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Dear Friends, (I call you that because I have 
grown to know and love so many of you, sight 
unseen!), 
 “So long, farewell, auf Wiedersehen, 
good night; adieu, adieu, to you and you and 
you.” You are all familiar with that song from 
“The Sound of Music”. It’s the song the 
children sing as they exit the front parlor and 
prepare to go to bed. It’s a cute song, but it also 
masks the pain of saying good-bye. When the 
children sing it a second time, at the Salzburg 
Music Festival, knowing that they are 
leaving their homeland, there is a 
poignancy in the words they sing. 
 And so it is with good-byes. I 
have accepted the invitation of 
another congregation to become their 
“faithful correspondent”, so this will 
be my last opportunity to speak to 
you through this page. 
 Someone asked me one time, “Why 
Omega? I always thought that was a watch, or a 
fatty acid.” Yes, Omega is the brand name of a 
watch, and trust me, there have been times 
where I have reread what I have written and 
wanted to put my hands in front of my face! 
(Children who have grown up with only digital 
watches – ask your grandfather to explain that 
statement.) And yes, omega-3 is a fatty acid. 
 But I chose the name “omega” because 
in the Greek alphabet, it is the last letter. What 
better name for the last page of your monthly 
newsletter? In the Book of Revelation, Jesus 
identifies himself three times as “the Alpha and 
the Omega” (1:8, 21:6 and 22:13). He is the 
beginning and the ending. But, in spite of using 
the word “omega”, Jesus continues on. 
 Omega reminds us that everything 
comes to an end. The New York Yankees won 
the World Series from 1936-1938, and again 
from 1949 to 1953, and again from 1998 to 
2000, but their last World Series victory was in 
2009. “Gunsmoke” ran on TV from 1955 until 
1975 – an amazing twenty-year run. Even “As 
the World Turns” ended its run in 2010, having  

 
begun in 1956. 
 In the Bible it says “To everything, 
there is a season.” So it is with writers and 
faithful correspondents. I trust that all of us will 
live “happily ever after”. 
 I have enjoyed my time with you, 
observing and reflecting upon some of the 
activities in your day-to-day life. Whether it 
was the pastor dressing up as a chicken, or the 
joy of the children in Sunday School and VBS, 
or the joy of victory and the agony of defeat on 

the softball field, I have treasured the 
opportunity to observe and chronicle 
what you have accomplished.  
 I’ve heard your pastor say 
“The root word of funeral is ‘fun’” 
and how that has allowed you to 
celebrate resurrection joy. I watched 
as your children grew up and went off 
to discover what God and the world 

had in store for them – and, yes, I saw parents’ 
tears as that took place. I have even heard your 
choirs as they joined voices to give thanks to 
God for all the good that God has done. Quilts 
and banners; food and clothing collections; 
baptisms and weddings – all of them have a St. 
Paul’s fingerprint on them because of you and 
your understanding of God’s call to serve 
others.  
 So thank you for this opportunity you 
have given me to be a small part of your lives. I 
wish all of you all of God’s blessings, for a 
minimum of the next 150 years!   
        
 Your faithful correspondent, 
     
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
 After waiting for 150 

years, October 2017 is here! This 
month culminates our year-long celebration 

and preparation for our sesquicentennial. (For 
those of you who have not learned how to say 
that word, you have twenty-five years to learn 
the next term, and you even get three choices 
for a 175th anniversary: 
Demisemiseptcentennial, quartoseptcentennial, 
or terquasquicentennial). 
 Our congregation looks very different 
than it did in those early days of the late 19th 
century. Different buildings, different people, 
different community around us. Even a 
different address – for 135 years, we were a 
Mount Holly church. Today, we are a 
Hainesport church. Thank you, United Sates 
Post Office. 
 In fact, our congregation looks very 
different than it did just a few years ago. Back 
when the 20th century gave way to the 21st 
century, we were a growing, thriving 
congregation, dedicated to the proclamation 
and the sharing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
we had a great interest in children and 
ministries for young people; we looked for 
ways to share our resources with those less 
fortunate. 
 We are still blessed today. We still 
have a lot of space in which to do our 
ministries. We still have variety in the musical 
styles we offer. We have good relations with 
the congregations around us. We are still 
generous with our food and other products. We 
still have Christ as the center of what we do 
and say. 
 I have often wondered what if one of 
our founders could come back and visit us 
today – what would that person think? Could 
anyone in 1867 have imagined a church this 
size? Who would’ve thought that we would 
need a large parking lot to accommodate all the 
people who came here from around our region? 
In 1867, we were the only Lutheran church in 

this area of Southern New Jersey. Now we are 
surrounded by sisters and brothers who share 
the same Gospel message as we do. 
 If the article in the September 6 edition 
of the Philadelphia Inquirer is correct, our style 
of being church will go out of style within a 
few decades. The article talked about the 
increasing presence of house churches; small 
groups of people gathering in homes for 
worship, unencumbered by the expense of 
buildings or staff. In other words, the church of 
the 2030s may look a lot like the church in the 
years after the ascension of Jesus! As a pastor 
of a congregation which has been the largest 
worshipping Lutheran congregation in New 
Jersey for two decades, I have trouble wrapping 
my head around that image. But if it is where 
the Holy Spirit is leading the Church (or 
pushing the Church), then that is where it will 
go. 
 Fortunately, the Spirit has always led 
the Church, not just in this congregation, but 
throughout the world. When recent hurricanes 
devastated Houston and Puerto Rico, the people 
of the Church responded to the needs of those 
affected. When the president decided to rescind 
the DACA program, threatening the lives of 
thousands of people who did not come to 
America by choice, but have chosen to stay and 
get educations and jobs, the Church was one of 
the voices being heard in protest to the cruelty 
of that decision. The voice of the Christian 
Church has always been one of the loudest 
voices demanding justice for all people, 
regardless of color, gender or economic status. 
 Our voice has been, and continues to be 
one of those voices within the Body of Christ. 
As we celebrate our accomplishments over 
these past 150 years, let us never lose sight of 
the accomplishments yet to come in the 
proclamation of Jesus as Lord. 
     
  In peace,  
  Pastor David Jost 
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Music Matters  

October 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

Music Ministry Updates 

 

Children’s Choirs 

 The Children’s choirs are back and 
have been rehearsing. We are having fun 
and learning lots of music. Please come out 
on Tuesday nights. All ages are invited to 
come. 

Christus Choir 

 Christus Choir rehearses on 
Thursday nights at 7:30. Right now we are 
focused on learning music for the 150th 
Anniversary service taking place on 
Wednesday October 18. Everyone is 
welcome to join this choir. 

Bell Choir 

 The Bell Choir is also preparing 
music for the 150th Anniversary service. 
Because of budget cuts, Bell Choir 
rehearsals will be suspended after October 
18.  We have a very expensive set of Bells, 
and I am trying hard to solve this problem. 
Anyone interested in helping with this 
issue, please contact me. 

Praise Band 

 Praise Band will begin rehearsing 
again in October on two Thursday nights a 
month at 6:30. Please contact Krissy Soltez 
or me if you are interested in joining Praise 
Band.  

Same Spirit and Capstone 

 These two bands rotate Tuesday 
evenings for rehearsals. They meet at 7:30. 
In October, Bonnie and Bob Tumminia 
will be joining us the first two weeks. 

Chorale 

 Chorale is off to a great start and 
will be performing the 4th Sunday of every 
month. They will be featured at our 
Anniversary service. The Jazzmat team 
will be preparing for our special 
“Christmas Eve before Christmas” service.  

