The Last Word

THE CHIMES - December 2018
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

December 16—6:00 pm
Early Christmas Eve Service for those who
cannot make services on the 24th or who are
busily involved in worship that night.

Christmas Eve
4:00 PM—Family service
led by our Praise Band
8:00—Festival Holy Communion
with Candle Lighting
10:00—Festival Holy Communion
with Candle Lighting

Christmas Day
“At this Christmas when Christ
comes, will He find a warm
heart? Mark the season
of Advent by loving and serving
the others with God's own love
and concern.” -Mother Teresa

10:00 AM—Lessons and Carols with
Holy Communion
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Dear Members and
Friends:

Welcome to Advent brothers and sisters
of St. Paul’s! On St. Andrew’s Day (30
November) we begin the new church
A poem by J. Barrie year. The First Sunday of Advent is
Shepherd:
always the Sunday closest to St.
Andrew’s Day and four Sundays before
Advent Invitation
Christmas. This year it is 2 December.
The Transition Team will be hosting an
Step into a four-Sabbath world
Advent Family Night Potluck from
that begins with a whisper5:00 to 7:00 pm on the 2nd. This is an
“Keep your eyes peeled”inter-generational event – there will be
concludes with the cry of a child in the
something for everyone. There will be
night,
good food, time with fellow believers,
a realm that is bounded by the fling of
and we’ll take another step forward in the
five candlelight,
transition process. If you’ve been away
the range of a quavering voice reading
from worship for a while now is the time
words
to return. Lots of good things are
that sound old and familiar, yet strange,
happening at St. Paul’s! Come and see
full of wonder and wanting,
and join the celebration of God’s love!
a domain hung with banners of purple,
decked with green, living branches,
May God’s peace in Christ be with you
and spangled with frost, touched by star- and remain with you this Advent and
beam.
Christmas season. Now take a deep
You will meet friendly beasts,
breath. Let’s begin!
an Orient wisdom, and folk from the
fields.
Your partner in the Gospel,
Whatever you do, you’ll be changed just Pastor Elaine
a bit,
Your blood colder, or warmer, you’ll see.
Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info
One more thing. There is danger here,
much to be risked, perhaps all to be won.
Cell: 609-410-2828
Now take a deep breath. Let’s begin.
Office: 609-267-0740 x 21
Email: pastorecq@stpaulsh.org
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Music Matters
December 2018

Christmas Eve. Let’s face it, family is
complicated! This is one thing to make it a
little easier.

by Denisemarie Ramos

4. Many people have friendships that they
feel are just as important as family, and they
would love to share the “religious” and
deeper meaning of Christmas with those
Postcard
people. Yet, since Christmas is traditionally
spent with families, we only get to see
This December 16 is our annual Jazmat
friends at parties or gift giving events. This
Christmas Eve Service. If you are not
familiar with this service, here is gist of it: it service on Sunday night, December 16 is a
lovely way to share what Christmas really
is a Christmas “eve” service that doesn’t
means to us, with our friends.
take place on Christmas Eve. We sing
beautiful traditional Christmas Carols, hear
the beloved Christmas readings from Luke’s 5. We all want to invite people to church,
Gospel, watch a short Christmas play by our and we all know people in our lives who are
fabulous youth, celebrate the Eucharist, and hurting or people that we just want to make
sure they know the love of Jesus and the
sing Silent Night and O Holy Night in our
helpfulness of a caring community. Still,
candlelit church.
sometimes it seems uncomfortable to invite
these people. Yet many people like to attend
There several reasons why we
untraditionally hold a traditional Christmas Christmas Eve services and don’t make the
Eve service several weeks before Christmas. time, so this is an easy invitation to extend.
To make it even easier, I have created
1. Some people serve on Christmas Eve, but postcards with all the Church’s information
would like to celebrate a carefree Christmas and the service details. It even has a spot for
service, and this is a way for St. Paul’s to
you to write a personal message if you wish.
honor those people.
Please take advantage of this tool if you
think it would help in this spiritual
2. Many will be out of town on Christmas
endeavor.
Eve but would love to celebrate Christmas
with their St. Paul’s Church family. This is a 6. The Jazmat Christmas Eve service will be
way for many of us who ordinarily might
celebrated on Sunday, December 16 at 6pm.
not be able to, to come together and
From the service’s inception fifteen years
celebrate Jesus.
ago, it has featured jazz musician Clarence
Watson. Mr. Watson passed away this year,
3. Sometimes we can’t be with certain
but he will be on our hearts and minds as we
members of our families on Christmas Eve celebrate the birth of Jesus into our lives
because of other commitments. This service once again.
affords people the opportunity to celebrate
with the “other” side of the family, who
might go to another church or place on
15

Sunday School ~ Merry Christmas!
Last month, I asked if you were allowing your child 2 B IN
!
Here is an example of our Sunday School friends who have been INvolved at the Sunday School Dog House. Fifteen children participated IN Sunday School on November
18! We circled up to talk about gratitude in our attitude. Anthony said, “Pastor Elaine
was his hero because she taught him about God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit.” Other
comments were:
“My hero is my grandmother because her spirit was truly remarkable among so

many hard circumstances.”

