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THE CHIMES - March 2020
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

The Hutch is back in
town, the Hutch is back
in town, the Hutch is
back in towwwn!
After an brief sojourn to the Parish Hall,
the Hutch is back in the narthex ready and
waiting to collect your food donations!

Palm Sunday Weekend, April 4/5

Good Friday Services, April 10

8:00 AM Palm Sunday Breakfast to benefit
ELCA World Hunger Appeal

12:00 PM The Way of the Cross Worship
7:30 PM Tenebrae Service
Holy Saturday, April 11

Wednesday in Holy Week
12:00 PM Holy Communion and Prayers
for Healing with Anointing
7:30 PM Holy Communion and Prayers for
Healing with Anointing

When you come in the main entrance, you
will see the hutch in the right hand corner
of the narthex along the wall.
Thank you for you continued generous
donations! The food you supply is given
to St. Vincent de Paul, Extended Hands
Ministry and Mt. Nebo Church to help
those in need right here in our own
community.

10:00 AM Children’s Holy Week Service
followed by Easter Egg Hunt and
Easter Journey Event
5:00 PM Easter Vigil
The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter
Sunday), April 12

Maundy Thursday, April 9
12:00 PM Holy Communion at St. Paul’s
Dinner at 6:30 PM and
Worship Service at 7:30 PM at St. Paul’s

9:00 AM Festival Holy Communion Contemporary (Same Spirit Band)
11:00 AM Festival Holy Communion Traditional (Organ and Choirs)

Please join us!
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Daylight Saving Time!
Don’t forget to turn your
clocks ahead one hour on
Sunday, March 8!
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Dear Friends in
Christ,

enjoys, or fasting, has been encouraged by
the church as a way to remember our
sinfulness and our need for God. Of course
Why is Lent special? this has been misused by the church
That was one item
hierarchy at times in order to control
on a returned flier
people. The spiritual disciplines are meant
that has been in the bulletin inviting you to to deepen our relationship with God in
suggest sermon topics or questions for
Christ. So more often these days Christians
Lent.
will speak of what they are “taking on for
Lent.” The ELCA doesn’t force any
First a quick review of the basics: Lent is particular practice on any Christian. One
the forty-day (excluding Sundays) season
may choose to give up getting a Starbucks
of penitence and preparation for the
coffee every day on the way to work and
Triduum (Great Three Days) and Easter.
donate that money to the World Hunger
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday – one of
Appeal, thereby remembering the poor and
the Days of Special Devotion, and the most doing something tangible that will change
solemn day of the church year. Penitence the life of God’s children in need.
is the action of feeling or showing sorrow
and regret for having done wrong;
The whole point is deepening our
repentance. So on Ash Wednesday we
relationship with God, to grow in faith and
receive ashes, an ancient symbol of
in love towards others. If you want to ‘give
repentance, worn as a visible sign of inner up’ or ‘take on’ something for Lent ask
penitence and in recognition of one’s
yourself this question: “How will this bring
mortality.
me closer to God?” If you’re giving up
chocolate so you can lose weight it’s
So, why special? I start with the Gospel
probably not deepening your relationship to
Acclamation. In non-penitential seasons
God. But if you’re giving up chocolate and
we sing an Alleluia verse. In Lent we sing: making an extra donation to the food pantry
“Return to the Lord, your God, for he is
so someone can have bread, then it seems
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
to me you’re following Jesus, and you’ll be
abounding in steadfast love.” We turn
more aware of his presence.
again, or return, to God. We remind
ourselves that we will die, that we need
Lent is special because God is merciful,
God. We turn again, or return, to God
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
through spiritual discipline (NOT
love.
punishment). Spiritual discipline is selfexamination and repentance, prayer and
May God bless your spiritual discipline this
fasting, sacrificial giving and works of
Lenten season. Pastor Elaine
love. Often people will ask or share “what
they are giving up for Lent.” The practice
of giving up something one ordinarily
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Wednesdays in Lent Please remove all
seasonal
decorations from
This Lenten season will be
having Prayers Services each the cemetery by
Wednesday at 12:10 PM. The March 31.

focus will be At the Name of Jesus.
Services will begin at 12:10 PM.

Thank you.

We hope you will join us!

Reminder: No decorative items,
stones, plastic figures or flowers,
or plantings may be left in the
Garden of Life Memorial Garden.