  So please don’t be shy when it 
comes to helping out with the music 
program. Leave word with Rosanne if you 
can lend a hand to any of these groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Shawl Sharers Meeting 
 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

10:00 AM 

In the Study House 

 
Questions? 

Contact Midy Mangiante 

(609) 265-2472 
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Our OWL Tree 

 

I hope you have taken a look at our OWL tree in the narthex.  There is an 
owl for each child who has come to Sunday School on it.  Perhaps you have seen it our St. 
Paul’s Face Book page. 

For those of you who saw the owls early on after they were hung on the tree, you may 
have noticed that two things were missing from the owls. 

So, maybe you asked, “Why are the owls missing wings and ears?  

Right you are!  They are missing wings and ears. 

“How will they get them?” you ask. I am glad you asked.   

The kids will get owl partners.  When they help their partner, they will get a wing to 
represent their continued growth in being a follower of Jesus.  The goal is for each child to 
get two wings, and of course to continue to help each other.  Each child will put cut-outs 
of their hand prints on his or her owl.  When each child participates in Sunday School with 
a bible verse or other information from the Bible, they will get an ear.  Two shares equals 
two ears. 

Please ask our Sunday School owls what our theme is this year.  This year, Sunday School 
will HOOT for the Lord.  We are HOOT OWLs: 

Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT, HOOT! 

Our owls are very lucky to have such a dedicated “owlery team” to help them experience 
God’s wonderful world.  Team Sunday School is an awesome team!  Please ask these 
remarkable Team Sunday School members for their thoughts on Team Sunday School.  I 
bet they will have a positive word to share with you.  We wouldn’t have Team SS without 
them, to be sure: 

Marisa Bozarth, Trish Colbridge, Elaine Jardine, Agnes Kimball, Steve Louie, Laurie 
Maccri, Jen McLaren, Sandy Sambucci, Krissy Soltesz, and Robin Sperry.  

At St. Paul’s, “Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord!  HOOT HOOT!” 

 

HOOT, HOOT, 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 

 

 
 

Sunday School ~We’re Growing in Faith! 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 

 

This is my last newsletter article here at St. Paul’s.  
This congregation will go from two pastors down to 
one.  I am saddened and heartbroken to leave here.  I 
still have a lot of vision for this congregation.  I still 
think there is great ministry to be done here.  
 
My last Sunday here is October 15. Then I am using 
my remaining vacation time.  While I love and care 
about all of you we must cut ties.  The ELCA has 
rules about a pastor leaving a congregation. These 
rules apply to associate pastors and senior pastors.  
While the rules seem harsh they are in place to allow 
a congregation to grieve and transition. It saddens 
me, but I will no longer be your pastor and will no 
longer perform pastoral duties for this congregation.  
I am not permitted to do baptisms, funerals, pastoral 
counseling, visits, hospital visits.  I am not permitted 
to return for confirmations, funerals, etc. My 
membership will be transferred to another 
congregation, and I will no longer worship here. 
While it breaks my heart, I cannot remain in contact 
with the congregation.  
 
Even though we must cut ties, you will remain 
always in my thoughts and prayers.  You may see 
me out and about in the area.  It is ok to say hello, 
but I cannot serve you as your pastor.  It is critical 
that you don’t just come to church, but be the church 
now more than ever.  This fearful world needs a 
fearless church.  
 
We have been fearful so far this year due to financial 
concerns. We eliminated the sexton position and 
there has been discussion, council votes and letters 
to the senior pastor and council for months to 
eliminate the associate pastor position.  At the 
special council meeting in September the council 
vote to eliminate the associate pastor position via 
special congregational meeting was 4 - 6 with four 
being in favor of having a meeting to eliminate the 
position.  After that meeting some were upset that 
council didn’t call the congregational meeting and 
wanted to petition to call one.   
 

In my report to church council for September, I 
challenged both council and the congregation as to 
whether St. Paul’s is serious about doing mission 
and ministry or is simply going to continue to slash 
and burn through the spending plan.  Some have 
taken offense to it.  I care too much about the 
mission and ministry of this congregation.  If we 
react in fear and continue to try to balance the 
budget this way, without truly thinking about its 
missional impact, we have a problem.  Are we 
serving and putting our trust in hope in God or in 
mammon?  These are tough words to read and tough 
words for me to say. I am passionate about the 
gospel, that’s why we’re here. 
 
I strived to make recommendations and guide 
council and the congregation.  With my report to 
council in August, I submitted three pages about 
ways we are saving money, things we can do to 
reduce costs, and ways to generate money.  There 
are about 841 people on our rolls (as of close of 
2016) with about 600 active as of the close of 2016.   
 
I, as an individual, came to you out of seminary with 
about $100k in debt; the majority of it was 
educational debt for my seminary education. It has 
been a source of anxiety as it is for many young 
pastors.  I have been paying down my personal debt 
while giving and increasing giving to this 
congregation. If I can climb out of significant debt 
as an individual, several hundred of you can support 
the mission plan of this congregation and pay down 
debt. This congregation can do the same. It won’t 
happen overnight, but it is doable.  How do we want 
to serve God, share the gospel, and carry out 
mission?  That is our starting point. Look back over 
the years.  We’ve been in debt and deficit of some 
magnitude before.  God has seen us through those 
times.   
 
St. Paul’s can be church, but it means trusting God, 
it means being missional, boldly proclaiming the 
Good News of Jesus.  Christianity isn’t a spectator 
sport.  Go, be, do church proclaim Jesus in Word 
and deed.  The world needs us now more than ever.  
This fearful world needs a fearless church.  Put your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Pastor Laura Esposito 

 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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Breakfast—the Most Important 

Meal of the Day 
 

Breakfast is something we take for granted.  

You get up, pour your coffee and grab a 

bite to eat.  For some, that is not an option 

That’s why in the month of October, we 

will be collecting “Instant Breakfasts” such 

as packets of oatmeal, cream of wheat, or 

grits.  We also welcome the donation of 

breakfast bars and biscuits.   

These donations will be distributed to 

Extended Hands Ministry in Mt. Holly and 

the New Visions Day Shelter in Camden.  

Both of these ministries offer services to 

the homeless in our communities. 

Look for the display and collection box in 

the narthex. 

Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are You a 

Veteran? 

Information 

Needed 
 

Are you a veteran? 

Please be part of our Veterans Weekend 

celebration, November 11 and 12, honoring 

all who have served .  Bring in a picture of 

yourself in the service.  The photo will be 

scanned and returned to you.  Also, please 

include a brief job description and where you 

were stationed (ex: Platoon Sergeant Cav. 

Viet Nam).  

Contact the church office or Pat Headrick 

with any questions.  You can also email 

photos to stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 

St. Paul’s  

Seniors Luncheon 

Sunday, November 12, 12:15 

A Thanksgiving Feast 

with your St. Paul’s Family 
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Pastoral Acts for 
September 

 

Baptisms:  Ava Marie Johnson 
 

Funerals:  Ilse Burrell 
 

Weddings:  none 

the hallways, the original 1993 flooring 
was taken up and all new flooring was 
installed. Our building continued to be 
utilized by groups within the community: 
AA, NA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, West 
Jersey Embroiderer’s Guild, Trevose 
Behavioral group (weight maintenance), 
and others, as space was available. 

Many of the established ministries 
continued: we were one of the few 
congregations to send someone on the 
International Servant Trip to Bosnia each 
year it has been offered; the Needle and 
Thread ladies continued to produce 
beautiful hand-crafted blankets for use 
locally and around the world; the softball 
team continued praying and playing; the 
Thursday morning Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
continued to discuss world and local events 
around donuts, cereal and coffee. Each 
summer, we offered Vacation Bible School 
to our children and the children of the 
larger community. Our Social Ministry 
committee continued to make us aware of 
the needs of others, whether it was 
mosquito netting for tropic areas for 
malaria control, or clothing drives after 
natural disasters, or simply the collection 
of food for area food pantries. 

