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Subscribe to Three Sides podcast 
Three Sides is a monthly podcast featuring stories from the ELCA. As a church 
that believes God is calling us into the world – together, Three Sides will share 
diverse voices from across this church. Typically, it’s said there are two sides to 
every story. But often a middle or third side of the story is revealed, providing 
another perspective to consider. Listen now at LivingLutheran.org/podcast. 

 

Living Lutheran study guides available 
Every month there are two study guides posted on LivingLutheran.org that ac-
company stories in the print issue. The study guides are designed to spark 
group discussion about topics that relate to articles in the magazine. You can 
find and download the free study guides from LivingLutheran.org under the 
“Spiritual practices and resources” tab. 
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Dear Members and 
Friends: 
 
“Let’s start with an 
honest admission. 
The history of the 

church, on the whole, has been badly 
damaged by clergy taking over most of the 
roles of lay ministers in worship, including 
the proper role of the people of God 
gathered to worship! Clergy cannot – and 
should not – do everything in 
worship.” (Christian Scharen, Serving the 
Assembly’s Worship – A Handbook for Assisting 

Ministers, Augsburg Fortress, 2013.)  A new 
Worship Ministry Team (committee) has 
formed at St. Paul’s.  Claudia O’Malley is 
the Council Liaison for the team.  This 
ministry team is sharing and praying 
together about worship here at St. Paul.  
(There’s another group – Director of Music, Pastor, 
and members who choose the hymns and songs for 

our liturgies.)  At our first meeting we 
discussed the historical and traditional role 
of the assisting minister or deacon in 
worship.  I will begin teaching the 
communion assistants to serve more fully 
in worship as Assisting Ministers.  It will 
take several weeks as I will teach just two 
people at a time so that they have ample 
opportunity to practice before serving in 
worship.  If you think you are being called 
by God to this ministry please let me know. 

 
The Transition Team stalled a few months 
ago due to family responsibilities, a 
computer crash, and the church’s internet 
and phone systems fried from one of the 
recent storms.  It’s nobody’s fault.  Life, 
and stuff, happens.  The Team is back on 
track with Co-Chairs Carrie Izzo and 

Donna DeCillis leading the process of 
completing the MSP and other documents 
for Bishop Bartholomew.  Brothers and 
sisters in Christ, I trust that God is 
preparing the best possible pastor for you 
and in God’s time you will discern who that 
is.  Too often, it seems to me, we think we 
control this entire enterprise, but we don’t.  
Yes, we have tasks to work through but 
God is the One in control.  And God will 
not leave you desolate. 

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
     and do not rely on your own insight.  
   In all your ways acknowledge him, 
     and he will make straight your paths.
 Proverbs 3.5-6 

 
One more month to get ready to go back to 
school!  Yes, already!  The big box stores 
have the school supplies out and if you 
watch the ads closely you can get 
everything you need over three or four 
weeks at bargain prices.  Here at St. Paul 
we’re collecting school supplies and 
backpacks for kids in need at three 
locations in our area.  See the display and 
collection area in the narthex.  Carol Moyer 
is the coordinator for this ministry.  And 
thank you very much for your generosity. 
 
God bless you and your activities this 
summer. 
 

Pastor Elaine 
 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 
Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
You may call any time for emergencies. 
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Sunday School - Here Before You Know It! 

The dog days of summer are upon us, but before 
you know it, it will be Sunday School time once 
again!   
 
We’ll be starting up September 15.  What will our 
theme be?  What kind of adventures are in store?  
Who knows???? 
 
Keep your eyes open for details!  
 
We can’t wait to see everyone again! 
 
Yay God!! 
 
Team Sunday School 
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Lutheran Worship 

Basics 
 

Do you wonder about 

anything in worship?  

Why we do what we do?  If so, please join 

me for “Lutheran Worship Basics.” 

 

I will be holding classes on Sunday, 

August 4, 18, and 25 from 10:10 - 10:50, 

between the services. 

 

Please come even if you haven’t signed up. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Pastor Elaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council has been busy these past few 
months and here are a few of the 
highlights: 

 The annual congregational meeting will 
now be split into two parts. At the first 
meeting, to be held in early December, 
we will vote on the spending plan and 
elect council members. This allows us 
to start the new year with a spending 
plan in place. At the second meeting, 
on the last Sunday of February, we will 
celebrate our ministries and vote to 
accept the annual report. 

 The 25+ year old carpeting in the altar 
area of the sanctuary will soon be 
replaced. Thanks to the property team 
for coordinating the effort. 

 The Transition Team is making great 
progress on the Mission Site Profile 
(MSP). The surveys we completed 
were compiled and the results added to 
the MSP. Council expects to have the 
rough draft to review soon, and we 
hope to send it to the NJ Synod in the 
fall. 