Easter Egg Hunt
&
Easter Journey Event
The Last Supper Role Play
Garden of Gethsemane Prayer Rocks
Roosters – Feathers and Denial
Jesus: Writing on the Wall
For all ages
Saturday, April 11
10:00 AM
Plan on coming for a faithful and fun-filled family morning!
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Sunday School – “Lucky” for Sunday School!
Our Sunday School friends may not know that they are
lucky to be Children of God. They just know they are, and
in Sunday School we learn everyone is a Child of God
because that’s the kind of God we have! He takes care of
everyone, even the old people…

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info
Cell: 609-410-2828
Office: 609-267-0740 x 21
Email: pastorecq@stpaulsh.org
You may call any time for emergencies.

Council Spotlight
Bishop Bartholomew met with the Council
and the Call Committee to explain the call
process. We reviewed the Mission Site
Profile and clarified a few details for the
Bishop. The MSP is now available for
potential candidates to review.

We are a child-and-Jesus-centered Sunday School! Each week,
the children learn about God’s grace through song, stories, and
activities with a focus on what it means to be a Child of God.
In the month of February, we learned about the Sermon on the Mount: the
Beatitudes; Salt and Light; and what to do when we’re angry. Then we learned
about the transfiguration. St. Paul’s is blessed for our SS Friends’ laughter,
participation, and their yearning to keep learning what it means to be children
of God.
Our SS Friends are participating during worship. Check out the 9:00 service!
That didn’t happen by chance! SS welcomes all kids and invites them to be
involved!
Event Alert and Schedule Changes: Sunday School will NOT be held on
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. On Saturday after Good Friday (April 11),
all young people are invited to an Easter Journey and Egg Hunt Event at
St. Paul’s. Look for details in the Chimes, FYI, and on-line.
I am grateful to the fabulous Sunday School Team who works with our children
each week! They embrace God’s grace and live it! They accept kids with all
their moods, anxieties, personalities, and their fun-loving ways. They make
Sunday School interesting and rewarding!
Legend would have us believe that there is a pot of Gold at the end of the
Rainbow. Saint Paul’s kids believe that there is a cross at their fingertips!
Bring your child to Sunday School to learn why we are lucky to be Children
of God!
Bev Grazioli
beverly.j@outlook.com

Worship Words
Penitents

Synod Assembly is May 1-2 at the Westin
in Princeton Forrestal Village. St. Paul’s
can send two adult and two youth
representatives. Please let Pastor Elaine or
a council member know if you are
interested in attending and representing St.
Paul’s.

Latin: “to be sorry”
Those who seek absolution for their
sins.

From Worship Words, R. Van Loon & S. A.
Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 St. Paul’s is hosting the Synod event Faith,
Hope & Love (Building Safer and More
Welcoming Congregations for LGBTQ+
Youth) on Saturday March 21. Help is
needed to set up for the event on Friday
March 20 and St. Paul’s Ambassadors are
needed during the event. Please contact
Jeffrey Alexander at 609-261-1760 or
jeffalexander007@verizon.net if interested.

Visitors are always welcome at all council
meetings which are held on the third
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM. For
more detailed council information the
meeting minutes are always available in
the church narthex.

Pastoral Acts for February
Baptisms: None
Funerals: Jane Challender, Shawn
McCleery
Memorial Services: None

Karen Platt
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Thank You, Thank You!

Social Ministry

Sock Hop
First up, a huge thank you for
all who made our first ever
We will be providing Easter Baskets again Sock Hop a success!! From
this year for the kids at Bridge of Peace in Carol Ritter who got us
Camden and Mt. Nebo in Mt. Holly. In the started with Thrivent start-up
money which paid for the
narthex, you will find laundry baskets to
food and LOTS of socks to everyone who
fill with lists of the items needed.
did all the work shopping, prep work,
These aren’t your “run-of-the-mill” Easter decorating, and cooking. Thanks to the
baskets. We’re asking that the baskets be youth for acting as our servers! And a big
thank you to Ron Champion for the all
filled with toiletries, food items (such as
important music!! We collected 469 pairs
toothbrushes and healthy snacks) and
activity books. Many of these children rely of socks!! Thank you to everyone!
on the free breakfast and lunch provided by
Coat Drive
school, and they may go without over the
Easter break. This year we are also
Another giant thank you to
providing baskets for some of the
everyone who participated in
impoverished elderly.
the Martin Luther King Jr.
Coat Drive! We collected 129
Can’t fill a basket on your own? Go in with
coats!!
your bible study, youth group, or just a
group of friends! We are hoping to fill 30
baskets for the children. The filled bins are The coats, along with the socks, were
donated to the Christian Caring Center to
due back by March 29 so they can be
delivered to Bridge of Peace and Mt. Nebo help the homeless in our area.
in time for Easter. We will also have a
basket to donate items if just want to pick Valentine Cookies
up a few things.
We can’t forget Peg Biringer and all the St.
Paul’s Cookie Bakers for the delicious
If you have any questions,
cookies the made for our
please contact
homebound members. We also
Pat Headrick - 609-234want to thank all those who
7851 or Claudia O’Malley packed and delivered these
609-265-9047.
tasty treats!
Thank you!!

