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Dear Lumps of Coal (I call you that because 
you are diamonds in the rough), 
  
 Former Philadelphia Phillie Jimmy 
Piersall died recently and one of his claims to 
fame was that, in 1963, he hit a home run, then 
ran around the bases backwards! Some people 
thought it was meant as a stunt; others through 
he was trying to draw attention away from his 
batting average. Later on, he revealed 
that he spent his life dealing with the 
demons of mental illness, so this base-
running exhibition may have been 
nothing more than a moment of 
lapsed judgment on his part. 
 But it did get him notice! 
When you consider that over fifty 
years later, it was still noteworthy 
enough to include in his death notice, that says 
something about the durability of his action. 

But let me pause here to remember to 
whom I am writing. (Did you see what I did 
there? I didn’t use a preposition to end the 
sentence with!) I am writing to a group of 
people who remember and still tell stories from 
2,000 years ago. I have even heard you read 
stories from 4,000 years ago! Holy Moses! 
That was a long time ago. But you consider it 
important to tell and retell those stories, to 
yourselves, to your children and to your 
children’s children. That’s why your 
congregation places such an emphasis on 
Sunday School ministry and Vacation Bible 
School. 

At a recent worship service, the first 
lesson read was the creation story from Genesis 
1. (Remember, there is another creation story in 
Genesis 2.) After the service, someone 
approached your pastor and said “That was 
good to hear that story in its entirety!” A lot of 
times, we only hear part of a story and forget 
that there is more to the Biblical narrative. That 
would be like hitting a single, and celebrating 
as if you hit a home run - it’s not quite the same 
in the realm of completeness. For the lectors on  

                                           
that Trinity weekend, the Genesis story, though 
long, was a lot easier than going through the 
laundry list of cities that is part of the Pentecost 
reading the week before! But is was good to 
hear the story from the beginning all the way 
through to the seventh day. 

There is a durability to our Bible 
stories. Some of them could be deemed out-
dated: stories about slavery and the treatment of 

women, both of which were 
acceptable in Old Testament times, 
and even into Jesus’ lifetime, but have 
receded from our present experiences. 
But most of the stories still hit the 
mark with us. Stories of love and 
respect, stories of stewardship, stories 
of ethical behaviors. These are still 
stories that resonate with us today. 

But not everybody pays attention to the 
stories anymore. We see fewer and fewer 
people attending worship services in many of 
the churches in our area. Like a ballplayer 
running the bases backwards, some pastors 
have tried attention-getting techniques to get 
people to pay attention to the important Biblical 
narrative. But for many people, the Biblical 
story has no relevance in their life. Like 
baseball itself, church worship is not the draw 
that it used to be. 

We continue to tell the story, and we 
continue to invite others to come and listen to 
the story. Like the disciples of old, we continue 
to say “Come and see!” with the hope that the 
story will grab them as it has grabbed us. 
Unfortunately, we cannot serve hot dogs and 
beer, but we can feed the hungry in many other 
ways! 

 
Your faithful correspondent, 
Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ, 

 

        The month of July marks the 
241st time we have observed the Fourth of 
July as Americans. (If you count 1776 as 
the starting point. If you count 1789 as our 
starting point, the number is different.) For 
many people, it means celebrating the 
freedoms we have guaranteed to us by our 
Constitution. Some people even take time 
to re-read the Declaration of Independence, 
to remind them of what we fought for in the 
American Revolution and what so many 
have died to defend in the years since. 
    
     The Declaration strove to list the 
grievances we had with King George and 
sought to free ourselves from his tyrannical 
reign. It was a document about “freedom 
from”. Once the Constitution was crafted 
thirteen years later, we had a document that 
spelled out what we were “free for”, or 
“free to do”. 
   
      Our Christian faith balances those two 
polarities as well. In the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, we are freed from the 
punishment of our sin. But that does not 
mean that we are free to sin without 
stopping! We are free to express our 
common love and respect for one another, a 
love and respect rooted in Christ. We are 
not free to abuse that love in the 
mistreatment of others in the name of 
Christ or any other deity. 
     
    Our Christian life is like a scale that tips 
back and forth, in good times and bad. We 
are freed from sin, yet we, as humans, are 
captive to sin. We are saints, thanks to the 
sacrifice of Jesus, but we are also sinners, 

thanks to the disobedience of Eve and 
Adam. We are generous and giving to 
others, but also concerned for our own 
welfare and portfolios. 
      
   I cherish my freedoms, both those as a 
citizen of the United States, as well as the 
freedoms I enjoy as a baptized Child of 
God. I always have to keep those two in 
balance. In our government, we call that 
“checks and balances”. In the Church, we 
call it “confession and absolution”. We 
start our worship services by admitting that 
we have fallen short of the goals placed 
before us by God. Then, we hear the words 
of absolution. Thus freed and cleansed 
from the punishment of our sins, we enter 
into joy-filled worship and praise!     
 

    My prayer for you throughout this month 
of remembering our freedoms is that you 
cherish those freedoms and become better 
stewards of those freedoms. Do not take 
advantage of God’s good grace. Remember 
to gather in God’s house, whether you are 
close to St. Paul’s, or away on vacation, or 
simply on a day trip to the shore. It is one 
way in which you and I are free to express 
our love for God and appreciation for all 
that God has done in our lives. 
 

In peace, 
Pastor David Jost 
  

Pastoral Acts for June 
 

Baptisms:  Alexander James Snee 
 
Funerals:  Mary Edwards 
 
Weddings:  none 
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Marie Simon Kaelin, Natalie, Kurt and Karl Houwen, Elaine Johnson Jardine and 
Christopher Jardine trace their family roots to St. Paul’s charter member Anna Mary 
Treusch—Marie’s grandmother. Anna Mary was a teenager when the church started, 
and her parents were Eva and George Treusch.  Anna Mary married Fred Endress and 
their daughter, Ida, married Charles Simon, Sr., whose mother was Louise Yoos 
(another Louise Yoos, not Walt Hullings’ mother). This family has been members of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church for six generations. 
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The Signature Quilt—Family Roots in St. Paul’s 
 
The Anniversary Committee wants to thank all those who participated in identifying 
family member names on the 1938 Signature Quilt.  We wish to share just a bit of the 
family roots exposed. There are ten current members whose names were on the 
Signature Quilt.  They include: 
 
Irvin Adams     Edna Yoos King 
Jane Nack Challendar    Elizabeth Yoos Polidora 
Walter Hullings Jr.    Miriam Yoos Prickett 
John Johnson     Arthur Yoos 
Marie Simon Kaelin    Harold Yoos 
 
Walt Hullings, Jr. (his mother was Louise Yoos), Marie Simon Kaelin, Edna Yoos 
King, Elizabeth Yoos Polidora, Miriam Yoos Prickett, Arthur Yoos and Harold Yoos 
are all cousins of varying degrees.  Jane Nack Challendar and Marie Simon Kaelin are 
cousins through the Gsells—Jane’s mother was a Gsell.  The Gsells were also charter 
members of St. Paul’s.  Jane Nack Challendar is also a cousin to all the Yoos cousins 
via the Nack side of the family through Caroline Yoos Nack. 
 
