Worship Schedule for December 2017
With our congregation being down to one pastor, there will be a change
in our worship schedule, starting the weekend of December 2 and 3. We
will offer two traditional style worship services and one alternative style each weekend. Sunday
School will now have one hour dedicated to that educational ministry, from 10:00 to 11:00 AM.
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Please note: on Sunday, December 24, we will celebrate Fourth Advent at one 10:00 AM
worship service. The schedule for December 31 remains the same: 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM.
Saturday, December 2

7:30 PM – ELW* based worship (1st Advent)

Sunday, December 3

9:00 AM – worship leadership by the Praise Band

December 17—6:00 pm
Early Christmas Eve Service for those who
cannot make services on the 24th or who are
busily involved in worship that night.

11:00 AM – ELW based worship
Saturday, December 9

7:30 PM – ELW based worship (2nd Advent)

Sunday, December 10

9:00 AM – Same Spirit/Capstone

Christmas Eve
10:00 AM—Fourth Advent Service
3:00 PM—Geared toward young children
5:00 PM—Led by our Praise Band
8:00—Traditional
11:00—Traditional

11:00 AM – ELW based worship
Saturday, December 16

7:30 PM – ELW based worship (3rd Advent)

Sunday, December 17

9:00 AM – Same Spirit/Capstone
11:00 AM – ELW based worship
6:00 PM – pre-Christmas Eve service; Jazmat

Saturday, December 23

7:30 PM – ELW based worship (4th Advent)

Sunday, December 24

10:00 AM ONLY – ELW based worship (4th Advent)

Christmas Day
10:00 AM—A simple
Christmas Day observance

3:00 PM – Children’s Christmas Eve worship service
5:00 PM – Christmas Eve worship (Praise Band)
8:00 PM – Christmas Eve worship (ELW)
11:00 PM – Christmas Eve worship (ELW)
Monday, December 25

10:00 AM – Christmas Day worship (ELW)

Saturday, December 30

7:30 PM – ELW based worship (1st Christmas)

Sunday, December 31

9:00 AM – Same Spirit/Capstone
11:00 AM – ELW based worship

Effective January 6, 2018, Saturday night worship moves to 5:00 PM.
*Evangelical Lutheran Worship
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in from these sessions will help the call committee
Christ,
understand where the congregation has been
these past two years, and what they are hoping
It’s December, and there
for in the future.
are some changes in the air. Our worship
While I don’t have nine months to
schedule changes to two services on Sunday
prepare for what is to come, I can tell you that
mornings: 9:00 and 11:00. Next month, the
the next two months will be filled with lists of
Saturday night service will move to 5:00 PM,
things to do! By that, I mean making sure that
making it a little easier to get here in some
we have the right people in the right places to
daylight.
help provide the leadership that will be
December is also the month we, as a
necessary to continue moving the congregation
congregation, begin the mental and emotional forward. Several years ago, a leadership book
transition of wrapping up my ministry among
called “Good to Great” encouraged leaders to
you. As you know, I have announced my
make sure that the right people were in the right
retirement, effective February 15, 2018, with
seats on “the bus”. A person whose main
my last days of worship leadership on February interest is making sure that things go right in
10 and 11. This was not an easy decision,
worship is not the right person to be heading up
although I am told that some in the
a clothing drive. Good leadership skills,
congregation assumed I would make the
perhaps, but not applied in the right area. I’ll be
announcement at the anniversary dinner on
trying to help make some of those matches in
October 18! I was hoping to remain as pastor
the weeks to come.
until the summer of 2019, but I see signs that it
Think of yourselves as the shepherds in
will be best for the congregation if I step aside the Christmas narrative. They were out,
sooner and allow new voices and new ideas to standing in their field (as many of you are!)
assume leadership roles.
when their lives were drastically altered by the
When a new baby is to come in to a
appearance of the angels. They were given
family, the family spends months preparing for instructions (“Go and see”), so they obeyed.
the arrival. I have been doing the same in
They went from the stable back to their jobs
preparation for this retirement. The sabbatical and told everyone what they had seen and
leave that I took in 2015 focused on studying
heard. Their shepherding business did not come
how a pastor can effectively retire from a
to a complete halt. They continued doing what
congregation and be sure that the congregation they had been doing, only doing it as changed
is ready for that transition.
people; people who had experienced the
One of the results of that sabbatical
presence of Jesus up close and personal.
was the creation of “Think Tanks”. I recruited
That’s you. You, too, have experienced
six key people from the congregation and gave Jesus in so many intimate and personal ways,
them eleven focused questions dealing with the and have come here to St. Paul’s to share those
present and the future of the congregation. So
stories and experiences with the rest of us.
far, I have convened two of these sessions. I
Those are the stories we want to share over the
was not present for the conversation, in order
next several months. I look forward to hearing
for conversation to be free-flowing and
them and sharing them among you.
unencumbered with fears of hurting my
feelings. Minutes were taken of the meetings,
In peace,
but those minutes are in sealed envelopes, and Pastor David Jost
will be given to the call committee, once it is
formed. I am hoping that the conversations

need, and take everything with them when
they are finished, and leave everything the
way they find it.
December 2017
The recitals are not just for students and
by Denisemarie Ramos
their families. The recitals are free to
everyone, and anyone from the church may
The New Jersey School of Music
attend. Even though we list when the
recitals are so that all of you are aware of
Some of you may know that I teach
the schedule, I have never posted what
piano at the New Jersey School of Music. I recitals are taking place before, but in the
have worked there for twenty years. When spring I will post the recitals for you in
I started there a famous South Jersey music case you would like to attend. This way
family owned the school, the Salicondro’s. you may choose to go to a voice or a violin
About fifteen years ago the Salicondro’s
recital and you will know when they take
sold the school to the Sutin family. Renee place.
Sutin and her son Matthew are co-owners
I hope this answers any questions you
of the school.
may have about the school and recitals.
We used to hold our recitals at various The church has been a great blessing to the
places in Medford and Cherry Hilll, but
owners, teachers and students of the music
none of those venues were quite right. So school. I am proud that my church is such
when Beth Haltmeier donated her baby
an integral part of that community. I thank
grand to the church, I made the suggestion all of you for your understanding, concern
that we hold recitals at St. Paul’s. Renee
and compassion in this matter.
and Matthew, as well as all the teachers
Romans 12:13, “When God’s people
and students, agree that it is the best place are in need, be ready to help them. Always
imaginable to have recitals.
be eager to practice hospitality.”
The School is totally independent and
does not need help from anyone at church.
Renee makes arrangements for recital dates
with Rosanne about 5 or 6 months in
Christmas Cookies
advance of recital season. The school
makes a donation for use of the building
based on the churches suggestion. Renee, Baking Christmas cookies? Please think about
baking an extra batch to freeze, and we will use
Matthew and my husband Val who also
them for Valentines for our shut-ins. We will
works for the school, know how to enter
the church and how to lock and unlock all be collecting them in February for delivery.
the various doors. Renee, Matthew, or Val Watch the Chimes and FYI for dates!
attend every single recital and oversee the
teachers and students. When equipment
needs to be moved or the sound system is
needed, Val is there to oversee that as well.
The school brings all the supplies they
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Music Matters

