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God’s Work + Our Hands Sunday,  
September 12 after 11 am worship 

 
Park Clean-Up at Long Bridge Park  

95 Deacon Road, Hainesport 
 

Marisa Bozarth received permission from the Park Rangers, and 
they will direct us on the 12th.  This will be a good opportunity to 
serve the community in a positive  way.  Plan  now to join us for  

God’s Work + Our Hands! 
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Dear Siblings in 
Christ, 
 
This month I invite 
you to prayer for 
our ELCA’s 

mission at home, around the world, and 
especially for St. Paul’s.  Some at St. 
Paul’s are very sad that the next settled 
pastor hasn’t been identified yet.  And 
then the realization that the pandemic is 
not over and we have to put our masks 
back on is frustrating.  How do we work 
through this?  We pray, then pray again, 
and then pray some more. 
 
Here are two prayers you may find 
brings you a measure of peace: 
 
Guidance: 
God our comforter, you are a refuge and 
a strength for us, a helper close at hand 
in times of distress. Enable us so to hear 
the words of faith that our fear is 
dispelled, our loneliness eased, our 
anxiety calmed, and our hope 
reawakened. May your Holy Spirit lift 
us above our sorrow to the peace and 
light of your constant love; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  From ELW Prayer Book for the 
Armed Forces 
 
 
Thanksgiving:  
For the earth’s cycles and seasons 
for the rising of spring and the growing 
summer 

for autumn’s fullness and the hidden 
depths of winter 
thanks be to you, O Christ. 
For the life force in seeds buried in the 
ground 
that shoot green and bear fruit and fall 
to the earth 
thanks be to you. 
Let me learn from earth’s cycles of 
birthing 
the times and seasons of dying. 
Let me learn of you in the soil of my 
soul, O Christ, 
and your journey through death to birth. 
Let me learn of you in my soul this 
night 
and the journey of letting go. Amen.  
From Celtic Benediction Tuesday Night 
Prayer 
 
I continue to pray for and with you as I 
have from my first day at St. Paul’s. 
 
God bless and keep you as summer 
comes to an end and we enter autumn. 
 
Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Elaine 
 
 
 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 
Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
 

Please call any time for emergencies. 
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For me, connectedness is what being human 
with a spirit is about. It’s what public health 
work is about, too - providing for basic 
human needs of safety, water, food and 
health with a systemic approach to ensure all 
our survival needs are met, so all of us might 
thrive.  We use science to get there. 
Together. Generosity and kindness don’t 
mean you lose. It means you'll gain. It’s core 
patriotism.  
 
The individual matters. But, if we are only 
for ourselves, we’ll falter and fail together.  
We can prevent much suffering. Try the 
public health advice of kindness mixed with 
gratitude.  And, heed the science.  

 
*.Burlington County Times, Sunday, May 18, 2021t, 
page 4A—Alice M. Oppenheimer, Doctor of 
Jurisprudence, Masters of Public Health and  
a professional in the fields of advocacy, policy and 
communication 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometime during the month of September 

send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 

 

Dewayne Guhn 

Masonic Village #2412 

209 Jacksonville Road 

Burlington, NJ 08016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been great getting back inside and 

having multiple worship services!  We 

couldn’t have successful services without 

our Worship Assistants!   

 

Thank you to all who have signed up to be 

lectors, ushers, Communion assistants, 

greeters and “clickers.”  Your help is 

appreciated more than you know!! 

 

As we transition back to three services, we 

will need you even more! You’ve never 

been a worship assistant?  No worries!  We 

will be happy to train you! 

 

If you’d like to assist with worship, you 

can sign up on the bulletin board in the 

narthex! 

 

Thank you Worship Assistants past, 

present and future! 

 

We appreciate you!! 
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How To Be A Better You—Clyde Zarkos 
 
Be Kind and We All Win*-  By Guest Columnist Alice M. Oppenheimer. 
 
I am a trained public health policy expert with years of study, and lots of 
wonky expertise.  
 

What I have learned this year is that our public health comes down to basics: The 
recognition that we need each other. We must follow science. We must have consideration 
of others’ needs as well as our own. It’s really pretty simple: Be kind.  
 
Good public health policy hinges on understanding that to protect me, the “we” is crucial. 
We need collectively supported systems that keep us safe and well. Life is not fair, nor 
predictable and that makes it hard.  
 
