The Last Word

THE CHIMES - January 2021
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

New Year’s Prayer
Thank you Lord for giving me
the brand new year ahead.

Help me live the way I should
as each new day I tread.
Give me gentle wisdom

that I might help a friend,
give me strength and courage
so a shoulder I might lend.
The year ahead is empty,
help me fill it with good things.

Each new day filled with joy
and happiness it brings.
Amen.
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Dear Siblings in
Christ:

We will get there. It’s getting brighter
every day. The true light has come and the
darkness cannot overcome it.

The light shines in
the darkness, and the God bless you and keep you this New Year.
darkness did not
overcome it. Christ, our true light has
Your partner in the Gospel,
come and the light of Christ does not go
Pastor Elaine
out. Each day now, there is a bit more
daylight, reminding us that the darkness of
midwinter and of a global pandemic will
Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info
not last forever. It is getting brighter every
Cell: 609-410-2828
day – thanks be to God!
Office: 609-267-0740 x 21
Email: pastorecq@stpaulsh.org
Hospital and frontline workers are
beginning to be vaccinated. Nursing home
residents are beginning to be vaccinated. It Please call any time for emergencies.
takes time, even more patience is required
of us, but it is getting brighter every day.
Our turn will come, in time. So in this time
when even more patience is required of us I
remind you to pray, look to the light that is
Christ, the true light which enlightens each
and every one of us.
With you, I am praying fervently that 2021
will be happier for the whole of God’s
creation, for all of God’s children around
the globe, and that we’ll be able to come
together in worship and sing at the top of
our lungs again. I am looking forward to
the day when the nave will be filled. I am
looking forward to the day when I can visit
in homes and hospital again. I am looking
forward to the day when we can take off
our masks and see smiles. I am looking
forward to the day when we return to three
worship services every weekend and we
celebrate Holy Communion at each one of
them. Even more patience is required of
us.
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10. Cherish your senior years - Smile
more nowadays and be more warmly
approachable than ever. This supports the
scientific phenomenon known as the Ubend of life - the discovery that the world’s
happiest people tend to be those who are in
their 80’s and beyond.

Happy New Year!
Be safe - wear a mask - practice social
distancing
*AARP, The Magazine,October/November, 2020,
volume 63, Number 6C, page 54 by Bryan
Kozlowski

Bible Studies
This month, we have two new Bible
Studies starting on Zoom.
On Sundays from 9:00—9:45 AM
beginning January 10, Don Henry and Don
Potts will be leading a Bible Study. The
topics will vary from week to week.
Watch for a schedule of topics coming
soon. Contact Don H., Don P., or the office
to get the link to participate in this study!

Wednesdays 7:00-8:00 pm – beginning
January 13, with Pastor Elaine. We’ll read
Thrivent Choice Dollars
one of the classics of Western Spirituality:
Dark Night of the Soul by St. John of the
Did you know eligible Thrivent members Cross, a Spanish mystic born in 1542 – a
can recommend where Thrivent distributes few years before Luther dies. It may
a portion of its charitable funding by
sound dreadful, it isn’t! One writer notes,
directing Choice Dollars. You can direct “It is perhaps not an exaggeration to say
Choice Dollars from your Thrivent account that the verse and prose works combined
to St. Paul’s.
of St. John of the Cross form at once the
most grandiose and the most melodious
Just log into your Thrivent account to get spiritual canticle to which anyone has ever
started!
given utterance.” There are still openings
and the book is available in the church
office. You are encouraged to read the
Note and Introduction before the first
class.
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LIFE LESSONS TO GUIDE US THROUGH 2021, A
YEAR OF CHANGE*
94 Year old Queen Elizabeth II, the world’s longest reigning monarch
follows these ten rules for staying vital and coping with life’s ups and
downs. We all could do the same.
1. Recharge your willpower - Her self control seems limitless because she takes time to
replenish it. Research shows that willpower is like a battery that needs routine
charging. For her, tea time with a sweet snack is her sacred break in a hectic day.
2. Stick to a schedule - She calms her mind by following a strict daily regimen, ending
each day by writing in her journal.
3. Develop your own sense of purpose - Studies show having a dedicated cause helps
immunity and reduces risk of Alzheimer's.

