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Dear Generous People (I call you that 
because...well, because you are generous!) 
 
I happen to be one of those Lutherans who are 
clients of Thrivent Financial. They used to be 
called Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, but 
realized that what they had was too good to 
keep just among Lutherans, so they expanded. 
In any case, they publish a monthly magazine 
that has great financial tips, great 
spiritual studies and lots of research 
into human nature. 
 
In their June issue, they had a two 
page spread called “The Generosity 
Effect”. The sub title was “That 
feel good effect you get from 
volunteering? It’s one of the many 
benefits linked to living 
generously.” If I wore socks in the summer 
(which I rarely do), this article would have 
knocked them off! 
 
Are you ready for this finding? “The more 
people volunteer, the happier they are. 
Compared with those who never volunteer, the 
odds of being very happy rose: 7% among 
those who volunteer monthly; 12% among 
those who volunteer every two to four weeks; 
and (hold on to your socks) 16% among those 
who volunteer weekly!” That means if you are 
having a no-good, horrible, very bad day (term 
stolen from one of my favorite childhood 
books), if you go out and volunteer, you 
improve your chances of happiness by 16%!! 
WOW! You can’t get odds like that in Atlantic 
City or Las Vegas. 
 
What do you get by giving back? According to 
the article, some of the positive outcomes of 
volunteering are: social connections, lifespan, 
quality of life, self-esteem, adoption of healthy 
lifestyles, physical activity and increased brain 
function. What lowers when you volunteer? 
Blood pressure, loneliness, depression, stress,  

 
pain and hospitalizations. Alrighty then - where 
can I go to sign up to volunteer? 
 
Among youth, volunteering once a week at an 
after-school program for children lowered their 
average body mass index and they showed 
lower cholesterol levels than non-volunteers! 
 
I sat in on one of your new member classes 

several years ago, and I remember 
Frank Johnson, in the tour of the 
campus, saying that if I wanted to 
see the “Blessings Window” at the 
back of the sanctuary, the best way 
to see it was to volunteer to be a 
lector or a communion assistant. 
Because of my own responsibilities 
in my home congregation, I am not 
able to do that at St. Paul’s. But I’ll 

bet many of you can! 
 
For all the years that I have been corresponding 
with you, I have been amazed that the copious 
volunteer opportunities you have at St. Paul’s. I 
would hope that many more of you take 
advantage of those opportunities and find an 
area where you can volunteer and use the gifts 
that God has given you. Be generous in your 
sharing! Stretch your expectations of yourself 
and try new things! 
 
My great-grandfather did that in the last 
century. He took a job at an orange juice 
processing plant, but he did not last. He just 
could not concentrate. 

 
Your faithful correspondent, 
Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
When Nancy Prickett invited 

me to write something for the 
anniversary book that is being compiled, I 

figured I had written enough about the past. I 
looked ahead to the future. 
 It’s easy to write about the past - it’s 
already happened, so you have a great idea of 
how things turned out. The excitement of 
writing about it is when you realize how we 
have been impacted by events of the past. A 
group of German immigrants, living in the area 
of Mount Holly, decided that there should be a 
Lutheran congregation in the area, so, 150 
years and three sanctuaries later, here we are! A 
group of parishioners banded together to take 
out second mortgages on their homes so they 
could purchase property next to the church and 
donate it to the church. Next thing you know, 
we have room to expand and throw in a softball 
field for the fun of it. 

The future is harder to write about - 
just ask any sports writer who tries to predict in 
March who will be in the World Series in 
October! Trying to come to decisions about 
what the future will bring is not unlike herding 
cats - a lot of work, but is it really worth the 
effort? Doris Day sang a ballad years ago, “Que 
Sera, Sera - Whatever Will Be, Will Be.” The 
future is what the future will be. We can plan 
for the future, but it really is in God’s hands. 
That’s part of the excitement about the future - 
it is in God’s hands. When we plan for the 
future, we work in concert with God, never 
apart from the Creator. 

I have said countless times that God 
has watched over us for the past 150 years - 
what makes us think that God is going to turn 
the divine back on us now? I think if we do 
foolish things - neon signs on the roof, hire an 
orchestra to accompany our hymn singing, 
lease a Rolls Royce for the use of the pastor - 
God would not favor us using our benevolence 
dollars in those ways. But as long as we are 
doing what God has asked us to do - preach the 

Gospel, teach all those who hunger for 
knowledge, share the resources with which God 
has provided us - we will be able to continue to 
be the church of Jesus Christ. 

Within this newsletter, there is a copy 
of our Mission Statement. This was written in 
1996, and affirmed again in 2003. This states 
what we believe our purpose to be here in this 
place, at this time. Take time to re-read it. Is it 
still our mission? Is it still Jesus Christ who 
drives our mission? Do we still live with an 
attitude of “abundanza”, which means “in 
abundance”? (I stole that Italian word from a 
seminary classmate who, whenever he and his 
family would have us over for dinner, cooked 
as though he was expecting an army. “Why did 
you cook so much?” I would ask him and he 
would reply “Abundanza!”) Do we think that 
God has provided for us in abundance, or has 
God provided just enough? Worse yet, had God 
not provided enough for us? 

I was a “Lost in Space” and “The 
Jetsons” kid; not so much a “Star Trek” kid. I 
thought my adulthood would be spent in flying 
cars and with robotic maids who would vacuum 
my house every hour. Unlike the robot that 
controlled the Robinson’s life (“Danger, Will 
Robinson - danger!”), I have a smartphone that 
controls my life. The internet has made the 
world a much smaller place, and airline 
transportation, while not the beam-particle 
transporter of “Star Trek” fame, gets us where 
we need to go in times unthought of by my 
grandparents. 

What have we learned in this year-long 
study of our past that will help prepare us for 
our future?  Can we continue to do things as we 
have always done and expect different results? 
Or, can we read the story of our forebears and 
learn from their flexibility - the introduction of 
electric lights in the sanctuary,  the introduction 
of offering envelopes, “Synergy” as an 
alternative worship format, the use of drama in 
worship - and be as flexible as they were as we 
move into the future God has planned for us? 
 

In peace, Pastor David Jost 
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Please Join Us 
The 150th Anniversary Committee is inviting all 

church members to an  

Afternoon Tea 
to celebrate our past.  We will show films featuring 

some of our current and past members.  There is 

footage from our first and second churches and of 

Pastor Schupp and his family helping with 

construction. In addition, there are interviews with 

groups of our senior members who kindly agreed to 

share their memories of St. Paul’s. 

When:  Sunday, October 1, 12:15 pm 

Where:  Parish Hall 
 

Light refreshments will be served.  

If you plan to attend please write your name on  

the sign up sheet on the easel in the Narthex.  



18 

 

150th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 

 

Tickets are on sale until October 2. 

GET YOURS TODAY! 

 

When: Friday, October 20, 2017 

Why: To celebrate our 150th Annivesary 

What: Buffet Dinner 

Cost: $35—adults; $15—Children 12 & under 

Where: Deerwood Country Club 

  845 Woodlane Road, Westampton 

 

 

 

 

 

Cash or checks only—checks payable to St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

and write “New Blessings—Anniversary Fund” on your check memo line. 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
We recently had The Rev. 
Scott Schantzenbach, 

Assistant to the Bishop for Stewardship, here to 
do a Stewardship Generosity presentation for 
our congregation. In an attempt to be good 
stewards, Pastor Jost and I set up the music 
room to conserve electricity.  Well, more 
people came than I anticipated leaving me 
pleasantly surprised, and we ended up moving 
into the parish hall.  All of you that came out 
made my day that day, thank you! 
 