This month, we say farewell to 
Pastor Esposito, as she embarks on a new 
phase of her ministry, serving as chaplain 
at the local Lutheran home in Moorestown. 

In 2017, we launched a year-long 
celebration of our sesquicentennial. Past 
pastors, either those who served or those 
who were inspired to serve, came back and 
preached for us: Bob Swartz, Sue Jones, 
David Stoner and Kathy Knodt, Shelly 
Satran, David Mangiante, David Jones and 
Rip Hoffman. The celebration is scheduled 
to reach its zenith on Wednesday, October 

18 as we host a festive anniversary worship 
service featuring Bishop Tracie 
Bartholomew as our preacher, followed by 
a celebratory dinner on Friday, October 20. 

One of the hymns that has appeared 
in every Lutheran worship book says, “O 
God, our help in ages past, our hope for 
years to come, our shelter from the stormy 
blast, and our eternal home.” We come to 
this point in our story not as an ending 
point, but a point midway through our 
story. God has been with us for the past 
150 years, and God promises to be with us 
into eternity. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 8 

   12:30 PM 
 

Coffee, tea and dessert 

will be provided. 
 

  Bring a bagged lunch if you’d like! 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Fifteen of Fifteen) 

 
In each issue of The Chimes, the 

Sesquicentennial Planning Team has 
brought you a fifteen-part series on the 
history of our congregation. The series has 
been broken down into ten-year pieces, 
ending with these final seven years, 2010-
2017. We hope you enjoy reading and 
learning. Not every tidbit of our history 
will fit into these articles, but we will do 
our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

 
2010-2017 
By the time 2010 rolled around, we 

had grown to a eight-person staff: Pastor 
Jost, Pastor Stoner, Karla May (youth and 
family), Denisemarie Ramos (music), 
Karen Boettge (reJOYce school), Corrine 
Mattson (secretary), Karen McMahon 
(business manager) and Dennis 
Mroczkowski (sexton). As a congregation, 
we had reached the “high water mark” of 
our weekend attendance back in 2006, 
peaking out at 426 worshippers for a 
weekend. The economic downturn that 
affected the rest of the county affected us, 
as people began to leave the area or 
decided that giving to the church was not a 
financial priority. 

In 2010, Pastor David Stoner was 
given the opportunity by the New Jersey 
Synod to start a new mission in nearby 
Jackson, NJ. With his departure, we 
welcomed Amy Troxell, a seminarian from 
Gettysburg Seminary (now United 

Lutheran Seminary) to be our intern for the 
year. While she was with us, Pastor Jost 
conducted a seventeen-location survey to 
ascertain the future of staffing. Almost 
everyone agreed that due to the size of St. 
Paul’s, a second pastor was needed.  In 
2011, Laura Esposito was called to be our 
associate pastor. In 2013, as her husband 
was called to serve a church in Virginia, 
Karla May left us to pursue new 
educational opportunities in that state.  

Due to the successful response to 
our “Time Together Tuesdays” ministry 
and the large number of children it 
attracted, we suspended our Sunday School 
ministry. At the same time, we introduced 
“Message in a Minute” as part of the 9:30 
worship service, which provided an 
educational insight into the lessons of the 
day, usually presented in skit form. (The 
9:30 service was created as a missional 
outreach, replacing the Sunday night 
service.) Within a year, Sunday School had 
been resumed under the guidance of Bev 
Grazioli and a cadre of dedicated teachers 
and aides. 

With five vocal choirs, a bell choir, 
a Praise Band and four other worship bands 
(Capstone, Same Spirit, Ark Angels, and 
Jazzmat), we were able to offer a wide 
variety of music to lead our services. Often 
times, drama, in the form of “Act, Too!”, 
would provide inspiration as part of 
worship. Our youth and family staff 
member, Karla May, had introduced “Pas 
de Dieu” as a dance troupe to interpret 
Christian music and theology through 
movement. 

Thanks to the presence of the 
reJOYce preschool, improvements were 
made to the education wing and to the 
outside playground. In the narthex and all 
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Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

Thanksgiving seems far away, but it will be 

here before we know it.  It’s not too early 

to start thinking about Thanksgiving 

Baskets for those in need. We are again 

collecting non-perishables to make baskets. 

The families we help are enrolled in the 

free lunch program at local schools.  

Needed items include: 

Canned fruits 
Canned vegetables 

100% juice 
Stuffing or Bread Mix 

Desserts* 
 

*Please provide all items needs for a dessert. 
If you purchase cake mix or pie filling, 
please include frosting or a pie crust. 

 
We will also be collecting donations of 
turkeys or ham, or monetary donations 
for their purchase. 
 
Details will be published in the 
November Chimes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Suffering, God’s Grace 
 

Suffering is often used by God 
To mold us into servants the more; 
And we’ve got to resist temptation to re-think God 
Because suffering has come to our door 
 

Question His motives—we must not 
He’s doing something great within 
Molding and making us 
Above this world of sin 
 

Suffering plays a role that is beneficial 
No need to search for someone to blame 
We must take it in our strinde 
And all for Jesus’ name 
 

Though we may want to blame a person 
So we can retaliate 
For our suffering that be 
It’s not the way Christ would react 
To the likes of you and me 
 

We must ask the question, 
“Lord, how should I respond?” 
Otherwise we miss the beneficial role 
That suffering plays in life—here and beyond 
 

We must realize, contentment is possible 
No matter if the circumstances are dire 
Like Paul, we must learn to be content 
Whatever circumstance transpire 
 

This brings to the surface 
The true secret of contentment to be respected 
Knowing the strength of Christ 
Is in weakness, perfected 
 

Happiness is a product of contentment 
Once discovered, we can live it, 
Though not fully there, we must strive  
To ever pursue it 
 

Let us press on together 
Growing and learning 
Before we go back to the dust 
Remembering always 
It’s all about Christ Jesus 
And not about us 
 

The next time, at our back door, 
There is a knock of adversity 
Before we open, let’s repeat the words 
“His grace is sufficient for me” 
 

Catherine Crockett 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
Confidental File Shredding for  In the Trash or Extra 
County Residents (rain or shine)  Cash? 
9 AM to 1 PM (or until trucks are full) “Value This with Dr. Lori” 
Saturday, October 7 at  Rowan College Find out if your piles of home clutter 
at Burlington County, Route 38,   are worthless or worth a small fortune.  
Mt. Laurel (exit 40 off I-295)   A fun website! 
For more info call (609) 499-1001 or  burlingtoncountytimes.com/valuethis 
Email recycle@co.burlington.nj.us   
   
Alzheimer's & Dementia Support Group Care2Caregivers Peer Support (free) 
First Thursday of the month, 1 – 2 PM For caregivers of those with Alzheimer’s 
Second Thursday of the month, 6 –7 PM or related disorders. Call for resources 
Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility  and support.  
480 Woodlane Road, Westampton  (800) 424-2494 
Questions - Deb Taylor, (609) 877-0555 care2caregivers.com 
 

 
TIP OF THE MONTH 
 
Save a Life! If your home no longer has a land line, call your county Sheriff’s Office 
(Burlington County: (609) 265-5046) to register your cell phone to your home address. 
Cellphones are not connected to a network from which their location will automatically 
appear on an emergency number (911) screen when you are calling. 

October Food Collection 
 

Suggestions for this month: canned meats, fruit 
cups, macaroni & cheese, breakfast cereals.  
 

