The Last Word

THE CHIMES - January 2022
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto man His Son hath given;
While angels sing with tender mirth,
A glad new year to all the earth.

- Martin Luther
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passionate about hunger ministries and
issues of inclusion and equality within the
church.
Pastor Hahn is very excited to begin her
journey here at St. Paul’s!

Welcome
Pastor Jessica Hahn!
Rev. Jessica Hahn comes to St. Paul's from
Trinity Lutheran Church in Hillsdale,
Michigan, where she served her first call
for nearly nine years. Her husband, Mason,
has been called to serve St. James Lutheran
Church in Pitman, New Jersey. They both
graduated from the Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Philadelphia in May 2012.

Staff, Council, Teams,
Committees:
Annual Reports Are Due
No Later Than
Wednesday, January 12

Pastor Hahn grew up in the suburbs of
Chicago, and is a lifelong Lutheran. Her
husband is from the Collingswood area of
New Jersey, and they are excited to be
living near family again. They have an 11year-old daughter, Gabriella (Ella), who is
excited to live closer to her seven cousins,
and is looking forward to having more
extracurricular opportunities in school.

Please turn your report in to
the church office.
E-mail is preferred,
but printed reports
will also be accepted.

Pastor Hahn has served in a variety of
capacities during her call in Michigan. She
served six years on the Synod Council as
well as several years on the Synod's
Executive Committee as well as leading
other synod committees in recent years.

Pastoral Acts for December

She also served five years as a member of
the Board of Directors for Hospice of
Hillsdale County, including time as Board
Chair and Secretary. Pastor Hahn is

Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Memorial Services: None
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systems.
3. Turn down volume on personal
listening devices to 50% of maximum
volume and take a break each our. Always
carry ear plugs.
4. Untreated hearing loss has
consequences: heart, brain, mental health,
cognitive drain, dementia, school, job
performance, and income loss.
5. Institute on Deafness and Other
Communication Disorders (NICDCD):
Avoid one-time exposure to loud noise,
move away or use ear plugs.
6. Damage to hearing is cumulative, with
a hearing loss already it is even more
important to protect your hearing.
7. Over-the-ear or noise cancelling
headphones are better than in-ear
earphones or ear buds. With less outside
noise, less volume is needed.
8. CDC considers 70 decibels sound or
less to be safe. Some headphones can top
out at 100 decibels.
9. Hearing loss is subtle and occurs
gradually. Check your hearing from time to
time with an online hearing test such as the
WHO’s hear WHO app.
How I Cope When They Can’t See That
I (Sometimes) Can’t Hear - Central
Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD) is
not easy to explain, it can be a challenge. It
is not as straight forward as being partially
deaf, or just missing a few words, it gets
worse or better depending upon the
environment. Keep it vague and identify
the problem as your own. Say I have a
hearing problem, I couldn’t catch what you
said. Please look this way and repeat that?
This combination insures an appropriate
and thoughtful response. Practice this
wording often, if spoken in the wrong

order it can come off as being rude.
Ironically, someone feeling you were rude
causes them to shout at you and you can
hear them loud and clear! Clarity of speech
can also be a problem in different areas of
our country. Talking too fast, a high
pitched voice, incomplete sentences,
running-together or slurring of words are a
challenge.
SUGGESTION OF THE MONTH‘HEARING HEALTH’ magazine is a free
publication of the Hearing Health
Foundation: to receive-Visit uhf.org/
subscribe
* Excerpts from: Hearing Health, Fall 2021,
Volume 37, Number 4, 72 pages, The Hearing and
Overall Health Issue.

Thursday
Bible Study
The Thursday Bible Study will resume on
January 6. Please note, the starting time
has been changed to 10:00 AM. We meet
in the Heritage Room. All are welcome!
Questions? See Sharyn Lyden.
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I CAN’T HEAR YOU!
- The difference between
having hearing loss and
being blind is that not
being able to hear what
the people in your
life are saying to you
results in a real isolation from society,
while blindness isolates you from seeing
things normally. In the last couple years,
medical science has discovered that some
people’s bodies are able to substitute any
or all of their five senses for any sense
which is not functioning properly.

