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The Last Word

Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Running Away from the Father
When I was seven years old, I ran away
from home.

usually do. Was I still his son? Apparently
so. (No one else was sitting in my place.)

I'd had enough of my father's rules and
decided I could make it on my own, thank
you very much. With my clothes in a paper
bag, I stormed out the back gate and
marched down the alley.

Had you gone to my father after you had
spoken to me and asked, "Mr. Lucado,
your son says he has no need of a father.
Do you still consider him your son?" What
would my dad have said?

Like the prodigal son, I decided I needed
no father. Unlike the prodigal son, I didn't
go far. I got to the end of the alley and
remembered I was hungry, so I went back
home.

I don't have to guess at his answer. He
called himself my father even when I
didn't call myself his son. His commitment
to me was greater than my commitment to
him.

But though the rebellion was brief, it was
rebellion nonetheless. And had you
stopped me on that prodigal path between
the fences and asked me who my father
was, I just might have told you how I felt. I
just might have said, "I don't need a father.
I'm too big for the rules of my family. It's
just me, myself and my paper bag."

I didn't hear the rooster crow like Peter
did. I didn't feel the fish belch like Jonah
did. I didn't get a robe and a ring and
sandals like the prodigal did. But I learned
from my father on earth what those three
learned from their Father in heaven.

I don't remember saying that to anyone,
but I remember thinking it. And I also
remember rather sheepishly stepping in the
back door and taking my seat at the supper
table across from the very father I had,
only moments before, disowned.

Our God is no fair-weather Father. He's
not into this love-'em-and-leave-'em-stuff.
I can count on him to be in my corner no
matter how I perform. You can, too.

Did he know of my insurrection? I suspect
he did. Did he know of my denial? Dads
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Dear Members and
Friends:

Working the process works. Being
prayerful, thoughtful, and deliberate will
serve you well in the long run, with calling
the best possible candidate to shepherd you
the next five to ten years, so that you can
continue to proclaim the Good News of
God in Christ in Hainesport and beyond.
There will be TT events scheduled through
the coming months – please plan now to
participate. There will be an opportunity
for all members to review and offer
suggestions for the MSP and then the
council will approve the final version and it
will be submitted. Throughout the process
please don’t hesitate to share your thoughts
and ideas or questions with me, TT
members, or council.

Welcome summer!
The warm sun and
gentle breezes feel
so good after our cold and stormy winter. I
pray that all of you will have time for some
relaxation and rejuvenation once the
academic year is completed. May God
bless you and your loved ones this summer.
The Transition Process at St. Paul’s has
begun. Pastor Scott worked with you to
stabilize your core ministry areas following
the departure of the previous pastor. You
all are to be commended for the hard
and important work you did with Pastor
Scott in his sixteen weeks with you. So,
take a deep breath and say together,
“Thanks be to God!” The next step will be
for the Congregation Council to appoint the
Transition Team (TT). I expect the council
to appoint the team at their July meeting.
The TT will then be installed during
worship. The TT will represent a crosssection of the congregation and work to
involve all members in the process. The
Call Committee will be appointed when the
TT has completed the BIG Packet including
the Mission Site Profile (MSP) and
supporting documents that goes to the
Bishop’s office to identify potential
candidates for the permanent call. Again,
the Call Committee will not be appointed
until the council approves the MSP and it is
submitted to the ELCA and New Jersey
Synod office.

Don’t Miss Out!
Sign Up Today!!

On June 29, the Church celebrates the
Lesser Festival of Saints Peter and Paul,
Apostles. I invite you to use the Prayer of
the Day for some of your devotions this
month.
Almighty God, we praise you that your
blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified
you by their martyrdoms. Grant that your
church throughout the world may always
be instructed by their teaching and
example, be knit together in unity by your
Spirit, and ever stand firm upon the one
foundation who is Jesus Christ our Lord,
for he lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God’s peace be with you. Your partner in
the Gospel, Pastor Elaine

