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Worship Attendance

Keep these folks in your prayers…
...those who are hospitalized, ill or other:
Marilyn Adams, David Greg Anderson, Jacqui
Barraclough, Jack Barry, Sandi Berry, Grace
Compton, Alyssa Corrigan, Mitch Cramer,
Monica Dixon, Eilyn Doe, Nancy Dous,
Barbara Earl, Carol Lee Eckman, Don Egan,
Mark Fiveash, Matthew Foltz, George, Earl
Gunsalles, Roxanna Hoffman, Irene, Alice
Izzo, Natalie Houwen, Marie Kaelin, Alyson
Yoos Kelly, Kathy Kennedy, Sharon Layman,
Karen Maier, Colin MacFarland, Edward
McLaughlin, Charles W. McKenna , Jen
McLaren, Gretchen Mize, Nicole Monastero,
Kathy Moran, MaryJane Mullen, Marilyn
Murray, Leroy Parent, Marilyn Phifer, Lynda
Regn, James Rogan, Linda Seitz, Julia Stanz,
Bill Tantum, Arlene Weiss, Donna Wood
...those who have long-term illnesses:
Gerri Burns, Tom Colbridge, Sharon
Favaloro, Bob Grover, Theresa Jones,
Virginia Sandstrom, Amanda Williams, Violet
P. Wise
...those who are homebound:
Elmer Conover, Grace Compton, Fran Craig,
Angie DelVecchio, Dewayne Guhn, Eleanor
Johnson, John and Rina Johnson, Alice Karis,
Arlene Kaye, Gloria Reagoso, Bob Wolfrom
...those who mourn:
Matthew and Linda Wittman and family on the
passing of their son, Dominic, and Matthew’s
father, George
John and Elaine Jardine and family on the
passing of John’s brother, Thomas
...those in the military or other service:
CPL Timothy Robert Ritter, USMC
...for peace and unity in our own country
Please help us keep this list updated. Let the church office
know if someone should be removed from this list.
(609) 267-0740 or stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org.

For Your Information—For Your Inspiration

News & Notes for St. Paul’s Community
Second Sunday of Advent
December 4/5, 2021
Visitors and members—Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church! We’re glad
you’re here and pray that you experience God’s kindness with us in worship.
At St. Paul’s, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, all baptized
persons are welcome at Holy Communion—the Altar is God’s table. You will be directed to
come forward for Communion and take a cup for wine. Cups of grape juice are available in the
center of the tray. Gluten free wafers are available. If you are unable to come to the altar, please
inform an usher so the Eucharist may be brought to you.
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the
baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day,
Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of
the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing
of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist
all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

Today’s Readings
Malachi 3:1-4 - God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means
“my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s
people, as silver and gold are refined.
Luke 1:68-79 - In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon
us. (Lk. 1:78)
Philippians 1:3-11 - The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter
about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul,
sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.
Luke 3:1-6 - John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of
political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.

October Attendance
Livestream Worship—148
In-Person Worship—517

St. Paul’s Mission Statement
Rooted in God's unconditional love, the congregation of Saint Paul's Evangelical Lutheran
Church, commits mind, body, spirit, and treasure to encourage all people to become disciples
of Christ, to share God's abundance, and to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed.

Giving Tree

Christmas Gift
Card Sales

Thank you to all who have signed
up for the Giving Tree. If you
Ready to do your
have not dropped off your
Christmas Shopping??
unwrapped gift , please bring it in
Christmas Gift cards are
to church ASAP.
back! Sales run through December 8. To
If you would still like to contribute a gift card, place an order, fill out the form (you’ll find
you can use this link for Sign Up Genius:
them in the narthex!) with your selection and
https://www.signupgenius.com/
staple your check to it made out to St. Paul’s
go/60b0844aca729a5fb6-stpauls1.
Lutheran church. There’s a variety of cards so
We will not be collecting gift bags or wrapping you can find something for everyone on your
list! We will deliver the cards to you at
paper this year, but we could use shirt size
church as soon as they arrive.
boxes, sticker gift tags, and scotch tape. Just
drop off to the church office marked “Giving
Thanks to all who participate!
Tree.” The youth will be wrapping gifts on
Questions? Contact Ken Hibbert at 609-351Sunday, December 19.
0610 or Rosanne at 609-267-0740.
Thank you for your generosity!

Dear Siblings in Christ,
I wanted to write you a brief note in response
to a few people asking about my mask usage
while preaching. Because of the health risk
posed to me and to my family, I will continue
to wear a mask while preaching and presiding.
However, I am happy to provide print or email
copies of my sermon the following week for
you to read. Simply contact me at
pastor.r.resch@gmail.com or contact Rosanne
for a copy. I have also ordered a few masks
with a clear window so that those who are hard
of hearing can see my lips when I speak— they
may take some time to reach me through the
mail.
Thank you for your
understanding.

In Christ, Pastor Resch

Quilt Silent Auction
The Needle and Thread
Group will be holding their
first annual Silent Auction
from November 29 through December 12.
The group was blessed with an abundance of
Christmas themed materials which allowed
them to create lovely Christmas blankets
perfect for giving or keeping as a gift to
yourself!
Each blanket will have a bid sheet attached.
Bids start at $100. There will be someone
from Needle & Thread available at each
service to answer questions.
Proceeds will be donated to St. Paul's general
fund.

