
20 

The Last Word 

 

Traveling Light 
by Max Lucado 
 
I fell asleep in the Louvre. 
The most famous museum in the world. The 
best-known building in Paris. Tourists are 
oohing and aahing, and that’s me, nodding and 
snoring. Seated on a bench. Back to the wall. 
Chin to my chest. Conked out. 
 

The crown jewels are down the hall. 
Rembrandt is on the wall. Van Gogh is one 
floor up. The Venus de Milo is one floor 
down. I should have been star struck and wide 
eyed. 
 

Denalyn was. You’d have thought she was at 
Foley’s Red Apple sale. If there was a tour, 
she took it. If there was a button to push, she 
pushed it. If there was a brochure to read, she 
read it. She didn’t even want to stop to eat. 
 

But me? I gave the Mona Lisa five minutes.  
 

Shameful, I know. 
 

But it wasn’t my fault. I like seventeenth-
century art as much as the next guy ... well, 
maybe not that much. But at least I can usually 
stay awake. 
 

But not that day. Why did I fall asleep at the 
Louvre? 
 

Blame it on the bags, baby; blame it on the 
bags. I was worn out from lugging the family 
luggage. We checked more suitcases than the 
road show of the Phantom of the Opera. 
I can’t fault my wife and daughters. They 
learned it from me. Remember, I’m the one 

who travels prepared for an underwater 
wedding and a bowling tournament. It’s bad 
enough for one person to travel like that, but 
five? It’ll wear you out. 
 

You think I’ll ever learn to travel light? 
 

I tell you what. Let’s make a pact. I’ll reduce 
the leather bags, and we’ll both reduce the 
emotional ones. After all, it’s one thing to 
sleep through the Louvre but quite another to 
sleep through life. 
 

We can, you know. Do we not dwell in the 
gallery of our God? Isn’t the sky his canvas 
and humanity his magnum opus? Are we not 
encircled by artistry? Sunsets burning. Waves 
billowing. 
 

And isn’t the soul his studio? The birthing of 
love, the bequeathing of grace. All around us 
miracles pop like fireflies--souls are touched, 
hearts are changed, and... 
 

Yawn. We miss it. We sleep through it. We 
can’t help it. It’s hard work carrying 
yesterday’s guilt around. 
 

It’s also enough to make you miss the magic 
of life. 
 

Then let’s get rid of the bags! Once and for all, 
let’s give our luggage to him. Let’s take him at 
his word! “Come to me, all of you who are 
weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest” (Matt. 11:28 NLT). 
 

From Traveling Light 
Copyright (W Publishing Group, 2004)  
Max Lucado 
Used with permission 
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Save the Date!! 
 

St. Paul’s 
DOWN ON THE FARM 

Family Picnic 
 

Sunday, September 9 after special 10:00 AM service 
(one service only) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch for more information coming soon! 
 

The prize goes to Louise Hikade  
for spotting the cows first! 
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Dear Members and 
Friends: 
 
In August the church 
celebrates two 
notable lesser 

festivals; Mary, Mother of Our Lord on the 
15th and Bartholomew, Apostle on the 24th. 
 
The church honors Mary with the Greek 
title theotokos, meaning “God-bearer.”  
Origen first used this title in the early 
church, and the councils of Ephesus and 
Chalcedon upheld it.  Luther upheld this 
name title in his writings.  The honor paid 
to Mary as theotokos and mother of our 
Lord goes back to biblical times, when 
Mary herself sang, “from now on all 
generations will call me blessed: (Luke 
1.48).  Mary’s life revealed the presence of 
God incarnate, and it revealed God’s 
presence among the humble and poor.  
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, speaks of 
reversals in the reign of God: the mighty 
are cast down, the lowly are lifted up, the 
hungry are fed, and the rich are sent away 
empty-handed.  The readings for Mary’s 
day are: Isaiah 61.7-11; Psalm 34.1-9; 
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 1.46-55. 
 
Bartholomew is mentioned as one of 
Jesus’ disciples in Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke.  The list in John does not include him 
but rather Nathanael.  These two are often 
assumed to be the same person.  Except for 
his name on these lists of the Twelve, little 
is known.  Some traditions say 
Bartholomew preached in India or Armenia 
following the resurrection.  In art, 
Bartholomew is pictured holding a flaying 
knife to indicate the manner in which he 

was killed.  The readings for 
Bartholomew’s day are: Exodus 19.1-6; 
Psalm 12; 1 Corinthians 12.27-31a;  
John 1.43-51. 
 
I invite you to use these readings on the 
15th and 24th – or over a week – for your 
devotions, listen for God’s voice in these 
readings and what it means for your life. 
 
A reminder for us:  Many of us, when we 
come to worship, appreciate having quiet or 
prayer time before the service begins.  This 
includes council members and officers.  So 
if you have comments or questions about 
church business, please wait until worship 
has concluded, as it can be distracting or 
disconcerting to try to respond before or 
during worship.  Sharing the peace is a time 
to offer a personal word of greeting and 
forgiveness. Thank you very much for your 
thoughtfulness. 
 
God bless you.   
Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Elaine 
 

 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 

Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
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Music Matters  

August 2018 

by Denisemarie Ramos 
 

 

Please Use a Mic 

I respectfully request that when people have 
special announcements to make before 
worship, that they kindly use a microphone. If 
you have an announcement to make, please let 
Pastor or me know, so we can make sure a mic 
is available to you. 

Some of you may never plan on making an 
announcement in church but you can still help 
us in this matter. Please request that speakers 
use a mic.  

I’m going to give you many reasons why 
everyone should be using the mics. Please keep 
in mind that this is not aimed at anyone in 
particular, and that I say all of this with much 
love, because I feel that all of you and what 
you have to say is vitally important to my and 
everyone else’s spiritual life, and how we all 
function together as a community. 

1)  It may be reassuring to you that no one 
answers “NO” when you ask “Can everyone 
hear me?”, but the people who would answer 
“NO” didn’t hear you ask it. 

2)  Even if you have a loud voice, a 
microphone gives your words clarity. This 
helps in a big way. When you are speaking 
loud, you actually don’t enunciate as well, so 
your consonants get muddy. For example, you 
said trip, but they heard chick. In the few 
seconds it took for people to sort out what you 
really said, because it didn’t make sense, you 
are now three sentences ahead, and they are  

lost. Clarity is a key aspect that a mic gives 
you. 

3)  It’s actually not that easy to hear you when 
you are shouting. Some people find it hard to 
concentrate on what you are saying when you 
shout. 

4)  The sound system cuts through ambient 
noise. It allows you to speak with the same 
clarity and strength as a one on one 
conversation. When you use a mic, people can 
still hear you if someone near them is 
whispering or making other noises.  

5)  Obviously some people have better hearing 
than others. Maybe someone is embarrassed, or 
doesn’t realize that they don’t hear as well as 
they once did.  

6)  Just because someone wears a hearing aid, 
it doesn’t mean they hear everything perfectly 
well. 

When using a mic, hold it up to your face, not  
down at your chest. The type of mics we have 
are designed to be close to the source, so they 
don’t pick up other sounds as well. 

Please notice that Pastor Elaine ALWAYS uses 
a microphone. That’s because she knows she is 
speaking the word of God, and it is vitally 
important to our spiritual lives that we hear her.  

I’m going to suggest that in order for us to fully 
participate in St. Paul’s community, we, 
meaning all of us, including those of us sitting 
behind you, need to hear what you are saying 
as well. If you are saying it, we want to hear it. 
So please, use a mic. 
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James had some good advice! 