Easter Baskets
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Do not attempt for non-emergency care, a
doctor’s visit or for elective surgery.

Dear Friends of the Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for the cookies you
TIP OF THE MONTH - Sharpen Scissors - delivered to me. Also, thank you for all
Cut sheets of aluminum foil to sharpen
your prayers. The Masonic Village is very
scissors. This also works great on paper
nice and the food is really good.
craft punches.
I think of all of you often and thankful my
*ScottCounsel, Estate & Elder Care Law, Dec.
daughter picks me up for church each
2019, 856-281-3131
Sunday. It is only a15 minutes from here
www.Scottcounsel.com
**The Philadelphia Inquirer, Sunday Feb.16,2020, so that is not bad. Visitors are welcome
anytime. I would be glad to see you.
pg. E2, Health Care
Sincerely,
Bud Steever
To the Valentine
Cookies Committee,
Thank you, everyone,
who participated in
making and packing
the Valentine cookies
for distribution to the shut-ins.

To the Members of St. Paul’s Social
Ministry,
Thank you so much for the Valentine
cookies. They were delicious, and I
enjoyed the variety and taste. It was so
kind of you to remember me, and I really
appreciate your thoughtfulness - it means a
lot to me.

The cookies were delicious, and the fact
that they were gluten free made them even God bless you all!
better because I could eat them!
Vera Jensen
Thank you so much!
Sincerely,
Marilyn Phifer

Thank you to my friends at St. Paul’s for
the delicious cookies. My son enjoys them
and so do I.
Love in Christ,
Eleanor Johnson
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By Clyde Zarkos

March Food Collection
Suggestions for this month: granola bars,
protein bars, cereal, peanut butter and jelly,
100% juice boxes. As always, all items
welcome! Paper, plastic and cloth bags are
also needed.

OUR LOVED ONES IN FACILITIES DURING THE HOLIDAYS* When a loved one moves from their house to an assisted living facility
or nursing home they still need to feel at home. This feeling of
“home” is often highlighted during the holidays even if you think they
may not be cognitively able to fully participate.
It’s important that they know and feel they are still a crucial part of our lives, no matter
where they reside. Try to gather family and make it a special time. Check the facility’s
calendar of events to see if you can participate in any of them.
If your loved one has dementia, they may be easily confused by changes in their
surroundings. Elders likely can remember things from the past. Bringing old and
familiar holiday decorations, family photos and memorabilia from the past to decorate
their room will be comforting as would favorite music. Preparing a special favorite
meal and bringing it can also be very heartening.
Holidays can be stressful so if some family members cannot make it to see your loved
one, use your cell phone to FaceTime or if the facility has Wi-Fi to accommodate
webcams or Skype, use that to connect with them. Best wishes for happy and healthy
holidays to all.
HOW TO FIGHT BIG SURPRISE EMERGENCY ROOM BILLS** - If the hospital,
emergency room or a doctor in it is attending to the patient is not in the insurers
network you can be billed for whatever the the provider wants to charge if you simply
sign the hospital’s financial and treatment consent form or computer pad when signing
in. In the latter case, request a paper copy. Cross out the sections calling for whatever
the amount the hospital charges. Write in your own payment rate of a “maximum of two
times” what the federal government would pay for under Medicare, which is what
hospitals might consider an acceptable rate. Sign it, take a cell phone picture of it and
hand it back to them, said Richter, co-president of the consultancy Aventria Health
Group. Clip this paragraph for your wallet or take a cell phone picture.
Privately insured patients, generally not Medicare insured patients, can be responsible
for the balance. Some states have balance bill laws in place, but they don’t apply to
many patients with job-based insurance. The effectiveness of this effort is uncertain but
in cases it has given patients leverage even when court out-of-network payment disputes
arise. You can always show this as proof that you did not agree to pay the total billed
charges. Many law school teachers agree that patients should look to state contract law
for protection and that this should be a successful strategy.
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Please place the items
on the cart in the
narthex. Thank you!

Palm Sunday Breakfast
Sunday, April 5
8:00 AM—11:30 AM
Menu:
Country Ham
Scrambled Eggs
Home Fried Potatoes
Sausage
Biscuits & Gravy
French Toast Sticks
Yogurt Bar

March Card
Shower
Sometime during the month of March
send a card of care and
encouragement to:
Evelyn Carmichael
418 Magnolia Road
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

No need to sign up –
just show up!
Thank you to the Men’s Prayer Breakfast
group for doing the bulk of the cooking!
All proceeds are going to
ELCA World Hunger

5
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By Sandy Sambucci

Thank you to everyone
who supported the Youth
by attending the annual
Pancake Supper on
February 25. Supper was
followed by the Fastnacht Follies, a fun
family night was had by all!