As always, all items welcome!   
 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 
 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. Thank you! 

 

 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, October 26 

7:00 PM 

at Carol Hartman’s House 

Book: One Good Dog 

By Susan Wilson 
 

If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  

(609) 894-8089. 
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Dear Reverends Jost 
& Esposito and 
congregation, 

I wanted to write to 
thank you for all the 
many months of your 
thoughtful prayers. 
After nearly a year of 
illness, it’s so nice to 

be coming out the other side. We celebrated 
with a clean scan after chemo and radiation. 
I just wanted to thank you all because I 
really believe in the power of prayer and 
God’s grace really has shined down on me 
and my family!  

Thanks so much for keeping me wrapped in 
the faith of your congregation. 

Much love, Mary Meddahi 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all your prayers, cards, 
pastoral visits, phone calls and texts 
concerning my recent kidney hospitalization. 
Last week, the surgeon was amazed there 
was no trace of the tumors that cause my 
problem. 

We are thankful for all the prayers offered 
for my parents and me in strengthening our 
faith. I thank our Lord for my blessings of 
my St. Paul’s Church family, 

Hugs & love, Joy Lynch 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation, 

Thank you so much for awarding me the 
church scholarship this year. I am so blessed 
to have received this gift to further my 
education and future career. Thank you so 
much for everything! 

Sincerely, Paige Braude 

To the Scholarship Committee and St. Paul’s 
as a whole, 

I am humbled to receive the St. Paul’s 
scholarship. I have participated in the church 
almost my entire life only hoping to receive 
the friendship of my brothers and sisters in 
Christ and the love of God. I thank the 
church and the congregation for the generous 
gifts, including the scholarship, that the 
church has given to me. I will never truly be 
able to pay the church back for all I’ve been 
given, so again, I say thank you. I hope to 
continue worshiping at University Lutheran 
Church. I’ve been there once before, as I 
wrote about in my essay, and it’s a great 
place with a great pastor. Thank you 
everyone for helping me start my faith 
journey. I can’t wait to continue it in 
Alabama and beyond. 

Jon Platt 

 

October Card 
Shower 

 

 
 

Fran Craig 

Masonic Home S128 

902 Jacksonville Rd 

Burlington, NJ 08016 
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Youth News 

The Senior Youth Group 
met  on September 24 to 
plan out its year. Stay 
tuned for more details! 
 
The catechism class has 
a busy year 
ahead.  Classes will be 

held on October 4 and November 1, 15 & 
29 from 7-8:30 in the Study House.  On 
October 25, class will be held at the 
Burlington County Prison in Mount Holly. 
 

Among the Wolves is a Middle School 
Youth Retreat being held November 17-19 
at Fairview Lake Camp in Stillwell, 
NJ.  The retreat is for youth in grades 6-
9.  The weekend will be a lot of fun with 
music, games, good food and 
fellowship.  More information can be 
found on the Youth bulletin board in the 
narthex. 
 

Male and female chaperones 
are  needed for the youth 
retreats.  Those who have gone always 
have a rewarding experience.  Among the 
Wolves (Fairview Lake Camp)  and the 
Middle School Retreat (Camp Cross 
Roads) are for the middle schoolers being 
held November 17-19 and April 20-22 
respectively.  The high school retreat is the 
Winter Youth Assembly (Fairview Lake 
Camp) on February 9-11, 2018.  If you are 
willing to help please contact Sandy 
Sambucci (mommybucci1@verizon.net or 
text 609 234-4071).  Without chaperones, 
the students can’t go.  Thanks for your 
consideration! 

Anniversary Events 

October 1 Anniversary Tea 

October 18   Service celebrating the 

  150th Anniversary of St. 

  Paul’s. Bishop  

  Bartholomew will be 

  preaching. 

October 20 Anniversary Dinner – 

  Pastor ‘Rip’ Hoffman is 

  our guest speaker.  The 

  Chorale will be singing. 

 

To Those Who Use the  

Study House 
 

The coat closet located in the entrance 
of the Study House was cleaned 
out.  All items not belonging in a coat 
closet were placed neatly on a table in 
the Study House basement.  The 

items included the following: puppets & 
puppet clothing, stuffed animals, sports 
equipment (croquet, assorted soccer type balls, 
horseshoes, badminton), towels for a car wash, 
bag of heavy rope, box of Duplos and a box of 
miscellaneous items.  If any of these items 
belong to you, please claim and remove 
them.  If they belong to the church, please 
label them as belonging to St. Paul’s and either 
leave them in the basement or place them in an 
appropriate location - not in one of the house 
closets.  Thank you for your assistance! 
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Thank You, Pastor Laura! 

            In 2010-2011, we had Amy Troxell serve as our seminary intern. During her 
tenure here, I held cottage meetings with small groups of the congregation, and one of 
the questions asked was “Should we continue with interns or go back to an associate 
pastor position?” The answer was unanimous: Associate pastor. 

            In the early summer of 2011, we called Pastor Laura Esposito to be our associate 
pastor. We celebrated with her in her ordination and her installation services. A lot has 
happened in the ensuing six years, but now the time has come for us to say “Good bye”. 
Pastor Esposito has accepted a position with Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey. 
The primary focus of her ministry will be as chaplain at Lutheran Crossings in 
Moorestown (many of you know it as “The Lutheran Home in Moorestown”).  

            Pastor Esposito has been a vital part of our pastoral team here these past six 
years, throwing her energy into offering guidance and direction for our youth ministries, 
helping plan worship services and special services, helping in the planning and the 
offering of Lenten and Advent lunches, and adding her voice to our stewardship 
education ministries. In the community, she has remained active in the Rancocas Valley 
Clergy Association, even serving as president.    

            Pastor Esposito has been no stranger on the Synod level, either. She accompanied 
our youth to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit in 2015; she is an active 
participant in the associate pastor’s group formed by Bishop Bartholomew; and she 
currently serves on the Synod’s EMU Team, functioning as the chief statistician. 

            When conversation first began over a year ago about ways to trim our spending 
plan, the position of associate pastor was one of the first ones to come up on the 
proposed chopping block. Someone at Council asked, “What will we lose if we lose 
Pastor Laura?”, and one of the women at the table said, “We will lose a young, female 
voice from our pulpit – something many women in the congregation have come to 
appreciate.” 

            From a financial point of view, it was decided by some in the congregation that 
we, as a shrinking congregation, could no longer afford two pastors. A majority in the 
Congregation Council felt differently and voted accordingly at meetings when the topic 
arose to abolish the position. Now, the decision has been taken out of our hands, and 
Pastor Esposito moves on to a new field of ministry with new opportunities and new 
challenges. We pray for her and wish her well. Our prayer is that 
those who meet her in the future will be as impacted with her 
proclamation of the Gospel as we have been these past six years! 

            There will be a rite of “Thanksgiving at the Conclusion of a 
Call” at the weekend worship services on October 14 and 15.  

 Pastor David Jost 

mailto:mommybucci1@verizon.net


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship  
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:15 PM Anniversary Tea 
2:00 PM New Members Class            
(SH) 
7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 
First Communion 

2 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

3 
10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

4 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 

5 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
 

6 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 

8  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship  
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:30 PM Altar Guild Mtg (PH) 
2:00 PM New Members Class 
(SH) 
7:00 PM Chorale 

9 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

10 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
 

11 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
 
 
    

12 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

13 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
Chimes articles due 

14 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 
 

15 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
7:00 PM Chorale 
 
 

16  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 
 

17 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
7:30 PM Congregation Council  
 
 

18 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (MR) 
7:30 PM 150th Anniversary  
                Service 
 
 

19 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

20 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
6:00 PM 150th Anniversary  
      Dinner—Deerwood  
      Country Club 
 
 
 
 

21 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 

22  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
 
 

23 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

24 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
 

25  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (MR) 
7:00 PM Catechism (Burl. Co.   
               Historical Prison) 
 

26 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

27 
8:00AM Friday Fellowship 
9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 
 
 
 
 

28  
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 

29 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
 

30  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

31 
10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

  
Church Bldg 
H - Hearth 
Room 
M - Music 
Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church 
Office 

PH - Parish Hall 
Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House 
(SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 

2
0

1
7
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Youth News 

The Senior Youth Group 
met  on September 24 to 
plan out its year. Stay 
tuned for more details! 
 
