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Dear Wandering Astronauts (I call you that in 
case you are “Lost in Space”), 
 If you are old enough to remember the 
1950s, you remember that every television 
show (that was not a Western) was a show 
about a family. Usually, the family was a mom, 
dad and two or three children. Occasionally, 
there would be show like “Bachelor Father”, 
featuring a single parent. But not often.  
 The next decade took us into the realm 
of fantasy, with shows like “Batman”, 
“The Outer Limits” and “Gilligan’s 
Island” at the top of the ratings. 
Families were bizarre – “Bewitched”, 
featuring a witch married to an 
advertising employee; “The Addams 
Family” and “The Munsters”, two 
ghoulish families; “My Favorite 
Martian”, which explains itself. By 
the 1970s, families began to take on 
all shapes and sizes. 
 In the 1980s, families began to give 
way to places where people gathered in familial 
comfort. “Cheers” was a place to go where 
“everybody knows your name”. “The A Team” 
was a group of four veterans who bonded as 
family. “Dallas” and “Dynasty” were shows 
about families, but not necessarily family 
shows. Both reflected the greed of that decade. 
 By the 1990s, “Friends” was the 
number one show. Now, instead of family or 
even bar mates being your lifeline to sanity, it 
would be a small core of trusted friends. It was 
about the same time that the phrase “small 
group ministries” began to be heard in churches 
across the land. 
 My point is this – television tends to 
reflect the society of its times. Even shows of 
today that feature a family make sure that we 
know that the dad is a dunderhead, or that the 
children are all smarter than the parents, or 
feature a mom who is more of a bimbo than a  
mother. As we watch these shows, we begin to 
absorb some of the subliminal messages they 
offer. This is not good. 

  
I have heard people lament current TV  
shows with the phrase “Why can’t we return to 
the good old days of television – you know, the 
1950s?” While shows like “Your Show of 
Shows”, “The Ed Sullivan Show” and “The 
Kraft Music Hall” were good diversions from 
the stresses of everyday life (who really wanted 
to think about the Cold War?), many other 
shows showed African Americans as slaves, 
maids and butlers. Women were never paid as 

much as male actors on most shows. 
Ralph Kramden was always 
threatening to punch his wife Alice 
“straight to the moon.” The rest of 
American life was depicted in a 
suburban-utopian sort of way, 
ignoring the rising tensions within our 
cities. Workplaces were always seen 
as places of happiness and 
contentment.  

 Even some churches want to return to 
the good old days. Evangelism methods that 
worked in the 1950s don’t work so well 
anymore, and fifty-year-old stewardship 
approaches fall on deaf ears. But some 
congregations realize that the good old days are 
today! God has provided a different set of 
resources for the Church to continue its 
mission. Seminaries are starting to realize that 
the old approach of training pastors to be “lone 
rangers” to serve in small, rural parishes is no 
longer a good training model to follow. 
Fortunately, some churches have begun looking 
to the future and have begun to carve out a new 
pathway to help people get to that God-
ordained future. 
 I know you Lutherans are looking back 
at the first 500 years with a sense of pride. I 
hope you can look ahead to the next 500 years 
with as much hope and pride. Because you 
Lutherans speak so much about grace, you may 
be the world’s best lifeline to that future. 
     
 Your faithful correspondent, 
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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48 Hours of Generosity 

 

“48 Hours of Generosity” is a time of coaching, consultation and teaching that is 
dedicated to congregations in our Mission District. What this means to St. Paul’s 
is that Rev. Scott Schantzenbach, Assistant to the Bishop – Stewardship 
Advocate, will be present with us on Tuesday evening, August 22, at 7:30 PM. 
You’ll want to put this on your calendar! 

This special opportunity intends to avoid “cookie cutter” approaches to 
stewardship and financial concerns and understand that every congregation is 
unique and at a distinctive time and place in its growth and development. The 
core value of generosity and a strong faith base undergird our work together. 
Please save the date, bring your enthusiasm and take a look at Stewardship – 
Renewing Hope, Strengthening Congregations, Exploring Ministry Pathways in 
a Changing World!” 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ, 
 August is a month 

when many New Jersey residents 
leave their homes for extended periods of 
time. It’s called “vacation”. Many of those 
departing for vacation don’t go very far, 
ending up at the Jersey Shore. 
 To stand on the beach and watch the 
action of the waves can be fascinating. You 
watch the waves come in; you watch the 
waves go out. Constantly. Minute after 
minute. And yet – it’s not the same water 
every time. It’s not the same sea foam 
every time. Not even the same sea shells 
wash to shore every time. But the action is 
the same, wave after wave: the waves come 
in, the waves go out. 
 As I have been writing and reading 
the history pages of the Chimes on behalf 
of the Sesquicentennial Planning Team, I 
am reminded of the sea. Ministry happens 
year after year, for 150 years. Different 
people; different leaders; different 
buildings. But the ministry – celebrating 
and proclaiming Christ crucified, raised and 
living, remains the same year after year. 
 Now, if I continue with the ocean 
analogy, waves can also be destructive. A 
nor’easter, churning up the waters, can do 
major damage to the dunes and produce 
flooding in low lying areas. Sometimes, no 
matter how well a home owner prepares for 
the water, the destructive forces are greater 
than the preparation. 
 That’s part of our history, too. The 
country’s financial situation in 1929 and 
the years following had an impact on our 
ability to do and sustain ministry. People 
struggled but many in this congregation 
banded together to help the church survive.  
 

In the 1980s, there was a major rift in the 
congregation over whether to build a new 
sanctuary or upgrade the one we were 
using. The decision was made to create a 
new worship space, and redefine the 
sanctuary for use as a Parish Hall. Not 
everyone agreed with that decision, 
especially because it gave us a mortgage 
once again, but we built and it opened up 
possibilities for new directions in worship 
and mission. 
 All of that peaked in 2006. Since 
that year, we have been experiencing a 
decline in our attendance and in our giving, 
although, up to this year, our giving was 
still supporting our expenses. In spite of 
cutting expenses where we can, we are not 
able to close a financial gap that has 
widened. 
 It’s not like the destruction of a 
sand dune, where bulldozers are brought in 
to move sand around. It’s not like the 
destruction of a house where a new house 
can be built in its place. We will have to 
make cuts where there is no replacement 
part on hand. Sometimes, the 
destructiveness of the ocean convinces a 
homeowner to relocate away from the 
ocean. Sometimes the destructiveness of a 
financial downturn can cause a 
congregation to forego valuable ministries 
in an on-going attempt to keep the bills 
paid. 
 If you are sitting on a beach reading 
this, please think about the waves of change 
that are affecting St. Paul’s. Perhaps we 
need to be more like the disciples who, in 
their fear, called upon Jesus to still the 
ferocious waters. And he did. 
     
  In peace,  
  Pastor David Jost 
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A21 Walk for Freedom 

 

  Who is Walking? Everyone in our community who would like to join A21 

  in it’s crusade to abolish human trafficking, the fastest-growing criminal 

industry in the world. 