Visitors are always welcome at all council 
meetings which are held on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 PM.  Meeting 
minutes are always available in the church 
narthex. 
 
Karen Platt 
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Worship Words 
 
Assisting Ministers 
 

Persons who assist in worship 
leadership by intoning the Kyrie bids 
and the introduction to the Hymn of 
Praise; reading the First and Second 
Lessons; leading the intercessory, 
offertory, and post-Communion 
prayers; presenting the bread and 
wine; setting and clearing the table; 
ministering Communion; and speaking 
the Dismissal following the 
Benediction. 

ELW specifies that certain 
liturgical leadership roles are 
reserved for ordained ministers. 
Other leadership roles do not 
require ordination and are therefore 
appropriate for trained laypersons. 
In any given liturgy, there may be 
one or more assisting ministers. In 
the Holy Communion liturgy, the 
principal assisting minister is the one 
who serves with the presiding 
minister at the altar. 

Guidelines: 

Persons selected for training as lay 
assisting ministers should address 
their tasks with a sense of both 
reverence and warmth, as well as have 
the ability to do their tasks 
competently. Confirmed members may 
serve as assisting ministers. 

Training should be provided in the 
meaning of the liturgy and the 
church year; sitting, standing, and 
walking; ritual actions; chanting; and 

assigned roles (see above). Adequate 
practice is important. 

Vestments for assisting ministers 
are usually determined by those worn 
by the presiding minister: when the 
presiding minister is vested in an alb 
and chasuble, the assisting ministers 
wear albs; when the presider wears 
cassock and surplice, the assisting 
ministers wear cassocks and surplices, 
or cassocks and cottas; lay assisting 
ministers do not wear stoles (which are 
a symbol of the yoke of Christ, 
received at ordination) or chasubles 
(which are reserved for the presiding 
minister at the Holy Communion); 
offertory presenters and lectors who 
are seated in the nave may wear street 
clothing. 

During the Communion, the 
assisting minister(s) administers the 
wine; the bread normally is 
distributed by the presiding 
minister. 

  

 From Worship Words, R. Van Loon & 

S. A. Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 
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August Food 
Collection 

 

Despite being one of 
the richest states in the 

nation, hunger is pervasive across New 
Jersey. Children, working parents, senior 
citizens, veterans and others all face 
hunger.  According to Feeding 
America’s Map of the Meal Gap, in 
2016: 
 

 One in 10 New Jersey residents were 
food insecure, meaning they did not 
have an adequate, consistent supply of 
food. That translates to more than 
919,000 hungry people. 

 It’s even worse for children — 13.5 
percent of New Jersey children 
suffered from hunger, translating to 
more than 268,000 children. 

 
About one-third of these residents earned 
too much to qualify for nutrition 
assistance.* 
 
There’s an abundance of donations during 
the holidays, but they drop significantly in 
the summer.   
 
Many children depend on the school 
breakfast and lunch programs to have their 
meals for the day.  When school is out, 
they go without. 
 
Others who depend on local food pantries 
find they don’t have much to give out.   
 
Please consider donating to the food 
collection this summer.  Our collection 
goes to several local food pantries. 

Suggestions for this month: single serve, 
easy-open microwave meals and canned 
pastas, granola bars, dried fruits, nuts, 
canned fruits and vegetables.  As always, 
all items are welcome. 
 
Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 
needed. 
 
Please place the items on the cart in the 
narthex.  
 
Thank you! 
 
*www.cfanj.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Card Shower 
 

Sometime during the month of August 
send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 
 

Michelle George 
65 Sassafras Dr 

Lumberton, NJ 08048 
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By Clyde Zarkos 

 
Fighting Phone Fraud* -  Answering your telephone lets  whoever is 
calling into your personal corner of the world. Take a few minutes 
now to learn how to protect yourself from annoying and potentially 
illegal spam and telemarketing calls. 
 

Do Not Call Registry - The first step in reducing the number of calls from telemarketers 
and solicitors is to sign-up for the federal Do Not Call Registry for both your home and 
cell phones by calling 888-382-1222 or logging online to www.donotcall.gov and 
following the prompts.  The list is designed to stop sales calls.  This will not eliminate 
all annoying calls, you may still receive “political calls, charitable calls, debt collection 
calls, information calls, and telephone survey calls.” If you have done  business with a 
company, that company may call you as well.  New Jersey does not have a registry, but 
it has a “ Do Not Call law” which prohibits telemarketers from calling residents who 
have placed their numbers on the national registry.  More information on New Jersey’s 
law can be found  at wwwnjconsumeraffairs.gov/telemarketers. 
   
