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The Last Word 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Father's day to all the 

fantastic fathers, grandfathers, 

step-fathers and fathers  

by heart!  
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Wrapped in Love 

June 20, 2021 
 

Celebrating all High School Graduates 
 

Each high school graduate receives a quilt 

handmade by our Needle & Thread Group. If 

you or your child will be a High School 

Graduate this year and would like to 

participate in this Faith Milestone, please 

contact the church office by June 7. 

 

We need a picture for the bulletin board! You 

can email pictures to 

stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop one off 

at the office. 
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Dear Siblings in 
Christ; 
 
How are you as we 
begin to emerge 
from the pandemic?  

Is re-entry a smooth transition for you or 
are you struggling to re-connect?  The CDC 
and the World Health Organization haven’t 
declared the pandemic over yet, but here in 
the United States, we are getting closer.  
The people of India continue to struggle 
mightily – we pray for all around the world 
still suffering with many infections and 
deaths.  Children are just beginning to be 
vaccinated so we remain vigilant and 
cautious – for the sake of our neighbor.  We 
heard in the Gospel for Pentecost that Jesus 
was sending an advocate to be with us, and 
indeed, the Holy Spirit has sustained us 
through the past fifteen months as we 
isolated at home and kept our distance 
when did have to venture out. 
 
Psalm 126 offers us a communal prayer of 
thanksgiving.  The original context is 
thanksgiving after the return from exile in 
Babylon.  I invite you to pray this Psalm as 
we slowly move from covid captivity – our 
own exile – to vaccine vitality (Thank you 
Pastor Moore). 
 

Psalm 126 
 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of 
Zion, 
   we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
   and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
   ‘The Lord has done great things for 
them.’ 

The Lord has done great things for us, 
   and we rejoiced. 
 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
   like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
May those who sow in tears 
   reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, 
   bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
   carrying their sheaves. 
 
The Psalm begins as thanksgiving and 
moves to a prayer for help and blessing.  
It’s “both-and” not “either-or”.  My prayer 
is that this Psalm will bring comfort and 
hope in the days and weeks ahead as we 
move from many restrictions to opening up. 
 
Reminder: Saturday Evening Worship will 
resume on 5 June.  Safety protocols remain 
in effect.  We’ll be using paper bulletins 
until we identify volunteers to click the 
power point slides in the Sound Room. 
 
Our Wrapped in Love celebration will be 
held on Sunday, 20 June.  All high school 
graduates associated with St. Paul’s receive 
a quilt.  Information on our Shaped for 
Serving celebration for college graduates 
will be available soon.  Watch the FYI for 
more information. 
 
Finally, there is an opening on Council due 
to a resignation for personal reasons.  If 
you are interested, please call me at 609-
410-2828. 
 
God bless you this summer.  I’ll see you in 
church! 
 

Pastor Elaine + 
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SUGGESTION OF THE MONTH - Each 
citizen allowed to vote has the choice of  
supporting our Declaration of  
Independence,  Constitution, and  our  
democratic form of government or leading 
our world into unknown chaos.  Pray for 
our nation, the world, and all people. 
 
* Philadelphia Inquirer, Sunday, July 5, 2020, page 
E3, Q & A, interview with .Philip Mead, Doctorate 
in American History, Harvard University, author 

 

 
 

Council Opening 

 

We have an open 
position for a Council 
member.  Please contact 
Pastor Elaine if you are 
interested in serving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometime during the month of April  

send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 

 

Ken Hibbert 

2 Kensington Drive 

Eastampton, NJ 08060 

Bosnia IST 
 Anniversary 

Concert 
 
 
We can’t sing in 
Bosnia this year, but 
vaccination has made 
it possible for us to gather at home. 
Come join Larry Olson — Live! In 
Person! — for an outdoor concert and 
storytelling to celebrate 20 years of the 
Bosnia International Servant Trip.  
 
When: 3:00 p.m. Saturday, June 12 
(rain date 3:00 p.m. Sunday, June 13) 
 
Where: outdoor worship area, Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church, 61 Route 70 
East, Marlton, NJ 08053 
 
Bring chairs or a blanket to sit on. A 
free will offering will be collected to 
benefit special needs education in 
Bosnia. 
 
Questions? Contact Cindy Henry at 
bosnia@njsynod.org 

mailto:bosnia@njsynod.org
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Is the Declaration Still Relevant? 
 
The Declaration of Independence, Then and Now* - Philip Mead, 
Chief Historian of the Museum of the American Revolution, views on 
how current events provides a new look into the history and meaning 
of the Declaration of Independence. 
 

