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The Last Word 

 

 
 

 

Have a 

Blessed and Joyous 

2020! 

 
 

“Faith is a living, daring 

confidence in God's 

grace, so sure and 

certain that a man 

could stake his life on it 

a thousand times.” 

   - Martin Luther 
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Dear Members and 
Friends: 
  
Happy New Year!   
 
We have said 

goodbye to 2019 and have welcomed 2020!   
  
I expect 2020 to be a good year for St. 
Paul’s.  First, let’s recall the high points of 
2019.  Our Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations were solemn when they 
needed to be and particularly joyful on 
Easter morning.  Church Music Sunday 
(the Fifth Sunday of Easter) was a great 
celebration of the resurrection presented by 
all our choirs and bands.  Vacation Bible 
School was a faith-filled travel adventure to 
Greece where children and adults had fun.  
The Transition Team worked hard and, 
after a little slow-down, the MSP and 
supporting documents were sent to Bishop 
Bartholomew in November. We received 
several new members.  There were many 
fun gatherings.  And your generosity 
blessed many people in the community and 
beyond. 
  
This month the council will appoint the 
Call Committee at its regular meeting on 
the 21st.  If you are interested in serving on 
the Call Committee, please let Karen Platt 
or another council member know.  The 
council will choose seven active members 
in good standing.  Important characteristics 
for Call Committee members are weekly 
worship attendance and the ability to 
maintain confidentiality.  Bishop 
Bartholomew will be meeting with the 
council and Call Committee in February.  
 

After that, the committee will meet to 
prepare their questions and interview plan.  
I will arrange a practice interview with a 
colleague who will not be a candidate so 
the committee will be ready when the 
Bishop sends them a name.  I will share 
more on the call process in the weeks 
ahead.  And remember, you can always ask 
me or a council member if you have 
questions on any ministry area here at St. 
Paul’s. 
  
If you are of the mind to make New Year 
resolutions, I invite you to commit to 
attending worship every week.  It’s not a 
small thing for Christians.  Coming 
together with fellow believers to hear the 
Word and receive the Sacrament 
strengthens and deepens our faith.  We miss 
you when aren’t there.  I feel the Holy 
Spirit moving and filling St. Paul’s with  
new energy for mission and ministry in 
Hainesport and beyond.  So come back and 
join us – don’t miss the fun! 
  
May God bless you every day in 2020. 
  
Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Elaine 
 
 

 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 
Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
You may call any time for emergencies. 
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Sunday School - Reflections on Christmas  

A Christmas So Great That It was Times Two! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
In my last article, I shared that the kids had engaged in a rich conversation  
about what they wanted in the their presentation for the JazMat service.   
There was a lot that I did not say, which I will now share. 
 
I shared the scripts from the last two years as they were a continuing storyline.  As  
they sat on couches, I inquired, “Do you want to continue the thread, begin a new 
storyline, or something else?”  I was expecting that awkward silence, and I couldn’t 
have been more wrong.  I was actually taken by surprise!  Rob spoke first.  Then Sara.  
Then Casey.  Wait!  I better write this down.  (The year before they were in groups and 
wrote on chart paper.)  I started writing, and I had to ask for clarification.  Someone 
mentioned Mary.  Then Ella said, “Lets sing…” and Kate joined in with her at the 
same time “Mary, Did you know?”  I kept writing.  I wrote diagonally, horizontally, 
and vertically in the margin.  They came up with the soccer family and goldfish and the 
bizarre gifts. They remembered they were Children of God and that sometimes they 
need to look and listen.  They remembered they are saint and sinner. 
 
Then, time was up.  They just looked at me.  “Now what?” they asked.  I don’t 
remember who asked, “How do we get all that together into a script?”  Sara said, 
“Don’t worry!  Ms. Bev always says the Holy Spirit will inspire us because it lives in 
our hearts.”  We had a sending prayer, and our time was truly up. 
 
If you were at the JazMat service, I hope you enjoyed their message.  It is an age-old 
message.  Jesus offers us the manger to care for and love each other – including those 
that we don’t know.  The kids wanted to put in their script that  it’s sometimes hard to 
remember that we forget to look for God.  They also wanted to say that there are all 
kinds of families at St. Paul’s, and they are all welcome at Sunday School and in 
church.  They are there, and they want more friends to get to know! 
 
Sunday School is organic.  By learning we are Children of God and learning together, 
we get the idea that we are in this together.  When we were practicing, I especially 
enjoyed JJ coaching Andrew, who was participating in his first presentation.  Yes, JJ 
was offering a suggestion as if it was his part, but the Holy Spirit was there, too! 
 
Sunday School is now from 10:15 – 11:15.  See you on January 5! 
 

Questions, Comments? Bev Grazioli  beverly.j@outlook.com 

3 

 

Worship Words 

Office of the Keys 
 
The authority and power given by 
God to the Church to proclaim the 
Gospel, give forgiveness of sins to 
the penitent, and to deny 
forgiveness to the impenitent. The 
Church exercises this power through 
those it choses to ordain to the 
ministry of the Word and 
Sacrament. 
 
The term has its origin in Mathew 
16:19, when Christ gave to his Church 
the “keys of the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
The office of the keys is primarily 
associated with the Church’s rites of 
confession and absolution: Brief 
Order for Confession and 
Forgiveness; Corporate Confession 
and Forgiveness; Individual 
Confession and Forgiveness. 
 