My unexpected emotional reaction to the stress of COVID-19 culminated this week. I found 
myself weeping next to the vine-tomato bin at Wegman’s. I saw kindness abound, even as 
the silent killer remains a threat. Especially to the unmasked and unvaccinated.  
 
I wept out of a sense of release of the helplessness amid so much loss this year. Because I 
saw hope through selflessness and kindness and generosity and community. Hope came in 
the form of masked, vaccinated people hugging, seeing each other in the aisles for the first 
time.   
 
Hope came with the comments I over-heard from people thrilled to have the privilege of 
vaccination. From the front-line workers who earned wages with less fear of bringing home 
a deadly disease. 
 
From the teamwork of people acting together to provide a service, living up to their 
employer’s mission tagline: be kind. I saw one customer pay for the groceries of a neighbor 
ahead of her in line. Because she could, and he was in need. I wept realizing I entered a new 
era of personal unknowns, replete with fears about money, health and my disability 
challenges.  
 
I cried because I had felt the kindness of so many this year and it mattered. I was not alone. I 
wept remembering Jan. 6, 2021, when amid violence and unrest, my Congressman Andy 
Kim went viral with a video capturing him cleaning up the trash in the Rotunda of 
our U.S. Capitol Building, demonstrating humility and goodness amidst threat. People 
admire decency.  
 
I wept acknowledging the free gifts I do have, not what I don’t. I will now shift focus away 
from the minority who use self, power, privilege and fear to deal with challenge. And 
commit to work for change.  
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Call Committee Update 
 
Recently the NJ Synod provided the Call 
Committee with a pastoral candidate for 
consideration.  The Call Committee has 
begun the interview process.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flu Shot Clinic 
 
St. Paul's will be conducting 
its eighth annual flu shot 
clinic on Wednesday, 
September 8 beginning at 
10:30 AM. We may be 
offering other vaccines, so 
check your immunization records and see 
what you need. We will give more 
information as we learn more. 
  
Any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 
893-6349. You can sign up after services. 
Sign up sheets is available in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weekend of September 

11/12 we will return to our  

regular worship schedule: 
 

Saturday—5:00 PM 

Sunday—9:00 & 11:00 AM 

Pastoral Acts for August 
 

Baptisms:  None 

Funerals:  John H. Johnson, Jr. 

Memorial Service:  None 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
It is hard to believe that the summer came 
and went in a flash! We all did so much, 
but there is so much more to be done! 
 
The council did not have a formal meeting 
in August, so there is little to report there, 
but we are gearing up for more: more 
fellowship, more ways to share your time 
and talent, and more FUN! 
 
Stay tuned for fellowship and stewardship 
opportunities coming soon. 
 
Thank you to team VBS for another 
successful summer! 
 
Thank you to the Music and Worship team 
for keeping us dialed in whether in-person 
or remotely. 
 
Don’t forget our annual Bags Full of 
Blessings on September 5 and “God’s 
Work. Our Hands” project on September 
12. 
 
If you need to speak with someone, or you 
known someone that may need a “reach-
out” but is afraid to ask, please call the 
church office and they will get someone 
from council to check in. 
 
Praying this finds you all well. 
 
Peace, 
Jen McLaren 

Happy September!  Hard 
to believe it’s time for 
school to start again and 
all of our activities here at 
St. Paul’s! 
 
Sunday school will begin 
on September 12 at 10:15 
AM in person. We are 
looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
Youth group will begin on September 12 at 
5 PM in-person at St. Paul’s. More 
information will be forthcoming from 
Marisa Bozarth & Erick Soles. Keep your 
eyes peeled! 
 
Confirmation will be starting in the Fall as 
well.  We will keep you posted! 
 
Exciting news!!  The Synod Youth Retreat 
will be in person the weekend 
of November 19-21, 2021 in a brand new 
location, the Sheraton Edison. This hotel is 
centrally located in the state.  The retreat is 
open to all students from middle school to 
high school. (The groups are 5th-8th & 
then 9th-12th). I will provide more info as 
it is received.  
 
We strongly encourage our youth attend at 
least one retreat.  It is an amazing 
experience!! 
 
Trish Colbridge 
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Assistance for  
Afghan Refugees 

 
Afghan Refugees are now 
living on base in Ft. Dix, 
NJ, and more will be 

joining them. Joint Base MDL is collecting 
the following items to give to the 
refugees. You can place your donations in 
the church narthex on the designated 
table. All items will be delivered to the 
Red Cross who will assist with distribution 
on the Joint Base. Thank you!! 
  
