The Last Word
Welcome to “The Last Word” - each month we’ll include something we hope you will
find informative and inspirational! Enjoy!

THE CHIMES - January 2018
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

God is Good

There’s a reason the windshield is bigger than the rearview mirror. Your future
matters more than your past!
God’s grace is greater than your sin. You thought the problem was your
calendar, your marriage, or your job. In reality, it may be unresolved guilt. Don’t
indulge it! Don’t drown in the bilge of your own condemnation. What you did
was not good. But your God is good and He will forgive you. He is ready to
write a new chapter in your life. Say with Paul, “Forgetting the past and looking
forward to what lies ahead, I strain to reach the end of the race and receive the
prize for which God is calling us” (Philippians 3:13-14 TLB).
Your salvation has nothing to do with your work and everything to do with the
finished work of Christ on the cross. Rejoice in the Lord’s mercy!
Read more Anxious for Nothing (by Max Lucado)
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Source: MaxLucado.com
Copyright September 20, 2017 Max Lucado
Used by permission
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Once again, the evangelical mission of the
Christ,
church was carried out.
But a Saturday service, two Sunday
A New Year brings new
morning services, and a Sunday night service
worship opportunities! Now that we are
began to be a drain on the pastoral energies.
getting used to the new schedule for Sunday
The Sunday night service was moved into the
morning, we will adopt a new schedule for
9:30 time frame, and Sunday School was
Saturday night as well. Starting January 6, our wiggled around to allow students and teachers
Saturday night service will begin at 5:00 PM.
to worship at either 9:30 or 11 and still receive
This way, especially in the winter months,
Christian education. We knew the alternative
people can arrive at church while there is still
style of the Sunday night service would attract
some daylight.
people, even on a Sunday morning, so, once
One of the things that this congregation again, the change was made to further the
is good at is being flexible for the sake of
mission of the church, making the best use of
mission. Decades ago, the Saturday night
the resources with which God blessed us.
service was established to meet the worship
Our worship service schedule now is
needs of people who, because of job
an effort to bring as many people together in
commitments, could not worship on a Sunday one place at one time as possible. As worship
morning. The other mitigating factor was that
attendance has waned, as it has in so many
the sanctuary at the time (the present Parish
other churches, it no longer made sense to offer
Hall) could not accommodate the crowds at two three services on a Sunday morning. The
services, and Pastor Mangiante was not willing decision to consolidate was not made so much
to overlay a third service with Sunday School, based on musical styles, but on the need to
so Saturday night worship was created. The
bring the family of faith closer together. I have
mission of the congregation – welcome as
had to ignore the complaints of “But that was
many people for worship, educate the young
my service and my service time” to remember
people about the faith – was fulfilled through
that it is our worship and praise of God –
that decision.
together, celebrating the One who has called us
Over ten years ago, Pastor David
together in his name.
Stoner wanted to add a service that would
Will this change work? Will the new
attract seekers; those people who were not
times take hold on people’s schedules? Just two
familiar with traditional worship practices, but more questions to add to your New Year’s list
wanted to sing to the Lord in a new way. We
of “I wonder if this is the year…?” But we are
created the Sunday night worship service,
always reminded that with every new year,
which featured a worship band as opposed to
with every new change, God is with us to guide
the more traditional organ/piano
and direct us. As a congregation, we have
accompaniment for the singing. The service
celebrated that for a century and a half. We
contained a sermon, confession and
look forward to God’s continued presence
forgiveness, Scripture lessons, a creed,
among us in 2018 and beyond.
communion – all the elements of a traditional
Lutheran worship service, only “packaged” in a In peace,
new way. It attracted people who were not
Pastor David Jost
comfortable in our more traditional settings –
and even attracted some Sunday morning folks
who began worshipping twice on a Sunday!
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Order Form for Our Anniversary Book & DVD’s
1. To order, fill in the information below.
2. Make checks payable to ‘St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’
3. Write ‘New Blessings Anniversary Fund’ on your check memo line.
4. Place your completed order form along with your check or cash, for the full
amount, in the box in the Narthex.
5. You will be contacted when your book is available.
6. DVD’s will be available 2 weeks before Christmas.
Name: _________________________________
Phone #: ________________________________
DVD #1 - The 16mm film conversion of the church from
the 1940's & 1950’s
DVD #2 - The 1992 3rd Sanctuary dedication service.
Cost

Anniversary Book

$20.00

DVD #1

$10.00

DVD #2

$10.00

# Ordered

Amt Due

Total Amt Due

Cash ☐

Check #__________

Please Note: Other DVD’s also shown at the Anniversary Tea may be available for
purchase in the future. More information will follow.
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Sunday School ~ Don’t forget— “Yay, God!”
Happy New Year!

service. Sue Carpenter-Bayley assists with
choosing music, and we are learning new
music as well. Melissa Headrick, James
Ryan and I have joined the Praise Band,
and we are looking forward to having a
great year in 2018. It is tentatively agreed
that Jackie Smith will be back to direct the
Bell Choir and conduct our adult vocal
choirs. We welcome her back and look
forward to her musical leadership. We are
all excited to hear our excellent set of bells
and bell musicians fill our sanctuary with
music again. I am thankful to Jackie for
volunteering her time this past fall. Now
I’m happy she will be able to continue
lending her talents in a new position in the
New Year.