We heard some stats and figures about 
congregations in the NJ Synod: from 2010 - 
2016, thirteen NJ Synod congregations closed  
(-7.4%). The majority of our congregations 
operate in a financial deficit and a typical 
congregation budget with a full time pastor is 
$180,000-$200,000 annually. Typically 
congregation income from member giving 
equals $2,000 x average worship attendance 
and 40% of our actively serving parish pastors 
are 60 years of age or older (58/143). 
 
Our synod breakdown for average weekly 
worship attendance :   
 
 23% - 0-35    13% - 36-50 
 25% - 51-75    15% - 76-100 
 18% - 101-150    4% - 151-200 
 3% - 201+ 
 
We are not the norm.  Yes our attendance is 
decreasing, but we’re still top tier. So far this 
year our average worship attendance is 221. 
 
He shared an interesting thing about 
Millennials:  Millennials are very generous; 
they want to make a difference in the world.  
They’re not so concerned about a leaky roof as 
they are about having a positive impact.  If not 
listened to or taken seriously, they’ll leave. 

 
In fact, we learned about the 20-60-20 rule.  
The front 20% are the ones who get it who are 
active and participating and leading, but they 
can get disenfranchised and burned out if not 
listened to and will leave.  That’s a problem 
because the 60% are along for the ride and the 
back 20% are the ones that don’t want any 
changes, want things to go back to how they 
were a long time ago.  This group doesn’t even 
need to win arguments they just need to outlast 
the front 20%.  When they have it is very 
difficult to get momentum again and a 
congregation is dead in the water.  
 
So what’s a congregation to do?  Do we curve 
in on ourselves and circle the wagons.  Do we 
cut out everything and everyone?  Do we 
operate out of scarcity or do we live, love and 
lead generously?  We exude generosity in 
everything we do. 
 
Generosity is the new stewardship, evangelism, 
social ministry worship, and narrative.  God’s 
Grace is Generosity.  Even when we sin, God is 
generous toward us.  God’s generosity  
transforms people, generous people transform 
the church and generous churches transform the 
world.  
 

Because of how generous God is with us, we 
strive to be generous with each other.  That is 
critical now. As we live, love and lead 
generously and are generous with one another 
lives will be transformed, people will follow 
Jesus in their life as they live out their Christian 
vocation everywhere in the world.  Generosity 
with each other and the world helps transform 
the public perception of Christians as 
judgmental, mean-spirited to hopeful and 
helpful. God’s generosity with us changes us 
and changed people lead changed lives and 
change the world.  
 
Pastor Laura Esposito 
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Flu Shot Clinic 

St. Paul’s will be conducting its fourth annual 
flu shot clinic on Wednesday, September 13 
beginning at 10:30 AM. This year we will be 
offering DPT boosters, the Shingles vaccine as 
well as the pneumococcal pneumonia vaccine 
and the regular and high dose flu shots. 

Because there is a co-pay for the Shingles 
shots, a copy of your supplemental insurance 
card must accompany the registration forms. 
These will be submitted to the Rite Aid 
Pharmacy conducting the clinic in order to 
determine what your co-pay will be. They will 
contact you directly with this information, 
which will enable you to decide whether to get 
the shot or not.   

There is no cost for the pneumonia shot, as it is 
covered by Medicare, as is the flu shot. 

Any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 893
-6349. You can sign up after services. Sign up 
sheets will be available in the narthex. 

 

 

Bags Full of Blessings  

September 9/10 

All Services  

 

This St. Paul’s Milestone offers a blessing to 

you for your presence in school, work and 

ministry in the world! Please take advantage of 

this opportunity.  

When? On September 9 and 10 at all services.  

When you arrive for worship, bring your bag, 

backpack, briefcase, lunchbox, etc. forward 

and place it in front of the altar, and we will 

pray for you at a special time during the 

worship service.  

This is our congregation's way of letting you 

know that even when you are outside our 

walls, we are praying for you and with you. 

It’s a great way to start your school year, as 

well as any celebrate any work place or 

ministry in prayer and recognition of God's 

blessings. It then helps determine the course of 

the whole year ahead.  

Psalm 121 verse 8:  

The Lord will keep your going out and your 

coming in from this time and for evermore.  

Matthew (28:20)  

I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.  
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Bible  

Weekend 

Our Youth & Family 

Ministry team has 

found really great Bibles for 4 year-olds, 5th 

graders, and 11th graders and a devotional 

guide for 1st graders. The Bibles and the 

devotional are all engaging so children and 

youth will want to keep hearing and reading 

the Bible stories, ancient words. On September 

16 and 17, we invite all parents/guardians of 4 

year-olds, 1st graders, 5th graders and 11th 

graders to attend a worship service of their 

choice.  The Bibles or devotional will be 

handed to an adult (parent, grandparent, 

guardian) who will, in turn, hand it to the 

student whose name is inside. 

Where do the Bibles and devotional come 

from?  When Madeleine Heppard died after a 

fifty-plus year career as a Sunday School 

teacher, the congregation memorialized her 

through the establishment of a Bible Fund in 

her name.  Every Bible we present has a book 

plate on the inside cover, reminding the 

recipient that the Bible was provided through 

this special fund. 

To prepare a Bible or devotional for your 

child, we need you to contact us! Please sign 

your child up on the sheet on the youth bulletin 

board in the narthex or contact the church 

office, (609) 267-0740 or 

stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org to inform us that 

you will be present and which service you will 

attend for preparations to be made. 

September Food Collection 
 

Following are some of the most requested food 
pantry items.  Because it is not always easy to 
eat healthy when you are struggling to put food 
on the table, food pantries suggest whole grain, 
low sugar, low sodium items. 
 

 Meals in a can (soup, stew, chili) 

 Tuna or chicken (cans or pouches) 

 Peanut butter 

 Crackers 

 Canned foods with pop-top lids 

 Canned fruit in its own juice or water 

 Low-sodium canned vegetables 

 Olive or canola oil 

 Spices 

 Low-sugar whole grain cereals 

 Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried 

 fruit) 
 
Additional tips: 
Canned goods with pop-top lids are better than 
canned goods that require a can opener 
Avoid foods packaged in glass. 
 

As always, all items welcome!  Paper, plastic 
and cloth bags are also needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. Thank you! 
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Sunday School—We’re HOO OWLs! 
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First Communion 

Class 

The next First 

Communion class will begin on Sunday, 

September 24 for anyone interested in what 

we Lutherans believe and teach about the 

Lord’s Supper. Classes are Sunday, 

September 24 at 2:00 PM in the Music 

Room and Wednesday, September 27 at 

6:30 PM in the Music Room. First 

Communion will be offered at all four 

services on September 30 and October 1. 

 

 

 

 

New Members Class 

A New Members class will start on 

Sunday, October 1 at 2:00 PM in the Great 

Room of the Study House. Anyone 

interested in membership here at St. Paul’s 

is encouraged to sign up for this four-part 

class to learn some Lutheran history, to 

learn who we are here at St. Paul’s and to 

meet many of the key leaders of our 

congregation. New members will be 

received at the four services on October 28 

and 29. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, September 21 

7:00 PM 

at Marilyn DiGiacomo’s House 

42 Sunset Drive, Mt. Holly 

Book: The Girl Who Wrote in Silk 

By Kelli Estes 
 

If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  

(609) 894-8089. 