Red Cross
Blood Drives
Did you know
• Every 2 seconds someone in
the U.S. needs blood and or
platelets.
• Approximately 36,000 units St. Paul’s Christmas Post Office
of red blood cells are needed every day in
St. Paul’s Post Office is open in the Narthex
the U. S.
for the Christmas season! This will allow
• Less than 38 percent of the population is
members to “mail” their Christmas card
eligible to give blood or platelets.
greetings to other members by simply
Our next blood drive will be held on Friday, dropping their cards unstamped in the Narthex
mail box. We will then separate the cards by
December 17. Presenting donors will get a
name and make them available for pick up in
Red Cross long sleeve t-shirt while supplies
the Narthex. THE CARDS WILL NOT BE
last!
MAILED.
Sign up at redcrossblood.org and use sponsor
code St Paul Lutheran Hainesport. Thank you! This is a way for members to send other
members their greetings without incurring the
expense of postage. It’s up to you, of course,
but you may want to consider spending your
“savings” by donating the amount you saved
to the Lutheran Disaster Response.

Food Pantry
Collection

Our food pantry collection
is ongoing. You can drop
food off during office hours or on Saturday or
Sunday.
In a survey of food pantry clients, some most
requested items are: single serve mac &
cheese, soups & stews with pop-tops, coffee
& tea, tuna & cracker packets, and feminine
hygiene products. The shelters are also in
need of paper, plastic and cloth bags. Thank
you for your generosity!

Jazmat is Back!
Our early Christmas Eve service is back for
2021. Sunday, December 19 at 6:00 PM join
us for a service tailor made for those who
cannot make services on the 24th or who are
busily involved in worship that night. Hymns,
carols and a skit by our youth!
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food off during office hours or on Saturday or
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Jazmat is Back!
Our early Christmas Eve service is back for
2021. Sunday, December 19 at 6:00 PM join
us for a service tailor made for those who
cannot make services on the 24th or who are
busily involved in worship that night. Hymns,
carols and a skit by our youth!

December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM
Prelude, Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Welcome and Parish Concerns
Confession and Forgiveness
Hymn, Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord
Greeting
Prayer of the Day
Children’s Time
First Reading—Malachi 3:1-4
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
ELW 257, O Come, O Come Emmanuel
(v 3 & 4)
Psalmody—Luke1:68-79
Second Reading—Philippians 1:3-11
Gospel Acclamation
Holy Gospel—Luke 3:1-6
Response
Sermon—Rev. Rebecca Resch
Hymn ELW 255, There’s a Voice in the
Wilderness
Nicene Creed
Prayers of Intercession
Offering, Come and See
Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving
The Proper Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy, ELW Page 130
The Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Communion
Communion Music, Advent Choir Sing
Table Blessing
Prayer After Communion
Song After Communion ELW 208
Praise to You, O God of Mercy
Blessing
Hymn, Love the Lord Your God

Dismissal
Postlude

Our Worship Ministers
10:00 AM

December 19—6:00 pm
Early Christmas Eve service for those who
cannot make services on the 24th or who
are busily involved in worship that night.
Christmas Eve
3:00 pm—Family Friendly Worship
led by our band
8:00 pm—Traditional Worship
with Candle Lighting
Christmas Day
No services

December 26
We will have one Sunday
service at 10:00 am

This Week at St. Paul’s

Sunday, December 5
Ushers:
10:00 AM Worship
Greeters:
11:00 AM Chorale (M)
Projection Assistant: Bev Grazioli
11:30 AM Annual Meeting Part 1
Tech: Trish Colbridge
1:00 PM NJSM Recital (S)
Altar Guild: Peg Biringer, Carol Ritter,
Claudia O’Malley, Janice Haines
Monday, December 6
Communion Assistants: Ken
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
Hibbert, Elaine Lutz
8:00 PM AA (PH)
Lectors/Reader: Ken Hibbert
Tuesday, December 7
Presiding Minister: Pastor Rebecca
Resch
6:30 PM Bells (S)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M)
Wednesday, December 8
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
To all who served as worship assistants this
9:00 AM Needle & Thread (CR)
weekend, thank you for your ministry to
7:00 PM NA (PH)
the congregation.
Thursday, December 9
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer Brkfst (PH)
10:30 AM Bible Study (H)
6:00 PM Finance Team (Zoom)
7:00 PM Property Team (CR)
Please fill the empty
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
spaces for December
Friday, December 10
Worship Assistants.

Thank You!

No experience? We will
train you! You can sign
up on the bulletin board in the narthex
by the entrance.
Thank you!

Saturday, December 11
5:00 PM Worship
9:00 PM NA (CR)
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Ushers: Ken Hibbert
Greeters:
Projection Assistant: Bev Grazioli
Tech: Trish Colbridge
Altar Guild: Peg Biringer, Carol Ritter,
Claudia O’Malley, Janice Haines
Communion Assistants: Jason
Reed, Elaine Lutz
Lectors/Reader: Jason Reed
Presiding Minister: Pastor Rebecca
Resch
December 19—6:00 pm
Early Christmas Eve service for those who
cannot make services on the 24th or who
are busily involved in worship that night.