Music Matters
January 2018
by Denisemarie Ramos

Last month, I began my article with the eight concepts that are important to
me as a Lutheran. I dare say they are probably important to you, too. The fifth bullet
point, “Jesus is a game changer…” and later my summation, “Jesus is a one Soul for all”
became my inspiration to write the message for St. Pauls’ Christmas Eve-Eve,/Jazmat
Service performed by JJ & Kate Soltesz; Ericka & Ella Soles; Sara Bozarth, Casey
Colbridge, and Kylie Shenton.

Happy New Year

The message was about an angel (Ericka) who wanted to be as important as Gabriel, the
angel who convinced Joseph to marry Mary and the messengers who visit the shepherds.
She tried so hard to impress God that she broke her wing and got kicked out of heaven.
She ends up being somewhat of an outcast without any talent among a bunch of good
friends, all of whom demonstrate their talents in Halosville (JJ, Ella, Kate, Sara, Casey,
and Kylie). They even share that they have a friend named Katie (McLaren) who is her
own sunny, unique self as she has taken a page out of Jesus’ playbook. Erica confesses
that she is an angel with a broken wing after the group points out her flaws. Ericka’s
feelings are spared when JJ assesses the situation. He tells Ericka that her game plan,
along with Mary’s and Joseph’s changed, but God’s game plan remained constant – she
was sent to be among Jesus’ disciples doing God’s most important work. JJ’s friends
realize Jesus is God’s game changer. Then JJ takes off his jersey and reveals his own
wings.

Some people hang a lot of hopes on
the New Year. I would say that I am one of
those people, except that for me it’s true
almost every day, New Years Day included.
At church we have many starts, including
September when a lot of our music groups
Grace Ezze and Nancy Sherlock
re-start after a summer break, and of course
have
joined
our adult choirs and Bobbie
the new church year at Advent. I revel in
Breder
has
joined
the Same Spirit band.
every new beginning.
Josh Rubeo has been playing with Same
In the music department we have
Spirit since last spring.
had a lot of changes, and people are at the
Along with these new positions and
center of these changes. I want to take the
new
people
are a large group of people who
opportunity to acquaint you with the people
have remained true to the music ministry
who have sustained and grown our music
ministry at the end of 2017, and will carry for many years, and I want to extend my
humble thanks to every one of them. If the
us into 2018.
music program at St. Paul’s is an indication
Krissy Soltesz has been a great
of how the rest of the church will come
blessing to me over this past season. She
together to the glory of God in 2018, I
has taken over direction of the children’s
believe we should all have great
choirs and we are all having a blast! The
expectations, and I believe we will not be
choir’s perform monthly. We have 10
disappointed. I’m looking forward to great
children attending regularly, and we are
music at St. Paul’s and a great New Year
expecting two more to join in January, but with all of you.
we have room for plenty more. We meet at
“The steadfast love of the Lord
6:30 on Tuesday nights in the music room,
never
ceases;
his mercies never come to an
so please join us.
end; they are new every morning; great in
Krissy is also lending her musical
your faithfulness.” –Lamentations 3:22-23
talent to directing the Praise Band which is
providing music monthly at the 9am

Thank you to our young people and their parents for supporting this event! Due to timing,
this was practiced outside of SS. And that brings me to the conclusion…
Yes! Jesus was and is still to this day, a game changer! This is why we referred to
Jesus every week from September to November as we learned the Old Testament… Help
Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT, HOOT!
On behalf of Team Sunday School (Krissy Soltesz, Elaine Jardine, Agnes Kimball, Steve
Louie, Laurie Maccri, Jen McLaren, Nana Sambucci, Marisa Bozarth, Robin Sperry and
Trish Colbridge), we wish you and your entire family a super 2018! During your grace
throughout the New Year, say, “Yay, God!” because you are never too old, and Jesus was
and is God’s Game Changer! He is one Soul for all… ! Thanks Be to God!
At St. Paul’s, “Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT HOOT!”
HOOT, HOOT,
Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468
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“2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away; behold, the new has
come.”
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New Service Time
and
Epiphany Celebration

January Card Shower

Save the Date—
Sunday,
February 4

Winter Coat (& Sock) Drive
Do you have a winter coat that sits in your
closet? Has your child outgrown a winter
coat?

Please join us on Sunday, February 4,
after the 11:00 AM service to say
“Farwell!” to Pastor Jost and celebrate
his 23 years of ministry at St. Paul’s.