“Practice builds confidence and
expertise.” This is how the teacher teaches
in in any classroom.

Of Sound Mind - Our brains do
a Herculean task of turning air movement
into sensation and sound into meaning on a
regular basis. Sounds can be an obstacle to
our being able to extract meaning from the
intended sounds. We also experience noise
within our head. The conditions that
impede the sound mind of efficiently doing
its job. We need to be less cavalier about
the day-to-day commotion that surrounds
us in our raucous world like Santa in his
A Hearing Loss Is a Practice, Not a
sleigh on the top of a fire engine now
Perfect - Approach each listening
passing by my house with the ear-splitting
challenge with this same attitude: Be open wail of it’s siren. Difficulty in
-minded without expectations. Optimize
understanding speech after exposure to
the conditions of your hearing loss as you moderate levels of noise can negatively
struggle to hear at your best. This outlook affect your hearing: living next to a noisy
can be the difference between anger or
road, an airport, fire station, railroad, noisy
determination, isolation or engagement,
factory, attending music events, loud TV
and frustration or peace in living with
volume, can all lead to a perceived quality
hearing loss, tinnitus, or both. This is not of life, increased stress levels along with an
an easy task. Each time you hit a
increase in the stress hormone cortisol
challenging listening situation you may be cause problems with memory, learning,
thinking “ My hearing will never be
and difficulty in learning and performing
perfect.” Hearing aids help, but they don’t challenging tasks. Lack of proper sleep is
work like glasses, restoring hearing back to now the greatest public health challenge we
normal.” “It’s hard to hear people speak
are facing in this century. Noise, even low
when there is a background noise.” “Why level sound, has a harmful impact upon
can’t people use communication best
quantity and quality of sleep.
practices like getting my attention before
speaking to me.” “How will I hear anyone Things to Know About Hearing Loss
when they are wearing a mask?” It is easy From Noise:
to get discouraged and want to give
1. 1 of every 5 U.S. teens tested suggests
up. Communication is too important to our noise-induced hearing loss in one or both
physical and mental health, it is what keeps ears.
us connected to others and the world.
2. The World Health Organization - This
a global health crisis with 1.3 billion youth
at risk of damage from loud personal audio
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And now a word from the dark side:
There are two stubborn clouds that still
dim our horizons.
•

•

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The month January was named after the
Roman god, Janus, who was the “god of all
beginnings”. Janus was a two-faced god,
not in the derogatory way that we use the
phrase “two-faced” in our modern culture
but literally meaning that he had a face on
both the front and back of his head so he
could see in front of him and in back of
him at the same time. Personally, I
wouldn’t mind having that capability but I
believe my one face is probably enough for
most people.

The civil case concerning the reJoyce
school accusations (now five years
old).
The COVID-19 pandemic (now almost
two years old)

There is potential for both of these
stumbling blocks to end in 2022. The
settlement of the civil case can provide us
with a baseline from which to begin with a
clean slate regarding finances and
community relations. The elimination of
the pandemic (Will it happen?) will allow
for normal worship with normal singing
and normal exchange of the peace and
normal hugs and kisses. I think we can
agree that the coming of that day will be a
joy to all.

In January, St. Paul’s can employ the
capability of that mythical god with the
divine guidance of our real God. We can
look back at 2021 and see the triumphs and
the turmoil, the successes and the failures,
the gains and the losses, the old having
died and the new being born…and
hopefully we can learn very good lessons
from them. And we can look forward to
2022 with all its newness: New pastor;
new council members; new budget/
spending plan. I have already been
approached by members with project
initiatives that they would like to have
discussed/decided by council in the
upcoming meetings. This is an exciting
time for our congregation, and we eagerly
await the opportunity to tackle these
projects, to explore beginnings with our
new pastor.

As the new president of council, I welcome
your comments and concerns. My only
rule is that you approach me from the
perspective of a Christian. St. Paul’s is not
a social club or a community center; it is a
church and needs to be conducted from a
Christian point of view at all times.
Cheers and God’s Blessings for a very
Happy New Year!!