 

What is Happening?  In communities around the world, A21, an international nonprofit 

organization dedicated to abolishing injustice in the 21st Century, will be hosting their 

annual Walk for Freedom on October 14, 2017, to gain support for it’s crusade to 

abolish human trafficking world-wide. Last year there were over 300 walks around the 

world in 40 different countries. Our walk here in South Jersey accounted for $4700. 
 

Where and When?  Marchers for our walk in South Jersey will gather at the First 

Baptist Church located at 1341 Woodlane Road, Eastampton at 8:30 am, Saturday, 

October 14, 2017 and will walk approximately 2-3 miles over a period of about 1.5 

hours.  If you would like to send a donation to get the walk underway, you can make a 

check payable to “In His Image Justice Coalition” and mail to: IHIJC, PO Box 424, Mt. 

Holly, NJ 08060. (These donations are not tax deductible.) 
 

Why? What’s it All About?  We want to continue in sharing the recovery of human 

trafficking victims around the world.  Your help will contribute to the recovery of victims 

like May, an 18-month-old little girl who was recently saved. It didn’t take long for 

doctors to realize she was a victim of human trafficking.  There were signs of abuse, 

multiple broken bones and burns to her face; May was in a coma.  After she was 

treated, and her little body began to recover, A21 was able to assist her and repatriate 

her to her home country. Today A21 is asking us to partner with the two governments to 

help her. Please give to the victims and survivors like May.  When we do, we make a 

difference for all who need to be rescued and have their freedom and hope restored. 
 

Please pray for May and others like her, and please give of your time to walk with us on 

October 14.  To donate directly to A21 to help with their global efforts, you can make a 

check payable to “A21” and send it to: A21 Campaign, 1940 Harbor Boulevard #831, 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627. (These donation are tax deductible). 

 

To sign up to walk, visit A21.org/eastampton. 
 

Dave Pagenkopf, Walk for Freedom Team Member 
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Celebrate Our Anniversary!!! 

 

Good things come to those who wait –  

well the wait is nearly over -  the St. Paul’s 150th  

Anniversary Celebration Dinner is almost here.   

 

Friday night, October 20, at Deerwood Country Club  

on Woodlane Road in Westampton.   

 

Cost is $35 for adults and $15 for children 12 & under.   

 

Tickets will be sold at all services beginning on  

September 2 and will continue until October 10. 

 

 Join us to celebrate our past,                                              

present and future! 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
Generosity has more to do 
with a person’s heart and 

values than how much is in their bank 
account. This month I want to share with 
you a Bible story that a lot of people aren’t 
familiar with, the story of Ananias and his 
wife Sapphira. The story is found in Acts 
5:1-11. 
 
"But a man named Ananias, with the 
consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property;  with his wife's knowledge, he 
kept back some of the proceeds, and 
brought only a part and laid it at the 
apostles' feet. "Ananias," Peter asked, "why 
has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds 
of the land?  While it remained unsold, did 
it not remain your own? And after it was 
sold, were not the proceeds at your 
disposal? How is it that you have contrived 
this deed in your heart? You did not lie to 
us but to God!"  Now when Ananias heard 
these words, he fell down and died. And 
great fear seized all who heard of it.  The 
young men came and wrapped up his body, 
then carried him out and buried him. 
 
 After an interval of about three hours his 
wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. Peter said to her, "Tell me 
whether you and your husband sold the 
land for such and such a price." And she 
said, "Yes, that was the price." Then Peter 
said to her, "How is it that you have agreed 
together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the 
test? Look, the feet of those who have 
buried your husband are at the door, and 

they will carry you out."  Immediately she 
fell down at his feet and died. When the 
young men came in they found her dead, so 
they carried her out and buried her beside 
her husband.  And great fear seized the 
whole church and all who heard of these 
things." 
 
Anyone else envision that played out like a 
scene in an action movie?  You insult Peter 
by being dishonest about your giving and 
wham, you’re dead!  Scary.  I read a 
stewardship article back in 2009 about 
Extravagant Generosity that says when we 
withhold what we are at liberty to give part 
of us dies. As Christians, every money 
decision we make should be a spiritual and 
Christ centered one.  Did you ever think 
that paying your electric or heating bill was 
a Christ centered decision?  By keeping 
your home warm and the lights on, you are 
caring for those with whom you live, and 
you are being a good steward of yourself.  
 
Martin Luther once said that a person must 
go through three conversions: conversion of 
mind, conversion of heart, and conversion 
of purse.   The conversion of the purse is 
often the difficult one.  Our motto here is 
blessed to be a blessing.  We can’t have 
money rule our lives, our spiritual life 
should rule our lives. Money is something 
we can possess without being possessed by 
it.  Money is like a king or a god, it can 
quickly rule over and consume our lives.  
Money entices, gives power, gives freedom, 
gives a sense security (at least temporarily 
while we live on this earth). When we let 
go of money, we let go part of our security.   
 

Continued Next Page 
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This is why we are encouraged to give to 
the church.  This is why we are encouraged 
to tithe, that is give at least 10% of what 
God has blessed us with to do God’s work.  
The reality is most people give much less 
than 4%.  Studies have shown that the 
Boomers, Gen X, and Millennials all give 
close to the same percentage to the church. 
Previous generations give/gave a higher 
percentage.  Congregations in 
impoverished city neighborhoods give a 
higher percentage than the average 
suburban middle or upper class person.  In 
the early church everyone contributed very 
generously, they shared what they had, 
gave what they had, shared the time they 
had, volunteered to help ministries, helped 
one another, shared their talents and did 
great work spreading God’s love and the 
gospel or Good News of Jesus.  It is no 
wonder the early church grew and grew, 
they lived and loved generously, freed by 
the truth that is Jesus Christ.  The world 
needs Jesus more than ever, so let’s give 
all we’ve got. 
 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
 

 
Save the Date! 

 

Sunday, September 10, 2017 
 

Community/Church  

Picnic Gathering 
 

Stay tuned for details! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

“We are called as children of God to reach 
out to those in need, whether they are in 
our church, community, nation, or world.” 
That was the opening line of our Social 
Ministry report for the church’s 2016 
Annual Report.  That is what social 
ministry is all about.  We are to reach out 
to those in need – right now, the need is 
right here at our beloved St. Paul’s. 

Our church is facing a financial crisis, so 
for a short time, we will be focusing our 
Social Ministry inward.  What does this 
mean?  We would like to plan special 
fundraising events to get our church “back 
in the black” by targeting specific needs – 
paying down the mortgage, reducing debt, 
paying outstanding bills. 

We are not alone.  Our neighbors at 
Christian Faith Assembly (right next door) 
recently held a “debt reduction” yard sale.  

By the time you read this, we hope to have 
some plans in place to meet these goals. 
Watch your FYI and E-Chimes for 
additional information. Do you have ideas?  
Please contact the church office – we’d 
love to hear them! 

Without our church, we will have no 
Social Ministry.  Let’s work together so we 
can continue to be “Blessed to Be a 
Blessing.” 
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The Little Tree 
Preschool News      
for August 

 

It is with deep regret that we 

update you on an important 

decision that was made at our recent board 

meeting regarding Little Tree Preschool.  

Due to declining enrollment over the past 

several months, Little Tree Preschool will 

be closed until further notice, effective July 

18, 2017.  Despite our best efforts to boost 

enrollment, we were unable to do so and 

will no longer be able to operate the 

preschool at this time as it is not 

financially viable.  The closure of the 

preschool will impact staffing associated 

with this ministry. 