On the weekend of January 13 and 14 we
will be collecting winter coats. Adult’s
coats will be donated to the Christian
Caring Center in Pemberton, where they
will help out the homeless and less
fortunate in our area. The children's coats
will be donated to Bridge of Peace in
Camden to help the needy children who
accompany their parents at their Food
Pantry who are in need of a coat.

Details to come soon! Can you help?
Contact Pat Headrick at
609-234-7851

Miriam Prickett
902 Jacksonville Rd
Room S112
Burlington, NJ 08016

Saturday, January 6
5:00 PM

This year, we’d also like to add adult size
socks to the drive. New socks are the
number one most needed item of clothing
for homeless people.

Mitten Tree
The Christmas tree will
remain in the narthex for
January and February and
maybe March to receive
donations of mittens,
gloves, hats, scarves and
children’s socks to donate to those in the
area who can use them.

Church Snow Removal
The Property Team is working to
coordinate snow removal from the
sidewalk and entryways to the
church. While the parking lot will be
plowed, we don’t have a service to
perform sidewalk clearing. We need
snow removal helpers. Please contact
the church office if you are able to
contribute to this important work
during the snow season. Thanks for
your willingness to serve!

Coats and socks can be placed in the box
that will be in Narthex that weekend.

Let’s keep the tree full!
4
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Martin Luther King
Community Celebration

Youth News
February 9-11 is the
weekend of the Winter
Youth Assembly at
Camp Fairview Lake in
Stillwater, NJ. Any high
school youth interested Thank you to the eleven women who came
in going should contact to decorate the candles for Christmas Eve.
It has been a long-time tradition to light
Sandy Sambucci ASAP to register.
handheld candles as we sing Silent Night.
A big thank you to all the youth who
helped wrap the gifts from the giving tree
this year. Your help was greatly
appreciated. Many hands make light
work!

Joy Lynch and Joyce Alexander

Super Bowl Sunday the youth will be
baking and selling baked goods. Plans for
a chili dinner to help offset the cost of the
Youth Gathering are underway. Details
will be announced soon.
The annual Fastnacht Pancake Supper is
scheduled for February 13. Tickets will go
on sale shortly.
Meetings this month are scheduled for
January 7 and 21.
Catechism class meets on January 10. On
January 24 the group is meeting at Our
Lady Queen of Peace Roman Catholic
Church.

Congratulations to Bill Lynch, who was
honored by Hainesport Township for
having served 42 years on the Township
Land Use Committee (formerly the
Planning Board).
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Every year, America pauses on
the weekend closest to the
birthday of the Reverend
Doctor Martin Luther King Jr.
to remember his birthday. This year, the
remembrance will be the weekend of January
13 through 15, 2018.

Staff, Council, Teams,

The Rancocas Valley Clergy Association will
once again offer a community dinner at Sacred
Committees:
Heart Roman Catholic Church in Mount Holly
on Saturday night, January 13. Using the theme
Annual Reports Are Due
“Martin Luther King – A Man for All People”,
Dr. Chaz Howard, university chaplain at the
No Later than Wednesday
University of Pennsylvania, will be the speaker
at this dinner. He has chosen “Bridging the
January 17
Gap” as the focus of his presentation. Music
will be provided by the Wagner Alumni Choir
of Philadelphia. Look to our FYI for further
Please turn your report in to the church office.
information about this dinner.
E-mail is preferred, but printed reports
The next day, we have the honor of hosting the
community worship service, which will begin
will also be accepted.
at 6:30 PM in our sanctuary. Rabbi Tiferet
Berenbaum, newly appointed rabbi at Temple
Har Zion, will be our keynote speaker for this
service. She will bring us a unique perspective
into her faith journey – an African American
Celebration of Baptism–
woman raised in the Baptist tradition, attended
Presentation of Faith Chests Catholic parochial school in her youth,
converted to Judaism as an adult and is now a
rabbi! The choir from Rancocas Valley
Those infants and young children (5 years and Regional High School will be our music
leaders for this service.
younger) who were baptized in 2017 will
On Monday, Martin Luther King Day itself, the
receive faith chests on the weekend of the
Friends Meeting House in Mount Holly will be
Baptism of Our Lord—January 7. Come and
offering an “open mic” session during the day
celebrate with them and their families!
for people to come and speak about the impact
of Dr. King on their own lives.
This presentation is part of
At the Saturday and Sunday events, a free will
the Milestones Ministries
offering will be collected to assist the clergy
Celebrated at St. Paul’s.
association in its on-going social ministry
efforts in all of the surrounding neighborhoods.
5