• Modest / simple clothing for all 

genders and ages 
• Children's coloring books / crayons 
• Toiletry items  
• Disposable razors 
• Laundry detergent pods 
• Diapers / Wipes  
• Hairbrushes and combs 
 
Questions? See Nancy Prickett. 
 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
 
There are other crises happening in our 
world as well, and you can help through 
Lutheran Disaster Response. 
 
In August 2021, a devastating 7.2 
magnitude earthquake struck southwest 
Haiti. Over 1,400 people were killed, and 
thousands more were injured. Blocked 

roads are delaying the delivery of vital  
supplies to hospitals. At least 26,000 
homes were damaged or destroyed. 
 
The 2021 wildfire season is devastating the 
western United States. A prolonged 
drought and extreme heat waves are 
causing wildfires to spread rapidly, which 
makes them difficult to contain. California 
is currently the hardest-hit state — the 
Dixie Fire, in Northern California, is 
already the second largest wildfire in the 
state’s history, having burned over 505,000 
acres. Tens of thousands of people are 
under evacuation orders, and hundreds of 
buildings have been destroyed. 

The fires are not limited to California; 
more than 100 wildfires are now burning 
throughout 15 states. Smoke from these 
fires is carried across the country, a sign of 
the far-reaching effects of worsening 
wildfires. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response is working 
with local synods and partner organizations 
in these areas to help meet the immediate 
needs as well as prepare for the 
longstanding needs. 
 
You can make a donation through St. 
Paul’s—mark it “Haiti Crisis”, “US 
Wildfire”, or “Where Most Needed” and 
the ELCA will make sure it is properly 
allocated.   
 
You an also go to ELCA.org/disaster for 
more information or to donate online. 
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Sunday School – Welcome Back!! 

Hello St. Paul’s! 
 
Sunday School is back… in the house! 
 
Come rock the house with us! 
 
• Was your child(ren) in Sunday School awhile ago… and just ended up with 

other things to do on Sunday morning? 
 
• Is your child(ren) not sure what Sunday School is all about? 
 
• Is your child(ren) thinking that s/he/they are too cool for Sunday School? 
 
• Is your child(ren) thinking that they are “too old” for Sunday School? 
 
• Do you have grandkids that are sitting home on Sunday mornings before a 

sports event? 
 
• Do you have nieces and nephews that could come when they aren’t playing 

sports? 
 
• Would your child come if they could bring their friend from around the 

block? 
 
Encourage your child(ren) to come to Sunday School!  All family and friends are 
always welcome! 
 
We are a child and Jesus-centered Sunday School!  We welcome all kids with 
quirky personalities, learning areas, and have something for everyone!  If the 
pandemic has taught us anything, we are not your old, boring school Sunday 
School…!  Yay, God! 
 
It’s September 2021, Come!  Come rock the house with us in Sunday School!  
It’s where we belong!  You’re Invited!  Sundays at 10:15 AM! 
 
Bev Grazioli 
Beverly.j@outlook.com 
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Social Ministry 
 
 

 

Helping in Haiti 
 

Sister Frankie at Mt. Nebo let 
us know that they would be 
sending several 55-gallon 

drums full of supplies to Haiti as a relief 
effort after the country was hit with both a 
an earthquake and a tropical storm.   
 
Last week, with the regular generous 
donations of our members and some “word 
of mouth” requests for any extra to spare, 
we were able to load up Mt. Nebo with 
enough food to fill one 55-gallon drum! 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We continue to collect for 
the food pantry. You can 
drop off donations in the 
vestibule Monday through 
Friday or on the cart in the 
narthex on Saturday or Sunday. 
The shelters are also in need of paper, 
plastic and cloth bags.  Thank you! 
 
 

Red Cross  
Blood Drives 

 
Our next blood drive is Friday, 
September 10.  There is a 
critical blood shortage, and the 

need is greater than the supply. Thank you 
to all who have participated in our drives, 
whether you donated or shared with your 
friends and family.  
 
The October 22 and November 12 dates 
are also  available to book on online at 
redcrossblood.org.  Use sponsor code ST 
Paul Lutheran Hainesport. Save a life, give 
blood! 
 

 
Bags Full of 
Blessings 

 

 

Would you like to 
participate in Bags Full of 
Blessings? On September 5, 
when you arrive for worship, bring your 
backpack, brief case or lunchbox, forward 
and place it in front of the altar, and we 
will pray for you at a special time during 
the 10:00 am worship service.  
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Volunteers 
Wanted! 
 