 

 

Shawl Sharers 

The Shawlers will meet on Monday, 
September 11 at 6:30 pm in the Study 
House. This will be the start of our 11th 
year!!!  In that time, we have distributed 
about 900 shawls, quilts and lap robes. 
(About 100 a year) 

We'd love to have some new ladies join us. 
Free crochet & knitting lessons at any 
meeting. (We meet about every 6 or 7 
weeks, 6:30 pm in the Study House.) Hope 
to see all the St Pauls Shawl Sharers on 
Monday, September 
11!!!    More info:   

Midy Mangiante  

609-265-2472 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
‘KNOW THE 10 SIGNS OF EARLY STAGE 
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE AND DEMENTIA 
WORKSHOP” by Alzheimer’s Association Learning 
Academy Program Early Stage Adviser 
 
Early Detection Matters! 
 
This workshop will provide information and education on: 
 
 - The facts about Alzheimer’s disease and dementia 
 - How to get a diagnosis and do future planning 
 - The importance of early detection in the fight against Alzheimer’s 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
10:45 AM – 12:00 PM 
MEDFORD LEAS, 1 Medford Leas Way, Medford NJ 08055 
 
REGISTER BY: Sunday, September 10 
Contact Sharon.Jarnette@alz.org 
800-272-3900 
 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group 
First Thursday of month, 1 PM – 2 PM 
2nd Thursday of month: 6 - 7 PM 
at Brookdale Alzheimer Facility, 480 W Woodlane Road,Westampton 
questions call Deb Taylor 609-877-0555 
 
Check each Sunday Burlington County Times “Community B Section” Calendar of 
Events and Library listings of activities for people of all ages. 
There is something for every one! 
 
TIP OF THE MONTH- You are entitled to your own opinion. You are not entitled to 
your own facts! 
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Music Matters  

September 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

I’m looking forward to growing St. Paul’s 
music department. This is my goal for the 
coming year, and I really think it can be 
done. “For I can do everything through 
Christ, who gives me strength.” 

My first obstacle is that I need some help. 
Council has cut the funding for our two 
auxiliary music staff, Jackie Smith and 
Sandra Jost, which leaves me in a 
predicament. Don’t get me wrong, I 
understand cuts had to be made and I bear 
no ill will toward anyone, I just need to 
find a way to get the work done. “God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.” 

There are no less than eleven music groups 
in our church, and it’s physically 
impossible for one person to lead all of 
them. I could eliminate some groups, but I 
don’t want to. I’ve been working with and 
listening to these people for too many years 
now, I’ve witnessed these faithful 
volunteers bringing the word of God set to 
incredible music, and I am a believer in 
this music ministry. “That is why we work 
and strive, because we have put our hope 
in the living God, who is the Savior of all 
people, and especially of those who 
believe.”  

If you believe in the power of God 
speaking through music, then I encourage 
you to reach out to Jackie and Sandra and 
voice your thanks and support of them and 

the ministry they have offered all of us. If 
you believe that music is a way for church 
people to fellowship and worship together, 
then I encourage you to reach out to a 
music volunteer or me and find out how 
you can help. If you believe that music fills 
the hearts and minds of our children with 
the word of God, I encourage you to give 
to St. Paul’s in support of all its ministries.  

“But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood. A holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession, so that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of the darkness into His 
marvelous light; for you once were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; 
you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.” 

So I’m going to grow this music ministry. 
I’m looking forward to hearing from you, 
listening to you, praying with you, singing 
with you and growing with you. Bless you! 

 

 

 

Worship Assistants 

 

Interested in helping out as a Worship 
Assistant or working on Altar Guild, but 
not sure what you need to do?  Melissa 
Headrick would be happy to help and teach 
you!  If you’d like to learn how to do the 
different jobs at St. Paul’s, contact Melissa 
at (609) 367-4661. 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Chaplain Aides 

Volunteer Chaplain Aides are needed at Virtua 

Memorial Hospital in Mt. Holly. There are 

openings for trained lay visitors every day of 

the week. Following a training and orientation 

process, an Aide may donate two to four hours 

each week to visit patients, offering them 

friendship and spiritual comfort. 

The 18-hour training course will be offered in 

the Conference Center at the Virtua Memorial 

Hospital, 175 Madison Avenue, Mt. Holly on 

October 25 and October 27, 2017 from 8:00 am 

to 5:00 pm with continental breakfast at 7:30 

am.  If you want to find out if volunteering is 

for you before signing up for the course, please 

phone or email for an information package 

with details of the course and the process of 

volunteering in the hospital. Please phone 

Chaplain Marge McGinley at (609) 914-6365 

or email your name and address to 

mmcginley@virtua.org. 

 

 

 

 

Acme/ShopRite  

Gift Card Fundraiser 
 

I wanted to report to everyone how the funds 

collected from the ShopRite/Acme gift cards 

are being used for important items in our 

church.  We purchased and installed lights in 

the Parish Hall and the funds also paid for an 

electrician - the total was $303.40.  One of the 

Parish Hall's two air conditioning units needed 

repair. The cost was $875.00, and we are using 

money from the gift cards for that expense. 

The funds from these cards are helping our 

church family.  My one wish is that more 

people would take advantage of these cards for 

their weekly shopping.  The more people who 

participate, the more funds we raise.  The best 

news is you're not buying something you don't 

need - we all  grocery shop! 

If you don't already, please consider purchasing 

some ShopRite or Acme gift cards.  Look for 

me in the narthex (lobby) the first and third 

weekend of every month.  If you don't see me, 

feel free to call me at home (609-261-0125), 

and I will make a special effort to get a card to 

you. 

Thank you to all who already participate, and I 

hope more will consider it in the future. 

Lois Uetz 
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Social Ministry Brunch 

 

The Social Ministry Bi-Annual Meeting 

will be held on September 17 at 12:15 

(after the 11 am service).  We will be 

discussing: 

 

Upcoming Events 

Veterans Day 

Seniors Luncheon 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Christmas Giving 

 

Possible Fundraisers 

Yankee Candle 

Boscov’s Savings Pass 

 

We would also welcome any other ideas 

you may have to address the needs of the 

church and our church family! 

 

If you enjoy helping your church family, 

your community, or just anyone who has a 

need or want, then this is the meeting for 

you!  Children are welcome.  Brunch will 

be provided.  Please let me know if you can 

make it, or if not, call me with your ideas 

or suggestions.  Please call Pat Headrick 

(609) 267-4775 or cell (609) 234-7851. 

Fellowship 
 

Would you or your group 
(Bible Study, Choir, Shawl 
Sharers, Needle & Thread, 
Committees and Teams—and anyone I 
may have inadvertently left out!) be 
interested in hosting fellowship after 
services? 

 

What does in entail, you ask? Making the 
coffee and providing snacks!  Simple! 

 

If you would like to learn more about 
hosting fellowship, contact Pat Headrick at 
(609) 267-4775 or cell (609) 234-7851. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 

St. Paul’s  

Seniors Luncheon 

Sunday, November 19, 12:15 

Watch for Details! 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
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A Closer Walk With Thee 

 
By Catherine Crockett 

 

Oh, for a closer walk with Thee 

  Dear Lord, I pray 

Tis my desire to draw nearer 

  As I walk with you each day 

 

As I draw nigh to you 

  You draw nigh to me 

‘Tis the power of your Word 

  And I humbly thank Thee 

 

I want to read and heed your Word 

  With wisdom and understanding 

May I ever keep striving to do so 

  My imperfections not withstanding 

 

You are wisdom, dear Lord; 

  Knowledge and understanding 

From your mouth do come; 

  I have only to ask and You deliver 

therefrom 

 

I am grateful for your special grace 

  And mercy along my way 

With a heart of thanksgiving 

  Before your throne I pray 

 

As I read, may you reveal 

  Your purpose for my living 

And my service to other people 

  May it sever stop its giving 

 

 

 

 

 

I yearn to be drawn closer 

  As each day dawns anew 

Ministering to other people 

  Before I bid this world adieu 

 

Please bear me up on eagles’ wings 

  And bring me unto yourself 

That I will be ever obedient 

  And a treasure of your wealth. 