We truly appreciate the staff’s outstanding 

commitment to providing a safe and 

nurturing environment for Little Tree 

Preschool students and are grateful to 

parental support we’ve received over the 

years. It was our pleasure to provide an 

enriching and fun environment to children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Food Collection 
 

In the summer months, many children who 
depend on the school breakfast and lunch 
programs are at risk of malnutrition when 
these programs are not available.  For 
many families, that means a struggle to 
feed their children healthy, filling meals. 

 

Here are some kid-friendly suggestions for 
the summer months: 

 

Hot/Cold Cereal 

Granola/Breakfast Bars 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Canned Pasta 

Microwavable Meals 

Raisins 

Applesauce/Fruit Cups 

Fruit Snacks 

Fruit Juice 

Shelf Stable/Canned/Powdered Milk 

 

As always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 
needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. 
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Sunday School—Where We Are HOOT OWLs! 

Sunday School Begins Sunday, September 17 

10:30 – 11:30 

Where St. Paul’s Kids…HOOT ~ OWL 

 

 

 

 
 

Help Open Our Thoughts Our Wise Lord 

at St. Paul’s Sunday School! 

PreK - Kindergarten  +  Gr. 3 - 4 

Gr. 1 - 2   +   Gr. 5 - 6 

Grade 7 - 8 
 

Where the Bible, God, and Jesus Come to Life! 

Where the Holy Spirit inspires us! 
 

Questions? Bev Grazioli  beverly.j@outlook.com  856-234-2963 

Sunday School Teachers and Helpers Needed! 

Come HOOT for OWL in Sunday School!! 

NO Experience, necessary… It’s easier than you think, really! 

Contact Bev to share in the joy of Sunday School! 
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First Communion Classes: 

Sunday, September 24, 2:00 – 3:30 PM 

Wednesday, September 27, 6:30 -7:00 PM 

First Communion is the weekend of September 

30/October 1 

 

New Member Classes: 

Sunday, October 1, 2:00-4:00 PM 

Sunday, October 8, 2:00-4:00 PM  

Wednesday, October 11, 7:30 – 9:00 PM 

Sunday, October 15,  4:00-6:00 PM (dinner) 

Weekend of October 28 and 29—new members 
received at all services.  

 

         Sunday School: 

          Sunday, September 17, 10:30 AM 

 

         Book Club: 

          Thursday, September 21, 7:00 PM 
     

         Bible Studies: 

          Begin in September—Dates TBD 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
TIP OF THE MONTH-    In retirement, many things are 
more valuable than money.* 
 
Time is probably your most valuable asset.  How do you 
spend your days? What does a good day in retirement 
look like to you- working, hobbies, socializing, time with 
your grandchild or pet, traveling, volunteering, being 
active in your church? 
 
Close behind time is staying healthy by maintaining your relationships, eating prudently, 
exercising,  getting enough rest, and “me time“ alone. 
 
Should your role in your  family household remain the same or change? 
 
How do you spend your retirement income besides for basic living expenses?  Does 
your discretionary spending match your goals, passions and pursuits? 
 
Within reason, you can do anything you want to do, but not everything you want to do.  
Learn to prioritize your activities to get the things accomplished that are most important 
to you! 
 
HAPPY RETIREMENT, and have a safe, enjoyable end of summer. 

 
* UBS Wealth Management Update- July 2017 

 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group   
First Thursday of the month, 1 —2 PM   
Second Thursday of the month, 6—7 PM   
At Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility,    
480 Woodlane Road, Westampton    
Contact: Deb Taylor—609-877-0555   
 
Check each Sunday Burlington County Times  “Community B Section” Calendar of 
Events and Library listings of activities for people of all ages.  There is something for 
every one! 
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VBS—In the Maker Fun Factory! 

Into the Maker Fun Factory We Went! 

Vacation bible School certainly made a lot of fun June 26 – June 30!  The Maker Fun 
Factory welcomed our Valiant Baptized Saint-ers to an inventive workshop-sanctuary 
where we had the following: 

1. Doors to represent Martin Luther’s doors where he posted his 95 theses. VBS-ers 
were reminded every day of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  Our doors 
sported a banner, St. Paul’s 1-5-0, and had 150 post-it notes on it to collect 150 
items for St. Paul’s own daily comfort and fellowship needs as a way to tie in our 
150th celebration.  We collected 256 items, and built an impressive tower/
pyramid, so Bev and Pastor Jost both got pied.  Actually, Pastor Jost was pied 
twice and also mummified! 

2. Our Maker Fun Factory set the tone for a time worthy of praising God and 
celebrating we are built for a unique purpose. 

3. JJ’s Transformation Station helped our VBS-ers value the daily theme and the 
Bible Verse.  In short, if God is for us, no one could be against JJ and his 
Transformation machine – not even JJ! 

4. Our Gears and Sprockets Water Balloon Toss, led by Ms. Krissy, was ultra fun! 

5. Thanks to our Crew Chief VBS-ers: 

Maker Fun Factory Worship:  Ms. Krissy and Pastor Jost 
Word Warehouse – The Bible is the Word!:  Mr. Doug and Ms. Sandy 
Parts and Design Studio – Discover Your Spiritual Gifts:  Ms. Robin and  
 Ms. Karen 
Crafter’s Corner and Science Smokestack: Ms. Liz, Ms. Kim and Ms. Laurie 
Product Playground:  Ms. Marisa and Mr. Tim 
Snackology and Nurses:  Ms. Sharyn, RN, and Ms. Debbie, RN 

 

Thanks to all of our group leaders (Crew Leaders), behind the scenes helpers (Foremen) 
and Youth Volunteers (Assistant Crew Leaders) – you were the perfect crew to make the 
factory operate! 

A special thanks to Jon Soltesz and all of our Crew people who stayed until 3:00 – 5:00 – 
8:00 PM on Sunday, June 25 to set-up and to Rosanne… for all everyone(!) did in the 
Maker Fun Factory! 

Check out our pictures!  What an amazing, welcoming VBS week we experienced! 
 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 
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Music Matters  

August 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

July was a whirlwind!  It’s hard to believe 
summer is half over!  I wanted to say 
“Thank You!” to our bands for practicing 
and playing through the summer.   

 

To our choirs—get ready!  Fall is coming.  
Stay tuned for practice dates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thanks to all of my church family 
who sent cards and kind words of 
sympathy on the death of my brother, John. 

 

Also, all the cards and prayers sent to me 
during my stay in the hospital and my 
return homes to rest and recuperate. 

 

It is a blessing to be a part of the St. Paul’s 
family. 

 

God’s blessings, 

Dot Shinn 

 

 

 

 

Bridge of Peace & VBS  

 

Our VBS was held June 26 to 30 and 
Bridge of Peace had theirs July 10 to 14. 
This is special because the generous 
donations of snacks to our VBS that were 
not used at St. Paul’s program were given 
to Bridge of Peace’s VBS program. Thank 
you everyone for the gifts that keep on 
giving. Yay all VBS’ers! 

