important, we must not forget God’s
call for us to live as disciples.
As we enter into the summer months, we
often expect the church to slow down in
terms of programming and expectations.
While that may be true in some ways—
there are no big festivals coming up for a
while after Pentecost on June 5, choirs are
not rehearsing as regularly, and church
attendance often drops as well—the truth is
that the needs of the church and the needs
of the community remain steady, or
perhaps even increase, over the summer.

Meanwhile, the needs of the church remain
steady, too. We are regularly in need of
worship assistants for weekly worship.
Even if you missed the training sessions
offered in May, you’re always invited to
sign up and learn. It would be wonderful if
the sign-up sheet were filled ahead of time
so Rosanne didn’t have to seek volunteers
throughout the week. We’re also in need of
volunteers for Vacation Bible School,
property upkeep, and a variety of
committees would love your help. There
truly is something for everyone!

When kids come home for the summer,
families have increased meal expenses in
the absence of school breakfast and lunch
programs. Childcare expenses increase as
families must make arrangements for
weekday care. Electricity bills increase
with the use of air conditioning and fans,

The expenses at church also tend to
increase during the summer. As schedules
fill up with other things and church
attendance drops, perhaps it’s time to
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Join your St. Paul’s family for a night
of fun and fellowship!!
Saturday, July 30 at 6:30 PM
Trenton Thunder Faith & Family Night

Tickets are $8.00 per person
(minimum 20 people—regular price $12)
Pre-game faith based music
Post-game fireworks!
Sign up in the narthex by June 12!
See Don Potts or Rosanne with questions.
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Aging

the positive descriptions of aging can
improve our will to live.

People’s beliefs about
aging have a profound
impact upon their
health.*

The next Snippets article in the July
Chimes will provide details of how age
beliefs can be best changed.

Our beliefs influence everything from our
memory and sensory perceptions to how
well we walk, how fully we recover from
disabling illness and how long we live.
This article by Judith Graham of Kaiser
Health Organization** is a review of a new
book by Becca Levy of Yale, a leading
expert on this topic.*** This article is the
first of two.

*Philadelphia Inquirer, Sunday April 24, 2022,
page G3
**new book- ‘Breaking the Age Code: How
Your Beliefs About Aging Determine How Long
and Well You Live’ by Becca Levy
***Becca Levy, Professor of psychology and
epidemiology, Yale University

When aging is seen as a negative
experience characterized by terms such as
decrepit, incompetent, dependent, and
senile, we tend to experience more stress in
later life and engage less often in healthy
behavior such as exercise. When views are
positive signaled by words such as wise,
alert, accomplished, and creative, we are
more likely to be active and resilient and to
have a stronger will to live.

These internalized beliefs about aging are
mostly unconscious, formed from early
childhood on as we absorb messages from
TV, movies, books, advertisements, and
other forms of popular culture. They vary
by individual, and they’re distinct from
prejudice and discrimination against older
adults in the social sphere.

Mark Your Calendars!
On Sunday, June 12 and Sunday, July 10,
we will be having one blended service at
10:00 AM.

consider using Vanco (formerly “Simply
Giving”) to make automated donations to
the church. You can set it up easily through
the church’s website (www.stpaulsh.org)
and click the “Online Giving” button or
you can contact Rosanne Scassero or Ken
Hibbert for more information. If you would
like to increase or adjust the amount of our
automated giving, simply contact Ken
Hibbert. He can manage this easily for you.

Join the Church!!

Pastor Hahn is preparing
to host new members
classes this summer. Are
you looking to join the
church? Not sure if you ever made it
“official”? Now is a great time to join the
church. By joining the church, you are
partnering with St. Paul’s in mission and
The Holy Spirit has gathered us together as ministry. You have the opportunity to
share in the leadership and decisionthe church to help us grow together as
disciples. We are called to work together, making processes of the congregation, and
the church promises to love and support
to support one another, and pray for one
another. We join with one another to pray you in your faith journey.
more deeply, give more generously,
If you are interested in joining the church
worship more sincerely, and serve more
or want to make sure you are listed as an
humbly. And, as we gather together in
worship, we celebrate the new life that we active member, let the church office know!
see around us, and we pray for strength and Pastor Hahn will be in touch before classes
begin.
endurance to continue serving God
throughout the world.
I encourage you to find new ways to
participate in the life of the church and the
community this summer! How will you
continue your life of discipleship?
Peace,
Rev. Jessica Hahn