Last month I spoke about the topic of prayer and how busy families are 
because they are ruled by the “calendoc”.  I assure you, I am still praying.  In 
my last article, I wrote, “I pray for God’s grace to fall on our leaders and 
helpers, and our young people.  Most importantly, may SS influence us so that 
we will be of service to others.”  However, I am praying for more than just 
Sunday School.  OK, more than  VBS, too. Just today, I prayed for Midy and 
Pastor Mangiante’s grandson, Michael.  I sent them the prayer I prayed. 

I wrote about praying because we spend time in Sunday School learning how to talk to 
God.  Talking to God doesn’t have to be eloquent or the “right words”.  It just has to be 
from the heart.  We teach the kids that it’s ok to say, “Hey God, I’m having a ‘no good, 
terrible, very bad day’.  Will you help me?  My mom hollered at me for pushing my 
brother.  What she doesn’t know… he took my DS-iPad-Nintendo-Cube first.  She 
doesn’t even care because she’s on her cell phone. 

Now what?  What do we do after we talk to God?  This coming year in Sunday School, 
we are going to work on taking James’ advice.   

The book of James wasn’t Martin Luther’s favorite book.  However, it has a place for 
living out God’s word.  James wrote in 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not merely 
hearers who deceive themselves.”   

We do important work in Sunday School.  We learn Bible stories; we relate everything 
to the timeline of Jesus.  We learn how to pray; we talk to God in lots of different ways. 
We accept kids with their many personalities and we allow them to “just be” while 
helping to shape their interpersonal skills.  This year, we will focus on applying what we 
learn.  We will talk about our own spiritual growth – how we are transformed and how 
we can influence the world around us through our faith. We will put our faith into 
action.  What makes us a good Sunday School?  Is it the number of kids we have or how 
our Sunday School friends live out the life of Jesus Christ?  

Sunday School is not only a time to discover God’s world; it is a time to discover how 
each of us is blessed to be a blessing and our response to and role in mission, too.    

I ask each of you to pray for us as we embark on this important aspect of faith. Pray for 
us that we can lead and inspire our Sunday School friends to be more than just hearers; 
they can be doers of the Word and true disciples of Jesus Christ. 

I offer a shout out to Team Sunday School!  They are the best role models for being 
doers as James advised and Jesus commanded!  They don’t just hear!  I am thankful 
they are with me in this important work.  

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-2408 

Sunday School ~ Learn and Then Do! 
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Worship Words  

A new feature in the Chimes 
 
Pulpit – Latin: “platform”  The place of 
the Word of God from which the sermon is 
customarily preached. 
 
Lectern – Latin: “reader”  A reading stand 
from which biblical lessons may be read 
during corporate worship. 
 
Ambo – Greek: “pulpit” or “raised up 
place”  A raised platform with a reading 
desk set before the assembly as the place 
for reading and preaching the Word of 
God.  The ambo was introduced as early as 
the fourth century to enable the 
congregation to hear the Word as it was 
proclaimed during the liturgy.  The ambo 
antedates the lectern and pulpit. 
 
Guidelines: Preferably a worship space has 
only one place of the Word, known as an 
ambo, rather than a separate lectern and 
pulpit.  The single ambo reflects the unity 
of the Word of God – Old Testament and 
New Testament, read and preached. 
 
Next month – Assisting Ministers 
 

From Worship Words, R. Van Loon & S. A. 

Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 

 
 

 

 

Sacred Listening 

Group 

 
The first two Sacred Listening 
Group sessions went very 
well. These sessions are a 
time when you may come to 
share your thoughts and/or feelings about 
the ministry here at St. Paul’s. There are 
two more sessions scheduled. 
 
Sunday,  5 August       10:00 – 10:50 am       
 limited to 7 people 
 
Wednesday, 8 August   7:00 – 8:30 pm         
 limited to 10 people 
 
Rules for Sacred Listening 
 
 Begin in silence, end with prayer 
 Speak for yourself only; begin 

sentences with “I” 
 No interruptions or arguments; 

questions only for clarification 
 Make room for everyone to speak 
 Nobody has to speak 
 Maintain confidentiality 
 Let all who enter be received as Christ 
 
You can sign up in the Narthex. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com


4 

 

Social Ministry 

 

Shoe Drive 
 
Did you know 1 in 5 American children is 
in desperate need of shoes? Statics show 
that 15.6% of children under the age of 18 
in New Jersey live in poverty.  That 
number increases to 17.4% for children 5 
and under.  And those numbers don’t 
include “the working poor” - families who 
don’t fall under the poverty line, but are 
struggling to get by. 

 
While we (and other organizations) often 
hold food and clothing drives for those in 
need, shoes are often overlooked. A well-
fitting pair of shoes can make a huge 
difference for a child. They can go outside, 
run, jump and play. They can be kids 
without the worry of a hole in the bottom 
of their shoes letting water in or their toes 
being pinched, making every step hurt. 

 
We are asking for donations of new 
children’s shoes from toddler sizes to size 
6.  The shoes will be distributed to Bridge 
of Peace as well 
as local schools. 
 
Look for the 
“Shoe Box” in 
the narthex! 
 

Thank you! 

 

 

August Food 
Collection 

 

Hunger exists 365 days a 
year, not just during the holiday 
season. Yet food donations slow down to 
dribbles in the spring and then a drought 
during the summer months. The highest 
need for food donations occurs during the 
summer months because of the large 
participation gap between the National 
School Lunch Program and the Summer 
Feeding Program. 

During the school year, nearly 22 million 
children rely on the National School Lunch 
Program for a steady and predictable lunch, 
according to Feeding America. In the 
summer, this daily meal disappears for 
approximately 82 percent of those children 
due to issues relating to transportation, 
location of programs, unsafe areas and 
weather. Parents are forced to stretch their 
tight budgets and rely on food pantries.* 

For that reason, we’ll have a few more 
suggestions for the summer months of: 
shelf-stable boxed meals, canned pastas, 
single serve mac & cheese, shelf-stable 
milk, cereal, crackers, canned meats, 
canned fruit & vegetables. 

All of these can make easy meals and 
snacks for kids. 

As always, all items welcome!   Paper, 
plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. Thank you! 

*FoodandNutrition.org, May 2017 
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We had a blast at VBS 

Where we were 

 

 

 

 

 

July 23-27, 2018 
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I’d love to thank all the members of the 

congregation for the support that provided me the 

opportunity to have such an amazing experience. 

Within the stories and words of others, locals and 

those from far-alike my perspective on the 

amazing Lutheran denomination as a whole, 

changed. The lessons, speakers, and experience 

changed my perspective and strengthened my 

faith & love for God. - Charles Rumberger 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank you all so much for 
supporting us and helping us to on a trip we will 
never forget. The memories we made in Houston 
are ones that will always be in our hearts and that 
couldn’t have happened without your support. - 
Nate Vargas 
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August Youth News 
2018 

 
By Sandy Sambucci 
 
The Youth Gathering was a 

huge success, and they would like to thank 
the congregation for all the support that 
allowed them to have this wonderful 
experience.  The group will start meeting 
in September. This year 7th and 8th 
graders are invited to join the group. They 
will be able to be a part of the next 
gathering in three years. 
 
The six students who attended 
Confirmation Camp had a wonderful, 
sunshiny week.  The theme was “This 
Changes Everything,” and they talked 
about God’s grace. The students had  a 
great time on the rock wall, in the pool, 
doing arts and crafts and singing songs. A 
fun time was had by all! 
 