Don Potts
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Welcome Dinners
for the Hahn
Family

Needle &
Thread Quilt
Auction

THANK YOU
THANK YOU!!! –
from the Needle &
Thread Team to all
in the congregation who participated in our
silent auction. Our six Christmas blankets
Choose a date, beginning with January 2
and call Nancy Prickett at 609-784-4762 to raised an incredible $1070.00 which will
be donated to St Paul’s general fund. We
schedule your dinner. Place your dinner
are so glad to be part of such a caring &
welcome gift in the church kitchen
refrigerator by 12 noon on your scheduled generous Christian community. We wish
day. Pastor Hahn will be notified that the everyone in our church family a wonderful
dinner is available for pick up.
Christmas and pray that each of us will
have a blessed new year.
As Pastor Hahn unpacks, settles and
orients to St. Paul's, we can make her life a
little easier with meals she just has to heat
up. Let us give a warm welcome to the
To the Women of St.
Hahn family as they join us in the Lord's
Paul’s,
ministry.
You do the nicest things
for people! And you’re
appreciated more than you know!
To welcome the Hahns,
who will be moving to
New Jersey the week between Christmas
and the New Year, we are asking
volunteers to cook dinner for three.

Our food pantry collection
is ongoing. You can drop
food off during office
hours or on Saturday or
Sunday.

Love in Christ—May God’s blessing be
with you!
Eleanor Johnson
Though no longer able to travel and
restricted to staying here at my apartment, I
still consider myself to be a part of St.
Paul’s parish. Thank you for your thoughts
and prayers.

In a survey of food pantry clients, some
most requested items are: single serve mac
& cheese, soups & stews with pop-tops,
coffee & tea, tuna & cracker packets, and
feminine hygiene products. The shelters
are also in need of paper, plastic and cloth
bags. Thank you for your generosity!

Dewayne Gun
4
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Sunday School – God—Forever Active in Us!

Gift Cards
Acme and ShopRite gift
cards are still available for
purchase!

Hello St. Paul’s!
Our SS theme…

You can contact Ken Hibbert or Rosanne
Scassero to purchase cards.

Did you know you can get
the council minutes
electronically? Call or email
the office
(stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org) if you
would like to receive the minutes by
email each month.

As we make a fresh start with a New Year
and a new settled pastor, we just wanted to
say thank you again to all of the St. Paul’s
family—members of the congregation,
friends, staff, volunteers! You are the heart
and soul of St. Paul’s.
It’s been a long road, we’ve had our ups
and downs, but in the end, we weathered it
together.
So, Happy New Year to everyone in the St.
Paul’s family! Here’s to a wonderful
2022!

We appreciate you!

God ~ F.A.I.T.H
God ~ Forever Active In
“This” Heart
Speaks to our growing sense that the
Holy Spirit is actively working in us,
every day! Praise, God!

I write these reflections in the spirit of
this year’s Sunday School theme. The
Holy Spirit is working in our kids’
hearts, but it is also working in the heart
of all of us. The next time, you think,
“Wow! That was awesome…!”
Acknowledge the Holy Spirit is alive
and well and working in all of our
hearts!

Wishing you a blessed New Year. May
2022 give you that many reasons to
Have you ever thought, “Wow! I can’t acknowledge that the Holy Spirit is
believe that just happened?” How cool alive and well and working within you!
is that?
Need the Holy Spirit? You got that,
2022 times over!
I was feeling blessed this past Sunday,
December 26, during Sunday worship. May we witness all our blessings,
Pastor Mangiante was leading our
Bev Grazioli
worship service of lessons and carols.
beverly.j@outlook.com
Yes, we had some mic issues. The
focus? Pastor Manganite was leading
us with all 91 years of his experience.
Also in the house was our oldest
member, Marie Kaelin brought by Eric
Houwen! Twenty-six other people
were also in attendance.

Twenty-five attended on-line. Of note,
on-line was the Kathy Knodt
household! So thankful for Marge
Gardner, Connie, and the Alexander
family, among 25 other families who
were also in attendance. What else
rocked the house? The interactions of
those people on-line. How nice it was
to have this open communication.
Greeting you was, indeed, a pleasure!