What Do I Do? -  If you’re still getting sales calls, file a complaint by calling 888-382-
1222 or by visiting www.donotcall.gov listed above.  Pre-recorded voice messages 
“robocalls” and other sophisticated forms of telemarketing “spoofing” sometimes show 
a local phone number on your caller ID or a Washington D.C. area code 202 as if it is a 
government call.  It is important to file a complaint.   Even though they cannot respond 
directly to every caller complaint, they subject violators to fines of over $40,000. 
 
TIP OF THE MONTH 
 
Cell Phone Airplane Mode** - The fastest way to charge  a mobile phone is to turn it off 
and plug it in.  Airplane Mode is the next best option, it has the benefit of leaving your 
phone on and easy to use if needed.  It is not checking for messages, connecting to 
towers or accessing wi-fi networks so is charging significantly faster.  If your signal is 
weak because it is using a distant tower, turn Airplane Mode on for a few moments, then 
turn it off.  Your phone will do a new search for the strongest signal. 
 
* N.J. Division of Consumer Affairs ‘Anti-Fraud ToolKit’. FightingFraud.NJ.gov  800-242- 5846 
** Burlington County Times’ Life Hacks’, Volume 1 
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Music Matters  

Denisemarie Ramos 

 

When do we sing? For many 

of us, almost everyday. We sing for 

birthdays and ballgames, along to the car 

radio, jingles on TV and holiday songs.  

Songs are a great learning tool; that’s why 

we sing the alphabet. At the ALCM 

Conference there was a lot of stress on 

singing the psalms. People understand the 

words better when they sing them, so we 

will be singing psalms in worship more. 

A while ago I talked about how in the 

gospels of Matthew and Mark, it says that 

after the Last Supper, Jesus and the 

disciples sang a hymn, then went out to the 

Mt. of Olives. So we know Jesus sang. 

We know all parents sing to their children. 

We know that Mary sang songs and 

without a doubt, she sang to the baby 

Jesus. To me, this kind of singing, a lullaby 

to a baby, soothing that baby with one’s 

voice, is one of the most love filled singing 

we can do. 

Then there is God. Does God sing? Maybe 

he sings through us or through the angels. 

Zephaniah 3:17 says, “The Lord your God 

is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you; in his 

love he will no longer rebuke you, but will 

rejoice over you with singing.” 

When do you think God sings to us? On 

our birthday? Maybe, to celebrate our 

creation or the creation. As we try to fall 

asleep or when we are worried? Perhaps, 

the way Mary sang to Jesus, the way all 

parents sing to their children. When we are 

hurting, suffering, mourning? Most 

definitely; singing soothes us. When we are 

celebrating, happy, and rejoicing? Of 

course! Everyone loves to sing in 

celebration! 

I pray you live and celebrate, work through 

your problems, and rejoice over the people 

you love, with singing. 

 

 

Did you know you can get the 

council minutes electronically?  Call 

or email the office if 

you would like to 

receive the minutes 

by email each 

month. 
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Social Ministry 

 

 

Back-to-School 

Backpacks 
 

We’re still having picnics 

and beach trips and hot 

summer days, but school is right around 

the corner. 

 

Our collection for Oaks Integrated Care’s 

“Operation Fill-A-Backpack” continues 

through August 18.  Backpacks and 

supplies will be donated to children who 

are taking part in Oaks programs. 

 

In addition to Oaks, we would like to 

provide backpacks and school supplies to 

children at Bridge of Peace in Camden and 

Mt. Nebo Church in Mt. Holly. 

 

Thanks to Carol Moyer for agreeing to lead 

the project again this year. 

 

Here are some ideas for needed supplies: 

 

 Backpacks & lunchboxes 

 Book covers 

 Calculators (solar & scientific) 

 Protractors & rulers 

 Index cards 

 Scissors 

 Glue sticks 

 Facial tissues & hand sanitizer 

 Pens & pencils 

 Three-ring binders with paper 

 Pocket folders 

 Erasers & pencil cases 

 Crayons, markers & highlighters 

 Notebooks & composition books 

 

If you have any questions, please see Carol 

Moyer. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

American Red Cross  
Blood Drive 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the American Red Cross Blood Drive 
on July 9! 
 
We were able to surpass our goal and 
collect 18 units for the Red Cross. That 
can help up to 54 people! 
 
If you weren’t able to make it, you don’t 
have to wait until January. Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org to 
find a blood drive near you. 
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What better time than right after VBS to 
recognize someone who does so much for 
youth at St. Paul’s! 
 
If the kids are involved, you can be sure 
that Bev Grazioli is somehow involved 
too! 
 
Bev serves tirelessly as our Sunday School 
Director, VBS Director, and co-Leader of 
Confirmation Class.  She goes above and 
beyond to make sure the kids are learning 
AND having fun!   
 