Faith, Hope & Love

Building Safer and More
Welcoming Congregations for
LGBTQ+ Youth
The Middle School Retreat at Crossroads is
planned for March 13-15. The cost is $95.
Checks get made out to St. Paul's. You
need to let Trish Colbridge know if you are
planning to attend now! It’s a lot of fun, so
if you’re in grades 6-8, why not consider
going?
Now is the time to register for
Confirmation Camp being held July 511. Go to www.njsynod.org/
YouthActivities for more information and
to register. The cost is $515. Students can
apply for a campership from our church
and fundraisers will help defray the
cost. Please let Trish Colbridge or Sandy
Sambucci know if you are planning to
attend this fun-filled week at camp!

Order Your
Spring Flowers for Easter
It’s time to order spring flowers to decorate
the sanctuary for Easter services. You
may choose from the plants below. Cost
for each plant is listed with the type.
Deadline for ordering is March 15, 2020.

On April 4, the Youth will be doing a
service project for our church for 10:00
AM - 12:00 Noon, cleaning the pews,
doors, etc. Many hands make light the
work!

Youth News

The subtitle says it all: this is a day to
help equip congregations around
issues of safety and welcome for
LGBTQ+ youth! This is an event for Sr.
High Youth, Pastors, Youth Leaders,
Parents, and other Congregational
Leaders.

Thursday, March 19
1:00 PM
at Elsa Mollo-Snow’s House
Book: The Seakeeper’s Daughters
By Lisa Wingate

I wish to order:

If you have questions,
please contact Peg Biringer
(609) 894-8089.

This month Youth Group will meet on
March 8 and 22. On March 21, St. Paul’s
will be hosting the Synod event Faith,
Hope, Love: Building Safer & More
Welcoming Congregations for LGTBQ
Youth. There will be an after party for
senior high youth and young adults from 4“Before I formed you in the womb I
7pm.
knew you, and before you were born I
consecrated you” -Jeremiah 1
10

(Number)

Large Daffodil ($6)

________

Mini Daffodil ($6)

________

5-bloom Tulip ($6)

________

White Lillies ($8)

________

Total Cost

$________

To honor:
__________________________________
__________________________________

Interested in helping with the event setup on the Friday, March 20 or serving
as a St. Paul's ambassador during the
event on Saturday, March 21???
Contact Jeffrey Alexander at 609-2611760 or jeffalexander007@verizon.net
LGBTQ+ stands for:
Lesbian
Gay
Bisexual
Transgender
Queer or Questioning
+ the plus (+) indicates an inclusion of
all identities (i.e. asexual, intersex)

(Choice of Plant)

__________________________________
In loving memory of:
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

On Saturday, March 7,
following the 5:00 pm service, we will
be having dinner at the Diamond Diner
on Route 38 in Hainesport.
Joan & Joy Lynch will be taking
reservations before the service.

If you wish to keep your Easter plant, it
must be picked up by April 18. The plants
remaining after this date will be planted on
the church grounds.
My name___________________________
My Envelope Number Is______________

It will be an open menu with
individual checks.
All are welcome!
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Sun
1

Mon
2

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
2:00 PM Church Conference
(PH)
4:15 PM Confirmation Cls (SH)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR)
8:00 PM AA (PH)
8:00 PM NA (M)

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

3

4

5

6:30 PM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Praise Band (S)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:10 PM Lent Worship (S)
6:00 PM Weigh In (CR)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship
10:30 AM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Handbells (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

Sat

6

7
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (M)

8

9

10

11

12

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
4:15 PM Confirmation Cls (SH)
5:30 PM Youth Group (SH)
7:00 PM Chorale (M)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
3:00 PM Exec. Comm. (H)
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR)
8:00 PM AA (PH)
8:00 PM NA (M)

10:00 AM EGA Board (CR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:00 PM Property Mtg (CR)
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:10 PM Lent Worship (S)
6:00 PM Weigh In (CR)
7:00 PM Haven Married
Couples (PH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship
10:30 AM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Praise Band (S)
6:30 PM Finance Team (CR)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

15

16

17

18

19

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
7:00 PM Chorale MR

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR)
8:00 PM AA (PH)
8:00 PM NA (M)

6:30 PM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:10 PM Lent Worship (S)
6:00 PM Weigh In (CR)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship
10:30 AM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Praise Band (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