We will be deliberate in our process. We
won’t rush, and we won’t dawdle.
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Sunday School ~ Year End Celebration Time!
As I write this article, we are getting ready for our Sunday School Year
End Celebration. By the time you read this, our Year End SS Celebration will have
passed. I am always sad to see SS end.
As I reflect on this past year, we experienced a lot of joy and a lot of accomplishments in
Sunday School. We held Sunday School on those Sundays during school holiday
weekends.
We instituted a Sunday School newsletter, which went up on the bulletin board in the
narthex each week. Our newsletter highlighted our lesson for the day, reviewed the
previous week’s lesson, and included our theme based joke. Q: What did the owl say
about our newsletter? A: It was owwwwwwly fantastic! It also listed upcoming events
such as the presentations by our oldest group.
Our 5th-6th-7th-and 8th graders made several presentations. If you missed “What Day Is It?”
on Ascension Sunday, May 12-13, you missed a great opportunity! Thanks to so many of
our congregation members who commented on their work. One person said, “It looked
like they were enjoying themselves.” Another said, “I thought they all put their hearts into
it.” Another said, “I understand Jesus’ Ascension better now than before. Somehow I
missed that Jesus was with us for 40 days before going to heaven after the tomb. Who
knew?”
The SS Team accepts kids with all their moods, anxieties, personalities, and their funloving ways. We embrace all of our children; we also embrace and love your child, too.
We have opportunities to learn to accept others, and sometimes that just takes time. I
respect our teachers’ efforts to make SS relevant and rewarding!
SS would not be possible without the efforts of many people. Whether we have 7, 15, or
25, it cannot be done with only 1, 2, or 3 people. When you see the SS Team, please offer
a word of gratitude! They are busy people, but they put their time into SS and create an
amazing experience for St. Paul’s children.
Opening:

Krissy Soltesz

PreK – K:

Elaine Jardine, Agnes Kimball, and Steve Louie

Grades 1-2: Jen McLaren, Laurie Maccri, and Nana-Sandy Sambucci
Grades 3-4: Marisa Bozarth and Robin Sperry
Grades 5-6-7-8: Trish Colbridge
Thank you for a special year of learning. I hope our kids will always “HOOT OWL” –
Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! Praise God! We had a lot of praying, a lot of
sharing, a lot of learning, and a lot of fun.
Beverly Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com
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pastor for Christ's ministry in Hainesport.
The five focus areas are: Heritage,
Leadership, Mission, Connections, and
Future. A significant task of this team will
be to prepare the Mission Site Profile (MSP)
to be submitted to the Bishop's Office for use
in identifying candidates for the settled call.
This Team will represent a cross-section of
the congregation: men/women; older/
younger; long-time/newer members; and
folks from all three services. This Team will
be appointed by Council and a list of
potential congregants is being established.
The function/process of a Transition Team is
a strength in the extensive experience of
Pastor Quincey - so we are in very good
hands here!

So, What's The Difference?
I thought it prudent to explain the difference
among three Committees that the
congregation will begin hearing more about
in the near future - and how these
Committees differ. If there is one of interest
to you, seek out a Council representative and
let them know!
MUTUAL MINISTRY:
This Committee - which is required of all
ELCA congregations - has been in
hibernation for some time but has reemerged to function again. In some churches
it is call a Staff Support committee and some
simply refer to it as a Personnel committee
(although this name limits the full value of
its function). The primary purpose of the
Mutual Ministry Committee is to affirm and
strengthen the mission of the congregation
and the ministry of the staff. This is done
through:

Listening and clarifying

Sharing and communicating

Reviewing and reflecting

CALL COMMITTTEE:

This Team - which is smaller than the
Transition Team - utilizes the directives
established in the previously mentioned
Mission Site Profile (MSP) to guide their
evaluation in reviewing potential candidates
identified by the Bishop who are within the
Roster list of clergy. It is important to
remember the word "Discernment" here for
both a candidate and our congregation: a)
Thank you to Ann Macintosh, Joy Lynch,
Carl Brink, and Andy Opperman for stepping identity & purpose; b) gifts & resources; c)
context & needs. The Call Committee is
forward and revitalizing this group. Thank
you to Councilperson Claudia O'Malley for appointed by Council once the BIG packet,
including MSP, is submitted to the Bishop’s
providing guidance to help bring the Team
office.
back from hibernation.
You can also learn more about these groups
and their function by
visiting the ELCA
website to review their
resources and in some
cases video explanations.

TRANSITION TEAM:

Borrowing verbiage from Pastor Quincey's
Council handouts - the Transition Team, in
conjunction with the Council and Interim
Pastor will, together, guide the congregation
through the five focus areas of interim
ministry, so that the people of St. Paul’s will Jeffrey Alexander Council VP
be prepared to call the most appropriate
3

June Food Collection
Suggestions for this month: fruit cups,
healthy snacks, peanut butter, jelly, 100%
juice boxes.
As always, all items welcome!