Pastoral Acts for May
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Weddings: None

More than 400 scientific studies have
shown the impact of our beliefs about
aging. Becca Levy, in multiple studies, has
shown that exposing older folks like us to
14

3

Another Core Value that council identified
was St. Paul’s Endurance. The church has
been alive in the community of Hainesport/
Mt. Holly for 155 years and has weathered
bad times and celebrated good times.
Frankly, the last five years have been tough
for St. Paul’s for a variety of reasons and
some suffering has occurred. You will be
hearing about money soon from other
sources: the Stewardship Committee,
Pastor, etc. We are thankful for the
congregation’s generosity toward special
projects, like the roof, Eagle Scout, and
refugee support. However, this year, as in
2021, the church parish account has been
operating in the “red”; that is, the total of
monthly offerings (income) received is not
enough to cover our expenses. And this is
not because we are overspending; in fact,
year-to-date expenses overall are only 75%
of the budget approved by the congregation
in December 2021. But, our offerings are
only 65% of budget! This has forced us to
borrow from ourselves, meaning, we have
to move money from our other fund assets
(assets that are designated for capital
projects, scholarships, camperships, etc.) to
pay the monthly bills such as staff salaries,
electricity, property maintenance, and all
the rest. We were hoping April - the
“Easter month” - would gather an
extraordinary total of offerings to offset the
deficit, but despite a superlative string of
extraordinarily inspiring services related to
Easter, April (astonishingly) was our
lowest income month in 2022. And…we
are going into summer, which is
traditionally our lowest income months of
the year. Naturally, we cannot sustain this
trend forever.

Some of you may remember the song,
“June is Bustin’ Out All Over” from the
Broadway musical “Carousel”. In
continuing activities that began in May
with the (very successful) Flower Sale and
Yard Sale, St. Paul’s Youth programs are
bustin’ out of the gate in June with
celebrations of Confirmation (June 5), a
Book (and DVD and CD) and Bake Sale
(June 4-18), a Youth-delivered-sermon on
Saturday, June 11 and Sunday, June 12
(one blended service at 10:00 AM). Pastor
Hahn is also conferring with several
families about a possible First Communion
service to be held later in the summer. And
finally, the Youth will begin preparations
for a service trip to Washington DC that
will take place in the second week of July.
Why am I (justifiably) trumpeting these
Youth activities? Because council has
begun an effort to sharpen our Mission
Statement and Vision for the Future by
identifying Core Values that make St.
Paul’s stand out as unique. One of the
values we identified is Family: St. Paul’s
offers a cradle-to-grave mission that
includes continuing education, worship and
celebration, service to the church and
community, fellowship, and engendering a
feeling of family within true believers. By
engaging our Youth in regular activities
within the church, we are helping to build a
Christian character that will sustain them
throughout their lives.
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VBS at St. Paul’s!!
It’s going to be
MONUMENTAL!
Come on a Southwestern
adventure!
Explore deserts, mountains
and more!
What are we searching for?
God’s Greatness!
We can’t wait to see you!
July 25-29, 1:00—4:00 PM

With Youth Group, Confirmation, and
Sunday School wrapping up and VBS
coming up, this is a great time to recognize
all of our Youth Volunteers!!
Bev Grazioli is our Sunday School
Director, and she always comes up with
great ways to connect with our SS Friends!
Of course she has her trusty helpers: Sandy
Sambucci, Laurie Maccri, Krissy Soltesz
and Trish Colbridge.
Jason Reed and Bev headed up
Confirmation this year preparing the
confirmands for their Affirmation of
Baptism.
Erick Soles and Marisa Bozarth led the
Youth Group, planning lessons, fun
activities and fundraisers!

And we know many of these people and
more will be helping out with VBS is July!
To all of our Youth Volunteers….

Sign-up in the narthex!