Volunteers are wanted to 
escort Veterans during 
the 2021 STAND 
DOWN. This event is 

held annually at the Cherry Hill National 
Guard Armory, Grove St. and Park Blvd., 
Cherry Hill NJ 08002.  
 
This year the STAND DOWN will be held 
on Friday, September 24 from 8:30 AM -1 
PM. Homeless Veterans are eligible to 
attend for the following services and 
assistance: VA Benefit Counseling, PTSD 
Counseling, Mental Health, Welfare, 
Social Security, Food Stamps, Legal 
Services, Addiction Services, Housing, 
Medical, Employment, Unemployment, 
Haircuts, Clothing and Provisions.  
 
The event goes from 8:30 AM through 1 
PM, and volunteers can donate whatever 
hours they are available. Volunteer escorts 
will accompany one veteran each through 
the various stations providing assistance.  
 
Join six other St. Paul’s members and 
volunteer.  The deadline to volunteer is 
September 8. 
 
If you are able and willing to devote your 
time to this event and a veteran, contact 
Nancy Prickett at 609-784-4762 or 
aspennp@verizon.net for further 
information. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Bible Studies Return! 

 

The Wednesday Evening Study will return 
on Zoom September 15 at 7:00 PM. The 
group will be reading “Rescuing the Bible 
from Fundamentalism” by John Shelby 
Spong. You can order the  book on 
Amazon.  
 
Questions? See Pastor Elaine.  You can 
contact the office for the Zoom link. 
 
Thursday morning Bible Study will resume 
on Thursday, September 16 at 10:30 AM.  
We will meet in Heritage Room.   
 
Questions? Contact Sharyn Lyden.  We 
can’t wait to see you! 
 
 
 

 
Did you know you can 

get the council minutes 

electronically?  Call or 

email the office 

(stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org) if you 

would like to receive the minutes by 

email each month. 
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Music Matters 
 
Taking The Summer Off 
 
There is no such thing as 
taking the summer off 
when you are a St. Paul's 
music director! 
 
Jackie, Krissy and I have 
been busy reorganizing 

the music room, the music department and 
what our music program will look like 
during these crazy times. 
 
Pastor Elaine and I have been busy looking 
at services, hymns and our new hymnal. 
 
Since we are going back to two services on 
Sunday mornings, we have been reframing 
our way of thinking about service music 
again. 
 
For those of you who prefer the traditional 
liturgy, the 11:00 AM service will be the 
same as the 5:00 PM Saturday night 
service. 
 
For those of you who like a more flexible 
worship experience, 9:00 AM will be an 
instrumentally diverse, family friendly 
service. 
 
We are excited to see choirs and the bell 
choir coming back to church. Rehearsals 
are starting soon and will take place on 
Tuesday nights. If you have any interest in 
serving in any of the music ministries, 
please let Jackie Smith, Krissy Soltesz or 
me know.  
 

In the worship band, we are sad to see 
Ericka Soles go off to college (we will 
miss you Ericka! Come visit us any time!), 
but we are excited to have Ella Soles, Rob 
McLaren, Kayla Reed, and Don Potts join 
Krissy Soltesz, Melissa Headrick, Andy 
Opperman and Pat Jambor in leading 
worship.  
 
Our friend Bobbie Breder is taking a hiatus 
for a surgery. She will be back in 
December, but please keep her in your 
prayers, and contact Rosanne if you want 
to get in touch with Bobbie.  
 
We are very excited that Jackie Smith has 
taken over playing drums. She continues to 
be a blessing to all of us.  
 
This fall we are planning an all music 
group event for Reformation and returning 
to our Jazmat Christmas Service on 
December 19 featuring a play by our 
youth.   
 
I will keep you updated on more music 
goodies as I think of them and as they 
develop. The most important thing is that 
St. Paul's music is back, and we thank God 
for seeing all of us safely to this point.  
 
Yours in Christ, Denise Porter 
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Thank You for  
Your Generosity! 

 

Through your kindness, St. 
Paul’s was able to provide many 
backpacks, crayons, notebooks, 
pens, pencils, glue sticks and 
other materials to give children 
in our area a great start for a 
new school year.  The supplies 
were given to Mt. Nebo Holy 
Church to distribute to 
children in need. Every child 
deserves a great first day of 
school! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big “thank you!” to Carol Moyer for 
heading up the school supply drive, taking 
the time to sort everything and making 
sure all the supplies got to the communities 
where they were needed! 

 
 

 

Thank you for all the 

school supplies.  