Mark your calendars for September 9, the 
church picnic.  That Sunday there will be 
only one service at 10:00 am. Thanks to 
Sasha Makuka and Pat Headrick for 
chairing this event.  The following Sunday, 
September 16, will be Rally Day, the start 
of Sunday School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Coming in 

September! 

 

I will begin offering a “Children’s Time” 

during the 9:00 am worship service.  I’ll 

invite the kids who are present to come up 

for a little time—about three minutes—

with the pastor. 

 

I’ll begin on September 9, when we have 

one service at 10:00 am and our church 

picnic afterward worship. 

 

I’ll see you in church, 

Pastor Elaine 

 

 

 

American Red Cross  
Blood Drive 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the American Red Cross Blood Drive on 
July 10!   
 
We were able to collect 15 units for the 
Red Cross.  That can help up to 45 people! 
 
If you weren’t able to make it, you don’t 
have to wait until next year.  Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org to 
find a blood drive near you. 
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SENIOR SNIPPETS 
 
By Clyde Zarkos 
 

TIP OF THE MONTH—Listed below are two publications, each of 
which could enrich your life in many different ways. They can be 
used by one person or an entire family. They can introduce all to 
unbelievable and fun learning experiences.  Use them for yourself or as a gift to a loved 
one. 
 
AARP BULLETIN, Real Possibilities*, published bi-monthly, sent to all AARP 
members (age 50 or over) at no extra charge.  This publication discusses and reviews 
information on: Current News - Money  - Health - Life - Your Vote  - Scams - Safety - 
Discounts - Retirement - and more!.  Be sure to scan each issue  when received so you 
don’t miss any opportunities.  Keep your AARP card in your wallet to save money each 
time you leave home.  
 
Just one example is ‘Senior Discount Tuesday’ at any Regal Theater for all regular 
showings using your free Regal Crown Club Card**.  You can also get a $3 discount on 
any size popcorn and soda purchase by presenting your AARP membership card and 
your Regal Crown Club card. 
 
DISCOVER BURLINGTON COUNTY HISTORY—2018 History Passport Program 
 
This is the second History Passport Program sponsored by our County. The location, 
towns and government infrastructures of Burlington county are important to our state 
and our country from prehistoric settlements to the present.  You can pick up the free 
passport from any library or county facility and start using it today. It provides you with 
a guide to learning how our forbearers and citizens today have worked and continue to 
work so hard and diligently to build the infrastructure  of our country. Too often we take 
this for granted or may not even be aware of it. 
 
There are 30 plus locations to visit!  Visits a few or all!  It will give you a much better 
appreciation of the local area we live in.  The presenters (docents) at each site are very 
knowledgeable and are eager to share their stories with you.  You may be surprised to 
know that you are able tell them your story about the subject which adds to their story. 
 
The passport can be stamped multiple times at county events such as Earth Day or the 
County Fair.  Have your passport handy during your travels, you may already be 
halfway to a site you want to visit.  Be sure of the dates and times they are open.  It can 
be like putting a jigsaw puzzle together.  Just getting to a site can open your eyes to how 
rapidly the landscape of our beautiful county is changing and how many national 
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The youth gathering was an amazing 

experience. The mass gatherings every night 

were super inspiring and motivational. They 

played super fun music and everyone had a 

great time. One thing I will not forget is working 

with refugee children at a summer camp. They 

were being taught bike safety so they could 

safely get around Houston. At the end of the 

camp each kid was given a free bike and 

helmet. Thank you for supporting our trip to Houston! - Kim Platt 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for everything you have done for me 

and just accepting me even when I wasn’t in your 

church. I also want to thank you for helping me 

get to experience this for the second time. It was 

just as incredible as the first. The stories I have 

will take too long to write out and I have 

memories and friendships that will last a lifetime. 

Because of this trip I have decided to try my best 

to volunteer at the next one in Minneapolis in 

2021. - Russell Rosenberg 
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Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to go to 
the 2018 ELCA youth gathering. It was such an 
amazing experience and I’m so blessed to have 
been able to go. My favorite part of the trip was 
our service day where we went to a bike camp for 
middle school aged refugees. This camp was 
designed to educate these kids on bike safety and 
at the end gave each kid their own bike. I loved 
being with these kids and getting to know them. 
They were so excited to be there and it made my 
whole day. Overall, this experience was 

unforgettable and it was amazing to get to know everyone in our 
group as well as meeting people from every state and if I could, I 
would go back in an instant. - Julia Jambor 
 
 
 
 

 
The ELCA youth gathering in Houston was 
nothing short of amazing. Going with a small 
group of 8 is a whole different experience than 
with 24 as we had in Detroit. The first couple of 
days were OK, fun, but nothing special. The third 
day was where I began to have a good time. 
During that day I got the feeling, not of loneliness, 
but boredom of being with the same people. At 
the synod day dinner, I got to sit with an entirely 
different group of people, and it changed my 
experience. The dinner was basic, but two girls in 

the group, Katie and Maddie, gave me their contact info and they 
were people I just met! They both made my experience 3000 times 
better. That was the highlight of my trip, meeting them. If I hadn’t 
jumped at the chance to sit with them what would have happened? 
God was at work and brought us together! - Christian Pilawski 

7 

 

Pastoral Acts for July 
 

Baptisms:  None 

 

Funerals:   Bill Gardner 
 

Weddings:  None 

companies are located here.  Passports can 
be stamped at local parades or events. You 
have opportunities to meet new friends and 
appreciate the varieties of cultures 
represented by us.  Most locations are free, 
some accept offerings, some tours may 
have a charge and very few have an 
admission fee.  If money is tight, check 
ahead. 
 
An example of one site to visit (admission) 
is a small company town whose only 
factory worked 24 hours a day during 
World War II to produce a product that was 
needed in every military aircraft produced 
in the United States.  Without this vital 
product none of the planes would have 
even been capable of flying. 
 
Enjoy your travels, have fun and get your 
passport stamped! 
 
*AARP - membership applications are available as 
close as you mail box, inserts in magazines or going 
online to aarp.org  
 
** You can get your free Crown Club card on your 
next visit to the theater (get it from the service desk 
before buying you ticket) or go online to 
MyRegal.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here at St. Paul’s, we are proud of our 
beautiful church.  The stately brick 
building surrounded by lovely gardens is a 
peaceful sight.  We hope it draws others in 
as well. 
 
But as anyone who has a yard knows, it 
takes a lot of work to maintain, and we 
have a big yard!  Starting in the spring and 
through the fall, you will find Rich Moyer 
here almost every day of the week—
weeding the beds, raking the gardens, and 
collecting sticks and branches.  And when 
he gets around the entire church and the 
Study House, he starts all over again. 

 
Rich also stops several times a week all 
through the year just to do a walk through 
and make sure everything is as it should be. 

 
Thank you, Rich, for all you do to keep 
things going here at St. Paul’s… 
 

We appreciate you!!   
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GETTING READY 
by Nancy Prickett 

 

Getting ready for church in the Prickett 

household started on Saturday night. Shoes 

were polished, clothes selected to wear and 

offering envelops were readied to 

minimize the chaos on Sunday morning. 

One child took on the task to distribute the 

nickels, dimes and quarters from the “cup” 

among the several Sunday School 

envelopes. On Sunday the drill was arise, 

eat, dress, put on your coat, grab your choir 

gown and pick up an offering envelop prior 

to getting into the car by 9:10 AM for 9:30 

AM church. I marvel now how 6, 7, 8, 9, 

or 10 of us got to church on time. It 

happened on a regular basis and for many 

years. 