Sunday School ~ One Soul of an Idea!
Merry Christmas!
Last month I wrote about Sunday School having substance and the important work we do.
I was struggling for a topic this month until I asked myself what was the ONE thing that
keeps us HOOTing in Sunday School?
Is it…
God’s unconditional love – God’s grace?
The fact we are forgiven no matter how much we sin?
All the good we do is a response to what God gives us?
We are children of God?
Jesus was a game changer, and the gospels tell his story?
We believe in the Trinity – God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
Two for the price of one: Baptism and Holy Communion?
Reforming our ideas of what it means to include everyone?
As I think of Mary on that donkey in this Christmas season, I can’t help but remain in awe.
Baby Jesus had to be pressing against her bladder more than once and imagine trying to be
comfortable while sitting on a donkey pregnant! Jesus was born of the handiwork of God,
the Holy Spirit, to a virgin who simply served the Lord. And he learned to be a carpenter
from Joseph. Joseph… his dad who saved his mom from ridicule and possible death, took
his family to Egypt in order to fulfill God’s plan. Jesus knew the deep love and devotion
his (earthly) dad had for his mom. And that brings me to the conclusion…
Yes! Jesus was, and is still to this day, a game changer! We focus on Jesus… Help
Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT, HOOT!
On behalf of Team Sunday School (Krissy Soltesz, Elaine Jardine, Agnes Kimball, Steve
Louie, Laurie Maccri, Jen McLaren, Sandy Sambucci, Marisa Bozarth, Robin Sperry and
Trish Colbridge), we wish you and your entire family a very Merry Christmas! During
your grace on Christmas Day or at a time that you remember it, exclaim, “Yay, God!”
because Jesus was and is a Game Changer! He is one Soul of an idea… Thanks Be to
God!
At St. Paul’s, “Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT HOOT!”
HOOT, HOOT,
Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468
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Advent Lunches

The Parade of Pastors,
Continued

Once again, we will
gather on Wednesday
afternoons at noon
during the Advent
season for hot soup and
in-depth conversations.

On December 2 and 3, we will welcome
back Pastor David Jones, our associate
pastor from 1981 to 1985, as our guest
preacher.

This December, we will look at three
homonyms: wheel, we’ll and wield. Look at
an Advent wreath, in essence, a wheel
covered with greens and illuminated by
four candles. Why a wheel? Why a circle?
We’ll find out on Wednesday, December 6.

After Pastor Jones completed his tenure
with us, he went on to become the mission
developer for Lord of Life Lutheran Church
in Tabernacle, New Jersey. He was called
to be the first pastor for that congregation, a
position he still holds today!

Pastor Jones continues our privilege of
“We’ll”, the contraction of “we will”, will welcoming back former pastors of St.
Paul’s as we close out our celebration of
help us focus on what it means when we
our Sesquicentennial. Please come and join
say we will do things and don’t stop to
consult with God! We’ll talk about this on us in welcoming Pastor Jones! Services that
weekend will be on Saturday night at 7:30,
Wednesday, December 13.
and the new Sunday schedule of 9:00 AM
Jesus wields his power among us, but there and 11:00 AM.
are also times Jesus yields power. As
Advent comes to an end, we will be talking
about power and who holds it. That
conversation will take place on Wednesday,
Catechism
December 20.
Our classes continue through the month of
If you would like to contribute soup or
December, although it will only be one
bread for the lunch, there is a sign-up poster class for the whole month!
in the narthex. Sharyn Lyden is
coordinating all of this, and any help you
Our topic on Wednesday, December 13 will
can give her will be much appreciated. She be “Christmas Here and There”. We will be
may even designate you as “The Big
looking at how we celebrate Christmas
Wheel” of the kitchen!
within the church and how it is celebrated
outside our walls. Students are invited to
bring stories of their own
family traditions as well.
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Seniors Luncheon
Our Thanksgiving Seniors Luncheon was a
rousing success! We ate, we laughed, we
fellowshipped, and we had an overall blast!
Thanks to everyone who made it
possible—shout out to our helpers for the
event: Claudia O’Malley, Melissa Headrick
Peggy Ferraro, Joan Dunlevy, Lois Uetz,
Sandy Sambucci, John and Elaine Jardine,
Bev Grazioli, Pat Jackson and Joan
Thompson, our official photographer!
We’re looking forward to seeing those
photos soon!

So Thankful!!
This month, Social Ministry is all about
“Thanks” - where to begin? At the
beginning, I guess!

Roy and Viola Christensen

456 Landing Street—Smithtown, New York 11737

A Perfect 10
150 years ago, on October 21st, 1867, a beautiful thing happened in Mt. Holly, New Jersey!!! St.
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church was born—a small “cradle of faith” witnessing to those
around it that “God is Good,” …specifically that Jesus Christ is the giver of all that is great and
good in life!!!
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church was so good to have happened, so needed in so many
ways, so inspirational and uplifting to so many struggling pioneers…it was…it was beautiful…a
“PERFECT 10” in the language of life!!
Today, October 21st, 2017, 150 years later, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is still here…still witnessing through its membership and ministry the marvelous message that Jesus Christ is truly
the greatest power a person can experience in his or her life…that miracles can and do happen…
that tragedies in life can and are being transformed into triumphs, at times seen, at other times,
unseen by us.

Breakfast Collection
Thank you to everyone who donated to the
breakfast collection in October. We had
quite a collection of instant breakfast items
for those in need! Special thanks to Joy
Lynch for delivering it to the shelters!

For 150 years, St. Paul’s living message has been, in so many ways, a “light” in the midst of
darkness…an “oasis of refreshment” in a dry desert…a “family home” into which we can enter
to worship and to pray and to praise a God of Life and Love…a perfect “10” in a world still
struggling to find itself!!!

Veteran’s Day

Someone once wrote, “In this world it is not what we take in, but rather what we give up that
makes us rich!”

Thanks to all the veterans who gave us
their photos and information for our
Veterans Day display. And a huge thank
you to all of our veterans for your service!
We would not be the country we are today
with you!

To the 100s of pioneers and settlers who have been a part of the first 150 years of St. Paul’s ongoing history and ministry and who have touched and enriched the lives of countless new families, new friends, new farmers…we thankfully say: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant…rejoice and be glad in it.”

Thanks, also, to all the bakers and shoppers
who helped with fellowship.