The catechism class has 
a busy year 
ahead.  Classes will be 

held on October 4 and November 1, 15 & 
29 from 7-8:30 in the Study House.  On 
October 25, class will be held at the 
Burlington County Prison in Mount Holly. 
 

Among the Wolves is a Middle School 
Youth Retreat being held November 17-19 
at Fairview Lake Camp in Stillwell, 
NJ.  The retreat is for youth in grades 6-
9.  The weekend will be a lot of fun with 
music, games, good food and 
fellowship.  More information can be 
found on the Youth bulletin board in the 
narthex. 
 

Male and female chaperones 
are  needed for the youth 
retreats.  Those who have gone always 
have a rewarding experience.  Among the 
Wolves (Fairview Lake Camp)  and the 
Middle School Retreat (Camp Cross 
Roads) are for the middle schoolers being 
held November 17-19 and April 20-22 
respectively.  The high school retreat is the 
Winter Youth Assembly (Fairview Lake 
Camp) on February 9-11, 2018.  If you are 
willing to help please contact Sandy 
Sambucci (mommybucci1@verizon.net or 
text 609 234-4071).  Without chaperones, 
the students can’t go.  Thanks for your 
consideration! 

Anniversary Events 

October 1 Anniversary Tea 

October 18   Service celebrating the 

  150th Anniversary of St. 

  Paul’s. Bishop  

  Bartholomew will be 

  preaching. 

October 20 Anniversary Dinner – 

  Pastor ‘Rip’ Hoffman is 

  our guest speaker.  The 

  Chorale will be singing. 

 

To Those Who Use the  

Study House 
 

The coat closet located in the entrance 
of the Study House was cleaned 
out.  All items not belonging in a coat 
closet were placed neatly on a table in 
the Study House basement.  The 

items included the following: puppets & 
puppet clothing, stuffed animals, sports 
equipment (croquet, assorted soccer type balls, 
horseshoes, badminton), towels for a car wash, 
bag of heavy rope, box of Duplos and a box of 
miscellaneous items.  If any of these items 
belong to you, please claim and remove 
them.  If they belong to the church, please 
label them as belonging to St. Paul’s and either 
leave them in the basement or place them in an 
appropriate location - not in one of the house 
closets.  Thank you for your assistance! 
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Thank You, Pastor Laura! 

            In 2010-2011, we had Amy Troxell serve as our seminary intern. During her 
tenure here, I held cottage meetings with small groups of the congregation, and one of 
the questions asked was “Should we continue with interns or go back to an associate 
pastor position?” The answer was unanimous: Associate pastor. 

            In the early summer of 2011, we called Pastor Laura Esposito to be our associate 
pastor. We celebrated with her in her ordination and her installation services. A lot has 
happened in the ensuing six years, but now the time has come for us to say “Good bye”. 
Pastor Esposito has accepted a position with Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey. 
The primary focus of her ministry will be as chaplain at Lutheran Crossings in 
Moorestown (many of you know it as “The Lutheran Home in Moorestown”).  

            Pastor Esposito has been a vital part of our pastoral team here these past six 
years, throwing her energy into offering guidance and direction for our youth ministries, 
helping plan worship services and special services, helping in the planning and the 
offering of Lenten and Advent lunches, and adding her voice to our stewardship 
education ministries. In the community, she has remained active in the Rancocas Valley 
Clergy Association, even serving as president.    

            Pastor Esposito has been no stranger on the Synod level, either. She accompanied 
our youth to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit in 2015; she is an active 
participant in the associate pastor’s group formed by Bishop Bartholomew; and she 
currently serves on the Synod’s EMU Team, functioning as the chief statistician. 

            When conversation first began over a year ago about ways to trim our spending 
plan, the position of associate pastor was one of the first ones to come up on the 
proposed chopping block. Someone at Council asked, “What will we lose if we lose 
Pastor Laura?”, and one of the women at the table said, “We will lose a young, female 
voice from our pulpit – something many women in the congregation have come to 
appreciate.” 

            From a financial point of view, it was decided by some in the congregation that 
we, as a shrinking congregation, could no longer afford two pastors. A majority in the 
Congregation Council felt differently and voted accordingly at meetings when the topic 
arose to abolish the position. Now, the decision has been taken out of our hands, and 
Pastor Esposito moves on to a new field of ministry with new opportunities and new 
challenges. We pray for her and wish her well. Our prayer is that 
those who meet her in the future will be as impacted with her 
proclamation of the Gospel as we have been these past six years! 

            There will be a rite of “Thanksgiving at the Conclusion of a 
Call” at the weekend worship services on October 14 and 15.  

 Pastor David Jost 

mailto:mommybucci1@verizon.net
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
Confidental File Shredding for  In the Trash or Extra 
County Residents (rain or shine)  Cash? 
9 AM to 1 PM (or until trucks are full) “Value This with Dr. Lori” 
Saturday, October 7 at  Rowan College Find out if your piles of home clutter 
at Burlington County, Route 38,   are worthless or worth a small fortune.  
Mt. Laurel (exit 40 off I-295)   A fun website! 
For more info call (609) 499-1001 or  burlingtoncountytimes.com/valuethis 
Email recycle@co.burlington.nj.us   
   
Alzheimer's & Dementia Support Group Care2Caregivers Peer Support (free) 
First Thursday of the month, 1 – 2 PM For caregivers of those with Alzheimer’s 
Second Thursday of the month, 6 –7 PM or related disorders. Call for resources 
Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility  and support.  
480 Woodlane Road, Westampton  (800) 424-2494 
Questions - Deb Taylor, (609) 877-0555 care2caregivers.com 
 

 
TIP OF THE MONTH 
 
Save a Life! If your home no longer has a land line, call your county Sheriff’s Office 
(Burlington County: (609) 265-5046) to register your cell phone to your home address. 
Cellphones are not connected to a network from which their location will automatically 
appear on an emergency number (911) screen when you are calling. 

October Food Collection 
 

Suggestions for this month: canned meats, fruit 
cups, macaroni & cheese, breakfast cereals.  
 

As always, all items welcome!   
 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 
 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. Thank you! 

 

 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, October 26 

7:00 PM 

at Carol Hartman’s House 

Book: One Good Dog 

By Susan Wilson 
 

If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  

(609) 894-8089. 
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Dear Reverends Jost 
& Esposito and 
congregation, 

I wanted to write to 
thank you for all the 
many months of your 
thoughtful prayers. 
After nearly a year of 
illness, it’s so nice to 

be coming out the other side. We celebrated 
with a clean scan after chemo and radiation. 
I just wanted to thank you all because I 
really believe in the power of prayer and 
God’s grace really has shined down on me 
and my family!  

Thanks so much for keeping me wrapped in 
the faith of your congregation. 

Much love, Mary Meddahi 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all your prayers, cards, 
pastoral visits, phone calls and texts 
concerning my recent kidney hospitalization. 
Last week, the surgeon was amazed there 
was no trace of the tumors that cause my 
problem. 