We appreciate you!!

See Ms. Bev for more details!!
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Attention
High School
Seniors
St. Paul’s offers a
scholarship opportunity to high school
seniors who are pursuing higher education.

The Book and Bake Sale is back!!
If you are interested in applying for the
Kick-off is June 4/5. The bake
scholarship, please contact the church
sale will be that weekend. Books office to obtain an application.
will remain out for sale for two
The application deadline has been
extended to June 15.
weeks.
Have books to donate? You can
drop them off until June 3.
Want to buy books? Drop you
donation in the box on the table.

Wrapped in Love
June 12, 2022

We are in need of more bakers!
Celebrating all High
School Graduates
There is a sign-up sheet in the
narthex to donate baked goods for Each high school graduate
receives a quilt handmade
the sale! Thank you!
by our Needle & Thread Group.
If you or your child will be a High School
Graduate this year and would like to
participate in this Faith Milestone, please
contact the church office by June 6.
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So what do we do? The only ways of
resolving “red” financial operations is to
lower expenses or increase income (or a
combination of both). Because I am not
yet willing to propose a severe lockdown
on all non-essential expenses, I personally
felt a need to go the other way. I have
examined my own finances and after
prayerful consideration, I will be
increasing my monthly offerings to the
church by 25%. This will incur some
changes (deletions) in other parts of my
budget…but St. Paul’s is extremely
important to my own Christian journey so
some other less-important interests gotta go
by the wayside. As I have done with
council, I encourage you to prayerfully
consider your own financial situation to see
if you, too, can increase your giving.

COVID-19 Alert and Update

And remember, as with our Savior, Jesus
Christ…

In the past three weeks, a surge in COVID19 has been reported in Burlington County.
The average number of reported cases has
risen 73% and the number of
hospitalizations has increased 65%. The
New Jersey Department of Health has
posted a CALI (COVID Activity Level
Index) score of “3 – High” for Burlington
County and the Percent Positivity rate is
now over 12%. Two members of the
congregation have tested positive over the
past two weeks.

We are still Alive! We still Endure! And
with the help of God, St. Paul’s will
continue to do so.

In response to this surge, St. Paul’s Parish
Health Ministry team encourages the
following:

Don Potts, Council President

•

•
•

Did you know you can get the
council minutes
electronically? Call or email
the church office if you would
like to receive the minutes by
email each month

Wear a mask inside the church (People
with symptoms, a positive test, or
exposure to someone with COVID19 should also wear a mask)
Get tested if you have symptoms
Stay up to date with COVID-19
vaccines.

The symptom trend of this COVID variant
is "flu like symptoms" but low loss of
life. To protect yourself, your family, and
others from illness, please choose the
recommendations shown above. Thank you
and may God protect you.
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The bake sale will be held on the opening
weekend, and the books will be available
for purchase for two weeks after that.

Social Ministry

Red Cross
Blood Drives

Food Pantry

Our food pantry collection Please consider giving blood and being a
is ongoing. You can drop HERO!
food off during office hours or on Saturday
or Sunday.
Donors who give between June 1– 30
receive a $5 gift card to a merchant of their
Suggested items for this month oatmeal
choice. Donors will also be automatically
(packets or individual cups), single-serve
entered for a chance to win a VIP trip to
macaroni and cheese, individual snacks
Memphis and Graceland for two!
(granola bars, protein bars, dried fruits and
nuts) and peanut butter and jelly.
Our next blood drive will be held on
Friday, June 17. You can sign up at
The shelters are also in need of paper and redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code St
cloth bags. Thank you for your generosity! Paul Lutheran Hainesport or email the
office at stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org.
Thank you!

Baking for Mt.
Nebo

Can Tabs

Thank you to all who have
continued to provide baked
goods for Mt. Nebo! They are greatly
appreciated!

We are still collecting can
tabs to benefit Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia. You can drop off
your can tabs in the vestibule during office
hours or in the narthex after services.
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
Please contact Joyce Alexander if you have
in the narthex or you can contact the office any questions. Thank you!
to sign up. Contact Rosanne with
questions.
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We are in need of more bakers! There is
sign-up sheet in the narthex!! Please drop
your baked goods off between June 1—3.
They can be left in the kitchen.