Arlene Kaye
c/o Tammy Kaye
58 Bridge Boulevard
Eastampton, NJ 08060
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Red Cross
Blood Drives

Valentine
Cookies
for our
Homebound

Social Ministry
Giving Tree

We will again be
making cookie
trays to give to our homebound members
for Valentine’s Day.

Thank you so much to
everyone who participated
in the Christmas Giving
Tree this year!! We were
able to help three families
with a total of 10 children.

There will be sign-up for baking on the
bulletin board in the narthex. All cookies
(regular and sugar free) should be dropped
off at church by Friday, February 4.

A shout out to our youth who gathered on
Sunday afternoon, December 19, and
Come join us for packing on Saturday
wrapped all the gifts. They did a great job, morning, February 5 at 10:00 AM in the
and the presents looked great and totally
Parish Hall!
ready to go under a Christmas tree!
Questions—contact Carol Brumbaugh at
The gifts were delivered to the school on
(609)784-8535.
Tuesday, December 21 (thanks to Rick
Uetz for helping with the delivery!). The
school nurse and the principal were so, so
thankful for your generosity!! You made
the holidays much happier for those
families. Thank you!!

Can Tabs

Are you going out to hit the after Christmas
sales this year? If you are, please keep the
We are still collecting can
Giving Tree in mind. We will need shirt
tabs to benefit Children’s
boxes, tape and tissue paper for next year!
Hospital of Philadelphia.
If you get some on sale, you can bring it to
You
can
drop
off your can tabs in the
church, mark it “Giving Tree” and it will
vestibule
during
office hours or in the
be stored away with the supplies for next
narthex after services. Please contact
year.
Joyce Alexander if you have any questions.
Thank you!
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The Red Cross is
experiencing the worst
blood shortage in over a
decade, and patient care is
being affected right now.
A dangerously low blood
supply means they have had to reduce the
amount of blood products hospitals receive
by as much as 25% in recent weeks,
forcing hospitals to defer patient surgeries,
including organ transplants. Hospital
demand remains strong, but fewer donors
are coming in – perhaps because of the
holiday season, vacation travel, or regular
activities having resumed.

Annual Congregational
Meeting Part II
Sunday, February 27
11:30 AM

after one Sunday service
at 10:00 AM

Our next blood drive will be held on
Friday, January 28. Presenting donors
will get a coupon for a free medium hot
coffee and classic donut courtesy of
Dunkin while supplies last . Please
consider giving if you are able or sharing
the information if you are not.

Annual Reports will be
available for pick-up the
weekend of February 12/13

Sign up at redcrossblood.org and use
sponsor code St Paul Lutheran Hainesport.
Thank you!
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Lutheran Disaster
Relief—US
Tornadoes

Assistance for
Afghan Refugees

Members of Team
Rubicon, who man the
Afghan refugee donation
center, are very thankful for
On the night of Dec. 10, a devastating
outbreak of more than 30 tornadoes swept all the donations you have given. More
through six states. Kentucky was impacted housing is being built as refugees continue
to arrive at Ft. Dix.
the most, with more than 70 people
reported dead. Homes and businesses were
As the cooler weather arrives, winter
destroyed, including a candle factory in
Mayfield, Ky., where first responders are clothing donations would be much
appreciated.
still searching for survivors. More than
330,000 people are without electricity
 Strollers
across multiple states. The full extent of
the damage is expected to become clear in  Baby Shampoo, Baby powder
 Brushes/combs
the coming days.
 Condoms
Donations will be used entirely to assist in  Razors/Shaving cream
the tornado relief efforts. You can donate  Garbage Bags
 Adult shampoo/conditioner
through the offering and designate “US
 Body/Hand lotion
Tornado” or online at
 Ziplock bags
www.elca.org/Our-Work/LutheranDisaster-Response and choose US tornado  Men’s shoes
 Pillows, Bed sheets
relief.
 Bath Towels
 Laundry detergent
 School supplies
 Toys, games, soccer balls, etc.
Baking for
 Reusable carryall bags
Mt. Nebo
Thank you to all who have
continued to provide baked goods for Mt.
Nebo! They are greatly appreciated!

Also if anyone wants to make gift card
donations (Walmart and Amazon only),
the gift card may be purchased online and
forwarded to
LibertyVillageNJ@gmail.com.