Guidelines: 
The confessor makes the sign of the 
cross over the penitent(s) as the 
absolution is given, a sign of God’s 
forgiveness offered through  

the redemptive death of Christ and 
bestowed upon the pastor. 
 
The penitents may trace upon 
themselves the sign of the cross as 
the absolution is given, as a sign of 
their acceptance of the gift of 
forgiveness. 
 
Under no circumstances may a 
confessor reveal in any way the sins 
confessed by penitents. Only the 
penitent can release the confessor 
from this strict obligation. 
 

From Worship Words, R. Van Loon & S. A. 

Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastoral Acts for December 
 

Baptisms:  None 

Funerals:  None 

Memorial Services:  None 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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Music Matters  

Denisemarie Porter 

Life is mysterious. This 
makes sense because God is 
mysterious, not because God 

doesn’t want us to understand, but simply 
because we can’t. The kingdom of heaven 
is advancing, and as we move toward 
“ceaseless days” we will understand more 
and more. 

So no one can really know what the new 
year holds, except that what happens will 
be new. Events will happen that we didn’t 
expect, and some things that we have 
planned for a long time will come to 
fruition. The only steadfast part of this year 
will be God, who has always been and will 
always be. 

I’m always excited about a new start. 
January, the new year, February, my 
birthday month is another new year. Easter, 
the resurrection, is another new beginning. 
July is the start of my summer, then 
September starts our choir season, and 
Advent, the new church year. I love to 
celebrate all of these beginnings.  

In our music department, we have been 
striving to present new music, situations 
and challenges to our musicians. It can be  
overwhelming to try things a new way, but 
also very exciting. If you love music, but 
you aren’t a musician, and are looking for a 
place to volunteer, we need so much help! 
If you are a musician, but the instrument 
you play or style of music is different than 
what you have seen at church, we want to 
talk to you! We are excited to see what 
new directions God is going to advance us 
this year. 

For Christmas, my sister gave me a 
keychain that says, “God is within her, she 
shall not fall.” It is a good daily reminder 
to me. I know that sometimes people are 
overwhelmed, or stressed, or sad. 
Sometimes people think they are not good 
enough, or knowledgeable or talented 
enough. We all have something that we 
think we are lacking. Please always know, 
that whatever space inside of you that you 
feel is empty, that space is filled with the 
being of Jesus Christ, who levels every 
field and causes you to shine with the light 
of the Heavenly Father.  

So I ask you to consider the new year with 
all the hope you can aspire to. Go 
someplace new, speak to a new person, 
read a book, get together with friends at a 
new place, see Pat Headrick to volunteer 
for the needy, buy someone a coffee, plan a 
day trip, listen to a new music station, go 
see a free concert, try a new dessert, see 
Bev Grazioli about helping with our youth, 
come learn how to click the slides at one of 
our services or be a reader, walk a new 
path in the spring, visit a different super 
market, find a free community learning 
course, invite yourself over someone’s 
house that you would never usually think 
to visit, invite a neighbor to a church 
luncheon, learn to cook a new meal, make 
a new ministry, be the light of Christ, and 
treat everyone as you would Jesus. It is a 
new world, and each of us in some way, 
you, me and everyone else alive, is 
wonderfully blessed. 
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5.  You pay less attention to your own 
health. Caregivers get 23 minutes less 
sleep per night than non-caregivers. Many 
neglect their own health needs, too. Over 
the previous 12 months, caregivers gave 
up: Some dental care 36%, routine or 
preventative care 35%, scheduling a 
recommended test or treatment 33%, going 
to the doctor when sick or injured 31%, 
filling a prescription for themselves 28%. 

Eldercare Locator***- A helpful public 
service of the U.S. Administration on 
Aging can connect you to local resources 
for seniors including housing, health 
services, transportation, and support 
services. eldercare.acl.gov or phone 1-800-
677-1116 

 * Today McCombs Magazine 2017, page 22, 
Legacy, Susan Gregory Thomas, WSJ.money ** 
AARP Bulletin, Real Possibilities, AARP.org/
bulletin, November 2019, Vol. 60 No. 9, ** page 
24, *** page 32 (check your copy on hand, your 
local library, or ask a friend for their old issue) 
**** Erickson Living Register, December 2019 

 

 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 
Did you know eligible Thrivent members 
can recommend where Thrivent distributes 
a portion of its charitable funding by 
directing Choice Dollars.  You can direct 
Choice Dollars from your Thrivent account 
to St. Paul’s. 
 
Just log into your Thrivent 
account to get started! 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 16 

1:00 PM 

at Cathy  Geysen’s  House 

Book: The Blue Bottle Club 

By Penelope J. Stokes 
 

If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  

(609) 894-8089. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, January 11,  

following the  

5:00 pm service, we will be  

having dinner at the Diamond Diner  

on Route 38 in Hainesport.  

Joan & Joy Lynch will be taking 

reservations before the service. 

It will be an open menu with           

individual checks.  

All are welcome! 
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By Clyde Zarkos 

 
A Happy & Healthy New Year To All! 

Below are resources which I hope wll be helpful for you and your 
loved ones. 

The True Value of PRICELESS Antiques*- Passed down through the generations, high-
end furniture especially brown wood pieces are fetching pennies on the dollar. Even 
‘good family china’ which was supposed to put the next generation through college ends 
up being a version of Fiestaware. Estate appraisals on most of these items is 20¢ on the 
dollar from the original price. Also fakes and forgeries from abroad have glutted the 
market. The only true value of such an item is: “Do you love it?” 