Time, talent and treasure was a phrase 

and a life lesson learned at St. Paul’s by 

Miriam. She was a lifelong member, 

having been raised in Oakdale, Hainesport. 

When blessings presented themselves to 

Miriam, she invested them wisely, 

remembering her family and her church. 

St. Paul’s was the beneficiary of one of 

Miriam’s life insurance policies. In a letter 

she specified that 90% of the life insurance 

proceeds should be used to reduce St. 

Paul’s mortgage. The other 10% which St. 

Paul’s tithes to the New Jersey Synod, was 

specified to be used for overseas mission 

work. With Miriam’s gift, St. Paul’s is now 

able to reduce its mortgage to one 

remaining payment. 

Getting ready for church and 

preparing for life events requires 

planning. Remembering one’s church 

today helps to insure that the mission of 

the church will continue when we pass 

on to eternal life. Miriam, thank you for 

planning and for your stewardship. 

August Card  

Shower 
 

 

Sometime during the month of August, 

send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 

 

Jane Challendar 

815 Deacon Road 

Hainesport, NJ 08036 
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Friday was our Synod day and the day’s theme was “God’s Grace Changes Everything”. 
 

We spent a few hours together with the entire NJ Synod in fellowship and worship led 
by Bishop Tracie Bartholomew and Larry Olsen. It was a wonderful experience meeting 
and getting reacquainted with others from all over NJ. The mass gathering had several 
very inspirational speakers that evening. Reverend Will Starkweather told of his 
struggles as a young man with self-harm (cutting). The first time he shared his story 
with someone they broke him by telling him he was going to hell. After years of 
depression and more self-harm he got the courage to share his story again. The message 
from this Pastor was “There’s grace for that.” Recovery was now possible, those words 
changed his life!  The other amazing speaker of the evening was Reverend Nadia Bolz-
Weber. Her messages to the youth were “Your current reality is not your ultimate 
reality,” “Grace is God’s source code,” and my personal favorite “ You are 
magnificently imperfect.” She also hit home the fact that grace is a double edged sword, 
“Grace is for everyone, even your enemies.” A very hard fact to swallow.   
 

Saturday was our service day and the theme was “God’s Hope Changes Everything.” 
We had a wonderful service project helping at bike camp. The bike camp was run by 
two organizations for middle school aged refugee children. We played games with the 
kids and helped teach them bike safety. At the end of the camp one of the organizations 
gave each child a bike, helmet and lock! The mass gathering had several awesome 
speakers that night. Jamie and Rebekah Bruesehoff (NJ residents) spoke about 
acceptance and transgender youth. Rebekah shared that transgender kids are just regular 
kids and she would like the church to not just welcome all people but we should 
celebrate all people!  Carson McCuellar talked about his life as an addict from the age of 
10-16 and how God never lost hope even when he did. God’s hope saved him through 
the support of his family and friends and four stays in rehab and now he has been 
substance free for two years. The evening closed with an awesome performance by the 
Christian band Tenth Avenue North. 
 

The Gathering concluded with a massive worship service on Sunday morning led by 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. As you may imagine communing with 30,000+ people is an 
awe inspiring experience. All of us celebrating God’s gifts of love, grace and hope 
through the bread and wine is something we will never forget.  After worship we had a 
relaxing afternoon before returning to NJ later that day physically exhausted yet 
spiritually enriched beyond measure! 
 

Many of the speeches and some of the musical performances are posted on YouTube, 
just type 2018 ELCA youth gathering in the search bar if you would like to view them. 
 

Karen Platt 
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2018 Youth Gathering in Houston Texas 
 

Thanks to St. Paul’s amazingly generous congregation 
we had a fabulous experience at the Gathering! Each 
day had many highlights which were not necessarily 
the same for everyone in the group. Thank you notes 
were written by each of the youth and are on display in 
the narthex as well as published in this issue of the 
Chimes. 
 

Our adventure began very early Tuesday morning June 
26th when we departed St. Paul’s parking lot at 4:45 am for Newark airport. After a 
smooth flight, we arrived in Houston in the early afternoon. We took in an Astros game 
on Tuesday evening and trekked to the Houston Space Center on Wednesday morning 
before the official start of the Gathering on Wednesday evening. 
 

At the first mass gathering, we were able to secure floor seating which allows you to 
move around, interact and meet others. This evening’s message was “God’s Call 
Changes Everything.” One of the featured musicians was Dave Scherer aka “Agape” 
who shared his message with a very enthusiastic crowd. One of the speakers that 
evening, Ginny Owens, has been blind since the age of 3 and spoke about her calling to 
be a singer/songwriter. Her biggest challenge was not blindness, but rather being treated 
differently because she is blind. Another speaker, Rev. Tahina Rasche, spoke about her 
calling to become a pastor in the Lutheran Church. As a college student, who also 
happened to be Hindu, she was invited to a church dinner by a friend. She continued 
going to that dinner every week for a year, then she began attending worship and “God 
showed up.” That invitation changed everything for her! 
 

Thursday’s theme was “God’s Love Changes Everything.” The morning was spent in 
the NRG Center exploring the hundreds of exhibits and many play spaces of Interactive 
Learning. Two memorable things we did as a group were bumper cars (tons of fun) and 
our own NJ synod “Lovestruck” exhibit. Midway through Lovestruck, you pause as a 
group and have a discussion with a moderator. Our youth had a very deep, respectful 
and insightful conversation with conflicting viewpoints which impressed me a great 
deal. 
 

The mass gathering speaker Marlon Hall’s messages were “The love of God is 
continual, it has no beginning or end” and “You were born to make an indelible mark on 
the world that can’t be erased.”  Another speaker, Caroline Meeker, told of her struggle 
with anorexia as a very young girl of 9 and how God’s love helped her fight and conquer 
the disease. The evening concluded with a very energetic performance by the Guardians 
Drum and Bugle Corps. 
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Dear Church Family, 

At one of our Council 
meetings, Pastor Elaine 
suggested we read a book 
called "The Church 
Mouse: Leadership 

Lessons from the Magic Kingdom." It 
compares the way Disney runs its parks 
with a lot of imagination, and how we can 
use the same ideas in our Church.   

It talks about leading and growing the 
Church.  Statements like “You can't dwell 
on past, but look forward to the future.” 
and “Keep everyone focused on our 
mission, be the most friendly and  
welcoming church.”  The book suggests 
things such as Pot Luck dinners that will 
bring people together and let friendships 
grow.   Small groups allow people to really 
get to know one other.  We should all treat 
each other with love and respect, Christian 
like manners.   

The book is very easy to read.  I couldn’t 
put it down. I think all of us, not just 
Council, would benefit from reading this 
book.  It could help us in our transition 
period and lead us forward with the help of 
God. The book really spoke to me, and I 
have enjoyed every page.   

In Peace, 

Lois Uetz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wish to express my thanks to the family 

of St. Paul for all your thoughts, cards and 

prayers that I’m sure helped with the 

healing process of my recent illness.  In 

fact, the therapy seems to have exceeded 

expectations.  That’s what prayer can do. 

Dewayne Guhn 

 

Dear Pr. Quincey, 

Just a note to thank St. Paul’s for 

sponsoring a hole at the 1st Annual 

Rancocas Valley Clergy Association Golf 

Outing.  

It was a great event! 