We are thankful for all the prayers offered 
for my parents and me in strengthening our 
faith. I thank our Lord for my blessings of 
my St. Paul’s Church family, 

Hugs & love, Joy Lynch 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation, 

Thank you so much for awarding me the 
church scholarship this year. I am so blessed 
to have received this gift to further my 
education and future career. Thank you so 
much for everything! 

Sincerely, Paige Braude 

To the Scholarship Committee and St. Paul’s 
as a whole, 

I am humbled to receive the St. Paul’s 
scholarship. I have participated in the church 
almost my entire life only hoping to receive 
the friendship of my brothers and sisters in 
Christ and the love of God. I thank the 
church and the congregation for the generous 
gifts, including the scholarship, that the 
church has given to me. I will never truly be 
able to pay the church back for all I’ve been 
given, so again, I say thank you. I hope to 
continue worshiping at University Lutheran 
Church. I’ve been there once before, as I 
wrote about in my essay, and it’s a great 
place with a great pastor. Thank you 
everyone for helping me start my faith 
journey. I can’t wait to continue it in 
Alabama and beyond. 

Jon Platt 

 

October Card 
Shower 

 

 
 

Fran Craig 

Masonic Home S128 

902 Jacksonville Rd 

Burlington, NJ 08016 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Fifteen of Fifteen) 

 
In each issue of The Chimes, the 

Sesquicentennial Planning Team has 
brought you a fifteen-part series on the 
history of our congregation. The series has 
been broken down into ten-year pieces, 
ending with these final seven years, 2010-
2017. We hope you enjoy reading and 
learning. Not every tidbit of our history 
will fit into these articles, but we will do 
our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

 
2010-2017 
By the time 2010 rolled around, we 

had grown to a eight-person staff: Pastor 
Jost, Pastor Stoner, Karla May (youth and 
family), Denisemarie Ramos (music), 
Karen Boettge (reJOYce school), Corrine 
Mattson (secretary), Karen McMahon 
(business manager) and Dennis 
Mroczkowski (sexton). As a congregation, 
we had reached the “high water mark” of 
our weekend attendance back in 2006, 
peaking out at 426 worshippers for a 
weekend. The economic downturn that 
affected the rest of the county affected us, 
as people began to leave the area or 
decided that giving to the church was not a 
financial priority. 

In 2010, Pastor David Stoner was 
given the opportunity by the New Jersey 
Synod to start a new mission in nearby 
Jackson, NJ. With his departure, we 
welcomed Amy Troxell, a seminarian from 
Gettysburg Seminary (now United 

Lutheran Seminary) to be our intern for the 
year. While she was with us, Pastor Jost 
conducted a seventeen-location survey to 
ascertain the future of staffing. Almost 
everyone agreed that due to the size of St. 
Paul’s, a second pastor was needed.  In 
2011, Laura Esposito was called to be our 
associate pastor. In 2013, as her husband 
was called to serve a church in Virginia, 
Karla May left us to pursue new 
educational opportunities in that state.  

Due to the successful response to 
our “Time Together Tuesdays” ministry 
and the large number of children it 
attracted, we suspended our Sunday School 
ministry. At the same time, we introduced 
“Message in a Minute” as part of the 9:30 
worship service, which provided an 
educational insight into the lessons of the 
day, usually presented in skit form. (The 
9:30 service was created as a missional 
outreach, replacing the Sunday night 
service.) Within a year, Sunday School had 
been resumed under the guidance of Bev 
Grazioli and a cadre of dedicated teachers 
and aides. 

With five vocal choirs, a bell choir, 
a Praise Band and four other worship bands 
(Capstone, Same Spirit, Ark Angels, and 
Jazzmat), we were able to offer a wide 
variety of music to lead our services. Often 
times, drama, in the form of “Act, Too!”, 
would provide inspiration as part of 
worship. Our youth and family staff 
member, Karla May, had introduced “Pas 
de Dieu” as a dance troupe to interpret 
Christian music and theology through 
movement. 

Thanks to the presence of the 
reJOYce preschool, improvements were 
made to the education wing and to the 
outside playground. In the narthex and all 
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Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

Thanksgiving seems far away, but it will be 

here before we know it.  It’s not too early 

to start thinking about Thanksgiving 

Baskets for those in need. We are again 

collecting non-perishables to make baskets. 

The families we help are enrolled in the 

free lunch program at local schools.  

Needed items include: 

Canned fruits 
Canned vegetables 

100% juice 
Stuffing or Bread Mix 

Desserts* 
 

*Please provide all items needs for a dessert. 
If you purchase cake mix or pie filling, 
please include frosting or a pie crust. 

 
We will also be collecting donations of 
turkeys or ham, or monetary donations 
for their purchase. 
 
Details will be published in the 
November Chimes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Suffering, God’s Grace 
 

Suffering is often used by God 
To mold us into servants the more; 
And we’ve got to resist temptation to re-think God 
Because suffering has come to our door 
 

Question His motives—we must not 
He’s doing something great within 
Molding and making us 
Above this world of sin 
 

Suffering plays a role that is beneficial 
No need to search for someone to blame 
We must take it in our strinde 
And all for Jesus’ name 
 

Though we may want to blame a person 
So we can retaliate 
For our suffering that be 
It’s not the way Christ would react 
To the likes of you and me 
 

We must ask the question, 
“Lord, how should I respond?” 
Otherwise we miss the beneficial role 
That suffering plays in life—here and beyond 
 

We must realize, contentment is possible 
No matter if the circumstances are dire 
Like Paul, we must learn to be content 
Whatever circumstance transpire 
 

This brings to the surface 
The true secret of contentment to be respected 
Knowing the strength of Christ 
Is in weakness, perfected 
 

Happiness is a product of contentment 
Once discovered, we can live it, 
Though not fully there, we must strive  
To ever pursue it 
 

Let us press on together 
Growing and learning 
Before we go back to the dust 
Remembering always 
It’s all about Christ Jesus 
And not about us 
 

The next time, at our back door, 
There is a knock of adversity 
Before we open, let’s repeat the words 
“His grace is sufficient for me” 
 

Catherine Crockett 
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Breakfast—the Most Important 

Meal of the Day 
 

Breakfast is something we take for granted.  

You get up, pour your coffee and grab a 

bite to eat.  For some, that is not an option 

That’s why in the month of October, we 

will be collecting “Instant Breakfasts” such 

as packets of oatmeal, cream of wheat, or 

grits.  We also welcome the donation of 

breakfast bars and biscuits.   

These donations will be distributed to 

Extended Hands Ministry in Mt. Holly and 

the New Visions Day Shelter in Camden.  

Both of these ministries offer services to 

the homeless in our communities. 

Look for the display and collection box in 

the narthex. 

Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are You a 

Veteran? 

Information 

Needed 
 

Are you a veteran? 

Please be part of our Veterans Weekend 

celebration, November 11 and 12, honoring 

all who have served .  Bring in a picture of 

yourself in the service.  The photo will be 

scanned and returned to you.  Also, please 

include a brief job description and where you 

were stationed (ex: Platoon Sergeant Cav. 

Viet Nam).  

Contact the church office or Pat Headrick 

with any questions.  You can also email 

photos to stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 

St. Paul’s  

Seniors Luncheon 

Sunday, November 12, 12:15 

A Thanksgiving Feast 

with your St. Paul’s Family 
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Pastoral Acts for 
September 

 

Baptisms:  Ava Marie Johnson 
 

Funerals:  Ilse Burrell 
 

Weddings:  none 

the hallways, the original 1993 flooring 
was taken up and all new flooring was 
installed. Our building continued to be 
utilized by groups within the community: 
AA, NA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, West 
Jersey Embroiderer’s Guild, Trevose 
Behavioral group (weight maintenance), 
and others, as space was available. 