Current members of St. Paul’s who have family listed on the Signature Quilt: 
 
Joyce Prickett Alexander   Travis McHugh 
Mackenzie Alexander    Nancy Prickett 
Jacquie Alexander    Phillip Prickett 
Leslie Yoos Augustino   Tracy Ritter Puchino 
Susan Carpenter    Jared Puchino 
Donna Hullings DeCillis   Nathan Puchino 
Darcie Hullings Dyson   Carol Gray Ritter 
Glenn Heppard    Rob Ritter 
Natalie Kaelin Houwen   Timothy Ritter 
Kurt Houwen     Ryan Ritter 
Karl Houwen     Todd Ritter 
Elaine Johnson Jardine   Jesse Ritter 
Christopher Jardine    Reilly Ritter 
Lauren Nicole Uetz McHugh   Lois Uetz 
Casey McHugh    Roberta Yoos 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
It’s hard to believe it is July! 
Several times I have used the 

summer months to write articles on Luther’s 
Small Catechism. This summer, I’d like to talk 
about church and our mission. Many are no 
doubt familiar with the Great Commission in 
the Gospel of Matthew where Jesus tells us to 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-
20). 
 

I read an article a long while back that talked 
about the Great Commission not calling 
churches to act like the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, professional sports teams, and one 
other thing I am not able to remember. It struck 
me as odd that someone would even think about 
church as a DMV or sports team. But 
sometimes congregations compete with one 
another. Sometimes we look at other 
congregations in the area like the one that did a 
major building campaign and feel they are 
competition. The grass is not always greener on 
the other side and they too, I hear, are having 
financial difficulties. Congregations aren’t 
trying to lure people from another congregation 
to theirs. 
 

A Great Commission Church wants God’s 
kingdom to expand beyond the walls of church 
buildings. It is interested in going outside itself 
to share God’s love with everyone. It isn’t 
focused solely on itself, its’ own health, but is 
outward focused wanting the Good News of 
Jesus to spread everywhere in the world.  
A Great Commission Church works to align it’s 
spending plan with Great Commission 
priorities. Money is used for missional 

ministries both in its location and near and far. 
Members and leaders are excited about this 
gospel centered, mission focused church. There 
is a culture of discipleship among its members 
and every member owns responsibility for 
helping people grow in faith. Everyone helps 
each other follow Jesus. Older members help 
younger members to grow in faith. One 
example I remember reading is those teaching 
classes recruit and train another teacher then 
once that teacher is settled goes on and starts a 
new class. 
 

The Great Commission commands us to GO. 
That calls us out of our comfort zones. It calls 
us to step up and give of ourselves and do 
things. A Great Commission Church should 
make people uncomfortable because it is about 
giving our lives to follow Jesus. It involves not 
only going out and inviting others to church to 
hear the gospel proclaimed in sermons, songs, 
sacraments and prayers. It involves bearing 
Christ in all we do out in the world. It calls us 
out of our comfort zones to share our faith 
stories and journeys. It calls us to take risks, it 
calls us out of our own inward navel gazing, it 
calls us to realize that we cannot always have 
our own way, it calls us to look and act outside 
of ourselves and to go, be, and do church. It 
calls us to not be judgmental and to work 
together to disciple each other, to share God’s 
love with each other and the world. It calls us to 
be truly committed and to be all in for the 
mission of the church. Jesus calls all of us onto 
the field. The church cannot have any bench 
warmers, everyone is on the field contributing. 
 

This summer you are still needed to be a team 
player, we still need money to carry out the 
ministries of this congregation, we still need 
volunteers to make ministry happen, we still 
need the wonderful skills and talents God has 
given you. God didn’t create you to be nominal, 
he created you to be phenomenal. Are you in? 
 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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Thank You!! 

A big thank you to everyone who made 
donations to the Operation Yellow Ribbon 
and the Crossroads Capable Adolescent 
Mothers collections! 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated by 
our troops, their families and the young 
moms who will be helped out by them! 

Special thanks to Joan Dunlevy for 
chairing the baby bottle drive.  We raised 
$1089! 

Have a safe and wonderful summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can  

You Help? 
 

The Simply Giving insert in the weekly 
FYI is in response to our Congregation/
Council Conversation on June 
11.  Suggestions were made for everyone 
to make an immediate commitment to give 
$10 per week automatically to help with 
the “summer slump” and to help pay our 
bills, which never go on vacation. An 
automatic commitment insures our 
offerings are in church even when we are 
not. Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Another suggestion made for immediate 
contributions to our expenses was to make 
a “special” contribution to a specific aspect 
of our budget. One item mentioned was 
contributing to reducing our mortgage, 
with the hope of paying it off. To do this, 
you may use a pew or other envelope to 
make a special offering, indicate on the 
envelope/check for Mortgage Reduction 
and the money will go to that account. 
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July Card Shower 
 

 

Joy Lynch 
Box 265 

Hainesport, NJ 08036 
 

Our thoughts are with Joy for the continued healing of her eye. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Corinne Applegate who 
represents St. Paul’s at the Lutheran Home in 
Moorestown (aka Lutheran Crossings). For 
quite a few years, Corinne has helped at the 
home with some of the social activities for the 
residents. 

Her volunteer time there goes unnoticed, but 
we do thank you, Corinne, for your part in 
“God’s Work, Our Hands”. You are a blessing! 

Thank you, thank you!! 

Midy Mangiante 

 

To the Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 

We are most grateful for all the formula, 
diapers, blankets, toys and many other 
beautiful baby items brought to our Pregnancy 
Center for many years by Elsa Mollo-Snow 
and others. 

Your generosity is very much appreciated. 

With all our love and prayers, 

1st Way of Burlington County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanking everyone who sent me good wishes 
for Codi and my bout with food poisoning, 
ESPECIALLY Pastor Jost’s message.  Bob and 
I are still laughing. 

Just love my St. Paul’s family, 

Lydia Cross 

 

Thank you very much for all your coupons and 
a large bag of quilts. 

We would also like to express our appreciation 
to Mrs. William Lynch and the Social Club c/o 
Elsa Mollo-Snow for the knitted baby blankets. 
They are beautiful.   

We are very grateful for your support of our 
Pregnancy Center. 

Sincerely yours, 

1st Way of Burlington County 
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It’s For You! 

“How could Sunday School be for me?” you ask. 

You might exclaim, “What!  I did that years ago.  It is someone else’s turn!” 

You shared, “My child cried on the third time I took him.  Not worth it!” 

Sunday School can’t exist without these things: 

The Holy Spirit’s active presence 

Jesus’ gentle nature who taught us about forgiving, loving others as much as ourselves and 
remembering the scriptures before him. 

The massive Grace of God 

Leaders and Helpers 

Our young people  

It is alleged that Martin Luther said (although scholars debate it), “Even if I knew that tomorrow 
the world would go to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree.”  Whether Martin Luther said this 
or not, it poses a valid point. 

We don’t know what the future will bring.  In our culture, grandparents and parents hope for their 
children to remain loving, respectful and loyal to each other and to their traditions.  In essence, love 
their homes.  This is where parents hope their children will have strong roots – to be firmly 
grounded, and as their children get older, they will point their GPS homeward. 