Many children will 

be helped with your 

donations.   

Grades 1—12 will be 

given supplies 

according to the list of supplies via the 

internet. 

May the Lord bless you for your 

faithfulness to our Lord. 

Mt. Nebo Holy Church School Committee 

 

 

Dear St. Paul’s 

Thank you so much for supporting my 

college education with the St. Paul’s 

scholarship.  I am using the money  to buy 

the required text books for my classes.   

Even more than the money, I appreciate all 

your prayers as I continue this journey. 

God Bless, 

Kim Platt 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle & Thread 
(CR) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 

2 
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer  
Breakfast (PH)  
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 

3 4 

5:00 PM Worship 

9:00 PM  NA (CR) 

5 

10:00 AM Worship  
 
Bags Full of Blessings 
 

6 
Labor Day—Church 
Office Closed 
 
8:00 PM AA (PH) 
 
 

7 

6:30 PM Bells (S) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S) 

8 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle & Thread 
(CR) 
10:30 AM Flu Shots (M) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
(Zoom) 

9 

7:30 AM Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast (PH) 
6:00 PM Finance Mtg 
(Zoom) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 
 

10 

9:00 AM Blood Drive (PH) 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

5:00 PM Worship 

9:00 PM  NA (CR) 

12 
9:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:15 PM Chorale (M) 
 
God’s Work. Our Hands. 
 

 

13 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
8:00 PM AA (PH) 

14 

10:00 AM EGA Board (CR) 
6:30 PM Bells (S) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:00 PM Property Team 
Meeting (CR) 
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S) 

15 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle & Thread 
(CR) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

16 
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast (PH) 
10:30 Bible Study (H) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 
 
 

17 

 

18 

5:00 PM Worship 

9:00 PM  NA (CR) 

19 
9:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:15 Pm Chorale (M) 
 
 
 

20 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
8:00 PM AA (PH) 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
6:30 PM Bells (S) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus (M) 

22 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle & Thread 
(CR) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study 
(Zoom) 
 

23 
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast (PH) 
10:30 Bible Study (H) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 
 
 

 

24 

 

25 

5:00 PM Worship 

9:00 PM  NA (CR) 

26 
9:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
 

 
 

 

27 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Council Meeting  
8:00 PM AA (PH) 
 
 

28 
10:00 AM EGA Meeting 
(PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choir 
(M) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S) 

29 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle & Thread 
(CR) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

30 
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast (PH) 
10:30 Bible Study (H) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 

 

Church Bldg 
H - Heritage Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 
 

 
Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
CR - Conference 
Room 
 

2021 
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Social Ministry 
 
 

 

Helping in Haiti 
 

Sister Frankie at Mt. Nebo let 
us know that they would be 
sending several 55-gallon 

drums full of supplies to Haiti as a relief 
effort after the country was hit with both a 
an earthquake and a tropical storm.   
 
Last week, with the regular generous 
donations of our members and some “word 
of mouth” requests for any extra to spare, 
we were able to load up Mt. Nebo with 
enough food to fill one 55-gallon drum! 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We continue to collect for 
the food pantry. You can 
drop off donations in the 
vestibule Monday through 
Friday or on the cart in the 
narthex on Saturday or Sunday. 
The shelters are also in need of paper, 
plastic and cloth bags.  Thank you! 
 
 

Red Cross  
Blood Drives 

 
Our next blood drive is Friday, 
September 10.  There is a 
critical blood shortage, and the 

need is greater than the supply. Thank you 
to all who have participated in our drives, 
whether you donated or shared with your 
friends and family.  
 
The October 22 and November 12 dates 
are also  available to book on online at 
redcrossblood.org.  Use sponsor code ST 
Paul Lutheran Hainesport. Save a life, give 
blood! 
 

 
Bags Full of 
Blessings 

 

 

Would you like to 
participate in Bags Full of 
Blessings? On September 5, 
when you arrive for worship, bring your 
backpack, brief case or lunchbox, forward 
and place it in front of the altar, and we 
will pray for you at a special time during 
the 10:00 am worship service.  

11 

Volunteers 
Wanted! 
 
Volunteers are wanted to 
escort Veterans during 
the 2021 STAND 
DOWN. This event is 

held annually at the Cherry Hill National 
Guard Armory, Grove St. and Park Blvd., 
Cherry Hill NJ 08002.  
 