Many of the established ministries 
continued: we were one of the few 
congregations to send someone on the 
International Servant Trip to Bosnia each 
year it has been offered; the Needle and 
Thread ladies continued to produce 
beautiful hand-crafted blankets for use 
locally and around the world; the softball 
team continued praying and playing; the 
Thursday morning Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
continued to discuss world and local events 
around donuts, cereal and coffee. Each 
summer, we offered Vacation Bible School 
to our children and the children of the 
larger community. Our Social Ministry 
committee continued to make us aware of 
the needs of others, whether it was 
mosquito netting for tropic areas for 
malaria control, or clothing drives after 
natural disasters, or simply the collection 
of food for area food pantries. 

This month, we say farewell to 
Pastor Esposito, as she embarks on a new 
phase of her ministry, serving as chaplain 
at the local Lutheran home in Moorestown. 

In 2017, we launched a year-long 
celebration of our sesquicentennial. Past 
pastors, either those who served or those 
who were inspired to serve, came back and 
preached for us: Bob Swartz, Sue Jones, 
David Stoner and Kathy Knodt, Shelly 
Satran, David Mangiante, David Jones and 
Rip Hoffman. The celebration is scheduled 
to reach its zenith on Wednesday, October 

18 as we host a festive anniversary worship 
service featuring Bishop Tracie 
Bartholomew as our preacher, followed by 
a celebratory dinner on Friday, October 20. 

One of the hymns that has appeared 
in every Lutheran worship book says, “O 
God, our help in ages past, our hope for 
years to come, our shelter from the stormy 
blast, and our eternal home.” We come to 
this point in our story not as an ending 
point, but a point midway through our 
story. God has been with us for the past 
150 years, and God promises to be with us 
into eternity. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 8 

   12:30 PM 
 

Coffee, tea and dessert 

will be provided. 
 

  Bring a bagged lunch if you’d like! 
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Our OWL Tree 

 

I hope you have taken a look at our OWL tree in the narthex.  There is an 
owl for each child who has come to Sunday School on it.  Perhaps you have seen it our St. 
Paul’s Face Book page. 

For those of you who saw the owls early on after they were hung on the tree, you may 
have noticed that two things were missing from the owls. 

So, maybe you asked, “Why are the owls missing wings and ears?  

Right you are!  They are missing wings and ears. 

“How will they get them?” you ask. I am glad you asked.   

The kids will get owl partners.  When they help their partner, they will get a wing to 
represent their continued growth in being a follower of Jesus.  The goal is for each child to 
get two wings, and of course to continue to help each other.  Each child will put cut-outs 
of their hand prints on his or her owl.  When each child participates in Sunday School with 
a bible verse or other information from the Bible, they will get an ear.  Two shares equals 
two ears. 

Please ask our Sunday School owls what our theme is this year.  This year, Sunday School 
will HOOT for the Lord.  We are HOOT OWLs: 

Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord! HOOT, HOOT! 

Our owls are very lucky to have such a dedicated “owlery team” to help them experience 
God’s wonderful world.  Team Sunday School is an awesome team!  Please ask these 
remarkable Team Sunday School members for their thoughts on Team Sunday School.  I 
bet they will have a positive word to share with you.  We wouldn’t have Team SS without 
them, to be sure: 

Marisa Bozarth, Trish Colbridge, Elaine Jardine, Agnes Kimball, Steve Louie, Laurie 
Maccri, Jen McLaren, Sandy Sambucci, Krissy Soltesz, and Robin Sperry.  

At St. Paul’s, “Help Open Our Thinking Our Wise Lord!  HOOT HOOT!” 

 

HOOT, HOOT, 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 

 

 

 
Sunday School ~We’re Growing in Faith! 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 

 

This is my last newsletter article here at St. Paul’s.  
This congregation will go from two pastors down to 
one.  I am saddened and heartbroken to leave here.  I 
still have a lot of vision for this congregation.  I still 
think there is great ministry to be done here.  
 
My last Sunday here is October 15. Then I am using 
my remaining vacation time.  While I love and care 
about all of you we must cut ties.  The ELCA has 
rules about a pastor leaving a congregation. These 
rules apply to associate pastors and senior pastors.  
While the rules seem harsh they are in place to allow 
a congregation to grieve and transition. It saddens 
me, but I will no longer be your pastor and will no 
longer perform pastoral duties for this congregation.  
I am not permitted to do baptisms, funerals, pastoral 
counseling, visits, hospital visits.  I am not permitted 
to return for confirmations, funerals, etc. My 
membership will be transferred to another 
congregation, and I will no longer worship here. 
While it breaks my heart, I cannot remain in contact 
with the congregation.  
 
Even though we must cut ties, you will remain 
always in my thoughts and prayers.  You may see 
me out and about in the area.  It is ok to say hello, 
but I cannot serve you as your pastor.  It is critical 
that you don’t just come to church, but be the church 
now more than ever.  This fearful world needs a 
fearless church.  
 
We have been fearful so far this year due to financial 
concerns. We eliminated the sexton position and 
there has been discussion, council votes and letters 
to the senior pastor and council for months to 
eliminate the associate pastor position.  At the 
special council meeting in September the council 
vote to eliminate the associate pastor position via 
special congregational meeting was 4 - 6 with four 
being in favor of having a meeting to eliminate the 
position.  After that meeting some were upset that 
council didn’t call the congregational meeting and 
wanted to petition to call one.   
 

In my report to church council for September, I 
challenged both council and the congregation as to 
whether St. Paul’s is serious about doing mission 
and ministry or is simply going to continue to slash 
and burn through the spending plan.  Some have 
taken offense to it.  I care too much about the 
mission and ministry of this congregation.  If we 
react in fear and continue to try to balance the 
budget this way, without truly thinking about its 
missional impact, we have a problem.  Are we 
serving and putting our trust in hope in God or in 
mammon?  These are tough words to read and tough 
words for me to say. I am passionate about the 
gospel, that’s why we’re here. 
 
I strived to make recommendations and guide 
council and the congregation.  With my report to 
council in August, I submitted three pages about 
ways we are saving money, things we can do to 
reduce costs, and ways to generate money.  There 
are about 841 people on our rolls (as of close of 
2016) with about 600 active as of the close of 2016.   
 
I, as an individual, came to you out of seminary with 
about $100k in debt; the majority of it was 
educational debt for my seminary education. It has 
been a source of anxiety as it is for many young 
pastors.  I have been paying down my personal debt 
while giving and increasing giving to this 
congregation. If I can climb out of significant debt 
as an individual, several hundred of you can support 
the mission plan of this congregation and pay down 
debt. This congregation can do the same. It won’t 
happen overnight, but it is doable.  How do we want 
to serve God, share the gospel, and carry out 
mission?  That is our starting point. Look back over 
the years.  We’ve been in debt and deficit of some 
magnitude before.  God has seen us through those 
times.   
 