Bev and her team of amazing volunteers 
run Sunday School each week from 
September to May and organize a special 
Children’s Service and Easter Egg hunt.  
And VBS???  Months of planning go into 
this week of summer fun and learning!  
This year you found yourself transported 
back in time to ancient Greece - complete 
with the Apostle Paul! 
 
So, Bev, for all you do …. 
 

We Appreciate You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flu Shot Clinic 

 

St. Paul's will be 

conducting its sixth annual 

flu shot clinic on 

Wednesday, September 11 

beginning at 10:30 

AM. We will be offering other vaccines at 

this time, so check your immunization 

records and sign up for what you need. 

  

Because there is a co-pay for the Shingles 

shots, a copy of your supplemental 

insurance card must accompany the 

registration forms. These will be submitted 

to the Rite Aid Pharmacy conducting the 

clinic in order to determine what your co-

pay will be. They will contact you directly 

with this information, which will enable 

you to decide whether to get the shot or 

not.  

  

There is no cost for the pneumonia shot, as 

it is covered by Medicare, as is the flu shot. 

 

Any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 

893-6349. You can sign up after services. 

Sign up sheets will be available in the 

narthex beginning August 4. 
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Pastoral Acts for July 
 

Baptisms:  Hazel Rose Ryan 

Funerals:  None 

Memorial Services:  None 

 

Youth News  

 
By Sandy Sambucci 
 
Five of our youth, Casey 

Colbridge, Sara Bozarth, Kate 

Soltesz, Kylie Shenton and Kayla Reed, 

attended Confirmation Camp this year.  A 

huge thank you goes to Trish Colbridge for 

chaperoning the week-long camp. 

Here’s a report written by Casey and Sara:   

On July 7, Casey C., Kayla R., Sara B., 

Kate S. and Kylie S. went to Crossroads for 

Confirmation Camp.  This year we studied 

the Exodus story, where the Egyptian 

Pharaoh held the people of Israel captive.  

For our service project we visited St. 

Steven’s Church in Newark where we 

watched a video about another type of 

captivity, and then we went to the ICE 

Detention Center in Elizabeth where we 

gathered across the street to pray.  As 

Pastor Moacir started the prayer, it began 

to rain.  It was a sad moment, so it was 

kind of ironic that it started to downpour.  

We were blessed to get to spend such a 

wonderful week at Crossroads. 

Mark your calendars for September 8, the 

day of the Church Picnic.  That Sunday 

morning we will have one service at 10:00 

AM followed by a service project at 11:00 

AM and the picnic at 12 Noon.  Watch the 

E-Chimes and FYI as we get closer for 

more details! 

 

 

 

 

Diner Dash 

 

On Saturday, August 3, following the  

5:00 pm service, we will be  

having dinner at the Diamond Diner on 

Route 38 in Hainesport.  

Joan & Joy Lynch will be taking 

reservations before the service. 

It will be an open menu with individual 

checks. All are welcome! 
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God’s Work, Our Hands 

Fellowship / Picnic 
 

On Sunday, September 9, we will be 

having our annual church picnic with a 

twist! 

 

We will have one service at 10:00 AM, 

followed by a service project at 11:00 AM 

and the picnic at 12:00 PM. 

 

We will be making casseroles to be frozen 

and delivered to Extended Hands Shelter 

and Mt. Nebo Holy Church. They will use 

them to feed the needy in our community. 

 

We will also be inviting members of the 

Hainesport Fire, Police & EMT to thank 

them for their service. 

 

It’s sure to be a great time of fun & 

fellowship!  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Paul’s Church Council, 

Thank you so much for granting me the 

2019 St. Paul’s scholarship! It is an honor 

to have received this, and I really 

appreciate it.  I can’t wait to continue my 

journey through faith as I continue my 

education at Temple University. 

Julia Jambor 

 

 

Thank you… 

To all my friends at St. Paul’s for your get 

well cards with thoughts and prayers.   

I really appreciate your concern. 

Dennis Mroczkowski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 

2 

 

3 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

4 

 9:00 AM Worship 

10:10 AM Lutheran Worship  

      Basics (H) 

 11:00 AM Worship 
 12:15 PM Transition Team  
                   (CR) 

5 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  8:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:00 PM NA (M) 

6 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit 

7 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
   

8 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 

6:30 PM Finance Team (CR) 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 

9 

 

10 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

11 

 9:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Worship 
12:00 PM Legacy Committee 
   Meeting (H) 

12 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  8:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:00 PM NA (M) 

13 

10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Property Team (CR) 
7:30 PM Same Spirit 

14 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Haven Married  
          Couples Group (PH) 
 

15 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 

16 

 