 

 

 

Donate Through Amazon 

Do you shop Amazon? If you do, you can 

go through http://smile.amazon.com, 

choose “St Paul Lutheran Church” as your 

organization and 0.5% of your purchase 

will be donated back to St. Paul’s! 

It’s so easy!   

 

 

 

 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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St. Paul’s Softball Team Fundraiser 

All proceeds will benefit St. Paul’s Senior High Youth going to the 

2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering 

In 

Houston! 
 

Pricing: 

 

T-Shirt $18.00* 

Long Sleeve T-Shirt $22.00* 

Hooded Sweatshirt $26.00 

Hat $15.00 

*add $2.00 for XXL 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  St. Paul’s 

 

Interested in something different? 

We can also offer classic sweatshirts without hoods, jackets, jerseys, flex fit 
hats, and fitted hats. 

Youth sizes and customization available. 

 

Order form is on the table in the narthex. 

 

FOR INFORMATION ON THE FUNDRAISER, PLEASE CONTACT: 

 

Tim Bozarth—(609) 847-0910 

tjbozarth@comcast.net 
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Pastoral Acts for July 
 

Baptisms:  none 
 

Funerals:  Charles Brining 
 

Weddings:  none 
 

Vow Renewal: Al & Z Thompson  

some interior walls to create a “Great 
Room” for larger groups of adults in 
comfortable seating. For the first time ever, 
the Needle and Thread group had their own 
dedicated space and, with the donation of a 
conference table and chairs, we were able 
to create a small conference room as well. 
The basement was water-proofed and 
painted and became a great hang-out for 
youth ministry, catechism classes, and 
other Sunday School classes. 

Around 1998, the Synod’s director 
of mission asked about the possibility of us 
helping to birth a new congregation in 
Mount Laurel. Some in our leadership felt 
this was not a good expenditure of 
resources, what with four large, program-
oriented congregations surrounding that 
community. Why not teach us to be better 
evangelists and grow the existing 
congregations? From these conversations, 
the “Mount Laurel Initiative” was born, a 
conversation shared among Prince of Peace 
(Marlton), St. Matthew (Moorestown), St. 
Michael’s (Cherry Hill), and St. Paul’s 
about how to partner among ourselves to 
increase evangelism education.  

Worship attendance continued to 
grow during this period, as did the amount 
of contributions given the church. In 2000, 
Kathy Knodt left to take a position in the 
Office of the Bishop. Because our 
congregation had been in conversation 
through the “Mount Laurel Initiative”, it 
was decided to call an evangelism 
specialist for a three-year period, to come 
to the two remaining congregations 
dedicated to the initiative, to offer 
evangelism education. Pastor David Stoner 
from neighboring Holy Trinity, Magnolia, 
accepted this call, and began his ministry 
among us on September 1, 2000. This was 

also the date that we began a relationship 
with seminarian Shelly Satran to serve as 
our intern for one year. More about this 
next month… 
  

 

 

August Card 
Shower 

 

 
 

 
John & Gussie Johnson 

1535 Hainesport-Mt. Laurel Rd 

Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Thirteen of Fifteen) 

 
In each issue of The Chimes, the 

Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

1990-2000 
Construction of the new sanctuary 

carried on through the first three years of 
the new decade. At the same time, 
reconstruction was occurring inside the 
building: conversion of the Parish Hall into 
a double classroom, conversion of the old 
kitchen into a classroom, new office space 
being built into the new construction, 
movement of the bell memorial from 
beside the building to beside the new 
entrance, conversion of the old parlor into 
classroom space, and other sundry changes 
and upgrades. 

On Palm Sunday, 1992, Frank 
Johnson, an adult, became the last person 
to be baptized in the old sanctuary. Finally, 
on Easter, 1992, the new sanctuary was 
ready for worship services! One of Pastor 
David Mangiante’s favorite memories of 
that day was watching long-time members 
walk into the new sanctuary, with all its 
aisles and new pews, and freeze! Their 
“regular” pews were no longer there! 
Where ever would they sit? On September 

27, 1992, the new sanctuary was dedicated 
with all the appropriate pomp and 
celebration that accompanies a finished 
accomplishment.  

With Pastor Mangiante’s retirement 
in the late spring of 1993, former New 
Jersey Synod Bishop Herluf Jensen was 
assigned to us as our interim pastor. He 
provided the transition during the call 
process which led to the call of Pastor 
David Jost in June 1994. Pastor Jost and 
his family moved into the parsonage while 
their home in Lumberton was being 
constructed. As was the practice, many 
parishioners showed up at the parsonage in 
July and August to paint and clean to make 
the house inhabitant-ready! 

With all of the new housing 
developments that were being built around 
the congregation, there was an upswing of 
new families moving into the area and 
joining our congregation. We experienced 
an upswing in the number of children’s 
choirs that were offered; our Sunday 
School grew; more young people were 
showing up to the activities that Kathy 
Knodt was offering. While we experience 
some changes in the leadership of our 
music ministry, the Senior Choir kept 
going strong at the 11:00 service. This led 
to the creation of the Morning Choir to 
sing at the 8:30 services. 

Because we had the space and the 
resources, we launched reJOYce Christian 
Pre-School in 1999, a ministry which 
caught on in the community rather quickly! 
In 2002, that led to the birth of JOYfull 
House After School care. 

Due to the increase in educational 
opportunities, the former parsonage was 
converted into a Study House, with a 
handicap accessible ramp the removal of 
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Youth News 

Summer is flying by, 
and our youth 
activities will soon be 
starting up again. 

 

Thanks to all the youth 
who volunteered their 

time and talents during VBS. 

 

Thanks to Tim Bozarth for organizing a 
T-shirt Fundraiser with the proceeds 
going to defray the cost of the 
upcoming youth gathering in Houston.  
Thanks to everyone who supported this 
worthy fundraiser! 

 

Karen Platt and Erick Soles will be 
running the Senior Youth Group again 
this year.  Stay tuned the start-up date! 

 

Catechism students and parents, mark 
your calendars for September 6. That is 
the evening for this year’s orientation 
meeting.  The Among the Wolves 
retreat is in November—the actual 
dates are yet to be announced. 

 

Remember to check the youth bulletin 
board in the narthex for current 
happenings.  We’re all looking forward 
to a successful year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2017 Dates 

 

September 6 & 20 

October 4 & 25 

October 26—RefCon 

November 1, 15 & 29 

December 13 

January 10 & 24 

February 7 & 28 

March 14 & 21 

April 1, 11 & 25 

May 9 

May 20—Confirmation 

 
*Dates subject to change 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

2 

  

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
  

3 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

4 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

5 

 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

6 

 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

7 

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

8 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Property Team Mtg 
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

9 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
  

10 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

11 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

12 

 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

13 

 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

14 

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

15 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM Council Meeting 

16 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

17 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

18 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

19 

 

3:00 PM Recital - 

     Dr. Erica Miller 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

20 

 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

21 

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

22 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Stewardship  
               Presentation (PH) 
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

23 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
  

24 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 

7:30  PM AA (SH) 

25 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

9:00 PM Chimes Assembly 

26 

 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

27 

 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

28 

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

29 

10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

30 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

31 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 

7:30  PM AA (SH) 

 
Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 

2
0
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Thirteen of Fifteen) 

 
In each issue of The Chimes, the 

Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

1990-2000 
Construction of the new sanctuary 

carried on through the first three years of 
the new decade. At the same time, 
reconstruction was occurring inside the 
building: conversion of the Parish Hall into 
a double classroom, conversion of the old 
kitchen into a classroom, new office space 
being built into the new construction, 
movement of the bell memorial from 
beside the building to beside the new 
entrance, conversion of the old parlor into 
classroom space, and other sundry changes 
and upgrades. 