It may have been raining outside, but the
sun was sure shining inside of St. Paul’s
for the indoor yard sale and outside of the
building for the flower pick-up!

Sunday, July 10—Saturday, July 16 will be
our St. Paul’s Summer Serving Fun Youth
Trip!

The youth group would like to thank
everyone who purchased flowers this
year. Thanks to your generosity, the youth
made an amazing $1,200.00 from the
sale. Thank you to Laurie Maccri and
Sandy Sambucci for heading up the flower
sale, and thank you to everyone who
graciously volunteered their time to work
in the pouring rain for flower pick-up!

Registration is open through June 5!
Contact Marisa Bozarth for registration
details! Need more information? See
Jason Reed.
We can’t wait for this opportunity to serve
and to fellowship with our Youth!!

The yard sale had to be inside due to rain,
but despite the rain, the youth made a
record breaking $3300.00 from the yard
sale! A HUGE thank you to everyone who
cleared out their homes, attics, garages,
and yards to donate items to the yard
sale. Thank you to Marisa Bozarth for
heading up the yard sale and a huge thank
you to everyone who helped with sorting
items on Friday evening and during the
yard sale on Saturday.

Trish Colbridge

The book and bake sale officially begins
on June 4/5, however, you are welcome to
look and purchase at any time. This sale is
on a “donation” purchase, so whatever
you’d like to donate for your selections is
welcomed by the youth. You can place
your donations in the box on the table.
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Congratulations
to our Confirmand
Dalton Kimball

Calling All
Artists!

Sunday School – Summer’s Here!

Do you have some kind
of artistic talent? In
early November, St.
Paul’s is considering holding an art show
and silent auction of pieces crafted by
members of the church community. Quilts
from the Needle & Thread group will be
featured.

Hello Sunday School Friends!!
It’s hard to believe that we’ve had our
last Sunday School class until the fall!
Our season may have been shorter than
usual, but oh, how wonderful it was to
be back together again in person!

John & Rina Johnson
All American Senior Living
351 US Highway 206, Apt. 110
Hillsborough, NJ 08844

If you are a painter, woodworker, crafter,
embroiderer, knitter or some other form of
artist, we invite you to begin thinking
about what you might like to create for this
event! For those that attend, it will be a
great opportunity to think about Christmas
gifts, plus an opportunity to share your
generosity with the church.

We learned about the love of Jesus, and
how God is F.a.i.t.h (Forever Active in
This Heart).
We sang songs, had snacks, made
crafts and, of course, learned all sorts
of amazing things!
Thank you to all our Sunday School
Friends for coming out, and all of our
Sunday School helpers!! Ms. Sandy,
Ms. Laurie, Ms. Krissy and Ms. Trish!
We couldn’t do SS without you!

If you would be interested in helping to
plan and organize this event, please talk to
Pastor Hahn! More details will be
available in the coming months!

We may not have Sunday School in the
summer, but we do have VBS! Our
VBS this year will be held July 25—29
and it’s going to be MONUMENTAL!
We can’t wait to see you at VBS and
then to be back together for SS in the
Fall!

Gift Cards
Acme and ShopRite gift
cards are still available for purchase! The
church purchases these cards at a discount,
so you are helping the church when you
buy one (or more!).

Bev Grazioli
Beverly.j@outlook.com

You can contact Ken Hibbert or Rosanne
Scassero to purchase cards.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
6:00 PM Trevose Weigh-In
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

2
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)
7:00 PM Property Mtg (CR)

3
6:00 PM NJ School of
Music Recitals (S)

4
2:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recitals (S)
5:00 PM Worship
7:00 PM NJSM Recitals (S)
9:00 PM NA (CR)
Pentecost

5
9:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Worship (with
Confirmation)
2:00 PM NJ School of
Music Recitals (S)
Pentecost

6
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)

7
7:00 PM AA (PH)
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S)

8
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
6:00 PM Trevose Weigh-In
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