Technology
Ministry

Christmas Gift Cards

Senior Snippets

A thank you to our brothers and
sisters at St. Paul’s

By Clyde Zarkos

People With Disabilities Service Dog Courtesy*
Do not ask about the person’s disability. To do so is rude. HIPPA
laws protect the person’s right to privacy.
When a service dog has its jacket on it is no longer a pet. It is work time and it takes its
job seriously. It is there to protect its person.
You may ask to pet the dog. Don’t assume it will be allowed. If given permission, the
dog should be scratched under the chin only, unless told otherwise.
*BCT, Dear Abby, October 13, 2017

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group
First Thursday of month—1 PM – 2 PM,
Second Thursday of month- 6 PM – 7 PM
at Brookdale Alzheimer Facility, 480 Woodlane Rd., Westampton
Questions call Deb Taylor 609-877-0555
Extra Social Security Benefits for Some Veterans
DD 214 Form benefits are for anyone who has served active duty Military Service
between January 1957 to December 2001. It is NOT just for retirees. Social Security
Benefits can be increased up to $1,200 per year served in this period.

Thank you to everyone who participated in
the Christmas gift card fundraiser! The
profit this year for the cards sold was $566.
These monies go in to the same account as
the Acme/ShopRite gift cards. We used
these funds for several things to be repaired
around the church, including the air
conditioner and lights in the Parish Hall.
They also paid for most of our visiting
pastors during our 150th Celebration year
at St. Paul’s

Are you a computer
whiz? Do you like
technology? Would
you like to use your
computer knowledge to help with a new
ministry for the congregation?

We are re-establishing a Technology
Ministry to serve as background support
for computers, phones, sound equipment
and more! First order of business—contact
Jeffrey Alexander at (609) 261-1760 or
jeffalexander007@verizon.net if you’re
Thank you again for your participation, and interested. Second order of business—
please consider your continued support by inventory all of our technology! No stress,
purchasing Acme/ShopRite cards
just fun!
throughout the year.
In Peace,
Lois Uetz

Important! You must bring your DD 214 form to your local Social Security Office and
ask for this benefit in order to receive it.
TIP OF THE MONTH
SHINGLES* will affect 1 in 3 Americans in their lifetime. It is increasing because we
are living longer and our immune systems become less effective. CDC estimates one in
five patients with shingles will have post-herpetic neuralgia (PHN), severe pain in the
rash area. It can last up to five years and be difficult to diagnose. A single dose of a new
vaccine, Shingrix from GlaxoSmithKlein (without a live virus) is recommended for all
folks 50 and over. It is expensive, about $280. Check with your doctor.

Annual
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, February 25
11:15 AM
We will have one service at 10:00 AM
with the annual meeting following
immediately after the service.

* Kaiser Health News, Kaiser Family Foundation
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Vacation Bible School Hoagie Sale
Next Shawl Sharers Meeting






All profits are designated to Vacation Bible School
Sale price is $7.00 each—make checks payable to St. Paul’s [write ‘Hoagie’
on the memo line]
The 10” hoagies are specially prepared by a local deli
Please return order sheet and payment by Sunday, January 29. (Look for
the “Hoagie Box” in the narthex)
Pick up of hoagies is Super Bowl Sunday: February 4 between 11:30—
12:30 in the narthex of the church.

Next Book Club
Thursday, January 18
7:00 PM

If you have questions,

Phone # ___________________________

please contact Peg Biringer
(609) 894-8089.

Italian ________

Roast Beef & Cheese ________

Tuna ________

Turkey & Cheese ________

Questions?
Contact Midy Mangiante
(609) 265-2472

at Janice Haines’ House
Book: The Ladies of Covington
By Joan Medlicott

Name: ____________________________

American ________

Monday, January 15, 2018
10:00 AM
In the Music Room

January Food Collection
Suggestions for this month: pasta and
sauce, canned soups, canned meats,
oatmeal.

Total # of Hoagies ________
Total $ ________

As always, all items welcome!
**Hot peppers and oil & vinegar on the side. Please request sides on pick up day**
Please make plans for pick up. We are not responsible for hoagies not picked up.

Pastoral Acts for
December

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also
needed.

Baptisms: Nora Jo Heavener
Dean Michael Wyzykiewicz
Oliver Rain Ritchie

Please place the items on
the hutch in the narthex.
Thank you!

Funerals: John Wollick
Weddings: none
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2
10:00 AM EGA Board
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (MR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

3
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH)

4
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
10:00 AM Bible Study (MR)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM AA (SH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)

5
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship

6
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

8
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00PM Bible Study
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

9
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (MR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM Property Team Mtg
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

10
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH)
7:00 PM Catechism (SH)

11
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
10:00 AM Bible Study (MR)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM AA (SH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)

12
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship

13
5:00 PM Worship
6:00 PM MLK Celebration at
Sacred Heart RC Church
8:00 PM NA (MR)

Chimes articles due

Coat & Sock Drive

16
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (MR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone
7:30 PM Congregation Council

17
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (MR)

18
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
10:00 AM Bible Study (MR)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM AA (SH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)

