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Dear Young Prunes (I call you that because I 
am good with dates), 
 In the April 10 edition of the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, it mentioned that the 
day before was the end of the regular season 
for the National Hockey League. That means 
that the two-month long playoff season 
would soon begin. The irony of this article 
was that, just below it, was the column “This 
Date in Sports History” and on April 10 in 
two different years in the 1960s, teams won 
the Stanley Cup championship on 
that date. On the same day that the 
current regular season ended, the 
ENTIRE hockey season used to 
end. I can never get used to the idea 
that people are playing ice hockey 
in June. 
 That must be why on 
Opening Day of baseball, Mrs. 
Cantrell turned to me and said 
“Didn’t the Cubs just win the 
World Series a few weeks ago?” It 
seems that just about the time teams 
get their lockers cleaned out, it’s 
time to report for spring training. I can never 
get used to the idea that while I am reading 
the scores of spring training games, I am also 
reading the scores of pro basketball games, 
pro hockey games, golf scores (who wants to 
play golf in thirty-degree weather?) and even 
a few college spring scrimmages. Sports 
seasons just kind of blend in with each other. 
 That’s why I like what you guys do in 
worship. You pay attention to a calendar. 
You know that once the groundhog has 
appeared, there is no need to keep those dead 
poinsettias in the sanctuary. You do your 
Fastnacht Follies at the height of the darkness 
of winter, a time when everybody needs a 
good belly laugh. You don’t sing your 
Epiphany songs about the Magi on Fourth of 
July weekend. You have a respect for the  

 
seasons of the church year and the events that 
unfold within each season. 
 This season of the church year is 
especially fun. You escape the solemnity of 
Lent and roll into the joy of Easter! Then, 
after seven weeks of hearing stories about the 
growth of the Church, we hear the story of 
the giving of the Holy Spirit! Then, we 
launch into the story of the Trinity; how that 
same Holy Spirit connects all of us to the 
Father, Son and Spirit.  

 OK – then we move into 
summer and the ten-gajillion weeks 
of the Pentecost season. Thank 
goodness there is baseball to 
complement all those Bible stories. 
Pretty soon, the leaves change and 
it’s time for Reformation and All 
Saints’ Day, then into the 
observance of Advent. Once you get 
past Christmas, it’s time for 
Epiphany, Lent and Easter all over 
again. 
 Each church season has its 
own personality and its own way of 

telling the story. It requires some patience to 
get from one season to another, from one 
church date to another. But I’ll bet you didn’t 
know this: Date palms can take 4 to 8 years 
after planting before they will bear fruit, and 
produce viable yields for commercial harvest 
between 7 and 10 years. Now that’s patience. 
 So, whether you are a sports fan or an 
avid worshipper, enjoy each season as it 
comes. No shortcuts – no pruning of the 
dates. 
     
 Your faithful correspondent, 
     
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 

  

 

 

 

Shaped for Service—May 27 & 28 
 

Celebrating all College and Graduate 

School Graduates 
 

If you or your child will be a College or 

Graduate School graduate this year and would 

like to participate in this Faith Milestone, 

please contact the church office by May 8. 
 

Wrapped in Love—June 17 & 18 
 

Celebrating all High School Graduates 
 

If you or your child will be a High School 

Graduate this year and would like to 

participate in this Faith Milestone, please 

contact the church office by June 5. 
 

 

 

 

 

For either Milestone, we need a picture for the 

bulletin board! You can email pictures to 

stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop one at 

the office. 

 

Blanket Weekend 
 

Church World Service blankets comfort in 

times of crisis. Help people around the world 

recover from disasters and get a fresh start. 

Your donation will offer hope in seemingly 

hopeless situations around the world. 

Envelopes will be made available May 6 and 7 

for your use. 

 

The Needle and Thread Group will also be 

displaying their quilts on this same weekend.  

Thank you for the work they do year-round as 

an outreach of St. Paul’s. 
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 Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ, 

 After months of 
preparation, we get our 

sesquicentennial celebration off to a “soft” 
start this month.  
 On May 20 and 21, we will 
welcome back Pastor Bob Swartz to be our 
preacher. Bob grew up here at St. Paul’s 
and after four years at Gettysburg College, 
went off to Harvard Divinity School for a 
Master of Divinity degree. After a few 
extra Lutheran credits, Bob was ordained 
and now serves at Elliottsburg Lutheran in 
Mannsville, Pennsylvania. He and his wife 
are the parents of two young children. 
 I refer to this as a “soft” start, 
because then we take a three-month hiatus 
for the summer. Once September arrives, 
we go into full swing with historical 
displays and a constant parade of past 
pastors and interns who will be joining us 
for worship. Our celebration culminates 
with a festive worship service and a fancy 
dinner. When we have done our 
celebrating, then the entire Lutheran 
Church will celebrate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation. 
 If that last statement does not 
impress you, please note that when TIME 
magazine named the most influential 
people of history, Martin Luther, the father 
of the Reformation, was one of those 
named. It’s rather awesome to think that we 
as a congregation have been around for one 
hundred and fifty years, but it’s really 
impressive when we reflect on what five 
centuries of Lutheranism has meant to the 
world. 
 Recently, Bishop Bartholomew told 
us that twenty-five years ago, there were 
210 congregations in our New Jersey 

Synod. Today, that number is 167. For us 
to still be standing among that number is no 
small feat, and to still be one of the largest 
worshipping congregations in the Synod is 
rather impressive, too.  
 But God has not equipped us and 
called us to spend the year in celebration 
only. The work of ministry; the task of 
ministry; the privilege of ministry 
continues on. While we celebrate Karl 
Guhn, Sue Jones, Bob Swartz and others 
who have gone from St. Paul’s to seminary, 
we also celebrate with Mackenzie 
Alexander on her acceptance to seminary! 
Ministry is always about that wonderful 
blend of the past and the future. It’s one 
thing to look at the photographs of the 
pastors who have served St. Paul’s and 
realize they have brought us to where we 
are today. It’s also fun to see that there is 
plenty of wall space for the pastors of the 
future. Who knows what faces will be 
staring back at us in 2067? Remember – 
when our children’s children look at those 
photos fifty years from now, you and I will 
be the ones who will have made that 
happen now. Our sesquicentennial is not 
only about our past – it’s our new hope for 
the future. 
     
 In peace, 
     
 Pastor David Jost 
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WORSHIP ASSISTING – 

LECTOR & COMMUNION 

ASSISTANT POSITIONS 

Being called by the Holy Spirit to assist 

with our worship service is both an honor 

and a privilege.  

Since the earliest days, Christian worship 

has been a group effort! The followers of 

the Risen Jesus came together to praise 

God, listen and learn from the scriptures, 

pray and encourage one another. Today, we 

faithfully honor this biblical tradition by 

giving lay persons the opportunity to 

participate in worship in many ways. There 

are a number of roles available when 

worship assisting and all are important in 

helping us have a well-run worship service.  

My personal favorites are being a Lector, 

also known as Reader of the scripture 

lessons for the day. This function also 

includes writing and reading the prayer 

concerns with the prayer topics supplied by 

our pastor.  

When helping out as a Communion 

Assistant during worship by serving either 

the bread or the wine, I feel this is the most 

wonderful experience and quite an honor 

for a lay person. I am always touched by 

the meaning and great significance of 

communion. 