17 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

18 

  9:00 AM Worship 

 10:10 AM Lutheran Worship  

      Basics (H) 

11:00 AM Worship 

19 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  8:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:00 PM NA (M) 

20 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
7:30 PM Same Spirit 

21 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
  

22 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:30 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 

 

23 

 

24 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

25 

  9:00 AM Worship 

  10:10 AM Lutheran Worship  

      Basics (H) 

11:00 AM Worship 

26 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  8:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:00 PM NA (M) 

27 

10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit 

28 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

29 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 

 

30 
8:00 AM Chimes Assembly 

31 
5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

Church Bldg 
H - Heritage 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
CR - Conference 
Room 
 

Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 
G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
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Pastoral Acts for July 
 

Baptisms:  Hazel Rose Ryan 

Funerals:  None 

Memorial Services:  None 

 

Youth News  

 
By Sandy Sambucci 
 
Five of our youth, Casey 

Colbridge, Sara Bozarth, Kate 

Soltesz, Kylie Shenton and Kayla Reed, 

attended Confirmation Camp this year.  A 

huge thank you goes to Trish Colbridge for 

chaperoning the week-long camp. 

Here’s a report written by Casey and Sara:   

On July 7, Casey C., Kayla R., Sara B., 

Kate S. and Kylie S. went to Crossroads for 

Confirmation Camp.  This year we studied 

the Exodus story, where the Egyptian 

Pharaoh held the people of Israel captive.  

For our service project we visited St. 

Steven’s Church in Newark where we 

watched a video about another type of 

captivity, and then we went to the ICE 

Detention Center in Elizabeth where we 

gathered across the street to pray.  As 

Pastor Moacir started the prayer, it began 

to rain.  It was a sad moment, so it was 

kind of ironic that it started to downpour.  

We were blessed to get to spend such a 

wonderful week at Crossroads. 

Mark your calendars for September 8, the 

day of the Church Picnic.  That Sunday 

morning we will have one service at 10:00 

AM followed by a service project at 11:00 

AM and the picnic at 12 Noon.  Watch the 

E-Chimes and FYI as we get closer for 

more details! 

 

 

 

 

Diner Dash 

 

On Saturday, August 3, following the  

5:00 pm service, we will be  

having dinner at the Diamond Diner on 

Route 38 in Hainesport.  

Joan & Joy Lynch will be taking 

reservations before the service. 

It will be an open menu with individual 

checks. All are welcome! 
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God’s Work, Our Hands 

Fellowship / Picnic 
 

On Sunday, September 9, we will be 

having our annual church picnic with a 

twist! 

 

We will have one service at 10:00 AM, 

followed by a service project at 11:00 AM 

and the picnic at 12:00 PM. 

 

We will be making casseroles to be frozen 

and delivered to Extended Hands Shelter 

and Mt. Nebo Holy Church. They will use 

them to feed the needy in our community. 

 

We will also be inviting members of the 

Hainesport Fire, Police & EMT to thank 

them for their service. 

 

It’s sure to be a great time of fun & 

fellowship!  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Paul’s Church Council, 

Thank you so much for granting me the 

2019 St. Paul’s scholarship! It is an honor 

to have received this, and I really 

appreciate it.  I can’t wait to continue my 

journey through faith as I continue my 

education at Temple University. 

Julia Jambor 

 

 

Thank you… 

To all my friends at St. Paul’s for your get 

well cards with thoughts and prayers.   

I really appreciate your concern. 

Dennis Mroczkowski 
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Social Ministry 

 

 

Back-to-School 

Backpacks 
 

We’re still having picnics 

and beach trips and hot 

summer days, but school is right around 

the corner. 

 

Our collection for Oaks Integrated Care’s 

“Operation Fill-A-Backpack” continues 

through August 18.  Backpacks and 

supplies will be donated to children who 

are taking part in Oaks programs. 

 

In addition to Oaks, we would like to 

provide backpacks and school supplies to 

children at Bridge of Peace in Camden and 

Mt. Nebo Church in Mt. Holly. 

 

Thanks to Carol Moyer for agreeing to lead 

the project again this year. 

 

Here are some ideas for needed supplies: 

 

 Backpacks & lunchboxes 

 Book covers 

 Calculators (solar & scientific) 

 Protractors & rulers 

 Index cards 

 Scissors 

 Glue sticks 

 Facial tissues & hand sanitizer 

 Pens & pencils 

 Three-ring binders with paper 

 Pocket folders 

 Erasers & pencil cases 

 Crayons, markers & highlighters 

 Notebooks & composition books 

 

If you have any questions, please see Carol 

Moyer. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

American Red Cross  
Blood Drive 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the American Red Cross Blood Drive 
on July 9! 
 