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
in the narthex or you can contact the office Thank you for your generosity!
to sign up. Contact Rosanne with
See Nancy Prickett with questions.
questions.
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Sun
Church Bldg
H - Heritage Room
M - Music Room
N - Narthex
O - Church Office
PH - Parish Hall
Z - Zoom

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
5:00 PM Worship
9:00 PM NA (CR)

Ed - Education
Wing
S - Sanctuary
CR - Conference
Room

2
9:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Worship

3
Church Office Closed
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)

4
6:30 PM Bells (S)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M)

5
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

6
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)
10:00 AM Bible Study (H)

7

8
5:00 PM Worship
9:00 PM NA (CR)

9

10
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)

11
10:00 AM EGA Board (CR)
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
(M)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S)

12
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

13
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)
10:00 AM Bible Study (H)
76:00 PM Finance Mtg (Z)
7:00 PM Property Mtg (CR)

14

15
5:00 PM Worship
9:00 PM NA (CR)

16
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Bells (S)
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
12:15 PM Chorale

17
MLK Day
Church Office Closed
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)

18
6:30 PM Bells (S)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M)

19
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

20
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)
10:00 AM Bible Study (H)
7:00 PM Council Mtg (CR)

21

22
5:00 PM Worship
9:00 PM NA (CR)

23

24
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)

25
10:00 AM EGA (PH)
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
(M)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S)

26
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle & Thread
(CR)
7:00 PM NA (PH)

27
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
Breakfast (PH)
10:00 AM Bible Study (H)

28
9:00 AM Blood Drive (PH)

29
5:00 PM Worship
9:00 PM NA (CR)

9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Bells (S)
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
12:15 PM Chorale
4:00 PM Confirmation Class
5:00 PM Youth Dinner
6:00 PM Youth Group

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Confirmation Class
5:00 PM Youth Dinner
6:00 PM Youth Group

30

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

31
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)
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Holy Spirit is working in our kids’
hearts, but it is also working in the heart
of all of us. The next time, you think,
“Wow! That was awesome…!”
Acknowledge the Holy Spirit is alive
and well and working in all of our
hearts!

Wishing you a blessed New Year. May
2022 give you that many reasons to
Have you ever thought, “Wow! I can’t acknowledge that the Holy Spirit is
believe that just happened?” How cool alive and well and working within you!
is that?
Need the Holy Spirit? You got that,
2022 times over!
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December 26, during Sunday worship. May we witness all our blessings,
Pastor Mangiante was leading our
Bev Grazioli
worship service of lessons and carols.
beverly.j@outlook.com
Yes, we had some mic issues. The
focus? Pastor Manganite was leading
us with all 91 years of his experience.
Also in the house was our oldest
member, Marie Kaelin brought by Eric
Houwen! Twenty-six other people
were also in attendance.

Twenty-five attended on-line. Of note,
on-line was the Kathy Knodt
household! So thankful for Marge
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family, among 25 other families who
were also in attendance. What else
rocked the house? The interactions of
those people on-line. How nice it was
to have this open communication.
Greeting you was, indeed, a pleasure!
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Christmas and pray that each of us will
have a blessed new year.
As Pastor Hahn unpacks, settles and
orients to St. Paul's, we can make her life a
little easier with meals she just has to heat
up. Let us give a warm welcome to the
To the Women of St.
Hahn family as they join us in the Lord's
Paul’s,
ministry.
You do the nicest things
for people! And you’re
appreciated more than you know!
To welcome the Hahns,
who will be moving to
New Jersey the week between Christmas
and the New Year, we are asking
volunteers to cook dinner for three.

Our food pantry collection
is ongoing. You can drop
food off during office
hours or on Saturday or
Sunday.

Love in Christ—May God’s blessing be
with you!
Eleanor Johnson
Though no longer able to travel and
restricted to staying here at my apartment, I
still consider myself to be a part of St.
Paul’s parish. Thank you for your thoughts
and prayers.

In a survey of food pantry clients, some
most requested items are: single serve mac
& cheese, soups & stews with pop-tops,
coffee & tea, tuna & cracker packets, and
feminine hygiene products. The shelters
are also in need of paper, plastic and cloth
bags. Thank you for your generosity!