The signup sheet for Lectors and 

Communion Assistants is hanging on the 

narthex bulletin board. The service dates 

and times are shown and there are 

opportunities to serve at all of our services. 

If you are like me, once you participate, 

you will be back for more. Serving God 

has that effect on people and it is an honor 

to be called. 

1 Corinthians 14:26 

“What then shall we say, brothers and 

sisters? When you come together, everyone 

has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a 

revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. 

All of these must be done for the 

strengthening of the church.” 

If you are interested in “trying out” for the 

Worship Assistant Team or are just curious 

what being a Lector or a Communion 

Assistant is about, please give me a call at 

856-778-0044 or see me at church. By the 

way, everyone makes the Team! 

Remember, servanthood is a privilege.  

Blessings, Doug Hikade 
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Stewardship 

By Louise Hikade 

Through the Decades – During worship from 

mid-March through April, we have heard from 

our members representing decade groups, such 

as the 1920’s & 1930’s; 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 

etc. to the present.  The videos provided during 

worship by Stewardship  Education (Wes 

Smith and Val Ramos) allowed  us to 

experience St. Paul’s through the decades as 

shared by our members.  Progressing along a 

timeline allows us to learn not only how much 

St. Paul’s has meant  to each of these 

individuals, but also how much of a 

commitment our early church members made 

to help us get to the church we have become 

and are part of 150 years later. 

Keeping Score at St. Paul’s  - On Palm 

Sunday weekend, April  8 & 9, we received 

“Scorecards” a single sheet of spring green 

paper designed to let us know the “score” here 

at St. Paul’s and  by that we mean what 

“positions” we play on the Team that is St. 

Paul’s. This “scorecard” is educational in that it 

lists a variety of positions and descriptions of 

needs that you and I can play. So the cover 

question of “Time/Talent/Treasure, what 

position do you play?” is asking  each of us to 

sign up for where we want to participate.  

When you sign up for where you want to 

participate with you time and talent,  please 

give us your name and phone number at the 

bottom of the green sheet scorecard wo we can 

contact you and help match up your interests 

with the appropriate group. Also please look 

for the “Closer” TREASURE in the middle of 

the scorecard. This is where you record your 

pledge. Financial pledges help St. Paul’s plan 

income and ministry expenses.  

Your pledge/scorecard may be turned in via the 

offering, the box in the narthex, or the church 

office. Envelopes are provided for you to 

submit your scorecard. Thank you to everyone 

who has already turned in their scorecard! 

There is still time to turn yours in.  There’s still 

time to stay in the game! 

Summer Living?  Think Simply Giving!   

Looking ahead to summer travel plans?  In the 

same way we plan for being away from our 

homes by insuring that our bills are paid, we 

can do the same thing for our offering to St. 

Pauls. Many of us choose auto-pay options for 

our utilities, mortgage, cable, phones, etc. 

Through Simply Giving, we can make sure we 

honor our commitment to our church and 

ministries by insuring that the flow of income 

to the church continues while we’re away so 

that the church can pay its bills. During 

Summer months, offering can be paid ahead  to 

keep your offering up to date.  

Steward, Me? – Have you ever made a “TO 

DO LIST”?   -- Me too!  It’s not just about 

paying the bills, but it includes all of the 

housekeeping things that have to happen to 

keep our home operational. Around St. Paul’s 

that is no different. Please check the sign-up 

sheets on the bulletin boards. Worship 

participant slots are there, sign-up to donate 

flowers, add you name to the list of people 

helping with projects on our property. All this 

and more, it’s what we do because we love it 

and because we need it. 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
 

I recently read a quote by Thom Rainer: “When 

a church is driven by member preference, it is 

headed for decline, then death.  The decline 

may be protracted and the death may be 

delayed, but it is inevitable.  A church cannot 

survive long-term where members are focused 

on their own preferences.”   

I will admit I was taken aback for a moment 

and so many different emotions swept over me.  

Part of me cheered and thought right on and 

then I thought about so many congregations that 

are in decline. Then I thought about the 

different ways people think of church.  Some 

view church as a building, a club, a group of 

people who meet regularly to worship, 

something to claim ownership of, something to 

consume services and programs from.    

What does being driven by member preference 

look like?  It looks like a country club where 

people are only interested in themselves or 

meeting their own needs and not engaged in 

ministering to the community and world.  Or 

where only some people are interested in 

ministering to others or to the outside world.   

People prefer to just attend worship when it is 

convenient to them and do not participate in the 

overall mission or ministry of the church.  

Worship is treated like a show that one watches.  

But worship is the work of the people, of all 

assembled.  That’s why we have and need 

readers, ushers, acolytes, communion assistants, 

musicians, and clickers.    

Driven by member preference is complaining 

about a hymn, worship setting, paraments, 

prayers, music because you don’t like it. It’s 

complaining about the times of worship 

services, the length of services.  Or by only 

caring about a specific ministry area and not 

caring, praying or supporting other areas.  

It means only a handful of people at worship 

and active in a congregation with no outreach, 

no ministry going on, supply pastors or half or 

quarter time pastors serving in more of a 

chaplain role and struggling to pay the bills.  

All because the people there want to be buried 

out of “their church”.    

But it’s not theirs or ours, it is God’s. We all 

have been given the great commission to go and 

make disciples.  Church isn’t about us, it is 

about God.  It is about sharing and spreading 

God’s love.  It is about worshiping God as a 

community of baptized people.  It is about 

giving and doing rather than sitting and 

consuming.  It involves being good stewards of 

our time, treasures, and talent.  It is about God’s 

work, our hands.    

Or as Brian D. McLaren says, “It’s not about 

the church meeting your needs; it’s about 

joining the mission of God’s people to meet the 

world’s needs.”  

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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Easter Baskets 
 

A big thank you to everyone who helped fill 
Easter Baskets for Bridge of Peace.  I was so 
overwhelmed by everyone's generosity.  We 
initially needed 50 baskets filled, but received 
60!!  Thanks to Claudia O'Malley, Melissa 
Headrick, Jeff Alexander, and Grace Ezze for 
organizing and packing up.  It was really nice 
to play Easter Bunnies to such appreciative 
children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 20 is Armed Forces 
Day, and we are honoring 
the men and women in 
service overseas by 
having a collection of 
much needed items to 
make their life a little 

more bearable while they are away from 
home.  This will be headed up by our very 
own Barbara Langer.  Look for the display 
and box from May 20 through June 30. 

 

Senior Luncheon 

 

St. Paul’s Hawaiian Luau 

Sunday, May 7 

following the 11:00 am service. 

 

Menu 

Citrus Salad 
Hawaiian Pork Tenderloin 
Baked Potato * Broccoli 
Hawaiian Sweet Rolls 

Pineapple Upside Down Cake 
 

Come dressed in your Hawaiian 
shirt or your favorite Muu Muu! 

There will be a prize for the best 
costume and the honor of being 

crowned the “Big Kahuna” of     
St. Paul’s! 

 

Sign up in the narthex! 

 

Questions? 

