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Dear Members and 

Friends, 

 

Summer has (un)officially begun!  Most of 
us think about summer starting Memorial 
Day weekend and many folks take the long 
weekend to go to the shore or the 
mountains or have a big picnic at home 
with family and friends.  I pray your 
holiday was good. 
 
So, now that it’s summer, some activities at 
church are slowing down or are finished 
until after Labor Day.  Many of you will be 
taking vacation in the next few months.  
But, as you well know, the church does not 
close its doors in June, July, and August.  
We still worship every weekend – all three 
services!  And that means we have to light 
and cool our space.  Please remember to 
send in your offering if you will be away.  
Thank you. 
 
Speaking of offerings and stewardship I 
invite you to think about God’s grace and 
the many assets St. Paul’s has.  “An asset-
based approach to stewardship and ministry 
counteracts the acid (a way of thinking 
that’s full of complaints and over-
neediness) that might sometimes undermine 
your life or your congregation’s vitality.  
Asset-based possibilities push aside any 
preoccupation with problems.  Its joys help 
dispel worry and fear.  This way of 
thinking and behaving helps God’s people 
move past problems toward real 
opportunities.” (The Great Permission – An Asset Based 

Field Guide for Congregations, Bob Sitze, 2002 ELCA)   

 

Focus on the blessings and assets you have 
for ministry.  Here are just a few: St. Paul’s 
is debt-free and for the first four months of 
2019 offerings have exceeded planned 
expenses.  There are some unexpected 
concerns and unplanned opportunities that 
have arisen and the good news is that there 
are some special funds to get started.  As 
you work on these opportunities ask the 
questions, “What serves the Gospel?”  And 
“What serves our mission?” 
 
More good news!  We have received new 
members in the past year, and I will be 
offering a New Member Class later this 
month and into early July.  See the article 
elsewhere in this Chimes for all the 
information.  If you know of someone 
looking for a church home please invite 
them to St. Paul’s – we have a lot to offer! 
 
What’s happening with the transition 
process? 
We are moving forward.  Really!  The TT 
has been working on the Ministry Site 
Profile and had planned to have the first 
(very) rough draft to council in May.  
However, there were technical difficulties 
and that was not possible.  Please 
remember that your fellow members 
serving on this team are all volunteers with 
work and family responsibilities as well.  
And then, sometimes, health concerns 
come up.  Remember what I said on my 
first Sunday with you – that this process 
would take eighteen to twenty-four months, 
we would be deliberate, because there were 
some significant issues to work through.  
I’ve been here just over a year.  Yes, some 
important tasks have been accomplished 
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morning Sundays, at 8:00 am he is at St. 
Paul’s for sound check and rehearsal. We 
keep a steady flow of coffee going back to 
the drum set. I’m thinking of asking for a 
tube to be run from the kitchen in next year’s 
budget. In the meantime, John is at rehearsal 
every Tuesday. We literally can’t practice 
without him, and he has been coaching 
James Ryan on the Cajon for the Praise 
Band. There are many pieces to the music 
puzzle at St. Paul’s, and I’m glad John 
dedicates his time and talent to this ministry.  
 
Vocalist and music director Krissy Soltesz 
leads the children’s choirs and songs for 
Sunday School, as well as sings in Chorale, 
directs the Praise Band and sings in Same 
Spirit. I could stop there, and I’m sure you 
would agree that she is an integral part of our 
ministry. Over the past two years Krissy has 
experienced a lot of personal family 
problems, the likes of which might have 
caused many people to doubt their faith, or 
make it hard to keep a regular schedule. 
Even so, she only misses Sunday mornings 
when she attends horse riding competitions 
with her daughter, Kate, which are chosen 
around her church schedule. Every other 
Sunday is spent leading worship at 9:00 am, 
with Same Spirit or Praise Band. Krissy will 
tell you that being a part of the music groups 
is her therapy and saving grace, but everyone 
at St. Paul’s is blessed by her ministry, 
especially me. 
 
My friend and vocalist, Melissa Headrick, 
struggles with health issues stemming from a 
childhood illness. She’s usually fine, but 
there are always several weeks out of the 
year when she really isn’t that well and needs 
to be under a doctor’s care. Still you 
wouldn’t know it, because she is almost 
always at church, rehearsing Tuesday nights 

and singing Sunday mornings. Melissa is my 
go to person if I need someone to help with a 
choir or sing a solo, she never lets me down. 
Melissa usually learns a new song before 
anyone else in the band and is always ready 
to sing any song I ask her to. What else can I 
say; she is a blessing to me. 
 
Bass player Andy Opperman is 
unquestionably, in my mind, the most 
dedicated member of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. I see him at every event. He accepts 
and makes almost every invitation he is 
given. Andy is dedication personified. We 
are blessed to have him in our band for his 
musicianship and for his kindness.  
 
We are told that the church is the body of 
Christ. There are so many amazing 
committees and ministries working together 
to keep our church a vibrant part of the 
Hainesport community. Over the past year, I 
have been blessed to get to know and work 
with people more than ever before. As for 
our church body, one might say that Council 
is the brain, Pastor is the mind, the Property 
Committee is the hands and Social Ministry 
is our heart, Children’s Ministry is the 
core…well, you get the idea. There are many 
more committees and comparisons we could 
make. I’m thinking that Music Ministry is 
the voice of St. Paul’s. It’s just music, and 
just words being sung, but it’s music made 
with love, and words from the gospel, and 
words that praise God. We ask people to 
share their time and talents, and that’s across 
every ministry. I think it’s important to 
remember that all of us have different gifts to 
share, and we all need to keep our focus on 
Christ.  What’s behind our ministries are 
countless stories of people who have passion, 
faith and dedication for sharing their love for 
Jesus. That’s us, that’s our church. 
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Music Matters  

by Denisemarie Ramos  

Summertime is upon us, and 
as of June 21, it will be 
official; our music groups will 

go on hiatus until the fall. Last summer we 
had soloists almost every weekend, and I’m 
looking forward to having special music 
again this year. 
 
Sometimes I hear people doubt the reasons 
why church musicians serve. Maybe at some 
churches, it’s a little bit more of a 
“glamourous” calling, but we all know that at 
St. Paul’s, we have no choice but to be 
humble. Plus, of course, we are in church, 
playing sacred music, singing sacred words. 
People are kind to praise us, but our groups 
don’t sound professional. If you went to a 
college choir concert, or bought tickets to a 
touring band, you would hear the difference 
between them and what we do at church. 
None of us are under any illusions. Still, 
whether the church is full or empty, if it’s a 
church service or a rehearsal, the reason for 
our ministry is the same. We are simply 
offering music to our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  
 
I could probably tell you a hundred stories 
about the dedication of the people in the 
music ministry, but I’m going to focus on the 
one group that won’t be taking a break this 
summer. The Same Spirit Band will continue 
to lead worship every week at our 9:00 am 
service in July and August. I can’t help 
bragging about what a faithful and dedicated 
crew they are. 
 