6:30 PM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:00 PM Council Meeting (CR)
7:30 PM Praise Band (S)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:10 PM Lent Worship (S)
6:00 PM Weigh In (CR)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship
10:30 AM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Handbells (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

9:00 AM Chimes Assembly

5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (M)

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
4:15 PM Confirmation Cls (SH)
5:30 PM Youth Group (SH)

29

30
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
8:00 PM AA (PH)
8:00 PM NA (M)

14
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (M)

20

21
9:00 AM Faith, Hope, Love
5:00 PM Worship
4:00 PM Faith, Hope, Love YA
After Party (PH)
8:00 PM NA (M)

31
10:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH)
6:30 PM Bible Study (H)
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Praise Band (S)

2020

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
4:15 PM Confirmation Cls (SH)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR)
8:00 PM AA (PH)
8:00 PM NA (M)
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Church Bldg
H - Heritage Room
M - Music Room
N - Narthex
O - Church Office
PH - Parish Hall
Ed - Education

Wing
S - Sanctuary
CR - Conference
Room
Study House (SH)
C - Conference
Room

G - Great Room
L - Library
Q - Quilt Room
B - Basement

By Sandy Sambucci

Thank you to everyone
who supported the Youth
by attending the annual
Pancake Supper on
February 25. Supper was
followed by the Fastnacht Follies, a fun
family night was had by all!

Faith, Hope & Love

Building Safer and More
Welcoming Congregations for
LGBTQ+ Youth
The Middle School Retreat at Crossroads is
planned for March 13-15. The cost is $95.
Checks get made out to St. Paul's. You
need to let Trish Colbridge know if you are
planning to attend now! It’s a lot of fun, so
if you’re in grades 6-8, why not consider
going?
Now is the time to register for
Confirmation Camp being held July 511. Go to www.njsynod.org/
YouthActivities for more information and
to register. The cost is $515. Students can
apply for a campership from our church
and fundraisers will help defray the
cost. Please let Trish Colbridge or Sandy
Sambucci know if you are planning to
attend this fun-filled week at camp!

Order Your
Spring Flowers for Easter
It’s time to order spring flowers to decorate
the sanctuary for Easter services. You
may choose from the plants below. Cost
for each plant is listed with the type.
Deadline for ordering is March 15, 2020.

On April 4, the Youth will be doing a
service project for our church for 10:00
AM - 12:00 Noon, cleaning the pews,
doors, etc. Many hands make light the
work!

Youth News

The subtitle says it all: this is a day to
help equip congregations around
issues of safety and welcome for
LGBTQ+ youth! This is an event for Sr.
High Youth, Pastors, Youth Leaders,
Parents, and other Congregational
Leaders.

Thursday, March 19
1:00 PM
at Elsa Mollo-Snow’s House
Book: The Seakeeper’s Daughters
By Lisa Wingate

I wish to order:

If you have questions,
please contact Peg Biringer
(609) 894-8089.

This month Youth Group will meet on
March 8 and 22. On March 21, St. Paul’s
will be hosting the Synod event Faith,
Hope, Love: Building Safer & More
Welcoming Congregations for LGTBQ
Youth. There will be an after party for
senior high youth and young adults from 4“Before I formed you in the womb I
7pm.
knew you, and before you were born I
consecrated you” -Jeremiah 1
10

(Number)

Large Daffodil ($6)

________

Mini Daffodil ($6)

________

5-bloom Tulip ($6)

________

White Lillies ($8)

________

Total Cost

$________

To honor:
__________________________________
__________________________________

Interested in helping with the event setup on the Friday, March 20 or serving
as a St. Paul's ambassador during the
event on Saturday, March 21???
Contact Jeffrey Alexander at 609-2611760 or jeffalexander007@verizon.net
LGBTQ+ stands for:
Lesbian
Gay
Bisexual
Transgender
Queer or Questioning
+ the plus (+) indicates an inclusion of
all identities (i.e. asexual, intersex)

(Choice of Plant)

__________________________________
In loving memory of:
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

On Saturday, March 7,
following the 5:00 pm service, we will
be having dinner at the Diamond Diner
on Route 38 in Hainesport.
Joan & Joy Lynch will be taking
reservations before the service.

If you wish to keep your Easter plant, it
must be picked up by April 18. The plants
remaining after this date will be planted on
the church grounds.
My name___________________________
My Envelope Number Is______________

It will be an open menu with
individual checks.
All are welcome!
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By Clyde Zarkos

March Food Collection
Suggestions for this month: granola bars,
protein bars, cereal, peanut butter and jelly,
100% juice boxes. As always, all items
welcome! Paper, plastic and cloth bags are
also needed.