9
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)
6:30 Finance Team Mtg
(CR)
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11
3:00 PM NJ School of
Music Recitals (S)
4:00 NJSM Recital (M)
5:00 PM Worship
7:00 NJSM Recital (M)
9:00 PM NA (CR)

12
10:00 AM Worship
Wrapped in Love
2:00 PM NJ School of
Music Recitals (S)

13
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)

14
7:00 PM AA (PH)

15
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
6:00 PM Trevose Weigh-In
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

16
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)
7:00 PM Council Meeting
(CR)

17
9:00 AM Blood Drive

18
5:00 PM Worship
9:00 PM NA (CR)

19
9:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Worship

20
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)

21
7:00 PM AA (PH)

22
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
6:00 PM Trevose Weigh-In
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

23
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)

24

25
5:00 PM Worship
9:00 PM NA (CR)

26
9:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Worship

27
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)

28
10:00 AM EGA (PH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S)

29
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
6:00 PM Trevose Weigh-In
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

30
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)

Church Bldg
H - Heritage Room
M - Music Room
N - Narthex
O - Church Office
PH - Parish Hall
Z - Zoom

Ed - Education
Wing
S - Sanctuary
CR - Conference
Room

Calling All
Artists!
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early November, St.
Paul’s is considering holding an art show
and silent auction of pieces crafted by
members of the church community. Quilts
from the Needle & Thread group will be
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Hello Sunday School Friends!!
It’s hard to believe that we’ve had our
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Our season may have been shorter than
usual, but oh, how wonderful it was to
be back together again in person!
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so you are helping the church when you
buy one (or more!).
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The bake sale will be held on the opening
weekend, and the books will be available
for purchase for two weeks after that.

Social Ministry

Red Cross
Blood Drives

Food Pantry

Our food pantry collection Please consider giving blood and being a
is ongoing. You can drop HERO!
food off during office hours or on Saturday
or Sunday.
Donors who give between June 1– 30
receive a $5 gift card to a merchant of their
Suggested items for this month oatmeal
choice. Donors will also be automatically
(packets or individual cups), single-serve
entered for a chance to win a VIP trip to
macaroni and cheese, individual snacks
Memphis and Graceland for two!
(granola bars, protein bars, dried fruits and
nuts) and peanut butter and jelly.
Our next blood drive will be held on
Friday, June 17. You can sign up at
The shelters are also in need of paper and redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code St
cloth bags. Thank you for your generosity! Paul Lutheran Hainesport or email the
office at stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org.
Thank you!

Baking for Mt.
Nebo

Can Tabs

Thank you to all who have
continued to provide baked
goods for Mt. Nebo! They are greatly
appreciated!

We are still collecting can
tabs to benefit Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia. You can drop off
your can tabs in the vestibule during office
hours or in the narthex after services.
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
Please contact Joyce Alexander if you have
in the narthex or you can contact the office any questions. Thank you!
to sign up. Contact Rosanne with
questions.
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We are in need of more bakers! There is
sign-up sheet in the narthex!! Please drop
your baked goods off between June 1—3.
They can be left in the kitchen.

It may have been raining outside, but the
sun was sure shining inside of St. Paul’s
for the indoor yard sale and outside of the
building for the flower pick-up!

Sunday, July 10—Saturday, July 16 will be
our St. Paul’s Summer Serving Fun Youth
Trip!

The youth group would like to thank
everyone who purchased flowers this
year. Thanks to your generosity, the youth
made an amazing $1,200.00 from the
sale. Thank you to Laurie Maccri and
Sandy Sambucci for heading up the flower
sale, and thank you to everyone who
graciously volunteered their time to work
in the pouring rain for flower pick-up!

Registration is open through June 5!
Contact Marisa Bozarth for registration
details! Need more information? See
Jason Reed.
We can’t wait for this opportunity to serve
and to fellowship with our Youth!!

The yard sale had to be inside due to rain,
but despite the rain, the youth made a
record breaking $3300.00 from the yard
sale! A HUGE thank you to everyone who
cleared out their homes, attics, garages,
and yards to donate items to the yard
sale. Thank you to Marisa Bozarth for
heading up the yard sale and a huge thank
you to everyone who helped with sorting
items on Friday evening and during the
yard sale on Saturday.