I think we all know what kind of tough 
schedule High School students endure. 
Vocalist Ericka Soles rarely misses church 

on Sunday mornings. My favorite story about 
Ericka this past year is this: she performed in 
RV’s musical “Chicago.” She was amazing 
by the way, for those of you who missed it. 
One week, she texted me, asking if it was ok 
to miss Sunday because of her show 
schedule. I told her it would be ok, but I 
would have to change one of the songs, 
because I didn’t think it would go well 
without her. The problem was it was the 
sermon song, and just the most perfect fit for 
that Sunday. Ericka said, “No problem, I will 
be there!” I told her not to worry, that we 
would work it out, but she insisted. As a teen 
with a long day and homework, Tuesday 
night rehearsals can be tough. I can assure 
you for those of you who don’t know, band 
rehearsals are not glamourous or self-
indulgent, but Ericka consistently makes 
them as well as Sunday mornings, and I 
know everyone at the 9:00 am service is 
appreciative. 
 
Guitarist Pat Jambor, like everyone, is busy 
with work, and being a husband and father. 
Most weeks Pat travels for business. 
Sometimes he goes to Dallas or the west 
coast, but sometimes he goes to places like 
the Middle East. Sometimes he even leaves 
on Sunday afternoon, but on Sunday 
mornings, Pat faithfully serves St. Paul’s 
with his music. Pat is always easy going and 
always thinks of others before himself. I 
don’t know about you, but I get a little 
grumpy when I have to drive to Cherry Hill, 
so considering his travel schedule, I am 
always thankful to see Pat on Sunday 
mornings. 
 
Our Drummer John Moceri misses Sunday 
mornings when he is out of state. That’s 
pretty much the only time. Even though John 
often plays in a band until early in the 
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and others started.  The Council and 
various Ministry Teams are updating 
policies and procedures.  The Faith 
Formation Team has sorted, cleaned out or 
discarded, organized, and stored every last 
item from the Education Wing.  Those 
rooms will be ready for use again this fall.  
The Music Room has been painted and 
organized.  Years of music that was just 
tossed somewhere is being filed.  Safety 
concerns are being addressed.  Office files 
are being cleaned out.  And much, much 
more. 
 
I have heard that there are rumors going 
around that I’m trying to stay until I retire.  
That is NOT true.  I don’t want to retire for 
several years yet.  God will have another 
place for me to serve.  So please stop 
repeating that stuff.  Come to me with your 
questions.  I’ve also heard that some folks 
continue to say you’re not going to get a 
good pastor because there are 
congregations nearby that are also in 
transition.  That is NOT true.  The “good” 
pastor for St. Matthew or Lord of Life is 
not the good pastor for St. Paul’s.  You are 
different congregations and the gifts and 
skills you need in your next long-term 
pastor are different from theirs.  Pushing to 
get someone in here will not serve you in 
the long run.  I trust that our bishop will be 
diligent in identifying an appropriate 
candidate(s) for St. Paul’s.  You want the 
right pastor for St. Paul’s, not just one who 
wants a new call as fast as possible.  
Remember, it’s about God’s mission – not 
just filling a slot.  So again, thank you to 
each and every one of you for your prayers 
and participation in the ministry of St. 
Paul’s. 

 
Worship matters – it’s important for all of 
us to hear the Word and be fed at God’s 
table – and I look forward to seeing you on 
Saturday evening or Sunday morning.  On 
2 June at 9:00 am worship, we will honor 
and thank all the Faith Formation 
(Education) teachers and assistants.  Please 
join us.  Also on 2 June at 11:00 am 
worship, we will recognize Pastor John 
Johnson’s 62 years of ordained ministry in 
the ELCA.  On 9 June at 11:00 am 
Pentecost worship eight young people will 
affirm their Baptism.  Come and see the 
young people who led worship a few 
weeks ago promise to continue to 
participate in the life of the church.  Come 
and praise God and give thanks for the 
blessings we have in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
God’s peace be with you.   
 
Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Elaine  
 

 

 

 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 

Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 

 

You may call any time for emergencies. 
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Worship Words 
 
Paschal Candle 
 
     A large white candle carried in 
procession at the Vigil of Easter and 
lighted for each liturgy of the Easter 
season, as well as for Baptisms and 
funerals. 
     In the early Church, it was common 
practice to light candles at the 
beginning of evening prayer, a practice 
inherited from Judaism. This practice 
quickly led to the lighting of a special 
candle, celebrating Christ’s 
Resurrection, at the Easter Vigil. By 
the eighth century there had 
developed the practice of incising the 
numerals of the current year on the 
candle, so that the year can be 
understood in the context of salvation 
history. Some of the paschal candles 
weighed up to 300 pounds, though the 
usual weight was 10 to 20 pounds. 
Some paschal candle stands 
themselves were ten feet tall. 
     Guidelines: Paschal candles are 
always white. Prior to the Vigil of 
Easter, the candle may be incised with 
a cross, the Greek letters Alpha and 
Omega, an the four numerals of the 
current year. A traditional formula for 
this blessing of the candle is “Christ 
yesterday and today (cross), the 
beginning and the end (Alpha and 
Omega); all things belong to him (first 
numeral), and all ages (second 
numeral); to him be glory and power  
 

(third numeral); through all the ages 
of eternity (four numeral). Amen.” 
     A new paschal candle is needed 
each year, since the numbers of the 
year change. 
     The paschal candle is lighted from 
a new fire at rubric 4 in the liturgy for 
the Vigil of Easter, then it is carried in 
procession into the darkened worship 
space. It is placed in its stand, 
centrally in the chancel or next to the 
lectern from which the Easter 
proclamation (Exsultet) will be sung by 
its light. At rubric 11, tapers are 
lighted from the paschal candle in 
order to light other candles and lamps 
in the worship space as Exsultet 
continues. 
     The paschal candle is lighted  for 
each liturgy, during the fifty days of 
Easter. On the fiftieth day, the Day 
of Pentecost, the candle is 
extinguished by an acolyte as the 
reading of the Holy Gospel continues. 
     At times other than Easter season, 
the paschal candle is kept in its stand 
near the baptismal font as a visual 
reminder of the connection between 
Baptism and Easter. It is lighted for 
each celebration of Baptism. 
     For funerals held in the church, the 
lighted paschal candle is carried in 
procession ahead of the coffin. It is 
placed in its stand at the head of the 
coffin. 
     The paschal candle is not used for 
Evening Prayer; for that service, a tall 
undecorated white candle (known as 
the lucernarium candle) is used. 
 

From Worship Words, R. Van Loon &       
S. A. Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 
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Wrapped  

in Love 

June 15 & 16 

Retirement Gift 

for  

Pastor Scott 
 

Thanks to your 

donations, we collected 

$400 for Pastor Scott Schantzenbach’s 

retirement gift.  We added another $200 

from the Acme/ShopRite gift card account 

to send a total of $600 to the Synod Office 

for Pastor Scott’s gift. 

 

Thank you,  

Lois Uetz 

 

 

 

 

 

Diner Dash 

 

On Saturday, July 6, following the  

5:00 pm service, we will be  

having dinner at the Diamond Diner on 

Route 38 in Hainesport.  

Joan & Joy Lynch will be taking 

reservations before the service. 

It will be an open menu with individual 

checks. All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating all High School Graduates 

 

Each high school graduate receives a quilt 

handmade by our Needle & Thread Group. 