On Palm Sunday, 1992, Frank 
Johnson, an adult, became the last person 
to be baptized in the old sanctuary. Finally, 
on Easter, 1992, the new sanctuary was 
ready for worship services! One of Pastor 
David Mangiante’s favorite memories of 
that day was watching long-time members 
walk into the new sanctuary, with all its 
aisles and new pews, and freeze! Their 
“regular” pews were no longer there! 
Where ever would they sit? On September 

27, 1992, the new sanctuary was dedicated 
with all the appropriate pomp and 
celebration that accompanies a finished 
accomplishment.  

With Pastor Mangiante’s retirement 
in the late spring of 1993, former New 
Jersey Synod Bishop Herluf Jensen was 
assigned to us as our interim pastor. He 
provided the transition during the call 
process which led to the call of Pastor 
David Jost in June 1994. Pastor Jost and 
his family moved into the parsonage while 
their home in Lumberton was being 
constructed. As was the practice, many 
parishioners showed up at the parsonage in 
July and August to paint and clean to make 
the house inhabitant-ready! 

With all of the new housing 
developments that were being built around 
the congregation, there was an upswing of 
new families moving into the area and 
joining our congregation. We experienced 
an upswing in the number of children’s 
choirs that were offered; our Sunday 
School grew; more young people were 
showing up to the activities that Kathy 
Knodt was offering. While we experience 
some changes in the leadership of our 
music ministry, the Senior Choir kept 
going strong at the 11:00 service. This led 
to the creation of the Morning Choir to 
sing at the 8:30 services. 

Because we had the space and the 
resources, we launched reJOYce Christian 
Pre-School in 1999, a ministry which 
caught on in the community rather quickly! 
In 2002, that led to the birth of JOYfull 
House After School care. 

Due to the increase in educational 
opportunities, the former parsonage was 
converted into a Study House, with a 
handicap accessible ramp the removal of 
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Youth News 

Summer is flying by, 
and our youth 
activities will soon be 
starting up again. 

 

Thanks to all the youth 
who volunteered their 

time and talents during VBS. 

 

Thanks to Tim Bozarth for organizing a 
T-shirt Fundraiser with the proceeds 
going to defray the cost of the 
upcoming youth gathering in Houston.  
Thanks to everyone who supported this 
worthy fundraiser! 

 

Karen Platt and Erick Soles will be 
running the Senior Youth Group again 
this year.  Stay tuned the start-up date! 

 

Catechism students and parents, mark 
your calendars for September 6. That is 
the evening for this year’s orientation 
meeting.  The Among the Wolves 
retreat is in November—the actual 
dates are yet to be announced. 

 

Remember to check the youth bulletin 
board in the narthex for current 
happenings.  We’re all looking forward 
to a successful year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2017 Dates 

 

September 6 & 20 

October 4 & 25 

October 26—RefCon 

November 1, 15 & 29 

December 13 

January 10 & 24 

February 7 & 28 

March 14 & 21 

April 1, 11 & 25 

May 9 

May 20—Confirmation 

 
*Dates subject to change 
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St. Paul’s Softball Team Fundraiser 

All proceeds will benefit St. Paul’s Senior High Youth going to the 

2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering 

In 

Houston! 
 

Pricing: 

 

T-Shirt $18.00* 

Long Sleeve T-Shirt $22.00* 

Hooded Sweatshirt $26.00 

Hat $15.00 

*add $2.00 for XXL 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  St. Paul’s 

 

Interested in something different? 

We can also offer classic sweatshirts without hoods, jackets, jerseys, flex fit 
hats, and fitted hats. 

Youth sizes and customization available. 

 

Order form is on the table in the narthex. 

 

FOR INFORMATION ON THE FUNDRAISER, PLEASE CONTACT: 

 

Tim Bozarth—(609) 847-0910 

tjbozarth@comcast.net 
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Pastoral Acts for July 
 

Baptisms:  none 
 

Funerals:  Charles Brining 
 

Weddings:  none 
 

Vow Renewal: Al & Z Thompson  

some interior walls to create a “Great 
Room” for larger groups of adults in 
comfortable seating. For the first time ever, 
the Needle and Thread group had their own 
dedicated space and, with the donation of a 
conference table and chairs, we were able 
to create a small conference room as well. 
The basement was water-proofed and 
painted and became a great hang-out for 
youth ministry, catechism classes, and 
other Sunday School classes. 

Around 1998, the Synod’s director 
of mission asked about the possibility of us 
helping to birth a new congregation in 
Mount Laurel. Some in our leadership felt 
this was not a good expenditure of 
resources, what with four large, program-
oriented congregations surrounding that 
community. Why not teach us to be better 
evangelists and grow the existing 
congregations? From these conversations, 
the “Mount Laurel Initiative” was born, a 
conversation shared among Prince of Peace 
(Marlton), St. Matthew (Moorestown), St. 
Michael’s (Cherry Hill), and St. Paul’s 
about how to partner among ourselves to 
increase evangelism education.  

Worship attendance continued to 
grow during this period, as did the amount 
of contributions given the church. In 2000, 
Kathy Knodt left to take a position in the 
Office of the Bishop. Because our 
congregation had been in conversation 
through the “Mount Laurel Initiative”, it 
was decided to call an evangelism 
specialist for a three-year period, to come 
to the two remaining congregations 
dedicated to the initiative, to offer 
evangelism education. Pastor David Stoner 
from neighboring Holy Trinity, Magnolia, 
accepted this call, and began his ministry 
among us on September 1, 2000. This was 

also the date that we began a relationship 
with seminarian Shelly Satran to serve as 
our intern for one year. More about this 
next month… 
  

 

 

August Card 
Shower 

 

 
 

 
John & Gussie Johnson 

1535 Hainesport-Mt. Laurel Rd 

Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
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VBS—In the Maker Fun Factory! 

Into the Maker Fun Factory We Went! 

Vacation bible School certainly made a lot of fun June 26 – June 30!  The Maker Fun 
Factory welcomed our Valiant Baptized Saint-ers to an inventive workshop-sanctuary 
where we had the following: 

1. Doors to represent Martin Luther’s doors where he posted his 95 theses. VBS-ers 
were reminded every day of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  Our doors 
sported a banner, St. Paul’s 1-5-0, and had 150 post-it notes on it to collect 150 
items for St. Paul’s own daily comfort and fellowship needs as a way to tie in our 
150th celebration.  We collected 256 items, and built an impressive tower/
pyramid, so Bev and Pastor Jost both got pied.  Actually, Pastor Jost was pied 
twice and also mummified! 

2. Our Maker Fun Factory set the tone for a time worthy of praising God and 
celebrating we are built for a unique purpose. 