Trish Colbridge

The book and bake sale officially begins
on June 4/5, however, you are welcome to
look and purchase at any time. This sale is
on a “donation” purchase, so whatever
you’d like to donate for your selections is
welcomed by the youth. You can place
your donations in the box on the table.
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Attention
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St. Paul’s offers a
scholarship opportunity to high school
seniors who are pursuing higher education.

The Book and Bake Sale is back!!
If you are interested in applying for the
Kick-off is June 4/5. The bake
scholarship, please contact the church
sale will be that weekend. Books office to obtain an application.
will remain out for sale for two
The application deadline has been
extended to June 15.
weeks.
Have books to donate? You can
drop them off until June 3.
Want to buy books? Drop you
donation in the box on the table.

Wrapped in Love
June 12, 2022

We are in need of more bakers!
Celebrating all High
School Graduates
There is a sign-up sheet in the
narthex to donate baked goods for Each high school graduate
receives a quilt handmade
the sale! Thank you!
by our Needle & Thread Group.
If you or your child will be a High School
Graduate this year and would like to
participate in this Faith Milestone, please
contact the church office by June 6.
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So what do we do? The only ways of
resolving “red” financial operations is to
lower expenses or increase income (or a
combination of both). Because I am not
yet willing to propose a severe lockdown
on all non-essential expenses, I personally
felt a need to go the other way. I have
examined my own finances and after
prayerful consideration, I will be
increasing my monthly offerings to the
church by 25%. This will incur some
changes (deletions) in other parts of my
budget…but St. Paul’s is extremely
important to my own Christian journey so
some other less-important interests gotta go
by the wayside. As I have done with
council, I encourage you to prayerfully
consider your own financial situation to see
if you, too, can increase your giving.

COVID-19 Alert and Update

And remember, as with our Savior, Jesus
Christ…

In the past three weeks, a surge in COVID19 has been reported in Burlington County.
The average number of reported cases has
risen 73% and the number of
hospitalizations has increased 65%. The
New Jersey Department of Health has
posted a CALI (COVID Activity Level
Index) score of “3 – High” for Burlington
County and the Percent Positivity rate is
now over 12%. Two members of the
congregation have tested positive over the
past two weeks.

We are still Alive! We still Endure! And
with the help of God, St. Paul’s will
continue to do so.

In response to this surge, St. Paul’s Parish
Health Ministry team encourages the
following:

Don Potts, Council President

•

•
•

Did you know you can get the
council minutes
electronically? Call or email
the church office if you would
like to receive the minutes by
email each month

Wear a mask inside the church (People
with symptoms, a positive test, or
exposure to someone with COVID19 should also wear a mask)
Get tested if you have symptoms
Stay up to date with COVID-19
vaccines.

The symptom trend of this COVID variant
is "flu like symptoms" but low loss of
life. To protect yourself, your family, and
others from illness, please choose the
recommendations shown above. Thank you
and may God protect you.
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Another Core Value that council identified
was St. Paul’s Endurance. The church has
been alive in the community of Hainesport/
Mt. Holly for 155 years and has weathered
bad times and celebrated good times.
Frankly, the last five years have been tough
for St. Paul’s for a variety of reasons and
some suffering has occurred. You will be
hearing about money soon from other
sources: the Stewardship Committee,
Pastor, etc. We are thankful for the
congregation’s generosity toward special
projects, like the roof, Eagle Scout, and
refugee support. However, this year, as in
2021, the church parish account has been
operating in the “red”; that is, the total of
monthly offerings (income) received is not
enough to cover our expenses. And this is
not because we are overspending; in fact,
year-to-date expenses overall are only 75%
of the budget approved by the congregation
in December 2021. But, our offerings are
only 65% of budget! This has forced us to
borrow from ourselves, meaning, we have
to move money from our other fund assets
(assets that are designated for capital
projects, scholarships, camperships, etc.) to
pay the monthly bills such as staff salaries,
electricity, property maintenance, and all
the rest. We were hoping April - the
“Easter month” - would gather an
extraordinary total of offerings to offset the
deficit, but despite a superlative string of
extraordinarily inspiring services related to
Easter, April (astonishingly) was our
lowest income month in 2022. And…we
are going into summer, which is
traditionally our lowest income months of
the year. Naturally, we cannot sustain this
trend forever.