“If I could travel back in time, I would go to Jesus’ time to hear Jesus in person.”
“I would invite George Washington to dinner.”

We also heard about favorite holiday traditions, favorite teachers, and places we hope
to go on vacation. We were blessed to demonstrate that we are unique and individual
thinkers! We also had our first annual Turkey Wobble! Imagine 15 turkey wobblers
racing across the parish hall!

A Place for You
+ God’s Table
Holy Communion
instruction for all
children in first grade or above who have
not yet received First Communion. Classes
are Sunday, January 6 and 13 at 10:00 AM
Sometimes it’s the simple things we take
in the Council Room. First Communion
for granted, like a chair. If you’ve ever
will be offered on Sunday, January 20.
had reason to take a seat in the Music
Room, you might know that could be a
Parents are welcome and encouraged to
dicey proposition! Many of the chairs
participate with their children.
were unstable and not safe to sit in. They
were separated out, but always ended up
Please contact the office to sign up.
back in with the other chairs.
The cost to purchase new chairs was
investigated and after looking at the prices
- WOW - that idea was tabled.

We continue to encourage all St. Paul’s children and their friends – Come B IN!
For those of you who witnessed our presentation during our December 14 service, we
hope you were fed as much as we were. We learned that it was an ultimate, best ever
plan despite so many complications! Praise be to God!

Enter Doug Hikade! Doug has done
woodworking and knows a little something
about furniture repair. Group by group,
Doug and Louise loaded all of the chairs
from the Music Room and the sanctuary
into their car, took them home, repaired
and returned them. They look great and
are stronger than ever!

Team Sunday School wishes you and your family the best Christmas ever! In Sunday
School, we proudly share the Good News. This Christmas, may you share the good
news with someone outside of St. Paul’s. May you do what we are encouraging our
Sunday School friends to do. Tell someone about Jesus. Invite a friend or family
member to come hear the amazing story of God choosing a 14-year-old with the most
amazing heart to be the mom of his Son, and of an underrated, humble carpenter whose
faith allowed God’s ultimate, best ever plan to work! Demonstrate what Jesus was
about. Be of help to a family member, a friend, and someone less familiar. Wishing
you a blessed Christmas!
It’s never too late to JoIN Sunday School where we BARK DOG –
Behold and Remember Kindness – Do Only God!
Be IN this Christmas and all year long as much as your child is able!
A shout out to Team Sunday School! You put the right bark in BARK DOG! A
blessed Christmas to you and your families! Thank you for your kindness!
I am blessed to be a BARK DOG at Sunday School each week!
Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com—856-912-2408

Thank you Doug (and Louise too)!
We appreciate you!

Worship Words will return
next month

*BARK DOG is an original creation for St Paul’s Sunday School. It may not be used except in conjunction with St.
Paul’s SS.
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2018 Thanksgiving Food Drive

Social Ministry

Thank you for your outpouring of food,
monetary donations, and volunteer hours in
support of our Thanksgiving Basket drive.
Christmas Giving Tree
This year we were able to offer food
baskets to 33 local families. We were able
Ho, ho, ho! The holidays are right around to give to each family the ingredients for
the corner!
Thanksgiving Dinner, along with enough
extra food to last the weekend and
As in years past, we will be participating in hopefully beyond. The remaining food
the Giving Tree outreach. Gift tags will be was brought to local food pantries.
placed on a
Christmas tree in
This annual food drive has become an “all
the Narthex, and
hands on deck event”. Food items were
those interested in
donated by our congregation, the residents
participating can
of the Glen at Masons Creek and
take a tag and buy
Hainesport Township families with the
that item for a
Hainesport Cub Scout Pack and Boy Scout
deserving child in
Troop and their families collecting the
Mt. Holly.
yellow bags throughout Hainesport
Saturday morning and then sorting to our
The tree will be
tables in the parish hall. Several hours on
set up starting the
Sunday were spent combining the food
weekend of
items to meet each family’s personal needs.
November 18 and
the unwrapped
It is because we all shared so generously
gifts are to be returned no later than noon
out of our own abundance that we were
on December 9. The gift tag must be
able to make Thanksgiving happier for so
returned with the gift. The youth group
many of our neighbors. Thank you; you
will be wrapping the gifts on December 16. have truly shown those in our community
Further directions will be available on the that we care and we are “Blessed to be a
table near the tree.
Blessing”.
If you have any questions please see Sandy Betty Brink
Sambucci or Laurie Maccri. Thank you in Thanksgiving Basket Coordinator
advance for your support of this project.