OUR LOVED ONES IN FACILITIES DURING THE HOLIDAYS* When a loved one moves from their house to an assisted living facility
or nursing home they still need to feel at home. This feeling of
“home” is often highlighted during the holidays even if you think they
may not be cognitively able to fully participate.
It’s important that they know and feel they are still a crucial part of our lives, no matter
where they reside. Try to gather family and make it a special time. Check the facility’s
calendar of events to see if you can participate in any of them.
If your loved one has dementia, they may be easily confused by changes in their
surroundings. Elders likely can remember things from the past. Bringing old and
familiar holiday decorations, family photos and memorabilia from the past to decorate
their room will be comforting as would favorite music. Preparing a special favorite
meal and bringing it can also be very heartening.
Holidays can be stressful so if some family members cannot make it to see your loved
one, use your cell phone to FaceTime or if the facility has Wi-Fi to accommodate
webcams or Skype, use that to connect with them. Best wishes for happy and healthy
holidays to all.
HOW TO FIGHT BIG SURPRISE EMERGENCY ROOM BILLS** - If the hospital,
emergency room or a doctor in it is attending to the patient is not in the insurers
network you can be billed for whatever the the provider wants to charge if you simply
sign the hospital’s financial and treatment consent form or computer pad when signing
in. In the latter case, request a paper copy. Cross out the sections calling for whatever
the amount the hospital charges. Write in your own payment rate of a “maximum of two
times” what the federal government would pay for under Medicare, which is what
hospitals might consider an acceptable rate. Sign it, take a cell phone picture of it and
hand it back to them, said Richter, co-president of the consultancy Aventria Health
Group. Clip this paragraph for your wallet or take a cell phone picture.
Privately insured patients, generally not Medicare insured patients, can be responsible
for the balance. Some states have balance bill laws in place, but they don’t apply to
many patients with job-based insurance. The effectiveness of this effort is uncertain but
in cases it has given patients leverage even when court out-of-network payment disputes
arise. You can always show this as proof that you did not agree to pay the total billed
charges. Many law school teachers agree that patients should look to state contract law
for protection and that this should be a successful strategy.
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Please place the items
on the cart in the
narthex. Thank you!

Palm Sunday Breakfast
Sunday, April 5
8:00 AM—11:30 AM
Menu:
Country Ham
Scrambled Eggs
Home Fried Potatoes
Sausage
Biscuits & Gravy
French Toast Sticks
Yogurt Bar

March Card
Shower
Sometime during the month of March
send a card of care and
encouragement to:
Evelyn Carmichael
418 Magnolia Road
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

No need to sign up –
just show up!
Thank you to the Men’s Prayer Breakfast
group for doing the bulk of the cooking!
All proceeds are going to
ELCA World Hunger

5

Thank You, Thank You!

Social Ministry

Sock Hop
First up, a huge thank you for
all who made our first ever
We will be providing Easter Baskets again Sock Hop a success!! From
this year for the kids at Bridge of Peace in Carol Ritter who got us
Camden and Mt. Nebo in Mt. Holly. In the started with Thrivent start-up
money which paid for the
narthex, you will find laundry baskets to
food and LOTS of socks to everyone who
fill with lists of the items needed.
did all the work shopping, prep work,
These aren’t your “run-of-the-mill” Easter decorating, and cooking. Thanks to the
baskets. We’re asking that the baskets be youth for acting as our servers! And a big
thank you to Ron Champion for the all
filled with toiletries, food items (such as
important music!! We collected 469 pairs
toothbrushes and healthy snacks) and
activity books. Many of these children rely of socks!! Thank you to everyone!
on the free breakfast and lunch provided by
Coat Drive
school, and they may go without over the
Easter break. This year we are also
Another giant thank you to
providing baskets for some of the
everyone who participated in
impoverished elderly.
the Martin Luther King Jr.
Coat Drive! We collected 129
Can’t fill a basket on your own? Go in with
coats!!
your bible study, youth group, or just a
group of friends! We are hoping to fill 30
baskets for the children. The filled bins are The coats, along with the socks, were
donated to the Christian Caring Center to
due back by March 29 so they can be
delivered to Bridge of Peace and Mt. Nebo help the homeless in our area.
in time for Easter. We will also have a
basket to donate items if just want to pick Valentine Cookies
up a few things.
We can’t forget Peg Biringer and all the St.
Paul’s Cookie Bakers for the delicious
If you have any questions,
cookies the made for our
please contact
homebound members. We also
Pat Headrick - 609-234want to thank all those who
7851 or Claudia O’Malley packed and delivered these
609-265-9047.
tasty treats!
Thank you!!