Contact Pat Headrick 

(609) 267-4775. 
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The 150th Anniversary Committee 

needs your help yet again!  We need 

group Confirmation pictures for the 

following years: 1916, 1918, 1920, 

1923, 1944 and 1953.  If you have 

any of these pictures, please contact 

Lois Uetz at (609) 261-0125. 

Thank you for                                  

your help! 

The Saint Paul’s Lutheran  
Church Experience 
 

By Catherine Crockett 

I am blessed with the opportunity  

To become an integral part  

Of the Saint Paul’s worship experience 

That originates from the heart 
 

I was invited to Saint Paul’s 

By a new-found friend and neighbor 

One of the Christian persuasion, if you will 

Eleanor Wood is her name 

And I’m the blessed recipient of her  

    kindness still 
 

Upon attending each worship service 

I have inspired and to God drawn near 

By the fellowship and rich experience 

That yet brings joy with a tear 
 

The messages brought by Pastor Jost and  

    Pastor Esposito 

The songs and prayers as well 

Prepared with godly care 

Our gloom and doubts to dispel 

 

You, the members at large 

Have been warm, friendly and ever-so-kind 

When you did not have to e 

Such attributes are hard to find 
 

Saint Paul’s is a busy hub 

As you day-by-day live out your creed 

With an outreach that is phenomenal 

Fostering kingdom building indeed 
 

Thank each of you for the part you have played 

And the joy you have brought my way 

In a sin-cursed world 

Of violence and much decay 
 

I have been truly fed by your kindness 

And touched by your warmth herein 

May you continue to reach out to others 

God’s love many souls to win 
 

************************ 
Catherine is one of our new members received 
to our congregation in April. 

 

 

Looking for a Few Good Men ... 

 

Interested in computers and digital scanning? 

Want to help preserve historical documents and 
photographs of our church's history? 

Want to learn a little more about God and our 
relationship with him in a casual setting? 

Want to receive a free paperback copy of the 
bestseller Man in the Mirror ? 

If you answered 'yes' to any of these questions, 
please contact Jeffrey Alexander to discuss a 
men's ministry project.    Only men 18 - 99 need 
apply... 
 

email:   jeffalexander007@verizon.net      
home:  609-261-1760 

mailto:jeffalexander007@verizon.net
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Stewardship - 

Living in a 

Culture of  

Generosity 

 

Five Great Reasons to Give 
 

By Louise Hikade 

1.  You are not your own, you were bought at 
a price. 1 Corinthians 6: 19b – 20a 

Giving reminds us of who we are and why we 
are here. We are all stewards, caring for 
someone else’s property. We belong to God. 
He created everything and He owns everything. 
We are stewards of what God has given us to 
manage. Lord, helps us remember you are the 
owner of everything and we are accountable to 
you.  

2.  You will be made rich in every way so that 
you can be generous on every occasion and 
through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11 

Giving enables us to see past blessings.  You 
don’t always know whose life you have 
touched.  Christian hope is that someone ends 
up in the Kingdom because of you. We give 
because we are thankful to God for our lives, 
our families our abilities and the blessings He 
has given to us. We are saying “God, I love 
you. I care about you. I am grateful for all you 
have done.” We express our appreciation to 
God when we give. 

3.  No one can serve two masters. Either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and Money. 
Matthew 6:24 

Giving helps us to examine our present 
motivations. We tend to think, “What’s in it for 
me?” Periodically, we need to check in with 
ourselves to determine who we are living for. 
With God in our lives, life oozes with meaning! 
Giving reminds us of this. This includes 
spending our time and talents, like when we 
volunteer or when we contribute from our 
resources. We can spend more than think we 
have to give, not waiting to give what is 
leftover. Let giving be a tool against 
selfishness.  

4.  Remember this; whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly. And whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously.  2 
Corinthians 9:6  

Giving expresses our expectations for the 
future. God is not small. In our expectations of 
God, things are not always the way we wanted 
but the way that was needed. Abundant living 
begins with abundant giving. We give as an act 
of gratitude, as an act of keeping our priorities 
in order and as a statement of eager expectation 
that God will bless us, often in ways we cannot 
imagine. Live in this faith.  

5.  I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, 
you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 
Luke 16:9 

Giving invests in eternity. This life has an end. 
Give to invest in eternity. Use your resources to 
invest in something that is going to outlast this 
life. Consider the satisfaction in meeting a goal. 
Giving is fun, like when we write a check to 
meet a goal or to celebrate a blessing.  Think 
about the lightness you feel finding that new 
space after you clean out the garage or empty 
the attic. Hanging on to our material life can be 
a very heavy burden. As we look beyond the 
present into the future, let the future help 
determine how we live and give.  
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May is Social Ministry Month 

 

We are going to have our 
display out to showcase 
everything we are involved in 
throughout the year.  We are 
kicking off a new way of 
helping out Crossroads 
Capable Adolescent Mothers 
program.  Along with the 
usual baby items and 
maternity clothes, our own 
Joan Dunlevy will be heading up another 
effort—we will be handing out plastic baby 
bottles to take home and return filled with 
your spare change. Look for the display 
and baby bassinet soon! 

 

Palm Sunday 
Breakfast 

 

Well Palm Sunday was a 
beautiful spring 
day!  Even better than the weather—we 
had our first Palm Sunday 
Breakfast!   Thank you to everyone who 
came hungry and donated to ELCA World 
Hunger and Haiti Partners.   

It wouldn't have been a success without the 
help of Evelyn Carmichael, Eleanor Wood, 
Joan Dunlevy, Melissa Headrick, and 
Lydia Cross who did shopping and prep 
work.  Then our world famous chef Carl 
Brink, with his sous-chef Walt Hullings, 
Andy Opperman, Al Sloan, and Doug 
Hikade.  Plus our very important job of 
running the dishwasher! Thanks Mike 
O'Rourke!!  Thanks also to our servers 

Jonathan Platt, Kim Platt, and Paige 
Braude.   

So as you can see it takes a lot of hard 
work and a lot of fun to make this 
happen.  If this is something you would 
like to do next year please give me a call or 
mark #6 Social Ministry on your Time, 
Talent, and Treasure card. 

Pastoral Acts for April 
 

Baptisms:  Melanie Maccri 
 
Funerals:  June Henning, Ted Pruyne, 
Melvin Johnson, Kathyrn Baltaitas, Robin 
Swartzes 
 
Weddings:  none 

May Food Collection 
 

Suggestions for this 

month: peanut butter, 

jelly, canned fruit, 

healthy snacks. As 

always, all items 

welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 

needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 

narthex. 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Ten of Fifteen) 

  
In each issue of The Chimes, the 

Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring you 
a fifteen-part series on the history of our 
congregation. The series will be broken down 
into ten year pieces, ending with 2010-2017. 
We hope you enjoy reading and learning. Not 
every tidbit of our history will fit into these 
articles, but we will do our best to highlight 
pioneers and visionaries who brought us to 
where we are today. 

1960-1970 
In the spring of 1960, the Church Men 

built a garage and a breezeway at the new 
parsonage. In September, a Saturday weekday 
school was established for grades one through 
8. The congregation also took its first steps 
toward obtaining a fulltime assistant pastor by 
calling seminarian Charles Ziegler to serve as a 
Sunday intern in 1961. Another 100 feet of 
property located behind the new parsonage was 
donated by one of the members in 1962, and an 
additional member donated one and one-half 
acres of land adjoining the cemetery grounds.  