Dear St. Paulians,

Thank you to everyone who came out for
the memorial service for my sister, Jeanne.
What a joy! What a
surprise! I arrived at the She is in a better place and the good Lord
Saturday night service, is looking after her.
(Nov. 3) filled with
Grace Ezze and family
apprehension. It was my
last. Would I be able to do it? AND then to
start the service Pr. Elaine gave me a rising God is our refuge and strength, a very
applause, followed by many kind words
present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1)
and lastly, a wonderful celebration
following the service, complete with a
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Faith,
beautiful cake and other goodies.
I am so blessed to be a part of you. I have Thank you for your donation to our
church's Good Samaritan Fund. Your gift
been here since about 1945, off and on. I
began to play the piano for Sunday School will allow us to more immediately meet the
(in the old wooden building no longer
needs of people and families in our
here).
community through our support of the Red
I got on the organ bench when I was 16 in Cross and our day center for children.
the old, old church. I had no idea where it
As our city finds the way forward, we ask
would lead me and for how long. It has
been an awesome journey. Would that I
for your continued prayers. Please pray for
had kept track of how many weddings and those who have lost everything and for
funerals I have played. It's always fun
those who are adapting to this new reality.
when standing in a crowd of you, and I
Pray for the emergency responders who
hear so many say, "She played at our
continue to battle wildfires throughout
wedding".
California and the western United States.
Pray for the volunteers who are working
Of course, the other crowd aren't here to
say, "She played at my funeral." It was an mightily to provide relief for those who are
honor to be able to do all that. I will sorely displaced or homeless. And pray that God
miss it but my body is telling me it is time continues to be revealed through the hands
to quit. I have great difficulty walking and and voices of those people who help to lift
macular degeneration which is dimming
up and support our community.
my eyes. God has been good. He has given
me a wonderful talent and it was such joy With gratitude and hope,
to share it with you.
Thanks for your love and concern thru the Pastor Bob Swartz & Church Council
years,
Boots White
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SENIOR SNIPPETS

Candle Decorating
Wednesday, December 5

By Clyde Zarkos

1:00 pm

URGENT CARE CENTERS
What are they and what are they not

St. Paul’s Christmas
Post Office

Council Room

In October 2016, it was determined that easy access to quality healthcare care
was needed for minor, non-life-threatening injuries or illnesses in an ambulatory
facility outside of a traditional hospital or a free standing emergency department; care
that cannot wait until the next day to be treated.

Beginning the weekend of November 24/25,
St. Paul’s Post Office will be open in the
Narthex for the Christmas season. This will
allow members to “mail” their Christmas card
greetings to other members by simply dropping
their cards unstamped in the Narthex mail box.
We will then separate the cards by name and
make them available for pick up in the
Narthex. THE CARDS WILL NOT BE
MAILED.

These centers may be called by many different names such as:
Walk In Clinic Minute Clinic Quick Care Clinic
Convenient Care Center
The Injury Care Center Minor Urgent Care Urgent Clinic Urgent Care
Advanced Urgent Care Med Express …plus many specialized clinics
Individual State criteria and licensing requirements also vary widely with differing
ranges of care, medical practitioners on duty, time open - from 24/7 to days and hours
open. Contact urgent care centers in your local area before you have the need for
assistance, and you will save time and travel in getting the care the patient needs.
These facilities are not required to see, stabilize, or treat patients that do not have
the ability to pay for services they provide.
Facilities that do not meet the AMERICAN COLLEGE OF EMERGENCY
PHYSICIANS (ACEP) advertising guidelines for providing unscheduled or urgent
care are prohibited from using the word “EMERGENCY” OR “ER” in their name
or literature.
If you have questions about any of the above information, contact the urgent care
sites closest to you for more details. There are also myriad on-line sites
providing urgent care information and data concerning your state and local
government regulations.
TIP OF THE MONTH

This is a way for members to send other
members their greetings without incurring the
expense of postage. It’s up to you, of course,
but you may want to consider spending your
“savings” by donating the amount you saved to
the Lutheran Disaster Response - Hurricane
Relief.

This has been a tradition since Donald Schupp
was our pastor at St. Paul’s. It’s a Moravian
tradition. Each color on the candles represents
a church season. The “tutus” are made out of
colored tissue. Each “tutu” is precisely cut by
hand.
It’s a reverent tradition held by many of our
long-time members, especially when we sing
“Silent Night” on Christmas Eve.

Notice - Bread
Providers

This is a true labor of LOVE!

We’ve recently learned that ShopRite is no
longer baking white bread to order. Many
have used ShopRite in the past for Communion
bread. All orders will now need to be placed at
Acme. We are asking everyone to please have
bread ordered and ready for pick-up by
Thursday, in the event there is a mistake at the
bakery and the order is not made.

This event is not just for the ladies, men and
families are welcome! If you have questions,
please contact Joy Lynch.

Visit or contact your local Urgent Care Centers NOW so
you will have the information you may need before you need it!

Thank you!
12
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Advent Lunches

Thank You, Boots!

St. Paul’s Golden Oldies
Christmas Celebration
Covered Dish Luncheon

Parish Hall—12:10—1:00 PM

Thursday, December 13, 2018
The Transition Team
cordially invites you join us for
Advent Family Night!