We were able to surpass our goal and 
collect 18 units for the Red Cross. That 
can help up to 54 people! 
 
If you weren’t able to make it, you don’t 
have to wait until January. Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org to 
find a blood drive near you. 
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What better time than right after VBS to 
recognize someone who does so much for 
youth at St. Paul’s! 
 
If the kids are involved, you can be sure 
that Bev Grazioli is somehow involved 
too! 
 
Bev serves tirelessly as our Sunday School 
Director, VBS Director, and co-Leader of 
Confirmation Class.  She goes above and 
beyond to make sure the kids are learning 
AND having fun!   
 
Bev and her team of amazing volunteers 
run Sunday School each week from 
September to May and organize a special 
Children’s Service and Easter Egg hunt.  
And VBS???  Months of planning go into 
this week of summer fun and learning!  
This year you found yourself transported 
back in time to ancient Greece - complete 
with the Apostle Paul! 
 
So, Bev, for all you do …. 
 

We Appreciate You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flu Shot Clinic 

 

St. Paul's will be 

conducting its sixth annual 

flu shot clinic on 

Wednesday, September 11 

beginning at 10:30 

AM. We will be offering other vaccines at 

this time, so check your immunization 

records and sign up for what you need. 

  

Because there is a co-pay for the Shingles 

shots, a copy of your supplemental 

insurance card must accompany the 

registration forms. These will be submitted 

to the Rite Aid Pharmacy conducting the 

clinic in order to determine what your co-

pay will be. They will contact you directly 

with this information, which will enable 

you to decide whether to get the shot or 

not.  

  

There is no cost for the pneumonia shot, as 

it is covered by Medicare, as is the flu shot. 

 

Any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 

893-6349. You can sign up after services. 

Sign up sheets will be available in the 

narthex beginning August 4. 
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By Clyde Zarkos 

 
Fighting Phone Fraud* -  Answering your telephone lets  whoever is 
calling into your personal corner of the world. Take a few minutes 
now to learn how to protect yourself from annoying and potentially 
illegal spam and telemarketing calls. 
 

Do Not Call Registry - The first step in reducing the number of calls from telemarketers 
and solicitors is to sign-up for the federal Do Not Call Registry for both your home and 
cell phones by calling 888-382-1222 or logging online to www.donotcall.gov and 
following the prompts.  The list is designed to stop sales calls.  This will not eliminate 
all annoying calls, you may still receive “political calls, charitable calls, debt collection 
calls, information calls, and telephone survey calls.” If you have done  business with a 
company, that company may call you as well.  New Jersey does not have a registry, but 
it has a “ Do Not Call law” which prohibits telemarketers from calling residents who 
have placed their numbers on the national registry.  More information on New Jersey’s 
law can be found  at wwwnjconsumeraffairs.gov/telemarketers. 
   
What Do I Do? -  If you’re still getting sales calls, file a complaint by calling 888-382-
1222 or by visiting www.donotcall.gov listed above.  Pre-recorded voice messages 
“robocalls” and other sophisticated forms of telemarketing “spoofing” sometimes show 
a local phone number on your caller ID or a Washington D.C. area code 202 as if it is a 
government call.  It is important to file a complaint.   Even though they cannot respond 
directly to every caller complaint, they subject violators to fines of over $40,000. 
 
TIP OF THE MONTH 
 
Cell Phone Airplane Mode** - The fastest way to charge  a mobile phone is to turn it off 
and plug it in.  Airplane Mode is the next best option, it has the benefit of leaving your 
phone on and easy to use if needed.  It is not checking for messages, connecting to 
towers or accessing wi-fi networks so is charging significantly faster.  If your signal is 
weak because it is using a distant tower, turn Airplane Mode on for a few moments, then 
turn it off.  Your phone will do a new search for the strongest signal. 
 
* N.J. Division of Consumer Affairs ‘Anti-Fraud ToolKit’. FightingFraud.NJ.gov  800-242- 5846 
** Burlington County Times’ Life Hacks’, Volume 1 
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Music Matters  

Denisemarie Ramos 

 

When do we sing? For many 

of us, almost everyday. We sing for 

birthdays and ballgames, along to the car 

radio, jingles on TV and holiday songs.  

Songs are a great learning tool; that’s why 

we sing the alphabet. At the ALCM 

Conference there was a lot of stress on 

singing the psalms. People understand the 

words better when they sing them, so we 

will be singing psalms in worship more. 

A while ago I talked about how in the 

gospels of Matthew and Mark, it says that 

after the Last Supper, Jesus and the 

disciples sang a hymn, then went out to the 

Mt. of Olives. So we know Jesus sang. 

We know all parents sing to their children. 