4. Serve others - Giving yourself to good causes can do as much as anything…to help
you put your own worries into perspective. Your reward for doing so: an infusion of
anti-inflammatory hormones.
5. Sweeten the self-talk - You can often put things out of your mind which are
disagreeable. Follow President-Elect Biden’s example on this. So-called
purposeful repressors—people who consciously dial down negative mind chatter—
benefit from a kind of psychological armor. “The trouble with gloom is that it feeds
upon itself.”
6. Brush aside vanity - Make a deliberate effort to practice what behavioral
psychologists call self-distancing. With a complete lack of vanity, comb through the
daily onslaught of personal stories in the sensational tabloids and still remain a detached
and, frequently amused spectator.

Happy New Year and welcome to 2021!
Most of us would agree that we’re happy to
say good-bye to 2020, and we hope for
better things in this New Year.

Staff, Council, Teams,

Committees:
Annual Reports Are Due

We want to say thank you now to everyone
who helped us all make it through 2020.

No Later than
Wednesday,

Thanks to everyone who:

January 15

•
•

Please turn your report in to

•
•

the church office.

•
•

E-mail is preferred, but printed reports
will also be accepted.

•

7. Never stop playing - Still take time almost every day to play as you loved to as a
child. Doing so can keep your muscles active and your mind remarkably agile thanks to
play’s unique ability to suspend the brain in a youthful flexible state.
8. Keep the faith - Attend church every Sunday and pray every night before bed, these
are grounding rites that should be an essential part of your resilience. What
ever worries the world throws at you, remember Jesus is always at your side.
9. Be open to change - At a time such as what we are overwhelmed by now, many find
it hard to accept these altered conditions. Never stop learning and adapting. Change has
become a constant. The way we embrace it defines our future.
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•
•

made worship happen
continued to participate in worship and
give as able.
donated to the food panty.
took part in the Thanksgiving food
drive.
bought gifts for the giving tree.
donated cookies to be given to our
health care heroes at Virtua Mt. Holly
called someone and gave them an
encouraging word
prayed for their friends and neighbors
saw a need an filled it.

Thank you to each and everyone of you
who did this and so much more.

Pastoral Acts for December
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Memorial Services: None

We appreciate you!!
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and while I still remain on council I will
not be serving as an officer so this is my
last spotlight.
May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!
Thanks to everyone who was able to attend Psalm 29:11
Part 1 of the Annual Congregational
Meeting last month. We had a quorum
Karen Platt
allowing us to vote on council members
and the 2021 ministry plan. Both were
unanimously approved. The meeting was
recorded and posted on the St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church Hainesport private
member facebook page. Link to the
video: https://
www.facebook.com/1563580045/
videos/10217877732645988/
Your 2021 Council is: Trish Colbridge,
Donna DeCillis, Bev Grazioli, Don Henry,
Natalie Houwen, Jenna McKinney, Jen
McLaren, Ann Macintosh, Jana Opperman,
Karen Platt, and Sandy Sambucci. Ken
Hibbert and Wayne Simpson continue to
serve as non-voting members.

January Card
Shower
Sometime during the month of January
send a card of care and
encouragement to:

Thanks to outgoing council members Jeff
Alexander, Sandy Horn and Rich Moyer
for their contributions over these past
years.

Dave Pagenkopf
830 Deacon Road
Hainesport, NJ 08036

Thanks to the worship team for continuing
to work with the new equipment and
software to improve our virtual worship
experience.

from 1 – 3 pm
Grades 6 – 8: Saturday, March 13
from 10 am – 12 pm

Youth & Family
On Friday, December 4,
our youth group took part
in a Christmas tree
decorating contest held at
the Historic Smithville
Park. The winner will be
announced on January 2.