If you or your child will be a High School 

Graduate this year and would like to 

participate in this Faith Milestone, please 

contact the church office by June 5. 

 

For this Milestone, we need a picture for 

the bulletin board! You can email pictures 

to stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop 

one off at the office. 

 

 

Heritage Room Library 
 

We wanted to let you know of 

the following books that have 

been added to the library in the 

Heritage Room.  They are 

available to borrow at any time. 

 

Good Grief - Granger E. 

Westberg 

The Good Grief Devotional - 

Brent D. Christianson 

The Good Grief Journal - Jill 

Alexander Essbaum 

The Church Mouse - Christopher W. Perry 
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Social Ministry 

 

Baby Bottle Collection 

This year, we are again helping out 

Crossroads Capable Adolescent Mothers 

(CAM) program.  We are handing out 

plastic baby bottles for you to take home 

and return filled with your spare change. 

The collection began on Mother’s Day and 

runs through Father’s Day. The baby 

bottles are in the bassinet display in the 

narthex.   

Thank you to Joan 

Dunlevy for 

spearheading this 

effort! 

 

Cow Contest:   

And the Winner Is….. 

 

“Moo-Ses” 
Submitted by Krissy Soltesz 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sunday School Kids picked this 

out of countless entries! 

 

Crossroads CAM Baby Shower 
 
A big thank you to everyone who came out 

for the Baby Shower luncheon to benefit 

the Crossroads Capable Adolescent 

Mothers program! 

 

Michelle Wright, the director of the 

program, joined us to talk about CAM and 

answer any questions we might have.  

Thanks to your generous giving, she left 

with her car filled with baby items for the 

young women and babies who are part of 

the program. 

 

Thank you to Claudia O’Malley for 

running around to do all the shopping, 

Grace Ezze for set up and prep, for 

everyone who made the salads and deviled 

eggs, and for Karen Platt and Trish 

Colbridge, who took care of the dreaded 

clean up!  Thank you to the men in 

attendance, Erick Soles and Al Sloan, for 

putting away the tables and chairs.  Real 

men go to baby showers! Thank you to 

Barb Sloan for getting things started with 

the Thrivent Action Team seed money. 

 

Thank you for a job well done everyone! 
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Appreciation - such a small thing, with 

such a big impact.  This space is usually 

reserved for our unsung heroes.  Those 

who do for the church all the time, quietly 

and often unnoticed.   

This month, we are appreciating, but we 

are also asking for your help. 

As you know, we have both a cemetery 

and a Memorial Garden. 

For many years, Joan Thompson has taken 

care of everything to do with the cemetery 

- she marks graves for funerals, contacts 

the cemetery services to have the graves 

opened, collects the payments and takes 

the certificate to the township and updates 

our records here at the church. 

Louise Hikade has taken over the 

Memorial Garden in the past few years.  

Louise, with Doug’s help in some areas, 

also makes sure the area is prepared for the 

service, orders the memorial plaque, and 

places it on the wall of the garden and 

updates the church records. 

And this is where we are asking for help.  

Funerals happen when they happen, and 

sometimes they happen during vacations, 

illnesses, and other times where these 

ladies just might not be available.  We are 

looking for a couple of volunteers to work 

with Joan and Louise, learn what they do, 

and be able to be their “back up” if they are 

not around for a funeral. 

On another front, for years, Evelyn 

Carmichael has been faithfully manning 

the office during vacations and other time 

off.  More recently, Joy and Joan Lynch 

have also taken the time to fill in.  As these 

volunteers also have schedules of their own 

to keep, we’d like to have a few more 

people to call when backup is needed.  

We’re looking for people who would 

answer the phones, take messages, greet 

visitors and assist with basic office tasks. 

If you think any of these ministries are a fit 

for you, please contact Rosanne by calling 

the office at (609) 267-0740 or emailing 

stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org. 

Thank you to Joan, Louise, Evelyn, Joy, 

Joan and all of our volunteers - past, 

present and future! 

We appreciate you! 
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Bosnia Mini-Peace Camp 
 
“We’re building bridges, across the ocean. Bridges, for everyone. Bridges, working to-
gether. Building bridges of love.” 
  
“Mi gradimo mostove, preko oke-ana. Mostove, za svakoga. Mostove, radimo zajedno. 
Gradimo mosove ljubavi.” 
  
Two dozen members of St. Paul’s learned to sing in Bosnian last month as part of the 
2019 sample Friendship Camp. Travel team members (and helpers) also acted out Dr. 
Seuss’ The Sneetches, followed by a discussion that helps people think about the chal-
lenges and compromises needed to live in communities where not everyone gets along. 
Camp also included playing cooperative games and decorating tote bags to give children 
and teachers in Bosnia.  
  
The trip is June 22-July 3. Please pray with us at noon each day (NJ time) and look for 
photos and updates on our BosniaIST Facebook page. This year’s travelers from St. 
Paul’s are Hanna Reed, Jason Reed, Emily Izzo, Carrie Izzo, Don Henry and Cindy 
Henry. 
  
Thank you for all the financial donations, gift-making, and prayer. We couldn’t do this 

without the “home” team. 
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Sunday School ~ We Share God’s Love 

Thank You to Team Sunday School! 
 

Marisa Bozarth 

Trish Colbridge 

Steve Louie 

Laurie Maccri 

Jenn McLaren 

Nana (Sandy) Sambucci 

Krissy Soltesz 

Robin Sperry 

 

Thank you for barking with us all year! 

Our Sunday School Time was simply bark-worthy! 

We praised God! 

We experienced Jesus! 

We cherished the Holy Spirit! 

 

 

Wishing you Bark Dog kind of summer! 

 
Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, 856-912-2408 

*BARK DOG is an original creation for St Paul’s Sunday School.  It may not be used except in conjunction with St. Paul’s SS.  
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Dear St. Paul’s Friends, 
  
Thanks so much for all of the prayers, 
cards, calls and support during my recent 
health challenges! It has been a slow 
process regaining strength, but all of the 
love sent my way (and Louise’s too) has 
helped us get through and continue in the 
healing process. We’ve often said we don’t 
know what we’d do without the support of 
our faith family.  
  
With gratitude and love, Doug Hikade 
 

 

 
June Card Shower 

 

Sometime during the month of May 
send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 
 

Dave Pagenkopf 
830 Deacon Road 

Hainesport, NJ 08036 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Member 

Class 

 

Do you enjoy the 

fellowship of St. 

Paul’s? Would you like 

to know more about 

Christian faith and become an active 

member? 

 

There will be a new member class 

beginning in June.  The class schedule is 

Sunday, June 23, June 30, and July 7 at 

10:00 am.  There will be a new member 

reception on July 21 at 10:00 am. 

 

If you’re interested in joining the class, 

please contact the office at (609) 267-0740 

or stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 
 

Mackenzie Alexander earned her Master of 

Arts in Public Leadership, with honors, 

from the United Lutheran Seminary. 

 

Kurt Houwen earned his Masters in 

Divinity from Drew Theological Seminary.   