St. Paul’s can be church, but it means trusting God, 
it means being missional, boldly proclaiming the 
Good News of Jesus.  Christianity isn’t a spectator 
sport.  Go, be, do church proclaim Jesus in Word 
and deed.  The world needs us now more than ever.  
This fearful world needs a fearless church.  Put your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Pastor Laura Esposito 

 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
 After waiting for 150 

years, October 2017 is here! This 
month culminates our year-long celebration 

and preparation for our sesquicentennial. (For 
those of you who have not learned how to say 
that word, you have twenty-five years to learn 
the next term, and you even get three choices 
for a 175th anniversary: 
Demisemiseptcentennial, quartoseptcentennial, 
or terquasquicentennial). 
 Our congregation looks very different 
than it did in those early days of the late 19th 
century. Different buildings, different people, 
different community around us. Even a 
different address – for 135 years, we were a 
Mount Holly church. Today, we are a 
Hainesport church. Thank you, United Sates 
Post Office. 
 In fact, our congregation looks very 
different than it did just a few years ago. Back 
when the 20th century gave way to the 21st 
century, we were a growing, thriving 
congregation, dedicated to the proclamation 
and the sharing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
we had a great interest in children and 
ministries for young people; we looked for 
ways to share our resources with those less 
fortunate. 
 We are still blessed today. We still 
have a lot of space in which to do our 
ministries. We still have variety in the musical 
styles we offer. We have good relations with 
the congregations around us. We are still 
generous with our food and other products. We 
still have Christ as the center of what we do 
and say. 
 I have often wondered what if one of 
our founders could come back and visit us 
today – what would that person think? Could 
anyone in 1867 have imagined a church this 
size? Who would’ve thought that we would 
need a large parking lot to accommodate all the 
people who came here from around our region? 
In 1867, we were the only Lutheran church in 

this area of Southern New Jersey. Now we are 
surrounded by sisters and brothers who share 
the same Gospel message as we do. 
 If the article in the September 6 edition 
of the Philadelphia Inquirer is correct, our style 
of being church will go out of style within a 
few decades. The article talked about the 
increasing presence of house churches; small 
groups of people gathering in homes for 
worship, unencumbered by the expense of 
buildings or staff. In other words, the church of 
the 2030s may look a lot like the church in the 
years after the ascension of Jesus! As a pastor 
of a congregation which has been the largest 
worshipping Lutheran congregation in New 
Jersey for two decades, I have trouble wrapping 
my head around that image. But if it is where 
the Holy Spirit is leading the Church (or 
pushing the Church), then that is where it will 
go. 
 Fortunately, the Spirit has always led 
the Church, not just in this congregation, but 
throughout the world. When recent hurricanes 
devastated Houston and Puerto Rico, the people 
of the Church responded to the needs of those 
affected. When the president decided to rescind 
the DACA program, threatening the lives of 
thousands of people who did not come to 
America by choice, but have chosen to stay and 
get educations and jobs, the Church was one of 
the voices being heard in protest to the cruelty 
of that decision. The voice of the Christian 
Church has always been one of the loudest 
voices demanding justice for all people, 
regardless of color, gender or economic status. 
 Our voice has been, and continues to be 
one of those voices within the Body of Christ. 
As we celebrate our accomplishments over 
these past 150 years, let us never lose sight of 
the accomplishments yet to come in the 
proclamation of Jesus as Lord. 
     
  In peace,  
  Pastor David Jost 
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Music Matters  

October 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

Music Ministry Updates 

 

Children’s Choirs 

 The Children’s choirs are back and 
have been rehearsing. We are having fun 
and learning lots of music. Please come out 
on Tuesday nights. All ages are invited to 
come. 

Christus Choir 

 Christus Choir rehearses on 
Thursday nights at 7:30. Right now we are 
focused on learning music for the 150th 
Anniversary service taking place on 
Wednesday October 18. Everyone is 
welcome to join this choir. 

Bell Choir 

 The Bell Choir is also preparing 
music for the 150th Anniversary service. 
Because of budget cuts, Bell Choir 
rehearsals will be suspended after October 
18.  We have a very expensive set of Bells, 
and I am trying hard to solve this problem. 
Anyone interested in helping with this 
issue, please contact me. 

Praise Band 

 Praise Band will begin rehearsing 
again in October on two Thursday nights a 
month at 6:30. Please contact Krissy Soltez 
or me if you are interested in joining Praise 
Band.  

Same Spirit and Capstone 

 These two bands rotate Tuesday 
evenings for rehearsals. They meet at 7:30. 
In October, Bonnie and Bob Tumminia 
will be joining us the first two weeks. 

Chorale 

 Chorale is off to a great start and 
will be performing the 4th Sunday of every 
month. They will be featured at our 
Anniversary service. The Jazzmat team 
will be preparing for our special 
“Christmas Eve before Christmas” service.  

  So please don’t be shy when it 
comes to helping out with the music 
program. Leave word with Rosanne if you 
can lend a hand to any of these groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Shawl Sharers Meeting 
 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

10:00 AM 

In the Study House 

 
Questions? 

Contact Midy Mangiante 

(609) 265-2472 
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Dear Friends, (I call you that because I have 
grown to know and love so many of you, sight 
unseen!), 
 “So long, farewell, auf Wiedersehen, 
good night; adieu, adieu, to you and you and 
you.” You are all familiar with that song from 
“The Sound of Music”. It’s the song the 
children sing as they exit the front parlor and 
prepare to go to bed. It’s a cute song, but it also 
masks the pain of saying good-bye. When the 
children sing it a second time, at the Salzburg 
Music Festival, knowing that they are 
leaving their homeland, there is a 
poignancy in the words they sing. 
 And so it is with good-byes. I 
have accepted the invitation of 
another congregation to become their 
“faithful correspondent”, so this will 
be my last opportunity to speak to 
you through this page. 
 Someone asked me one time, “Why 
Omega? I always thought that was a watch, or a 
fatty acid.” Yes, Omega is the brand name of a 
watch, and trust me, there have been times 
where I have reread what I have written and 
wanted to put my hands in front of my face! 
(Children who have grown up with only digital 
watches – ask your grandfather to explain that 
statement.) And yes, omega-3 is a fatty acid. 
 But I chose the name “omega” because 
in the Greek alphabet, it is the last letter. What 
better name for the last page of your monthly 
newsletter? In the Book of Revelation, Jesus 
identifies himself three times as “the Alpha and 
the Omega” (1:8, 21:6 and 22:13). He is the 
beginning and the ending. But, in spite of using 
the word “omega”, Jesus continues on. 
 Omega reminds us that everything 
comes to an end. The New York Yankees won 
the World Series from 1936-1938, and again 
from 1949 to 1953, and again from 1998 to 
2000, but their last World Series victory was in 
2009. “Gunsmoke” ran on TV from 1955 until 
1975 – an amazing twenty-year run. Even “As 
the World Turns” ended its run in 2010, having  

 
begun in 1956. 
 In the Bible it says “To everything, 
there is a season.” So it is with writers and 
faithful correspondents. I trust that all of us will 
live “happily ever after”. 
 I have enjoyed my time with you, 
observing and reflecting upon some of the 
activities in your day-to-day life. Whether it 
was the pastor dressing up as a chicken, or the 
joy of the children in Sunday School and VBS, 
or the joy of victory and the agony of defeat on 

the softball field, I have treasured the 
opportunity to observe and chronicle 
what you have accomplished.  
 I’ve heard your pastor say 
“The root word of funeral is ‘fun’” 
and how that has allowed you to 
celebrate resurrection joy. I watched 
as your children grew up and went off 
to discover what God and the world 

had in store for them – and, yes, I saw parents’ 
tears as that took place. I have even heard your 
choirs as they joined voices to give thanks to 
God for all the good that God has done. Quilts 
and banners; food and clothing collections; 
baptisms and weddings – all of them have a St. 
Paul’s fingerprint on them because of you and 
your understanding of God’s call to serve 
others.  
 So thank you for this opportunity you 
have given me to be a small part of your lives. I 
wish all of you all of God’s blessings, for a 
minimum of the next 150 years!   
        
 Your faithful correspondent, 
     
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 
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