As much as families desire their children to have roots, they also wish for their children to grow 
into unique individuals – following their dreams and becoming more successful than the generation 
that came before them.  This is where the apple tree stretches its branches, develops a sturdy trunk, 
and shares its fruit with the world.  (The grocery store had apples from New Zealand recently…) 

At St. Paul’s, we need to plant our apple trees today!  Children will grow to be consistent disciples 
who attend (and live) church regularly as adults if we are intentionally helping our kids to love 
God; sharing that Jesus is our friend; and helping them to get to know the Holy Spirit and looking 
to the Holy Spirit for guidance.  Bring your child to Sunday School. 

Our children need a time and place to hear about God’s love in their language.  They need to dive 
into the Bible in a setting where they can ask questions.  They need to touch and feel and see that 
God is good.  Sunday School at St. Paul’s is that place!  It will not happen for only one week in the 
summer.  It will not happen on just Christmas and/or Easter.  It is the continual message of the 
Holy Spirit that works along with God’s grace. 

I am always in awe of Team Sunday School for their dedication!  You really need to join our team 
– Yes, YOU!  Help plant apple trees after summer! 

At St. Paul’s, “Every day, we Remember Our Almighty Rock!  ROAR!” 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 

 

Sunday School—Help Plant Apple Trees!  
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Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent 
way to help our church year round. 

 

 

 

Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will 

no longer need to write out checks and prepare envelopes every week. Even 

when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, 

your electronic contributions will continue to be received on an uninterrupted 

basis. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Get started today! Pick up an authorization form in the narthex (lobby) or visit 

our church website – www.stpaulsh.org – and click on “Online Giving”. 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
YOU AND CLINCIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 
If you have a specific medical condition and are in good 
health, you can play a role in developing medicines of 
tomorrow. Subjects who qualify for a particular study in 
the areas listed below could receive compensation for 
time and travel.  Transportation is available. 
 
Addiction      ADHD      Alzheimer’s      Bipolar    
Depression      Diabetes      Healthy Adults      Lower Back Pain 
Parkinson’s      Pediatric & Adult Schizophrenia  
 
To learn more, visit volunteers.prahs.com or call 844-772-7465.  Prahealth Sciences, 
401 Route 73 North, 30 Lake Center Executive Park, Ste. 100, Marlton, NJ 08053. 
 
Sen Han Transit Burlington County  Alzheimer’s Adult Day 
Seniors—Disabled—Veterans   Service Centers 
For transportation services brochure    www.seniorcarectrs.com 
Call 877-603-5111 or 222.sucs.org   Senior Care of Delran 
       8008 Route 130 N, Bldg B, Ste. 300 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group  Delran, NJ 
First Thursday of the month, 1 —2 PM  856-461-1700 
Second Thursday of the month, 6—7 PM  Senior Care of Marlton 
At Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility,   The Offices at South Crossing 
480 Woodlane Road, Westampton   556A Lippincott Drive, Bldg B 
Contact: Deb Taylor—609-877-0555   Marlton, NJ 
       856-988-3250 
 
TIP OF THE MONTH 
Medications are linked to falls. Medication management by your primary doctor, a 
registered nurse and your pharmacist can help reduce side effects and interactions. 
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Youth News 

Our youth sessions 
have drawn to a 
close.  The Senior 
Youth had a fun-filled 
year playing games, 
starting to plan for the 
2018 Youth Gathering 

in Houston, helping with activities 
around church like the senior meals, 
pancake supper, VBS, wrapping at 
Christmas, book and yard sale,  etc., 
and going bowling.  A heartfelt thanks 
to Karen Platt and Erick Soles for 
organizing all the youth activities.   

 
The Catechism classes have also 

ended for this school year.  We had six 
students confirmed on Pentecost 
Sunday.  These students also had a busy 
year attending youth retreats, singing 
Thanksgiving carols at Care One 
Harmony Village, hosting local youth at 
the Refcon Dinner, and visiting 
different places in the area to enhance 
their lessons.  Thanks so much to 
Pastors Jost and Esposito for leading 
these students on their religious 
journey. 

 
Thank you to all the parishioners who 
supported the youth this year. It is truly 
appreciated! 

July Food Collection 
 

In the summer months, many children who 
depend on the school breakfast and lunch 
programs  are at risk of malnutrition when 
these programs are not available.  For many 
families, that means a struggle to feed their 
children healthy, filling meals. 

 
Here are some kid-friendly suggestions for 
the summer months: 
 

Hot/Cold Cereal 

Granola/Breakfast Bars 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Canned Pasta 

Microwavable Meals 

Raisins 

Applesauce/Fruit Cups 

Fruit Snacks 

Fruit Juice 

Shelf Stable/Canned/Powdered Milk 

 

As always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 
needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. 

 

 



14 

The Little Tree 
Preschool News      
for July 

 

Our 18th preschool-year has 
come to an end! The 

graduation ceremony for our 15 students 
who are moving on to Kindergarten was a 
success.  We celebrated with an art display, 
cake and refreshments in the Parish Hall.   

Our preschool offers a traditional Monday 
through Friday program specifically 
designed for children ages 2-1/2 – 6. We 
also offer an optional one-hour lunch, plus 
an afternoon Enrichment program (art, 
music & movement) for children ages 3-6.   

We are now accepting enrollment for the 
Fall 2017-2018 school year.  Brochures are 
available in the Narthex.  Check us out!   

Our registration form and program 
schedule is listed on our website—
www.thelittletreepreschool.org.        

 

 

 

 

 

We are grateful to our preschool and 
church families and friends for their 
support.   

Join us at our next fundraiser: Monday, 
July 17 at Iron Hill Brewery in Maple 
Shade. The more, the merrier! Bring your 
coupon.  Iron Hill will match up to $250. 
(See coupon below) 

For preschool enrollment information, 
please call Catherine Gillespie at 267-1443, 
or email: 
thelittletreepreschool@stpaulsh.org 
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Music Matters  

July 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

“I do all things…” 

 I live in Medford NJ, which is only 
ten miles away from Hainesport, but it’s 
many more miles than that in church and 
community life. There are many churches in 
Medford, and actually, Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church is closer to me than St. Paul’s. So it’s 
not that easy for me to invite a neighbor to 
church, because they will pass many closer 
churches along the way. 

 So I have found other ways to share 
St. Paul’s with the community, mostly, not 
surprisingly, through our music ministries. 

 I’m on faculty at the NJ School of 
Music in Medford. It wasn’t hard to convince 
the owner of the school, Renee Sutin, that our 
church would be a great place for recitals. So 
in the spring and fall, the school recitals are 
held at times that are convenient to the 
church, and the school makes a donation to 
compensate for the use. Now we have 
thousands of families who have been exposed 
to our church over the years, and we have 
heard many compliments from students and 
their parents about how beautiful the 
sanctuary is and how nice recitals are there.  

 I truly believe that someone looking 
for a church in our area asked these people, 
they would recommend St. Paul’s. In fact, 
Louise and Doug Hikade first visited St. 
Paul’s through one of these recitals. 