Baby Bottle Collection

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also
We will continue to collect baby bottles
needed.
filled with change, as well as baby supplies
and maternity clothes for the Crossroads
Please place the items on
Capable Adolescent Mothers program.
the hutch in the narthex.
Thank you!
The Capable Adolescent Mothers (CAM)
program is a residential facility for
pregnant and parenting teen moms between
the ages of 16—20. The program helps to
teach what it means to be a responsible
parent, how to care for an infant, and how
to establish practical goals to get their lives
back on track.
The collection will go through Father’s
Day weekend. You can put your donations
in the bassinet in the narthex.
Items needed:


Baby bottles (new)



Supermarket gift cards for formula



Disposable diapers



Baby shampoo, lotion, wipes



Infant toys



Onesies, bibs



Cribs and mattresses



Car seats and high chairs

Please don’t forget about the 9:00 am band,
Same Spirit. The don’t take a break over
the summer, they are here week after week
in July and August leading worship, and
they won’t get a week off until Praise Band
returns in September. I am in awe of their
dedication and the joy they bring to this
ministry.

Music Matters
June 2018
by Denisemarie Ramos

Music Matters, Love Matters
June is coming and music matters are
winding down for our bell and vocal
choirs. We have had an amazing year of
music, prayer, so many songs and hymns,
and so much joy in showing honor to God
with this activity that has been used to
worship the Creator since ancient times.
The legacy of worship through song is one
that we hold sacred at St. Paul’s, and with
over sixty volunteers, our love for God
through music is a solid part of our
church’s life.

In the meantime, it’s still June, so look for
all the choirs, Bell Choir and Praise Band
to give one more appearance before the
summer break.
I want to thank all of you who have made
music possible in this 2017-2018 season.
We have had a lot of new members over
the past year, and this has increased the
level of music available to us. Mostly I’m
just always impressed that all the people of
our music ministry are kind, thoughtful and
generous people, who I love worshipping
with. So thank you, Chapel Choir, Chi Rho
Choir, Chorale, Christus Choir, Bell Choir,
Praise Band and Capstone, Krissy Soltesz
and Jackie Smith. I see God in your hearts
and your music.

At the center of all this activity are two
ladies, Krissy Soltesz and Jackie Smith.
This year would not have been possible
without them. None of us do this alone, in
all three choirs, Praise Band, and the 9:30
band you will find them supporting,
singing and most importantly conducting!
This is a blessed ministry and it takes all
three of us to keep it together, so I am
endlessly thankful to Jackie and Krissy for
their hard work and dedication.
The work continues over the summer as the
three of us plan out all of next year’s
programs, plus take many hours to pick the
right music and fit all the pieces together.
We are looking to combine groups even
more than we did this year. We will also be
doing some outreach, so you’ll see the
Children’s Choirs working with Sunday
School and The Chorale singing at some
community events.
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Youth News
Congratulations to JJ Soltesz,
Zachary Catanzariti, Hanna
Reed, Colin Davis, Emily Izzo,
and Alek Kimball on their
Affirmation of Baptism held at the 11:00
am service on May 20. What a blessing!
Many thanks to Jason Reed and Bev
Grazioli for their dedication to this
Catechism Class.
So far, four students have signed up for
Confirmation Camp this July 8-14th. A
huge thank you to Krissy Soltesz for
chaperoning this event. The yard sale
raised $1700 to help defray the cost of
camp. Many thanks to Marisa Bozarth for
organizing the yard sale and to everyone
who helped with the set-up, clean-up and
donations!

NJ Synod
Wurffel College
Loan Fund
Application forms are
now available for the NJ Synod Wurffel
College Loan Fund. Loans are for
undergraduate study only. Any member of
a NJ Synod, ELCA, congregation planning
to attend or enrolled in a matriculated
program of study in an accredited 4-year or
2-year college or university may apply.
Priority of consideration is given on the
basis of financial need and activity in the
life of the church. Further information and
application forms are available in the
church office. Deadline for application is
June 15.

Congratulations to Christian Pilawski, the
recipient of our four-year college
scholarship!