Fr. Dave (St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 

Mt. Holly) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
  

2 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

3 

 

4 

 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

5 

 

 9:00 AM Worship 

10:00 AM Sacred Listening 

                                 (MR) 

 11:00 AM Worship 

6 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

7 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

8 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Sacred Listening  
                               (MR) 
   

9 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

10 

7:00 PM  Haven Youth (PH) 

11 

 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

12 

 

 9:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Worship 

13 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

14 

10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Property Team Mtg 
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

 

15 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

16 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

17 

 

18 

 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

19 

 

 9:00 AM Worship 

 11:00 AM Worship 

20 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

21 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM Council Meeting 

22 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
  

23 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 

7:30  PM AA (SH) 

24 

7:00 PM  Haven Youth (PH) 

25 

 

5:00 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

26 

 

  9:00 AM Worship 

  11:00 AM Worship 

27 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

28 

10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

39 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

33 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

11:00 AM Thursday Fellowship 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 

7:30  PM AA (SH) 

31 
9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 

2018 

Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 
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2018 Youth Gathering in Houston Texas 
 

Thanks to St. Paul’s amazingly generous congregation 
we had a fabulous experience at the Gathering! Each 
day had many highlights which were not necessarily 
the same for everyone in the group. Thank you notes 
were written by each of the youth and are on display in 
the narthex as well as published in this issue of the 
Chimes. 
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26th when we departed St. Paul’s parking lot at 4:45 am for Newark airport. After a 
smooth flight, we arrived in Houston in the early afternoon. We took in an Astros game 
on Tuesday evening and trekked to the Houston Space Center on Wednesday morning 
before the official start of the Gathering on Wednesday evening. 
 

At the first mass gathering, we were able to secure floor seating which allows you to 
move around, interact and meet others. This evening’s message was “God’s Call 
Changes Everything.” One of the featured musicians was Dave Scherer aka “Agape” 
who shared his message with a very enthusiastic crowd. One of the speakers that 
evening, Ginny Owens, has been blind since the age of 3 and spoke about her calling to 
be a singer/songwriter. Her biggest challenge was not blindness, but rather being treated 
differently because she is blind. Another speaker, Rev. Tahina Rasche, spoke about her 
calling to become a pastor in the Lutheran Church. As a college student, who also 
happened to be Hindu, she was invited to a church dinner by a friend. She continued 
going to that dinner every week for a year, then she began attending worship and “God 
showed up.” That invitation changed everything for her! 
 

Thursday’s theme was “God’s Love Changes Everything.” The morning was spent in 
the NRG Center exploring the hundreds of exhibits and many play spaces of Interactive 
Learning. Two memorable things we did as a group were bumper cars (tons of fun) and 
our own NJ synod “Lovestruck” exhibit. Midway through Lovestruck, you pause as a 
group and have a discussion with a moderator. Our youth had a very deep, respectful 
and insightful conversation with conflicting viewpoints which impressed me a great 
deal. 
 

The mass gathering speaker Marlon Hall’s messages were “The love of God is 
continual, it has no beginning or end” and “You were born to make an indelible mark on 
the world that can’t be erased.”  Another speaker, Caroline Meeker, told of her struggle 
with anorexia as a very young girl of 9 and how God’s love helped her fight and conquer 
the disease. The evening concluded with a very energetic performance by the Guardians 
Drum and Bugle Corps. 
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Dear Church Family, 

At one of our Council 
meetings, Pastor Elaine 
suggested we read a book 
called "The Church 
Mouse: Leadership 

Lessons from the Magic Kingdom." It 
compares the way Disney runs its parks 
with a lot of imagination, and how we can 
use the same ideas in our Church.   

It talks about leading and growing the 
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I wish to express my thanks to the family 

of St. Paul for all your thoughts, cards and 

prayers that I’m sure helped with the 

healing process of my recent illness.  In 

fact, the therapy seems to have exceeded 

expectations.  That’s what prayer can do. 
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Dear Pr. Quincey, 
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Outing.  

It was a great event! 

Fr. Dave (St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 

Mt. Holly) 
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GETTING READY 
by Nancy Prickett 

 

Getting ready for church in the Prickett 

household started on Saturday night. Shoes 

were polished, clothes selected to wear and 

offering envelops were readied to 

minimize the chaos on Sunday morning. 

One child took on the task to distribute the 

nickels, dimes and quarters from the “cup” 

among the several Sunday School 

envelopes. On Sunday the drill was arise, 

eat, dress, put on your coat, grab your choir 

gown and pick up an offering envelop prior 

to getting into the car by 9:10 AM for 9:30 

AM church. I marvel now how 6, 7, 8, 9, 

or 10 of us got to church on time. It 

happened on a regular basis and for many 

years. 

Time, talent and treasure was a phrase 

and a life lesson learned at St. Paul’s by 

Miriam. She was a lifelong member, 

having been raised in Oakdale, Hainesport. 

When blessings presented themselves to 

Miriam, she invested them wisely, 

remembering her family and her church. 

St. Paul’s was the beneficiary of one of 

Miriam’s life insurance policies. In a letter 

she specified that 90% of the life insurance 

proceeds should be used to reduce St. 

Paul’s mortgage. The other 10% which St. 

Paul’s tithes to the New Jersey Synod, was 

specified to be used for overseas mission 

work. With Miriam’s gift, St. Paul’s is now 

able to reduce its mortgage to one 

remaining payment. 

Getting ready for church and 

preparing for life events requires 

planning. Remembering one’s church 

today helps to insure that the mission of 

the church will continue when we pass 

on to eternal life. Miriam, thank you for 

planning and for your stewardship. 

August Card  

Shower 
 

 

Sometime during the month of August, 

send a card of care and  

encouragement to: 

 

Jane Challendar 

815 Deacon Road 

Hainesport, NJ 08036 
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Friday was our Synod day and the day’s theme was “God’s Grace Changes Everything”. 
 

We spent a few hours together with the entire NJ Synod in fellowship and worship led 
by Bishop Tracie Bartholomew and Larry Olsen. It was a wonderful experience meeting 
and getting reacquainted with others from all over NJ. The mass gathering had several 
very inspirational speakers that evening. Reverend Will Starkweather told of his 
struggles as a young man with self-harm (cutting). The first time he shared his story 
with someone they broke him by telling him he was going to hell. After years of 
depression and more self-harm he got the courage to share his story again. The message 
from this Pastor was “There’s grace for that.” Recovery was now possible, those words 
changed his life!  The other amazing speaker of the evening was Reverend Nadia Bolz-
Weber. Her messages to the youth were “Your current reality is not your ultimate 
reality,” “Grace is God’s source code,” and my personal favorite “ You are 
magnificently imperfect.” She also hit home the fact that grace is a double edged sword, 
“Grace is for everyone, even your enemies.” A very hard fact to swallow.   
 

Saturday was our service day and the theme was “God’s Hope Changes Everything.” 
We had a wonderful service project helping at bike camp. The bike camp was run by 
two organizations for middle school aged refugee children. We played games with the 
kids and helped teach them bike safety. At the end of the camp one of the organizations 
gave each child a bike, helmet and lock! The mass gathering had several awesome 
speakers that night. Jamie and Rebekah Bruesehoff (NJ residents) spoke about 
acceptance and transgender youth. Rebekah shared that transgender kids are just regular 
kids and she would like the church to not just welcome all people but we should 
celebrate all people!  Carson McCuellar talked about his life as an addict from the age of 
10-16 and how God never lost hope even when he did. God’s hope saved him through 
the support of his family and friends and four stays in rehab and now he has been 
substance free for two years. The evening closed with an awesome performance by the 
Christian band Tenth Avenue North. 
 