 John Moceri was invited to church by 
a nice lady named Cory, who played bass for 
us a couple months when we first started the 
9:30 service. Cory lived especially far away 

and couldn’t make a long time commitment, 
but I asked John to play drums for us. Many 
churches require someone to be a member 
before they will allow them to be too 
involved in a ministry, but at St. Paul’s we 
believe in serving the greater community of 
people and not just our members. Soon John 
was playing on our softball team, too.  After 
about a year of service, I asked John to join 
the church, which he happily did. 

 We have many members of our 
choirs and bands who are involved in the 
music ministry but don’t belong to St. Paul’s. 
Yet I have a strong feeling that if someone 
asked these folks about a good church in the 
area, they would recommend us.  

 So I want to encourage you to invite 
your friends and family to church, or simply 
to any of the ministries we offer here. You 
never know where it might lead. 

  Mostly I encourage you to invite 
people for the sake of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and his ministry in our lives. Even in 
summer we can invite people. Plan a day 
around it, invite people to a picnic or an 
outing afterwards. Pastor Laura’s sermon on 
June 18 emphasized the fact that many 
people aren’t exposed to church they way 
they used to be. We meet many people 
throughout the day that seem unhappy, lost or 
empty. They have no idea about the gospel 
until we shed some light on what it means to 
be a group of people coming together to 
serve God and God’s people. Even through 
music! As St. Paul said, “I do all these things 
for the sake of the gospel, that I might share 
in it’s blessings.” 
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Bosnia International  
Servant Trip 
 
When the had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes 
Lord, I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 
lambs.’ - John 21 
 
The New Jersey Synod began its ministry to 
Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2000, just a few years 
after the country and region went through a 
terrible war. The synod’s Bosnia International 
Servant Trip (IST) became an annual event  
that worked to bring healing, hope and peace 
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, and together explore 
issues of reconciliation, forgiveness and new 
life. 
 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church began its 
involvement the next year, 2001, and has been 
an active partner in this ministry ever since. 
 
Over the years, the Bosnia IST has held over 
170 Friendship Camps for children in schools, 
orphanages and community centers around the 
country. At these camps, the children engage 
in therapeutic music and art activities, learn 
peacemaking and community-building skills 
through drama and group challenge games. 
Over 26,000 young people and teachers have 
participated in these Friendship Camps since 
2000! 
 
The Bosnia IST Home Team has made hand-
sewn gifts and decorated tote bags for the 
children, donated sports equipment for the 
schools, offered prayer support and provided 
critically needed financial assistance. 
Countless members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church have faithfully given of their time and 
talents for the children served by this ministry. 
St. Paul’s reJOYce Christian School has also 
been actively involved  in the Home Team, 
particularly donating a lot of sports equipment 

for the schools.  All of these Home Team 
efforts have become tangible signs of God’s 
love shared between our congregation and 
thousands of children in a country still 
struggling to rebuild. 
 
Travel Team members are the hands and feet 
of the ministry during the trip. They lead the 
camp programs. They visit sites and cities 
around the country. The work with, live with, 
eat and drink with, walk, ride, swim, play, 
pray, sing and dance with the beautiful people 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina!  St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church has also been very active on the Travel 
Team, sending 26 members on the Bosnia IST 
over the years—teens, college students and 
adults. Here is the list of our Travel Team 
members with the year(s) they served: 
 

Leslie Augustino 2001 
Joe Biringer  2007 
Pat Delaney  2001—2002 
Beth Eilers  2001 
Rev. Laura Esposito 2012 
Brittany Evans  2012 
Meghan Greve  2010-2011 
Beth Haltmeier  2010-2012 
Melissa Headrick 2001 
Cindy Henry  2009-2011; 2013-2017 
Jacob Henry  2017 
Rick Henry  2010 
Alexa Hibbert  2010 
Carrie Izzo  2010; 2012 
Laura Janssen  2007; 2008 
Stephanie Janssen 2001; 2005 
Bob Jost  2004-2005 
Rev. David Jost  2004 
Kari Jost  2001; 2003-2004 
Sandra Jost  2003-2004 
Jason Reed  2000-2017 
Chris Reustle  2008 
Bob Ritter  2001-2002 
Carol Ritter  2001-2002 
Shelly Satran  2001-2002 
Marge Swartz  2007-2008 
Viennesia Yoos  2001 
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A Daily Prayer 
by Catherine Crockett 

 

Dear Lord, I come before you 

On this brand new day 

I ask for your mercy 

As I kneel and pray 

 

I come to thank you for your blessings 

You have on me bestowed 

And your unlimited grace 

You daily unfold 

 

I thank you for family 

Friend and even foe 

You have given me 

To share here below 

 

I implore your forgiveness 

For all the wrongs I have done 

And the souls I have bruised 

Please pardon and make us one 

 

I ask that you remember 

Those who are ill and in distress 

And help me, your servant 

To minister to them nonetheless 

 

Last but not least, please give me love 

That  radiates from you 

As I strive to please 

In all I say and do. 

 

AMEN 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Twelve of Fifteen) 

 
In each issue of The Chimes, the 

Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

 

1980 - 1990 

 After the departure of assistant 
pastor Ed Fernandez, Pastor David Jones 
became our third assistant pastor in 1981. 
After serving with us four years, he left to 
become the mission developer for Lord of 
Life Lutheran Church in Tabernacle. 
Instead of calling another assistant pastor, 
it was decided to call an associate in 
ministry, so, in 1985, the call was extended 
to Kathy Knodt to be our Parish Assistant. 

 
With Kathy at the helm of our 

youth ministries, we became active in the 
ELCA’s (back then, the LCA’s) national 
youth gatherings, as well as gatherings 
within our own Synod. 

 
Under the leadership of Pastor 

Mangiante, the congregation continued to 
grow, both in numbers and in generosity. It 
was becoming apparent that the sanctuary, 
built in 1953, was becoming too small to 
accommodate the growing numbers of 

worshippers. In 1985, a Building 
Committee was organized to begin 
planning for church expansion. 

  
During the decade, the 

congregation got involved in the Bethel 
Bible series, engaging several members in 
in-depth Bible study. Upon completion of 
the course, many of the participants went 
on become leaders in our adult educational 
ministries. 
 
 In 1986, the Handbell Choir began, 
a ministry that continues to this day. 
Finally, in September 1989, ground was 
broken for the new church sanctuary. 

9 

Note that well over half of them went on the 
trip more than one year!  Many of them have 
served in leadership roles as Chaplain, Activity 
Group Leaders and as Team Leaders. Their 
faithful service as they represented our 
congregation and synod has made a big impact 
on countless lives in Bosnia-Herzegovina. God 
has used these experiences to change their lives 
after they returned home, strengthening their 
faith and clarifying God’s call to live as 
Christian peacemakers every day. 
 
The Bosnia IST is also an inter-faith ministry. 
The Friendship Camps host Muslim, Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox Christian children. The 
Travel Team visits mosques and churches and 
brings together people of different faiths for 
conversation. 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church has connected this 
ministry to so many parts of its life: worship, 
Sunday Church School, Vacation Bible School, 
youth groups, reJOYce Christian school and 
more. 
 