We know that Mary sang songs and 

without a doubt, she sang to the baby 

Jesus. To me, this kind of singing, a lullaby 

to a baby, soothing that baby with one’s 

voice, is one of the most love filled singing 

we can do. 

Then there is God. Does God sing? Maybe 

he sings through us or through the angels. 

Zephaniah 3:17 says, “The Lord your God 

is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you; in his 

love he will no longer rebuke you, but will 

rejoice over you with singing.” 

When do you think God sings to us? On 

our birthday? Maybe, to celebrate our 

creation or the creation. As we try to fall 

asleep or when we are worried? Perhaps, 

the way Mary sang to Jesus, the way all 

parents sing to their children. When we are 

hurting, suffering, mourning? Most 

definitely; singing soothes us. When we are 

celebrating, happy, and rejoicing? Of 

course! Everyone loves to sing in 

celebration! 

I pray you live and celebrate, work through 

your problems, and rejoice over the people 

you love, with singing. 

 

 

Did you know you can get the 

council minutes electronically?  Call 

or email the office if 

you would like to 

receive the minutes 

by email each 

month. 
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Worship Words 
 
Assisting Ministers 
 

Persons who assist in worship 
leadership by intoning the Kyrie bids 
and the introduction to the Hymn of 
Praise; reading the First and Second 
Lessons; leading the intercessory, 
offertory, and post-Communion 
prayers; presenting the bread and 
wine; setting and clearing the table; 
ministering Communion; and speaking 
the Dismissal following the 
Benediction. 

ELW specifies that certain 
liturgical leadership roles are 
reserved for ordained ministers. 
Other leadership roles do not 
require ordination and are therefore 
appropriate for trained laypersons. 
In any given liturgy, there may be 
one or more assisting ministers. In 
the Holy Communion liturgy, the 
principal assisting minister is the one 
who serves with the presiding 
minister at the altar. 

Guidelines: 

Persons selected for training as lay 
assisting ministers should address 
their tasks with a sense of both 
reverence and warmth, as well as have 
the ability to do their tasks 
competently. Confirmed members may 
serve as assisting ministers. 

Training should be provided in the 
meaning of the liturgy and the 
church year; sitting, standing, and 
walking; ritual actions; chanting; and 

assigned roles (see above). Adequate 
practice is important. 

Vestments for assisting ministers 
are usually determined by those worn 
by the presiding minister: when the 
presiding minister is vested in an alb 
and chasuble, the assisting ministers 
wear albs; when the presider wears 
cassock and surplice, the assisting 
ministers wear cassocks and surplices, 
or cassocks and cottas; lay assisting 
ministers do not wear stoles (which are 
a symbol of the yoke of Christ, 
received at ordination) or chasubles 
(which are reserved for the presiding 
minister at the Holy Communion); 
offertory presenters and lectors who 
are seated in the nave may wear street 
clothing. 

During the Communion, the 
assisting minister(s) administers the 
wine; the bread normally is 
distributed by the presiding 
minister. 

  

 From Worship Words, R. Van Loon & 

S. A. Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 
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August Food 
Collection 

 

Despite being one of 
the richest states in the 

nation, hunger is pervasive across New 
Jersey. Children, working parents, senior 
citizens, veterans and others all face 
hunger.  According to Feeding 
America’s Map of the Meal Gap, in 
2016: 
 

 One in 10 New Jersey residents were 
food insecure, meaning they did not 
have an adequate, consistent supply of 
food. That translates to more than 
919,000 hungry people. 

 It’s even worse for children — 13.5 
percent of New Jersey children 
suffered from hunger, translating to 
more than 268,000 children. 

 
About one-third of these residents earned 
too much to qualify for nutrition 
assistance.* 
 
There’s an abundance of donations during 
the holidays, but they drop significantly in 
the summer.   
 
Many children depend on the school 
breakfast and lunch programs to have their 
meals for the day.  When school is out, 
they go without. 
 
Others who depend on local food pantries 
find they don’t have much to give out.   
 
Please consider donating to the food 
collection this summer.  Our collection 
goes to several local food pantries. 

Suggestions for this month: single serve, 
easy-open microwave meals and canned 
pastas, granola bars, dried fruits, nuts, 
canned fruits and vegetables.  As always, 
all items are welcome. 
 
Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 
needed. 
 
Please place the items on the cart in the 
narthex.  
 
Thank you! 
 
*www.cfanj.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Card Shower 
 

Sometime during the month of August 
send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 
 

Michelle George 
65 Sassafras Dr 

Lumberton, NJ 08048 
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Sunday School - Here Before You Know It! 

The dog days of summer are upon us, but before 
you know it, it will be Sunday School time once 
again!   
 
We’ll be starting up September 15.  What will our 
theme be?  What kind of adventures are in store?  
Who knows???? 
 