Thank You!
To all who served as worship assistants
this weekend, thank you for your ministry
to the congregation.

Christmas Eve
3:00 pm—Family Friendly Worship
led by our band
8:00 pm—Traditional Worship
with Candle Lighting
Christmas Day
No services

December 26
We will have one Sunday
service at 10:00 am
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News & Notes for St. Paul’s Community
Second Sunday of Advent
December 4/5, 2021
Visitors and members—Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church! We’re glad
you’re here and pray that you experience God’s kindness with us in worship.
At St. Paul’s, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, all baptized
persons are welcome at Holy Communion—the Altar is God’s table. You will be directed to
come forward for Communion and take a cup for wine. Cups of grape juice are available in the
center of the tray. Gluten free wafers are available. If you are unable to come to the altar, please
inform an usher so the Eucharist may be brought to you.
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the
baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day,
Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of
the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing
of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist
all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

Today’s Readings
Malachi 3:1-4 - God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means
“my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s
people, as silver and gold are refined.
Luke 1:68-79 - In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon
us. (Lk. 1:78)
Philippians 1:3-11 - The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter
about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul,
sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.
Luke 3:1-6 - John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of
political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.
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Livestream Worship—148
In-Person Worship—517

St. Paul’s Mission Statement
Rooted in God's unconditional love, the congregation of Saint Paul's Evangelical Lutheran
Church, commits mind, body, spirit, and treasure to encourage all people to become disciples
of Christ, to share God's abundance, and to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed.
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This year we have
decided to try
something different.
Instead of ordering
poinsettias, we are
asking anyone would
like to purchase a poinsettia and “loan” it
to the church for the holiday season. You
can then pick up your poinsettia after
Christmas Eve services to decorate your
own home or share with someone you
think would enjoy it!
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loved ones. Please return your forms to
the church office by December 7.

We will still create a booklet to honor
loved ones. Please return your forms to
the church office by December 7.

We will still create a booklet to honor
loved ones. Please return your forms to
the church office by December 7.

Please deliver your well-watered
poinsettias to the church between
December 12 and December 17.

Please deliver your well-watered
poinsettias to the church between
December 12 and December 17.

Please deliver your well-watered
poinsettias to the church between
December 12 and December 17.

Write the sentiment as you wish it to
appear in list of donors.

Write the sentiment as you wish it to
appear in list of donors.

Write the sentiment as you wish it to
appear in list of donors.

TO HONOR:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

TO HONOR:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

TO HONOR:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
______________________________________
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Questions? Call or email Rosanne 609-2670740 or stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org.
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December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent
Prelude

10:00 AM
Setting Two

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

Same Spirt

Welcome and Parish Concerns
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the
hungry with good things.
C: Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God for whom we wait,
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that your good
news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in material
wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away
from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins
are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine
mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
C: Amen.
Hymn

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord

Same Spirit

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all
the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever
C: Amen.
Children’s Time
First Reading
Malachi 3:1-4
L: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
C: Thanks be to God.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
P: We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As
we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in
the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us.
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
C: Amen.
1

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Verses 3 & 4)
The first and second candle are lit
Psalmody

ELW 257

Luke 1:68-79

Second Reading
Philippians 1:3-11
L: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation ELW Page 124
Holy Gospel

Luke 3:1-6

Sermon

Pastor Rebecca Resch

Hymn of the Day

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness

ELW 255

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
L: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.
A brief silence.
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L: You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops, pastors,
deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your
grace. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
L: Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and care, and
bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
L: Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who have lost
parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are
oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
L: Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with
compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill Lois, Sharon, Jen, Julia, Natalie, Marie,
Colin, Tom, Marilyn P., Marilyn A., Joan, Gretchen and Mitch. Hear us, O God. Grant them healing and
wholeness. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
L: Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden those who ask
hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus
in all things. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
L: We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly remembered especially
Dominic. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear
us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of
our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.
Offering

Come and See

Same Spirit

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray.
C: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all
your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our
pathway and our peace. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks, to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give thanks and praise.
The Proper Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to
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judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
P: And Jesus taught us to pray:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
Please come forward to receive Holy Communion
Advent Choir Sing

Communion Music

Table Blessing
P: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.
Prayer After Communion
P: Let us pray,
C: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and
our guest. Amen.
Song after Communion

Praise to You, O God of Mercy ELW 208

Blessing
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
C: Amen.
Hymn

Love the Lord Your God

Same Spirit

Dismissal
L: Go in Peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Denise Porter
4

Sunday, December 5, 2021
2nd Sunday of Advent
First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4
1

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former
years.

Psalmody: Luke 1:68-79
68

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
69
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
70
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
71
from the hands of all who hate us,
72
to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
73
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
74
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
75
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
76
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
77
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
79
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11
3

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one
of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day
until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way
about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ
Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of
Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
1

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in
the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”