 

We congratulate them 

for their 

accomplishments! 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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Pastoral Acts for May 
 

Baptisms:  None 

Funerals:  None 

Memorial Services:  Jim Layman 

Weddings:  None 

Youth News  

 
By Sandy Sambucci 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
has supported the youth over 
the past month. It means so 

much to us!  Your donations for the Yard 
Sale were very much appreciated. We 
raised $1076.50 to help defray the cost of 
Confirmation Camp this summer.  Many 
thanks to Marisa Bozarth, Trish Colbridge 
and their team for organizing and running 
this event. The Book and Bake Sale raised 
$235 and $495 respectively.  Thanks to 
everyone who sorted and baked! The books 
will be available for sale through the first 
weekend in June. The Flower Sale raised 
$730. These monies will be used toward 
the Youth Gathering in Minnesota. 

Confirmation Camp will be the 
third week in July.  A big thanks to Trish 
Colbridge for volunteering to chaperone! 

Eight confirmands will affirm their 
baptism on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, at 
the 11:00 service.  They include Ella 
Dispenza, Marissa Dolge, Emma Hoppe, 
Rob McLaren, Brooke Mohan, Kayla 
Reed, Theo Rumberger and Kevin 
Turkheimer.  A breakfast reception will be 
held in their honor prior to the service. 
Many thanks to Bev Graziolli and Jason 
Reed for all their hard work and dedication 
to these youth. 

Although regular Youth Group 
meetings have concluded for this school 
year, plans are underway for a couple of 
events over the summer months like a 
cookout and pool party.  Watch for details 
next month! 
 

God's Garden 
Ministry Team 

 

 

Gardening anyone?  Whether you’re new 

to gardening or an expert, we could use 

your help.  Would you be interested in 

helping to grow a garden, and therefore, 

provide fresh fruits/vegetables to some of 

our local food pantries?  The members of 

our team will plant seeds, help with the 

maintenance, watering and harvesting of 

the garden.   

 

We will do this right here at St. Paul's!  If 

you think you may be interested please 

contact Kathy Louie at (609) 784-8338 

ASAP.   

 

Let's Get Gardening!! 
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 7.  Mental Health Services - Make 

counseling, therapy, support groups, 

intakes, and interventions available to 

citizens in need. Services may help in 

cases of anxiety, grief, depression, grief, 

and loneliness. 

8.  Care Managers - Professionals who 

coordinate the care of their clients.  

Continually assess client needs and arrange 

care and housing.  Their expertise may be 

particularly  helpful during rushed crisis 

planning such as nursing placements from 

the hospital. 

9.  Respite Care - Care on a short term 

basis.  Usually offered for the purpose of 

relieving caretakers of their responsibilities 

for a brief period from a few hours to a 

few days. 

10.  Hospice Services - Care for the 

terminally ill in the comfort of their own 

homes. Hospice care includes grief 

counseling, pain management, and home 

health services. 

11. Transportation Services - Drive seniors 

to various appointments upon request. 

Many vehicles are equipped to manage 

wheelchairs and other special needs. 

12.  Emergency Response - Offers 

emergency support or general reassurance 

for seniors.  Call buttons summon help 

from family, friends or emergency 

response teams. 

 

13. Reassurance Phone Service - When a 

senior citizen living alone needs a daily 

call to check on his or her well being. 

 

TIP OF THE MONTH - Future Senior  

Snippets will provide you with specific 

contact information for all of the above 

and more. 

 * Cadbury At Home, “A Lifetime Plan For A Life 

At Home”, www.cadburyathome.org 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
June Food Collection 

 

Suggestions for this month: single serve, 
easy-open microwave meals, granola bars, 
protein bars, dried fruits, fruit cups. As 
always, all items welcome!   

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 
needed. 

Please place the items on the cart in the 
narthex.  
 
Thank you! 
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LIVING AT HOME* 

 

For those of us who want 

to live in our own homes 

for the ‘rest of our lives’ 

or as long as feasible, care at home can 

make this possible. Aging can present 

many challenges. 

We each must understand and accept the 

fact that only two things in our life do not 

change.  

First, Jesus is at our side  through all the 

ups and downs of our daily living, offering 

his love, guidance, and grace.  The second 

is that changes will continue every moment 

we live. 

This sounds simple, but your future 

happiness  depends upon looking ahead in 

gathering information about how family, 

friends and local organizations will be a 

able to provide services you may be 

needing.  Some are free, some have 

requirements, and some are fee-for-service.  

Making choices before they are needed is 

the key to avoiding fear of change, last 

minute forced options, and the unknown.  

They include: 

1.  Care Companions - Provide non-

medical assistance for seniors and as an 

informal check-in person.  They can 

provide the same kind of outside support 

that a family member or friend might offer 

if they were present.  They could also 

prepare a meal, do light housekeeping, 

laundry or run errands. 

2.  Senior Centers - Are a great source of  

information about home and community 

based services. They also offer recreational 

activities, a community meeting place and 

a variety of programs and health services. 

3.  Help Services - Supply help for tasks 

such as landscaping, home maintenance,  

housekeeping, and grocery shopping & 

delivery. 

4.  Meal Services - Bring hot meals to 

seniors in their homes (Meals on Wheels).  

They cater to special dietary restrictions.  

Many restaurants offer delivery service as 

does Uber. 

5. Adult Day Care - Programs typically run 

on weekdays during business hours  and 

offer participants a stimulating 

environment in which they can socialize 

with other seniors and participate in 

activities.  Transportation to and from adult 

day care centers is often provided by vans 

or mini buses.  Meals and health services 

are usually offered. 

6. Home Health Services - Offer health 

clients health services such as wound 

care services, medication dispensing, 

IV therapy, and assistance with 

personal hygiene care and  transferring 

patients from wheelchair to bed. 
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St. Paul’s will soon receive free 
consultation for archival storage and 
preservation of St. Paul’s historical 
papers. This is a service funded by the 
Department of State, New Jersey 
Historical Commission. The committee is 
excited about this opportunity to learn 
how best to preserve the church’s 
documents and what policies and 
procedures will best serve the church now 
and in the future. 
 
The Legacy Committee is willing to 
accept Chimes, church bulletins, council 
minutes etc. from the past. If, in your 
cleaning out, you come upon the above 
and you wish to donate the items, please 
place the items in the Legacy workroom 
sign holder. The Legacy workroom is 
located near the business office. If your 
donated items are too large for the sign 
holder, please place them in the office 
and label ‘for the Legacy Committee’.  
We thank you for your donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clean-Up Day - Thank You!! 
 
A great, big thank you to everyone who 
came out and helped with Property 
Spring Clean-Up day!  
We were able to finish 
up all of the items on 
the list, as well as a few 
extras.   
 
The swale project is 
finally complete! 
Hooray! 
 