I thought everyone would be interested in knowing what the Acme/Shoprite cards have
paid for around the church. With these difficult financial times here at St. Paul's, the
card money has been very helpful, saving the church on extra unplanned costs. The
2018 report was prepared before the money was paid to have the dishwasher repaired in
our kitchen.
Look for Sharyn Lyden or I on the first and third of every month. We usually have the
cards with us every week, so they are available on the off weeks as well. You can also
call me, and I will be sure to get a card to you if you miss us at church. A very big thank
you to all whom participate. Your church really appreciates your participation in this
ministry.
In Peace,
Lois Uetz
(609) 261-0125

ShopRite/Acme Report of Payments
2017

The Houston Youth Gathering is right
around the corner. Thank you, again, to
Wrapped in Love
everyone who supported the Flower Sale
June 16 & 17
where profits rose to over $730. Many
thanks to everyone who supported the
Celebrating all High
Book and Bake Sale. Because of all of
School Graduates
your generosity the cost per student was
kept to a minimum. The fundraisers
covered the cost of the airfare, hotel, food, Each high school graduate receives a quilt
airport transportation and expenses for the handmade by our Needle & Thread Group. If
you or your child will be a High School
adult leaders. We are SO appreciative!
Please keep both groups in your prayers
for safe travels and a fun-filled, rewarding
and blessed week.

ShopRite / Acme Gift Cards

Graduate this year and would like to
participate in this Faith Milestone, please
contact the church office by June 5.
For this Milestone, we need a picture for the
bulletin board! You can email pictures to
stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop one at
the office.
12

Lights for Parish Hall
Electrical Work
PH A/C Repaired
Air Fare/Shelly Satran
Shelly Satran/Supply
Shelly Satran/Hotel
Rip Hoffman/Travel, Supply
David Jones/Supply
Bob Swartz/Supply
Total

ShopRite/Acme Report of Payments
2018*

208.40
95.00
817.57
223.95
325.00
262.00
463.03
350.00
350.00

Salmon Plumbing
Permit / Plumbing
Permit / Electrical
Permit / Installation
Naughton Electric
1st Defense Fire

240.00
140.00
71.00
153.00
1300.00
3000.00

Total

4904.00

*All above expenses are for the new fire
suppression system above the stove.

3095.63

Total for 2017 & 2018—$7999.63
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WAWA WELCOME AMERICA
June 28 thru July 4, 1650 Market Street, Philadelphia
A ‘FREE’ multi-day festival with multicultural and multigenerational
events celebrating America’s birthday in Philadelphia. Fireworks
displays, concerts, museum days, community events, outdoor movie
screenings, and block parties are all FREE!
For information: 215-546-5424 or https://welcomeamerica.com
LOOK GOOD FEEL BETTER—June 18, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Where: Cooper Clock Tower, 931 Centennial Blvd., Voorhees
Free program is offered by the American Cancer Society and hosted by the MD
Anderson Cancer Center at Cooper to help women undergoing cancer treatment learn to
cope with the appearance-related side effects of treatment and regain a sense of selfconfidence.
For information: www.lookgood-feelbetter.org.
TIP OF THE MONTH - SAVE ON AUTO INSURANCE FOR TEENS*
To save on car insurance for your new teen driver, add him or her to your existing policy
instead of taking out a new policy, that way your discounts pass through to him or her.
Be sure to tell your insurer if your teen goes to college more than 100 miles away and
does not take a car. Your premiums will go down, but the teen will still be covered
when home.

Dear Friends at St Paul`s,
I would like to thank everyone for all
the cards and letters sent to my Dad, Walt
Cliver, for his birthday. He certainly felt
special! While his memory is fading, he
still remembers most of you!
As Walt`s secretary, I apologize for taking so long to send this Thank You......you
know how hard it is to find good help these
days.
Daddy and I wish you all a safe enjoyable summer.
Blessings and Love to All

Insist that your teen take a defensive-driving course, both for safety and to lower
insurance rates. The course should be taken before the policy renewal date to avoid a
long wait for the discount to become effective at the next renewal date.

June Card Shower

If you are buying your teen a car, get one with as many safety features as possible.
Avoid sports cars and SUV’s which cost more to insure.

Nancy McKeown
Masonic Home
Room 313N
902 Jacksonville Road
Burlington, NJ 08016

When a teen reaches 18, he or she may get a better deal by buying their own insurance
policy.
Finally shop around for insurance, costs for teens vary widely.
* CBSNews, CBSNews.com
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How Do I Get in Touch
with Pastor Elaine?
You can call or text her:
609-410-2828
The Council, parents, and congregation
would like say thank you to our Sunday
school teachers for being part of the
Christian Education team and helping to
guide the youth of St Paul's in their
continued growth of faith. This is a vital
program for our congregation and for our
obligation of doing the work of Jesus as he
requested of us!

You can call the office:

On May 18, 2018, we were awarded
the Burlington County History
Recognition Award for Published
History for our 150th Anniversary Book. Do you have everything you need?
You come to church on the weekend, say
hello and sit down. Oops, you forgot to
write your check, you need a pen! No
problem, there’s one in the pew.