And to those of us here today and elsewhere, we need to remember and be thrilled and thankful
that all of us here at St. Paul’s are now the present pioneers and pilgrims of Christ proclaiming
to whomever we meet in life the very same message given by those who have come before…
that Jesus Christ is the greatest giver of hope and happiness…and the greatest giver of a future
filled with the promise that “the very best is yet to come!!”
Yes, today this is still our mission here at St. Paul’s to tell and show others that the more we
love and the more we share with others, the more our lives will be enriched beyond anything we
ever thought possible!!
And that’s truly A Perfect “10”!!
4
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The 150th Anniversary Committee would like to recognize the members
who received certificates for membership of 50+ and 75+ years.
50 Years
Marilyn Adams
Jeffrey Alexander
Joyce Prickett-Alexander
Leslie Augustino
Susan Carpenter
Virginia “Ginny” Cliver
Jean Colletti
Elmer Conover
Mildred Conover
Mitch Cramer
Fran Daily
Mary D’Amico
Donna DeCillis
Perry Doyle
Brian Eckert
Grace Ezze
Stephen Freudenberger
William “Bill” Gardner
Millie Guenther
Dewayne Guhn
Janice Haines
Glenn Heppard
Carolyn Horner
Natalie Houwen
Elaine Jardine
Vera Jensen
Gladys Kleinknecht
Sharon Layman
Joan Lynch
Joy Lynch
William “Bill” Lynch
Janet Mehl
Claudia O’Malley

Andrew “Andy” Pagenkopf
David “Dave” Pagenkopf
Laura Pagenkopf
Marilyn Phifer
Larry Platt
Joyce Platt
Carrie Poster
Nancy Prickett
Phillip “Phil” Prickett
Eva Priestley
Edward “Ed” Rife
Robert “Bob” Ritter
Robert “Bob” Schnaufer
Doris Schnaufer
Joan Thompson
Roberta Yoos
75 Years
Irving “Irv” Adams
Jane Challendar
Walter “Walt” Cliver
Grace Compton
Marge Gardner
Walter “Walt” Hullings
John Johnson
Marie Kaelin
Betty Polidoro
Miriam Prickett
Carol Ritter
Dorothy “Dot” Shinn
Arthur Yoos
Harold Yoos
Kathleen “Boots” White

16

Thanksgiving Basket
Collection

Christmas Gifts
for Families

On Saturday, November 18, the Boy
Scouts of our Troop 5 and the Cub Scouts
of our Pack 58 combed the greater
Hainesport community to collect the
In the spirit of the
yellow bags of food donated for
season, we are once again instituting our
annual Giving Tree! Last year, our effort Thanksgiving distribution. When their task
was done, they had collected 85 bags of
was a tremendous success, and we were
food which were given to our food
able to provide 160 gifts for families in
collection and over 100 bags of food that
need. We would greatly appreciate your
cooperation again to help to bring smiles to were distributed to Extended Hands
Ministry in Mount Holly.
the faces of children in the local
community.
The bags of food we received that day were
The tags were taken quickly, but if you
sorted with help from some of the Boy
didn’t get a tag and would still like to give Scouts. On Sunday at 11:00, a crew of 13
a gift, you can donate a gift card from
St. Paul’s volunteers met to assemble thirty
Target or Kohl’s. We can use these to add -one baskets of food! Each basket included
things for the children such as hats, gloves a full Thanksgiving meal and additional
and scarves. You can purchase gifts cards food items which included canned goods,
through the church fundraiser!
cereal, pasta and sauces, peanut butter and
All gifts should be sent in unwrapped, with jelly, fresh fruits and vegetables, milk,
cheese, eggs and butter. The moneys
the snowman attached to the gift on or
received made trips to the grocery store
before noon on Sunday, December 10!!
possible for additional items to supplement
There is a box to deposit gift cards in the
the generous food donations from our
church office on Rosanne’s desk for your
congregation. Between 2:00 and 3:30
convenience.
recipients arrived to pick up their baskets
and were overwhelmed with the generosity
Thank you for all your support! Merry
of our congregation. The Social Ministry
Christmas!
Committee and I want to thank everyone
Donations of holiday wrapping paper, gift who had a part in making sure that all
bags, tissue paper, and sticker gift labels/
could have a joyous
tags would be very much appreciated! If
Thanksgiving, overflowing
you would like to help wrap, join us in the in the abundances provided
Parish Hall on December 17 at 3:30 pm!
by God.
For more information contact Sandy
Betty Brink
Sambucci at mommybucci1@verizon.net
Thanksgiving Baskets
Chairperson
Seasons Greetings!
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Senior Snippets
By Clyde Zarkos

Are you a veteran who needs help, or knows someone who
does? Contact Veterans MultiService Center serving Southern New
Jersey counties: Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May,
Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem; also Delaware counties: Kent, New Castle, and
Sussex.
Intensive case management, outreach and supportive services provided include
housing, benefits, budgeting, legal, credit, employment, and temporary
financial assistance.
415 North High Street, Millville, NJ phone 856-293-7321
Hours: M-F 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
website - www.VMCenter.org
What is your Credit Score? A FICO score over 700 is excellent, 685 is considered to
be average.
If your score is under 650 your life can become more expensive. Pay your bills on-time
consistently.
Sign up for a free trial period with a credit reporting agency: Equifax, Experian, or
TransUnion .

We will once again be
selling gift cards from
several different stores
for the holidays. The
sale goes through
December 3. You may take a copy of the
list of stores and an order sheet home to
look over at your leisure. Bring it back
with your cash or check written to St Paul's
Lutheran Church. We will order the cards
and then give them to you when they are
received. It usually takes about seven days
for them to arrive at the church.

Purchasing these gift cards is a win-win.
You help the church financially, and it
makes your Christmas and grocery
shopping easier!
I hope you all take advantage of the cards
and realize we are helping others as much
as ourselves. (These purchases are not taxdeductible. You are receiving goods for
your donation.)
Look for the Participating Retailers list in
Narthex. Questions: Lois Uetz 609-261
0125

The profit from these sales will be added
to the Acme/Shoprite account which has
come in handy lately. With these monies,
we have repaired the air conditioner in the
Parish Hall, installed new lighting in the
Parish Hall and paid the electrician’s bill
for the lighting installation. Also, it
recently paid for the visiting pastors we’ve
had during our 150th celebration.

Hearing Loss is directly linked to the onset of dementia & Alzheimer’s disease,
showing a 30 to 40% accelerated rate of cognitive decline over a six year period
compared to normal hearing according to an Hearing Health magazine article by
otologist Frank R. Lin M.D., Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University.

Church Snow Removal
The Property Team is working to
coordinate snow removal from the
sidewalk and entryways to the
church. While the parking lot will be
plowed, we don’t have a service to
perform sidewalk clearing. We need
snow removal helpers. Please contact
the church office if you are able to
contribute to this important work
during the snow season. Thanks for
your willingness to serve!