Most of what were described in 1776 as self-evident facts were actually not the norm of 
the time.  It was mocked as a meaningless set of platitudes that could never be applied.  
Rather it is a noble ongoing, unfulfilled effort to expand the reach of its ideals and 
implement them in the real world.  Since that date, it has been adopted by over 100 
nations globally, 31 of those since 1989.  Today it is a relevant document regarding 
international conversation and activism over equality. 
 
We tend to think of the Declaration of Independence as fixed in time.  It is just the 
beginning of conversation, not the end.  We are supposed to have a government based 
on deliberation and conversation, with all of us having a seat at the table, to arrive at a 
better resolution than anyone of us could have figured out on our own. 
 
The world of 1776 was a hierarchical one, not one in which everyone imagined equality 
was the right goal.  The thought then was that a king was needed to keep a society 
together dispensing law and order.  It was a great chain of inequality, down to nobility, 
to yeomen, and finally enslaved people who didn’t even have possession of their 
physical bodies.  The Declaration of Independence was grounds for rebellion based upon 
natural personal rights which immediately challenged the whole system. 
 
During the 1600’s and 1700’s thousands of enslaved people rose up in an ongoing fight 
against their slavery.  Over 5,000 of African descent served in the Continental Army to 
assert those same rights.  People in 1776 were struggling with what equality and liberty 
meant and right now we are asking the same questions. 
 
History is not linear.  It is not always arcing toward the light.  It disappoints after periods 
of hope with bitter disappointment.  In 1776, there were half a million enslaved people, 
in 1861, there were four million.  People have to fight for it with work and talk to come 
to some kind of solution.  It doesn’t just happen. 
 
Today’s protests give us an opportunity to look at this document with a different 
perspective.  How are we living in the promises set forth in the Declaration?  Each 
generation must look at itself and ask are we making progress?   What we are seeing 
today is an outgrowth of repeated failures over time to live up to what we are striving 
for. What can we do differently this time? That is what each generation has to decide. 
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Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 
Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
 

Please call any time for emergencies. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Worship is Sunday morning at 10:00 

AM and beginning on June 5, Saturday 

evening at 5:00 PM. 

 

Reservations for worship are 

required. Masks are required at all 

times. Singing and group responses are to 

be kept at a minimum. The pandemic is 

still with us and we must stay vigilant. As 

the CDC has stated, “Vigilance Matters 

When Viruses Vary.”   

 

The service will always be available on our 

Facebook Page (facebook.com/

stpaulshainesport) and our webpage 

(www.stpaulsh.org—click on “Livestream 

Available button”) for those unable or not 

ready to attend. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for all the cards and kind 
thoughts sent to us on the passing of our 
daughter, Mary. 
 
Bob and Berte Harrison 
 
*** 
 
A big thank you to all the St. Paul’s 
members that donated food, bags and 
boxes to help me with my National Honor 
Society project.  It was very much 
appreciated! 
 
Zachary Catanzariti 

Pastoral Acts for May 
 

Baptisms:  None 

Funerals:  None 

Memorial Service:  Frank Troilo 

mailto:stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As another month rolls over to start the 
warm days of summer, I’m hopeful and 
overjoyed at the progress toward normal 
the congregation is achieving. On May 9, 
we opened our sanctuary again for people 
who choose to worship in person, all the 
while still being able to provide streamed 
worship simultaneously for our loved ones 
who are still home safely. I feel the healing 
begin as we sing new and classic hymns 
given to us by our worship team faithfully 
every week.  
 
As I understand all are not quite ready or 
able to venture out, I look forward to the 
time (hopefully soon) where we will be all 
in person without fear.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing what this 
summer brings with VBS and more social 
groups coming together.  
 
As always: any concerns, questions or even 
a little “in-person chat” will always be 
available from any of our terrific and 
faithful council members. If you are unsure 
of who they are, or how you can join 
council, please call the church office and 
Rosanne will put you in touch with any one 
of us.  
 
You are always in my thoughts and 
prayers, 
Jen McLaren 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re baaaackk!  Isn’t it wonderful to be 
back together inside again?  Being inside 
means different logistics, and of course it 
means we need ushers.   
 
Thank you to Ken Hibbert for taking up the 
mantle and leading the team of ushers to 
help us navigate the new way to “do 
church.” 
 
Thank you to all those who have stepped 
up—whether you’re taking temps, guiding 
people into the building, handing out 
bulletins, directing people to their seats.  
You are all essential!! 
 