In September 1962, a three-year course 
of catechism instruction was begun and St. 
Paul’s second Sunday intern, Scott Zanger, 
arrived. In October of that year, the 
congregation celebrated its seventy-fifth 
anniversary with a special commemorative 
worship service.  

With the formation of the Lutheran 
Church in America in 1962, St. Paul’s became 
one of the charter member congregations of 
that newly formed national Church 
denomination. Serious consideration was given 
towards securing a fulltime intern, but those 
efforts did not materialize. Sunday School 
teachers were needed. 

As our society changed in 1963 and 

1964 (the assassination of President Kennedy, 
the arrival of the Beatles in America, new 
legislation in the area of civil rights), the 
congregation continued to press forward 
toward our one hundredth year. In 1964, our 
church steeple was sheathed in aluminum and 
on October 11, the mission church at 
Pemberton (St. Mark’s) held its first service. 
Over time, over 100 men, women and children 
would transfer their membership from St. 
Paul’s to St. Mark’s, assuring the new 
congregation a strong start. Here at St. Paul’s, 
there was a need for more Sunday School 
teachers. 

During the first four months of 1965 a 
carillon was installed in the steeple (giving our 
church newsletter its name: The Chimes). A 
new church office was built, and both of these 
improvements came about because of a gift 
received from one of our members. This was 
also the year we began using individual 
communion cups instead of the common cup.  

On June 13, Pastor Schupp preached 
his final sermon as our pastor, concluding the 
longest pastorate up to that time: sixteen years. 
Under Pastor Schupp’s leadership, St. Paul’s 
grew from a rural congregation of 200 baptized 
members to a semi-urban congregation of 
1,400! Congregation assets grew in that time 
from $50,000 to over one-quarter of a million 
dollars. As an indication of our change in 
stature, in 1963, we were still holding an 
“Rogation Day”, a service of blessing of the 
seeds and the fields tilled by farmers. This 
stopped before the 1970s began. 

Pastor Roy Christensen began his 
pastorate here in September, moving into a 
completely refurbished parsonage (complete 
with full electric service!). Bible study was 
incorporated into every meeting of the 
Women’s Circles, the Church Men and the 
Luther League. After receiving a gift of 
$19,500, the congregation purchased 8 
additional acres of land adjacent to what was 
then the parking lot. This was also the year 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
The free 18th Annual Burlington County Senior Expo is 
Wednesday, May 24, 10 am to 2 pm at the Masonic 
Fellowship Center at 1114 Oxmead Road, east of the 
Masonic Home. Over two dozen organizations and county 
agencies are scheduled to be there to answer your 
questions and offer their services. A flier giving details is 
posted on the Senior Snippets bulletin board located left 
of the kitchen door in the church narthex. 
 
Alzheimers & Dementia Support Group Alzheimer Association Delaware Valley  
First Thursday of every month (free) Annual Dementia Conference: 
1:00—2:00 pm (May 4) Westin Hotel at the Forrestal Village,  
Second Thursday of each month (free) Princeton 
6:00—7:00 pm (May 11) - Learn from dynamic regional and 
Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility national dementia experts 
Contact: Deb Taylor 609-877-0555 - network with hundreds of family 
 caregivers and healthcare professional 
University of Pennsylvania Hospital Monday, June 5 
(HUP) Penn Memory Center’s Chief   For details contact:  
Mission is research.  You can participate Kristina.Pendergast@alz.org  
in a wide range of Alzheimer’s studies Or call the helpline at 800-272-3900 
and trials. For more information or  
questions go online—   
pennmemorycenter.org/research  
   
Alzheimer’s Caregiving Questions?  Call Clyde Z. at (609) 877-7671 
 
            
TIP OF THE MONTH-  Veterans: What is your health age?  Register with the VA and 
take the healtheliving assessment (HLA) as a step to improve your health.  It is an 
estimate of how healthy you are compared to others your age.  You will receive 
personalized reports on your health and risk of disease, as well as recommendations to 
lower risks.  HLA is available 24/7 on the My healthevet website.  It takes about 20 
minutes to complete.  Log on to your account or register at www.myhealth.va.gov. 
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Dear Friends at St. Paul’s, 
 
Thank you all very much for all the beautiful 
cards full of birthday wishes that everyone 
sent.  Your kindness made my dad feel so 
special!   
 
I really appreciate everyone taking time out of 
your busy lives to help him celebrate his 90th 
birthday. 
 
Daddy keeps saying to me—90 huh—no 
wonder I sleep all the time… Are you really 
sure I’m 90? 
 
Thank you again and blessings to everyone. 
 
Love, Deb Shaw (Walt Cliver’s daughter) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to thank my church family for all 
my cards and for keeping me in their prayers. 
 
Blessings always, 
Arlene Kaye 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We’d like to welcome the new 
members who were received in the 

congregation in April! 
 

Catherine Crockett 
Joan Muntz 
Ken Steel 

A Big Thank You! 

To all who baked, cooked and 

helped for the Maundy Thursday 

dinner, I want to thank you so 

much!  You made it a great success! 

God’s Blessings to you all, 

Evelyn Carmichael 
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that, for the first time, St. Paul’s met its 
benevolence quota of $12,000 – paid in full! 
There was a need for Sunday School teachers. 

At the annual meeting in January, 
1966, the congregation voted to apply for a 
fulltime seminary intern and in June, Clyde 
Haas and his family arrived at St. Paul’s to 
begin that internship. (Because the Guhns were 
on assignment in the South Pacific, they 
offered up their home as a residence for the 
Hass family.)  At that same annual meeting, it 
was decided to send the Philadelphia Seminary 
an $11,250 gift for their development fund, and 
to increase the size of our Council from 10 
members to 15. In the spring, one and a half 
acres of cemetery property were cleared and 
650 feet of fencing were installed. 

In 1966 
+ Confirmation ministry was changed to 7th, 8th 
and 9th grade, in compliance with new LCA 
guidelines, 
+ New choir gowns were purchased for the 
expanding Junior Choir, 
+ The gift of a tape recorder introduced a 
whole new facet to our shut-in ministries, 
+ The congregation met its benevolence quota 
for the second year in a row, 
+ St. Paul’s was chosen by the LCA to 
participate in a measurement of Christian 
growth among children. Sunday School 
superintendent Harold Gray and Hilda Phifer 
were involved in completing questionnaires, 
+ We considered entering a softball team in the 
Mt. Holly Softball league, 
+ Mother-Daughter banquet was held in June, 
+ The Halloween party was still being held, 
+ We sponsored Boy Scout Troop #114 and 
thought about sponsoring a Cub Scout troop, 
+ Advent dime folders were still in use,  
+ Mrs. Marge Stine, a local music teacher, was 
directing our Junior Choir, 
+ There was a need for Sunday School 
teachers. 

In 1967, the first “Century of Service”, 
the congregation received a gift of the 2 acres 

and the house we now use as the Mission 
House (at the back of the property). An old 
house, located on the adjoining eight acres, 
burned down in the spring and the acreage was 
cleared for future use. A diesel tractor was 
purchased to take care of our expanding 
property. The congregation also authorized the 
building of a three-room expansion to the 
parsonage.  