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group Meeting- First Thursday of month, 1 PM –
2 PM, Second Thursday of month: 6 - 7 PM, at Brookdale Alzheimer Facility, Bldg B,
Ste 300, 480 Woodlane Rd., Westampton. Questions call Deb Taylor 609-877-0555.
TIP OF THE MONTH
Do you have an EMERGENCY FUND? A strong Emergency Fund should contain
enough money to cover six months of expenses. A Bankrate Survey reported that
23% of U.S. households are living from paycheck to paycheck. [UBS Wealth
Management Update]
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Youth News
Senior youth mark your
calendars! February 911, 2018 is the weekend
of the Winter Youth
Assembly at Camp
Fairview Lake in
Stillwater, New Jersey.
They have a joyful
weekend of music, hope, games and faith
exploration planned. Music will be
provided by the Synod Youth Band and
Larry Olsen. Registration forms will be
handed out at your December meetings
and will be available on the youth bulletin
board in December. If you have any
questions, contact Sandy Sambucci.
December 3 and 17 are the meeting dates
for the Senior Youth Group this
month. On the 17th they will help with
wrapping the gifts from the Christmas tree
for needy children in our area. The youth
helped with the senior luncheon on
November 12. That evening they
discussed homelessness at their meeting.
This year six students attended the Among
the Wolves youth gathering. A big thank
you to Trish Colbridge and James
McMahon for chaperoning. The gathering
was held at a new location in Stillwater,
NJ. Upcoming catechism classes are
November 29 and December 13.

Dear Congregants,
The auxiliary to Lutheran Crossings at
Moorestown wishes to thank you for your
recent donation.
Your support is so very much appreciated and
helps the auxiliary fund the extra events which
enrich the lives of the residents.
Most gratefully,
Janice Miller, Correspondence Secretary

Next Book Club

St. Paul’s Christmas
Post Office

Thursday, January 18
7:00 PM
at Janice Haines’ House
Book: The Ladies of Covington
By Joan Medlicott

Beginning the weekend of November 25/26,
St. Paul’s Post Office will be open in the
Narthex for the Christmas season. This will
allow members to “mail” their Christmas
card greetings to other members by simply
dropping their cards unstamped in the
Narthex mail box. We will then separate the
cards by name and make them available for
pick up in the Narthex. THE CARDS
WILL NOT BE MAILED.

If you have questions,
please contact Peg Biringer
(609) 894-8089.

Dear Pastor Jost and Members of St. Pauls,
Greetings from California. May all be going
well with you.
Here are my many thanks to Marilyn Phifer
and each member of her 150th Anniversary
Committee. Ever since their wonderful
Anniversary Book was delivered, and I have
begun to read this treasure, I have difficulty
putting it down.
For mailing, Marilyn wrapped this book very
carefully. It arrived in tip-top shape. Although
this Anniversary Book came as a gift, I feel
that I must pay for it. Please accept the check
that I have enclosed.
May all of you enjoy a blessed Thanksgiving
celebration. Please enjoy your autumn foliage.
Our California palm trees have green fronds,
then die turning brown, and are removed.
In Christian Love,
Anna Georgina Yoos McDonnel
Age 87, as of 11 September 2017
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This is a way for members to send other
members their greetings without incurring
the expense of postage. It’s up to you, of
course, but you may want to consider
spending your “savings” by donating the
amount you saved to the Lutheran Disaster
Response - Hurricane Relief.

December Food Collection
Suggestions for this month: canned pastas,
macaroni & cheese, beans, fruit cups,
breakfast cereal.
As always, all items welcome!
Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also
needed.

Pastoral Acts for
November

Please place the items on the hutch in the
narthex. Thank you!

Baptisms: Henry James Heron
Funerals: Jane Brooks
Weddings: none
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Order Form for Our Anniversary Book & DVD’s
1.
2.
3.
4.

To order, fill in the information below.
Make checks payable to ‘St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’
Write ‘New Blessings Anniversary Fund’ on your check memo line.
Place your completed order form along with your check or cash, for the full
amount, in the box in the Narthex.

5. You will be contacted when your book is available.
6. DVD’s will be available 2 weeks before Christmas.
Name: _________________________________
Phone #: ________________________________
DVD #1 - The 16mm film conversion of the church from
the 1940's & 1950’s
DVD #2 - The 1992 3rd Sanctuary dedication service.
Cost

Anniversary Book

$20.00

DVD #1

$10.00

DVD #2

$10.00

# Ordered

Amt Due

St. Paul’s Time
Capsule

A New PreEpiphany
“Tradition”
for 2018

As part of our 150th Anniversary
For the past twenty-three
celebration, we will be placing a time
years, we have gathered with our sisters and
capsule in our cemetery. The capsule will
brothers from Our Lady Queen of Peace
be buried next to the Gazebo. The vault
Roman Catholic Church, Hainesport, for a joint that we are using was donated by
Epiphany dinner and worship service. In 2018, Perinchief Chapels.
Epiphany falls on a Saturday (January 6, 2018),
and because both congregations have Saturday
worship services, we will move up our
combined celebration to Friday, December 8,
2017. Not only is this a new date – it is a new
tradition.

Please take a minute to stop by the table in
the Narthex and look at the items chosen to
represent our church and our community to
future generations. The capsule will be
buried on Sunday, December 10 or
On the Roman Catholic calendar, that date is
17. More to information come.
the Festival of the Immaculate Conception. We
have been invited to go to Our Lady on that
night for a 6:00 mass, followed by the tree
lighting on their campus, and fellowship/singalong in the Parish Hall downstairs.
Mark your calendars now for this 6:00 PM
worship opportunity and festivities to follow.

December
Card Shower

Total Amt Due

Next Shawl Sharers Meeting
Cash ☐

Check #__________

Please Note: Other DVD’s also shown at the Anniversary Tea may be available for
purchase in the future. More information will follow.

Eleanor Johnson
PO Box 272
Rancocas, NJ 08073

Monday, January 15, 2018
10:00 AM
In the Music Room
Questions?
Contact Midy Mangiante
(609) 265-2472

12

9

Sun

Mon

Tue

2017
3

4
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
2:00 PM NJ School of
Music Recital
5:00 PM Advent Family
Night (PH)

10
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
7:00 PM Chorale (MR)

Wed
Church Bldg
H - Hearth Room
M - Music Room
N - Narthex
O - Church Office
PH - Parish Hall

Thu
Ed - Education
Wing
S - Sanctuary
Study House (SH)
C - Conference
Room

G - Great Room
L - Library
Q - Quilt Room
B - Basement

Fri

Sat

1

2

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship
6:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital

1:00 PM NJ School of Music
Recital
7:30 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

5

6

7

8

9

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (N)
12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:00 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship
6:00 PM Festival of the Immaculate Conception Mass
and Tree Lighting at OLQP

9:00 AM Holiday Craft Fair
(PH)
7:30 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

11

12

13

14

15

16

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
6:30 PM Bible Study—SH
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH)
6:00 PM Weigh In (N)
7:00 PM Catechism (SH)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:00 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship

7:30 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

Chimes Articles Due
18

19

20

21

22

23

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH)
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs
6:30 PM Bible Study—SH
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH)
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH)
6:00 PM Weigh In (N)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:00 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship

7:30 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)

24 Christmas Eve

25 Christmas Day

26

27

28

29

30

10:00 AM Worship
3:00 PM Worship
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 PM Worship
11:00 PM Worship

Church Office Closed

6:30 PM Bible Study—SH
7:00 PM AA (C)
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone

9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q)
6:00 PM Weigh In (N)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH)

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH)
7:00 PM Christus Choir (MR)
7:30 PM AA (SH)

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship
9:00 AM Chimes Assembly

7:30 PM Worship
8:00 PM NA (MR)
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9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
6:00 PM JazMat Service

31 New Years Eve

9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

10:00 AM Worship
7:00 PM AA (PH)
8:30 PM NA (MR)

7:30 PM Congregation Council
(MR)

Order Form for Our Anniversary Book & DVD’s
1.
2.
3.
4.

To order, fill in the information below.
Make checks payable to ‘St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’
Write ‘New Blessings Anniversary Fund’ on your check memo line.
Place your completed order form along with your check or cash, for the full
amount, in the box in the Narthex.

5. You will be contacted when your book is available.
6. DVD’s will be available 2 weeks before Christmas.
Name: _________________________________
Phone #: ________________________________
DVD #1 - The 16mm film conversion of the church from
the 1940's & 1950’s
DVD #2 - The 1992 3rd Sanctuary dedication service.
Cost

Anniversary Book

$20.00

DVD #1

$10.00

DVD #2

$10.00

# Ordered

Amt Due

St. Paul’s Time
Capsule

A New PreEpiphany
“Tradition”
for 2018

As part of our 150th Anniversary
For the past twenty-three
celebration, we will be placing a time
years, we have gathered with our sisters and
capsule in our cemetery. The capsule will
brothers from Our Lady Queen of Peace
be buried next to the Gazebo. The vault
Roman Catholic Church, Hainesport, for a joint that we are using was donated by
Epiphany dinner and worship service. In 2018, Perinchief Chapels.
Epiphany falls on a Saturday (January 6, 2018),
and because both congregations have Saturday
worship services, we will move up our
combined celebration to Friday, December 8,
2017. Not only is this a new date – it is a new
tradition.

Please take a minute to stop by the table in
the Narthex and look at the items chosen to
represent our church and our community to
future generations. The capsule will be
buried on Sunday, December 10 or
On the Roman Catholic calendar, that date is
17. More to information come.
the Festival of the Immaculate Conception. We
have been invited to go to Our Lady on that
night for a 6:00 mass, followed by the tree
lighting on their campus, and fellowship/singalong in the Parish Hall downstairs.
Mark your calendars now for this 6:00 PM
worship opportunity and festivities to follow.

December
Card Shower

Total Amt Due

Next Shawl Sharers Meeting
Cash ☐

Check #__________

Please Note: Other DVD’s also shown at the Anniversary Tea may be available for
purchase in the future. More information will follow.

Eleanor Johnson
PO Box 272
Rancocas, NJ 08073

Monday, January 15, 2018
10:00 AM
In the Music Room
Questions?
Contact Midy Mangiante
(609) 265-2472

12

9

8

13

Youth News
Senior youth mark your
calendars! February 911, 2018 is the weekend
of the Winter Youth
Assembly at Camp
Fairview Lake in
Stillwater, New Jersey.
They have a joyful
weekend of music, hope, games and faith
exploration planned. Music will be
provided by the Synod Youth Band and
Larry Olsen. Registration forms will be
handed out at your December meetings
and will be available on the youth bulletin
board in December. If you have any
questions, contact Sandy Sambucci.
December 3 and 17 are the meeting dates
for the Senior Youth Group this
month. On the 17th they will help with
wrapping the gifts from the Christmas tree
for needy children in our area. The youth
helped with the senior luncheon on
November 12. That evening they
discussed homelessness at their meeting.
This year six students attended the Among
the Wolves youth gathering. A big thank
you to Trish Colbridge and James
McMahon for chaperoning. The gathering
was held at a new location in Stillwater,
NJ. Upcoming catechism classes are
November 29 and December 13.

Dear Congregants,
The auxiliary to Lutheran Crossings at
Moorestown wishes to thank you for your
recent donation.
Your support is so very much appreciated and
helps the auxiliary fund the extra events which
enrich the lives of the residents.
Most gratefully,
Janice Miller, Correspondence Secretary

Next Book Club

St. Paul’s Christmas
Post Office

Thursday, January 18
7:00 PM
at Janice Haines’ House
Book: The Ladies of Covington
By Joan Medlicott

Beginning the weekend of November 25/26,
St. Paul’s Post Office will be open in the
Narthex for the Christmas season. This will
allow members to “mail” their Christmas
card greetings to other members by simply
dropping their cards unstamped in the
Narthex mail box. We will then separate the
cards by name and make them available for
pick up in the Narthex. THE CARDS
WILL NOT BE MAILED.

If you have questions,
please contact Peg Biringer
(609) 894-8089.

Dear Pastor Jost and Members of St. Pauls,
Greetings from California. May all be going
well with you.
Here are my many thanks to Marilyn Phifer
and each member of her 150th Anniversary
Committee. Ever since their wonderful
Anniversary Book was delivered, and I have
begun to read this treasure, I have difficulty
putting it down.
For mailing, Marilyn wrapped this book very
carefully. It arrived in tip-top shape. Although
this Anniversary Book came as a gift, I feel
that I must pay for it. Please accept the check
that I have enclosed.
May all of you enjoy a blessed Thanksgiving
celebration. Please enjoy your autumn foliage.
Our California palm trees have green fronds,
then die turning brown, and are removed.
In Christian Love,
Anna Georgina Yoos McDonnel
Age 87, as of 11 September 2017
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This is a way for members to send other
members their greetings without incurring
the expense of postage. It’s up to you, of
course, but you may want to consider
spending your “savings” by donating the
amount you saved to the Lutheran Disaster
Response - Hurricane Relief.

December Food Collection
Suggestions for this month: canned pastas,
macaroni & cheese, beans, fruit cups,
breakfast cereal.
As always, all items welcome!
Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also
needed.

Pastoral Acts for
November

Please place the items on the hutch in the
narthex. Thank you!

Baptisms: Henry James Heron
Funerals: Jane Brooks
Weddings: none

7

Senior Snippets
By Clyde Zarkos

Are you a veteran who needs help, or knows someone who
does? Contact Veterans MultiService Center serving Southern New
Jersey counties: Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May,
Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem; also Delaware counties: Kent, New Castle, and
Sussex.
Intensive case management, outreach and supportive services provided include
housing, benefits, budgeting, legal, credit, employment, and temporary
financial assistance.
415 North High Street, Millville, NJ phone 856-293-7321
Hours: M-F 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
website - www.VMCenter.org
What is your Credit Score? A FICO score over 700 is excellent, 685 is considered to
be average.
If your score is under 650 your life can become more expensive. Pay your bills on-time
consistently.
Sign up for a free trial period with a credit reporting agency: Equifax, Experian, or
TransUnion .