Special thanks to Kenny 
Hoppe for bringing a crew of ROTC 
cadets to help with the clean-up!  Many 
hands make light work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Team Changes 

 
Don Potts has recently taken over as 
head of the Property Team.  Thank you, 
Don, for taking on this role.  Thank to 
Bob Harrison for his years of leadership 
on the team. 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

1:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

5:00 PM  Worship 

7:00 PM  NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

8:00 PM  NA (MR) 

 

2 

  9:00 AM Worship 
 10:00 AM Youth & Family 
 11:00 AM Worship 
 12:15 PM Legacy Comm. Mtg. 
                                      (HR) 
  1:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

3 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

4 

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S) 

5 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
  

6 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
 

7 

6:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

 

 

8  9:00 AM CPR/AED (PH) 

10:00 AM Chong/Dooling Wedding 

1:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

5:00 PM  Worship 

7:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

9 

   9:00 AM Worship 

 11:00 AM Worship 
  1:00 PM NJ School of Music 
               Recital (S) 

 

Confirmation Sunday 

 

10 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

11 

10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Property Team (CR) 
7:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

12 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Haven Married  
    Couples Group (PH) 

13 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 
6:30 PM Bell Choir (S) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
 

14 

6:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

 

 

  Chimes Articles Due 

15 

1:00 PM NJ School of Music 
               Recital (S) 
5:00 PM  Worship 
7:00 PM  NJ School of Music 
               Recital (S) 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

 

16 

   9:00 AM Worship 
  11:00 AM Worship 

   6:30 PM Sr Hi Youth Group 

                 (SH) 

 
Wrapped  in Love 
Praise Band 

17 

   

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

18 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit 
7:30 PM Council Meeting (CR) 

19 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

20 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 

21 

 

22 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

23 

   9:00 AM Worship 
  10:00 AM New Member Class 
  11:00 AM Worship 
 

30 

  9:00 AM Worship 
 10:00 AM New Member Class 
 11:00 AM Worship 

24 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

25 

10:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit (S) 

26 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

27 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
 

28 

9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 

(CR) 

 

29 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

Church Bldg 
H - Heritage Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
CR- Conference 
Room 
Study House (SH) 

C - Conference 
Room 
G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 
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They cater to special dietary restrictions.  

Many restaurants offer delivery service as 
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5. Adult Day Care - Programs typically run 

on weekdays during business hours  and 

offer participants a stimulating 

environment in which they can socialize 

with other seniors and participate in 

activities.  Transportation to and from adult 

day care centers is often provided by vans 

or mini buses.  Meals and health services 

are usually offered. 

6. Home Health Services - Offer health 

clients health services such as wound 

care services, medication dispensing, 

IV therapy, and assistance with 

personal hygiene care and  transferring 

patients from wheelchair to bed. 
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St. Paul’s will soon receive free 
consultation for archival storage and 
preservation of St. Paul’s historical 
papers. This is a service funded by the 
Department of State, New Jersey 
Historical Commission. The committee is 
excited about this opportunity to learn 
how best to preserve the church’s 
documents and what policies and 
procedures will best serve the church now 
and in the future. 
 
The Legacy Committee is willing to 
accept Chimes, church bulletins, council 
minutes etc. from the past. If, in your 
cleaning out, you come upon the above 
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place the items in the Legacy workroom 
sign holder. The Legacy workroom is 
located near the business office. If your 
donated items are too large for the sign 
holder, please place them in the office 
and label ‘for the Legacy Committee’.  
We thank you for your donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clean-Up Day - Thank You!! 
 
A great, big thank you to everyone who 
came out and helped with Property 
Spring Clean-Up day!  
We were able to finish 
up all of the items on 
the list, as well as a few 
extras.   
 
The swale project is 
finally complete! 
Hooray! 
 
Special thanks to Kenny 
Hoppe for bringing a crew of ROTC 
cadets to help with the clean-up!  Many 
hands make light work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Team Changes 

 
Don Potts has recently taken over as 
head of the Property Team.  Thank you, 
Don, for taking on this role.  Thank to 
Bob Harrison for his years of leadership 
on the team. 
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Pastoral Acts for May 
 

Baptisms:  None 

Funerals:  None 

Memorial Services:  Jim Layman 

Weddings:  None 

Youth News  

 
By Sandy Sambucci 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
has supported the youth over 
the past month. It means so 

much to us!  Your donations for the Yard 
Sale were very much appreciated. We 
raised $1076.50 to help defray the cost of 
Confirmation Camp this summer.  Many 
thanks to Marisa Bozarth, Trish Colbridge 
and their team for organizing and running 
this event. The Book and Bake Sale raised 
$235 and $495 respectively.  Thanks to 
everyone who sorted and baked! The books 
will be available for sale through the first 
weekend in June. The Flower Sale raised 
$730. These monies will be used toward 
the Youth Gathering in Minnesota. 

Confirmation Camp will be the 
third week in July.  A big thanks to Trish 
Colbridge for volunteering to chaperone! 

Eight confirmands will affirm their 
baptism on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, at 
the 11:00 service.  They include Ella 
Dispenza, Marissa Dolge, Emma Hoppe, 
Rob McLaren, Brooke Mohan, Kayla 
Reed, Theo Rumberger and Kevin 
Turkheimer.  A breakfast reception will be 
held in their honor prior to the service. 
Many thanks to Bev Graziolli and Jason 
Reed for all their hard work and dedication 
to these youth. 

Although regular Youth Group 
meetings have concluded for this school 
year, plans are underway for a couple of 
events over the summer months like a 
cookout and pool party.  Watch for details 
next month! 
 

God's Garden 
Ministry Team 

 

 

Gardening anyone?  Whether you’re new 

to gardening or an expert, we could use 

your help.  Would you be interested in 

helping to grow a garden, and therefore, 

provide fresh fruits/vegetables to some of 

our local food pantries?  The members of 

our team will plant seeds, help with the 

maintenance, watering and harvesting of 

the garden.   

 

We will do this right here at St. Paul's!  If 

you think you may be interested please 

contact Kathy Louie at (609) 784-8338 

ASAP.   

 

Let's Get Gardening!! 
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 7.  Mental Health Services - Make 

counseling, therapy, support groups, 

intakes, and interventions available to 

citizens in need. Services may help in 

cases of anxiety, grief, depression, grief, 

and loneliness. 

8.  Care Managers - Professionals who 

coordinate the care of their clients.  

Continually assess client needs and arrange 

care and housing.  Their expertise may be 

particularly  helpful during rushed crisis 

planning such as nursing placements from 

the hospital. 

9.  Respite Care - Care on a short term 

basis.  Usually offered for the purpose of 

relieving caretakers of their responsibilities 

for a brief period from a few hours to a 

few days. 

10.  Hospice Services - Care for the 

terminally ill in the comfort of their own 

homes. Hospice care includes grief 

counseling, pain management, and home 

health services. 

11. Transportation Services - Drive seniors 

to various appointments upon request. 

Many vehicles are equipped to manage 

wheelchairs and other special needs. 

12.  Emergency Response - Offers 

emergency support or general reassurance 

for seniors.  Call buttons summon help 

from family, friends or emergency 

response teams. 

 

13. Reassurance Phone Service - When a 

senior citizen living alone needs a daily 

call to check on his or her well being. 

 

TIP OF THE MONTH - Future Senior  

Snippets will provide you with specific 

contact information for all of the above 

and more. 

 * Cadbury At Home, “A Lifetime Plan For A Life 

At Home”, www.cadburyathome.org 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
June Food Collection 

 

Suggestions for this month: single serve, 
easy-open microwave meals, granola bars, 
protein bars, dried fruits, fruit cups. As 
always, all items welcome!   