A Youth Rally for the youth in Mt. 
Holly was hosted by our Luther League. This 
was also the year that Irma Masters came to us 
as our church organist. The Needle and Thread 
group crafted an anniversary quilt. On August 
1, we welcomed Tommy Beaver and his wife 
as our second fulltime intern. 

On October 15, we held a mortgage 
burning during worship! Ingathering dinner, 
Advent dime folders, Lenten coin folders, 
clothing drives, food drives, Christmas gifts for 
underprivileged children – all these ministries 
continued. In addition, the ballfield was 
constructed by Arnold Shinn, Bob Horner and 
Walt Cliver, and a new church sign, designed 
by Bob Ritter, was donated and built by 
members of the congregation. Our first 
pictorial directory arrived this year! There was 
a need for Sunday School teachers. 

Amid the social upheaval of 1968 (the 
assassinations of Dr. King and Senator 
Kennedy, civil rights riots and demonstrations, 
growing demand for women’s rights), the 
congregation continued many of the ministries 
it had begun in this decade. The Needle and 
Thread began making blankets for Lutheran 
World Relief, a ministry that continues through 
today. A Lenten Chancel play was offered and 
that tradition continued for several more years. 
Over 200 attended the first one, making a ticket 
more expensive than a “Hamilton” ticket. St. 
Mark’s Lutheran was dedicated, and in 
September, intern David Berg arrived. Letters 
and care packages were sent to military 
personnel serving in Vietnam. 
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As humans walked on the moon for the 
first time, and the Mets won the World Series 
for the first time in the summer of 1969, our 
congregation maintained many of the 
ministries and traditions of our past. One new 
feature was the installation of a soda machine 
to prevent students (and adults) from running 
across Marne Highway to the service station 
across the street. One of our members, Robert 
Edwin, wrote a worship service called 
“Synergy” and it was used exclusively here at 
St. Paul’s. But some things didn’t change: 
Needle and Thread needed a new sewing 
machine, dime folders and Lenten coin folders 
were still used, there was a need for Sunday 
School teachers, the Ingathering Service still 
happened, a special collection was taken to 
support victims of Hurricane Camille, new 
intern Stephen Hirt arrived, and the church 
picnic was held. 
 With the arrival of 1970, one intern left 
(Hirt), our pastor resigned (Christensen), a new 
intern arrived (Ray Beaver) and Pastor David 
Mangiante was installed as our new pastor. 
More about all that next month.    

Grant Challenge 

 

Thank you to the many of 
you who responded to our 
“Grant Challenge” back 
in December. We had 
received a gift of 
$10,000, and challenged 

people in the congregation to make a one-
time only gift of fifty dollars to help us 
match that amount. (President Grant is on a 
fifty; we were asking for fifty as a 
“grant”…) At the final tally, you donated 
$8,940 toward the match! One behalf of all 
of the members of our Leadership Team, 

thank you for rising to this challenge! 

 

 

 

Heartsaver CPR/AED Certification 

A cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) course for lay community 

members who desire CPR certification, particularly those who might 

respond to emergencies in the workplace, will be conducted here at St. 

Paul’s on Saturday, June 17 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  This program 

requires advance registration. 

The Heartsaver CPR/AEd course teaches CPR, Automated External Defibrillator (AED) use, 

relief of choking in adults, children and infants, and the use of barrier devices. 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the Parish Health bulletin board in the narthex.  We will cap the 

registration at 18 participants. Cost per person will be $60.00 which includes the cost of a book. 

This course is appropriate for teens through adults.  Payment will be due by Sunday, May 28, 

and books will be distributed approximately two weeks before the course begins. 

If there are any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 893-6349. 
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Youth News 

At their last meeting the 
Senior Youth received 
information about the 
2018 Youth Gathering.  
Later they took a walking 
tour of the church 
grounds.  Wow, our 
property is big!  They 
ended their evening by 
cleaning up the cemetery.  

Some of the youth helped with the 
breakfast on Palm Sunday, and others 
assisted with the Easter Egg Hunt on Good 
Friday.  The Yard Sale was held Saturday, 
April 29, with a preview for church 
members on Friday evening.  The yard sale 
will help defray the cost of confirmation 
camp.  The group will help in pricing the 
items on Thursday evening and with the 
sales on Friday and Saturday.  Also, the 
Book and Bake Sale is May 20.  Upcoming 
meetings are May 21 and June 4 in the 
Study House. 

Reminder:  Anyone interested in 
applying for a campership, the 
application is due to the church office on 
May 1! 

Two of our youth are attending “Light of 
the World,” the middle school retreat at 
Camp Crossroads.  Thanks to Melissa 
Headrick for chaperoning.  Classes this 
month are May 3, 17 and 24.   

Confirmation Sunday is June 4  at the 11:00 
service.  Three students are attending 

Confirmation Camp from July 9-15.  
Thanks to Krissy Soltesz for chaperoning. 

 

 

NJ Synod 

Wurffel College Loan Fund 
 

Application forms are now available for 
the NJ Synod Wurffel College Loan Fund. 
Loans are for undergraduate study only. 
 
Any member of a NJ Synod, ELCA, 
congregation planning to attend or enrolled 
in a matriculated program of study in an 
accredited 4-year or 2-year college or 
university may apply. 
 
Priority of consideration is given on the 
basis of financial need and activity in the 
life of the church. Further information and 
application forms are available in the 
church office. 
 
Deadline for application is June 15. 

Youth and Family  
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Our Oldest Eggs  Present “I  Love Jesus Eggs” 

On Good Friday, Pastor Jost and Pastor Laura held a Good Friday children’s 
church service to celebrate Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  Following the service, the 
5th, 6th, and 7th grade Sunday School presented, “I Love Jesus Eggs!” to introduce seven 
symbols of Holy Week as well as the notion that the cross is way bigger than the biggest 
chocolate bunny known to man.  They also shared how to have a successful Easter Egg 
Hunt.  After the Egg Hunt, we sang, “Happy Cross Day” to Jesus and ate Cross Day 
Cake. 

There are three significant things that happened on this day among a lot of joy for the 
ultimate miracle God performed. 

First, our oldest eggs – our 5th, 6th, and 7th graders really shined in their presentation, “I 
Love Jesus Eggs”.  They were enthusiastic about presenting, and they cared about sharing 
what they know about Easter.  Not one…  Not two…  Not three… Not four...  Not even 
five…  Eight of St. Paul’s Sunday School kids successfully presented, “I Love Jesus 
Eggs!”  They remain interested in what Sunday School has to offer, and five of them have 
been coming to Sunday School all year.  The other three have been coming more recently.   
The Holy Spirit is always with us! 

Second, one of our 1st – 2nd grade Sunday School friends who comes to Sunday School 
every week, asked this question, “Why do we call it Good Friday when Jesus died on the 
Cross?  How is that good?”  Entire college semesters are designed around this question.  
Books have been written on this collective question.  What a profound, insightful 
question!  After my answer, I shared that his question showed how smart he was!  His 
question is an example of how deeply St. Pauls’ kids think about God. The Holy Spirit is 
alive and well among us!  