3. JJ’s Transformation Station helped our VBS-ers value the daily theme and the 
Bible Verse.  In short, if God is for us, no one could be against JJ and his 
Transformation machine – not even JJ! 

4. Our Gears and Sprockets Water Balloon Toss, led by Ms. Krissy, was ultra fun! 

5. Thanks to our Crew Chief VBS-ers: 

Maker Fun Factory Worship:  Ms. Krissy and Pastor Jost 
Word Warehouse – The Bible is the Word!:  Mr. Doug and Ms. Sandy 
Parts and Design Studio – Discover Your Spiritual Gifts:  Ms. Robin and  
 Ms. Karen 
Crafter’s Corner and Science Smokestack: Ms. Liz, Ms. Kim and Ms. Laurie 
Product Playground:  Ms. Marisa and Mr. Tim 
Snackology and Nurses:  Ms. Sharyn, RN, and Ms. Debbie, RN 

 

Thanks to all of our group leaders (Crew Leaders), behind the scenes helpers (Foremen) 
and Youth Volunteers (Assistant Crew Leaders) – you were the perfect crew to make the 
factory operate! 

A special thanks to Jon Soltesz and all of our Crew people who stayed until 3:00 – 5:00 – 
8:00 PM on Sunday, June 25 to set-up and to Rosanne… for all everyone(!) did in the 
Maker Fun Factory! 

Check out our pictures!  What an amazing, welcoming VBS week we experienced! 
 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 
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Music Matters  

August 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

July was a whirlwind!  It’s hard to believe 
summer is half over!  I wanted to say 
“Thank You!” to our bands for practicing 
and playing through the summer.   

 

To our choirs—get ready!  Fall is coming.  
Stay tuned for practice dates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thanks to all of my church family 
who sent cards and kind words of 
sympathy on the death of my brother, John. 

 

Also, all the cards and prayers sent to me 
during my stay in the hospital and my 
return homes to rest and recuperate. 

 

It is a blessing to be a part of the St. Paul’s 
family. 

 

God’s blessings, 

Dot Shinn 

 

 

 

 

Bridge of Peace & VBS  

 

Our VBS was held June 26 to 30 and 
Bridge of Peace had theirs July 10 to 14. 
This is special because the generous 
donations of snacks to our VBS that were 
not used at St. Paul’s program were given 
to Bridge of Peace’s VBS program. Thank 
you everyone for the gifts that keep on 
giving. Yay all VBS’ers! 

 

 

 

Donate Through Amazon 

Do you shop Amazon? If you do, you can 

go through http://smile.amazon.com, 

choose “St Paul Lutheran Church” as your 

organization and 0.5% of your purchase 

will be donated back to St. Paul’s! 

It’s so easy!   

 

 

 

 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
TIP OF THE MONTH-    In retirement, many things are 
more valuable than money.* 
 
Time is probably your most valuable asset.  How do you 
spend your days? What does a good day in retirement 
look like to you- working, hobbies, socializing, time with 
your grandchild or pet, traveling, volunteering, being 
active in your church? 
 
Close behind time is staying healthy by maintaining your relationships, eating prudently, 
exercising,  getting enough rest, and “me time“ alone. 
 
Should your role in your  family household remain the same or change? 
 
How do you spend your retirement income besides for basic living expenses?  Does 
your discretionary spending match your goals, passions and pursuits? 
 
Within reason, you can do anything you want to do, but not everything you want to do.  
Learn to prioritize your activities to get the things accomplished that are most important 
to you! 
 
HAPPY RETIREMENT, and have a safe, enjoyable end of summer. 

 
* UBS Wealth Management Update- July 2017 

 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group   
First Thursday of the month, 1 —2 PM   
Second Thursday of the month, 6—7 PM   
At Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility,    
480 Woodlane Road, Westampton    
Contact: Deb Taylor—609-877-0555   
 
Check each Sunday Burlington County Times  “Community B Section” Calendar of 
Events and Library listings of activities for people of all ages.  There is something for 
every one! 
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Sunday School—Where We Are HOOT OWLs! 

Sunday School Begins Sunday, September 17 

10:30 – 11:30 

Where St. Paul’s Kids…HOOT ~ OWL 

 

 

 

 
 

Help Open Our Thoughts Our Wise Lord 

at St. Paul’s Sunday School! 

PreK - Kindergarten  +  Gr. 3 - 4 

Gr. 1 - 2   +   Gr. 5 - 6 

Grade 7 - 8 
 

Where the Bible, God, and Jesus Come to Life! 

Where the Holy Spirit inspires us! 
 

Questions? Bev Grazioli  beverly.j@outlook.com  856-234-2963 

Sunday School Teachers and Helpers Needed! 

Come HOOT for OWL in Sunday School!! 

NO Experience, necessary… It’s easier than you think, really! 

Contact Bev to share in the joy of Sunday School! 

5 

 

First Communion Classes: 

Sunday, September 24, 2:00 – 3:30 PM 

Wednesday, September 27, 6:30 -7:00 PM 

First Communion is the weekend of September 

30/October 1 

 

New Member Classes: 

Sunday, October 1, 2:00-4:00 PM 

Sunday, October 8, 2:00-4:00 PM  

Wednesday, October 11, 7:30 – 9:00 PM 

Sunday, October 15,  4:00-6:00 PM (dinner) 

Weekend of October 28 and 29—new members 
received at all services.  

 

         Sunday School: 

          Sunday, September 17, 10:30 AM 

 

         Book Club: 

          Thursday, September 21, 7:00 PM 
     

         Bible Studies: 

          Begin in September—Dates TBD 
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This is why we are encouraged to give to 
the church.  This is why we are encouraged 
to tithe, that is give at least 10% of what 
God has blessed us with to do God’s work.  
The reality is most people give much less 
than 4%.  Studies have shown that the 
Boomers, Gen X, and Millennials all give 
close to the same percentage to the church. 
Previous generations give/gave a higher 
percentage.  Congregations in 
impoverished city neighborhoods give a 
higher percentage than the average 
suburban middle or upper class person.  In 
the early church everyone contributed very 
generously, they shared what they had, 
gave what they had, shared the time they 
had, volunteered to help ministries, helped 
one another, shared their talents and did 
great work spreading God’s love and the 
gospel or Good News of Jesus.  It is no 
wonder the early church grew and grew, 
they lived and loved generously, freed by 
the truth that is Jesus Christ.  The world 
needs Jesus more than ever, so let’s give 
all we’ve got. 
 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
 

 
Save the Date! 

 

Sunday, September 10, 2017 
 

Community/Church  

Picnic Gathering 
 

Stay tuned for details! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

“We are called as children of God to reach 
out to those in need, whether they are in 
our church, community, nation, or world.” 
That was the opening line of our Social 
Ministry report for the church’s 2016 
Annual Report.  That is what social 
ministry is all about.  We are to reach out 
to those in need – right now, the need is 
right here at our beloved St. Paul’s. 

Our church is facing a financial crisis, so 
for a short time, we will be focusing our 
Social Ministry inward.  What does this 
mean?  We would like to plan special 
fundraising events to get our church “back 
in the black” by targeting specific needs – 
paying down the mortgage, reducing debt, 
paying outstanding bills. 