There is a suggested registration fee of $15
for these retreats.
Any questions please contact Trish
Colbridge via phone or text at 609-9297817 or TColbridgeStPauls@gmail.com

The Youth Group also sent out close to 100
holiday greetings to our St. Paul’s senior
members and families. Many thanks to our
Gift Cards
youth group for doing this!
Cross Roads has announced their upcoming
virtual youth retreats in February for K-8th
grades. Information is below & you can
register your child/children for the retreats
on the Cross Roads website at
crossroadsretreat.com . Please let me know
if you register as I will be taking part as a
youth leader. We would love to see our St.
Paul’s youth take part in the retreat.

Acme and ShopRite gift
cards are still available
for purchase!

“EXPLORE! with Cross Roads this winter
at our virtual youth retreats. Over the
course of a few hours, kids and youth
leaders will EXPLORE the ways God is
present in our world and in our lives. We
will play games, read stories from the
Bible, get moving, worship together, and
have fun!”

Contact Ken Hibbert, Connie Rossano or
the church office to order your cards.
We have also decided to sell the regular gift
cards all year-round. Orders will be
collected throughout the month and then
placed once a month. When your gift cards
arrive, you will be notified to arrange pick
up.

There are three EXPLORE! retreat dates
and times for different age groups:

It has been an honor to serve as your
council president for these past two years.
We will be voting for new officers at a
reorganization meeting in early January,

Contact Ken Hibbert or Rosanne Scassero
for a copy of the order form.

Grades K – 2: Saturday, February 13
from 10 am – 12 pm
Grades 3 – 5: Saturday, February 13
4

Cards for each store are available in
denominations of $100, $50, or
$25. Payment must be made in advance and
checks should be made payable to St.
Paul's.
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Red Cross
Blood Drives

Social Ministry

Due to the great need for
blood donors and the limited
availability of donation sites,
we continue hosting monthly
blood drive for the Red Cross.

Christmas Giving Tree

Many, many thanks to everyone who
participated in the Giving Tree
ministry. Whether you purchased gifts/gift The January 22 date is currently available
cards, donated tags and wrapping paper, or to book on redcrossblood.org. Use
sponsor code St Paul Lutheran Hainesport.
delivered them to the school, your effort
and generosity is truly appreciated.
We were able to support
several needy families
with 9 children from
Folwell School in Mt.
Holly. We also collected
a generous number of
grocery gift cards to help
feed these families over
the holidays.

January Food
Collection
We continue to collect
for the food pantry. You can drop off
donations Monday through Thursday. You
can leave your donations in the vestibule,
and Rosanne will bring them into the
building.

We are truly blessed with such a caring
congregation!
Sandy Sambucci & Laurie Maccri

Food pantries nationwide have seen an
20% increase since March in the amount of
food they have been distributing. All
donations are welcome!
The shelters are also in need of paper,
plastic and cloth bags. Thank you!

Sunday School – Tell It!
Come, Gig.Gle with us!
Then “Tell It!”
Then Gig.Gle! some more!
Did you see Sunday School’s Christmas presentation called “Tell It”? If you did
not get the opportunity to see it and you cannot find it on St. Paul’s Facebook
page, contact me. I will share with you via e-mail or thumb drive, whatever is
easier for you. It is 5 minutes and 54 seconds worthy of your time!
Seventeen young people participated in this fast-paced, energetic version of Go
Tell on the Mountain. The song itself is not traditionally sung during the video
per se. Lyrics to the song along with bible passages from Luke and commentary
are all interspersed to encourage you to “tell it”. I encourage you to view it. The
kids did not write this particular script in its entirety. I wrote it with them in mind.
Yes! You can’t help but Gig.Gle when you see “Tell It!” The best part of the
video is how the kids “Tell It!” These particular ideas were written by the kids,
and I thoroughly enjoyed this segment of the video!