We will once again be
selling gift cards from
several different stores
for the holidays. The
sale goes through
December 3. You may take a copy of the
list of stores and an order sheet home to
look over at your leisure. Bring it back
with your cash or check written to St Paul's
Lutheran Church. We will order the cards
and then give them to you when they are
received. It usually takes about seven days
for them to arrive at the church.

Purchasing these gift cards is a win-win.
You help the church financially, and it
makes your Christmas and grocery
shopping easier!
I hope you all take advantage of the cards
and realize we are helping others as much
as ourselves. (These purchases are not taxdeductible. You are receiving goods for
your donation.)
Look for the Participating Retailers list in
Narthex. Questions: Lois Uetz 609-261
0125

The profit from these sales will be added
to the Acme/Shoprite account which has
come in handy lately. With these monies,
we have repaired the air conditioner in the
Parish Hall, installed new lighting in the
Parish Hall and paid the electrician’s bill
for the lighting installation. Also, it
recently paid for the visiting pastors we’ve
had during our 150th celebration.

Hearing Loss is directly linked to the onset of dementia & Alzheimer’s disease,
showing a 30 to 40% accelerated rate of cognitive decline over a six year period
compared to normal hearing according to an Hearing Health magazine article by
otologist Frank R. Lin M.D., Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University.

Church Snow Removal
The Property Team is working to
coordinate snow removal from the
sidewalk and entryways to the
church. While the parking lot will be
plowed, we don’t have a service to
perform sidewalk clearing. We need
snow removal helpers. Please contact
the church office if you are able to
contribute to this important work
during the snow season. Thanks for
your willingness to serve!

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group Meeting- First Thursday of month, 1 PM –
2 PM, Second Thursday of month: 6 - 7 PM, at Brookdale Alzheimer Facility, Bldg B,
Ste 300, 480 Woodlane Rd., Westampton. Questions call Deb Taylor 609-877-0555.
TIP OF THE MONTH
Do you have an EMERGENCY FUND? A strong Emergency Fund should contain
enough money to cover six months of expenses. A Bankrate Survey reported that
23% of U.S. households are living from paycheck to paycheck. [UBS Wealth
Management Update]

6

15

The 150th Anniversary Committee would like to recognize the members
who received certificates for membership of 50+ and 75+ years.
50 Years
Marilyn Adams
Jeffrey Alexander
Joyce Prickett-Alexander
Leslie Augustino
Susan Carpenter
Virginia “Ginny” Cliver
Jean Colletti
Elmer Conover
Mildred Conover
Mitch Cramer
Fran Daily
Mary D’Amico
Donna DeCillis
Perry Doyle
Brian Eckert
Grace Ezze
Stephen Freudenberger
William “Bill” Gardner
Millie Guenther
Dewayne Guhn
Janice Haines
Glenn Heppard
Carolyn Horner
Natalie Houwen
Elaine Jardine
Vera Jensen
Gladys Kleinknecht
Sharon Layman
Joan Lynch
Joy Lynch
William “Bill” Lynch
Janet Mehl
Claudia O’Malley

Andrew “Andy” Pagenkopf
David “Dave” Pagenkopf
Laura Pagenkopf
Marilyn Phifer
Larry Platt
Joyce Platt
Carrie Poster
Nancy Prickett
Phillip “Phil” Prickett
Eva Priestley
Edward “Ed” Rife
Robert “Bob” Ritter
Robert “Bob” Schnaufer
Doris Schnaufer
Joan Thompson
Roberta Yoos
75 Years
Irving “Irv” Adams
Jane Challendar
Walter “Walt” Cliver
Grace Compton
Marge Gardner
Walter “Walt” Hullings
John Johnson
Marie Kaelin
Betty Polidoro
Miriam Prickett
Carol Ritter
Dorothy “Dot” Shinn
Arthur Yoos
Harold Yoos
Kathleen “Boots” White
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Thanksgiving Basket
Collection

Christmas Gifts
for Families

On Saturday, November 18, the Boy
Scouts of our Troop 5 and the Cub Scouts
of our Pack 58 combed the greater
Hainesport community to collect the
In the spirit of the
yellow bags of food donated for
season, we are once again instituting our
annual Giving Tree! Last year, our effort Thanksgiving distribution. When their task
was done, they had collected 85 bags of
was a tremendous success, and we were
food which were given to our food
able to provide 160 gifts for families in
collection and over 100 bags of food that
need. We would greatly appreciate your
cooperation again to help to bring smiles to were distributed to Extended Hands
Ministry in Mount Holly.
the faces of children in the local
community.
The bags of food we received that day were
The tags were taken quickly, but if you
sorted with help from some of the Boy
didn’t get a tag and would still like to give Scouts. On Sunday at 11:00, a crew of 13
a gift, you can donate a gift card from
St. Paul’s volunteers met to assemble thirty
Target or Kohl’s. We can use these to add -one baskets of food! Each basket included
things for the children such as hats, gloves a full Thanksgiving meal and additional
and scarves. You can purchase gifts cards food items which included canned goods,
through the church fundraiser!
cereal, pasta and sauces, peanut butter and
All gifts should be sent in unwrapped, with jelly, fresh fruits and vegetables, milk,
cheese, eggs and butter. The moneys
the snowman attached to the gift on or
received made trips to the grocery store
before noon on Sunday, December 10!!
possible for additional items to supplement
There is a box to deposit gift cards in the
the generous food donations from our
church office on Rosanne’s desk for your
congregation. Between 2:00 and 3:30
convenience.
recipients arrived to pick up their baskets
and were overwhelmed with the generosity
Thank you for all your support! Merry
of our congregation. The Social Ministry
Christmas!
Committee and I want to thank everyone
Donations of holiday wrapping paper, gift who had a part in making sure that all
bags, tissue paper, and sticker gift labels/
could have a joyous
tags would be very much appreciated! If
Thanksgiving, overflowing
you would like to help wrap, join us in the in the abundances provided
Parish Hall on December 17 at 3:30 pm!
by God.
For more information contact Sandy
Betty Brink
Sambucci at mommybucci1@verizon.net
Thanksgiving Baskets
Chairperson
Seasons Greetings!
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Seniors Luncheon
Our Thanksgiving Seniors Luncheon was a
rousing success! We ate, we laughed, we
fellowshipped, and we had an overall blast!
Thanks to everyone who made it
possible—shout out to our helpers for the
event: Claudia O’Malley, Melissa Headrick
Peggy Ferraro, Joan Dunlevy, Lois Uetz,
Sandy Sambucci, John and Elaine Jardine,
Bev Grazioli, Pat Jackson and Joan
Thompson, our official photographer!
We’re looking forward to seeing those
photos soon!