We are not alone.  Our neighbors at 
Christian Faith Assembly (right next door) 
recently held a “debt reduction” yard sale.  

By the time you read this, we hope to have 
some plans in place to meet these goals. 
Watch your FYI and E-Chimes for 
additional information. Do you have ideas?  
Please contact the church office – we’d 
love to hear them! 

Without our church, we will have no 
Social Ministry.  Let’s work together so we 
can continue to be “Blessed to Be a 
Blessing.” 
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The Little Tree 
Preschool News      
for August 

 

It is with deep regret that we 

update you on an important 

decision that was made at our recent board 

meeting regarding Little Tree Preschool.  

Due to declining enrollment over the past 

several months, Little Tree Preschool will 

be closed until further notice, effective July 

18, 2017.  Despite our best efforts to boost 

enrollment, we were unable to do so and 

will no longer be able to operate the 

preschool at this time as it is not 

financially viable.  The closure of the 

preschool will impact staffing associated 

with this ministry. 

We truly appreciate the staff’s outstanding 

commitment to providing a safe and 

nurturing environment for Little Tree 

Preschool students and are grateful to 

parental support we’ve received over the 

years. It was our pleasure to provide an 

enriching and fun environment to children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Food Collection 
 

In the summer months, many children who 
depend on the school breakfast and lunch 
programs are at risk of malnutrition when 
these programs are not available.  For 
many families, that means a struggle to 
feed their children healthy, filling meals. 

 

Here are some kid-friendly suggestions for 
the summer months: 

 

Hot/Cold Cereal 

Granola/Breakfast Bars 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Canned Pasta 

Microwavable Meals 

Raisins 

Applesauce/Fruit Cups 

Fruit Snacks 

Fruit Juice 

Shelf Stable/Canned/Powdered Milk 

 

As always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 
needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. 
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Celebrate Our Anniversary!!! 

 

Good things come to those who wait –  

well the wait is nearly over -  the St. Paul’s 150th  

Anniversary Celebration Dinner is almost here.   

 

Friday night, October 20, at Deerwood Country Club  

on Woodlane Road in Westampton.   

 

Cost is $35 for adults and $15 for children 12 & under.   

 

Tickets will be sold at all services beginning on  

September 2 and will continue until October 10. 

 

 Join us to celebrate our past,                                              

present and future! 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
Generosity has more to do 
with a person’s heart and 

values than how much is in their bank 
account. This month I want to share with 
you a Bible story that a lot of people aren’t 
familiar with, the story of Ananias and his 
wife Sapphira. The story is found in Acts 
5:1-11. 
 
"But a man named Ananias, with the 
consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property;  with his wife's knowledge, he 
kept back some of the proceeds, and 
brought only a part and laid it at the 
apostles' feet. "Ananias," Peter asked, "why 
has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds 
of the land?  While it remained unsold, did 
it not remain your own? And after it was 
sold, were not the proceeds at your 
disposal? How is it that you have contrived 
this deed in your heart? You did not lie to 
us but to God!"  Now when Ananias heard 
these words, he fell down and died. And 
great fear seized all who heard of it.  The 
young men came and wrapped up his body, 
then carried him out and buried him. 
 
 After an interval of about three hours his 
wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. Peter said to her, "Tell me 
whether you and your husband sold the 
land for such and such a price." And she 
said, "Yes, that was the price." Then Peter 
said to her, "How is it that you have agreed 
together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the 
test? Look, the feet of those who have 
buried your husband are at the door, and 

they will carry you out."  Immediately she 
fell down at his feet and died. When the 
young men came in they found her dead, so 
they carried her out and buried her beside 
her husband.  And great fear seized the 
whole church and all who heard of these 
things." 
 
Anyone else envision that played out like a 
scene in an action movie?  You insult Peter 
by being dishonest about your giving and 
wham, you’re dead!  Scary.  I read a 
stewardship article back in 2009 about 
Extravagant Generosity that says when we 
withhold what we are at liberty to give part 
of us dies. As Christians, every money 
decision we make should be a spiritual and 
Christ centered one.  Did you ever think 
that paying your electric or heating bill was 
a Christ centered decision?  By keeping 
your home warm and the lights on, you are 
caring for those with whom you live, and 
you are being a good steward of yourself.  
 
Martin Luther once said that a person must 
go through three conversions: conversion of 
mind, conversion of heart, and conversion 
of purse.   The conversion of the purse is 
often the difficult one.  Our motto here is 
blessed to be a blessing.  We can’t have 
money rule our lives, our spiritual life 
should rule our lives. Money is something 
we can possess without being possessed by 
it.  Money is like a king or a god, it can 
quickly rule over and consume our lives.  
Money entices, gives power, gives freedom, 
gives a sense security (at least temporarily 
while we live on this earth). When we let 
go of money, we let go part of our security.   
 

Continued Next Page 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ, 
 August is a month 

when many New Jersey residents 
leave their homes for extended periods of 
time. It’s called “vacation”. Many of those 
departing for vacation don’t go very far, 
ending up at the Jersey Shore. 
 To stand on the beach and watch the 
action of the waves can be fascinating. You 
watch the waves come in; you watch the 
waves go out. Constantly. Minute after 
minute. And yet – it’s not the same water 
every time. It’s not the same sea foam 
every time. Not even the same sea shells 
wash to shore every time. But the action is 
the same, wave after wave: the waves come 
in, the waves go out. 
 As I have been writing and reading 
the history pages of the Chimes on behalf 
of the Sesquicentennial Planning Team, I 
am reminded of the sea. Ministry happens 
year after year, for 150 years. Different 
people; different leaders; different 
buildings. But the ministry – celebrating 
and proclaiming Christ crucified, raised and 
living, remains the same year after year. 
 Now, if I continue with the ocean 
analogy, waves can also be destructive. A 
nor’easter, churning up the waters, can do 
major damage to the dunes and produce 
flooding in low lying areas. Sometimes, no 
matter how well a home owner prepares for 
the water, the destructive forces are greater 
than the preparation. 
 That’s part of our history, too. The 
country’s financial situation in 1929 and 
the years following had an impact on our 
ability to do and sustain ministry. People 
struggled but many in this congregation 
banded together to help the church survive.  
 

In the 1980s, there was a major rift in the 
congregation over whether to build a new 
sanctuary or upgrade the one we were 
using. The decision was made to create a 
new worship space, and redefine the 
sanctuary for use as a Parish Hall. Not 
everyone agreed with that decision, 
especially because it gave us a mortgage 
once again, but we built and it opened up 
possibilities for new directions in worship 
and mission. 
 All of that peaked in 2006. Since 
that year, we have been experiencing a 
decline in our attendance and in our giving, 
although, up to this year, our giving was 
still supporting our expenses. In spite of 
cutting expenses where we can, we are not 
able to close a financial gap that has 
widened. 
 It’s not like the destruction of a 
sand dune, where bulldozers are brought in 
to move sand around. It’s not like the 
destruction of a house where a new house 
can be built in its place. We will have to 
make cuts where there is no replacement 
part on hand. Sometimes, the 
destructiveness of the ocean convinces a 
homeowner to relocate away from the 
ocean. Sometimes the destructiveness of a 
financial downturn can cause a 
congregation to forego valuable ministries 
in an on-going attempt to keep the bills 
paid. 
 If you are sitting on a beach reading 
this, please think about the waves of change 
that are affecting St. Paul’s. Perhaps we 
need to be more like the disciples who, in 
their fear, called upon Jesus to still the 
ferocious waters. And he did. 
     