Third, many people assisted with the Egg Hunt in a variety of ways.  John and Kim Platt, 
Danielle, Evan and Hannah Schwarzmann, Ericka Soles, our 4th grade Sunday School 
friends, along with Tim Bozarth, Mike and Brenda O’Rourke, Linda Wittman, Karen 
Platt, Denisemarie Ramos and Krissy Soltesz instrumentally helped with our presentation 
and/or St. Pauls’ Egg Hunt to make it run smoothly.  Thanks to parents and grandparents 
for bringing our little people and volunteers to church!  The Holy Spirit lives in, through, 
and around us! 

On a final note, we found 837 “I Love Jesus Eggs”! 

At St. Paul’s, “We Remember Our Almighty Rock!  ROAR!” 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 

 

Sunday School—Our Oldest Eggs! 
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Music Matters  

May 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

“Moon Shadow” 

One of my favorite songs, ever since I was 
young enough to remember songs, is Moon 
Shadow by Cat Stevens. Some lyrics for you: 

“And if I ever lose my hands, lose my plough, 
lose my land, Oh if I ever lose my hands, Oh I 
won't have to work no more. And if I ever lose 
my eyes, if my colours all run dry, Yes if I ever 
lose my eyes, Oh if I won't have to cry no 
more.”  

In general, I love songs that make me look at 
life a little differently, and this song is great for 
that. Recently I’ve had a little less complaining 
in my life, and I’ve been feeling very grateful 
about it. I think Moon Shadow is all about 
being grateful, and we all know how important 
it is to be grateful. Years ago when my father 
was sick and dying, I constantly listened to a 
Matt Redman song called Blessed Be Your 
Name. Some Lyrics go like this: 

“In the land that is plentiful, where Your 
streams of abundance flow, Blessed be Your 
name. When I’m found in the desert place, 
though I walk through the wilderness, Blessed 
be Your name.” 

After my father’s funeral, my sister and I were 
surprised to discover that we both had been 
listening to this song everyday.  

Recently an adult piano student of mine was 
late to her lesson, because she had brought her 
son to a funeral that morning. Her son’s eleven 

year old friend’s father had just passed away 
from pancreatic cancer, and this same friend 
lost his mother to ovarian cancer when he was 
just two. Suddenly I am reminded to not 
complain about the passing of my father, but 
instead be grateful for the time we had 
together. 

My thesaurus says that the opposite of 
complaining is being happy and content, and 
for sure, the complainers I know are not happy 
or content. Still I can’t help thinking that the 
act of being continuously grateful is actually 
the opposite of complaining.  

So here is what I wanted to tell you about what 
I am continuously grateful for at St. Paul’s - the 
musicians. Music makes people happy, and I 
believe it is evident from any rehearsal you 
might attend. Not only do we make music, but 
also we are a group of friends. We pray 
together, and we laugh and fellowship together, 
including quite a few parties throughout the 
year. We celebrate birthdays, and we keep each 
other informed about worrisome concerns. 
Rehearsal is a time that everyone looks forward 
to, and people are often disappointed if we 
have to cancel. It’s a time to work, and a time 
to play, but it also serves to feed us spiritually.  
I love that about the groups I work with at St. 
Paul’s, and I’m sure Heather Wood, Jackie 
Smith, Pastor and Sandra Jost would agree.  

So if you make it out to a rehearsal because you 
are thinking of joining one of our musical 
groups, expect a lot of people who will be 
happy to see you and anxious to welcome you 
to the music family. God’s love is something to 
be continuously grateful for and gives us so 
many wonderful songs to sing.  

 

 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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The Little Tree 
Preschool News      
for May 

 

In an effort to move forward in 
our ministry, we have made the 
concerted decision to rename our 

beloved preschool.  As we have all recognized 
the difficulties of the past, and the shadow cast 
upon the reJOYce School name, please help us 
celebrate our new name:  The Little Tree 
Preschool: A Christian Ministry of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church effective immediately. 

Even though our name has changed, our 
dedication, warm and caring approach to your 
child’s growth and development, academically 
and spiritually, will always be our top priority.  
We appreciate your continued support in our 
desire to make this a premier preschool.  With 
new directorship, we look forward to 
welcoming new and returning families, as we 
plan for the upcoming 2017-2018 preschool 
year. 

We are grateful for the wonderful support all of 
you have given. 

Morning preschool sessions for the upcoming 
Fall 2017 are now available!  

The Little Tree preschool will offer a 
traditional half day schedule, 9am-12pm  

For enrollment information, please call 
Catherine Gillespie at 267-1443. 

Perhaps you know a family with a preschool-
aged child?  Feel free to share a brochure with 
them.  If not, perhaps you’d like to help send a 
child to The Little Tree Preschool by donating 
to our SCHOLARSHIP FUND.  In your 
giving-envelopes packet there is a special 
envelope this month for your donation.  What a 
generous way to share God’s Love! 

 

The annual Trike-A-Thon is coming this 
month!  On Friday, May 12, the parking lot will 
be blocked off for our preschool students to 
scoot, trike, or bike around and around to help 
raise funds for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital AND we’ll have family field day 
events going on as well.  It’s a great cause and 
the Little Tree Preschool is proud to help!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, May 18 

7:00 PM 

at Jeanne Lennox’s 

Book: Summer Rental 

By Mary Kay Andrews 

 
If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  
(609) 894-8089. 

 

May Card Shower 
 

 

John & Rina Johnson 
365 Springhill Road 

Skillman, NJ  
08558-1425 
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feet deep. The Windmill and Farm were 
completely destroyed, Flint cottages were 
severely damaged, and other houses in Offley 
suffered extensive blast damage.” 
 
SSgt. John S. Walters was buried in Cambridge 
American Cemetery and Memorial, Coton, 
South Cambridgeshire District, 
Cambridgeshire, England; Plot C, Row 0, 
Grave 8. 
 
 

Philip Spakosky of Brown’s Mills was born 
on May 14, 1979.  He graduated from 
Pemberton Township High School in 1997 
where his teachers described him as a quiet 
hardworking student.  During his senior year, 
he participated in the school’s business co-op 
program, attending classes in the morning and 
working at the Pemberton Township Police 
Department in the afternoon. 

Philip enlisted in the Army in January 2002 
and completed his basic training at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky.  He was an M-1 tank crewman 
assigned to the Army’s First Battalion, 37th 
Armor Regiment, First Armored Division (also 
known as “the Bandits”) based in Friedberg, 
Germany.  He was deployed to Iraq in May 
2003. 

Philip died on May 14, 2004 from injuries 
sustained the previous day in Karbala, Iraq.  He 
was shot by a suspected sniper during an 
uprising by a Shiite militia.  Approximately 
three hundred people attended his funeral 
service held at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Hainesport, N.J.  He is interred at 
the Brigadier General Wm. C. Doyle Memorial 
Veterans Cemetery in Wrightstown.  Philip 
was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, 
the Purple Heart, and the National Defense 
Service Medal. 

 

THE VETERANS WHO DIDN’T 
RETURN FROM THE WAR 

 
 

John S. Walters was born in 1910 to John 
Adam Walters and Julia Teale in Hainesport, 
New Jersey. He was the eldest of five 
children, and only son.  
 