Thank you Ken and the ushering team!     
 
 

We appreciate you! 
 
PS—As Ken recovers from emergency 
surgery, we thank all who have stepped up 
even more.  Please continue in prayer for 
Ken. 
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Youth News 
 
The Confirmation Class 
of 2020 was finally able 
to have their Affirmation 
of Baptism on Sunday, 
May 23, 2021.  
Congratulations to our 
Confirmands, Sara 

Elizabeth Bozarth, Casey Colbridge, 
Chelsea Davis, Kylie Elizabeth Shenton 
and Thomas James Hoppe. 
 
Don’t forget! CROSSROADS is opening 
for in-person camp this year!  You can 
check their website for more information 
regarding camp weeks, registration, etc. 

(crossroadsretreat.com). Camp is open to 
kids grades 2-8 and then high school 
student grades 9-12.  There is also 
opportunity for the older kids to do a 
S.E.E.K. or Leader-in-Training week (see 
website for more info).  We do strongly 
encourage our youth to attend CrossRoads 
and/or The Winter Youth Gathering 
(formerly Among the Wolves) at least 
once.  It is such a wonderful, positive 
experience for our kids.  The kids can 
go  alone…they won’t feel alone for long, 
ask someone from church to go with them 
or grab a friend or friends to go, however 
you can do it!  You most definitely won’t 
regret it, and guaranteed your child will 
never forget it! 
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Social Ministry 
 

 
 
We continue to collect 
for the food pantry. You 
can drop off donations in 
the vestibule Monday 
through Friday or on the 

cart in the narthex on Saturday or Sunday. 
 
Feeding America, the nations largest anti-
hunger organization, has seen a 60% 
increase in food bank users during the 
pandemic. 
 
The shelters are also in need of paper, 
plastic and cloth bags.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

Baking for  

Mt. Nebo 
 
Thank you to all who have 

continued to provide baked 

goods for Mt. Nebo!  They 

are greatly appreciated!   

 

The sign-up sheet for June is up on the 

door in the vestibule or you can contact the 

office to sign up.  Contact Rosanne with 

questions.  

 
 
 

 

Red Cross  
Blood Drives 

 
Due to the great need for 
donors and lessened 
availability of donation sites, 
we have been hosting 
monthly blood drives. The need for blood 
is critical, and our drives have been  very 
successful, meeting or exceeding the goals 
set by the Red Cross 
 
The June 25, July 16, and August 20 dates 
are currently available to book on online at 
redcrossblood.org.  Use sponsor code St 
Paul Lutheran Hainesport. 
 
Save a life, give blood! 
 

 
Gift Cards 
 
Acme and ShopRite gift cards 
are still available for purchase! 

  
You can contact the office to purchase 
cards. 
 
 
 

Can Tabs 
 

We are still collecting can tabs to benefit 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.  You 
can drop off your can tabs in the vestibule 
on during office hours or in 
the narthex after services.  
Please contact Joyce 
Alexander if you have any 
questions.  Thank you!  
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Hello St. Paul’s! 
 
This time of year always leaves me a bit sad…  Why?  At the time I write this article, 
Sunday School is about to end for the summer.   
 
Last summer was unique as we held Sunday School all summer!  What  
a year we had!  We did science experiments to say, “Look how cool  
God is!” 
 
We also highlighted how good God makes us feel.  I hope you will always associate 
Gig.Gle! or giggling with God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because God is oh so good, how can you not smile to yourself? 
 
A huge thank you to our St. Paul’s friends for supporting St. Paul’s Sunday School!  
Elaine Jardine, Karen Platt, Ken Hibbert, Connie Rossano among many other adults.  
Know that St. Paul’s SS is where we belong!  Thanks to Team SS for making Sunday 
School happen!  Jon Soltesz and Trish Colbridge:  we could not have done the tech 
without you!  Krissy Soltesz:  God is good all the time and all the time, sing with Ms. 
Krissy!  Sunday School has that extra special Gig.Gle!  because you help us praise 
God with song!  I am looking forward to many more “Yay God!” moments with all of 
St. Paul’s! 
 
Bev Grazioli 
beverly.j@outlook.com 

Sunday School – Yay God for Sunday School! 

God is good. 