Some of you may remember the song,
“June is Bustin’ Out All Over” from the
Broadway musical “Carousel”. In
continuing activities that began in May
with the (very successful) Flower Sale and
Yard Sale, St. Paul’s Youth programs are
bustin’ out of the gate in June with
celebrations of Confirmation (June 5), a
Book (and DVD and CD) and Bake Sale
(June 4-18), a Youth-delivered-sermon on
Saturday, June 11 and Sunday, June 12
(one blended service at 10:00 AM). Pastor
Hahn is also conferring with several
families about a possible First Communion
service to be held later in the summer. And
finally, the Youth will begin preparations
for a service trip to Washington DC that
will take place in the second week of July.
Why am I (justifiably) trumpeting these
Youth activities? Because council has
begun an effort to sharpen our Mission
Statement and Vision for the Future by
identifying Core Values that make St.
Paul’s stand out as unique. One of the
values we identified is Family: St. Paul’s
offers a cradle-to-grave mission that
includes continuing education, worship and
celebration, service to the church and
community, fellowship, and engendering a
feeling of family within true believers. By
engaging our Youth in regular activities
within the church, we are helping to build a
Christian character that will sustain them
throughout their lives.
4

VBS at St. Paul’s!!
It’s going to be
MONUMENTAL!
Come on a Southwestern
adventure!
Explore deserts, mountains
and more!
What are we searching for?
God’s Greatness!
We can’t wait to see you!
July 25-29, 1:00—4:00 PM

With Youth Group, Confirmation, and
Sunday School wrapping up and VBS
coming up, this is a great time to recognize
all of our Youth Volunteers!!
Bev Grazioli is our Sunday School
Director, and she always comes up with
great ways to connect with our SS Friends!
Of course she has her trusty helpers: Sandy
Sambucci, Laurie Maccri, Krissy Soltesz
and Trish Colbridge.
Jason Reed and Bev headed up
Confirmation this year preparing the
confirmands for their Affirmation of
Baptism.
Erick Soles and Marisa Bozarth led the
Youth Group, planning lessons, fun
activities and fundraisers!

And we know many of these people and
more will be helping out with VBS is July!
To all of our Youth Volunteers….

Sign-up in the narthex!

We appreciate you!!

See Ms. Bev for more details!!
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Aging

the positive descriptions of aging can
improve our will to live.

People’s beliefs about
aging have a profound
impact upon their
health.*

The next Snippets article in the July
Chimes will provide details of how age
beliefs can be best changed.

Our beliefs influence everything from our
memory and sensory perceptions to how
well we walk, how fully we recover from
disabling illness and how long we live.
This article by Judith Graham of Kaiser
Health Organization** is a review of a new
book by Becca Levy of Yale, a leading
expert on this topic.*** This article is the
first of two.

*Philadelphia Inquirer, Sunday April 24, 2022,
page G3
**new book- ‘Breaking the Age Code: How
Your Beliefs About Aging Determine How Long
and Well You Live’ by Becca Levy
***Becca Levy, Professor of psychology and
epidemiology, Yale University

When aging is seen as a negative
experience characterized by terms such as
decrepit, incompetent, dependent, and
senile, we tend to experience more stress in
later life and engage less often in healthy
behavior such as exercise. When views are
positive signaled by words such as wise,
alert, accomplished, and creative, we are
more likely to be active and resilient and to
have a stronger will to live.

These internalized beliefs about aging are
mostly unconscious, formed from early
childhood on as we absorb messages from
TV, movies, books, advertisements, and
other forms of popular culture. They vary
by individual, and they’re distinct from
prejudice and discrimination against older
adults in the social sphere.