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 
needed. 

Please place the items on the cart in the 
narthex.  
 
Thank you! 
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Sunday School ~ We Share God’s Love 

Thank You to Team Sunday School! 
 

Marisa Bozarth 

Trish Colbridge 

Steve Louie 

Laurie Maccri 

Jenn McLaren 

Nana (Sandy) Sambucci 

Krissy Soltesz 

Robin Sperry 

 

Thank you for barking with us all year! 

Our Sunday School Time was simply bark-worthy! 

We praised God! 

We experienced Jesus! 

We cherished the Holy Spirit! 

 

 

Wishing you Bark Dog kind of summer! 

 
Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, 856-912-2408 

*BARK DOG is an original creation for St Paul’s Sunday School.  It may not be used except in conjunction with St. Paul’s SS.  
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Dear St. Paul’s Friends, 
  
Thanks so much for all of the prayers, 
cards, calls and support during my recent 
health challenges! It has been a slow 
process regaining strength, but all of the 
love sent my way (and Louise’s too) has 
helped us get through and continue in the 
healing process. We’ve often said we don’t 
know what we’d do without the support of 
our faith family.  
  
With gratitude and love, Doug Hikade 
 

 

 
June Card Shower 

 

Sometime during the month of May 
send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 
 

Dave Pagenkopf 
830 Deacon Road 

Hainesport, NJ 08036 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Member 

Class 

 

Do you enjoy the 

fellowship of St. 

Paul’s? Would you like 

to know more about 

Christian faith and become an active 

member? 

 

There will be a new member class 

beginning in June.  The class schedule is 

Sunday, June 23, June 30, and July 7 at 

10:00 am.  There will be a new member 

reception on July 21 at 10:00 am. 

 

If you’re interested in joining the class, 

please contact the office at (609) 267-0740 

or stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 
 

Mackenzie Alexander earned her Master of 

Arts in Public Leadership, with honors, 

from the United Lutheran Seminary. 

 

Kurt Houwen earned his Masters in 

Divinity from Drew Theological Seminary.   

 

We congratulate them 

for their 

accomplishments! 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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Appreciation - such a small thing, with 

such a big impact.  This space is usually 

reserved for our unsung heroes.  Those 

who do for the church all the time, quietly 

and often unnoticed.   

This month, we are appreciating, but we 

are also asking for your help. 

As you know, we have both a cemetery 

and a Memorial Garden. 

For many years, Joan Thompson has taken 

care of everything to do with the cemetery 

- she marks graves for funerals, contacts 

the cemetery services to have the graves 

opened, collects the payments and takes 

the certificate to the township and updates 

our records here at the church. 

Louise Hikade has taken over the 

Memorial Garden in the past few years.  

Louise, with Doug’s help in some areas, 

also makes sure the area is prepared for the 

service, orders the memorial plaque, and 

places it on the wall of the garden and 

updates the church records. 

And this is where we are asking for help.  

Funerals happen when they happen, and 

sometimes they happen during vacations, 

illnesses, and other times where these 

ladies just might not be available.  We are 

looking for a couple of volunteers to work 

with Joan and Louise, learn what they do, 

and be able to be their “back up” if they are 

not around for a funeral. 

On another front, for years, Evelyn 

Carmichael has been faithfully manning 

the office during vacations and other time 

off.  More recently, Joy and Joan Lynch 

have also taken the time to fill in.  As these 

volunteers also have schedules of their own 

to keep, we’d like to have a few more 

people to call when backup is needed.  

We’re looking for people who would 

answer the phones, take messages, greet 

visitors and assist with basic office tasks. 

If you think any of these ministries are a fit 

for you, please contact Rosanne by calling 

the office at (609) 267-0740 or emailing 

stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org. 

Thank you to Joan, Louise, Evelyn, Joy, 

Joan and all of our volunteers - past, 

present and future! 

We appreciate you! 
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Bosnia Mini-Peace Camp 
 
“We’re building bridges, across the ocean. Bridges, for everyone. Bridges, working to-
gether. Building bridges of love.” 
  
“Mi gradimo mostove, preko oke-ana. Mostove, za svakoga. Mostove, radimo zajedno. 
Gradimo mosove ljubavi.” 
  
Two dozen members of St. Paul’s learned to sing in Bosnian last month as part of the 
2019 sample Friendship Camp. Travel team members (and helpers) also acted out Dr. 
Seuss’ The Sneetches, followed by a discussion that helps people think about the chal-
lenges and compromises needed to live in communities where not everyone gets along. 
Camp also included playing cooperative games and decorating tote bags to give children 
and teachers in Bosnia.  
  
The trip is June 22-July 3. Please pray with us at noon each day (NJ time) and look for 
photos and updates on our BosniaIST Facebook page. This year’s travelers from St. 
Paul’s are Hanna Reed, Jason Reed, Emily Izzo, Carrie Izzo, Don Henry and Cindy 
Henry. 
  
Thank you for all the financial donations, gift-making, and prayer. We couldn’t do this 

without the “home” team. 
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Social Ministry 

 

Baby Bottle Collection 

This year, we are again helping out 

Crossroads Capable Adolescent Mothers 

(CAM) program.  We are handing out 

plastic baby bottles for you to take home 

and return filled with your spare change. 

The collection began on Mother’s Day and 

runs through Father’s Day. The baby 

bottles are in the bassinet display in the 

narthex.   

Thank you to Joan 

Dunlevy for 

spearheading this 

effort! 

 

Cow Contest:   

And the Winner Is….. 

 

“Moo-Ses” 
Submitted by Krissy Soltesz 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sunday School Kids picked this 

out of countless entries! 

 

Crossroads CAM Baby Shower 
 
A big thank you to everyone who came out 

for the Baby Shower luncheon to benefit 

the Crossroads Capable Adolescent 

Mothers program! 

 

Michelle Wright, the director of the 

program, joined us to talk about CAM and 

answer any questions we might have.  

Thanks to your generous giving, she left 

with her car filled with baby items for the 

young women and babies who are part of 

the program. 

 

Thank you to Claudia O’Malley for 

running around to do all the shopping, 

Grace Ezze for set up and prep, for 

everyone who made the salads and deviled 

eggs, and for Karen Platt and Trish 

Colbridge, who took care of the dreaded 

clean up!  Thank you to the men in 

attendance, Erick Soles and Al Sloan, for 

putting away the tables and chairs.  Real 

men go to baby showers! Thank you to 

Barb Sloan for getting things started with 

the Thrivent Action Team seed money. 