 

Amen. 
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Pastoral Acts for August 
 

Baptisms:  none 
 

Funerals:  none 
 

Weddings:  none 

his Doctor of Ministry studies at the 
Philadelphia Seminary. Focusing on 
evangelism, he traveled to Minnesota, North 
Dakota, and Nevada, he spoke with pastors and 
leaders of vibrant congregations, and relating 
what they were doing to the Initiative back 
home. 

By 2002, the Mount Laurel Initiative was not 
producing the results we had hoped for, so the 
initiative was disbanded. That led to Pastor 
Stoner being called to be our fulltime associate 
pastor. With his passion for the future Church 
and his devotion to Biblical study, new Bible 
study classes were begun, some even offered 
off campus, such as the Red Lion Diner and the 
Diamond Diner. In addition, a new worship 
service was added on Sunday evenings. This 
service featured a band and an overhead screen 
for the projection of the liturgy and the songs. 

The Sunday School ministry began to wane, as 
children and families began to explore other 
options on a Sunday morning. We struggled to 
figure out how to do 20th century lessons with 
a 21st century population. By the end of the 
decade, we suspended our Sunday School 
ministry to try to figure out how to adapt to the 
changing expectations. (It was revived in 
2011.) 

Shortly after the call was issued to Pastor 
Stoner, it became evident that he was not going 
to be able to head up our educational and youth 
ministries and still fulfill his role as pastor, so 
Karla May was hired to be the director of our 
Youth and Family Ministries. She jumped in 
and kept the youth enthused for things like the 
tri-annual ELCA Youth Gatherings, and 
several of the NJ Synod sponsored youth 
events. 

Anxious to garner new ideas on evangelism 
and church growth, in 2006 the two pastors set 
off on a fourteen day “road trip” to visit ten 
Lutheran congregations that had experienced 

growth between 1995 and 2005. North 
Carolina, Virginia and Maryland were visited 
and much information was gathered from the 
pastors and staffs of the ten congregations. 

The economic recession that hit the US in 2008 
did not leave us unscathed, as we saw a decline 
in attendance and offerings. By 2010, we 
experienced another wave of changes. Pastor 
Stoner stepped down to accept the invitation 
from the Bishop’s office to birth a new 
ministry in Jackson, NJ. Gettysburg Seminary 
student Amy Troxell arrived to be our second 
intern. We experienced a change in the 
leadership of reJOYce School, as well as a 
change on the organ bench as Kathy Gunsallus 
left to accept a position in Moorestown. That 
led to Denisemarie Porter becoming our music 
director in addition to her responsibilities with 
the Sunday night band. With the shutdown of 
Sunday School, it was decided that for the sake 
of the mission of the congregation, we would 
move the Sunday night service to Sunday 
morning, keeping the alternative format the 
same. 

As we entered the second decade of the new 
century, we continued to explore new and 
innovative ways to share the Gospel story. 
More on that next month. 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Fourteen of Fifteen) 
 

In each issue of The Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring you 
a fifteen-part series on the history of our 
congregation. The series will be broken down 
into ten year pieces, ending with 2010-2017. 
We hope you enjoy reading and learning. Not 
every tidbit of our history will fit into these 
articles, but we will do our best to highlight 
pioneers and visionaries who brought us to 
where we are today. 

2000-2010 

Once the panic of Y2K was behind us and we 
were safely ensconced at the start of a new 
century (or the last year of the 20th century - 
depends on how you count), we focused on 
some of the new ministries that would keep us 
moving forward.  

The reJOYce Christian pre-school was up and 
running and the enrollment increased each year 
of this ten-year span. Based on the success of 
the pre-school, we launched JOYfull House 
after school care. 

In August of 2000, we bade farewell to Kathy 
Knodt, our parish associate, who has derived 
here for fifteen years. Kathy left to accept an 
invitation to join the Bishop’s staff and be a 
stewardship educator for the Synod. 

On September 1, 2000, we entered into three 
new ministries: 

a.  along with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
in Marlton, the New Jersey Synod and the 
ELCA, we began “The Mount Laurel 
Initiative”. Pastor David Stoner was called to 
be an evangelism specialist for the two 

congregations, teaching us innovative 
evangelism techniques to help us draw people 
from Mount Laurel. 

b.   We welcomed Boots White and Gail 
Gassaway as our two parish musicians. They 
shared the keyboard responsibilities, and Boots 
directed the Morning Choir, which sang at the 
early service, and Gail directed the Adult 
Choir, which sang at the 11:00 service. 

c.   We welcomed seminarian Shelly Satran as 
our intern. Shelly had graduated from the 
Princeton Theological Seminary, but in order 
to be ordained in the Lutheran Church, she 
needed a year of internship and a year of 
Lutheran studies. She hailed from North 
Dakota, so she probably taught some of those 
Princeton profs some truths about Lutherans! 
Shelly was such a good fit with us that she 
stayed on as a pastoral assistant the following 
year, while she took classes at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. 

With the building of new houses all around us 
and the increased population at the military 
base (Fort Dix), we found ourselves being able 
to welcome many, many visitors and guests to 
St. Paul’s. Our choirs increased to include a 
Cherub choir, a Cherubim choir, a Chapel 
choir, the adult choir and the Chorale. The 
Praise Band, formed at the end of the 1990s, 
continued to lead worship on a monthly basis, 
offering a different style and different songs 
than what we found in our worship book. 
Speaking of worship books, in 2006 we said 
good-bye to the green book and welcomed the 
cranberry-red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
book.  

In 2001, we began an on-going support and 
participation in the NJ Synod’s International 
Servant Trip to Bosnia, a peace-making 
mission to a country healing from its war 
wounds. In that same year, Pastor Jost was 
granted a first-ever sabbatical leave, as part of 
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Youth News 

With the end of summer 
comes the start of a new 
school year and the 
beginning of a new year 
of activities for our 
youth.  On September 24 
at 7pm there will be a 
meeting in the Study 

House for those interested in going to 
Houston next summer and their parents.  
We will be discussing the commitment 
needed for both time and money.  Plans for 
youth group will also be discussed.  Please 
mark your calendars!! 

The Parent and Catechetical Student 
Information Meeting will be September 6 
at 7pm in the church sanctuary.  Classes 
will be held in the Study House from 7-
8:30pm.  The first few classes will be 
September 20, October 4 and October 25.  
Some important dates to remember are the 
youth retreat, Among the Wolves,  
November 17-19 at Fairview Lake Camp 
in Stillwater, NJ,  and May 20, 2018, 
Confirmation at the 11 am service. 

Thanks to everyone who supported the 
yard sale this year.  Over $750.00 was 
raised to help defray the cost of 
confirmation camp for our three campers 
and their chaperone. 

Remember to check the Youth Bulletin 
Board in the Narthex for information on all 
youth activities.  Thanks, in advance, for 
everything you do to support our youth. It 
is greatly appreciated!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for their thoughts 
and prayers on losing Codi (our dog). 
Y’all have no idea how important and 
touching it was for me and Bob to know so 
many people cared. We thank and love our 
St. Paul’s family. 