So Thankful!!
This month, Social Ministry is all about
“Thanks” - where to begin? At the
beginning, I guess!

Roy and Viola Christensen

456 Landing Street—Smithtown, New York 11737

A Perfect 10
150 years ago, on October 21st, 1867, a beautiful thing happened in Mt. Holly, New Jersey!!! St.
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church was born—a small “cradle of faith” witnessing to those
around it that “God is Good,” …specifically that Jesus Christ is the giver of all that is great and
good in life!!!
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church was so good to have happened, so needed in so many
ways, so inspirational and uplifting to so many struggling pioneers…it was…it was beautiful…a
“PERFECT 10” in the language of life!!
Today, October 21st, 2017, 150 years later, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is still here…still witnessing through its membership and ministry the marvelous message that Jesus Christ is truly
the greatest power a person can experience in his or her life…that miracles can and do happen…
that tragedies in life can and are being transformed into triumphs, at times seen, at other times,
unseen by us.

Breakfast Collection
Thank you to everyone who donated to the
breakfast collection in October. We had
quite a collection of instant breakfast items
for those in need! Special thanks to Joy
Lynch for delivering it to the shelters!

For 150 years, St. Paul’s living message has been, in so many ways, a “light” in the midst of
darkness…an “oasis of refreshment” in a dry desert…a “family home” into which we can enter
to worship and to pray and to praise a God of Life and Love…a perfect “10” in a world still
struggling to find itself!!!

Veteran’s Day

Someone once wrote, “In this world it is not what we take in, but rather what we give up that
makes us rich!”

Thanks to all the veterans who gave us
their photos and information for our
Veterans Day display. And a huge thank
you to all of our veterans for your service!
We would not be the country we are today
with you!

To the 100s of pioneers and settlers who have been a part of the first 150 years of St. Paul’s ongoing history and ministry and who have touched and enriched the lives of countless new families, new friends, new farmers…we thankfully say: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant…rejoice and be glad in it.”

Thanks, also, to all the bakers and shoppers
who helped with fellowship.

And to those of us here today and elsewhere, we need to remember and be thrilled and thankful
that all of us here at St. Paul’s are now the present pioneers and pilgrims of Christ proclaiming
to whomever we meet in life the very same message given by those who have come before…
that Jesus Christ is the greatest giver of hope and happiness…and the greatest giver of a future
filled with the promise that “the very best is yet to come!!”
Yes, today this is still our mission here at St. Paul’s to tell and show others that the more we
love and the more we share with others, the more our lives will be enriched beyond anything we
ever thought possible!!
And that’s truly A Perfect “10”!!
4
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Sunday School ~ One Soul of an Idea!
Merry Christmas!
Last month I wrote about Sunday School having substance and the important work we do.
I was struggling for a topic this month until I asked myself what was the ONE thing that
keeps us HOOTing in Sunday School?
Is it…
God’s unconditional love – God’s grace?
The fact we are forgiven no matter how much we sin?
All the good we do is a response to what God gives us?
We are children of God?
Jesus was a game changer, and the gospels tell his story?
We believe in the Trinity – God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
Two for the price of one: Baptism and Holy Communion?
Reforming our ideas of what it means to include everyone?
As I think of Mary on that donkey in this Christmas season, I can’t help but remain in awe.
Baby Jesus had to be pressing against her bladder more than once and imagine trying to be
comfortable while sitting on a donkey pregnant! Jesus was born of the handiwork of God,
the Holy Spirit, to a virgin who simply served the Lord. And he learned to be a carpenter
from Joseph. Joseph… his dad who saved his mom from ridicule and possible death, took
his family to Egypt in order to fulfill God’s plan. Jesus knew the deep love and devotion
his (earthly) dad had for his mom. And that brings me to the conclusion…
Yes! Jesus was, and is still to this day, a game changer! We focus on Jesus… Help
Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT, HOOT!
On behalf of Team Sunday School (Krissy Soltesz, Elaine Jardine, Agnes Kimball, Steve
Louie, Laurie Maccri, Jen McLaren, Sandy Sambucci, Marisa Bozarth, Robin Sperry and
Trish Colbridge), we wish you and your entire family a very Merry Christmas! During
your grace on Christmas Day or at a time that you remember it, exclaim, “Yay, God!”
because Jesus was and is a Game Changer! He is one Soul of an idea… Thanks Be to
God!
At St. Paul’s, “Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT HOOT!”
HOOT, HOOT,
Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468
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Advent Lunches

The Parade of Pastors,
Continued

Once again, we will
gather on Wednesday
afternoons at noon
during the Advent
season for hot soup and
in-depth conversations.

On December 2 and 3, we will welcome
back Pastor David Jones, our associate
pastor from 1981 to 1985, as our guest
preacher.

This December, we will look at three
homonyms: wheel, we’ll and wield. Look at
an Advent wreath, in essence, a wheel
covered with greens and illuminated by
four candles. Why a wheel? Why a circle?
We’ll find out on Wednesday, December 6.

After Pastor Jones completed his tenure
with us, he went on to become the mission
developer for Lord of Life Lutheran Church
in Tabernacle, New Jersey. He was called
to be the first pastor for that congregation, a
position he still holds today!