19
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship

20
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

Coat & Sock Drive

15 Church Office Closed
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
10:00 AM Shawl Sharers (MR)
7:00PM Bible Study
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)
ML King Jr Day

21
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
7:00 PM Chorale

22
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00PM Bible Study
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

23
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (MR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

24
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (MR)
7:00 PM Catechism (OLQP)

25
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
10:00 AM Bible Study (MR)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:30 PM AA (SH)
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR)

26
8:00AM Friday Fellowship
9:00 AM Chimes Assembly

27
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

28
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

29
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00PM Bible Study
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

30
10:00 AM EGA
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs (MR)
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

31
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (MR)

7
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
7:00 PM Chorale
Faith Chests

14
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
6:30 PM MLK Jr Service

Annual Reports Due

2018

1
Church Office Closed
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

Church Bldg
H - Hearth
Room
M - Music
Room
N - Narthex
O - Church
Office

PH - Parish Hall
Ed - Education
Wing
S - Sanctuary
Study House
(SH)
C - Conference
Room

G - Great Room
L - Library
Q - Quilt Room
B - Basement

Vacation Bible School Hoagie Sale
Next Shawl Sharers Meeting






All profits are designated to Vacation Bible School
Sale price is $7.00 each—make checks payable to St. Paul’s [write ‘Hoagie’
on the memo line]
The 10” hoagies are specially prepared by a local deli
Please return order sheet and payment by Sunday, January 29. (Look for
the “Hoagie Box” in the narthex)
Pick up of hoagies is Super Bowl Sunday: February 4 between 11:30—
12:30 in the narthex of the church.
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7:00 PM

If you have questions,
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(609) 894-8089.

Italian ________

Roast Beef & Cheese ________

Tuna ________

Turkey & Cheese ________
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Name: ____________________________

American ________
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In the Music Room

January Food Collection
Suggestions for this month: pasta and
sauce, canned soups, canned meats,
oatmeal.

Total # of Hoagies ________
Total $ ________

As always, all items welcome!
**Hot peppers and oil & vinegar on the side. Please request sides on pick up day**
Please make plans for pick up. We are not responsible for hoagies not picked up.

Pastoral Acts for
December

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also
needed.

Baptisms: Nora Jo Heavener
Dean Michael Wyzykiewicz
Oliver Rain Ritchie

Please place the items on
the hutch in the narthex.
Thank you!

Funerals: John Wollick
Weddings: none
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Technology
Ministry

Christmas Gift Cards

Senior Snippets

A thank you to our brothers and
sisters at St. Paul’s

By Clyde Zarkos

People With Disabilities Service Dog Courtesy*
Do not ask about the person’s disability. To do so is rude. HIPPA
laws protect the person’s right to privacy.
When a service dog has its jacket on it is no longer a pet. It is work time and it takes its
job seriously. It is there to protect its person.
You may ask to pet the dog. Don’t assume it will be allowed. If given permission, the
dog should be scratched under the chin only, unless told otherwise.
*BCT, Dear Abby, October 13, 2017

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group
First Thursday of month—1 PM – 2 PM,
Second Thursday of month- 6 PM – 7 PM
at Brookdale Alzheimer Facility, 480 Woodlane Rd., Westampton
Questions call Deb Taylor 609-877-0555
Extra Social Security Benefits for Some Veterans
DD 214 Form benefits are for anyone who has served active duty Military Service
between January 1957 to December 2001. It is NOT just for retirees. Social Security
Benefits can be increased up to $1,200 per year served in this period.

Thank you to everyone who participated in
the Christmas gift card fundraiser! The
profit this year for the cards sold was $566.
These monies go in to the same account as
the Acme/ShopRite gift cards. We used
these funds for several things to be repaired
around the church, including the air
conditioner and lights in the Parish Hall.
They also paid for most of our visiting
pastors during our 150th Celebration year
at St. Paul’s

Are you a computer
whiz? Do you like
technology? Would
you like to use your
computer knowledge to help with a new
ministry for the congregation?

We are re-establishing a Technology
Ministry to serve as background support
for computers, phones, sound equipment
and more! First order of business—contact
Jeffrey Alexander at (609) 261-1760 or
jeffalexander007@verizon.net if you’re
Thank you again for your participation, and interested. Second order of business—
please consider your continued support by inventory all of our technology! No stress,
purchasing Acme/ShopRite cards
just fun!
throughout the year.
In Peace,
Lois Uetz

Important! You must bring your DD 214 form to your local Social Security Office and
ask for this benefit in order to receive it.
TIP OF THE MONTH
SHINGLES* will affect 1 in 3 Americans in their lifetime. It is increasing because we
are living longer and our immune systems become less effective. CDC estimates one in
five patients with shingles will have post-herpetic neuralgia (PHN), severe pain in the
rash area. It can last up to five years and be difficult to diagnose. A single dose of a new
vaccine, Shingrix from GlaxoSmithKlein (without a live virus) is recommended for all
folks 50 and over. It is expensive, about $280. Check with your doctor.