  In peace,  
  Pastor David Jost 
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A21 Walk for Freedom 

 

  Who is Walking? Everyone in our community who would like to join A21 

  in it’s crusade to abolish human trafficking, the fastest-growing criminal 

industry in the world. 

 

What is Happening?  In communities around the world, A21, an international nonprofit 

organization dedicated to abolishing injustice in the 21st Century, will be hosting their 

annual Walk for Freedom on October 14, 2017, to gain support for it’s crusade to 

abolish human trafficking world-wide. Last year there were over 300 walks around the 

world in 40 different countries. Our walk here in South Jersey accounted for $4700. 
 

Where and When?  Marchers for our walk in South Jersey will gather at the First 

Baptist Church located at 1341 Woodlane Road, Eastampton at 8:30 am, Saturday, 

October 14, 2017 and will walk approximately 2-3 miles over a period of about 1.5 

hours.  If you would like to send a donation to get the walk underway, you can make a 

check payable to “In His Image Justice Coalition” and mail to: IHIJC, PO Box 424, Mt. 

Holly, NJ 08060. (These donations are not tax deductible.) 
 

Why? What’s it All About?  We want to continue in sharing the recovery of human 

trafficking victims around the world.  Your help will contribute to the recovery of victims 

like May, an 18-month-old little girl who was recently saved. It didn’t take long for 

doctors to realize she was a victim of human trafficking.  There were signs of abuse, 

multiple broken bones and burns to her face; May was in a coma.  After she was 

treated, and her little body began to recover, A21 was able to assist her and repatriate 

her to her home country. Today A21 is asking us to partner with the two governments to 

help her. Please give to the victims and survivors like May.  When we do, we make a 

difference for all who need to be rescued and have their freedom and hope restored. 
 

Please pray for May and others like her, and please give of your time to walk with us on 

October 14.  To donate directly to A21 to help with their global efforts, you can make a 

check payable to “A21” and send it to: A21 Campaign, 1940 Harbor Boulevard #831, 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627. (These donation are tax deductible). 

 

To sign up to walk, visit A21.org/eastampton. 
 

Dave Pagenkopf, Walk for Freedom Team Member 
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Dear Wandering Astronauts (I call you that in 
case you are “Lost in Space”), 
 If you are old enough to remember the 
1950s, you remember that every television 
show (that was not a Western) was a show 
about a family. Usually, the family was a mom, 
dad and two or three children. Occasionally, 
there would be show like “Bachelor Father”, 
featuring a single parent. But not often.  
 The next decade took us into the realm 
of fantasy, with shows like “Batman”, 
“The Outer Limits” and “Gilligan’s 
Island” at the top of the ratings. 
Families were bizarre – “Bewitched”, 
featuring a witch married to an 
advertising employee; “The Addams 
Family” and “The Munsters”, two 
ghoulish families; “My Favorite 
Martian”, which explains itself. By 
the 1970s, families began to take on 
all shapes and sizes. 
 In the 1980s, families began to give 
way to places where people gathered in familial 
comfort. “Cheers” was a place to go where 
“everybody knows your name”. “The A Team” 
was a group of four veterans who bonded as 
family. “Dallas” and “Dynasty” were shows 
about families, but not necessarily family 
shows. Both reflected the greed of that decade. 
 By the 1990s, “Friends” was the 
number one show. Now, instead of family or 
even bar mates being your lifeline to sanity, it 
would be a small core of trusted friends. It was 
about the same time that the phrase “small 
group ministries” began to be heard in churches 
across the land. 
 My point is this – television tends to 
reflect the society of its times. Even shows of 
today that feature a family make sure that we 
know that the dad is a dunderhead, or that the 
children are all smarter than the parents, or 
feature a mom who is more of a bimbo than a  
mother. As we watch these shows, we begin to 
absorb some of the subliminal messages they 
offer. This is not good. 

  
I have heard people lament current TV  
shows with the phrase “Why can’t we return to 
the good old days of television – you know, the 
1950s?” While shows like “Your Show of 
Shows”, “The Ed Sullivan Show” and “The 
Kraft Music Hall” were good diversions from 
the stresses of everyday life (who really wanted 
to think about the Cold War?), many other 
shows showed African Americans as slaves, 
maids and butlers. Women were never paid as 

much as male actors on most shows. 
Ralph Kramden was always 
threatening to punch his wife Alice 
“straight to the moon.” The rest of 
American life was depicted in a 
suburban-utopian sort of way, 
ignoring the rising tensions within our 
cities. Workplaces were always seen 
as places of happiness and 
contentment.  

 Even some churches want to return to 
the good old days. Evangelism methods that 
worked in the 1950s don’t work so well 
anymore, and fifty-year-old stewardship 
approaches fall on deaf ears. But some 
congregations realize that the good old days are 
today! God has provided a different set of 
resources for the Church to continue its 
mission. Seminaries are starting to realize that 
the old approach of training pastors to be “lone 
rangers” to serve in small, rural parishes is no 
longer a good training model to follow. 
Fortunately, some churches have begun looking 
to the future and have begun to carve out a new 
pathway to help people get to that God-
ordained future. 
 I know you Lutherans are looking back 
at the first 500 years with a sense of pride. I 
hope you can look ahead to the next 500 years 
with as much hope and pride. Because you 
Lutherans speak so much about grace, you may 
be the world’s best lifeline to that future. 
     
 Your faithful correspondent, 
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 

  

 

 

 

 

48 Hours of Generosity 

 

“48 Hours of Generosity” is a time of coaching, consultation and teaching that is 
dedicated to congregations in our Mission District. What this means to St. Paul’s 
is that Rev. Scott Schantzenbach, Assistant to the Bishop – Stewardship 
Advocate, will be present with us on Tuesday evening, August 22, at 7:30 PM. 
You’ll want to put this on your calendar! 

This special opportunity intends to avoid “cookie cutter” approaches to 
stewardship and financial concerns and understand that every congregation is 
unique and at a distinctive time and place in its growth and development. The 
core value of generosity and a strong faith base undergird our work together. 
Please save the date, bring your enthusiasm and take a look at Stewardship – 
Renewing Hope, Strengthening Congregations, Exploring Ministry Pathways in 
a Changing World!” 

 

 

 THE CHIMES - August 2017 
 

Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Corner   Page 2 

Pastor Esposito   Page 3 

Social Ministry   Page 4 

Mark Your Calendar  Page 5 

Senior Snippets   Page 6 

Thank You Notes  Page 7 

Music Matters   Page 7 

Youth Group   Page 9 

Calendar   Page 10 

History of St. Paul’s  Page 12 

VBS    Page 14 

Sunday School   Page 16 

Little Tree Preschool  Page 17 

Anniversary Dinner  Page 18 

Walk for Freedom  Page 19 

Omega Page   Page 20 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 