Thank you and congratulations to
everyone who worked so hard to put
that book together!

609-267-0740

You forgot your envelope. There’s a
special offering you wanted to make. No
problem, there are envelopes right there in
front of you.

Krissy Soltesz

Your kids are bored, but you don’t want to
break out the electronics. No problem,
there’s scribble paper. They can draw or
play tic-tac-toe.

Elaine Jardine
Agnes Kimball
Steve Louie
Jen McLaren

If you’ve ever wondered how it all
happens, we have the answer. Every
Friday, Dewayne Guhn comes to church
and checks every pew, adding new supplies
where they are needed. Dewayne makes
sure you have everything you need.

You can email her:

Laurie Maccri
Sandy Sambucci

pastorecq@stpaulsh.org

Marisa Bozarth
Robin Sperry
Trish Colbridge

Pastoral Acts for May

Thank you Dewayne!
We appreciate you!

Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Weddings: None
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
Church Bldg
H - Hearth Room
M - Music Room
N - Narthex
O - Church Office
PH - Parish Hall

3

4
9:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
6:30 PM Sr Hi Youth Group
(SH)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (M)

Thu
Ed - Education
Wing
S - Sanctuary
Study House (SH)
C - Conference
Room

G - Great Room
L - Library
Q - Quilt Room
B - Basement

Fri

Sat

1

2

6:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
7:00 PM Haven Youth (PH)

2:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
5:00 PM Worship
7:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)

5

6

7

8

9

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH)
6:15 PM Praise Band (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

6:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
7:00 PM Haven Youth (PH)

11:00 AM Harold Yoos Funeral
1:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)
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11

12

13

14

15

16

9:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM VBS Training (PH)
1:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
10:00 AM Shawl Sharers (MR)
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (M)

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:00 PM Property Team
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)
7:00 PM VBS Training

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH)
6:15 PM Bell Choir (S)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

6:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
7:00 PM Haven Youth (PH)

1:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital (S)
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

Praise Band

17
9:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Worship
6:30 PM Sr Hi Youth Group
(SH)

18
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (M)

Chimes Articles Due

Wrapped in Love

19

20

21

22

23

7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone
7:30 PM Congregation Council

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

7:00 PM Haven Youth (PH)

5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

26

27

28

29

30

10:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

9:00 Chimes Assembly (MR)
7:00 PM Haven Youth (PH)

5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

Wrapped in Love

24
9:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Worship

25
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (M)
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Thank you Dewayne!
We appreciate you!
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Finally shop around for insurance, costs for teens vary widely.
* CBSNews, CBSNews.com
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Youth News
Congratulations to JJ Soltesz,
Zachary Catanzariti, Hanna
Reed, Colin Davis, Emily Izzo,
and Alek Kimball on their
Affirmation of Baptism held at the 11:00
am service on May 20. What a blessing!
Many thanks to Jason Reed and Bev
Grazioli for their dedication to this
Catechism Class.
So far, four students have signed up for
Confirmation Camp this July 8-14th. A
huge thank you to Krissy Soltesz for
chaperoning this event. The yard sale
raised $1700 to help defray the cost of
camp. Many thanks to Marisa Bozarth for
organizing the yard sale and to everyone
who helped with the set-up, clean-up and
donations!

NJ Synod
Wurffel College
Loan Fund
Application forms are
now available for the NJ Synod Wurffel
College Loan Fund. Loans are for
undergraduate study only. Any member of
a NJ Synod, ELCA, congregation planning
to attend or enrolled in a matriculated
program of study in an accredited 4-year or
2-year college or university may apply.
Priority of consideration is given on the
basis of financial need and activity in the
life of the church. Further information and
application forms are available in the
church office. Deadline for application is
June 15.

Congratulations to Christian Pilawski, the
recipient of our four-year college
scholarship!