Dewayne Gun
4
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I CAN’T HEAR YOU!
- The difference between
having hearing loss and
being blind is that not
being able to hear what
the people in your
life are saying to you
results in a real isolation from society,
while blindness isolates you from seeing
things normally. In the last couple years,
medical science has discovered that some
people’s bodies are able to substitute any
or all of their five senses for any sense
which is not functioning properly.

“Practice builds confidence and
expertise.” This is how the teacher teaches
in in any classroom.

Of Sound Mind - Our brains do
a Herculean task of turning air movement
into sensation and sound into meaning on a
regular basis. Sounds can be an obstacle to
our being able to extract meaning from the
intended sounds. We also experience noise
within our head. The conditions that
impede the sound mind of efficiently doing
its job. We need to be less cavalier about
the day-to-day commotion that surrounds
us in our raucous world like Santa in his
A Hearing Loss Is a Practice, Not a
sleigh on the top of a fire engine now
Perfect - Approach each listening
passing by my house with the ear-splitting
challenge with this same attitude: Be open wail of it’s siren. Difficulty in
-minded without expectations. Optimize
understanding speech after exposure to
the conditions of your hearing loss as you moderate levels of noise can negatively
struggle to hear at your best. This outlook affect your hearing: living next to a noisy
can be the difference between anger or
road, an airport, fire station, railroad, noisy
determination, isolation or engagement,
factory, attending music events, loud TV
and frustration or peace in living with
volume, can all lead to a perceived quality
hearing loss, tinnitus, or both. This is not of life, increased stress levels along with an
an easy task. Each time you hit a
increase in the stress hormone cortisol
challenging listening situation you may be cause problems with memory, learning,
thinking “ My hearing will never be
and difficulty in learning and performing
perfect.” Hearing aids help, but they don’t challenging tasks. Lack of proper sleep is
work like glasses, restoring hearing back to now the greatest public health challenge we
normal.” “It’s hard to hear people speak
are facing in this century. Noise, even low
when there is a background noise.” “Why level sound, has a harmful impact upon
can’t people use communication best
quantity and quality of sleep.
practices like getting my attention before
speaking to me.” “How will I hear anyone Things to Know About Hearing Loss
when they are wearing a mask?” It is easy From Noise:
to get discouraged and want to give
1. 1 of every 5 U.S. teens tested suggests
up. Communication is too important to our noise-induced hearing loss in one or both
physical and mental health, it is what keeps ears.
us connected to others and the world.
2. The World Health Organization - This
a global health crisis with 1.3 billion youth
at risk of damage from loud personal audio
14

And now a word from the dark side:
There are two stubborn clouds that still
dim our horizons.
•

•

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The month January was named after the
Roman god, Janus, who was the “god of all
beginnings”. Janus was a two-faced god,
not in the derogatory way that we use the
phrase “two-faced” in our modern culture
but literally meaning that he had a face on
both the front and back of his head so he
could see in front of him and in back of
him at the same time. Personally, I
wouldn’t mind having that capability but I
believe my one face is probably enough for
most people.

The civil case concerning the reJoyce
school accusations (now five years
old).
The COVID-19 pandemic (now almost
two years old)

There is potential for both of these
stumbling blocks to end in 2022. The
settlement of the civil case can provide us
with a baseline from which to begin with a
clean slate regarding finances and
community relations. The elimination of
the pandemic (Will it happen?) will allow
for normal worship with normal singing
and normal exchange of the peace and
normal hugs and kisses. I think we can
agree that the coming of that day will be a
joy to all.

In January, St. Paul’s can employ the
capability of that mythical god with the
divine guidance of our real God. We can
look back at 2021 and see the triumphs and
the turmoil, the successes and the failures,
the gains and the losses, the old having
died and the new being born…and
hopefully we can learn very good lessons
from them. And we can look forward to
2022 with all its newness: New pastor;
new council members; new budget/
spending plan. I have already been
approached by members with project
initiatives that they would like to have
discussed/decided by council in the
upcoming meetings. This is an exciting
time for our congregation, and we eagerly
await the opportunity to tackle these
projects, to explore beginnings with our
new pastor.