 

Thank you for a job well done everyone! 
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Worship Words 
 
Paschal Candle 
 
     A large white candle carried in 
procession at the Vigil of Easter and 
lighted for each liturgy of the Easter 
season, as well as for Baptisms and 
funerals. 
     In the early Church, it was common 
practice to light candles at the 
beginning of evening prayer, a practice 
inherited from Judaism. This practice 
quickly led to the lighting of a special 
candle, celebrating Christ’s 
Resurrection, at the Easter Vigil. By 
the eighth century there had 
developed the practice of incising the 
numerals of the current year on the 
candle, so that the year can be 
understood in the context of salvation 
history. Some of the paschal candles 
weighed up to 300 pounds, though the 
usual weight was 10 to 20 pounds. 
Some paschal candle stands 
themselves were ten feet tall. 
     Guidelines: Paschal candles are 
always white. Prior to the Vigil of 
Easter, the candle may be incised with 
a cross, the Greek letters Alpha and 
Omega, an the four numerals of the 
current year. A traditional formula for 
this blessing of the candle is “Christ 
yesterday and today (cross), the 
beginning and the end (Alpha and 
Omega); all things belong to him (first 
numeral), and all ages (second 
numeral); to him be glory and power  
 

(third numeral); through all the ages 
of eternity (four numeral). Amen.” 
     A new paschal candle is needed 
each year, since the numbers of the 
year change. 
     The paschal candle is lighted from 
a new fire at rubric 4 in the liturgy for 
the Vigil of Easter, then it is carried in 
procession into the darkened worship 
space. It is placed in its stand, 
centrally in the chancel or next to the 
lectern from which the Easter 
proclamation (Exsultet) will be sung by 
its light. At rubric 11, tapers are 
lighted from the paschal candle in 
order to light other candles and lamps 
in the worship space as Exsultet 
continues. 
     The paschal candle is lighted  for 
each liturgy, during the fifty days of 
Easter. On the fiftieth day, the Day 
of Pentecost, the candle is 
extinguished by an acolyte as the 
reading of the Holy Gospel continues. 
     At times other than Easter season, 
the paschal candle is kept in its stand 
near the baptismal font as a visual 
reminder of the connection between 
Baptism and Easter. It is lighted for 
each celebration of Baptism. 
     For funerals held in the church, the 
lighted paschal candle is carried in 
procession ahead of the coffin. It is 
placed in its stand at the head of the 
coffin. 
     The paschal candle is not used for 
Evening Prayer; for that service, a tall 
undecorated white candle (known as 
the lucernarium candle) is used. 
 

From Worship Words, R. Van Loon &       
S. A. Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 
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Wrapped  

in Love 

June 15 & 16 

Retirement Gift 

for  

Pastor Scott 
 

Thanks to your 

donations, we collected 

$400 for Pastor Scott Schantzenbach’s 

retirement gift.  We added another $200 

from the Acme/ShopRite gift card account 

to send a total of $600 to the Synod Office 

for Pastor Scott’s gift. 

 

Thank you,  

Lois Uetz 

 

 

 

 

 

Diner Dash 

 

On Saturday, July 6, following the  

5:00 pm service, we will be  

having dinner at the Diamond Diner on 

Route 38 in Hainesport.  

Joan & Joy Lynch will be taking 

reservations before the service. 

It will be an open menu with individual 

checks. All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating all High School Graduates 

 

Each high school graduate receives a quilt 

handmade by our Needle & Thread Group. 

If you or your child will be a High School 

Graduate this year and would like to 

participate in this Faith Milestone, please 

contact the church office by June 5. 

 

For this Milestone, we need a picture for 

the bulletin board! You can email pictures 

to stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop 

one off at the office. 

 

 

Heritage Room Library 
 

We wanted to let you know of 

the following books that have 

been added to the library in the 

Heritage Room.  They are 

available to borrow at any time. 

 

Good Grief - Granger E. 

Westberg 

The Good Grief Devotional - 

Brent D. Christianson 

The Good Grief Journal - Jill 

Alexander Essbaum 

The Church Mouse - Christopher W. Perry 
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Music Matters  

by Denisemarie Ramos  

Summertime is upon us, and 
as of June 21, it will be 
official; our music groups will 

go on hiatus until the fall. Last summer we 
had soloists almost every weekend, and I’m 
looking forward to having special music 
again this year. 
 
Sometimes I hear people doubt the reasons 
why church musicians serve. Maybe at some 
churches, it’s a little bit more of a 
“glamourous” calling, but we all know that at 
St. Paul’s, we have no choice but to be 
humble. Plus, of course, we are in church, 
playing sacred music, singing sacred words. 
People are kind to praise us, but our groups 
don’t sound professional. If you went to a 
college choir concert, or bought tickets to a 
touring band, you would hear the difference 
between them and what we do at church. 
None of us are under any illusions. Still, 
whether the church is full or empty, if it’s a 
church service or a rehearsal, the reason for 
our ministry is the same. We are simply 
offering music to our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  
 
I could probably tell you a hundred stories 
about the dedication of the people in the 
music ministry, but I’m going to focus on the 
one group that won’t be taking a break this 
summer. The Same Spirit Band will continue 
to lead worship every week at our 9:00 am 
service in July and August. I can’t help 
bragging about what a faithful and dedicated 
crew they are. 
 
I think we all know what kind of tough 
schedule High School students endure. 
Vocalist Ericka Soles rarely misses church 

on Sunday mornings. My favorite story about 
Ericka this past year is this: she performed in 
RV’s musical “Chicago.” She was amazing 
by the way, for those of you who missed it. 
One week, she texted me, asking if it was ok 
to miss Sunday because of her show 
schedule. I told her it would be ok, but I 
would have to change one of the songs, 
because I didn’t think it would go well 
without her. The problem was it was the 
sermon song, and just the most perfect fit for 
that Sunday. Ericka said, “No problem, I will 
be there!” I told her not to worry, that we 
would work it out, but she insisted. As a teen 
with a long day and homework, Tuesday 
night rehearsals can be tough. I can assure 
you for those of you who don’t know, band 
rehearsals are not glamourous or self-
indulgent, but Ericka consistently makes 
them as well as Sunday mornings, and I 
know everyone at the 9:00 am service is 
appreciative. 
 
Guitarist Pat Jambor, like everyone, is busy 
with work, and being a husband and father. 
Most weeks Pat travels for business. 
Sometimes he goes to Dallas or the west 
coast, but sometimes he goes to places like 
the Middle East. Sometimes he even leaves 
on Sunday afternoon, but on Sunday 
mornings, Pat faithfully serves St. Paul’s 
with his music. Pat is always easy going and 
always thinks of others before himself. I 
don’t know about you, but I get a little 
grumpy when I have to drive to Cherry Hill, 
so considering his travel schedule, I am 
always thankful to see Pat on Sunday 
mornings. 
 
Our Drummer John Moceri misses Sunday 
mornings when he is out of state. That’s 
pretty much the only time. Even though John 
often plays in a band until early in the 
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and others started.  The Council and 
various Ministry Teams are updating 
policies and procedures.  The Faith 
Formation Team has sorted, cleaned out or 
discarded, organized, and stored every last 
item from the Education Wing.  Those 
rooms will be ready for use again this fall.  
The Music Room has been painted and 
organized.  Years of music that was just 
tossed somewhere is being filed.  Safety 
concerns are being addressed.  Office files 
are being cleaned out.  And much, much 
more. 
 