I thought everyone would be interested in knowing what the Acme/Shoprite cards have
paid for around the church. With these difficult financial times here at St. Paul's, the
card money has been very helpful, saving the church on extra unplanned costs. The
2018 report was prepared before the money was paid to have the dishwasher repaired in
our kitchen.
Look for Sharyn Lyden or I on the first and third of every month. We usually have the
cards with us every week, so they are available on the off weeks as well. You can also
call me, and I will be sure to get a card to you if you miss us at church. A very big thank
you to all whom participate. Your church really appreciates your participation in this
ministry.
In Peace,
Lois Uetz
(609) 261-0125

ShopRite/Acme Report of Payments
2017

The Houston Youth Gathering is right
around the corner. Thank you, again, to
Wrapped in Love
everyone who supported the Flower Sale
June 16 & 17
where profits rose to over $730. Many
thanks to everyone who supported the
Celebrating all High
Book and Bake Sale. Because of all of
School Graduates
your generosity the cost per student was
kept to a minimum. The fundraisers
covered the cost of the airfare, hotel, food, Each high school graduate receives a quilt
airport transportation and expenses for the handmade by our Needle & Thread Group. If
you or your child will be a High School
adult leaders. We are SO appreciative!
Please keep both groups in your prayers
for safe travels and a fun-filled, rewarding
and blessed week.

ShopRite / Acme Gift Cards

Graduate this year and would like to
participate in this Faith Milestone, please
contact the church office by June 5.
For this Milestone, we need a picture for the
bulletin board! You can email pictures to
stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop one at
the office.
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Lights for Parish Hall
Electrical Work
PH A/C Repaired
Air Fare/Shelly Satran
Shelly Satran/Supply
Shelly Satran/Hotel
Rip Hoffman/Travel, Supply
David Jones/Supply
Bob Swartz/Supply
Total

ShopRite/Acme Report of Payments
2018*

208.40
95.00
817.57
223.95
325.00
262.00
463.03
350.00
350.00

Salmon Plumbing
Permit / Plumbing
Permit / Electrical
Permit / Installation
Naughton Electric
1st Defense Fire

240.00
140.00
71.00
153.00
1300.00
3000.00

Total

4904.00

*All above expenses are for the new fire
suppression system above the stove.

3095.63

Total for 2017 & 2018—$7999.63
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June Food Collection
Suggestions for this month: fruit cups,
healthy snacks, peanut butter, jelly, 100%
juice boxes.
As always, all items welcome!

Baby Bottle Collection

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also
We will continue to collect baby bottles
needed.
filled with change, as well as baby supplies
and maternity clothes for the Crossroads
Please place the items on
Capable Adolescent Mothers program.
the hutch in the narthex.
Thank you!
The Capable Adolescent Mothers (CAM)
program is a residential facility for
pregnant and parenting teen moms between
the ages of 16—20. The program helps to
teach what it means to be a responsible
parent, how to care for an infant, and how
to establish practical goals to get their lives
back on track.
The collection will go through Father’s
Day weekend. You can put your donations
in the bassinet in the narthex.
Items needed:


Baby bottles (new)



Supermarket gift cards for formula



Disposable diapers



Baby shampoo, lotion, wipes



Infant toys



Onesies, bibs



Cribs and mattresses



Car seats and high chairs

Please don’t forget about the 9:00 am band,
Same Spirit. The don’t take a break over
the summer, they are here week after week
in July and August leading worship, and
they won’t get a week off until Praise Band
returns in September. I am in awe of their
dedication and the joy they bring to this
ministry.

Music Matters
June 2018
by Denisemarie Ramos

Music Matters, Love Matters
June is coming and music matters are
winding down for our bell and vocal
choirs. We have had an amazing year of
music, prayer, so many songs and hymns,
and so much joy in showing honor to God
with this activity that has been used to
worship the Creator since ancient times.
The legacy of worship through song is one
that we hold sacred at St. Paul’s, and with
over sixty volunteers, our love for God
through music is a solid part of our
church’s life.

In the meantime, it’s still June, so look for
all the choirs, Bell Choir and Praise Band
to give one more appearance before the
summer break.
I want to thank all of you who have made
music possible in this 2017-2018 season.
We have had a lot of new members over
the past year, and this has increased the
level of music available to us. Mostly I’m
just always impressed that all the people of
our music ministry are kind, thoughtful and
generous people, who I love worshipping
with. So thank you, Chapel Choir, Chi Rho
Choir, Chorale, Christus Choir, Bell Choir,
Praise Band and Capstone, Krissy Soltesz
and Jackie Smith. I see God in your hearts
and your music.

At the center of all this activity are two
ladies, Krissy Soltesz and Jackie Smith.
This year would not have been possible
without them. None of us do this alone, in
all three choirs, Praise Band, and the 9:30
band you will find them supporting,
singing and most importantly conducting!
This is a blessed ministry and it takes all
three of us to keep it together, so I am
endlessly thankful to Jackie and Krissy for
their hard work and dedication.
The work continues over the summer as the
three of us plan out all of next year’s
programs, plus take many hours to pick the
right music and fit all the pieces together.
We are looking to combine groups even
more than we did this year. We will also be
doing some outreach, so you’ll see the
Children’s Choirs working with Sunday
School and The Chorale singing at some
community events.