In the words of Emsuda Mujagic, a Muslim 
community leader and survivor of the war, 
“Thank you for coming and helping our 
children. Your presence brings us hope and 
strength, even as we continue to struggle for 
justice here.” 
 
This ministry is hard work. It is wonderful 
work. It is ongoing work. Thanks be to God for 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’s deep involvement 
in this ministry.  It is a faithful response to 
Jesus’ call to “Feed my lambs.” 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

2 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship  
11:00 AM Worship 
 

3 
Church Office Closes  
at 12 noon 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

4 
Church Office Closed 
Independence Day 
 
 

5 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

6 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
 

7 
9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

8 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 
 

9  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
 

10 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 
 

11 
12:00 PM Blood Drive (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
 

12 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

13  
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
 

14  
9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
Chimes articles due 

15 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 

16 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
 

17  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

18 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
7:30 PM Congregation Council  

19  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

20 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
 

21 
9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 

22  
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 

23  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
 
30  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 

24 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 
 
31 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

25 
10:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

26 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 

27 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
 

28 
9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 

29 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 

Church Bldg 
H - Hearth 
Room 
M - Music 
Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church 
Office 

PH - Parish 
Hall 
Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
 
 
 

Study House 
(SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 
G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 

2017 
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faithful service as they represented our 
congregation and synod has made a big impact 
on countless lives in Bosnia-Herzegovina. God 
has used these experiences to change their lives 
after they returned home, strengthening their 
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Sunday Church School, Vacation Bible School, 
youth groups, reJOYce Christian school and 
more. 
 
In the words of Emsuda Mujagic, a Muslim 
community leader and survivor of the war, 
“Thank you for coming and helping our 
children. Your presence brings us hope and 
strength, even as we continue to struggle for 
justice here.” 
 
This ministry is hard work. It is wonderful 
work. It is ongoing work. Thanks be to God for 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’s deep involvement 
in this ministry.  It is a faithful response to 
Jesus’ call to “Feed my lambs.” 
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Bosnia International  
Servant Trip 
 
When the had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes 
Lord, I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 
lambs.’ - John 21 
 
The New Jersey Synod began its ministry to 
Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2000, just a few years 
after the country and region went through a 
terrible war. The synod’s Bosnia International 
Servant Trip (IST) became an annual event  
that worked to bring healing, hope and peace 
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, and together explore 
issues of reconciliation, forgiveness and new 
life. 
 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church began its 
involvement the next year, 2001, and has been 
an active partner in this ministry ever since. 
 
Over the years, the Bosnia IST has held over 
170 Friendship Camps for children in schools, 
orphanages and community centers around the 
country. At these camps, the children engage 
in therapeutic music and art activities, learn 
peacemaking and community-building skills 
through drama and group challenge games. 
Over 26,000 young people and teachers have 
participated in these Friendship Camps since 
2000! 
 
The Bosnia IST Home Team has made hand-
sewn gifts and decorated tote bags for the 
children, donated sports equipment for the 
schools, offered prayer support and provided 
critically needed financial assistance. 
Countless members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church have faithfully given of their time and 
talents for the children served by this ministry. 
St. Paul’s reJOYce Christian School has also 
been actively involved  in the Home Team, 
particularly donating a lot of sports equipment 

for the schools.  All of these Home Team 
efforts have become tangible signs of God’s 
love shared between our congregation and 
thousands of children in a country still 
struggling to rebuild. 
 
Travel Team members are the hands and feet 
of the ministry during the trip. They lead the 
camp programs. They visit sites and cities 
around the country. The work with, live with, 
eat and drink with, walk, ride, swim, play, 
pray, sing and dance with the beautiful people 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina!  St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church has also been very active on the Travel 
Team, sending 26 members on the Bosnia IST 
over the years—teens, college students and 
adults. Here is the list of our Travel Team 
members with the year(s) they served: 
 

Leslie Augustino 2001 
Joe Biringer  2007 
Pat Delaney  2001—2002 
Beth Eilers  2001 
Rev. Laura Esposito 2012 
Brittany Evans  2012 
Meghan Greve  2010-2011 
Beth Haltmeier  2010-2012 
Melissa Headrick 2001 
Cindy Henry  2009-2011; 2013-2017 
Jacob Henry  2017 
Rick Henry  2010 
Alexa Hibbert  2010 
Carrie Izzo  2010; 2012 
Laura Janssen  2007; 2008 
Stephanie Janssen 2001; 2005 
Bob Jost  2004-2005 
Rev. David Jost  2004 
Kari Jost  2001; 2003-2004 
Sandra Jost  2003-2004 
Jason Reed  2000-2017 
Chris Reustle  2008 
Bob Ritter  2001-2002 
Carol Ritter  2001-2002 
Shelly Satran  2001-2002 
Marge Swartz  2007-2008 
Viennesia Yoos  2001 
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A Daily Prayer 
by Catherine Crockett 

 

Dear Lord, I come before you 

On this brand new day 

I ask for your mercy 

As I kneel and pray 

 

I come to thank you for your blessings 

You have on me bestowed 

And your unlimited grace 

You daily unfold 

 

I thank you for family 

Friend and even foe 

You have given me 

To share here below 

 

I implore your forgiveness 

For all the wrongs I have done 

And the souls I have bruised 

Please pardon and make us one 

 

I ask that you remember 

Those who are ill and in distress 

And help me, your servant 

To minister to them nonetheless 

 

Last but not least, please give me love 

That  radiates from you 

As I strive to please 

In all I say and do. 

 

AMEN 
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The Little Tree 
Preschool News      
for July 

 

Our 18th preschool-year has 
come to an end! The 

graduation ceremony for our 15 students 
who are moving on to Kindergarten was a 
success.  We celebrated with an art display, 
cake and refreshments in the Parish Hall.   

Our preschool offers a traditional Monday 
through Friday program specifically 
designed for children ages 2-1/2 – 6. We 
also offer an optional one-hour lunch, plus 
an afternoon Enrichment program (art, 
music & movement) for children ages 3-6.   

We are now accepting enrollment for the 
Fall 2017-2018 school year.  Brochures are 
available in the Narthex.  Check us out!   

Our registration form and program 
schedule is listed on our website—
www.thelittletreepreschool.org.        

 

 

 

 

 

We are grateful to our preschool and 
church families and friends for their 
support.   

Join us at our next fundraiser: Monday, 
July 17 at Iron Hill Brewery in Maple 
Shade. The more, the merrier! Bring your 
coupon.  Iron Hill will match up to $250. 
(See coupon below) 

For preschool enrollment information, 
please call Catherine Gillespie at 267-1443, 
or email: 
thelittletreepreschool@stpaulsh.org 
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Music Matters  

July 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

“I do all things…” 

 I live in Medford NJ, which is only 
ten miles away from Hainesport, but it’s 
many more miles than that in church and 
community life. There are many churches in 
Medford, and actually, Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church is closer to me than St. Paul’s. So it’s 
not that easy for me to invite a neighbor to 
church, because they will pass many closer 
churches along the way. 