 

Lydia and Bob Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

September Card 
Shower 

 

 
 

 

The Farah Family 

23 Christopher Dr 

Marlton, NJ 08053 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

3  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship  
11:00 AM Worship 
 
 

4 
Labor Day 
Church Office Closed 
 
 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

5 
10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
 

6 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 
 
    

7 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
 

8 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 

9 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
Bags Full of Blessings 
 
 

10  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:30 PM Church Picnic 
7:00 PM Chorale 
 
Bags Full of Blessings 
 

11 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Shawl Sharers (SH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 
 

12 
7:00 PM Property Team Mtg 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
 
 

13 .  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
10:30 AM Flu Shot Clinic 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
 
 
 

14 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:00 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
 

15 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
Chimes Articles Due 

16 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
Bible Weekend 

17  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:30 PM Social Ministry Lunch 
7:00 PM Chorale 
 

Bible Weekend 

18 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

19 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
7:30 PM Congregation Council  
 
 

20  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 

21 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:00 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
 

22 
8:00AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

23  
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 

24        
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
2:00 PM First Communion 
     Class (MR) 
 

25  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 
 

26 
10:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

27 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
6:30 PM First Communion 
     Class (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

28 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:00 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
 

29 
8:00AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 
 
Chimes Assembly 

30 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR 
 
First Communion 

Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 
Ed - Education Wing 
S - Sanctuary 

Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 
G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
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(Part Fourteen of Fifteen) 
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ELCA, we began “The Mount Laurel 
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evangelism techniques to help us draw people 
from Mount Laurel. 

b.   We welcomed Boots White and Gail 
Gassaway as our two parish musicians. They 
shared the keyboard responsibilities, and Boots 
directed the Morning Choir, which sang at the 
early service, and Gail directed the Adult 
Choir, which sang at the 11:00 service. 

c.   We welcomed seminarian Shelly Satran as 
our intern. Shelly had graduated from the 
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Lutheran studies. She hailed from North 
Dakota, so she probably taught some of those 
Princeton profs some truths about Lutherans! 
Shelly was such a good fit with us that she 
stayed on as a pastoral assistant the following 
year, while she took classes at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. 

With the building of new houses all around us 
and the increased population at the military 
base (Fort Dix), we found ourselves being able 
to welcome many, many visitors and guests to 
St. Paul’s. Our choirs increased to include a 
Cherub choir, a Cherubim choir, a Chapel 
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Praise Band, formed at the end of the 1990s, 
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offering a different style and different songs 
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good-bye to the green book and welcomed the 
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book.  
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mission to a country healing from its war 
wounds. In that same year, Pastor Jost was 
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Youth News 

With the end of summer 
comes the start of a new 
school year and the 
beginning of a new year 
of activities for our 
youth.  On September 24 
at 7pm there will be a 
meeting in the Study 

House for those interested in going to 
Houston next summer and their parents.  
We will be discussing the commitment 
needed for both time and money.  Plans for 
youth group will also be discussed.  Please 
mark your calendars!! 

The Parent and Catechetical Student 
Information Meeting will be September 6 
at 7pm in the church sanctuary.  Classes 
will be held in the Study House from 7-
8:30pm.  The first few classes will be 
September 20, October 4 and October 25.  
Some important dates to remember are the 
youth retreat, Among the Wolves,  
November 17-19 at Fairview Lake Camp 
in Stillwater, NJ,  and May 20, 2018, 
Confirmation at the 11 am service. 

Thanks to everyone who supported the 
yard sale this year.  Over $750.00 was 
raised to help defray the cost of 
confirmation camp for our three campers 
and their chaperone. 

Remember to check the Youth Bulletin 
Board in the Narthex for information on all 
youth activities.  Thanks, in advance, for 
everything you do to support our youth. It 
is greatly appreciated!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for their thoughts 
and prayers on losing Codi (our dog). 
Y’all have no idea how important and 
touching it was for me and Bob to know so 
many people cared. We thank and love our 
St. Paul’s family. 

 

Lydia and Bob Cross 
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The Farah Family 

23 Christopher Dr 

Marlton, NJ 08053 
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A Closer Walk With Thee 

 
By Catherine Crockett 

 

Oh, for a closer walk with Thee 

  Dear Lord, I pray 

Tis my desire to draw nearer 

  As I walk with you each day 

 

As I draw nigh to you 

  You draw nigh to me 

‘Tis the power of your Word 

  And I humbly thank Thee 

 

I want to read and heed your Word 

  With wisdom and understanding 

May I ever keep striving to do so 

  My imperfections not withstanding 

 

You are wisdom, dear Lord; 

  Knowledge and understanding 

From your mouth do come; 

  I have only to ask and You deliver 

therefrom 

 

I am grateful for your special grace 

  And mercy along my way 

With a heart of thanksgiving 

  Before your throne I pray 

 

As I read, may you reveal 

  Your purpose for my living 

And my service to other people 

  May it sever stop its giving 

 

 

 

 

 

I yearn to be drawn closer 

  As each day dawns anew 

Ministering to other people 

  Before I bid this world adieu 

 

Please bear me up on eagles’ wings 

  And bring me unto yourself 

That I will be ever obedient 

  And a treasure of your wealth. 

 

Amen. 
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Pastoral Acts for August 
 

Baptisms:  none 
 

Funerals:  none 
 

Weddings:  none 

his Doctor of Ministry studies at the 
Philadelphia Seminary. Focusing on 
evangelism, he traveled to Minnesota, North 
Dakota, and Nevada, he spoke with pastors and 
leaders of vibrant congregations, and relating 
what they were doing to the Initiative back 
home. 

By 2002, the Mount Laurel Initiative was not 
producing the results we had hoped for, so the 
initiative was disbanded. That led to Pastor 
Stoner being called to be our fulltime associate 
pastor. With his passion for the future Church 
and his devotion to Biblical study, new Bible 
study classes were begun, some even offered 
off campus, such as the Red Lion Diner and the 
Diamond Diner. In addition, a new worship 
service was added on Sunday evenings. This 
service featured a band and an overhead screen 
for the projection of the liturgy and the songs. 

The Sunday School ministry began to wane, as 
children and families began to explore other 
options on a Sunday morning. We struggled to 
figure out how to do 20th century lessons with 
a 21st century population. By the end of the 
decade, we suspended our Sunday School 
ministry to try to figure out how to adapt to the 
changing expectations. (It was revived in 
2011.) 

Shortly after the call was issued to Pastor 
Stoner, it became evident that he was not going 
to be able to head up our educational and youth 
ministries and still fulfill his role as pastor, so 
Karla May was hired to be the director of our 
Youth and Family Ministries. She jumped in 
and kept the youth enthused for things like the 
tri-annual ELCA Youth Gatherings, and 
several of the NJ Synod sponsored youth 
events. 

Anxious to garner new ideas on evangelism 
and church growth, in 2006 the two pastors set 
off on a fourteen day “road trip” to visit ten 
Lutheran congregations that had experienced 

growth between 1995 and 2005. North 
Carolina, Virginia and Maryland were visited 
and much information was gathered from the 
pastors and staffs of the ten congregations. 