The Gathering concluded with a massive worship service on Sunday morning led by 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. As you may imagine communing with 30,000+ people is an 
awe inspiring experience. All of us celebrating God’s gifts of love, grace and hope 
through the bread and wine is something we will never forget.  After worship we had a 
relaxing afternoon before returning to NJ later that day physically exhausted yet 
spiritually enriched beyond measure! 
 

Many of the speeches and some of the musical performances are posted on YouTube, 
just type 2018 ELCA youth gathering in the search bar if you would like to view them. 
 

Karen Platt 
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Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to go to 
the 2018 ELCA youth gathering. It was such an 
amazing experience and I’m so blessed to have 
been able to go. My favorite part of the trip was 
our service day where we went to a bike camp for 
middle school aged refugees. This camp was 
designed to educate these kids on bike safety and 
at the end gave each kid their own bike. I loved 
being with these kids and getting to know them. 
They were so excited to be there and it made my 
whole day. Overall, this experience was 

unforgettable and it was amazing to get to know everyone in our 
group as well as meeting people from every state and if I could, I 
would go back in an instant. - Julia Jambor 
 
 
 
 

 
The ELCA youth gathering in Houston was 
nothing short of amazing. Going with a small 
group of 8 is a whole different experience than 
with 24 as we had in Detroit. The first couple of 
days were OK, fun, but nothing special. The third 
day was where I began to have a good time. 
During that day I got the feeling, not of loneliness, 
but boredom of being with the same people. At 
the synod day dinner, I got to sit with an entirely 
different group of people, and it changed my 
experience. The dinner was basic, but two girls in 

the group, Katie and Maddie, gave me their contact info and they 
were people I just met! They both made my experience 3000 times 
better. That was the highlight of my trip, meeting them. If I hadn’t 
jumped at the chance to sit with them what would have happened? 
God was at work and brought us together! - Christian Pilawski 

7 

 

Pastoral Acts for July 
 

Baptisms:  None 

 

Funerals:   Bill Gardner 
 

Weddings:  None 

companies are located here.  Passports can 
be stamped at local parades or events. You 
have opportunities to meet new friends and 
appreciate the varieties of cultures 
represented by us.  Most locations are free, 
some accept offerings, some tours may 
have a charge and very few have an 
admission fee.  If money is tight, check 
ahead. 
 
An example of one site to visit (admission) 
is a small company town whose only 
factory worked 24 hours a day during 
World War II to produce a product that was 
needed in every military aircraft produced 
in the United States.  Without this vital 
product none of the planes would have 
even been capable of flying. 
 
Enjoy your travels, have fun and get your 
passport stamped! 
 
*AARP - membership applications are available as 
close as you mail box, inserts in magazines or going 
online to aarp.org  
 
** You can get your free Crown Club card on your 
next visit to the theater (get it from the service desk 
before buying you ticket) or go online to 
MyRegal.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here at St. Paul’s, we are proud of our 
beautiful church.  The stately brick 
building surrounded by lovely gardens is a 
peaceful sight.  We hope it draws others in 
as well. 
 
But as anyone who has a yard knows, it 
takes a lot of work to maintain, and we 
have a big yard!  Starting in the spring and 
through the fall, you will find Rich Moyer 
here almost every day of the week—
weeding the beds, raking the gardens, and 
collecting sticks and branches.  And when 
he gets around the entire church and the 
Study House, he starts all over again. 

 
Rich also stops several times a week all 
through the year just to do a walk through 
and make sure everything is as it should be. 

 
Thank you, Rich, for all you do to keep 
things going here at St. Paul’s… 
 

We appreciate you!!   

 
 
 



6 

SENIOR SNIPPETS 
 
By Clyde Zarkos 
 

TIP OF THE MONTH—Listed below are two publications, each of 
which could enrich your life in many different ways. They can be 
used by one person or an entire family. They can introduce all to 
unbelievable and fun learning experiences.  Use them for yourself or as a gift to a loved 
one. 
 
AARP BULLETIN, Real Possibilities*, published bi-monthly, sent to all AARP 
members (age 50 or over) at no extra charge.  This publication discusses and reviews 
information on: Current News - Money  - Health - Life - Your Vote  - Scams - Safety - 
Discounts - Retirement - and more!.  Be sure to scan each issue  when received so you 
don’t miss any opportunities.  Keep your AARP card in your wallet to save money each 
time you leave home.  
 
Just one example is ‘Senior Discount Tuesday’ at any Regal Theater for all regular 
showings using your free Regal Crown Club Card**.  You can also get a $3 discount on 
any size popcorn and soda purchase by presenting your AARP membership card and 
your Regal Crown Club card. 
 
DISCOVER BURLINGTON COUNTY HISTORY—2018 History Passport Program 
 
This is the second History Passport Program sponsored by our County. The location, 
towns and government infrastructures of Burlington county are important to our state 
and our country from prehistoric settlements to the present.  You can pick up the free 
passport from any library or county facility and start using it today. It provides you with 
a guide to learning how our forbearers and citizens today have worked and continue to 
work so hard and diligently to build the infrastructure  of our country. Too often we take 
this for granted or may not even be aware of it. 
 
There are 30 plus locations to visit!  Visits a few or all!  It will give you a much better 
appreciation of the local area we live in.  The presenters (docents) at each site are very 
knowledgeable and are eager to share their stories with you.  You may be surprised to 
know that you are able tell them your story about the subject which adds to their story. 
 
The passport can be stamped multiple times at county events such as Earth Day or the 
County Fair.  Have your passport handy during your travels, you may already be 
halfway to a site you want to visit.  Be sure of the dates and times they are open.  It can 
be like putting a jigsaw puzzle together.  Just getting to a site can open your eyes to how 
rapidly the landscape of our beautiful county is changing and how many national 
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The youth gathering was an amazing 

experience. The mass gatherings every night 

were super inspiring and motivational. They 

played super fun music and everyone had a 

great time. One thing I will not forget is working 

with refugee children at a summer camp. They 

were being taught bike safety so they could 

safely get around Houston. At the end of the 

camp each kid was given a free bike and 

helmet. Thank you for supporting our trip to Houston! - Kim Platt 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for everything you have done for me 

and just accepting me even when I wasn’t in your 

church. I also want to thank you for helping me 

get to experience this for the second time. It was 

just as incredible as the first. The stories I have 

will take too long to write out and I have 

memories and friendships that will last a lifetime. 

Because of this trip I have decided to try my best 

to volunteer at the next one in Minneapolis in 

2021. - Russell Rosenberg 
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I’d love to thank all the members of the 

congregation for the support that provided me the 

opportunity to have such an amazing experience. 

Within the stories and words of others, locals and 

those from far-alike my perspective on the 

amazing Lutheran denomination as a whole, 

changed. The lessons, speakers, and experience 

changed my perspective and strengthened my 

faith & love for God. - Charles Rumberger 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank you all so much for 
supporting us and helping us to on a trip we will 
never forget. The memories we made in Houston 
are ones that will always be in our hearts and that 
couldn’t have happened without your support. - 
Nate Vargas 
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August Youth News 
2018 

 
By Sandy Sambucci 
 
The Youth Gathering was a 

huge success, and they would like to thank 
the congregation for all the support that 
allowed them to have this wonderful 
experience.  The group will start meeting 
in September. This year 7th and 8th 
graders are invited to join the group. They 
will be able to be a part of the next 
gathering in three years. 
 
The six students who attended 
Confirmation Camp had a wonderful, 
sunshiny week.  The theme was “This 
Changes Everything,” and they talked 
about God’s grace. The students had  a 
great time on the rock wall, in the pool, 
doing arts and crafts and singing songs. A 
fun time was had by all! 
 