11:30 AM in the Parish Hall

Sunday, December 2, 2018
5:00—7:00 PM
Parish Hall

Bring your favorite covered dish and a
$10.00 gift for exchange.
Beverage and dessert will be provided.

On Saturday, November
3, Boots White made her
final appearance at the St.
Paul’s organ.

Praying with the Saints in Advent

December 5, 12 & 19

Boots has been with the congregation for
many years, started out volunteering as
young girl, became the Director of Music
and then the supply organist.

Sign up on the sheet in the
narthex. If you have
questions, contact Sharyn
Lyden at (609) 893-6349

Thank you, Boots, for all of your years of
service to St. Paul’s! We will miss seeing
you playing the organ, but are so grateful
you continue to be part of the St. Paul’s
family!

A simple lunch of soup and bread.

Come out and celebrate this wonderful
Christmas Season.

Potluck Dinner!
Family Advent Craft!
Church Decorating!

December Food
Collection

Questions?
Call Laura Pagenkopf

Something for everyone!

609-267-0669

This is a multi-generational event!

or Joan Thompson
609-267-1470

It’s not too late! Just come and
bring a dish to share!
Come hear a brief summary of what
the Transition Team has been doing.
Most of all, come for fun and
fellowship with your
St. Paul’s Family!

Next Book Club
Thursday, January 17
7:00 PM
at Elsa Mollo-Snow’s House
Book: Educated
By Tara Westover

Suggestions for this month:
canned meats, canned fruit and vegetables,
macaroni & cheese, cereal. As always, all
items welcome!
Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also
needed.
Please place the items on the hutch in the
narthex. Thank you!

If you have questions,
please contact Peg Biringer
(609) 894-8089.
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December Youth News Join in the fun!!
Among the Wolves was a great weekend!
It was attended by Kevin Turkheimer,
Kayla Reed, Rob McLaren, Casey
Colbridge and Kylie Shenton. A huge
thank you to Trish Colbridge and James
McMahon for chaperoning the trip. Many
thanks to those who supported the youth by
sending in items for the In-Kind Offering
which supported Safe Haven, an
organization in New York that helps
undocumented unaccompanied children in
our country.

By Sandy Sambucci

The Youth Group will be
meeting on December 9 and
16. On the 16th, there is the
JazMat service and the youth will be
helping to wrap the gifts from the giving
tree.
We’ve really enjoyed working with our
confirmands and getting to know them.
Our time together goes so quickly, yet it
involves quality engagement, conversation
and discovery.
We attended Bridge of Peace Lutheran
Church’s Trunk or Treat. Kayla Reed, Ella
Dispenza, Sara Bozarth, Casey Colbridge
& Marisa Dolge shared 500+ pieces of
candy and boxes of crayons with the many
trick or treaters and the adults who came to
have fun.
Mark your calendars for February 8-10, the
date of the Winter Youth Assembly for
students in Grades 9-12, held at Fairview
Lake YMCA in Stillwater, NJ. The cost is
$125 per student if we register on time.
(Scholarship money is available.) Please
turn in your permission slip, health form
and check, made out to St. Paul’s, by
January 13. You can give this to Sandy
Sambucci or place in the lock box to the
left of the Youth Bulletin Board in the
Narthex. This retreat is a chance to make
friends, have fun, help people in need and
grow closer to God. This weekend
promises to be full of games and music and
time to relax, pray and play together.
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December Card
Shower
Sometime during the month of December
send a card of care and
encouragement to:
Bud Steever
4201 Adelaide Drive
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

If you would like to order
a poinsettia to beautify the
church during the
Christmas Season, please
use the order blank below
or indicate your choice on
the Christmas flower
envelope in your packet.
The price of a poinsettia is $7.00. Please
indicate if you wish to honor someone or to
dedicate it in memory of someone. Your order
must be received in the office no later than
December 2. There will be no exceptions in
order to have the correct number of
poinsettias.

Christmas Gift Card Sales

Some might think it’s too early to be
TALKING about Christmas, but it is time
to start THINKING about Christmas. Last
year, we sold a variety of gift cards and it
was very successful. We will be offering
the cards again starting October 27 and 28.
The sale will run through December 9.
Sales will work the same as before. When
you place an order, you pay with check
made out to St Paul’s Lutheran Church.
We will deliver the cards to you at church I wish to order _________ Poinsettias
(total number of plants)
as soon as they
arrive.
Thanks to all
who
participate!

A variety of colors of Poinsettias will be
ordered. After Christmas Eve you may select
your favorite(s) out of those ordered to take
home.

Look for us in
the Narthex!

Write the sentiment as you wish it to appear in
list of donors.

Lois Uetz

TO HONOR:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Pastoral Acts for
November

Memorial Services: Jeanne Breon

Please pick up your plant as soon as possible
after the 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
Service. Enjoy it yourself or deliver it to
someone who needs some special Christmas
cheer.