The economic recession that hit the US in 2008 
did not leave us unscathed, as we saw a decline 
in attendance and offerings. By 2010, we 
experienced another wave of changes. Pastor 
Stoner stepped down to accept the invitation 
from the Bishop’s office to birth a new 
ministry in Jackson, NJ. Gettysburg Seminary 
student Amy Troxell arrived to be our second 
intern. We experienced a change in the 
leadership of reJOYce School, as well as a 
change on the organ bench as Kathy Gunsallus 
left to accept a position in Moorestown. That 
led to Denisemarie Porter becoming our music 
director in addition to her responsibilities with 
the Sunday night band. With the shutdown of 
Sunday School, it was decided that for the sake 
of the mission of the congregation, we would 
move the Sunday night service to Sunday 
morning, keeping the alternative format the 
same. 

As we entered the second decade of the new 
century, we continued to explore new and 
innovative ways to share the Gospel story. 
More on that next month. 
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Volunteer Chaplain Aides 

Volunteer Chaplain Aides are needed at Virtua 

Memorial Hospital in Mt. Holly. There are 

openings for trained lay visitors every day of 

the week. Following a training and orientation 

process, an Aide may donate two to four hours 

each week to visit patients, offering them 

friendship and spiritual comfort. 

The 18-hour training course will be offered in 

the Conference Center at the Virtua Memorial 

Hospital, 175 Madison Avenue, Mt. Holly on 

October 25 and October 27, 2017 from 8:00 am 

to 5:00 pm with continental breakfast at 7:30 

am.  If you want to find out if volunteering is 

for you before signing up for the course, please 

phone or email for an information package 

with details of the course and the process of 

volunteering in the hospital. Please phone 

Chaplain Marge McGinley at (609) 914-6365 

or email your name and address to 

mmcginley@virtua.org. 

 

 

 

 

Acme/ShopRite  

Gift Card Fundraiser 
 

I wanted to report to everyone how the funds 

collected from the ShopRite/Acme gift cards 

are being used for important items in our 

church.  We purchased and installed lights in 

the Parish Hall and the funds also paid for an 

electrician - the total was $303.40.  One of the 

Parish Hall's two air conditioning units needed 

repair. The cost was $875.00, and we are using 

money from the gift cards for that expense. 

The funds from these cards are helping our 

church family.  My one wish is that more 

people would take advantage of these cards for 

their weekly shopping.  The more people who 

participate, the more funds we raise.  The best 

news is you're not buying something you don't 

need - we all  grocery shop! 

If you don't already, please consider purchasing 

some ShopRite or Acme gift cards.  Look for 

me in the narthex (lobby) the first and third 

weekend of every month.  If you don't see me, 

feel free to call me at home (609-261-0125), 

and I will make a special effort to get a card to 

you. 

Thank you to all who already participate, and I 

hope more will consider it in the future. 

Lois Uetz 
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Social Ministry Brunch 

 

The Social Ministry Bi-Annual Meeting 

will be held on September 17 at 12:15 

(after the 11 am service).  We will be 

discussing: 

 

Upcoming Events 

Veterans Day 

Seniors Luncheon 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Christmas Giving 

 

Possible Fundraisers 

Yankee Candle 

Boscov’s Savings Pass 

 

We would also welcome any other ideas 

you may have to address the needs of the 

church and our church family! 

 

If you enjoy helping your church family, 

your community, or just anyone who has a 

need or want, then this is the meeting for 

you!  Children are welcome.  Brunch will 

be provided.  Please let me know if you can 

make it, or if not, call me with your ideas 

or suggestions.  Please call Pat Headrick 

(609) 267-4775 or cell (609) 234-7851. 

Fellowship 
 

Would you or your group 
(Bible Study, Choir, Shawl 
Sharers, Needle & Thread, 
Committees and Teams—and anyone I 
may have inadvertently left out!) be 
interested in hosting fellowship after 
services? 

 

What does in entail, you ask? Making the 
coffee and providing snacks!  Simple! 

 

If you would like to learn more about 
hosting fellowship, contact Pat Headrick at 
(609) 267-4775 or cell (609) 234-7851. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 

St. Paul’s  

Seniors Luncheon 

Sunday, November 19, 12:15 

Watch for Details! 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
‘KNOW THE 10 SIGNS OF EARLY STAGE 
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE AND DEMENTIA 
WORKSHOP” by Alzheimer’s Association Learning 
Academy Program Early Stage Adviser 
 
Early Detection Matters! 
 
This workshop will provide information and education on: 
 
 - The facts about Alzheimer’s disease and dementia 
 - How to get a diagnosis and do future planning 
 - The importance of early detection in the fight against Alzheimer’s 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
10:45 AM – 12:00 PM 
MEDFORD LEAS, 1 Medford Leas Way, Medford NJ 08055 
 
REGISTER BY: Sunday, September 10 
Contact Sharon.Jarnette@alz.org 
800-272-3900 
 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group 
First Thursday of month, 1 PM – 2 PM 
2nd Thursday of month: 6 - 7 PM 
at Brookdale Alzheimer Facility, 480 W Woodlane Road,Westampton 
questions call Deb Taylor 609-877-0555 
 
Check each Sunday Burlington County Times “Community B Section” Calendar of 
Events and Library listings of activities for people of all ages. 
There is something for every one! 
 
TIP OF THE MONTH- You are entitled to your own opinion. You are not entitled to 
your own facts! 
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Music Matters  

September 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

I’m looking forward to growing St. Paul’s 
music department. This is my goal for the 
coming year, and I really think it can be 
done. “For I can do everything through 
Christ, who gives me strength.” 

My first obstacle is that I need some help. 
Council has cut the funding for our two 
auxiliary music staff, Jackie Smith and 
Sandra Jost, which leaves me in a 
predicament. Don’t get me wrong, I 
understand cuts had to be made and I bear 
no ill will toward anyone, I just need to 
find a way to get the work done. “God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.” 

There are no less than eleven music groups 
in our church, and it’s physically 
impossible for one person to lead all of 
them. I could eliminate some groups, but I 
don’t want to. I’ve been working with and 
listening to these people for too many years 
now, I’ve witnessed these faithful 
volunteers bringing the word of God set to 
incredible music, and I am a believer in 
this music ministry. “That is why we work 
and strive, because we have put our hope 
in the living God, who is the Savior of all 
people, and especially of those who 
believe.”  

If you believe in the power of God 
speaking through music, then I encourage 
you to reach out to Jackie and Sandra and 
voice your thanks and support of them and 

the ministry they have offered all of us. If 
you believe that music is a way for church 
people to fellowship and worship together, 
then I encourage you to reach out to a 
music volunteer or me and find out how 
you can help. If you believe that music fills 
the hearts and minds of our children with 
the word of God, I encourage you to give 
to St. Paul’s in support of all its ministries.  

“But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood. A holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession, so that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of the darkness into His 
marvelous light; for you once were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; 
you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.” 

So I’m going to grow this music ministry. 
I’m looking forward to hearing from you, 
listening to you, praying with you, singing 
with you and growing with you. Bless you! 

 

 

 

Worship Assistants 

 

Interested in helping out as a Worship 
Assistant or working on Altar Guild, but 
not sure what you need to do?  Melissa 
Headrick would be happy to help and teach 
you!  If you’d like to learn how to do the 
different jobs at St. Paul’s, contact Melissa 
at (609) 367-4661. 
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Sunday School—We’re HOO OWLs! 

5 

First Communion 

Class 

The next First 

Communion class will begin on Sunday, 

September 24 for anyone interested in what 

we Lutherans believe and teach about the 

Lord’s Supper. Classes are Sunday, 

September 24 at 2:00 PM in the Music 

Room and Wednesday, September 27 at 

6:30 PM in the Music Room. First 

Communion will be offered at all four 

services on September 30 and October 1. 