Pastor Jones continues our privilege of
“We’ll”, the contraction of “we will”, will welcoming back former pastors of St.
Paul’s as we close out our celebration of
help us focus on what it means when we
our Sesquicentennial. Please come and join
say we will do things and don’t stop to
consult with God! We’ll talk about this on us in welcoming Pastor Jones! Services that
weekend will be on Saturday night at 7:30,
Wednesday, December 13.
and the new Sunday schedule of 9:00 AM
Jesus wields his power among us, but there and 11:00 AM.
are also times Jesus yields power. As
Advent comes to an end, we will be talking
about power and who holds it. That
conversation will take place on Wednesday,
Catechism
December 20.
Our classes continue through the month of
If you would like to contribute soup or
December, although it will only be one
bread for the lunch, there is a sign-up poster class for the whole month!
in the narthex. Sharyn Lyden is
coordinating all of this, and any help you
Our topic on Wednesday, December 13 will
can give her will be much appreciated. She be “Christmas Here and There”. We will be
may even designate you as “The Big
looking at how we celebrate Christmas
Wheel” of the kitchen!
within the church and how it is celebrated
outside our walls. Students are invited to
bring stories of their own
family traditions as well.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in from these sessions will help the call committee
Christ,
understand where the congregation has been
these past two years, and what they are hoping
It’s December, and there
for in the future.
are some changes in the air. Our worship
While I don’t have nine months to
schedule changes to two services on Sunday
prepare for what is to come, I can tell you that
mornings: 9:00 and 11:00. Next month, the
the next two months will be filled with lists of
Saturday night service will move to 5:00 PM,
things to do! By that, I mean making sure that
making it a little easier to get here in some
we have the right people in the right places to
daylight.
help provide the leadership that will be
December is also the month we, as a
necessary to continue moving the congregation
congregation, begin the mental and emotional forward. Several years ago, a leadership book
transition of wrapping up my ministry among
called “Good to Great” encouraged leaders to
you. As you know, I have announced my
make sure that the right people were in the right
retirement, effective February 15, 2018, with
seats on “the bus”. A person whose main
my last days of worship leadership on February interest is making sure that things go right in
10 and 11. This was not an easy decision,
worship is not the right person to be heading up
although I am told that some in the
a clothing drive. Good leadership skills,
congregation assumed I would make the
perhaps, but not applied in the right area. I’ll be
announcement at the anniversary dinner on
trying to help make some of those matches in
October 18! I was hoping to remain as pastor
the weeks to come.
until the summer of 2019, but I see signs that it
Think of yourselves as the shepherds in
will be best for the congregation if I step aside the Christmas narrative. They were out,
sooner and allow new voices and new ideas to standing in their field (as many of you are!)
assume leadership roles.
when their lives were drastically altered by the
When a new baby is to come in to a
appearance of the angels. They were given
family, the family spends months preparing for instructions (“Go and see”), so they obeyed.
the arrival. I have been doing the same in
They went from the stable back to their jobs
preparation for this retirement. The sabbatical and told everyone what they had seen and
leave that I took in 2015 focused on studying
heard. Their shepherding business did not come
how a pastor can effectively retire from a
to a complete halt. They continued doing what
congregation and be sure that the congregation they had been doing, only doing it as changed
is ready for that transition.
people; people who had experienced the
One of the results of that sabbatical
presence of Jesus up close and personal.
was the creation of “Think Tanks”. I recruited
That’s you. You, too, have experienced
six key people from the congregation and gave Jesus in so many intimate and personal ways,
them eleven focused questions dealing with the and have come here to St. Paul’s to share those
present and the future of the congregation. So
stories and experiences with the rest of us.
far, I have convened two of these sessions. I
Those are the stories we want to share over the
was not present for the conversation, in order
next several months. I look forward to hearing
for conversation to be free-flowing and
them and sharing them among you.
unencumbered with fears of hurting my
feelings. Minutes were taken of the meetings,
In peace,
but those minutes are in sealed envelopes, and Pastor David Jost
will be given to the call committee, once it is
formed. I am hoping that the conversations

need, and take everything with them when
they are finished, and leave everything the
way they find it.
December 2017
The recitals are not just for students and
by Denisemarie Ramos
their families. The recitals are free to
everyone, and anyone from the church may
The New Jersey School of Music
attend. Even though we list when the
recitals are so that all of you are aware of
Some of you may know that I teach
the schedule, I have never posted what
piano at the New Jersey School of Music. I recitals are taking place before, but in the
have worked there for twenty years. When spring I will post the recitals for you in
I started there a famous South Jersey music case you would like to attend. This way
family owned the school, the Salicondro’s. you may choose to go to a voice or a violin
About fifteen years ago the Salicondro’s
recital and you will know when they take
sold the school to the Sutin family. Renee place.
Sutin and her son Matthew are co-owners
I hope this answers any questions you
of the school.
may have about the school and recitals.
We used to hold our recitals at various The church has been a great blessing to the
places in Medford and Cherry Hilll, but
owners, teachers and students of the music
none of those venues were quite right. So school. I am proud that my church is such
when Beth Haltmeier donated her baby
an integral part of that community. I thank
grand to the church, I made the suggestion all of you for your understanding, concern
that we hold recitals at St. Paul’s. Renee
and compassion in this matter.
and Matthew, as well as all the teachers
Romans 12:13, “When God’s people
and students, agree that it is the best place are in need, be ready to help them. Always
imaginable to have recitals.
be eager to practice hospitality.”
The School is totally independent and
does not need help from anyone at church.
Renee makes arrangements for recital dates
with Rosanne about 5 or 6 months in
Christmas Cookies
advance of recital season. The school
makes a donation for use of the building
based on the churches suggestion. Renee, Baking Christmas cookies? Please think about
baking an extra batch to freeze, and we will use
Matthew and my husband Val who also
them for Valentines for our shut-ins. We will
works for the school, know how to enter
the church and how to lock and unlock all be collecting them in February for delivery.
the various doors. Renee, Matthew, or Val Watch the Chimes and FYI for dates!
attend every single recital and oversee the
teachers and students. When equipment
needs to be moved or the sound system is
needed, Val is there to oversee that as well.
The school brings all the supplies they
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Music Matters

Worship Schedule for December 2017
With our congregation being down to one pastor, there will be a change
in our worship schedule, starting the weekend of December 2 and 3. We
will offer two traditional style worship services and one alternative style each weekend. Sunday
School will now have one hour dedicated to that educational ministry, from 10:00 to 11:00 AM.
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Please note: on Sunday, December 24, we will celebrate Fourth Advent at one 10:00 AM
worship service. The schedule for December 31 remains the same: 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM.
Saturday, December 2

7:30 PM – ELW* based worship (1st Advent)

Sunday, December 3

9:00 AM – worship leadership by the Praise Band

December 17—6:00 pm
Early Christmas Eve Service for those who
cannot make services on the 24th or who are
busily involved in worship that night.

11:00 AM – ELW based worship
Saturday, December 9

7:30 PM – ELW based worship (2nd Advent)

Sunday, December 10

9:00 AM – Same Spirit/Capstone

Christmas Eve
10:00 AM—Fourth Advent Service
3:00 PM—Geared toward young children
5:00 PM—Led by our Praise Band
8:00—Traditional
11:00—Traditional

11:00 AM – ELW based worship
Saturday, December 16

7:30 PM – ELW based worship (3rd Advent)

Sunday, December 17

9:00 AM – Same Spirit/Capstone
11:00 AM – ELW based worship
6:00 PM – pre-Christmas Eve service; Jazmat

Saturday, December 23

7:30 PM – ELW based worship (4th Advent)

Sunday, December 24

10:00 AM ONLY – ELW based worship (4th Advent)

Christmas Day
10:00 AM—A simple
Christmas Day observance

3:00 PM – Children’s Christmas Eve worship service
5:00 PM – Christmas Eve worship (Praise Band)
8:00 PM – Christmas Eve worship (ELW)
11:00 PM – Christmas Eve worship (ELW)
Monday, December 25

10:00 AM – Christmas Day worship (ELW)

Saturday, December 30

7:30 PM – ELW based worship (1st Christmas)

Sunday, December 31

9:00 AM – Same Spirit/Capstone
11:00 AM – ELW based worship

Effective January 6, 2018, Saturday night worship moves to 5:00 PM.
*Evangelical Lutheran Worship
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