Easter Baskets

4

Do not attempt for non-emergency care, a
doctor’s visit or for elective surgery.

Dear Friends of the Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for the cookies you
TIP OF THE MONTH - Sharpen Scissors - delivered to me. Also, thank you for all
Cut sheets of aluminum foil to sharpen
your prayers. The Masonic Village is very
scissors. This also works great on paper
nice and the food is really good.
craft punches.
I think of all of you often and thankful my
*ScottCounsel, Estate & Elder Care Law, Dec.
daughter picks me up for church each
2019, 856-281-3131
Sunday. It is only a15 minutes from here
www.Scottcounsel.com
**The Philadelphia Inquirer, Sunday Feb.16,2020, so that is not bad. Visitors are welcome
anytime. I would be glad to see you.
pg. E2, Health Care
Sincerely,
Bud Steever
To the Valentine
Cookies Committee,
Thank you, everyone,
who participated in
making and packing
the Valentine cookies
for distribution to the shut-ins.

To the Members of St. Paul’s Social
Ministry,
Thank you so much for the Valentine
cookies. They were delicious, and I
enjoyed the variety and taste. It was so
kind of you to remember me, and I really
appreciate your thoughtfulness - it means a
lot to me.

The cookies were delicious, and the fact
that they were gluten free made them even God bless you all!
better because I could eat them!
Vera Jensen
Thank you so much!
Sincerely,
Marilyn Phifer

Thank you to my friends at St. Paul’s for
the delicious cookies. My son enjoys them
and so do I.
Love in Christ,
Eleanor Johnson
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Sunday School – “Lucky” for Sunday School!
Our Sunday School friends may not know that they are
lucky to be Children of God. They just know they are, and
in Sunday School we learn everyone is a Child of God
because that’s the kind of God we have! He takes care of
everyone, even the old people…

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info
Cell: 609-410-2828
Office: 609-267-0740 x 21
Email: pastorecq@stpaulsh.org
You may call any time for emergencies.

Council Spotlight
Bishop Bartholomew met with the Council
and the Call Committee to explain the call
process. We reviewed the Mission Site
Profile and clarified a few details for the
Bishop. The MSP is now available for
potential candidates to review.

We are a child-and-Jesus-centered Sunday School! Each week,
the children learn about God’s grace through song, stories, and
activities with a focus on what it means to be a Child of God.
In the month of February, we learned about the Sermon on the Mount: the
Beatitudes; Salt and Light; and what to do when we’re angry. Then we learned
about the transfiguration. St. Paul’s is blessed for our SS Friends’ laughter,
participation, and their yearning to keep learning what it means to be children
of God.
Our SS Friends are participating during worship. Check out the 9:00 service!
That didn’t happen by chance! SS welcomes all kids and invites them to be
involved!
Event Alert and Schedule Changes: Sunday School will NOT be held on
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. On Saturday after Good Friday (April 11),
all young people are invited to an Easter Journey and Egg Hunt Event at
St. Paul’s. Look for details in the Chimes, FYI, and on-line.
I am grateful to the fabulous Sunday School Team who works with our children
each week! They embrace God’s grace and live it! They accept kids with all
their moods, anxieties, personalities, and their fun-loving ways. They make
Sunday School interesting and rewarding!
Legend would have us believe that there is a pot of Gold at the end of the
Rainbow. Saint Paul’s kids believe that there is a cross at their fingertips!
Bring your child to Sunday School to learn why we are lucky to be Children
of God!
Bev Grazioli
beverly.j@outlook.com

Worship Words
Penitents

Synod Assembly is May 1-2 at the Westin
in Princeton Forrestal Village. St. Paul’s
can send two adult and two youth
representatives. Please let Pastor Elaine or
a council member know if you are
interested in attending and representing St.
Paul’s.

Latin: “to be sorry”
Those who seek absolution for their
sins.

From Worship Words, R. Van Loon & S. A.
Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 St. Paul’s is hosting the Synod event Faith,
Hope & Love (Building Safer and More
Welcoming Congregations for LGBTQ+
Youth) on Saturday March 21. Help is
needed to set up for the event on Friday
March 20 and St. Paul’s Ambassadors are
needed during the event. Please contact
Jeffrey Alexander at 609-261-1760 or
jeffalexander007@verizon.net if interested.

Visitors are always welcome at all council
meetings which are held on the third
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM. For
more detailed council information the
meeting minutes are always available in
the church narthex.