How Much Car Can You Afford?**- A need-to-know worksheet guide to make sure 
your next set of wheels won’t put a drag on your finances. 

The Hidden Costs of Caregiving***- Research shows that tending to an ailing loved one 
can generate substantial out-of-pocket and as well as many additional indirect costs. 

1. You face unexpected ongoing costs. 78% of caregivers pay out-of-pocket for 
associated expenses. That average cost is is about $7,000 a year if they live in and about 
$12,000 a year if they live at least an hour away. Here is the breakdown: 41% for 
household expenses, 25% for medical expenses, 14% for personal care items, 12% for 
travel, education and legal expenses, and 8% for paid help. 

2. You find it harder to build wealth. 25% reduce their retirement savings. This is among 
caregivers who pay some out-of-pocket costs. The impact is compounded by the loss of 
money you would normally save plus the loss of interest or other return on investment. 
23% take on more debt. This may be at a particularly perilous life stage for added debt. 
You may have to stop saving for retirement at the time that you are making your 
financial situation worse. 

3. You skimp on other needs. Caregiving forces people to cutback on: household 
maintenance 37%, Education for children 11%, groceries 25%, clothes & personal care 
items 30%, utilities including electricity, heat & electronics 12%. 

4.You sacrifice your own work. Hourly caregivers spend about 80 minutes less per day 
on paid work. This can reduce family income, contributions to Social Security and in the 
long run it stops them from getting possible promotions to higher salaries, as well as 
lose access to employer provided retirement benefits. 32% of caregivers have left a job 
because of the overwhelming demands of caregiving. 
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In Living Color 
 
The church year comes in many colors.  
Depending on what time of year it is, the 
colors the church is clothed in change - 
blue, white, green, purple, red. 
 
Thanks to Sharyn Lyden and Evelyn 
Carmichael, the colors on the walls of the 
church always match the colors set on the 
altar by our dedicated Altar Guild 
volunteers.   
 
Sharyn and Evelyn make sure the banners 
on the walls on the sides and back of the 
church are always the appropriate color 
and season.   
 
They also take care of the banners, making 
sure they properly cleaned, stored and in 
good repair. 
 
So we say thank you Sharyn & Evelyn! 
 

We appreciate you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all for attending Part 1 of the 
Annual Congregational Meeting last 
month. It was so encouraging to have such 
great attendance. The 2020 ministry plan 
was approved and new council members 
were elected. Congratulations to Rich 
Moyer, Claudia O’Malley, Natalie Houwen 
and Don Henry who were all elected for 
three-year terms. 
 
Council did not meet in December, but we 
have been prayerfully considering 
candidates for the call committee. Forming 
the call committee is a priority for the 
January meeting so please let me know 
ASAP if you would like to be considered. 
 
Part II of the Annual Congregational 
Meeting will be Sunday, February 23, time 
to be determined soon. At this meeting we 
will celebrate our ministries, review/
approve the 2019 annual report and look 
forward to a fantastic 2020! 
 
Visitors are always welcome at all council 
meetings which are held on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 PM.  For more 
detailed council information the meeting 
minutes are always available in the church 
narthex. 
 

Karen Platt 
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Social Ministry 

 
 

Christmas Giving Tree 

Many, many thanks to everyone who 
participated in the Giving Tree 
ministry.  Whether you purchased gifts/gift 
cards, wrapped the gifts, or delivered them 
to the school, your effort and generosity is 
truly appreciated.   
 
We were able to support 5 needy families 
with 13 children from Folwell School in 
Mt. Holly.  We also collected over $800 in 

grocery gift cards 
to help feed these 
families over the 
holidays.  We are 
truly blessed with 
such a caring 
congregation! 
 

Sandy Sambucci & 
Laurie Maccri 

 

 

Mitten Tree 
 

The Christmas tree will remain in the 
narthex for January and February to 
receive donations of mittens, gloves, hats, 
scarves and children’s 
socks to donate to 
those in the area who 
can use them. 
 
Let’s keep the tree 
full! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 19, 2020 - 12:15 PM 
 

Church-Wide Sock Hop Lunch,  
Dance & Sock Collection 

 
DJ Ron Champion 

 
Socks will go to  

The Christian Caring Center,  
Mt. Nebo Holy Church and  
The Extended Hand Shelter 

 
RSVP in the Narthex! 

 
Pat Headrick needs your help!  

Please see her if you could lend a 
hand with this event! Thank you!  

 
Looking to clear out those closets? 
We will also be having our annual  

Martin Luther King Coat Drive. 
Please bring your winter coats the 

weekend of January 18 & 19. 
Coats will be donated to the 

Christian Caring Center to be  
distributed to those in need during  

these cold winter months.   
 

Thank you! 
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Faith Formation/National Youth Gathering Hoagie Sale 

 

 All profits are designated to Faith Formation/National Youth Gathering 

 Sale price is $7.00 each—make checks payable to St. Paul’s [write ‘Hoagie’ 

on the memo line] 

 The 10” hoagies are specially prepared by a local deli 

 Please return order sheet and payment by Sunday, January 26. (Look for 

the “Hoagie Box” in the narthex) 

 Pick up of hoagies is Super Bowl Sunday: February 2 between 11:30—

12:30 in the narthex of the church. 
 