Weddings: None

My Name: ____________________________

Baptisms: None
Funerals: Art Mahnken

My Envelope Number Is: ________________
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2018
2

3

Church Bldg
H - Heritage Room
M - Music Room
N - Narthex
O - Church Office
PH - Parish Hall

Ed - Education
Wing
S - Sanctuary
CR - Council
Room
Study House (SH)

C - Conference
Room
G - Great Room
L - Library
Q - Quilt Room
B - Basement

9:00 AM Craft Fair (PH)
5:00 PM Worship
7:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
8:00 PM NA (MR)

4

5

6

7

8

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (MR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (H)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH)
1:00 PM Candle Making (CR)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH)
10:00 AM Bible Study (CR)
11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship
6:30 PM Bell Choir (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

6:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)

1:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
4:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (MR)
5:00 PM Worship
6:00 PM Diner Dash
7:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
8:00 PM NA (MR)
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11

12

13

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (MR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (H)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:00 PM Property Team
7:30 PM Same Spirit

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH)
10:00 AM Bible Study (CR)
11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship
11:30 AM Golden Oldies (PH)
6:30 PM Bell Choir (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

14
7:00 PM Haven Youth (PH)

15

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

16
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Youth Advent Party
6:00 PM JazMat Service

17

18

19

20

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (MR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (H)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH)
10:00 AM Bible Study (CR)
11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship
6:30 PM Bell Choir (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

23

24 Christmas Eve

25

26

27

28

29

4:00 PM Worship
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:00 PM Worship
10:00 PM Worship
8:30 PM NA (MR)

Christmas Day
Church Office Closed
10:00 AM Christmas Service
7:00 PM AA (C)

9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst (PH)
10:00 AM Bible Study (CR)
11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship
6:30 PM Bell Choir (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

9:00 AM Chimes Assembly

5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
4:30 PM Confirmation Cls (SH)
5:00 PM Advent Family
Night (PH)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (CR)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

9
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
4:30 Confirmation Cls (SH)
Sr. Hi. Youth (PH)
7:00 PM Chorale (MR)

9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

30

9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

7:30 PM Congregation Council
(MR)

31 New Years Eve

7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

Chimes Articles Due

21

22
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)
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a poinsettia to beautify the
church during the
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or indicate your choice on
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dedicate it in memory of someone. Your order
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Some might think it’s too early to be
TALKING about Christmas, but it is time
to start THINKING about Christmas. Last
year, we sold a variety of gift cards and it
was very successful. We will be offering
the cards again starting October 27 and 28.
The sale will run through December 9.
Sales will work the same as before. When
you place an order, you pay with check
made out to St Paul’s Lutheran Church.
We will deliver the cards to you at church I wish to order _________ Poinsettias
(total number of plants)
as soon as they
arrive.
Thanks to all
who
participate!

A variety of colors of Poinsettias will be
ordered. After Christmas Eve you may select
your favorite(s) out of those ordered to take
home.

Look for us in
the Narthex!

Write the sentiment as you wish it to appear in
list of donors.

Lois Uetz

TO HONOR:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Pastoral Acts for
November

Memorial Services: Jeanne Breon

Please pick up your plant as soon as possible
after the 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
Service. Enjoy it yourself or deliver it to
someone who needs some special Christmas
cheer.

Weddings: None

My Name: ____________________________

Baptisms: None
Funerals: Art Mahnken

My Envelope Number Is: ________________
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Advent Lunches

Thank You, Boots!

St. Paul’s Golden Oldies
Christmas Celebration
Covered Dish Luncheon

Parish Hall—12:10—1:00 PM

Thursday, December 13, 2018
The Transition Team
cordially invites you join us for
Advent Family Night!

11:30 AM in the Parish Hall

Sunday, December 2, 2018
5:00—7:00 PM
Parish Hall

Bring your favorite covered dish and a
$10.00 gift for exchange.
Beverage and dessert will be provided.

On Saturday, November
3, Boots White made her
final appearance at the St.
Paul’s organ.

Praying with the Saints in Advent

December 5, 12 & 19

Boots has been with the congregation for
many years, started out volunteering as
young girl, became the Director of Music
and then the supply organist.

Sign up on the sheet in the
narthex. If you have
questions, contact Sharyn
Lyden at (609) 893-6349

Thank you, Boots, for all of your years of
service to St. Paul’s! We will miss seeing
you playing the organ, but are so grateful
you continue to be part of the St. Paul’s
family!

A simple lunch of soup and bread.

Come out and celebrate this wonderful
Christmas Season.

Potluck Dinner!
Family Advent Craft!
Church Decorating!

December Food
Collection

Questions?
Call Laura Pagenkopf

Something for everyone!

609-267-0669

This is a multi-generational event!

or Joan Thompson
609-267-1470

It’s not too late! Just come and
bring a dish to share!
Come hear a brief summary of what
the Transition Team has been doing.
Most of all, come for fun and
fellowship with your
St. Paul’s Family!

Next Book Club
Thursday, January 17
7:00 PM
at Elsa Mollo-Snow’s House
Book: Educated
By Tara Westover

Suggestions for this month:
canned meats, canned fruit and vegetables,
macaroni & cheese, cereal. As always, all
items welcome!
Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also
needed.
Please place the items on the hutch in the
narthex. Thank you!