John was confirmed at St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church on April 5, 1925.  
 
He worked as an automobile mechanic and in 
the manufacture of textiles. 
 
On April 16, 1929, John married Ruth Gager, 
and they appear in the 1930 Census living 
with his parents and sisters on Marne 
Highway. Their union produced a daughter, 
Barbara.  
 
On January 16, 1942, John married Dorothy 
W. Cowan. 
 
With the outbreak of World War II, John 
enlisted in the Army on May 7, 1942, and was 
eventually shipped to England. He was a Staff 
Sergeant in the U. S. Army Air Forces, 
serving with the 357th Fighter Squadron, 355th 
Fighter Group—Service #32267125. 
 
The following is a quote from a “Find A 
Grave” Memorial: 
 
“At 3pm on 8 January 1945 a US Army lorry 
carrying munitions [bombs] was involved in a 
road accident with a petrol tanker as it was 
passing Glebe Farm at the Flints in the village 
of Offley near Hitchin, Hertfordshire. The 
drivers managed to evacuate nearby residents, 
but a bus from Luton came round the corner 
just as an explosion occurred, killing bus 
passenger Staff Sergeant Walters and injuring 
21 others. The explosion was so severe that it 
made a crater on the road 50 feet wide and 14 
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VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 
 

BURIED IN ST. PAUL’S 
CEMETERY 

 

 

Franz Beer – Frank Beer (Americanized 
name) was born in Germany in 1825. He 
emigrated at the age of 27, arriving in 
Baltimore, Maryland on April 19, 1852 with 
his wife, Rosalie, age 26, and   sons Franz and 
August, ages 4 and 9 months, respectively. He 
was a baker. 
 
Frank Beer became a member of Grand Army 
of the Republic and served as a private in 
Company F of the 75th Regiment of the 
Pennsylvania Volunteers. He enlisted 
September 10, 1861 and was discharged 
September 1, 1865.  
 
It appears Frank was married again later in life 
to Fredericka Bischoff. He died January 17, 
1896. 
 
Christian Blankenheim – Christian 
Blankenheim was born in Germany in 1832. 
He appears in the 1870 U.S. Federal Census 
living in Lumberton with his wife, Mary, who 
was born in Ireland.  Later in life he married 
Catherine.  
 
Christian Blankenheim became a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic and was 
enrolled in the 34th New Jersey Volunteer 
Infantry on August 27, 1863, and was mustered 
in  as a private in Company C on September 
21, 1863. He served with the unit until July 1, 
1864 when he was transferred to the Veterans 
Reserve Corps. He served in the VRC until 
May 7, 1865, when he was discharged due to 
disability. He apparently also saw service with 
Company B of the 95th Pennsylvania Infantry. 
Christian died on November 25, 1902. His last 
name on the tombstone is spelled, 

“Blenkenhein,” but records show the correct 
spelling to be “Blankenheim.” 
 

 

THE VETERAN WHO DIED IN 
ACTION IN FRANCE 

 

Wilhelm Caspar Greifzu was born on June 
21, 1897 to Johann Heinrich Adam Greifzu and 
Anna Barbara Oswald. He was baptized at St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church on 
September 26, 1897. 
 
A year after William’s birth, his mother died.  
 
According to the 1900 Census, William and his 
father lived with his paternal grandparents, 
Adam and Sophia Greifzu, in Lumberton, New 
Jersey. 
 
On July 30, 1909, William’s father died at the 
age of 52. The young boy was only 12 years 
old and now an orphan. 
 
He was sent to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
where he lived with his mother’s brother and 
his wife, Jacob and Anna Oswald, at 7036 
Paschall Avenue.  
 
William became a member of the United States 
Army, and on August 7, 1917, he departed 
from Hoboken, New Jersey on the ship, 
“Finland,” for the war front.  His unit was 
Company A of the 1st Engineers.  
 
On May 16, 1918, while serving in France, 
Corporal Greifzu succumbed to injuries he 
received in battle near Cantigny. He was 37 
days shy of his 21st birthday. 
 
While his name appears on his parents’ 
tombstone in St. Paul’s Cemetery, Corporal 
Greifzu is buried in Oise-Aisne American 
Cemetery, Plot A, Row 32, Grave 27, in Fere-
en-Tardenois, France. 
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A Beautiful Sight to Behold 
 
Have you ever noticed how beautiful our chuch 
is—and the property behind it?  The church 
steeple, for example, reaching for the sky?  
What a beautiful sight to behold! 

And the magnificent trees as they display their 
beautiful blossoms in the spring—and the 
multicolored leaves in the fall. What a 
beautiful sight to behold! 

And suddenly, the gorgeous flowers to 
welcome you as you enter the narthex from the 
parking lot.  And the green grass rug-like 
carpet surrounding the church?  Where else 
does one see such a beautiful church campus. 

Indeed, a sight to behold. 

Now let’s go inside. 

You can hear it before you see it.  Dozens of 
worshippers greeting each other with smiles 
and hugs.   

If you have a few minute before worship 
services begin on Sunday mornings, have a 
peek inside the parish hall and enjoy how 
deeply absorbed the Sunday School children 
are in the lessons being taught by Beverly 
Grazioli, Krissy Soltesz and others.  The 
children are totally locked in. A beautiful sight 
to see. 

And so it is on Sunday mornings, when Jackie 
Smith, the children’s choir director, is on her 
knees directing the children’s choir before her 
as they sing to God’s glory. What a beautiful 
sight to behold! 

On a Monday morning recently, I just had to 
stop for a few minutes outside the Chapel 
where Pastor Jost was teaching a group of 
reJOYce children scattered on the floor before 
him.  One could see how deeply absorbed the 

children were, all ears as they listened 
carefully.  I thought: What a beautiful sight to 
behold! 

Similarly, one morning as  reJOYce teacher 
was shepherding her flock across the parking 
lot drive to the playground behind the study 
house, teaching them to look both ways—a 
beautiful sight to behold indeed. 

All of this puts me in mind of a framed picture 
I remember fondly hanging in the Sunday 
School room when I was a boy. It was a picture 
of Jesus holding a lamb in his arms. It brought 
to mind a song we all sang as children—and 
still do. 

Jesus loves the little children, 
All the children of the world  -  

Red and yellow, black and white; 
They’re all precious in His sight. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 
 

One of my favorites, and perhaps one of yours 
as well. 

We all love to hold our children in our arms, 
just as Jesus did some years ago. It’s a 
beautiful sight to behold. 