This year the STAND DOWN will be held 
on Friday, September 24 from 8:30 AM -1 
PM. Homeless Veterans are eligible to 
attend for the following services and 
assistance: VA Benefit Counseling, PTSD 
Counseling, Mental Health, Welfare, 
Social Security, Food Stamps, Legal 
Services, Addiction Services, Housing, 
Medical, Employment, Unemployment, 
Haircuts, Clothing and Provisions.  
 
The event goes from 8:30 AM through 1 
PM, and volunteers can donate whatever 
hours they are available. Volunteer escorts 
will accompany one veteran each through 
the various stations providing assistance.  
 
Join six other St. Paul’s members and 
volunteer.  The deadline to volunteer is 
September 8. 
 
If you are able and willing to devote your 
time to this event and a veteran, contact 
Nancy Prickett at 609-784-4762 or 
aspennp@verizon.net for further 
information. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Bible Studies Return! 

 

The Wednesday Evening Study will return 
on Zoom September 15 at 7:00 PM. The 
group will be reading “Rescuing the Bible 
from Fundamentalism” by John Shelby 
Spong. You can order the  book on 
Amazon.  
 
Questions? See Pastor Elaine.  You can 
contact the office for the Zoom link. 
 
Thursday morning Bible Study will resume 
on Thursday, September 16 at 10:30 AM.  
We will meet in Heritage Room.   
 
Questions? Contact Sharyn Lyden.  We 
can’t wait to see you! 
 
 
 

 
Did you know you can 

get the council minutes 

electronically?  Call or 

email the office 

(stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org) if you 

would like to receive the minutes by 

email each month. 
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Assistance for  
Afghan Refugees 

 
Afghan Refugees are now 
living on base in Ft. Dix, 
NJ, and more will be 

joining them. Joint Base MDL is collecting 
the following items to give to the 
refugees. You can place your donations in 
the church narthex on the designated 
table. All items will be delivered to the 
Red Cross who will assist with distribution 
on the Joint Base. Thank you!! 
  
• Modest / simple clothing for all 

genders and ages 
• Children's coloring books / crayons 
• Toiletry items  
• Disposable razors 
• Laundry detergent pods 
• Diapers / Wipes  
• Hairbrushes and combs 
 
Questions? See Nancy Prickett. 
 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
 
There are other crises happening in our 
world as well, and you can help through 
Lutheran Disaster Response. 
 
In August 2021, a devastating 7.2 
magnitude earthquake struck southwest 
Haiti. Over 1,400 people were killed, and 
thousands more were injured. Blocked 

roads are delaying the delivery of vital  
supplies to hospitals. At least 26,000 
homes were damaged or destroyed. 
 
The 2021 wildfire season is devastating the 
western United States. A prolonged 
drought and extreme heat waves are 
causing wildfires to spread rapidly, which 
makes them difficult to contain. California 
is currently the hardest-hit state — the 
Dixie Fire, in Northern California, is 
already the second largest wildfire in the 
state’s history, having burned over 505,000 
acres. Tens of thousands of people are 
under evacuation orders, and hundreds of 
buildings have been destroyed. 

The fires are not limited to California; 
more than 100 wildfires are now burning 
throughout 15 states. Smoke from these 
fires is carried across the country, a sign of 
the far-reaching effects of worsening 
wildfires. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response is working 
with local synods and partner organizations 
in these areas to help meet the immediate 
needs as well as prepare for the 
longstanding needs. 
 
You can make a donation through St. 
Paul’s—mark it “Haiti Crisis”, “US 
Wildfire”, or “Where Most Needed” and 
the ELCA will make sure it is properly 
allocated.   
 
You an also go to ELCA.org/disaster for 
more information or to donate online. 
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Sunday School – Welcome Back!! 

Hello St. Paul’s! 
 
Sunday School is back… in the house! 
 
Come rock the house with us! 
 
• Was your child(ren) in Sunday School awhile ago… and just ended up with 

other things to do on Sunday morning? 
 
• Is your child(ren) not sure what Sunday School is all about? 
 
• Is your child(ren) thinking that s/he/they are too cool for Sunday School? 
 
• Is your child(ren) thinking that they are “too old” for Sunday School? 
 
• Do you have grandkids that are sitting home on Sunday mornings before a 

sports event? 
 
• Do you have nieces and nephews that could come when they aren’t playing 

sports? 
 
• Would your child come if they could bring their friend from around the 

block? 
 
Encourage your child(ren) to come to Sunday School!  All family and friends are 
always welcome! 
 