Annual
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, February 25
11:15 AM
We will have one service at 10:00 AM
with the annual meeting following
immediately after the service.

* Kaiser Health News, Kaiser Family Foundation
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Martin Luther King
Community Celebration

Youth News
February 9-11 is the
weekend of the Winter
Youth Assembly at
Camp Fairview Lake in
Stillwater, NJ. Any high
school youth interested Thank you to the eleven women who came
in going should contact to decorate the candles for Christmas Eve.
It has been a long-time tradition to light
Sandy Sambucci ASAP to register.
handheld candles as we sing Silent Night.
A big thank you to all the youth who
helped wrap the gifts from the giving tree
this year. Your help was greatly
appreciated. Many hands make light
work!

Joy Lynch and Joyce Alexander

Super Bowl Sunday the youth will be
baking and selling baked goods. Plans for
a chili dinner to help offset the cost of the
Youth Gathering are underway. Details
will be announced soon.
The annual Fastnacht Pancake Supper is
scheduled for February 13. Tickets will go
on sale shortly.
Meetings this month are scheduled for
January 7 and 21.
Catechism class meets on January 10. On
January 24 the group is meeting at Our
Lady Queen of Peace Roman Catholic
Church.

Congratulations to Bill Lynch, who was
honored by Hainesport Township for
having served 42 years on the Township
Land Use Committee (formerly the
Planning Board).
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Every year, America pauses on
the weekend closest to the
birthday of the Reverend
Doctor Martin Luther King Jr.
to remember his birthday. This year, the
remembrance will be the weekend of January
13 through 15, 2018.

Staff, Council, Teams,

The Rancocas Valley Clergy Association will
once again offer a community dinner at Sacred
Committees:
Heart Roman Catholic Church in Mount Holly
on Saturday night, January 13. Using the theme
Annual Reports Are Due
“Martin Luther King – A Man for All People”,
Dr. Chaz Howard, university chaplain at the
No Later than Wednesday
University of Pennsylvania, will be the speaker
at this dinner. He has chosen “Bridging the
January 17
Gap” as the focus of his presentation. Music
will be provided by the Wagner Alumni Choir
of Philadelphia. Look to our FYI for further
Please turn your report in to the church office.
information about this dinner.
E-mail is preferred, but printed reports
The next day, we have the honor of hosting the
community worship service, which will begin
will also be accepted.
at 6:30 PM in our sanctuary. Rabbi Tiferet
Berenbaum, newly appointed rabbi at Temple
Har Zion, will be our keynote speaker for this
service. She will bring us a unique perspective
into her faith journey – an African American
Celebration of Baptism–
woman raised in the Baptist tradition, attended
Presentation of Faith Chests Catholic parochial school in her youth,
converted to Judaism as an adult and is now a
rabbi! The choir from Rancocas Valley
Those infants and young children (5 years and Regional High School will be our music
leaders for this service.
younger) who were baptized in 2017 will
On Monday, Martin Luther King Day itself, the
receive faith chests on the weekend of the
Friends Meeting House in Mount Holly will be
Baptism of Our Lord—January 7. Come and
offering an “open mic” session during the day
celebrate with them and their families!
for people to come and speak about the impact
of Dr. King on their own lives.
This presentation is part of
At the Saturday and Sunday events, a free will
the Milestones Ministries
offering will be collected to assist the clergy
Celebrated at St. Paul’s.
association in its on-going social ministry
efforts in all of the surrounding neighborhoods.
5

New Service Time
and
Epiphany Celebration

January Card Shower

Save the Date—
Sunday,
February 4

Winter Coat (& Sock) Drive
Do you have a winter coat that sits in your
closet? Has your child outgrown a winter
coat?

Please join us on Sunday, February 4,
after the 11:00 AM service to say
“Farwell!” to Pastor Jost and celebrate
his 23 years of ministry at St. Paul’s.

On the weekend of January 13 and 14 we
will be collecting winter coats. Adult’s
coats will be donated to the Christian
Caring Center in Pemberton, where they
will help out the homeless and less
fortunate in our area. The children's coats
will be donated to Bridge of Peace in
Camden to help the needy children who
accompany their parents at their Food
Pantry who are in need of a coat.

Details to come soon! Can you help?
Contact Pat Headrick at
609-234-7851

Miriam Prickett
902 Jacksonville Rd
Room S112
Burlington, NJ 08016

Saturday, January 6
5:00 PM

This year, we’d also like to add adult size
socks to the drive. New socks are the
number one most needed item of clothing
for homeless people.

Mitten Tree
The Christmas tree will
remain in the narthex for
January and February and
maybe March to receive
donations of mittens,
gloves, hats, scarves and
children’s socks to donate to those in the
area who can use them.