 So I have found other ways to share 
St. Paul’s with the community, mostly, not 
surprisingly, through our music ministries. 

 I’m on faculty at the NJ School of 
Music in Medford. It wasn’t hard to convince 
the owner of the school, Renee Sutin, that our 
church would be a great place for recitals. So 
in the spring and fall, the school recitals are 
held at times that are convenient to the 
church, and the school makes a donation to 
compensate for the use. Now we have 
thousands of families who have been exposed 
to our church over the years, and we have 
heard many compliments from students and 
their parents about how beautiful the 
sanctuary is and how nice recitals are there.  

 I truly believe that someone looking 
for a church in our area asked these people, 
they would recommend St. Paul’s. In fact, 
Louise and Doug Hikade first visited St. 
Paul’s through one of these recitals. 

 John Moceri was invited to church by 
a nice lady named Cory, who played bass for 
us a couple months when we first started the 
9:30 service. Cory lived especially far away 

and couldn’t make a long time commitment, 
but I asked John to play drums for us. Many 
churches require someone to be a member 
before they will allow them to be too 
involved in a ministry, but at St. Paul’s we 
believe in serving the greater community of 
people and not just our members. Soon John 
was playing on our softball team, too.  After 
about a year of service, I asked John to join 
the church, which he happily did. 

 We have many members of our 
choirs and bands who are involved in the 
music ministry but don’t belong to St. Paul’s. 
Yet I have a strong feeling that if someone 
asked these folks about a good church in the 
area, they would recommend us.  

 So I want to encourage you to invite 
your friends and family to church, or simply 
to any of the ministries we offer here. You 
never know where it might lead. 

  Mostly I encourage you to invite 
people for the sake of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and his ministry in our lives. Even in 
summer we can invite people. Plan a day 
around it, invite people to a picnic or an 
outing afterwards. Pastor Laura’s sermon on 
June 18 emphasized the fact that many 
people aren’t exposed to church they way 
they used to be. We meet many people 
throughout the day that seem unhappy, lost or 
empty. They have no idea about the gospel 
until we shed some light on what it means to 
be a group of people coming together to 
serve God and God’s people. Even through 
music! As St. Paul said, “I do all these things 
for the sake of the gospel, that I might share 
in it’s blessings.” 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
YOU AND CLINCIAL RESEARCH STUDIES 
If you have a specific medical condition and are in good 
health, you can play a role in developing medicines of 
tomorrow. Subjects who qualify for a particular study in 
the areas listed below could receive compensation for 
time and travel.  Transportation is available. 
 
Addiction      ADHD      Alzheimer’s      Bipolar    
Depression      Diabetes      Healthy Adults      Lower Back Pain 
Parkinson’s      Pediatric & Adult Schizophrenia  
 
To learn more, visit volunteers.prahs.com or call 844-772-7465.  Prahealth Sciences, 
401 Route 73 North, 30 Lake Center Executive Park, Ste. 100, Marlton, NJ 08053. 
 
Sen Han Transit Burlington County  Alzheimer’s Adult Day 
Seniors—Disabled—Veterans   Service Centers 
For transportation services brochure    www.seniorcarectrs.com 
Call 877-603-5111 or 222.sucs.org   Senior Care of Delran 
       8008 Route 130 N, Bldg B, Ste. 300 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group  Delran, NJ 
First Thursday of the month, 1 —2 PM  856-461-1700 
Second Thursday of the month, 6—7 PM  Senior Care of Marlton 
At Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility,   The Offices at South Crossing 
480 Woodlane Road, Westampton   556A Lippincott Drive, Bldg B 
Contact: Deb Taylor—609-877-0555   Marlton, NJ 
       856-988-3250 
 
TIP OF THE MONTH 
Medications are linked to falls. Medication management by your primary doctor, a 
registered nurse and your pharmacist can help reduce side effects and interactions. 
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Youth News 

Our youth sessions 
have drawn to a 
close.  The Senior 
Youth had a fun-filled 
year playing games, 
starting to plan for the 
2018 Youth Gathering 

in Houston, helping with activities 
around church like the senior meals, 
pancake supper, VBS, wrapping at 
Christmas, book and yard sale,  etc., 
and going bowling.  A heartfelt thanks 
to Karen Platt and Erick Soles for 
organizing all the youth activities.   

 
The Catechism classes have also 

ended for this school year.  We had six 
students confirmed on Pentecost 
Sunday.  These students also had a busy 
year attending youth retreats, singing 
Thanksgiving carols at Care One 
Harmony Village, hosting local youth at 
the Refcon Dinner, and visiting 
different places in the area to enhance 
their lessons.  Thanks so much to 
Pastors Jost and Esposito for leading 
these students on their religious 
journey. 

 
Thank you to all the parishioners who 
supported the youth this year. It is truly 
appreciated! 

July Food Collection 
 

In the summer months, many children who 
depend on the school breakfast and lunch 
programs  are at risk of malnutrition when 
these programs are not available.  For many 
families, that means a struggle to feed their 
children healthy, filling meals. 

 
Here are some kid-friendly suggestions for 
the summer months: 
 

Hot/Cold Cereal 

Granola/Breakfast Bars 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Canned Pasta 

Microwavable Meals 

Raisins 

Applesauce/Fruit Cups 

Fruit Snacks 

Fruit Juice 

Shelf Stable/Canned/Powdered Milk 

 

As always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 
needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 
narthex. 
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It’s For You! 

“How could Sunday School be for me?” you ask. 

You might exclaim, “What!  I did that years ago.  It is someone else’s turn!” 

You shared, “My child cried on the third time I took him.  Not worth it!” 

Sunday School can’t exist without these things: 

The Holy Spirit’s active presence 

Jesus’ gentle nature who taught us about forgiving, loving others as much as ourselves and 
remembering the scriptures before him. 

The massive Grace of God 

Leaders and Helpers 

Our young people  

It is alleged that Martin Luther said (although scholars debate it), “Even if I knew that tomorrow 
the world would go to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree.”  Whether Martin Luther said this 
or not, it poses a valid point. 

We don’t know what the future will bring.  In our culture, grandparents and parents hope for their 
children to remain loving, respectful and loyal to each other and to their traditions.  In essence, love 
their homes.  This is where parents hope their children will have strong roots – to be firmly 
grounded, and as their children get older, they will point their GPS homeward. 

As much as families desire their children to have roots, they also wish for their children to grow 
into unique individuals – following their dreams and becoming more successful than the generation 
that came before them.  This is where the apple tree stretches its branches, develops a sturdy trunk, 
and shares its fruit with the world.  (The grocery store had apples from New Zealand recently…) 

At St. Paul’s, we need to plant our apple trees today!  Children will grow to be consistent disciples 
who attend (and live) church regularly as adults if we are intentionally helping our kids to love 
God; sharing that Jesus is our friend; and helping them to get to know the Holy Spirit and looking 
to the Holy Spirit for guidance.  Bring your child to Sunday School. 

Our children need a time and place to hear about God’s love in their language.  They need to dive 
into the Bible in a setting where they can ask questions.  They need to touch and feel and see that 
God is good.  Sunday School at St. Paul’s is that place!  It will not happen for only one week in the 
summer.  It will not happen on just Christmas and/or Easter.  It is the continual message of the 
Holy Spirit that works along with God’s grace. 