Name: ____________________________ 

 

Phone # ___________________________ 

 

American ________  

 

Italian ________ 

 

Tuna________  

 

Roast Beef & American Cheese ________   

 

Turkey & American Cheese ________ 

 

Mixed Cheese ________ 

 

Total # of Hoagies ________ 

 

Total $ ________ 
 

 

**NO SPECIAL ORDERS** 
**Hot peppers and oil & vinegar on the side. Please request sides on pick up day** 

Please make plans for pick up. We are not responsible for hoagies not picked up. 
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Youth News  

 
By Sandy Sambucci 
 
It has been a busy time 
for the Youth!  At their 
meeting before 
Thanksgiving they 
watched A Charlie Brown 

Thanksgiving and enjoyed snacks from the 
movie including popcorn, jelly beans, 
pretzels and toast. 
 
Following the movie, there was a parent 
meeting to discuss the 2021 Youth 
Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  If 
you have an eligible teen who would like 
to go, you need to speak to Erick Soles or 
Marisa Bozarth asap. Eligible teens include 
those currently in grades 8-11.  We have 15 
students in our congregation who qualify. 
It seems far away, but there is a lot to do 
ahead of time to prepare.   
 
The Gathering is June 29-July 3, 2021. 
There will be three days of activities, one 
day of service, a Synod Day where the 
youth will meet with other youth from the 
NJ Synod, and an Interaction 
Service.  Each night there will be a worship 
service in the Arena with music, prayer and 
communion with 35,000 people! Parents 
can watch the Arena activities from home. 
There will also be time for sightseeing 
activities and lunch with the youth from the 
NJ Synod. 
It is very important for students who wish 
to go to The Gathering to attend the bi-
monthly Youth Group meetings.  This will 
enable them to forge relationships with 
their peers before the trip. Early 
registration for The Gathering is $350 and 

due in September.   
In December the youth had a Christmas 
game night and went to see a Living 
Nativity.  They also had a bake sale during 
the Holiday Bazaar and raised $450! This 
money will help defray the cost of The 
Gathering.  Thanks to everyone who 
baked, sold or purchased the baked 
goods!   
 
Several youth came to wrap the gifts from 
The Giving Tree.  Thanks to the generosity 
of our congregation, 13 children from 5 
area families had a very merry Christmas. 
 
The youth leaders spend a lot of time 
planning the meetings and activities.  If 
you are not planning to attend, please 
inform Marisa or Erick. It is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
A huge thank you to Bev Grazioli, Trish 
Colbridge and the youth who wrote and 
presented the skit during the JazMat 
service.  They did a fantastic job!   
 
 
 

 

Advent Luncheons 
 

A big thank you to all who helped out with 

the Advent Luncheons! We could not have 

done it without you. 

 

Sharyn Lyden & 

Carol Ritter 
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Valentine 
Cookies  
for our 

Homebound 
 

We will again be making cookie trays to 
give to our homebound members for 
Valentine’s Day. 
 
If you like to bake on these cold days, 
please think about making an extra batch to 
freeze! 
 
Details for cookie packing will follow 
soon! 

 
 

Thank You from  
Crossroads Programs 

 
We received a note of thanks from 
Crossroads Programs for our donation 
from our baby bottle collection.  They 
appreciate the donation from St. Paul’s, 
saying it makes a real difference in their 
ability to help homeless, abandoned, and 
abused youth in our community. 
 

 
January Food Collection 

 

Suggestions for this month: cereal, 
oatmeal, pasta & sauce, peanut butter and 
jelly, protein bars.  As always, all items 
welcome!  Paper, plastic and cloth bags are 
also needed. 

Please place the items 
on the cart in the 
narthex. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Staff, Council, Teams, 

Committees: 

Annual Reports Are Due 

No Later than  

 Wednesday, 

 January 15 

 

Please turn your report in to  

the church office. 

E-mail is preferred, but printed reports 

will also be accepted. 

 
 

Christmas Gift Cards 

 

Thank you to all who participated in this 
year's gift card fundraiser. 
 
We made a total of $404.21.  I am sure all 
your family and friends enjoyed yours 
gifts. 
 
Thank you again for 
supporting this 
fundraiser.  
 
Lois Uetz 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Church Office Closed 
 
 

2 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH) 
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 
6:30 PM Handbells (S) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
5:00 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 

 

5 
9:00 AM Worship  
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:15 PM Heritage Committee 
(H) 
12:15 PM Council (CR) 
4:15 PM Confirmation Cls (SH) 
 

6 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR) 
8:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (M) 

7 
2:00 PM Blood Drive (PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (M) 
6:30 PM Bible Study (H) 
7:00 PM Property Team Mtg 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S) 

8 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (CR) 
 
 
    

9 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH) 
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 
10:00 AM Tech Team (CR) 
10:30 AM Bible Study (H) 
6:30 PM Finance Team (CR) 
6:30 PM Handbells  (S) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

10 
 
 
 

 
Chimes articles due 

11 
5:00 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 
 

12 
9:00 AM Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
4:15 PM Confirmation Cls (SH) 
6:00 PM Youth Group (SH) 
7:00 PM Chorale (M) 
 
 

13 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR) 
8:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (M) 
 

14 
10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (M) 
6:30 PM Bible Study (H) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S) 
 

15 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (CR) 
 