Mark Your Calendars!
On Sunday, June 12 and Sunday, July 10,
we will be having one blended service at
10:00 AM.

consider using Vanco (formerly “Simply
Giving”) to make automated donations to
the church. You can set it up easily through
the church’s website (www.stpaulsh.org)
and click the “Online Giving” button or
you can contact Rosanne Scassero or Ken
Hibbert for more information. If you would
like to increase or adjust the amount of our
automated giving, simply contact Ken
Hibbert. He can manage this easily for you.

Join the Church!!

Pastor Hahn is preparing
to host new members
classes this summer. Are
you looking to join the
church? Not sure if you ever made it
“official”? Now is a great time to join the
church. By joining the church, you are
partnering with St. Paul’s in mission and
The Holy Spirit has gathered us together as ministry. You have the opportunity to
share in the leadership and decisionthe church to help us grow together as
disciples. We are called to work together, making processes of the congregation, and
the church promises to love and support
to support one another, and pray for one
another. We join with one another to pray you in your faith journey.
more deeply, give more generously,
If you are interested in joining the church
worship more sincerely, and serve more
or want to make sure you are listed as an
humbly. And, as we gather together in
worship, we celebrate the new life that we active member, let the church office know!
see around us, and we pray for strength and Pastor Hahn will be in touch before classes
begin.
endurance to continue serving God
throughout the world.
I encourage you to find new ways to
participate in the life of the church and the
community this summer! How will you
continue your life of discipleship?
Peace,
Rev. Jessica Hahn

Pastoral Acts for May
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Weddings: None

More than 400 scientific studies have
shown the impact of our beliefs about
aging. Becca Levy, in multiple studies, has
shown that exposing older folks like us to
14
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and seniors must plan for extreme heat.
Additionally, volunteerism and charity drop
during the summer months as individuals
plan vacations and trips, and as people
attend family gatherings and outings.
Schedules seem to get significantly busier.
This means that places like food pantries
experience both increased need and less
availability of their volunteers at the same
time. The summer would be an excellent
time to reach out to local pantries and
shelters to find out how you can help.
Perhaps it’s time to make a call to The
Extended Hand Ministries in Mt. Holly to
volunteer. They offer community meals, a
food pantry, and shelter for those in need,
and they are looking for volunteers nearly
every day of the week. Call Mike at (609)
914-4270 to volunteer.

Dear Church,

God calls us to be disciples, but what does
that mean? Often times we think about
prayer, generosity, worship and service as
the primary acts of discipleship. However,
during the summer, these discipleship
practices often get left on the back-burner
as we make more time for fun, vacations,
and celebrations. While all of these things
are important, we must not forget God’s
call for us to live as disciples.
As we enter into the summer months, we
often expect the church to slow down in
terms of programming and expectations.
While that may be true in some ways—
there are no big festivals coming up for a
while after Pentecost on June 5, choirs are
not rehearsing as regularly, and church
attendance often drops as well—the truth is
that the needs of the church and the needs
of the community remain steady, or
perhaps even increase, over the summer.

Meanwhile, the needs of the church remain
steady, too. We are regularly in need of
worship assistants for weekly worship.
Even if you missed the training sessions
offered in May, you’re always invited to
sign up and learn. It would be wonderful if
the sign-up sheet were filled ahead of time
so Rosanne didn’t have to seek volunteers
throughout the week. We’re also in need of
volunteers for Vacation Bible School,
property upkeep, and a variety of
committees would love your help. There
truly is something for everyone!

When kids come home for the summer,
families have increased meal expenses in
the absence of school breakfast and lunch
programs. Childcare expenses increase as
families must make arrangements for
weekday care. Electricity bills increase
with the use of air conditioning and fans,

The expenses at church also tend to
increase during the summer. As schedules
fill up with other things and church
attendance drops, perhaps it’s time to
2

Join your St. Paul’s family for a night
of fun and fellowship!!
Saturday, July 30 at 6:30 PM
Trenton Thunder Faith & Family Night

Tickets are $8.00 per person
(minimum 20 people—regular price $12)
Pre-game faith based music
Post-game fireworks!
Sign up in the narthex by June 12!
See Don Potts or Rosanne with questions.
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The Last Word

THE CHIMES - June 2022
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

“The whole being of any
Christian is faith and love. Faith
brings the person to God, love
brings the person to people. “
Martin Luther
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