4
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Sunday School ~ Year End Celebration Time!
As I write this article, we are getting ready for our Sunday School Year
End Celebration. By the time you read this, our Year End SS Celebration will have
passed. I am always sad to see SS end.
As I reflect on this past year, we experienced a lot of joy and a lot of accomplishments in
Sunday School. We held Sunday School on those Sundays during school holiday
weekends.
We instituted a Sunday School newsletter, which went up on the bulletin board in the
narthex each week. Our newsletter highlighted our lesson for the day, reviewed the
previous week’s lesson, and included our theme based joke. Q: What did the owl say
about our newsletter? A: It was owwwwwwly fantastic! It also listed upcoming events
such as the presentations by our oldest group.
Our 5th-6th-7th-and 8th graders made several presentations. If you missed “What Day Is It?”
on Ascension Sunday, May 12-13, you missed a great opportunity! Thanks to so many of
our congregation members who commented on their work. One person said, “It looked
like they were enjoying themselves.” Another said, “I thought they all put their hearts into
it.” Another said, “I understand Jesus’ Ascension better now than before. Somehow I
missed that Jesus was with us for 40 days before going to heaven after the tomb. Who
knew?”
The SS Team accepts kids with all their moods, anxieties, personalities, and their funloving ways. We embrace all of our children; we also embrace and love your child, too.
We have opportunities to learn to accept others, and sometimes that just takes time. I
respect our teachers’ efforts to make SS relevant and rewarding!
SS would not be possible without the efforts of many people. Whether we have 7, 15, or
25, it cannot be done with only 1, 2, or 3 people. When you see the SS Team, please offer
a word of gratitude! They are busy people, but they put their time into SS and create an
amazing experience for St. Paul’s children.
Opening:

Krissy Soltesz

PreK – K:

Elaine Jardine, Agnes Kimball, and Steve Louie

Grades 1-2: Jen McLaren, Laurie Maccri, and Nana-Sandy Sambucci
Grades 3-4: Marisa Bozarth and Robin Sperry
Grades 5-6-7-8: Trish Colbridge
Thank you for a special year of learning. I hope our kids will always “HOOT OWL” –
Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! Praise God! We had a lot of praying, a lot of
sharing, a lot of learning, and a lot of fun.
Beverly Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com
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pastor for Christ's ministry in Hainesport.
The five focus areas are: Heritage,
Leadership, Mission, Connections, and
Future. A significant task of this team will
be to prepare the Mission Site Profile (MSP)
to be submitted to the Bishop's Office for use
in identifying candidates for the settled call.
This Team will represent a cross-section of
the congregation: men/women; older/
younger; long-time/newer members; and
folks from all three services. This Team will
be appointed by Council and a list of
potential congregants is being established.
The function/process of a Transition Team is
a strength in the extensive experience of
Pastor Quincey - so we are in very good
hands here!

So, What's The Difference?
I thought it prudent to explain the difference
among three Committees that the
congregation will begin hearing more about
in the near future - and how these
Committees differ. If there is one of interest
to you, seek out a Council representative and
let them know!
MUTUAL MINISTRY:
This Committee - which is required of all
ELCA congregations - has been in
hibernation for some time but has reemerged to function again. In some churches
it is call a Staff Support committee and some
simply refer to it as a Personnel committee
(although this name limits the full value of
its function). The primary purpose of the
Mutual Ministry Committee is to affirm and
strengthen the mission of the congregation
and the ministry of the staff. This is done
through:

Listening and clarifying

Sharing and communicating

Reviewing and reflecting

CALL COMMITTTEE:

This Team - which is smaller than the
Transition Team - utilizes the directives
established in the previously mentioned
Mission Site Profile (MSP) to guide their
evaluation in reviewing potential candidates
identified by the Bishop who are within the
Roster list of clergy. It is important to
remember the word "Discernment" here for
both a candidate and our congregation: a)
Thank you to Ann Macintosh, Joy Lynch,
Carl Brink, and Andy Opperman for stepping identity & purpose; b) gifts & resources; c)
context & needs. The Call Committee is
forward and revitalizing this group. Thank
you to Councilperson Claudia O'Malley for appointed by Council once the BIG packet,
including MSP, is submitted to the Bishop’s
providing guidance to help bring the Team
office.
back from hibernation.
You can also learn more about these groups
and their function by
visiting the ELCA
website to review their
resources and in some
cases video explanations.