Annual Reports Due 

16 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH) 
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 
10:00 AM Worship Committee 
10:30 AM Bible Study (H) 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
5:00 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
Coat & Sock Drive 

19 
9:00 AM Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:15 PM Sock Hop 
7:00 PM Chorale (M) 
 
Coat Drive 

20 
Church Office Closed 
ML King Jr Day 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
8:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (M) 
 

21 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (M) 
6:30 PM Bible Study (H) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Congregation Council  
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S) 

22 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (CR) 
 

23 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH) 
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 
10:30 AM Bible Study (H) 
6:30 PM Praise Band 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

24 
9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 
 
 
 
 

25 
5:00 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 

26 
9:00 AM Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
4:15 PM Confirmation Cls (SH) 
6:00 PM Youth Group (SH) 

27 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR) 
8:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (M) 
 

28 
10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (M) 
6:30 PM Bible Study (H) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

29 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (CR) 
 

30 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH) 
9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 
10:30 AM Bible Study (H) 
6:30 PM Handbells  (S) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

31  

Church Bldg 
H - Heritage 
Room 
CR - Council 
Room 
M - Music 
Room 
N - Narthex 

O - Church 
Office 
PH - Parish Hall 
Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
 
 

Study House 
(SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 
G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 



10 

Youth News  

 
By Sandy Sambucci 
 
It has been a busy time 
for the Youth!  At their 
meeting before 
Thanksgiving they 
watched A Charlie Brown 

Thanksgiving and enjoyed snacks from the 
movie including popcorn, jelly beans, 
pretzels and toast. 
 
Following the movie, there was a parent 
meeting to discuss the 2021 Youth 
Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  If 
you have an eligible teen who would like 
to go, you need to speak to Erick Soles or 
Marisa Bozarth asap. Eligible teens include 
those currently in grades 8-11.  We have 15 
students in our congregation who qualify. 
It seems far away, but there is a lot to do 
ahead of time to prepare.   
 
The Gathering is June 29-July 3, 2021. 
There will be three days of activities, one 
day of service, a Synod Day where the 
youth will meet with other youth from the 
NJ Synod, and an Interaction 
Service.  Each night there will be a worship 
service in the Arena with music, prayer and 
communion with 35,000 people! Parents 
can watch the Arena activities from home. 
There will also be time for sightseeing 
activities and lunch with the youth from the 
NJ Synod. 
It is very important for students who wish 
to go to The Gathering to attend the bi-
monthly Youth Group meetings.  This will 
enable them to forge relationships with 
their peers before the trip. Early 
registration for The Gathering is $350 and 

due in September.   
In December the youth had a Christmas 
game night and went to see a Living 
Nativity.  They also had a bake sale during 
the Holiday Bazaar and raised $450! This 
money will help defray the cost of The 
Gathering.  Thanks to everyone who 
baked, sold or purchased the baked 
goods!   
 
Several youth came to wrap the gifts from 
The Giving Tree.  Thanks to the generosity 
of our congregation, 13 children from 5 
area families had a very merry Christmas. 
 
The youth leaders spend a lot of time 
planning the meetings and activities.  If 
you are not planning to attend, please 
inform Marisa or Erick. It is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
A huge thank you to Bev Grazioli, Trish 
Colbridge and the youth who wrote and 
presented the skit during the JazMat 
service.  They did a fantastic job!   
 
 
 

 

Advent Luncheons 
 

A big thank you to all who helped out with 

the Advent Luncheons! We could not have 

done it without you. 

 

Sharyn Lyden & 

Carol Ritter 
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Valentine 
Cookies  
for our 

Homebound 
 

We will again be making cookie trays to 
give to our homebound members for 
Valentine’s Day. 
 
If you like to bake on these cold days, 
please think about making an extra batch to 
freeze! 
 
Details for cookie packing will follow 
soon! 

 
 

Thank You from  
Crossroads Programs 

 
We received a note of thanks from 
Crossroads Programs for our donation 
from our baby bottle collection.  They 
appreciate the donation from St. Paul’s, 
saying it makes a real difference in their 
ability to help homeless, abandoned, and 
abused youth in our community. 
 

 
January Food Collection 

 

Suggestions for this month: cereal, 
oatmeal, pasta & sauce, peanut butter and 
jelly, protein bars.  As always, all items 
welcome!  Paper, plastic and cloth bags are 
also needed. 

Please place the items 
on the cart in the 
narthex. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Staff, Council, Teams, 

Committees: 

Annual Reports Are Due 

No Later than  

 Wednesday, 

 January 15 

 

Please turn your report in to  

the church office. 

E-mail is preferred, but printed reports 

will also be accepted. 

 
 

Christmas Gift Cards 

 

Thank you to all who participated in this 
year's gift card fundraiser. 
 
We made a total of $404.21.  I am sure all 
your family and friends enjoyed yours 
gifts. 
 
Thank you again for 
supporting this 
fundraiser.  
 
Lois Uetz 
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Social Ministry 

 
 

Christmas Giving Tree 

Many, many thanks to everyone who 
participated in the Giving Tree 
ministry.  Whether you purchased gifts/gift 
cards, wrapped the gifts, or delivered them 
to the school, your effort and generosity is 
truly appreciated.   
 
We were able to support 5 needy families 
with 13 children from Folwell School in 
Mt. Holly.  We also collected over $800 in 

grocery gift cards 
to help feed these 
families over the 
holidays.  We are 
truly blessed with 
such a caring 
congregation! 
 