If you have questions,
please contact Peg Biringer
(609) 894-8089.
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SENIOR SNIPPETS

Candle Decorating
Wednesday, December 5

By Clyde Zarkos

1:00 pm

URGENT CARE CENTERS
What are they and what are they not

St. Paul’s Christmas
Post Office

Council Room

In October 2016, it was determined that easy access to quality healthcare care
was needed for minor, non-life-threatening injuries or illnesses in an ambulatory
facility outside of a traditional hospital or a free standing emergency department; care
that cannot wait until the next day to be treated.

Beginning the weekend of November 24/25,
St. Paul’s Post Office will be open in the
Narthex for the Christmas season. This will
allow members to “mail” their Christmas card
greetings to other members by simply dropping
their cards unstamped in the Narthex mail box.
We will then separate the cards by name and
make them available for pick up in the
Narthex. THE CARDS WILL NOT BE
MAILED.

These centers may be called by many different names such as:
Walk In Clinic Minute Clinic Quick Care Clinic
Convenient Care Center
The Injury Care Center Minor Urgent Care Urgent Clinic Urgent Care
Advanced Urgent Care Med Express …plus many specialized clinics
Individual State criteria and licensing requirements also vary widely with differing
ranges of care, medical practitioners on duty, time open - from 24/7 to days and hours
open. Contact urgent care centers in your local area before you have the need for
assistance, and you will save time and travel in getting the care the patient needs.
These facilities are not required to see, stabilize, or treat patients that do not have
the ability to pay for services they provide.
Facilities that do not meet the AMERICAN COLLEGE OF EMERGENCY
PHYSICIANS (ACEP) advertising guidelines for providing unscheduled or urgent
care are prohibited from using the word “EMERGENCY” OR “ER” in their name
or literature.
If you have questions about any of the above information, contact the urgent care
sites closest to you for more details. There are also myriad on-line sites
providing urgent care information and data concerning your state and local
government regulations.
TIP OF THE MONTH

This is a way for members to send other
members their greetings without incurring the
expense of postage. It’s up to you, of course,
but you may want to consider spending your
“savings” by donating the amount you saved to
the Lutheran Disaster Response - Hurricane
Relief.

This has been a tradition since Donald Schupp
was our pastor at St. Paul’s. It’s a Moravian
tradition. Each color on the candles represents
a church season. The “tutus” are made out of
colored tissue. Each “tutu” is precisely cut by
hand.
It’s a reverent tradition held by many of our
long-time members, especially when we sing
“Silent Night” on Christmas Eve.

Notice - Bread
Providers

This is a true labor of LOVE!

We’ve recently learned that ShopRite is no
longer baking white bread to order. Many
have used ShopRite in the past for Communion
bread. All orders will now need to be placed at
Acme. We are asking everyone to please have
bread ordered and ready for pick-up by
Thursday, in the event there is a mistake at the
bakery and the order is not made.

This event is not just for the ladies, men and
families are welcome! If you have questions,
please contact Joy Lynch.

Visit or contact your local Urgent Care Centers NOW so
you will have the information you may need before you need it!

Thank you!
12

5

2018 Thanksgiving Food Drive

Social Ministry

Thank you for your outpouring of food,
monetary donations, and volunteer hours in
support of our Thanksgiving Basket drive.
Christmas Giving Tree
This year we were able to offer food
baskets to 33 local families. We were able
Ho, ho, ho! The holidays are right around to give to each family the ingredients for
the corner!
Thanksgiving Dinner, along with enough
extra food to last the weekend and
As in years past, we will be participating in hopefully beyond. The remaining food
the Giving Tree outreach. Gift tags will be was brought to local food pantries.
placed on a
Christmas tree in
This annual food drive has become an “all
the Narthex, and
hands on deck event”. Food items were
those interested in
donated by our congregation, the residents
participating can
of the Glen at Masons Creek and
take a tag and buy
Hainesport Township families with the
that item for a
Hainesport Cub Scout Pack and Boy Scout
deserving child in
Troop and their families collecting the
Mt. Holly.
yellow bags throughout Hainesport
Saturday morning and then sorting to our
The tree will be
tables in the parish hall. Several hours on
set up starting the
Sunday were spent combining the food
weekend of
items to meet each family’s personal needs.
November 18 and
the unwrapped
It is because we all shared so generously
gifts are to be returned no later than noon
out of our own abundance that we were
on December 9. The gift tag must be
able to make Thanksgiving happier for so
returned with the gift. The youth group
many of our neighbors. Thank you; you
will be wrapping the gifts on December 16. have truly shown those in our community
Further directions will be available on the that we care and we are “Blessed to be a
table near the tree.
Blessing”.
If you have any questions please see Sandy Betty Brink
Sambucci or Laurie Maccri. Thank you in Thanksgiving Basket Coordinator
advance for your support of this project.