Pastoral Acts for February
Baptisms: None
Funerals: Jane Challender, Shawn
McCleery
Memorial Services: None

Karen Platt
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Dear Friends in
Christ,

enjoys, or fasting, has been encouraged by
the church as a way to remember our
sinfulness and our need for God. Of course
Why is Lent special? this has been misused by the church
That was one item
hierarchy at times in order to control
on a returned flier
people. The spiritual disciplines are meant
that has been in the bulletin inviting you to to deepen our relationship with God in
suggest sermon topics or questions for
Christ. So more often these days Christians
Lent.
will speak of what they are “taking on for
Lent.” The ELCA doesn’t force any
First a quick review of the basics: Lent is particular practice on any Christian. One
the forty-day (excluding Sundays) season
may choose to give up getting a Starbucks
of penitence and preparation for the
coffee every day on the way to work and
Triduum (Great Three Days) and Easter.
donate that money to the World Hunger
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday – one of
Appeal, thereby remembering the poor and
the Days of Special Devotion, and the most doing something tangible that will change
solemn day of the church year. Penitence the life of God’s children in need.
is the action of feeling or showing sorrow
and regret for having done wrong;
The whole point is deepening our
repentance. So on Ash Wednesday we
relationship with God, to grow in faith and
receive ashes, an ancient symbol of
in love towards others. If you want to ‘give
repentance, worn as a visible sign of inner up’ or ‘take on’ something for Lent ask
penitence and in recognition of one’s
yourself this question: “How will this bring
mortality.
me closer to God?” If you’re giving up
chocolate so you can lose weight it’s
So, why special? I start with the Gospel
probably not deepening your relationship to
Acclamation. In non-penitential seasons
God. But if you’re giving up chocolate and
we sing an Alleluia verse. In Lent we sing: making an extra donation to the food pantry
“Return to the Lord, your God, for he is
so someone can have bread, then it seems
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
to me you’re following Jesus, and you’ll be
abounding in steadfast love.” We turn
more aware of his presence.
again, or return, to God. We remind
ourselves that we will die, that we need
Lent is special because God is merciful,
God. We turn again, or return, to God
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
through spiritual discipline (NOT
love.
punishment). Spiritual discipline is selfexamination and repentance, prayer and
May God bless your spiritual discipline this
fasting, sacrificial giving and works of
Lenten season. Pastor Elaine
love. Often people will ask or share “what
they are giving up for Lent.” The practice
of giving up something one ordinarily
2

Wednesdays in Lent Please remove all
seasonal
decorations from
This Lenten season will be
having Prayers Services each the cemetery by
Wednesday at 12:10 PM. The March 31.

focus will be At the Name of Jesus.
Services will begin at 12:10 PM.

Thank you.

We hope you will join us!

Reminder: No decorative items,
stones, plastic figures or flowers,
or plantings may be left in the
Garden of Life Memorial Garden.

Easter Egg Hunt
&
Easter Journey Event
The Last Supper Role Play
Garden of Gethsemane Prayer Rocks
Roosters – Feathers and Denial
Jesus: Writing on the Wall
For all ages
Saturday, April 11
10:00 AM
Plan on coming for a faithful and fun-filled family morning!
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The Hutch is back in
town, the Hutch is back
in town, the Hutch is
back in towwwn!
After an brief sojourn to the Parish Hall,
the Hutch is back in the narthex ready and
waiting to collect your food donations!

Palm Sunday Weekend, April 4/5

Good Friday Services, April 10

8:00 AM Palm Sunday Breakfast to benefit
ELCA World Hunger Appeal

12:00 PM The Way of the Cross Worship
7:30 PM Tenebrae Service
Holy Saturday, April 11

Wednesday in Holy Week
12:00 PM Holy Communion and Prayers
for Healing with Anointing
7:30 PM Holy Communion and Prayers for
Healing with Anointing

When you come in the main entrance, you
will see the hutch in the right hand corner
of the narthex along the wall.
Thank you for you continued generous
donations! The food you supply is given
to St. Vincent de Paul, Extended Hands
Ministry and Mt. Nebo Church to help
those in need right here in our own
community.

10:00 AM Children’s Holy Week Service
followed by Easter Egg Hunt and
Easter Journey Event
5:00 PM Easter Vigil
The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter
Sunday), April 12

Maundy Thursday, April 9
12:00 PM Holy Communion at St. Paul’s
Dinner at 6:30 PM and
Worship Service at 7:30 PM at St. Paul’s

9:00 AM Festival Holy Communion Contemporary (Same Spirit Band)
11:00 AM Festival Holy Communion Traditional (Organ and Choirs)

Please join us!
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Daylight Saving Time!
Don’t forget to turn your
clocks ahead one hour on
Sunday, March 8!
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