Sandy Sambucci & 
Laurie Maccri 

 

 

Mitten Tree 
 

The Christmas tree will remain in the 
narthex for January and February to 
receive donations of mittens, gloves, hats, 
scarves and children’s 
socks to donate to 
those in the area who 
can use them. 
 
Let’s keep the tree 
full! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 19, 2020 - 12:15 PM 
 

Church-Wide Sock Hop Lunch,  
Dance & Sock Collection 

 
DJ Ron Champion 

 
Socks will go to  

The Christian Caring Center,  
Mt. Nebo Holy Church and  
The Extended Hand Shelter 

 
RSVP in the Narthex! 

 
Pat Headrick needs your help!  

Please see her if you could lend a 
hand with this event! Thank you!  

 
Looking to clear out those closets? 
We will also be having our annual  

Martin Luther King Coat Drive. 
Please bring your winter coats the 

weekend of January 18 & 19. 
Coats will be donated to the 

Christian Caring Center to be  
distributed to those in need during  

these cold winter months.   
 

Thank you! 
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Faith Formation/National Youth Gathering Hoagie Sale 

 

 All profits are designated to Faith Formation/National Youth Gathering 

 Sale price is $7.00 each—make checks payable to St. Paul’s [write ‘Hoagie’ 

on the memo line] 

 The 10” hoagies are specially prepared by a local deli 

 Please return order sheet and payment by Sunday, January 26. (Look for 

the “Hoagie Box” in the narthex) 

 Pick up of hoagies is Super Bowl Sunday: February 2 between 11:30—

12:30 in the narthex of the church. 
 

Name: ____________________________ 

 

Phone # ___________________________ 

 

American ________  

 

Italian ________ 

 

Tuna________  

 

Roast Beef & American Cheese ________   

 

Turkey & American Cheese ________ 

 

Mixed Cheese ________ 

 

Total # of Hoagies ________ 

 

Total $ ________ 
 

 

**NO SPECIAL ORDERS** 
**Hot peppers and oil & vinegar on the side. Please request sides on pick up day** 

Please make plans for pick up. We are not responsible for hoagies not picked up. 
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By Clyde Zarkos 

 
A Happy & Healthy New Year To All! 

Below are resources which I hope wll be helpful for you and your 
loved ones. 

The True Value of PRICELESS Antiques*- Passed down through the generations, high-
end furniture especially brown wood pieces are fetching pennies on the dollar. Even 
‘good family china’ which was supposed to put the next generation through college ends 
up being a version of Fiestaware. Estate appraisals on most of these items is 20¢ on the 
dollar from the original price. Also fakes and forgeries from abroad have glutted the 
market. The only true value of such an item is: “Do you love it?” 

How Much Car Can You Afford?**- A need-to-know worksheet guide to make sure 
your next set of wheels won’t put a drag on your finances. 

The Hidden Costs of Caregiving***- Research shows that tending to an ailing loved one 
can generate substantial out-of-pocket and as well as many additional indirect costs. 

1. You face unexpected ongoing costs. 78% of caregivers pay out-of-pocket for 
associated expenses. That average cost is is about $7,000 a year if they live in and about 
$12,000 a year if they live at least an hour away. Here is the breakdown: 41% for 
household expenses, 25% for medical expenses, 14% for personal care items, 12% for 
travel, education and legal expenses, and 8% for paid help. 

2. You find it harder to build wealth. 25% reduce their retirement savings. This is among 
caregivers who pay some out-of-pocket costs. The impact is compounded by the loss of 
money you would normally save plus the loss of interest or other return on investment. 
23% take on more debt. This may be at a particularly perilous life stage for added debt. 
You may have to stop saving for retirement at the time that you are making your 
financial situation worse. 

3. You skimp on other needs. Caregiving forces people to cutback on: household 
maintenance 37%, Education for children 11%, groceries 25%, clothes & personal care 
items 30%, utilities including electricity, heat & electronics 12%. 

4.You sacrifice your own work. Hourly caregivers spend about 80 minutes less per day 
on paid work. This can reduce family income, contributions to Social Security and in the 
long run it stops them from getting possible promotions to higher salaries, as well as 
lose access to employer provided retirement benefits. 32% of caregivers have left a job 
because of the overwhelming demands of caregiving. 
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In Living Color 
 
The church year comes in many colors.  
Depending on what time of year it is, the 
colors the church is clothed in change - 
blue, white, green, purple, red. 
 
Thanks to Sharyn Lyden and Evelyn 
Carmichael, the colors on the walls of the 
church always match the colors set on the 
altar by our dedicated Altar Guild 
volunteers.   
 
Sharyn and Evelyn make sure the banners 
on the walls on the sides and back of the 
church are always the appropriate color 
and season.   
 
They also take care of the banners, making 
sure they properly cleaned, stored and in 
good repair. 
 
So we say thank you Sharyn & Evelyn! 
 

We appreciate you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all for attending Part 1 of the 
Annual Congregational Meeting last 
month. It was so encouraging to have such 
great attendance. The 2020 ministry plan 
was approved and new council members 
were elected. Congratulations to Rich 
Moyer, Claudia O’Malley, Natalie Houwen 
and Don Henry who were all elected for 
three-year terms. 
 
Council did not meet in December, but we 
have been prayerfully considering 
candidates for the call committee. Forming 
the call committee is a priority for the 
January meeting so please let me know 
ASAP if you would like to be considered. 
 