I hope that I am impressing upon our young people and our adults that “Sunday
School” is not just a little kid thing that we do. Sunday School is a mindset that
you are never too old to learn about how God is good, Jesus is Joy and how the
Holy Spirit rocks our world. We offer new and different perspectives for
everyone to consider.
Did you catch that? Yes! You read that correctly! The number was correct…
17! Many families individually recorded parts of the script in their own homes.
They sent me their clips and they were put together. Once again, a special thanks
to our parents who were willing to support another one of my ideas… what must
have seemed like yet another thing to do. Parents… You did it brilliantly! Thank
you to Ericka Soles for her assistance in getting it into a final format.
You are always welcome in Sunday School! When you’re ready, we hope you’ll
just “Tell It!”
Bev Grazioli
beverly.j@outlook.com
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Church Bldg
H - Heritage Room
M - Music Room
N - Narthex
O - Church Office
PH - Parish Hall
Ed - Education

Wing
S - Sanctuary
CR - Conference
Room
Study House (SH)
C - Conference
Room

3

G - Great Room
L - Library
Q - Quilt Room
B - Basement

Sat
2
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17

2021
Church Office Closed

4
National Spaghetti Day

5

6
7:00 PM NA (PH)
Epiphany

7
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(Parking Lot)

8
Grab some books from the
local library

9
Read Ecclesiastes 3:11

10

11
Call a friend

12
7:00 PM Property Team
Meeting (CR)

13
7:00 PM NA (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study Zoom

14
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(Parking Lot)

15
Clean out your email inbox

16
Read Psalm 121

17

18

19
7:00 PM Council Meeting,
Zoom

20
7:00 PM NA (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study Zoom

21
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(Parking Lot)

22
9:00 AM Blood Drive (PH)

23
Read Isaiah 40:31

26
National Peanut Brittle Day

27
7:00 PM NA (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study Zoom

28
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(Parking Lot)

29
Clean out your closet and
donate old clothes

30
Read 1 Peter 1:3

10:00 AM Worship Facebook Live / Outdoors
weather permitting
11:00 Sunday School FB Live
1:00 PM Confirmation (Zoom)

9:00 AM Bible Study Zoom
10:00 AM Worship Facebook Live / Outdoors
weather permitting
11:00 Sunday School FB Live
1:00 PM Confirmation (Zoom)

9:00 AM Bible Study Zoom
10:00 AM Worship Facebook Live / Outdoors
weather permitting
11:00 Sunday School FB Live
1:00 PM Confirmation (Zoom)
7:00 PM Youth Group (Zoom)
24 9:00 AM Bible Study Zoom

10:00 AM Worship - Facebook
Live / Outdoors weather permitting
11:00 Sunday School FB Live
1:00 PM Confirmation (Zoom)

31 9:00 AM Bible Study Zoom

10:00 AM Worship - Facebook
Live / Outdoors weather permitting
11:00 Sunday School FB Live
1:00 PM Confirmation (Zoom)

Church Office Closed
25

Red Cross
Blood Drives

Social Ministry

Due to the great need for
blood donors and the limited
availability of donation sites,
we continue hosting monthly
blood drive for the Red Cross.

Christmas Giving Tree

Many, many thanks to everyone who
participated in the Giving Tree
ministry. Whether you purchased gifts/gift The January 22 date is currently available
cards, donated tags and wrapping paper, or to book on redcrossblood.org. Use
sponsor code St Paul Lutheran Hainesport.
delivered them to the school, your effort
and generosity is truly appreciated.
We were able to support
several needy families
with 9 children from
Folwell School in Mt.
Holly. We also collected
a generous number of
grocery gift cards to help
feed these families over
the holidays.

January Food
Collection
We continue to collect
for the food pantry. You can drop off
donations Monday through Thursday. You
can leave your donations in the vestibule,
and Rosanne will bring them into the
building.