I am always in awe of Team Sunday School for their dedication!  You really need to join our team 
– Yes, YOU!  Help plant apple trees after summer! 

At St. Paul’s, “Every day, we Remember Our Almighty Rock!  ROAR!” 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 

 

Sunday School—Help Plant Apple Trees!  

5 

 
 
 
 
 

Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent 
way to help our church year round. 

 

 

 

Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will 

no longer need to write out checks and prepare envelopes every week. Even 

when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, 

your electronic contributions will continue to be received on an uninterrupted 

basis. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Get started today! Pick up an authorization form in the narthex (lobby) or visit 

our church website – www.stpaulsh.org – and click on “Online Giving”. 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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Thank You!! 

A big thank you to everyone who made 
donations to the Operation Yellow Ribbon 
and the Crossroads Capable Adolescent 
Mothers collections! 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated by 
our troops, their families and the young 
moms who will be helped out by them! 

Special thanks to Joan Dunlevy for 
chairing the baby bottle drive.  We raised 
$1089! 

Have a safe and wonderful summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can  

You Help? 
 

The Simply Giving insert in the weekly 
FYI is in response to our Congregation/
Council Conversation on June 
11.  Suggestions were made for everyone 
to make an immediate commitment to give 
$10 per week automatically to help with 
the “summer slump” and to help pay our 
bills, which never go on vacation. An 
automatic commitment insures our 
offerings are in church even when we are 
not. Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Another suggestion made for immediate 
contributions to our expenses was to make 
a “special” contribution to a specific aspect 
of our budget. One item mentioned was 
contributing to reducing our mortgage, 
with the hope of paying it off. To do this, 
you may use a pew or other envelope to 
make a special offering, indicate on the 
envelope/check for Mortgage Reduction 
and the money will go to that account. 
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July Card Shower 
 

 

Joy Lynch 
Box 265 

Hainesport, NJ 08036 
 

Our thoughts are with Joy for the continued healing of her eye. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Corinne Applegate who 
represents St. Paul’s at the Lutheran Home in 
Moorestown (aka Lutheran Crossings). For 
quite a few years, Corinne has helped at the 
home with some of the social activities for the 
residents. 

Her volunteer time there goes unnoticed, but 
we do thank you, Corinne, for your part in 
“God’s Work, Our Hands”. You are a blessing! 

Thank you, thank you!! 

Midy Mangiante 

 

To the Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 

We are most grateful for all the formula, 
diapers, blankets, toys and many other 
beautiful baby items brought to our Pregnancy 
Center for many years by Elsa Mollo-Snow 
and others. 

Your generosity is very much appreciated. 

With all our love and prayers, 

1st Way of Burlington County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanking everyone who sent me good wishes 
for Codi and my bout with food poisoning, 
ESPECIALLY Pastor Jost’s message.  Bob and 
I are still laughing. 

Just love my St. Paul’s family, 

Lydia Cross 

 

Thank you very much for all your coupons and 
a large bag of quilts. 

We would also like to express our appreciation 
to Mrs. William Lynch and the Social Club c/o 
Elsa Mollo-Snow for the knitted baby blankets. 
They are beautiful.   

We are very grateful for your support of our 
Pregnancy Center. 

Sincerely yours, 

1st Way of Burlington County 
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The Signature Quilt—Family Roots in St. Paul’s 
 
The Anniversary Committee wants to thank all those who participated in identifying 
family member names on the 1938 Signature Quilt.  We wish to share just a bit of the 
family roots exposed. There are ten current members whose names were on the 
Signature Quilt.  They include: 
 
Irvin Adams     Edna Yoos King 
Jane Nack Challendar    Elizabeth Yoos Polidora 
Walter Hullings Jr.    Miriam Yoos Prickett 
John Johnson     Arthur Yoos 
Marie Simon Kaelin    Harold Yoos 
 
Walt Hullings, Jr. (his mother was Louise Yoos), Marie Simon Kaelin, Edna Yoos 
King, Elizabeth Yoos Polidora, Miriam Yoos Prickett, Arthur Yoos and Harold Yoos 
are all cousins of varying degrees.  Jane Nack Challendar and Marie Simon Kaelin are 
cousins through the Gsells—Jane’s mother was a Gsell.  The Gsells were also charter 
members of St. Paul’s.  Jane Nack Challendar is also a cousin to all the Yoos cousins 
via the Nack side of the family through Caroline Yoos Nack. 
 
Current members of St. Paul’s who have family listed on the Signature Quilt: 
 
Joyce Prickett Alexander   Travis McHugh 
Mackenzie Alexander    Nancy Prickett 
Jacquie Alexander    Phillip Prickett 
Leslie Yoos Augustino   Tracy Ritter Puchino 
Susan Carpenter    Jared Puchino 
Donna Hullings DeCillis   Nathan Puchino 
Darcie Hullings Dyson   Carol Gray Ritter 
Glenn Heppard    Rob Ritter 
Natalie Kaelin Houwen   Timothy Ritter 
Kurt Houwen     Ryan Ritter 
Karl Houwen     Todd Ritter 
Elaine Johnson Jardine   Jesse Ritter 
Christopher Jardine    Reilly Ritter 
Lauren Nicole Uetz McHugh   Lois Uetz 
Casey McHugh    Roberta Yoos 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
It’s hard to believe it is July! 
Several times I have used the 

summer months to write articles on Luther’s 
Small Catechism. This summer, I’d like to talk 
about church and our mission. Many are no 
doubt familiar with the Great Commission in 
the Gospel of Matthew where Jesus tells us to 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-
20). 
 

I read an article a long while back that talked 
about the Great Commission not calling 
churches to act like the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, professional sports teams, and one 
other thing I am not able to remember. It struck 
me as odd that someone would even think about 
church as a DMV or sports team. But 
sometimes congregations compete with one 
another. Sometimes we look at other 
congregations in the area like the one that did a 
major building campaign and feel they are 
competition. The grass is not always greener on 
the other side and they too, I hear, are having 
financial difficulties. Congregations aren’t 
trying to lure people from another congregation 
to theirs. 
 

A Great Commission Church wants God’s 
kingdom to expand beyond the walls of church 
buildings. It is interested in going outside itself 
to share God’s love with everyone. It isn’t 
focused solely on itself, its’ own health, but is 
outward focused wanting the Good News of 
Jesus to spread everywhere in the world.  
A Great Commission Church works to align it’s 
spending plan with Great Commission 
priorities. Money is used for missional 

ministries both in its location and near and far. 
Members and leaders are excited about this 
gospel centered, mission focused church. There 
is a culture of discipleship among its members 
and every member owns responsibility for 
helping people grow in faith. Everyone helps 
each other follow Jesus. Older members help 
younger members to grow in faith. One 
example I remember reading is those teaching 
classes recruit and train another teacher then 
once that teacher is settled goes on and starts a 
new class. 
 