Church Snow Removal
The Property Team is working to
coordinate snow removal from the
sidewalk and entryways to the
church. While the parking lot will be
plowed, we don’t have a service to
perform sidewalk clearing. We need
snow removal helpers. Please contact
the church office if you are able to
contribute to this important work
during the snow season. Thanks for
your willingness to serve!

Coats and socks can be placed in the box
that will be in Narthex that weekend.

Let’s keep the tree full!
4
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Sunday School ~ Don’t forget— “Yay, God!”
Happy New Year!

service. Sue Carpenter-Bayley assists with
choosing music, and we are learning new
music as well. Melissa Headrick, James
Ryan and I have joined the Praise Band,
and we are looking forward to having a
great year in 2018. It is tentatively agreed
that Jackie Smith will be back to direct the
Bell Choir and conduct our adult vocal
choirs. We welcome her back and look
forward to her musical leadership. We are
all excited to hear our excellent set of bells
and bell musicians fill our sanctuary with
music again. I am thankful to Jackie for
volunteering her time this past fall. Now
I’m happy she will be able to continue
lending her talents in a new position in the
New Year.

Music Matters
January 2018
by Denisemarie Ramos

Last month, I began my article with the eight concepts that are important to
me as a Lutheran. I dare say they are probably important to you, too. The fifth bullet
point, “Jesus is a game changer…” and later my summation, “Jesus is a one Soul for all”
became my inspiration to write the message for St. Pauls’ Christmas Eve-Eve,/Jazmat
Service performed by JJ & Kate Soltesz; Ericka & Ella Soles; Sara Bozarth, Casey
Colbridge, and Kylie Shenton.

Happy New Year

The message was about an angel (Ericka) who wanted to be as important as Gabriel, the
angel who convinced Joseph to marry Mary and the messengers who visit the shepherds.
She tried so hard to impress God that she broke her wing and got kicked out of heaven.
She ends up being somewhat of an outcast without any talent among a bunch of good
friends, all of whom demonstrate their talents in Halosville (JJ, Ella, Kate, Sara, Casey,
and Kylie). They even share that they have a friend named Katie (McLaren) who is her
own sunny, unique self as she has taken a page out of Jesus’ playbook. Erica confesses
that she is an angel with a broken wing after the group points out her flaws. Ericka’s
feelings are spared when JJ assesses the situation. He tells Ericka that her game plan,
along with Mary’s and Joseph’s changed, but God’s game plan remained constant – she
was sent to be among Jesus’ disciples doing God’s most important work. JJ’s friends
realize Jesus is God’s game changer. Then JJ takes off his jersey and reveals his own
wings.

Some people hang a lot of hopes on
the New Year. I would say that I am one of
those people, except that for me it’s true
almost every day, New Years Day included.
At church we have many starts, including
September when a lot of our music groups
Grace Ezze and Nancy Sherlock
re-start after a summer break, and of course
have
joined
our adult choirs and Bobbie
the new church year at Advent. I revel in
Breder
has
joined
the Same Spirit band.
every new beginning.
Josh Rubeo has been playing with Same
In the music department we have
Spirit since last spring.
had a lot of changes, and people are at the
Along with these new positions and
center of these changes. I want to take the
new
people
are a large group of people who
opportunity to acquaint you with the people
have remained true to the music ministry
who have sustained and grown our music
ministry at the end of 2017, and will carry for many years, and I want to extend my
humble thanks to every one of them. If the
us into 2018.
music program at St. Paul’s is an indication
Krissy Soltesz has been a great
of how the rest of the church will come
blessing to me over this past season. She
together to the glory of God in 2018, I
has taken over direction of the children’s
believe we should all have great
choirs and we are all having a blast! The
expectations, and I believe we will not be
choir’s perform monthly. We have 10
disappointed. I’m looking forward to great
children attending regularly, and we are
music at St. Paul’s and a great New Year
expecting two more to join in January, but with all of you.
we have room for plenty more. We meet at
“The steadfast love of the Lord
6:30 on Tuesday nights in the music room,
never
ceases;
his mercies never come to an
so please join us.
end; they are new every morning; great in
Krissy is also lending her musical
your faithfulness.” –Lamentations 3:22-23
talent to directing the Praise Band which is
providing music monthly at the 9am

Thank you to our young people and their parents for supporting this event! Due to timing,
this was practiced outside of SS. And that brings me to the conclusion…
Yes! Jesus was and is still to this day, a game changer! This is why we referred to
Jesus every week from September to November as we learned the Old Testament… Help
Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT, HOOT!
On behalf of Team Sunday School (Krissy Soltesz, Elaine Jardine, Agnes Kimball, Steve
Louie, Laurie Maccri, Jen McLaren, Nana Sambucci, Marisa Bozarth, Robin Sperry and
Trish Colbridge), we wish you and your entire family a super 2018! During your grace
throughout the New Year, say, “Yay, God!” because you are never too old, and Jesus was
and is God’s Game Changer! He is one Soul for all… ! Thanks Be to God!
At St. Paul’s, “Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT HOOT!”
HOOT, HOOT,
Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468
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“2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away; behold, the new has
come.”