We are truly blessed with such a caring
congregation!
Sandy Sambucci & Laurie Maccri

Food pantries nationwide have seen an
20% increase since March in the amount of
food they have been distributing. All
donations are welcome!
The shelters are also in need of paper,
plastic and cloth bags. Thank you!

Sunday School – Tell It!
Come, Gig.Gle with us!
Then “Tell It!”
Then Gig.Gle! some more!
Did you see Sunday School’s Christmas presentation called “Tell It”? If you did
not get the opportunity to see it and you cannot find it on St. Paul’s Facebook
page, contact me. I will share with you via e-mail or thumb drive, whatever is
easier for you. It is 5 minutes and 54 seconds worthy of your time!
Seventeen young people participated in this fast-paced, energetic version of Go
Tell on the Mountain. The song itself is not traditionally sung during the video
per se. Lyrics to the song along with bible passages from Luke and commentary
are all interspersed to encourage you to “tell it”. I encourage you to view it. The
kids did not write this particular script in its entirety. I wrote it with them in mind.
Yes! You can’t help but Gig.Gle when you see “Tell It!” The best part of the
video is how the kids “Tell It!” These particular ideas were written by the kids,
and I thoroughly enjoyed this segment of the video!

I hope that I am impressing upon our young people and our adults that “Sunday
School” is not just a little kid thing that we do. Sunday School is a mindset that
you are never too old to learn about how God is good, Jesus is Joy and how the
Holy Spirit rocks our world. We offer new and different perspectives for
everyone to consider.
Did you catch that? Yes! You read that correctly! The number was correct…
17! Many families individually recorded parts of the script in their own homes.
They sent me their clips and they were put together. Once again, a special thanks
to our parents who were willing to support another one of my ideas… what must
have seemed like yet another thing to do. Parents… You did it brilliantly! Thank
you to Ericka Soles for her assistance in getting it into a final format.
You are always welcome in Sunday School! When you’re ready, we hope you’ll
just “Tell It!”
Bev Grazioli
beverly.j@outlook.com
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and while I still remain on council I will
not be serving as an officer so this is my
last spotlight.
May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!
Thanks to everyone who was able to attend Psalm 29:11
Part 1 of the Annual Congregational
Meeting last month. We had a quorum
Karen Platt
allowing us to vote on council members
and the 2021 ministry plan. Both were
unanimously approved. The meeting was
recorded and posted on the St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church Hainesport private
member facebook page. Link to the
video: https://
www.facebook.com/1563580045/
videos/10217877732645988/
Your 2021 Council is: Trish Colbridge,
Donna DeCillis, Bev Grazioli, Don Henry,
Natalie Houwen, Jenna McKinney, Jen
McLaren, Ann Macintosh, Jana Opperman,
Karen Platt, and Sandy Sambucci. Ken
Hibbert and Wayne Simpson continue to
serve as non-voting members.

January Card
Shower
Sometime during the month of January
send a card of care and
encouragement to:

Thanks to outgoing council members Jeff
Alexander, Sandy Horn and Rich Moyer
for their contributions over these past
years.

Dave Pagenkopf
830 Deacon Road
Hainesport, NJ 08036

Thanks to the worship team for continuing
to work with the new equipment and
software to improve our virtual worship
experience.

from 1 – 3 pm
Grades 6 – 8: Saturday, March 13
from 10 am – 12 pm

Youth & Family
On Friday, December 4,
our youth group took part
in a Christmas tree
decorating contest held at
the Historic Smithville
Park. The winner will be
announced on January 2.

There is a suggested registration fee of $15
for these retreats.
Any questions please contact Trish
Colbridge via phone or text at 609-9297817 or TColbridgeStPauls@gmail.com

The Youth Group also sent out close to 100
holiday greetings to our St. Paul’s senior
members and families. Many thanks to our
Gift Cards
youth group for doing this!
Cross Roads has announced their upcoming
virtual youth retreats in February for K-8th
grades. Information is below & you can
register your child/children for the retreats
on the Cross Roads website at
crossroadsretreat.com . Please let me know
if you register as I will be taking part as a
youth leader. We would love to see our St.
Paul’s youth take part in the retreat.