TRANSITION TEAM:

Borrowing verbiage from Pastor Quincey's
Council handouts - the Transition Team, in
conjunction with the Council and Interim
Pastor will, together, guide the congregation
through the five focus areas of interim
ministry, so that the people of St. Paul’s will Jeffrey Alexander Council VP
be prepared to call the most appropriate
3

Dear Members and
Friends:

Working the process works. Being
prayerful, thoughtful, and deliberate will
serve you well in the long run, with calling
the best possible candidate to shepherd you
the next five to ten years, so that you can
continue to proclaim the Good News of
God in Christ in Hainesport and beyond.
There will be TT events scheduled through
the coming months – please plan now to
participate. There will be an opportunity
for all members to review and offer
suggestions for the MSP and then the
council will approve the final version and it
will be submitted. Throughout the process
please don’t hesitate to share your thoughts
and ideas or questions with me, TT
members, or council.

Welcome summer!
The warm sun and
gentle breezes feel
so good after our cold and stormy winter. I
pray that all of you will have time for some
relaxation and rejuvenation once the
academic year is completed. May God
bless you and your loved ones this summer.
The Transition Process at St. Paul’s has
begun. Pastor Scott worked with you to
stabilize your core ministry areas following
the departure of the previous pastor. You
all are to be commended for the hard
and important work you did with Pastor
Scott in his sixteen weeks with you. So,
take a deep breath and say together,
“Thanks be to God!” The next step will be
for the Congregation Council to appoint the
Transition Team (TT). I expect the council
to appoint the team at their July meeting.
The TT will then be installed during
worship. The TT will represent a crosssection of the congregation and work to
involve all members in the process. The
Call Committee will be appointed when the
TT has completed the BIG Packet including
the Mission Site Profile (MSP) and
supporting documents that goes to the
Bishop’s office to identify potential
candidates for the permanent call. Again,
the Call Committee will not be appointed
until the council approves the MSP and it is
submitted to the ELCA and New Jersey
Synod office.

Don’t Miss Out!
Sign Up Today!!

On June 29, the Church celebrates the
Lesser Festival of Saints Peter and Paul,
Apostles. I invite you to use the Prayer of
the Day for some of your devotions this
month.
Almighty God, we praise you that your
blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified
you by their martyrdoms. Grant that your
church throughout the world may always
be instructed by their teaching and
example, be knit together in unity by your
Spirit, and ever stand firm upon the one
foundation who is Jesus Christ our Lord,
for he lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God’s peace be with you. Your partner in
the Gospel, Pastor Elaine

We will be deliberate in our process. We
won’t rush, and we won’t dawdle.
2
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The Last Word

Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Running Away from the Father
When I was seven years old, I ran away
from home.

usually do. Was I still his son? Apparently
so. (No one else was sitting in my place.)

I'd had enough of my father's rules and
decided I could make it on my own, thank
you very much. With my clothes in a paper
bag, I stormed out the back gate and
marched down the alley.

Had you gone to my father after you had
spoken to me and asked, "Mr. Lucado,
your son says he has no need of a father.
Do you still consider him your son?" What
would my dad have said?

Like the prodigal son, I decided I needed
no father. Unlike the prodigal son, I didn't
go far. I got to the end of the alley and
remembered I was hungry, so I went back
home.

I don't have to guess at his answer. He
called himself my father even when I
didn't call myself his son. His commitment
to me was greater than my commitment to
him.

But though the rebellion was brief, it was
rebellion nonetheless. And had you
stopped me on that prodigal path between
the fences and asked me who my father
was, I just might have told you how I felt. I
just might have said, "I don't need a father.
I'm too big for the rules of my family. It's
just me, myself and my paper bag."

I didn't hear the rooster crow like Peter
did. I didn't feel the fish belch like Jonah
did. I didn't get a robe and a ring and
sandals like the prodigal did. But I learned
from my father on earth what those three
learned from their Father in heaven.

I don't remember saying that to anyone,
but I remember thinking it. And I also
remember rather sheepishly stepping in the
back door and taking my seat at the supper
table across from the very father I had,
only moments before, disowned.

Our God is no fair-weather Father. He's
not into this love-'em-and-leave-'em-stuff.
I can count on him to be in my corner no
matter how I perform. You can, too.

Did he know of my insurrection? I suspect
he did. Did he know of my denial? Dads
16
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