The Great Commission commands us to GO. 
That calls us out of our comfort zones. It calls 
us to step up and give of ourselves and do 
things. A Great Commission Church should 
make people uncomfortable because it is about 
giving our lives to follow Jesus. It involves not 
only going out and inviting others to church to 
hear the gospel proclaimed in sermons, songs, 
sacraments and prayers. It involves bearing 
Christ in all we do out in the world. It calls us 
out of our comfort zones to share our faith 
stories and journeys. It calls us to take risks, it 
calls us out of our own inward navel gazing, it 
calls us to realize that we cannot always have 
our own way, it calls us to look and act outside 
of ourselves and to go, be, and do church. It 
calls us to not be judgmental and to work 
together to disciple each other, to share God’s 
love with each other and the world. It calls us to 
be truly committed and to be all in for the 
mission of the church. Jesus calls all of us onto 
the field. The church cannot have any bench 
warmers, everyone is on the field contributing. 
 

This summer you are still needed to be a team 
player, we still need money to carry out the 
ministries of this congregation, we still need 
volunteers to make ministry happen, we still 
need the wonderful skills and talents God has 
given you. God didn’t create you to be nominal, 
he created you to be phenomenal. Are you in? 
 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ, 

 

        The month of July marks the 
241st time we have observed the Fourth of 
July as Americans. (If you count 1776 as 
the starting point. If you count 1789 as our 
starting point, the number is different.) For 
many people, it means celebrating the 
freedoms we have guaranteed to us by our 
Constitution. Some people even take time 
to re-read the Declaration of Independence, 
to remind them of what we fought for in the 
American Revolution and what so many 
have died to defend in the years since. 
    
     The Declaration strove to list the 
grievances we had with King George and 
sought to free ourselves from his tyrannical 
reign. It was a document about “freedom 
from”. Once the Constitution was crafted 
thirteen years later, we had a document that 
spelled out what we were “free for”, or 
“free to do”. 
   
      Our Christian faith balances those two 
polarities as well. In the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, we are freed from the 
punishment of our sin. But that does not 
mean that we are free to sin without 
stopping! We are free to express our 
common love and respect for one another, a 
love and respect rooted in Christ. We are 
not free to abuse that love in the 
mistreatment of others in the name of 
Christ or any other deity. 
     
    Our Christian life is like a scale that tips 
back and forth, in good times and bad. We 
are freed from sin, yet we, as humans, are 
captive to sin. We are saints, thanks to the 
sacrifice of Jesus, but we are also sinners, 

thanks to the disobedience of Eve and 
Adam. We are generous and giving to 
others, but also concerned for our own 
welfare and portfolios. 
      
   I cherish my freedoms, both those as a 
citizen of the United States, as well as the 
freedoms I enjoy as a baptized Child of 
God. I always have to keep those two in 
balance. In our government, we call that 
“checks and balances”. In the Church, we 
call it “confession and absolution”. We 
start our worship services by admitting that 
we have fallen short of the goals placed 
before us by God. Then, we hear the words 
of absolution. Thus freed and cleansed 
from the punishment of our sins, we enter 
into joy-filled worship and praise!     
 

    My prayer for you throughout this month 
of remembering our freedoms is that you 
cherish those freedoms and become better 
stewards of those freedoms. Do not take 
advantage of God’s good grace. Remember 
to gather in God’s house, whether you are 
close to St. Paul’s, or away on vacation, or 
simply on a day trip to the shore. It is one 
way in which you and I are free to express 
our love for God and appreciation for all 
that God has done in our lives. 
 

In peace, 
Pastor David Jost 
  

Pastoral Acts for June 
 

Baptisms:  Alexander James Snee 
 
Funerals:  Mary Edwards 
 
Weddings:  none 
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Marie Simon Kaelin, Natalie, Kurt and Karl Houwen, Elaine Johnson Jardine and 
Christopher Jardine trace their family roots to St. Paul’s charter member Anna Mary 
Treusch—Marie’s grandmother. Anna Mary was a teenager when the church started, 
and her parents were Eva and George Treusch.  Anna Mary married Fred Endress and 
their daughter, Ida, married Charles Simon, Sr., whose mother was Louise Yoos 
(another Louise Yoos, not Walt Hullings’ mother). This family has been members of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church for six generations. 
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Dear Lumps of Coal (I call you that because 
you are diamonds in the rough), 
  
 Former Philadelphia Phillie Jimmy 
Piersall died recently and one of his claims to 
fame was that, in 1963, he hit a home run, then 
ran around the bases backwards! Some people 
thought it was meant as a stunt; others through 
he was trying to draw attention away from his 
batting average. Later on, he revealed 
that he spent his life dealing with the 
demons of mental illness, so this base-
running exhibition may have been 
nothing more than a moment of 
lapsed judgment on his part. 
 But it did get him notice! 
When you consider that over fifty 
years later, it was still noteworthy 
enough to include in his death notice, that says 
something about the durability of his action. 

But let me pause here to remember to 
whom I am writing. (Did you see what I did 
there? I didn’t use a preposition to end the 
sentence with!) I am writing to a group of 
people who remember and still tell stories from 
2,000 years ago. I have even heard you read 
stories from 4,000 years ago! Holy Moses! 
That was a long time ago. But you consider it 
important to tell and retell those stories, to 
yourselves, to your children and to your 
children’s children. That’s why your 
congregation places such an emphasis on 
Sunday School ministry and Vacation Bible 
School. 

At a recent worship service, the first 
lesson read was the creation story from Genesis 
1. (Remember, there is another creation story in 
Genesis 2.) After the service, someone 
approached your pastor and said “That was 
good to hear that story in its entirety!” A lot of 
times, we only hear part of a story and forget 
that there is more to the Biblical narrative. That 
would be like hitting a single, and celebrating 
as if you hit a home run - it’s not quite the same 
in the realm of completeness. For the lectors on  

                                           
that Trinity weekend, the Genesis story, though 
long, was a lot easier than going through the 
laundry list of cities that is part of the Pentecost 
reading the week before! But is was good to 
hear the story from the beginning all the way 
through to the seventh day. 

There is a durability to our Bible 
stories. Some of them could be deemed out-
dated: stories about slavery and the treatment of 

women, both of which were 
acceptable in Old Testament times, 
and even into Jesus’ lifetime, but have 
receded from our present experiences. 
But most of the stories still hit the 
mark with us. Stories of love and 
respect, stories of stewardship, stories 
of ethical behaviors. These are still 
stories that resonate with us today. 

But not everybody pays attention to the 
stories anymore. We see fewer and fewer 
people attending worship services in many of 
the churches in our area. Like a ballplayer 
running the bases backwards, some pastors 
have tried attention-getting techniques to get 
people to pay attention to the important Biblical 
narrative. But for many people, the Biblical 
story has no relevance in their life. Like 
baseball itself, church worship is not the draw 
that it used to be. 

We continue to tell the story, and we 
continue to invite others to come and listen to 
the story. Like the disciples of old, we continue 
to say “Come and see!” with the hope that the 
story will grab them as it has grabbed us. 
Unfortunately, we cannot serve hot dogs and 
beer, but we can feed the hungry in many other 
ways! 

 
Your faithful correspondent, 
Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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