Dear St. Paulians,

Thank you to everyone who came out for
the memorial service for my sister, Jeanne.
What a joy! What a
surprise! I arrived at the She is in a better place and the good Lord
Saturday night service, is looking after her.
(Nov. 3) filled with
Grace Ezze and family
apprehension. It was my
last. Would I be able to do it? AND then to
start the service Pr. Elaine gave me a rising God is our refuge and strength, a very
applause, followed by many kind words
present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1)
and lastly, a wonderful celebration
following the service, complete with a
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Faith,
beautiful cake and other goodies.
I am so blessed to be a part of you. I have Thank you for your donation to our
church's Good Samaritan Fund. Your gift
been here since about 1945, off and on. I
began to play the piano for Sunday School will allow us to more immediately meet the
(in the old wooden building no longer
needs of people and families in our
here).
community through our support of the Red
I got on the organ bench when I was 16 in Cross and our day center for children.
the old, old church. I had no idea where it
As our city finds the way forward, we ask
would lead me and for how long. It has
been an awesome journey. Would that I
for your continued prayers. Please pray for
had kept track of how many weddings and those who have lost everything and for
funerals I have played. It's always fun
those who are adapting to this new reality.
when standing in a crowd of you, and I
Pray for the emergency responders who
hear so many say, "She played at our
continue to battle wildfires throughout
wedding".
California and the western United States.
Pray for the volunteers who are working
Of course, the other crowd aren't here to
say, "She played at my funeral." It was an mightily to provide relief for those who are
honor to be able to do all that. I will sorely displaced or homeless. And pray that God
miss it but my body is telling me it is time continues to be revealed through the hands
to quit. I have great difficulty walking and and voices of those people who help to lift
macular degeneration which is dimming
up and support our community.
my eyes. God has been good. He has given
me a wonderful talent and it was such joy With gratitude and hope,
to share it with you.
Thanks for your love and concern thru the Pastor Bob Swartz & Church Council
years,
Boots White
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Sunday School ~ Merry Christmas!
Last month, I asked if you were allowing your child 2 B IN
!
Here is an example of our Sunday School friends who have been INvolved at the Sunday School Dog House. Fifteen children participated IN Sunday School on November
18! We circled up to talk about gratitude in our attitude. Anthony said, “Pastor Elaine
was his hero because she taught him about God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit.” Other
comments were:
“My hero is my grandmother because her spirit was truly remarkable among so

many hard circumstances.”

“If I could travel back in time, I would go to Jesus’ time to hear Jesus in person.”
“I would invite George Washington to dinner.”

We also heard about favorite holiday traditions, favorite teachers, and places we hope
to go on vacation. We were blessed to demonstrate that we are unique and individual
thinkers! We also had our first annual Turkey Wobble! Imagine 15 turkey wobblers
racing across the parish hall!

A Place for You
+ God’s Table
Holy Communion
instruction for all
children in first grade or above who have
not yet received First Communion. Classes
are Sunday, January 6 and 13 at 10:00 AM
Sometimes it’s the simple things we take
in the Council Room. First Communion
for granted, like a chair. If you’ve ever
will be offered on Sunday, January 20.
had reason to take a seat in the Music
Room, you might know that could be a
Parents are welcome and encouraged to
dicey proposition! Many of the chairs
participate with their children.
were unstable and not safe to sit in. They
were separated out, but always ended up
Please contact the office to sign up.
back in with the other chairs.
The cost to purchase new chairs was
investigated and after looking at the prices
- WOW - that idea was tabled.

We continue to encourage all St. Paul’s children and their friends – Come B IN!
For those of you who witnessed our presentation during our December 14 service, we
hope you were fed as much as we were. We learned that it was an ultimate, best ever
plan despite so many complications! Praise be to God!

Enter Doug Hikade! Doug has done
woodworking and knows a little something
about furniture repair. Group by group,
Doug and Louise loaded all of the chairs
from the Music Room and the sanctuary
into their car, took them home, repaired
and returned them. They look great and
are stronger than ever!

Team Sunday School wishes you and your family the best Christmas ever! In Sunday
School, we proudly share the Good News. This Christmas, may you share the good
news with someone outside of St. Paul’s. May you do what we are encouraging our
Sunday School friends to do. Tell someone about Jesus. Invite a friend or family
member to come hear the amazing story of God choosing a 14-year-old with the most
amazing heart to be the mom of his Son, and of an underrated, humble carpenter whose
faith allowed God’s ultimate, best ever plan to work! Demonstrate what Jesus was
about. Be of help to a family member, a friend, and someone less familiar. Wishing
you a blessed Christmas!
It’s never too late to JoIN Sunday School where we BARK DOG –
Behold and Remember Kindness – Do Only God!
Be IN this Christmas and all year long as much as your child is able!
A shout out to Team Sunday School! You put the right bark in BARK DOG! A
blessed Christmas to you and your families! Thank you for your kindness!
I am blessed to be a BARK DOG at Sunday School each week!
Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com—856-912-2408

Thank you Doug (and Louise too)!
We appreciate you!