We are a child and Jesus-centered Sunday School!  We welcome all kids with 
quirky personalities, learning areas, and have something for everyone!  If the 
pandemic has taught us anything, we are not your old, boring school Sunday 
School…!  Yay, God! 
 
It’s September 2021, Come!  Come rock the house with us in Sunday School!  
It’s where we belong!  You’re Invited!  Sundays at 10:15 AM! 
 
Bev Grazioli 
Beverly.j@outlook.com 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
It is hard to believe that the summer came 
and went in a flash! We all did so much, 
but there is so much more to be done! 
 
The council did not have a formal meeting 
in August, so there is little to report there, 
but we are gearing up for more: more 
fellowship, more ways to share your time 
and talent, and more FUN! 
 
Stay tuned for fellowship and stewardship 
opportunities coming soon. 
 
Thank you to team VBS for another 
successful summer! 
 
Thank you to the Music and Worship team 
for keeping us dialed in whether in-person 
or remotely. 
 
Don’t forget our annual Bags Full of 
Blessings on September 5 and “God’s 
Work. Our Hands” project on September 
12. 
 
If you need to speak with someone, or you 
known someone that may need a “reach-
out” but is afraid to ask, please call the 
church office and they will get someone 
from council to check in. 
 
Praying this finds you all well. 
 
Peace, 
Jen McLaren 

Happy September!  Hard 
to believe it’s time for 
school to start again and 
all of our activities here at 
St. Paul’s! 
 
Sunday school will begin 
on September 12 at 10:15 
AM in person. We are 
looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
Youth group will begin on September 12 at 
5 PM in-person at St. Paul’s. More 
information will be forthcoming from 
Marisa Bozarth & Erick Soles. Keep your 
eyes peeled! 
 
Confirmation will be starting in the Fall as 
well.  We will keep you posted! 
 
Exciting news!!  The Synod Youth Retreat 
will be in person the weekend 
of November 19-21, 2021 in a brand new 
location, the Sheraton Edison. This hotel is 
centrally located in the state.  The retreat is 
open to all students from middle school to 
high school. (The groups are 5th-8th & 
then 9th-12th). I will provide more info as 
it is received.  
 
We strongly encourage our youth attend at 
least one retreat.  It is an amazing 
experience!! 
 
Trish Colbridge 
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How To Be A Better You—Clyde Zarkos 
 
Be Kind and We All Win*-  By Guest Columnist Alice M. Oppenheimer. 
 
I am a trained public health policy expert with years of study, and lots of 
wonky expertise.  
 

What I have learned this year is that our public health comes down to basics: The 
recognition that we need each other. We must follow science. We must have consideration 
of others’ needs as well as our own. It’s really pretty simple: Be kind.  
 
Good public health policy hinges on understanding that to protect me, the “we” is crucial. 
We need collectively supported systems that keep us safe and well. Life is not fair, nor 
predictable and that makes it hard.  
 
My unexpected emotional reaction to the stress of COVID-19 culminated this week. I found 
myself weeping next to the vine-tomato bin at Wegman’s. I saw kindness abound, even as 
the silent killer remains a threat. Especially to the unmasked and unvaccinated.  
 
I wept out of a sense of release of the helplessness amid so much loss this year. Because I 
saw hope through selflessness and kindness and generosity and community. Hope came in 
the form of masked, vaccinated people hugging, seeing each other in the aisles for the first 
time.   
 
Hope came with the comments I over-heard from people thrilled to have the privilege of 
vaccination. From the front-line workers who earned wages with less fear of bringing home 
a deadly disease. 
 
From the teamwork of people acting together to provide a service, living up to their 
employer’s mission tagline: be kind. I saw one customer pay for the groceries of a neighbor 
ahead of her in line. Because she could, and he was in need. I wept realizing I entered a new 
era of personal unknowns, replete with fears about money, health and my disability 
challenges.  
 
I cried because I had felt the kindness of so many this year and it mattered. I was not alone. I 
wept remembering Jan. 6, 2021, when amid violence and unrest, my Congressman Andy 
Kim went viral with a video capturing him cleaning up the trash in the Rotunda of 
our U.S. Capitol Building, demonstrating humility and goodness amidst threat. People 
admire decency.  
 