Mark your calendars for September 9, the 
church picnic.  That Sunday there will be 
only one service at 10:00 am. Thanks to 
Sasha Makuka and Pat Headrick for 
chairing this event.  The following Sunday, 
September 16, will be Rally Day, the start 
of Sunday School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Coming in 

September! 

 

I will begin offering a “Children’s Time” 

during the 9:00 am worship service.  I’ll 

invite the kids who are present to come up 

for a little time—about three minutes—

with the pastor. 

 

I’ll begin on September 9, when we have 

one service at 10:00 am and our church 

picnic afterward worship. 

 

I’ll see you in church, 

Pastor Elaine 

 

 

 

American Red Cross  
Blood Drive 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the American Red Cross Blood Drive on 
July 10!   
 
We were able to collect 15 units for the 
Red Cross.  That can help up to 45 people! 
 
If you weren’t able to make it, you don’t 
have to wait until next year.  Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org to 
find a blood drive near you. 
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Social Ministry 

 

Shoe Drive 
 
Did you know 1 in 5 American children is 
in desperate need of shoes? Statics show 
that 15.6% of children under the age of 18 
in New Jersey live in poverty.  That 
number increases to 17.4% for children 5 
and under.  And those numbers don’t 
include “the working poor” - families who 
don’t fall under the poverty line, but are 
struggling to get by. 

 
While we (and other organizations) often 
hold food and clothing drives for those in 
need, shoes are often overlooked. A well-
fitting pair of shoes can make a huge 
difference for a child. They can go outside, 
run, jump and play. They can be kids 
without the worry of a hole in the bottom 
of their shoes letting water in or their toes 
being pinched, making every step hurt. 

 
We are asking for donations of new 
children’s shoes from toddler sizes to size 
6.  The shoes will be distributed to Bridge 
of Peace as well 
as local schools. 
 
Look for the 
“Shoe Box” in 
the narthex! 
 

Thank you! 

 

 

August Food 
Collection 

 

Hunger exists 365 days a 
year, not just during the holiday 
season. Yet food donations slow down to 
dribbles in the spring and then a drought 
during the summer months. The highest 
need for food donations occurs during the 
summer months because of the large 
participation gap between the National 
School Lunch Program and the Summer 
Feeding Program. 

During the school year, nearly 22 million 
children rely on the National School Lunch 
Program for a steady and predictable lunch, 
according to Feeding America. In the 
summer, this daily meal disappears for 
approximately 82 percent of those children 
due to issues relating to transportation, 
location of programs, unsafe areas and 
weather. Parents are forced to stretch their 
tight budgets and rely on food pantries.* 

For that reason, we’ll have a few more 
suggestions for the summer months of: 
shelf-stable boxed meals, canned pastas, 
single serve mac & cheese, shelf-stable 
milk, cereal, crackers, canned meats, 
canned fruit & vegetables. 

All of these can make easy meals and 
snacks for kids. 

As always, all items welcome!   Paper, 
plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. Thank you! 

*FoodandNutrition.org, May 2017 
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We had a blast at VBS 

Where we were 

 

 

 

 

 

July 23-27, 2018 



18 

James had some good advice! 

Last month I spoke about the topic of prayer and how busy families are 
because they are ruled by the “calendoc”.  I assure you, I am still praying.  In 
my last article, I wrote, “I pray for God’s grace to fall on our leaders and 
helpers, and our young people.  Most importantly, may SS influence us so that 
we will be of service to others.”  However, I am praying for more than just 
Sunday School.  OK, more than  VBS, too. Just today, I prayed for Midy and 
Pastor Mangiante’s grandson, Michael.  I sent them the prayer I prayed. 

I wrote about praying because we spend time in Sunday School learning how to talk to 
God.  Talking to God doesn’t have to be eloquent or the “right words”.  It just has to be 
from the heart.  We teach the kids that it’s ok to say, “Hey God, I’m having a ‘no good, 
terrible, very bad day’.  Will you help me?  My mom hollered at me for pushing my 
brother.  What she doesn’t know… he took my DS-iPad-Nintendo-Cube first.  She 
doesn’t even care because she’s on her cell phone. 

Now what?  What do we do after we talk to God?  This coming year in Sunday School, 
we are going to work on taking James’ advice.   

The book of James wasn’t Martin Luther’s favorite book.  However, it has a place for 
living out God’s word.  James wrote in 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not merely 
hearers who deceive themselves.”   

We do important work in Sunday School.  We learn Bible stories; we relate everything 
to the timeline of Jesus.  We learn how to pray; we talk to God in lots of different ways. 
We accept kids with their many personalities and we allow them to “just be” while 
helping to shape their interpersonal skills.  This year, we will focus on applying what we 
learn.  We will talk about our own spiritual growth – how we are transformed and how 
we can influence the world around us through our faith. We will put our faith into 
action.  What makes us a good Sunday School?  Is it the number of kids we have or how 
our Sunday School friends live out the life of Jesus Christ?  

Sunday School is not only a time to discover God’s world; it is a time to discover how 
each of us is blessed to be a blessing and our response to and role in mission, too.    

I ask each of you to pray for us as we embark on this important aspect of faith. Pray for 
us that we can lead and inspire our Sunday School friends to be more than just hearers; 
they can be doers of the Word and true disciples of Jesus Christ. 

I offer a shout out to Team Sunday School!  They are the best role models for being 
doers as James advised and Jesus commanded!  They don’t just hear!  I am thankful 
they are with me in this important work.  

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-2408 

Sunday School ~ Learn and Then Do! 
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Worship Words  

A new feature in the Chimes 
 
Pulpit – Latin: “platform”  The place of 
the Word of God from which the sermon is 
customarily preached. 
 
Lectern – Latin: “reader”  A reading stand 
from which biblical lessons may be read 
during corporate worship. 
 
Ambo – Greek: “pulpit” or “raised up 
place”  A raised platform with a reading 
desk set before the assembly as the place 
for reading and preaching the Word of 
God.  The ambo was introduced as early as 
the fourth century to enable the 
congregation to hear the Word as it was 
proclaimed during the liturgy.  The ambo 
antedates the lectern and pulpit. 
 
Guidelines: Preferably a worship space has 
only one place of the Word, known as an 
ambo, rather than a separate lectern and 
pulpit.  The single ambo reflects the unity 
of the Word of God – Old Testament and 
New Testament, read and preached. 
 
Next month – Assisting Ministers 
 

From Worship Words, R. Van Loon & S. A. 

Stauffer, Augsburg Fortress 1995 

 
 

 

 

Sacred Listening 

Group 

 
The first two Sacred Listening 
Group sessions went very 
well. These sessions are a 
time when you may come to 
share your thoughts and/or feelings about 
the ministry here at St. Paul’s. There are 
two more sessions scheduled. 
 
Sunday,  5 August       10:00 – 10:50 am       
 limited to 7 people 
 
Wednesday, 8 August   7:00 – 8:30 pm         
 limited to 10 people 
 
Rules for Sacred Listening 
 
 Begin in silence, end with prayer 
 Speak for yourself only; begin 

sentences with “I” 
 No interruptions or arguments; 

questions only for clarification 
 Make room for everyone to speak 
 Nobody has to speak 
 Maintain confidentiality 
 Let all who enter be received as Christ 
 
You can sign up in the Narthex. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com


2 

Dear Members and 
Friends: 
 
In August the church 
celebrates two 
notable lesser 

festivals; Mary, Mother of Our Lord on the 
15th and Bartholomew, Apostle on the 24th. 
 