God loves everyone! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study Zoom 

3 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 

4 5 

5:00 PM Worship 

6 

10:00 AM Worship  
 

7 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

8 

7:00 PM Property Team 
Meeting (CR) 

9 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study Zoom 

10 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

5:00 PM Worship 

13 
10:00 AM Worship  
 

 

14 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
 
 

15 

7:00 PM Council Meeting, 
Zoom (the Council 
meetings are open to 
members as always—
contact the office for the 
Zoom link) 

16 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 

7:00 PM Bible Study Zoom 

17 
6:00 PM Finance Mtg 
(Zoom) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 
 
 
 

18 

 

19 

5:00 PM Worship 

20 
10:00 AM Worship  
 
 
 

21 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 

 
23 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study Zoom 
 
 

24 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 
 

 
 

25 

9:00 AM Blood Drive (PH) 

26 

5:00 PM Worship 

27 
10:00 AM Worship  
 

 
 

 

28 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
 
 

29 30 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM NA (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study Zoom 

 

Church Bldg 
H - Heritage Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 
 

 
Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
CR - Conference 
Room 
 

2020 
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We continue to collect 
for the food pantry. You 
can drop off donations in 
the vestibule Monday 
through Friday or on the 

cart in the narthex on Saturday or Sunday. 
 
Feeding America, the nations largest anti-
hunger organization, has seen a 60% 
increase in food bank users during the 
pandemic. 
 
The shelters are also in need of paper, 
plastic and cloth bags.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

Baking for  
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Thank you to all who have 
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goods for Mt. Nebo!  They 
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set by the Red Cross 
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are currently available to book on online at 
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Paul Lutheran Hainesport. 
 
Save a life, give blood! 
 

 
Gift Cards 
 
Acme and ShopRite gift cards 
are still available for purchase! 
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cards. 
 
 
 

Can Tabs 
 

We are still collecting can tabs to benefit 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.  You 
can drop off your can tabs in the vestibule 
on during office hours or in 
the narthex after services.  
Please contact Joyce 
Alexander if you have any 
questions.  Thank you!  
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Hello St. Paul’s! 
 
This time of year always leaves me a bit sad…  Why?  At the time I write this article, 
Sunday School is about to end for the summer.   
 
Last summer was unique as we held Sunday School all summer!  What  
a year we had!  We did science experiments to say, “Look how cool  
God is!” 
 
We also highlighted how good God makes us feel.  I hope you will always associate 
Gig.Gle! or giggling with God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because God is oh so good, how can you not smile to yourself? 
 
A huge thank you to our St. Paul’s friends for supporting St. Paul’s Sunday School!  
Elaine Jardine, Karen Platt, Ken Hibbert, Connie Rossano among many other adults.  
Know that St. Paul’s SS is where we belong!  Thanks to Team SS for making Sunday 
School happen!  Jon Soltesz and Trish Colbridge:  we could not have done the tech 
without you!  Krissy Soltesz:  God is good all the time and all the time, sing with Ms. 
Krissy!  Sunday School has that extra special Gig.Gle!  because you help us praise 
God with song!  I am looking forward to many more “Yay God!” moments with all of 
St. Paul’s! 
 
Bev Grazioli 
beverly.j@outlook.com 

Sunday School – Yay God for Sunday School! 

God is good. 

God loves everyone! 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As another month rolls over to start the 
warm days of summer, I’m hopeful and 
overjoyed at the progress toward normal 
the congregation is achieving. On May 9, 
we opened our sanctuary again for people 
who choose to worship in person, all the 
while still being able to provide streamed 
worship simultaneously for our loved ones 
who are still home safely. I feel the healing 
begin as we sing new and classic hymns 
given to us by our worship team faithfully 
every week.  
 
As I understand all are not quite ready or 
able to venture out, I look forward to the 
time (hopefully soon) where we will be all 
in person without fear.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing what this 
summer brings with VBS and more social 
groups coming together.  
 
As always: any concerns, questions or even 
a little “in-person chat” will always be 
available from any of our terrific and 
faithful council members. If you are unsure 
of who they are, or how you can join 
council, please call the church office and 
Rosanne will put you in touch with any one 
of us.  
 
You are always in my thoughts and 
prayers, 
Jen McLaren 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re baaaackk!  Isn’t it wonderful to be 
back together inside again?  Being inside 
means different logistics, and of course it 
means we need ushers.   
 
Thank you to Ken Hibbert for taking up the 
mantle and leading the team of ushers to 
help us navigate the new way to “do 
church.” 
 
Thank you to all those who have stepped 
up—whether you’re taking temps, guiding 
people into the building, handing out 
bulletins, directing people to their seats.  
You are all essential!! 
 
Thank you Ken and the ushering team!     
 