Keep your eyes open for details!  
 
We can’t wait to see everyone again! 
 
Yay God!! 
 
Team Sunday School 
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Lutheran Worship 

Basics 
 

Do you wonder about 

anything in worship?  

Why we do what we do?  If so, please join 

me for “Lutheran Worship Basics.” 

 

I will be holding classes on Sunday, 

August 4, 18, and 25 from 10:10 - 10:50, 

between the services. 

 

Please come even if you haven’t signed up. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Pastor Elaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council has been busy these past few 
months and here are a few of the 
highlights: 

 The annual congregational meeting will 
now be split into two parts. At the first 
meeting, to be held in early December, 
we will vote on the spending plan and 
elect council members. This allows us 
to start the new year with a spending 
plan in place. At the second meeting, 
on the last Sunday of February, we will 
celebrate our ministries and vote to 
accept the annual report. 

 The 25+ year old carpeting in the altar 
area of the sanctuary will soon be 
replaced. Thanks to the property team 
for coordinating the effort. 

 The Transition Team is making great 
progress on the Mission Site Profile 
(MSP). The surveys we completed 
were compiled and the results added to 
the MSP. Council expects to have the 
rough draft to review soon, and we 
hope to send it to the NJ Synod in the 
fall. 

Visitors are always welcome at all council 
meetings which are held on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 PM.  Meeting 
minutes are always available in the church 
narthex. 
 
Karen Platt 
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Dear Members and 
Friends: 
 
“Let’s start with an 
honest admission. 
The history of the 

church, on the whole, has been badly 
damaged by clergy taking over most of the 
roles of lay ministers in worship, including 
the proper role of the people of God 
gathered to worship! Clergy cannot – and 
should not – do everything in 
worship.” (Christian Scharen, Serving the 
Assembly’s Worship – A Handbook for Assisting 

Ministers, Augsburg Fortress, 2013.)  A new 
Worship Ministry Team (committee) has 
formed at St. Paul’s.  Claudia O’Malley is 
the Council Liaison for the team.  This 
ministry team is sharing and praying 
together about worship here at St. Paul.  
(There’s another group – Director of Music, Pastor, 
and members who choose the hymns and songs for 

our liturgies.)  At our first meeting we 
discussed the historical and traditional role 
of the assisting minister or deacon in 
worship.  I will begin teaching the 
communion assistants to serve more fully 
in worship as Assisting Ministers.  It will 
take several weeks as I will teach just two 
people at a time so that they have ample 
opportunity to practice before serving in 
worship.  If you think you are being called 
by God to this ministry please let me know. 

 
The Transition Team stalled a few months 
ago due to family responsibilities, a 
computer crash, and the church’s internet 
and phone systems fried from one of the 
recent storms.  It’s nobody’s fault.  Life, 
and stuff, happens.  The Team is back on 
track with Co-Chairs Carrie Izzo and 

Donna DeCillis leading the process of 
completing the MSP and other documents 
for Bishop Bartholomew.  Brothers and 
sisters in Christ, I trust that God is 
preparing the best possible pastor for you 
and in God’s time you will discern who that 
is.  Too often, it seems to me, we think we 
control this entire enterprise, but we don’t.  
Yes, we have tasks to work through but 
God is the One in control.  And God will 
not leave you desolate. 

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
     and do not rely on your own insight.  
   In all your ways acknowledge him, 
     and he will make straight your paths.
 Proverbs 3.5-6 

 
One more month to get ready to go back to 
school!  Yes, already!  The big box stores 
have the school supplies out and if you 
watch the ads closely you can get 
everything you need over three or four 
weeks at bargain prices.  Here at St. Paul 
we’re collecting school supplies and 
backpacks for kids in need at three 
locations in our area.  See the display and 
collection area in the narthex.  Carol Moyer 
is the coordinator for this ministry.  And 
thank you very much for your generosity. 
 
God bless you and your activities this 
summer. 
 

Pastor Elaine 
 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 
Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
You may call any time for emergencies. 
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The Last Word 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subscribe to Three Sides podcast 
Three Sides is a monthly podcast featuring stories from the ELCA. As a church 
that believes God is calling us into the world – together, Three Sides will share 
diverse voices from across this church. Typically, it’s said there are two sides to 
every story. But often a middle or third side of the story is revealed, providing 
another perspective to consider. Listen now at LivingLutheran.org/podcast. 

 

Living Lutheran study guides available 
Every month there are two study guides posted on LivingLutheran.org that ac-
company stories in the print issue. The study guides are designed to spark 
group discussion about topics that relate to articles in the magazine. You can 
find and download the free study guides from LivingLutheran.org under the 
“Spiritual practices and resources” tab. 
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