The church honors Mary with the Greek 
title theotokos, meaning “God-bearer.”  
Origen first used this title in the early 
church, and the councils of Ephesus and 
Chalcedon upheld it.  Luther upheld this 
name title in his writings.  The honor paid 
to Mary as theotokos and mother of our 
Lord goes back to biblical times, when 
Mary herself sang, “from now on all 
generations will call me blessed: (Luke 
1.48).  Mary’s life revealed the presence of 
God incarnate, and it revealed God’s 
presence among the humble and poor.  
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, speaks of 
reversals in the reign of God: the mighty 
are cast down, the lowly are lifted up, the 
hungry are fed, and the rich are sent away 
empty-handed.  The readings for Mary’s 
day are: Isaiah 61.7-11; Psalm 34.1-9; 
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 1.46-55. 
 
Bartholomew is mentioned as one of 
Jesus’ disciples in Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke.  The list in John does not include him 
but rather Nathanael.  These two are often 
assumed to be the same person.  Except for 
his name on these lists of the Twelve, little 
is known.  Some traditions say 
Bartholomew preached in India or Armenia 
following the resurrection.  In art, 
Bartholomew is pictured holding a flaying 
knife to indicate the manner in which he 

was killed.  The readings for 
Bartholomew’s day are: Exodus 19.1-6; 
Psalm 12; 1 Corinthians 12.27-31a;  
John 1.43-51. 
 
I invite you to use these readings on the 
15th and 24th – or over a week – for your 
devotions, listen for God’s voice in these 
readings and what it means for your life. 
 
A reminder for us:  Many of us, when we 
come to worship, appreciate having quiet or 
prayer time before the service begins.  This 
includes council members and officers.  So 
if you have comments or questions about 
church business, please wait until worship 
has concluded, as it can be distracting or 
disconcerting to try to respond before or 
during worship.  Sharing the peace is a time 
to offer a personal word of greeting and 
forgiveness. Thank you very much for your 
thoughtfulness. 
 
God bless you.   
Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Elaine 
 

 

Pastor Elaine’s Contact Info 

Cell:  609-410-2828 

Office:  609-267-0740 x 21 

Email:  pastorecq@stpaulsh.org 
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Music Matters  

August 2018 

by Denisemarie Ramos 
 

 

Please Use a Mic 

I respectfully request that when people have 
special announcements to make before 
worship, that they kindly use a microphone. If 
you have an announcement to make, please let 
Pastor or me know, so we can make sure a mic 
is available to you. 

Some of you may never plan on making an 
announcement in church but you can still help 
us in this matter. Please request that speakers 
use a mic.  

I’m going to give you many reasons why 
everyone should be using the mics. Please keep 
in mind that this is not aimed at anyone in 
particular, and that I say all of this with much 
love, because I feel that all of you and what 
you have to say is vitally important to my and 
everyone else’s spiritual life, and how we all 
function together as a community. 

1)  It may be reassuring to you that no one 
answers “NO” when you ask “Can everyone 
hear me?”, but the people who would answer 
“NO” didn’t hear you ask it. 

2)  Even if you have a loud voice, a 
microphone gives your words clarity. This 
helps in a big way. When you are speaking 
loud, you actually don’t enunciate as well, so 
your consonants get muddy. For example, you 
said trip, but they heard chick. In the few 
seconds it took for people to sort out what you 
really said, because it didn’t make sense, you 
are now three sentences ahead, and they are  

lost. Clarity is a key aspect that a mic gives 
you. 

3)  It’s actually not that easy to hear you when 
you are shouting. Some people find it hard to 
concentrate on what you are saying when you 
shout. 

4)  The sound system cuts through ambient 
noise. It allows you to speak with the same 
clarity and strength as a one on one 
conversation. When you use a mic, people can 
still hear you if someone near them is 
whispering or making other noises.  

5)  Obviously some people have better hearing 
than others. Maybe someone is embarrassed, or 
doesn’t realize that they don’t hear as well as 
they once did.  

6)  Just because someone wears a hearing aid, 
it doesn’t mean they hear everything perfectly 
well. 

When using a mic, hold it up to your face, not  
down at your chest. The type of mics we have 
are designed to be close to the source, so they 
don’t pick up other sounds as well. 

Please notice that Pastor Elaine ALWAYS uses 
a microphone. That’s because she knows she is 
speaking the word of God, and it is vitally 
important to our spiritual lives that we hear her.  

I’m going to suggest that in order for us to fully 
participate in St. Paul’s community, we, 
meaning all of us, including those of us sitting 
behind you, need to hear what you are saying 
as well. If you are saying it, we want to hear it. 
So please, use a mic. 
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The Last Word 

 

Traveling Light 
by Max Lucado 
 
I fell asleep in the Louvre. 
The most famous museum in the world. The 
best-known building in Paris. Tourists are 
oohing and aahing, and that’s me, nodding and 
snoring. Seated on a bench. Back to the wall. 
Chin to my chest. Conked out. 
 

The crown jewels are down the hall. 
Rembrandt is on the wall. Van Gogh is one 
floor up. The Venus de Milo is one floor 
down. I should have been star struck and wide 
eyed. 
 

Denalyn was. You’d have thought she was at 
Foley’s Red Apple sale. If there was a tour, 
she took it. If there was a button to push, she 
pushed it. If there was a brochure to read, she 
read it. She didn’t even want to stop to eat. 
 

But me? I gave the Mona Lisa five minutes.  
 

Shameful, I know. 
 

But it wasn’t my fault. I like seventeenth-
century art as much as the next guy ... well, 
maybe not that much. But at least I can usually 
stay awake. 
 

But not that day. Why did I fall asleep at the 
Louvre? 
 

Blame it on the bags, baby; blame it on the 
bags. I was worn out from lugging the family 
luggage. We checked more suitcases than the 
road show of the Phantom of the Opera. 
I can’t fault my wife and daughters. They 
learned it from me. Remember, I’m the one 

who travels prepared for an underwater 
wedding and a bowling tournament. It’s bad 
enough for one person to travel like that, but 
five? It’ll wear you out. 
 

You think I’ll ever learn to travel light? 
 

I tell you what. Let’s make a pact. I’ll reduce 
the leather bags, and we’ll both reduce the 
emotional ones. After all, it’s one thing to 
sleep through the Louvre but quite another to 
sleep through life. 
 

We can, you know. Do we not dwell in the 
gallery of our God? Isn’t the sky his canvas 
and humanity his magnum opus? Are we not 
encircled by artistry? Sunsets burning. Waves 
billowing. 
 

And isn’t the soul his studio? The birthing of 
love, the bequeathing of grace. All around us 
miracles pop like fireflies--souls are touched, 
hearts are changed, and... 
 

Yawn. We miss it. We sleep through it. We 
can’t help it. It’s hard work carrying 
yesterday’s guilt around. 
 

It’s also enough to make you miss the magic 
of life. 
 

Then let’s get rid of the bags! Once and for all, 
let’s give our luggage to him. Let’s take him at 
his word! “Come to me, all of you who are 
weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest” (Matt. 11:28 NLT). 
 

From Traveling Light 
Copyright (W Publishing Group, 2004)  
Max Lucado 
Used with permission 
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Save the Date!! 
 

St. Paul’s 
DOWN ON THE FARM 

Family Picnic 
 

Sunday, September 9 after special 10:00 AM service 
(one service only) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch for more information coming soon! 
 

The prize goes to Louise Hikade  
for spotting the cows first! 