Acme and ShopRite gift
cards are still available
for purchase!

“EXPLORE! with Cross Roads this winter
at our virtual youth retreats. Over the
course of a few hours, kids and youth
leaders will EXPLORE the ways God is
present in our world and in our lives. We
will play games, read stories from the
Bible, get moving, worship together, and
have fun!”

Contact Ken Hibbert, Connie Rossano or
the church office to order your cards.
We have also decided to sell the regular gift
cards all year-round. Orders will be
collected throughout the month and then
placed once a month. When your gift cards
arrive, you will be notified to arrange pick
up.

There are three EXPLORE! retreat dates
and times for different age groups:

It has been an honor to serve as your
council president for these past two years.
We will be voting for new officers at a
reorganization meeting in early January,

Contact Ken Hibbert or Rosanne Scassero
for a copy of the order form.

Grades K – 2: Saturday, February 13
from 10 am – 12 pm
Grades 3 – 5: Saturday, February 13
4

Cards for each store are available in
denominations of $100, $50, or
$25. Payment must be made in advance and
checks should be made payable to St.
Paul's.
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LIFE LESSONS TO GUIDE US THROUGH 2021, A
YEAR OF CHANGE*
94 Year old Queen Elizabeth II, the world’s longest reigning monarch
follows these ten rules for staying vital and coping with life’s ups and
downs. We all could do the same.
1. Recharge your willpower - Her self control seems limitless because she takes time to
replenish it. Research shows that willpower is like a battery that needs routine
charging. For her, tea time with a sweet snack is her sacred break in a hectic day.
2. Stick to a schedule - She calms her mind by following a strict daily regimen, ending
each day by writing in her journal.
3. Develop your own sense of purpose - Studies show having a dedicated cause helps
immunity and reduces risk of Alzheimer's.

4. Serve others - Giving yourself to good causes can do as much as anything…to help
you put your own worries into perspective. Your reward for doing so: an infusion of
anti-inflammatory hormones.
5. Sweeten the self-talk - You can often put things out of your mind which are
disagreeable. Follow President-Elect Biden’s example on this. So-called
purposeful repressors—people who consciously dial down negative mind chatter—
benefit from a kind of psychological armor. “The trouble with gloom is that it feeds
upon itself.”
6. Brush aside vanity - Make a deliberate effort to practice what behavioral
psychologists call self-distancing. With a complete lack of vanity, comb through the
daily onslaught of personal stories in the sensational tabloids and still remain a detached
and, frequently amused spectator.

Happy New Year and welcome to 2021!
Most of us would agree that we’re happy to
say good-bye to 2020, and we hope for
better things in this New Year.

Staff, Council, Teams,

Committees:
Annual Reports Are Due

We want to say thank you now to everyone
who helped us all make it through 2020.

No Later than
Wednesday,

Thanks to everyone who:

January 15

•
•

Please turn your report in to

•
•

the church office.

•
•

E-mail is preferred, but printed reports
will also be accepted.

•

7. Never stop playing - Still take time almost every day to play as you loved to as a
child. Doing so can keep your muscles active and your mind remarkably agile thanks to
play’s unique ability to suspend the brain in a youthful flexible state.
8. Keep the faith - Attend church every Sunday and pray every night before bed, these
are grounding rites that should be an essential part of your resilience. What
ever worries the world throws at you, remember Jesus is always at your side.
9. Be open to change - At a time such as what we are overwhelmed by now, many find
it hard to accept these altered conditions. Never stop learning and adapting. Change has
become a constant. The way we embrace it defines our future.
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•
•

made worship happen
continued to participate in worship and
give as able.
donated to the food panty.
took part in the Thanksgiving food
drive.
bought gifts for the giving tree.
donated cookies to be given to our
health care heroes at Virtua Mt. Holly
called someone and gave them an
encouraging word
prayed for their friends and neighbors
saw a need an filled it.