I wept acknowledging the free gifts I do have, not what I don’t. I will now shift focus away 
from the minority who use self, power, privilege and fear to deal with challenge. And 
commit to work for change.  
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Call Committee Update 
 
Recently the NJ Synod provided the Call 
Committee with a pastoral candidate for 
consideration.  The Call Committee has 
begun the interview process.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flu Shot Clinic 
 
St. Paul's will be conducting 
its eighth annual flu shot 
clinic on Wednesday, 
September 8 beginning at 
10:30 AM. We may be 
offering other vaccines, so 
check your immunization records and see 
what you need. We will give more 
information as we learn more. 
  
Any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 
893-6349. You can sign up after services. 
Sign up sheets is available in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weekend of September 

11/12 we will return to our  

regular worship schedule: 
 

Saturday—5:00 PM 

Sunday—9:00 & 11:00 AM 

Pastoral Acts for August 
 

Baptisms:  None 

Funerals:  John H. Johnson, Jr. 

Memorial Service:  None 
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Dear Siblings in 
Christ, 
 
This month I invite 
you to prayer for 
our ELCA’s 

mission at home, around the world, and 
especially for St. Paul’s.  Some at St. 
Paul’s are very sad that the next settled 
pastor hasn’t been identified yet.  And 
then the realization that the pandemic is 
not over and we have to put our masks 
back on is frustrating.  How do we work 
through this?  We pray, then pray again, 
and then pray some more. 
 
Here are two prayers you may find 
brings you a measure of peace: 
 
Guidance: 
God our comforter, you are a refuge and 
a strength for us, a helper close at hand 
in times of distress. Enable us so to hear 
the words of faith that our fear is 
dispelled, our loneliness eased, our 
anxiety calmed, and our hope 
reawakened. May your Holy Spirit lift 
us above our sorrow to the peace and 
light of your constant love; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  From ELW Prayer Book for the 
Armed Forces 
 
 
Thanksgiving:  
For the earth’s cycles and seasons 
for the rising of spring and the growing 
summer 

for autumn’s fullness and the hidden 
depths of winter 
thanks be to you, O Christ. 
For the life force in seeds buried in the 
ground 
that shoot green and bear fruit and fall 
to the earth 
thanks be to you. 
Let me learn from earth’s cycles of 
birthing 
the times and seasons of dying. 
Let me learn of you in the soil of my 
soul, O Christ, 
and your journey through death to birth. 
Let me learn of you in my soul this 
night 
and the journey of letting go. Amen.  
From Celtic Benediction Tuesday Night 
Prayer 
 
I continue to pray for and with you as I 
have from my first day at St. Paul’s. 
 
God bless and keep you as summer 
comes to an end and we enter autumn. 
 
Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Elaine 
 
 
 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 
Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
 

Please call any time for emergencies. 
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For me, connectedness is what being human 
with a spirit is about. It’s what public health 
work is about, too - providing for basic 
human needs of safety, water, food and 
health with a systemic approach to ensure all 
our survival needs are met, so all of us might 
thrive.  We use science to get there. 
Together. Generosity and kindness don’t 
mean you lose. It means you'll gain. It’s core 
patriotism.  
 
The individual matters. But, if we are only 
for ourselves, we’ll falter and fail together.  
We can prevent much suffering. Try the 
public health advice of kindness mixed with 
gratitude.  And, heed the science.  

 
*.Burlington County Times, Sunday, May 18, 2021t, 
page 4A—Alice M. Oppenheimer, Doctor of 
Jurisprudence, Masters of Public Health and  
a professional in the fields of advocacy, policy and 
communication 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometime during the month of September 

send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 

 

Dewayne Guhn 

Masonic Village #2412 

209 Jacksonville Road 

Burlington, NJ 08016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been great getting back inside and 

having multiple worship services!  We 

couldn’t have successful services without 

our Worship Assistants!   

 

Thank you to all who have signed up to be 

lectors, ushers, Communion assistants, 

greeters and “clickers.”  Your help is 

appreciated more than you know!! 

 

As we transition back to three services, we 

will need you even more! You’ve never 

been a worship assistant?  No worries!  We 

will be happy to train you! 

 

If you’d like to assist with worship, you 

can sign up on the bulletin board in the 

narthex! 

 

Thank you Worship Assistants past, 

present and future! 

 

We appreciate you!! 
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The Last Word 
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God’s Work + Our Hands Sunday,  
September 12 after 11 am worship 

 
Park Clean-Up at Long Bridge Park  

95 Deacon Road, Hainesport 
 

Marisa Bozarth received permission from the Park Rangers, and 
they will direct us on the 12th.  This will be a good opportunity to 
serve the community in a positive  way.  Plan  now to join us for  

God’s Work + Our Hands! 