3

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Once again, the evangelical mission of the
Christ,
church was carried out.
But a Saturday service, two Sunday
A New Year brings new
morning services, and a Sunday night service
worship opportunities! Now that we are
began to be a drain on the pastoral energies.
getting used to the new schedule for Sunday
The Sunday night service was moved into the
morning, we will adopt a new schedule for
9:30 time frame, and Sunday School was
Saturday night as well. Starting January 6, our wiggled around to allow students and teachers
Saturday night service will begin at 5:00 PM.
to worship at either 9:30 or 11 and still receive
This way, especially in the winter months,
Christian education. We knew the alternative
people can arrive at church while there is still
style of the Sunday night service would attract
some daylight.
people, even on a Sunday morning, so, once
One of the things that this congregation again, the change was made to further the
is good at is being flexible for the sake of
mission of the church, making the best use of
mission. Decades ago, the Saturday night
the resources with which God blessed us.
service was established to meet the worship
Our worship service schedule now is
needs of people who, because of job
an effort to bring as many people together in
commitments, could not worship on a Sunday one place at one time as possible. As worship
morning. The other mitigating factor was that
attendance has waned, as it has in so many
the sanctuary at the time (the present Parish
other churches, it no longer made sense to offer
Hall) could not accommodate the crowds at two three services on a Sunday morning. The
services, and Pastor Mangiante was not willing decision to consolidate was not made so much
to overlay a third service with Sunday School, based on musical styles, but on the need to
so Saturday night worship was created. The
bring the family of faith closer together. I have
mission of the congregation – welcome as
had to ignore the complaints of “But that was
many people for worship, educate the young
my service and my service time” to remember
people about the faith – was fulfilled through
that it is our worship and praise of God –
that decision.
together, celebrating the One who has called us
Over ten years ago, Pastor David
together in his name.
Stoner wanted to add a service that would
Will this change work? Will the new
attract seekers; those people who were not
times take hold on people’s schedules? Just two
familiar with traditional worship practices, but more questions to add to your New Year’s list
wanted to sing to the Lord in a new way. We
of “I wonder if this is the year…?” But we are
created the Sunday night worship service,
always reminded that with every new year,
which featured a worship band as opposed to
with every new change, God is with us to guide
the more traditional organ/piano
and direct us. As a congregation, we have
accompaniment for the singing. The service
celebrated that for a century and a half. We
contained a sermon, confession and
look forward to God’s continued presence
forgiveness, Scripture lessons, a creed,
among us in 2018 and beyond.
communion – all the elements of a traditional
Lutheran worship service, only “packaged” in a In peace,
new way. It attracted people who were not
Pastor David Jost
comfortable in our more traditional settings –
and even attracted some Sunday morning folks
who began worshipping twice on a Sunday!
2

Order Form for Our Anniversary Book & DVD’s
1. To order, fill in the information below.
2. Make checks payable to ‘St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’
3. Write ‘New Blessings Anniversary Fund’ on your check memo line.
4. Place your completed order form along with your check or cash, for the full
amount, in the box in the Narthex.
5. You will be contacted when your book is available.
6. DVD’s will be available 2 weeks before Christmas.
Name: _________________________________
Phone #: ________________________________
DVD #1 - The 16mm film conversion of the church from
the 1940's & 1950’s
DVD #2 - The 1992 3rd Sanctuary dedication service.
Cost

Anniversary Book

$20.00

DVD #1

$10.00

DVD #2

$10.00

# Ordered

Amt Due

Total Amt Due

Cash ☐

Check #__________

Please Note: Other DVD’s also shown at the Anniversary Tea may be available for
purchase in the future. More information will follow.
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The Last Word
Welcome to “The Last Word” - each month we’ll include something we hope you will
find informative and inspirational! Enjoy!

THE CHIMES - January 2018
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

God is Good

There’s a reason the windshield is bigger than the rearview mirror. Your future
matters more than your past!
God’s grace is greater than your sin. You thought the problem was your
calendar, your marriage, or your job. In reality, it may be unresolved guilt. Don’t
indulge it! Don’t drown in the bilge of your own condemnation. What you did
was not good. But your God is good and He will forgive you. He is ready to
write a new chapter in your life. Say with Paul, “Forgetting the past and looking
forward to what lies ahead, I strain to reach the end of the race and receive the
prize for which God is calling us” (Philippians 3:13-14 TLB).
Your salvation has nothing to do with your work and everything to do with the
finished work of Christ on the cross. Rejoice in the Lord’s mercy!
Read more Anxious for Nothing (by Max Lucado)
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Source: MaxLucado.com
Copyright September 20, 2017 Max Lucado
Used by permission
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