 

 

 

 

New Members Class 

A New Members class will start on 

Sunday, October 1 at 2:00 PM in the Great 

Room of the Study House. Anyone 

interested in membership here at St. Paul’s 

is encouraged to sign up for this four-part 

class to learn some Lutheran history, to 

learn who we are here at St. Paul’s and to 

meet many of the key leaders of our 

congregation. New members will be 

received at the four services on October 28 

and 29. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, September 21 

7:00 PM 

at Marilyn DiGiacomo’s House 

42 Sunset Drive, Mt. Holly 

Book: The Girl Who Wrote in Silk 

By Kelli Estes 
 

If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  

(609) 894-8089. 

 

 

Shawl Sharers 

The Shawlers will meet on Monday, 
September 11 at 6:30 pm in the Study 
House. This will be the start of our 11th 
year!!!  In that time, we have distributed 
about 900 shawls, quilts and lap robes. 
(About 100 a year) 

We'd love to have some new ladies join us. 
Free crochet & knitting lessons at any 
meeting. (We meet about every 6 or 7 
weeks, 6:30 pm in the Study House.) Hope 
to see all the St Pauls Shawl Sharers on 
Monday, September 
11!!!    More info:   

Midy Mangiante  

609-265-2472 
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Flu Shot Clinic 

St. Paul’s will be conducting its fourth annual 
flu shot clinic on Wednesday, September 13 
beginning at 10:30 AM. This year we will be 
offering DPT boosters, the Shingles vaccine as 
well as the pneumococcal pneumonia vaccine 
and the regular and high dose flu shots. 

Because there is a co-pay for the Shingles 
shots, a copy of your supplemental insurance 
card must accompany the registration forms. 
These will be submitted to the Rite Aid 
Pharmacy conducting the clinic in order to 
determine what your co-pay will be. They will 
contact you directly with this information, 
which will enable you to decide whether to get 
the shot or not.   

There is no cost for the pneumonia shot, as it is 
covered by Medicare, as is the flu shot. 

Any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 893
-6349. You can sign up after services. Sign up 
sheets will be available in the narthex. 

 

 

Bags Full of Blessings  

September 9/10 

All Services  

 

This St. Paul’s Milestone offers a blessing to 

you for your presence in school, work and 

ministry in the world! Please take advantage of 

this opportunity.  

When? On September 9 and 10 at all services.  

When you arrive for worship, bring your bag, 

backpack, briefcase, lunchbox, etc. forward 

and place it in front of the altar, and we will 

pray for you at a special time during the 

worship service.  

This is our congregation's way of letting you 

know that even when you are outside our 

walls, we are praying for you and with you. 

It’s a great way to start your school year, as 

well as any celebrate any work place or 

ministry in prayer and recognition of God's 

blessings. It then helps determine the course of 

the whole year ahead.  

Psalm 121 verse 8:  

The Lord will keep your going out and your 

coming in from this time and for evermore.  

Matthew (28:20)  

I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.  
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Bible  

Weekend 

Our Youth & Family 

Ministry team has 

found really great Bibles for 4 year-olds, 5th 

graders, and 11th graders and a devotional 

guide for 1st graders. The Bibles and the 

devotional are all engaging so children and 

youth will want to keep hearing and reading 

the Bible stories, ancient words. On September 

16 and 17, we invite all parents/guardians of 4 

year-olds, 1st graders, 5th graders and 11th 

graders to attend a worship service of their 

choice.  The Bibles or devotional will be 

handed to an adult (parent, grandparent, 

guardian) who will, in turn, hand it to the 

student whose name is inside. 

Where do the Bibles and devotional come 

from?  When Madeleine Heppard died after a 

fifty-plus year career as a Sunday School 

teacher, the congregation memorialized her 

through the establishment of a Bible Fund in 

her name.  Every Bible we present has a book 

plate on the inside cover, reminding the 

recipient that the Bible was provided through 

this special fund. 

To prepare a Bible or devotional for your 

child, we need you to contact us! Please sign 

your child up on the sheet on the youth bulletin 

board in the narthex or contact the church 

office, (609) 267-0740 or 

stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org to inform us that 

you will be present and which service you will 

attend for preparations to be made. 

September Food Collection 
 

Following are some of the most requested food 
pantry items.  Because it is not always easy to 
eat healthy when you are struggling to put food 
on the table, food pantries suggest whole grain, 
low sugar, low sodium items. 
 

 Meals in a can (soup, stew, chili) 

 Tuna or chicken (cans or pouches) 

 Peanut butter 

 Crackers 

 Canned foods with pop-top lids 

 Canned fruit in its own juice or water 

 Low-sodium canned vegetables 

 Olive or canola oil 

 Spices 

 Low-sugar whole grain cereals 

 Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried 

 fruit) 
 
Additional tips: 
Canned goods with pop-top lids are better than 
canned goods that require a can opener 
Avoid foods packaged in glass. 
 

As always, all items welcome!  Paper, plastic 
and cloth bags are also needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. Thank you! 
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150th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 

 

Tickets are on sale until October 2. 

GET YOURS TODAY! 

 

When: Friday, October 20, 2017 

Why: To celebrate our 150th Annivesary 

What: Buffet Dinner 

Cost: $35—adults; $15—Children 12 & under 

Where: Deerwood Country Club 

  845 Woodlane Road, Westampton 

 

 

 

 

 

Cash or checks only—checks payable to St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

and write “New Blessings—Anniversary Fund” on your check memo line. 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
We recently had The Rev. 
Scott Schantzenbach, 

Assistant to the Bishop for Stewardship, here to 
do a Stewardship Generosity presentation for 
our congregation. In an attempt to be good 
stewards, Pastor Jost and I set up the music 
room to conserve electricity.  Well, more 
people came than I anticipated leaving me 
pleasantly surprised, and we ended up moving 
into the parish hall.  All of you that came out 
made my day that day, thank you! 
 
We heard some stats and figures about 
congregations in the NJ Synod: from 2010 - 
2016, thirteen NJ Synod congregations closed  
(-7.4%). The majority of our congregations 
operate in a financial deficit and a typical 
congregation budget with a full time pastor is 
$180,000-$200,000 annually. Typically 
congregation income from member giving 
equals $2,000 x average worship attendance 
and 40% of our actively serving parish pastors 
are 60 years of age or older (58/143). 
 
Our synod breakdown for average weekly 
worship attendance :   
 
 23% - 0-35    13% - 36-50 
 25% - 51-75    15% - 76-100 
 18% - 101-150    4% - 151-200 
 3% - 201+ 
 
We are not the norm.  Yes our attendance is 
decreasing, but we’re still top tier. So far this 
year our average worship attendance is 221. 
 
He shared an interesting thing about 
Millennials:  Millennials are very generous; 
they want to make a difference in the world.  
They’re not so concerned about a leaky roof as 
they are about having a positive impact.  If not 
listened to or taken seriously, they’ll leave. 

 
In fact, we learned about the 20-60-20 rule.  
The front 20% are the ones who get it who are 
active and participating and leading, but they 
can get disenfranchised and burned out if not 
listened to and will leave.  That’s a problem 
because the 60% are along for the ride and the 
back 20% are the ones that don’t want any 
changes, want things to go back to how they 
were a long time ago.  This group doesn’t even 
need to win arguments they just need to outlast 
the front 20%.  When they have it is very 
difficult to get momentum again and a 
congregation is dead in the water.  
 
So what’s a congregation to do?  Do we curve 
in on ourselves and circle the wagons.  Do we 
cut out everything and everyone?  Do we 
operate out of scarcity or do we live, love and 
lead generously?  We exude generosity in 
everything we do. 
 