I have heard that there are rumors going 
around that I’m trying to stay until I retire.  
That is NOT true.  I don’t want to retire for 
several years yet.  God will have another 
place for me to serve.  So please stop 
repeating that stuff.  Come to me with your 
questions.  I’ve also heard that some folks 
continue to say you’re not going to get a 
good pastor because there are 
congregations nearby that are also in 
transition.  That is NOT true.  The “good” 
pastor for St. Matthew or Lord of Life is 
not the good pastor for St. Paul’s.  You are 
different congregations and the gifts and 
skills you need in your next long-term 
pastor are different from theirs.  Pushing to 
get someone in here will not serve you in 
the long run.  I trust that our bishop will be 
diligent in identifying an appropriate 
candidate(s) for St. Paul’s.  You want the 
right pastor for St. Paul’s, not just one who 
wants a new call as fast as possible.  
Remember, it’s about God’s mission – not 
just filling a slot.  So again, thank you to 
each and every one of you for your prayers 
and participation in the ministry of St. 
Paul’s. 

 
Worship matters – it’s important for all of 
us to hear the Word and be fed at God’s 
table – and I look forward to seeing you on 
Saturday evening or Sunday morning.  On 
2 June at 9:00 am worship, we will honor 
and thank all the Faith Formation 
(Education) teachers and assistants.  Please 
join us.  Also on 2 June at 11:00 am 
worship, we will recognize Pastor John 
Johnson’s 62 years of ordained ministry in 
the ELCA.  On 9 June at 11:00 am 
Pentecost worship eight young people will 
affirm their Baptism.  Come and see the 
young people who led worship a few 
weeks ago promise to continue to 
participate in the life of the church.  Come 
and praise God and give thanks for the 
blessings we have in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
God’s peace be with you.   
 
Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Elaine  
 

 

 

 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 

Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 

 

You may call any time for emergencies. 
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Dear Members and 

Friends, 

 

Summer has (un)officially begun!  Most of 
us think about summer starting Memorial 
Day weekend and many folks take the long 
weekend to go to the shore or the 
mountains or have a big picnic at home 
with family and friends.  I pray your 
holiday was good. 
 
So, now that it’s summer, some activities at 
church are slowing down or are finished 
until after Labor Day.  Many of you will be 
taking vacation in the next few months.  
But, as you well know, the church does not 
close its doors in June, July, and August.  
We still worship every weekend – all three 
services!  And that means we have to light 
and cool our space.  Please remember to 
send in your offering if you will be away.  
Thank you. 
 
Speaking of offerings and stewardship I 
invite you to think about God’s grace and 
the many assets St. Paul’s has.  “An asset-
based approach to stewardship and ministry 
counteracts the acid (a way of thinking 
that’s full of complaints and over-
neediness) that might sometimes undermine 
your life or your congregation’s vitality.  
Asset-based possibilities push aside any 
preoccupation with problems.  Its joys help 
dispel worry and fear.  This way of 
thinking and behaving helps God’s people 
move past problems toward real 
opportunities.” (The Great Permission – An Asset Based 

Field Guide for Congregations, Bob Sitze, 2002 ELCA)   

 

Focus on the blessings and assets you have 
for ministry.  Here are just a few: St. Paul’s 
is debt-free and for the first four months of 
2019 offerings have exceeded planned 
expenses.  There are some unexpected 
concerns and unplanned opportunities that 
have arisen and the good news is that there 
are some special funds to get started.  As 
you work on these opportunities ask the 
questions, “What serves the Gospel?”  And 
“What serves our mission?” 
 
More good news!  We have received new 
members in the past year, and I will be 
offering a New Member Class later this 
month and into early July.  See the article 
elsewhere in this Chimes for all the 
information.  If you know of someone 
looking for a church home please invite 
them to St. Paul’s – we have a lot to offer! 
 
What’s happening with the transition 
process? 
We are moving forward.  Really!  The TT 
has been working on the Ministry Site 
Profile and had planned to have the first 
(very) rough draft to council in May.  
However, there were technical difficulties 
and that was not possible.  Please 
remember that your fellow members 
serving on this team are all volunteers with 
work and family responsibilities as well.  
And then, sometimes, health concerns 
come up.  Remember what I said on my 
first Sunday with you – that this process 
would take eighteen to twenty-four months, 
we would be deliberate, because there were 
some significant issues to work through.  
I’ve been here just over a year.  Yes, some 
important tasks have been accomplished 
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morning Sundays, at 8:00 am he is at St. 
Paul’s for sound check and rehearsal. We 
keep a steady flow of coffee going back to 
the drum set. I’m thinking of asking for a 
tube to be run from the kitchen in next year’s 
budget. In the meantime, John is at rehearsal 
every Tuesday. We literally can’t practice 
without him, and he has been coaching 
James Ryan on the Cajon for the Praise 
Band. There are many pieces to the music 
puzzle at St. Paul’s, and I’m glad John 
dedicates his time and talent to this ministry.  
 
Vocalist and music director Krissy Soltesz 
leads the children’s choirs and songs for 
Sunday School, as well as sings in Chorale, 
directs the Praise Band and sings in Same 
Spirit. I could stop there, and I’m sure you 
would agree that she is an integral part of our 
ministry. Over the past two years Krissy has 
experienced a lot of personal family 
problems, the likes of which might have 
caused many people to doubt their faith, or 
make it hard to keep a regular schedule. 
Even so, she only misses Sunday mornings 
when she attends horse riding competitions 
with her daughter, Kate, which are chosen 
around her church schedule. Every other 
Sunday is spent leading worship at 9:00 am, 
with Same Spirit or Praise Band. Krissy will 
tell you that being a part of the music groups 
is her therapy and saving grace, but everyone 
at St. Paul’s is blessed by her ministry, 
especially me. 
 
My friend and vocalist, Melissa Headrick, 
struggles with health issues stemming from a 
childhood illness. She’s usually fine, but 
there are always several weeks out of the 
year when she really isn’t that well and needs 
to be under a doctor’s care. Still you 
wouldn’t know it, because she is almost 
always at church, rehearsing Tuesday nights 

and singing Sunday mornings. Melissa is my 
go to person if I need someone to help with a 
choir or sing a solo, she never lets me down. 
Melissa usually learns a new song before 
anyone else in the band and is always ready 
to sing any song I ask her to. What else can I 
say; she is a blessing to me. 
 
Bass player Andy Opperman is 
unquestionably, in my mind, the most 
dedicated member of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. I see him at every event. He accepts 
and makes almost every invitation he is 
given. Andy is dedication personified. We 
are blessed to have him in our band for his 
musicianship and for his kindness.  
 
We are told that the church is the body of 
Christ. There are so many amazing 
committees and ministries working together 
to keep our church a vibrant part of the 
Hainesport community. Over the past year, I 
have been blessed to get to know and work 
with people more than ever before. As for 
our church body, one might say that Council 
is the brain, Pastor is the mind, the Property 
Committee is the hands and Social Ministry 
is our heart, Children’s Ministry is the 
core…well, you get the idea. There are many 
more committees and comparisons we could 
make. I’m thinking that Music Ministry is 
the voice of St. Paul’s. It’s just music, and 
just words being sung, but it’s music made 
with love, and words from the gospel, and 
words that praise God. We ask people to 
share their time and talents, and that’s across 
every ministry. I think it’s important to 
remember that all of us have different gifts to 
share, and we all need to keep our focus on 
Christ.  What’s behind our ministries are 
countless stories of people who have passion, 
faith and dedication for sharing their love for 
Jesus. That’s us, that’s our church. 
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