Thank you to each and everyone of you
who did this and so much more.

Pastoral Acts for December
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Memorial Services: None

We appreciate you!!
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Dear Siblings in
Christ:

We will get there. It’s getting brighter
every day. The true light has come and the
darkness cannot overcome it.

The light shines in
the darkness, and the God bless you and keep you this New Year.
darkness did not
overcome it. Christ, our true light has
Your partner in the Gospel,
come and the light of Christ does not go
Pastor Elaine
out. Each day now, there is a bit more
daylight, reminding us that the darkness of
midwinter and of a global pandemic will
Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info
not last forever. It is getting brighter every
Cell: 609-410-2828
day – thanks be to God!
Office: 609-267-0740 x 21
Email: pastorecq@stpaulsh.org
Hospital and frontline workers are
beginning to be vaccinated. Nursing home
residents are beginning to be vaccinated. It Please call any time for emergencies.
takes time, even more patience is required
of us, but it is getting brighter every day.
Our turn will come, in time. So in this time
when even more patience is required of us I
remind you to pray, look to the light that is
Christ, the true light which enlightens each
and every one of us.
With you, I am praying fervently that 2021
will be happier for the whole of God’s
creation, for all of God’s children around
the globe, and that we’ll be able to come
together in worship and sing at the top of
our lungs again. I am looking forward to
the day when the nave will be filled. I am
looking forward to the day when I can visit
in homes and hospital again. I am looking
forward to the day when we can take off
our masks and see smiles. I am looking
forward to the day when we return to three
worship services every weekend and we
celebrate Holy Communion at each one of
them. Even more patience is required of
us.
2

10. Cherish your senior years - Smile
more nowadays and be more warmly
approachable than ever. This supports the
scientific phenomenon known as the Ubend of life - the discovery that the world’s
happiest people tend to be those who are in
their 80’s and beyond.

Happy New Year!
Be safe - wear a mask - practice social
distancing
*AARP, The Magazine,October/November, 2020,
volume 63, Number 6C, page 54 by Bryan
Kozlowski

Bible Studies
This month, we have two new Bible
Studies starting on Zoom.
On Sundays from 9:00—9:45 AM
beginning January 10, Don Henry and Don
Potts will be leading a Bible Study. The
topics will vary from week to week.
Watch for a schedule of topics coming
soon. Contact Don H., Don P., or the office
to get the link to participate in this study!

Wednesdays 7:00-8:00 pm – beginning
January 13, with Pastor Elaine. We’ll read
Thrivent Choice Dollars
one of the classics of Western Spirituality:
Dark Night of the Soul by St. John of the
Did you know eligible Thrivent members Cross, a Spanish mystic born in 1542 – a
can recommend where Thrivent distributes few years before Luther dies. It may
a portion of its charitable funding by
sound dreadful, it isn’t! One writer notes,
directing Choice Dollars. You can direct “It is perhaps not an exaggeration to say
Choice Dollars from your Thrivent account that the verse and prose works combined
to St. Paul’s.
of St. John of the Cross form at once the
most grandiose and the most melodious
Just log into your Thrivent account to get spiritual canticle to which anyone has ever
started!
given utterance.” There are still openings
and the book is available in the church
office. You are encouraged to read the
Note and Introduction before the first
class.
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New Year’s Prayer
Thank you Lord for giving me
the brand new year ahead.

Help me live the way I should
as each new day I tread.
Give me gentle wisdom

that I might help a friend,
give me strength and courage
so a shoulder I might lend.
The year ahead is empty,
help me fill it with good things.

Each new day filled with joy
and happiness it brings.
Amen.
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