Part II of the Annual Congregational 
Meeting will be Sunday, February 23, time 
to be determined soon. At this meeting we 
will celebrate our ministries, review/
approve the 2019 annual report and look 
forward to a fantastic 2020! 
 
Visitors are always welcome at all council 
meetings which are held on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 PM.  For more 
detailed council information the meeting 
minutes are always available in the church 
narthex. 
 

Karen Platt 
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Music Matters  

Denisemarie Porter 

Life is mysterious. This 
makes sense because God is 
mysterious, not because God 

doesn’t want us to understand, but simply 
because we can’t. The kingdom of heaven 
is advancing, and as we move toward 
“ceaseless days” we will understand more 
and more. 

So no one can really know what the new 
year holds, except that what happens will 
be new. Events will happen that we didn’t 
expect, and some things that we have 
planned for a long time will come to 
fruition. The only steadfast part of this year 
will be God, who has always been and will 
always be. 

I’m always excited about a new start. 
January, the new year, February, my 
birthday month is another new year. Easter, 
the resurrection, is another new beginning. 
July is the start of my summer, then 
September starts our choir season, and 
Advent, the new church year. I love to 
celebrate all of these beginnings.  

In our music department, we have been 
striving to present new music, situations 
and challenges to our musicians. It can be  
overwhelming to try things a new way, but 
also very exciting. If you love music, but 
you aren’t a musician, and are looking for a 
place to volunteer, we need so much help! 
If you are a musician, but the instrument 
you play or style of music is different than 
what you have seen at church, we want to 
talk to you! We are excited to see what 
new directions God is going to advance us 
this year. 

For Christmas, my sister gave me a 
keychain that says, “God is within her, she 
shall not fall.” It is a good daily reminder 
to me. I know that sometimes people are 
overwhelmed, or stressed, or sad. 
Sometimes people think they are not good 
enough, or knowledgeable or talented 
enough. We all have something that we 
think we are lacking. Please always know, 
that whatever space inside of you that you 
feel is empty, that space is filled with the 
being of Jesus Christ, who levels every 
field and causes you to shine with the light 
of the Heavenly Father.  

So I ask you to consider the new year with 
all the hope you can aspire to. Go 
someplace new, speak to a new person, 
read a book, get together with friends at a 
new place, see Pat Headrick to volunteer 
for the needy, buy someone a coffee, plan a 
day trip, listen to a new music station, go 
see a free concert, try a new dessert, see 
Bev Grazioli about helping with our youth, 
come learn how to click the slides at one of 
our services or be a reader, walk a new 
path in the spring, visit a different super 
market, find a free community learning 
course, invite yourself over someone’s 
house that you would never usually think 
to visit, invite a neighbor to a church 
luncheon, learn to cook a new meal, make 
a new ministry, be the light of Christ, and 
treat everyone as you would Jesus. It is a 
new world, and each of us in some way, 
you, me and everyone else alive, is 
wonderfully blessed. 
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5.  You pay less attention to your own 
health. Caregivers get 23 minutes less 
sleep per night than non-caregivers. Many 
neglect their own health needs, too. Over 
the previous 12 months, caregivers gave 
up: Some dental care 36%, routine or 
preventative care 35%, scheduling a 
recommended test or treatment 33%, going 
to the doctor when sick or injured 31%, 
filling a prescription for themselves 28%. 

Eldercare Locator***- A helpful public 
service of the U.S. Administration on 
Aging can connect you to local resources 
for seniors including housing, health 
services, transportation, and support 
services. eldercare.acl.gov or phone 1-800-
677-1116 

 * Today McCombs Magazine 2017, page 22, 
Legacy, Susan Gregory Thomas, WSJ.money ** 
AARP Bulletin, Real Possibilities, AARP.org/
bulletin, November 2019, Vol. 60 No. 9, ** page 
24, *** page 32 (check your copy on hand, your 
local library, or ask a friend for their old issue) 
**** Erickson Living Register, December 2019 

 

 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 
Did you know eligible Thrivent members 
can recommend where Thrivent distributes 
a portion of its charitable funding by 
directing Choice Dollars.  You can direct 
Choice Dollars from your Thrivent account 
to St. Paul’s. 
 
Just log into your Thrivent 
account to get started! 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 16 

1:00 PM 

at Cathy  Geysen’s  House 

Book: The Blue Bottle Club 

By Penelope J. Stokes 
 

If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  

(609) 894-8089. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, January 11,  

following the  

5:00 pm service, we will be  

having dinner at the Diamond Diner  

on Route 38 in Hainesport.  

Joan & Joy Lynch will be taking 

reservations before the service. 

It will be an open menu with           

individual checks.  

All are welcome! 
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Sunday School - Reflections on Christmas  

A Christmas So Great That It was Times Two! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
In my last article, I shared that the kids had engaged in a rich conversation  
about what they wanted in the their presentation for the JazMat service.   
There was a lot that I did not say, which I will now share. 
 