 

We appreciate you! 
 
PS—As Ken recovers from emergency 
surgery, we thank all who have stepped up 
even more.  Please continue in prayer for 
Ken. 

9 

Youth News 
 
The Confirmation Class 
of 2020 was finally able 
to have their Affirmation 
of Baptism on Sunday, 
May 23, 2021.  
Congratulations to our 
Confirmands, Sara 

Elizabeth Bozarth, Casey Colbridge, 
Chelsea Davis, Kylie Elizabeth Shenton 
and Thomas James Hoppe. 
 
Don’t forget! CROSSROADS is opening 
for in-person camp this year!  You can 
check their website for more information 
regarding camp weeks, registration, etc. 

(crossroadsretreat.com). Camp is open to 
kids grades 2-8 and then high school 
student grades 9-12.  There is also 
opportunity for the older kids to do a 
S.E.E.K. or Leader-in-Training week (see 
website for more info).  We do strongly 
encourage our youth to attend CrossRoads 
and/or The Winter Youth Gathering 
(formerly Among the Wolves) at least 
once.  It is such a wonderful, positive 
experience for our kids.  The kids can 
go  alone…they won’t feel alone for long, 
ask someone from church to go with them 
or grab a friend or friends to go, however 
you can do it!  You most definitely won’t 
regret it, and guaranteed your child will 
never forget it! 
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Is the Declaration Still Relevant? 
 
The Declaration of Independence, Then and Now* - Philip Mead, 
Chief Historian of the Museum of the American Revolution, views on 
how current events provides a new look into the history and meaning 
of the Declaration of Independence. 
 

Most of what were described in 1776 as self-evident facts were actually not the norm of 
the time.  It was mocked as a meaningless set of platitudes that could never be applied.  
Rather it is a noble ongoing, unfulfilled effort to expand the reach of its ideals and 
implement them in the real world.  Since that date, it has been adopted by over 100 
nations globally, 31 of those since 1989.  Today it is a relevant document regarding 
international conversation and activism over equality. 
 
We tend to think of the Declaration of Independence as fixed in time.  It is just the 
beginning of conversation, not the end.  We are supposed to have a government based 
on deliberation and conversation, with all of us having a seat at the table, to arrive at a 
better resolution than anyone of us could have figured out on our own. 
 
The world of 1776 was a hierarchical one, not one in which everyone imagined equality 
was the right goal.  The thought then was that a king was needed to keep a society 
together dispensing law and order.  It was a great chain of inequality, down to nobility, 
to yeomen, and finally enslaved people who didn’t even have possession of their 
physical bodies.  The Declaration of Independence was grounds for rebellion based upon 
natural personal rights which immediately challenged the whole system. 
 
During the 1600’s and 1700’s thousands of enslaved people rose up in an ongoing fight 
against their slavery.  Over 5,000 of African descent served in the Continental Army to 
assert those same rights.  People in 1776 were struggling with what equality and liberty 
meant and right now we are asking the same questions. 
 
History is not linear.  It is not always arcing toward the light.  It disappoints after periods 
of hope with bitter disappointment.  In 1776, there were half a million enslaved people, 
in 1861, there were four million.  People have to fight for it with work and talk to come 
to some kind of solution.  It doesn’t just happen. 
 
Today’s protests give us an opportunity to look at this document with a different 
perspective.  How are we living in the promises set forth in the Declaration?  Each 
generation must look at itself and ask are we making progress?   What we are seeing 
today is an outgrowth of repeated failures over time to live up to what we are striving 
for. What can we do differently this time? That is what each generation has to decide. 
 

3 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 
Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
 

Please call any time for emergencies. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Worship is Sunday morning at 10:00 

AM and beginning on June 5, Saturday 

evening at 5:00 PM. 

 

Reservations for worship are 

required. Masks are required at all 

times. Singing and group responses are to 

be kept at a minimum. The pandemic is 

still with us and we must stay vigilant. As 

the CDC has stated, “Vigilance Matters 

When Viruses Vary.”   

 

The service will always be available on our 

Facebook Page (facebook.com/

stpaulshainesport) and our webpage 

(www.stpaulsh.org—click on “Livestream 

Available button”) for those unable or not 

ready to attend. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for all the cards and kind 
thoughts sent to us on the passing of our 
daughter, Mary. 
 
Bob and Berte Harrison 
 
*** 
 
A big thank you to all the St. Paul’s 
members that donated food, bags and 
boxes to help me with my National Honor 
Society project.  It was very much 
appreciated! 
 