Generosity is the new stewardship, evangelism, 
social ministry worship, and narrative.  God’s 
Grace is Generosity.  Even when we sin, God is 
generous toward us.  God’s generosity  
transforms people, generous people transform 
the church and generous churches transform the 
world.  
 

Because of how generous God is with us, we 
strive to be generous with each other.  That is 
critical now. As we live, love and lead 
generously and are generous with one another 
lives will be transformed, people will follow 
Jesus in their life as they live out their Christian 
vocation everywhere in the world.  Generosity 
with each other and the world helps transform 
the public perception of Christians as 
judgmental, mean-spirited to hopeful and 
helpful. God’s generosity with us changes us 
and changed people lead changed lives and 
change the world.  
 
Pastor Laura Esposito 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
When Nancy Prickett invited 

me to write something for the 
anniversary book that is being compiled, I 

figured I had written enough about the past. I 
looked ahead to the future. 
 It’s easy to write about the past - it’s 
already happened, so you have a great idea of 
how things turned out. The excitement of 
writing about it is when you realize how we 
have been impacted by events of the past. A 
group of German immigrants, living in the area 
of Mount Holly, decided that there should be a 
Lutheran congregation in the area, so, 150 
years and three sanctuaries later, here we are! A 
group of parishioners banded together to take 
out second mortgages on their homes so they 
could purchase property next to the church and 
donate it to the church. Next thing you know, 
we have room to expand and throw in a softball 
field for the fun of it. 

The future is harder to write about - 
just ask any sports writer who tries to predict in 
March who will be in the World Series in 
October! Trying to come to decisions about 
what the future will bring is not unlike herding 
cats - a lot of work, but is it really worth the 
effort? Doris Day sang a ballad years ago, “Que 
Sera, Sera - Whatever Will Be, Will Be.” The 
future is what the future will be. We can plan 
for the future, but it really is in God’s hands. 
That’s part of the excitement about the future - 
it is in God’s hands. When we plan for the 
future, we work in concert with God, never 
apart from the Creator. 

I have said countless times that God 
has watched over us for the past 150 years - 
what makes us think that God is going to turn 
the divine back on us now? I think if we do 
foolish things - neon signs on the roof, hire an 
orchestra to accompany our hymn singing, 
lease a Rolls Royce for the use of the pastor - 
God would not favor us using our benevolence 
dollars in those ways. But as long as we are 
doing what God has asked us to do - preach the 

Gospel, teach all those who hunger for 
knowledge, share the resources with which God 
has provided us - we will be able to continue to 
be the church of Jesus Christ. 

Within this newsletter, there is a copy 
of our Mission Statement. This was written in 
1996, and affirmed again in 2003. This states 
what we believe our purpose to be here in this 
place, at this time. Take time to re-read it. Is it 
still our mission? Is it still Jesus Christ who 
drives our mission? Do we still live with an 
attitude of “abundanza”, which means “in 
abundance”? (I stole that Italian word from a 
seminary classmate who, whenever he and his 
family would have us over for dinner, cooked 
as though he was expecting an army. “Why did 
you cook so much?” I would ask him and he 
would reply “Abundanza!”) Do we think that 
God has provided for us in abundance, or has 
God provided just enough? Worse yet, had God 
not provided enough for us? 

I was a “Lost in Space” and “The 
Jetsons” kid; not so much a “Star Trek” kid. I 
thought my adulthood would be spent in flying 
cars and with robotic maids who would vacuum 
my house every hour. Unlike the robot that 
controlled the Robinson’s life (“Danger, Will 
Robinson - danger!”), I have a smartphone that 
controls my life. The internet has made the 
world a much smaller place, and airline 
transportation, while not the beam-particle 
transporter of “Star Trek” fame, gets us where 
we need to go in times unthought of by my 
grandparents. 

What have we learned in this year-long 
study of our past that will help prepare us for 
our future?  Can we continue to do things as we 
have always done and expect different results? 
Or, can we read the story of our forebears and 
learn from their flexibility - the introduction of 
electric lights in the sanctuary,  the introduction 
of offering envelopes, “Synergy” as an 
alternative worship format, the use of drama in 
worship - and be as flexible as they were as we 
move into the future God has planned for us? 
 

In peace, Pastor David Jost 
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Please Join Us 
The 150th Anniversary Committee is inviting all 

church members to an  

Afternoon Tea 
to celebrate our past.  We will show films featuring 

some of our current and past members.  There is 

footage from our first and second churches and of 

Pastor Schupp and his family helping with 

construction. In addition, there are interviews with 

groups of our senior members who kindly agreed to 

share their memories of St. Paul’s. 

When:  Sunday, October 1, 12:15 pm 

Where:  Parish Hall 
 

Light refreshments will be served.  

If you plan to attend please write your name on  

the sign up sheet on the easel in the Narthex.  
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Dear Generous People (I call you that 
because...well, because you are generous!) 
 
I happen to be one of those Lutherans who are 
clients of Thrivent Financial. They used to be 
called Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, but 
realized that what they had was too good to 
keep just among Lutherans, so they expanded. 
In any case, they publish a monthly magazine 
that has great financial tips, great 
spiritual studies and lots of research 
into human nature. 
 
In their June issue, they had a two 
page spread called “The Generosity 
Effect”. The sub title was “That 
feel good effect you get from 
volunteering? It’s one of the many 
benefits linked to living 
generously.” If I wore socks in the summer 
(which I rarely do), this article would have 
knocked them off! 
 
Are you ready for this finding? “The more 
people volunteer, the happier they are. 
Compared with those who never volunteer, the 
odds of being very happy rose: 7% among 
those who volunteer monthly; 12% among 
those who volunteer every two to four weeks; 
and (hold on to your socks) 16% among those 
who volunteer weekly!” That means if you are 
having a no-good, horrible, very bad day (term 
stolen from one of my favorite childhood 
books), if you go out and volunteer, you 
improve your chances of happiness by 16%!! 
WOW! You can’t get odds like that in Atlantic 
City or Las Vegas. 
 
What do you get by giving back? According to 
the article, some of the positive outcomes of 
volunteering are: social connections, lifespan, 
quality of life, self-esteem, adoption of healthy 
lifestyles, physical activity and increased brain 
function. What lowers when you volunteer? 
Blood pressure, loneliness, depression, stress,  

 
pain and hospitalizations. Alrighty then - where 
can I go to sign up to volunteer? 
 
Among youth, volunteering once a week at an 
after-school program for children lowered their 
average body mass index and they showed 
lower cholesterol levels than non-volunteers! 
 
I sat in on one of your new member classes 

several years ago, and I remember 
Frank Johnson, in the tour of the 
campus, saying that if I wanted to 
see the “Blessings Window” at the 
back of the sanctuary, the best way 
to see it was to volunteer to be a 
lector or a communion assistant. 
Because of my own responsibilities 
in my home congregation, I am not 
able to do that at St. Paul’s. But I’ll 

bet many of you can! 
 
For all the years that I have been corresponding 
with you, I have been amazed that the copious 
volunteer opportunities you have at St. Paul’s. I 
would hope that many more of you take 
advantage of those opportunities and find an 
area where you can volunteer and use the gifts 
that God has given you. Be generous in your 
sharing! Stretch your expectations of yourself 
and try new things! 
 
My great-grandfather did that in the last 
century. He took a job at an orange juice 
processing plant, but he did not last. He just 
could not concentrate. 

 
Your faithful correspondent, 
Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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