I shared the scripts from the last two years as they were a continuing storyline.  As  
they sat on couches, I inquired, “Do you want to continue the thread, begin a new 
storyline, or something else?”  I was expecting that awkward silence, and I couldn’t 
have been more wrong.  I was actually taken by surprise!  Rob spoke first.  Then Sara.  
Then Casey.  Wait!  I better write this down.  (The year before they were in groups and 
wrote on chart paper.)  I started writing, and I had to ask for clarification.  Someone 
mentioned Mary.  Then Ella said, “Lets sing…” and Kate joined in with her at the 
same time “Mary, Did you know?”  I kept writing.  I wrote diagonally, horizontally, 
and vertically in the margin.  They came up with the soccer family and goldfish and the 
bizarre gifts. They remembered they were Children of God and that sometimes they 
need to look and listen.  They remembered they are saint and sinner. 
 
Then, time was up.  They just looked at me.  “Now what?” they asked.  I don’t 
remember who asked, “How do we get all that together into a script?”  Sara said, 
“Don’t worry!  Ms. Bev always says the Holy Spirit will inspire us because it lives in 
our hearts.”  We had a sending prayer, and our time was truly up. 
 
If you were at the JazMat service, I hope you enjoyed their message.  It is an age-old 
message.  Jesus offers us the manger to care for and love each other – including those 
that we don’t know.  The kids wanted to put in their script that  it’s sometimes hard to 
remember that we forget to look for God.  They also wanted to say that there are all 
kinds of families at St. Paul’s, and they are all welcome at Sunday School and in 
church.  They are there, and they want more friends to get to know! 
 
Sunday School is organic.  By learning we are Children of God and learning together, 
we get the idea that we are in this together.  When we were practicing, I especially 
enjoyed JJ coaching Andrew, who was participating in his first presentation.  Yes, JJ 
was offering a suggestion as if it was his part, but the Holy Spirit was there, too! 
 
Sunday School is now from 10:15 – 11:15.  See you on January 5! 
 

Questions, Comments? Bev Grazioli  beverly.j@outlook.com 
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Worship Words 

Office of the Keys 
 
The authority and power given by 
God to the Church to proclaim the 
Gospel, give forgiveness of sins to 
the penitent, and to deny 
forgiveness to the impenitent. The 
Church exercises this power through 
those it choses to ordain to the 
ministry of the Word and 
Sacrament. 
 
The term has its origin in Mathew 
16:19, when Christ gave to his Church 
the “keys of the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
The office of the keys is primarily 
associated with the Church’s rites of 
confession and absolution: Brief 
Order for Confession and 
Forgiveness; Corporate Confession 
and Forgiveness; Individual 
Confession and Forgiveness. 
 
Guidelines: 
The confessor makes the sign of the 
cross over the penitent(s) as the 
absolution is given, a sign of God’s 
forgiveness offered through  

the redemptive death of Christ and 
bestowed upon the pastor. 
 
The penitents may trace upon 
themselves the sign of the cross as 
the absolution is given, as a sign of 
their acceptance of the gift of 
forgiveness. 
 
Under no circumstances may a 
confessor reveal in any way the sins 
confessed by penitents. Only the 
penitent can release the confessor 
from this strict obligation. 
 

From Worship Words, R. Van Loon & S. A. 

Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastoral Acts for December 
 

Baptisms:  None 

Funerals:  None 

Memorial Services:  None 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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Dear Members and 
Friends: 
  
Happy New Year!   
 
We have said 

goodbye to 2019 and have welcomed 2020!   
  
I expect 2020 to be a good year for St. 
Paul’s.  First, let’s recall the high points of 
2019.  Our Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations were solemn when they 
needed to be and particularly joyful on 
Easter morning.  Church Music Sunday 
(the Fifth Sunday of Easter) was a great 
celebration of the resurrection presented by 
all our choirs and bands.  Vacation Bible 
School was a faith-filled travel adventure to 
Greece where children and adults had fun.  
The Transition Team worked hard and, 
after a little slow-down, the MSP and 
supporting documents were sent to Bishop 
Bartholomew in November. We received 
several new members.  There were many 
fun gatherings.  And your generosity 
blessed many people in the community and 
beyond. 
  
This month the council will appoint the 
Call Committee at its regular meeting on 
the 21st.  If you are interested in serving on 
the Call Committee, please let Karen Platt 
or another council member know.  The 
council will choose seven active members 
in good standing.  Important characteristics 
for Call Committee members are weekly 
worship attendance and the ability to 
maintain confidentiality.  Bishop 
Bartholomew will be meeting with the 
council and Call Committee in February.  
 

After that, the committee will meet to 
prepare their questions and interview plan.  
I will arrange a practice interview with a 
colleague who will not be a candidate so 
the committee will be ready when the 
Bishop sends them a name.  I will share 
more on the call process in the weeks 
ahead.  And remember, you can always ask 
me or a council member if you have 
questions on any ministry area here at St. 
Paul’s. 
  
If you are of the mind to make New Year 
resolutions, I invite you to commit to 
attending worship every week.  It’s not a 
small thing for Christians.  Coming 
together with fellow believers to hear the 
Word and receive the Sacrament 
strengthens and deepens our faith.  We miss 
you when aren’t there.  I feel the Holy 
Spirit moving and filling St. Paul’s with  
new energy for mission and ministry in 
Hainesport and beyond.  So come back and 
join us – don’t miss the fun! 
  
May God bless you every day in 2020. 
  
Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Elaine 
 
 

 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 
Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
You may call any time for emergencies. 
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The Last Word 

 

 
 

 

Have a 

Blessed and Joyous 

2020! 

 
 

“Faith is a living, daring 

confidence in God's 

grace, so sure and 

certain that a man 

could stake his life on it 

a thousand times.” 

   - Martin Luther 
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