Zachary Catanzariti 

Pastoral Acts for May 
 

Baptisms:  None 

Funerals:  None 

Memorial Service:  Frank Troilo 

mailto:stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org
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Dear Siblings in 
Christ; 
 
How are you as we 
begin to emerge 
from the pandemic?  

Is re-entry a smooth transition for you or 
are you struggling to re-connect?  The CDC 
and the World Health Organization haven’t 
declared the pandemic over yet, but here in 
the United States, we are getting closer.  
The people of India continue to struggle 
mightily – we pray for all around the world 
still suffering with many infections and 
deaths.  Children are just beginning to be 
vaccinated so we remain vigilant and 
cautious – for the sake of our neighbor.  We 
heard in the Gospel for Pentecost that Jesus 
was sending an advocate to be with us, and 
indeed, the Holy Spirit has sustained us 
through the past fifteen months as we 
isolated at home and kept our distance 
when did have to venture out. 
 
Psalm 126 offers us a communal prayer of 
thanksgiving.  The original context is 
thanksgiving after the return from exile in 
Babylon.  I invite you to pray this Psalm as 
we slowly move from covid captivity – our 
own exile – to vaccine vitality (Thank you 
Pastor Moore). 
 

Psalm 126 
 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of 
Zion, 
   we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
   and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
   ‘The Lord has done great things for 
them.’ 

The Lord has done great things for us, 
   and we rejoiced. 
 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
   like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
May those who sow in tears 
   reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, 
   bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
   carrying their sheaves. 
 
The Psalm begins as thanksgiving and 
moves to a prayer for help and blessing.  
It’s “both-and” not “either-or”.  My prayer 
is that this Psalm will bring comfort and 
hope in the days and weeks ahead as we 
move from many restrictions to opening up. 
 
Reminder: Saturday Evening Worship will 
resume on 5 June.  Safety protocols remain 
in effect.  We’ll be using paper bulletins 
until we identify volunteers to click the 
power point slides in the Sound Room. 
 
Our Wrapped in Love celebration will be 
held on Sunday, 20 June.  All high school 
graduates associated with St. Paul’s receive 
a quilt.  Information on our Shaped for 
Serving celebration for college graduates 
will be available soon.  Watch the FYI for 
more information. 
 
Finally, there is an opening on Council due 
to a resignation for personal reasons.  If 
you are interested, please call me at 609-
410-2828. 
 
God bless you this summer.  I’ll see you in 
church! 
 

Pastor Elaine + 
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SUGGESTION OF THE MONTH - Each 
citizen allowed to vote has the choice of  
supporting our Declaration of  
Independence,  Constitution, and  our  
democratic form of government or leading 
our world into unknown chaos.  Pray for 
our nation, the world, and all people. 
 
* Philadelphia Inquirer, Sunday, July 5, 2020, page 
E3, Q & A, interview with .Philip Mead, Doctorate 
in American History, Harvard University, author 

 

 
 

Council Opening 

 

We have an open 
position for a Council 
member.  Please contact 
Pastor Elaine if you are 
interested in serving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometime during the month of April  

send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 

 

Ken Hibbert 

2 Kensington Drive 

Eastampton, NJ 08060 

Bosnia IST 
 Anniversary 

Concert 
 
 
We can’t sing in 
Bosnia this year, but 
vaccination has made 
it possible for us to gather at home. 
Come join Larry Olson — Live! In 
Person! — for an outdoor concert and 
storytelling to celebrate 20 years of the 
Bosnia International Servant Trip.  
 
When: 3:00 p.m. Saturday, June 12 
(rain date 3:00 p.m. Sunday, June 13) 
 
Where: outdoor worship area, Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church, 61 Route 70 
East, Marlton, NJ 08053 
 
Bring chairs or a blanket to sit on. A 
free will offering will be collected to 
benefit special needs education in 
Bosnia. 
 
Questions? Contact Cindy Henry at 
bosnia@njsynod.org 

mailto:bosnia@njsynod.org
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The Last Word 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Father's day to all the 

fantastic fathers, grandfathers, 

step-fathers and fathers  

by heart!  
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Wrapped in Love 

June 20, 2021 
 

Celebrating all High School Graduates 
 

Each high school graduate receives a quilt 

handmade by our Needle & Thread Group. If 

you or your child will be a High School 

Graduate this year and would like to 

participate in this Faith Milestone, please 

contact the church office by June 7. 

 

We need a picture for the bulletin board! You 

can email pictures to 

stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop one off 

at the office. 