As the new president of council, I welcome
your comments and concerns. My only
rule is that you approach me from the
perspective of a Christian. St. Paul’s is not
a social club or a community center; it is a
church and needs to be conducted from a
Christian point of view at all times.
Cheers and God’s Blessings for a very
Happy New Year!!

Don Potts
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passionate about hunger ministries and
issues of inclusion and equality within the
church.
Pastor Hahn is very excited to begin her
journey here at St. Paul’s!

Welcome
Pastor Jessica Hahn!
Rev. Jessica Hahn comes to St. Paul's from
Trinity Lutheran Church in Hillsdale,
Michigan, where she served her first call
for nearly nine years. Her husband, Mason,
has been called to serve St. James Lutheran
Church in Pitman, New Jersey. They both
graduated from the Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Philadelphia in May 2012.

Staff, Council, Teams,
Committees:
Annual Reports Are Due
No Later Than
Wednesday, January 12

Pastor Hahn grew up in the suburbs of
Chicago, and is a lifelong Lutheran. Her
husband is from the Collingswood area of
New Jersey, and they are excited to be
living near family again. They have an 11year-old daughter, Gabriella (Ella), who is
excited to live closer to her seven cousins,
and is looking forward to having more
extracurricular opportunities in school.

Please turn your report in to
the church office.
E-mail is preferred,
but printed reports
will also be accepted.

Pastor Hahn has served in a variety of
capacities during her call in Michigan. She
served six years on the Synod Council as
well as several years on the Synod's
Executive Committee as well as leading
other synod committees in recent years.

Pastoral Acts for December

She also served five years as a member of
the Board of Directors for Hospice of
Hillsdale County, including time as Board
Chair and Secretary. Pastor Hahn is

Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Memorial Services: None
2

systems.
3. Turn down volume on personal
listening devices to 50% of maximum
volume and take a break each our. Always
carry ear plugs.
4. Untreated hearing loss has
consequences: heart, brain, mental health,
cognitive drain, dementia, school, job
performance, and income loss.
5. Institute on Deafness and Other
Communication Disorders (NICDCD):
Avoid one-time exposure to loud noise,
move away or use ear plugs.
6. Damage to hearing is cumulative, with
a hearing loss already it is even more
important to protect your hearing.
7. Over-the-ear or noise cancelling
headphones are better than in-ear
earphones or ear buds. With less outside
noise, less volume is needed.
8. CDC considers 70 decibels sound or
less to be safe. Some headphones can top
out at 100 decibels.
9. Hearing loss is subtle and occurs
gradually. Check your hearing from time to
time with an online hearing test such as the
WHO’s hear WHO app.
How I Cope When They Can’t See That
I (Sometimes) Can’t Hear - Central
Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD) is
not easy to explain, it can be a challenge. It
is not as straight forward as being partially
deaf, or just missing a few words, it gets
worse or better depending upon the
environment. Keep it vague and identify
the problem as your own. Say I have a
hearing problem, I couldn’t catch what you
said. Please look this way and repeat that?
This combination insures an appropriate
and thoughtful response. Practice this
wording often, if spoken in the wrong

order it can come off as being rude.
Ironically, someone feeling you were rude
causes them to shout at you and you can
hear them loud and clear! Clarity of speech
can also be a problem in different areas of
our country. Talking too fast, a high
pitched voice, incomplete sentences,
running-together or slurring of words are a
challenge.
SUGGESTION OF THE MONTH‘HEARING HEALTH’ magazine is a free
publication of the Hearing Health
Foundation: to receive-Visit uhf.org/
subscribe
* Excerpts from: Hearing Health, Fall 2021,
Volume 37, Number 4, 72 pages, The Hearing and
Overall Health Issue.

Thursday
Bible Study
The Thursday Bible Study will resume on
January 6. Please note, the starting time
has been changed to 10:00 AM. We meet
in the Heritage Room. All are welcome!
Questions? See Sharyn Lyden.
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The Last Word
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Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto man His Son hath given;
While angels sing with tender mirth,
A glad new year to all the earth.

- Martin Luther
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