Worship Words will return
next month

*BARK DOG is an original creation for St Paul’s Sunday School. It may not be used except in conjunction with St.
Paul’s SS.
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Dear Members and
Friends:

Welcome to Advent brothers and sisters
of St. Paul’s! On St. Andrew’s Day (30
November) we begin the new church
A poem by J. Barrie year. The First Sunday of Advent is
Shepherd:
always the Sunday closest to St.
Andrew’s Day and four Sundays before
Advent Invitation
Christmas. This year it is 2 December.
The Transition Team will be hosting an
Step into a four-Sabbath world
Advent Family Night Potluck from
that begins with a whisper5:00 to 7:00 pm on the 2nd. This is an
“Keep your eyes peeled”inter-generational event – there will be
concludes with the cry of a child in the
something for everyone. There will be
night,
good food, time with fellow believers,
a realm that is bounded by the fling of
and we’ll take another step forward in the
five candlelight,
transition process. If you’ve been away
the range of a quavering voice reading
from worship for a while now is the time
words
to return. Lots of good things are
that sound old and familiar, yet strange,
happening at St. Paul’s! Come and see
full of wonder and wanting,
and join the celebration of God’s love!
a domain hung with banners of purple,
decked with green, living branches,
May God’s peace in Christ be with you
and spangled with frost, touched by star- and remain with you this Advent and
beam.
Christmas season. Now take a deep
You will meet friendly beasts,
breath. Let’s begin!
an Orient wisdom, and folk from the
fields.
Your partner in the Gospel,
Whatever you do, you’ll be changed just Pastor Elaine
a bit,
Your blood colder, or warmer, you’ll see.
Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info
One more thing. There is danger here,
much to be risked, perhaps all to be won.
Cell: 609-410-2828
Now take a deep breath. Let’s begin.
Office: 609-267-0740 x 21
Email: pastorecq@stpaulsh.org
2

Music Matters
December 2018

Christmas Eve. Let’s face it, family is
complicated! This is one thing to make it a
little easier.

by Denisemarie Ramos

4. Many people have friendships that they
feel are just as important as family, and they
would love to share the “religious” and
deeper meaning of Christmas with those
Postcard
people. Yet, since Christmas is traditionally
spent with families, we only get to see
This December 16 is our annual Jazmat
friends at parties or gift giving events. This
Christmas Eve Service. If you are not
familiar with this service, here is gist of it: it service on Sunday night, December 16 is a
lovely way to share what Christmas really
is a Christmas “eve” service that doesn’t
means to us, with our friends.
take place on Christmas Eve. We sing
beautiful traditional Christmas Carols, hear
the beloved Christmas readings from Luke’s 5. We all want to invite people to church,
Gospel, watch a short Christmas play by our and we all know people in our lives who are
fabulous youth, celebrate the Eucharist, and hurting or people that we just want to make
sure they know the love of Jesus and the
sing Silent Night and O Holy Night in our
helpfulness of a caring community. Still,
candlelit church.
sometimes it seems uncomfortable to invite
these people. Yet many people like to attend
There several reasons why we
untraditionally hold a traditional Christmas Christmas Eve services and don’t make the
Eve service several weeks before Christmas. time, so this is an easy invitation to extend.
To make it even easier, I have created
1. Some people serve on Christmas Eve, but postcards with all the Church’s information
would like to celebrate a carefree Christmas and the service details. It even has a spot for
service, and this is a way for St. Paul’s to
you to write a personal message if you wish.
honor those people.
Please take advantage of this tool if you
think it would help in this spiritual
2. Many will be out of town on Christmas
endeavor.
Eve but would love to celebrate Christmas
with their St. Paul’s Church family. This is a 6. The Jazmat Christmas Eve service will be
way for many of us who ordinarily might
celebrated on Sunday, December 16 at 6pm.
not be able to, to come together and
From the service’s inception fifteen years
celebrate Jesus.
ago, it has featured jazz musician Clarence
Watson. Mr. Watson passed away this year,
3. Sometimes we can’t be with certain
but he will be on our hearts and minds as we
members of our families on Christmas Eve celebrate the birth of Jesus into our lives
because of other commitments. This service once again.
affords people the opportunity to celebrate
with the “other” side of the family, who
might go to another church or place on
15

The Last Word

THE CHIMES - December 2018
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

December 16—6:00 pm
Early Christmas Eve Service for those who
cannot make services on the 24th or who are
busily involved in worship that night.

Christmas Eve
4:00 PM—Family service
led by our Praise Band
8:00—Festival Holy Communion
with Candle Lighting
10:00—Festival Holy Communion
with Candle Lighting

Christmas Day
“At this Christmas when Christ
comes, will He find a warm
heart? Mark the season
of Advent by loving and serving
the others with God's own love
and concern.” -Mother Teresa

10:00 AM—Lessons and Carols with
Holy Communion
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
From the Pastor’s Pen
First Communion Classes
We Appreciate You
Social Ministry
Candle Decorating
Advent Family Night
Golden Oldies
Christmas Gift Card Sales
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