 

Dave Pagenkopf 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  6:30 PM Girl Scouts (SH) 
  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:30 PM Bell Choir (S) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

2 

10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
6:30 PM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

3 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 

4 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 

6:30 Ark Angels 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 Christus Choir (MR) 

5 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

6 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

Blanket Weekend 

7 

 8:00 AM Worship 

 9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:00 PM Senior Luncheon (PH) 

 7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 
 
Blanket Weekend 

8 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:30 PM Bell Choir (S) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

9 

6:30 PM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Property Mtg (MR) 
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

10 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

11 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 

6:30 Ark Angels 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 Christus Choir (MR) 

12 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

13 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

14 

 

 8:00 AM Worship 

 9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 

15 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:30 PM Bell Choir (S) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 
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6:30 PM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM Council Meeting (MR)  

17 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
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6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 

6:30 Ark Angels 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 Christus Choir (MR) 
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8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

20 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

Book & Bake Sale 
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 8:00 AM Worship 

 9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
 6:30 PM Sr Hi Youth (SH) 
 
Book & Bake Sale 
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  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 
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6:30 PM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

24 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
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6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 

6:30 Ark Angels 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 Christus Choir (MR) 

26 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

9:00 PM Chimes Assembly 

27 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

Shaped for Serving 
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 8:00 AM Worship 

 9:30 AM Worship 
 11:00 AM Worship 
 
Shaped for Serving 

29 

Memorial Day—Church    

Office Closed 

 

7:00 PM AA (PH) 
 8:30 PM NA (M) 

30 

10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
6:30 PM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

31 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

 
Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 

20
17
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VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 
 

BURIED IN ST. PAUL’S 
CEMETERY 

 

 

Franz Beer – Frank Beer (Americanized 
name) was born in Germany in 1825. He 
emigrated at the age of 27, arriving in 
Baltimore, Maryland on April 19, 1852 with 
his wife, Rosalie, age 26, and   sons Franz and 
August, ages 4 and 9 months, respectively. He 
was a baker. 
 
Frank Beer became a member of Grand Army 
of the Republic and served as a private in 
Company F of the 75th Regiment of the 
Pennsylvania Volunteers. He enlisted 
September 10, 1861 and was discharged 
September 1, 1865.  
 
It appears Frank was married again later in life 
to Fredericka Bischoff. He died January 17, 
1896. 
 
Christian Blankenheim – Christian 
Blankenheim was born in Germany in 1832. 
He appears in the 1870 U.S. Federal Census 
living in Lumberton with his wife, Mary, who 
was born in Ireland.  Later in life he married 
Catherine.  
 
Christian Blankenheim became a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic and was 
enrolled in the 34th New Jersey Volunteer 
Infantry on August 27, 1863, and was mustered 
in  as a private in Company C on September 
21, 1863. He served with the unit until July 1, 
1864 when he was transferred to the Veterans 
Reserve Corps. He served in the VRC until 
May 7, 1865, when he was discharged due to 
disability. He apparently also saw service with 
Company B of the 95th Pennsylvania Infantry. 
Christian died on November 25, 1902. His last 
name on the tombstone is spelled, 

“Blenkenhein,” but records show the correct 
spelling to be “Blankenheim.” 
 

 

THE VETERAN WHO DIED IN 
ACTION IN FRANCE 

 

Wilhelm Caspar Greifzu was born on June 
21, 1897 to Johann Heinrich Adam Greifzu and 
Anna Barbara Oswald. He was baptized at St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church on 
September 26, 1897. 
 
A year after William’s birth, his mother died.  
 
According to the 1900 Census, William and his 
father lived with his paternal grandparents, 
Adam and Sophia Greifzu, in Lumberton, New 
Jersey. 
 
On July 30, 1909, William’s father died at the 
age of 52. The young boy was only 12 years 
old and now an orphan. 
 
He was sent to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
where he lived with his mother’s brother and 
his wife, Jacob and Anna Oswald, at 7036 
Paschall Avenue.  
 
William became a member of the United States 
Army, and on August 7, 1917, he departed 
from Hoboken, New Jersey on the ship, 
“Finland,” for the war front.  His unit was 
Company A of the 1st Engineers.  
 
On May 16, 1918, while serving in France, 
Corporal Greifzu succumbed to injuries he 
received in battle near Cantigny. He was 37 
days shy of his 21st birthday. 
 
While his name appears on his parents’ 
tombstone in St. Paul’s Cemetery, Corporal 
Greifzu is buried in Oise-Aisne American 
Cemetery, Plot A, Row 32, Grave 27, in Fere-
en-Tardenois, France. 
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A Beautiful Sight to Behold 
 
Have you ever noticed how beautiful our chuch 
is—and the property behind it?  The church 
steeple, for example, reaching for the sky?  
What a beautiful sight to behold! 

And the magnificent trees as they display their 
beautiful blossoms in the spring—and the 
multicolored leaves in the fall. What a 
beautiful sight to behold! 

And suddenly, the gorgeous flowers to 
welcome you as you enter the narthex from the 
parking lot.  And the green grass rug-like 
carpet surrounding the church?  Where else 
does one see such a beautiful church campus. 

Indeed, a sight to behold. 

Now let’s go inside. 

You can hear it before you see it.  Dozens of 
worshippers greeting each other with smiles 
and hugs.   

If you have a few minute before worship 
services begin on Sunday mornings, have a 
peek inside the parish hall and enjoy how 
deeply absorbed the Sunday School children 
are in the lessons being taught by Beverly 
Grazioli, Krissy Soltesz and others.  The 
children are totally locked in. A beautiful sight 
to see. 

And so it is on Sunday mornings, when Jackie 
Smith, the children’s choir director, is on her 
knees directing the children’s choir before her 
as they sing to God’s glory. What a beautiful 
sight to behold! 

On a Monday morning recently, I just had to 
stop for a few minutes outside the Chapel 
where Pastor Jost was teaching a group of 
reJOYce children scattered on the floor before 
him.  One could see how deeply absorbed the 

children were, all ears as they listened 
carefully.  I thought: What a beautiful sight to 
behold! 

Similarly, one morning as  reJOYce teacher 
was shepherding her flock across the parking 
lot drive to the playground behind the study 
house, teaching them to look both ways—a 
beautiful sight to behold indeed. 

All of this puts me in mind of a framed picture 
I remember fondly hanging in the Sunday 
School room when I was a boy. It was a picture 
of Jesus holding a lamb in his arms. It brought 
to mind a song we all sang as children—and 
still do. 

Jesus loves the little children, 
All the children of the world  -  

Red and yellow, black and white; 
They’re all precious in His sight. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 
 

One of my favorites, and perhaps one of yours 
as well. 

We all love to hold our children in our arms, 
just as Jesus did some years ago. It’s a 
beautiful sight to behold. 

 

Dave Pagenkopf 
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The Little Tree 
Preschool News      
for May 

 

In an effort to move forward in 
our ministry, we have made the 
concerted decision to rename our 

beloved preschool.  As we have all recognized 
the difficulties of the past, and the shadow cast 
upon the reJOYce School name, please help us 
celebrate our new name:  The Little Tree 
Preschool: A Christian Ministry of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church effective immediately. 

Even though our name has changed, our 
dedication, warm and caring approach to your 
child’s growth and development, academically 
and spiritually, will always be our top priority.  
We appreciate your continued support in our 
desire to make this a premier preschool.  With 
new directorship, we look forward to 
welcoming new and returning families, as we 
plan for the upcoming 2017-2018 preschool 
year. 

We are grateful for the wonderful support all of 
you have given. 

Morning preschool sessions for the upcoming 
Fall 2017 are now available!  

The Little Tree preschool will offer a 
traditional half day schedule, 9am-12pm  

For enrollment information, please call 
Catherine Gillespie at 267-1443. 

Perhaps you know a family with a preschool-
aged child?  Feel free to share a brochure with 
them.  If not, perhaps you’d like to help send a 
child to The Little Tree Preschool by donating 
to our SCHOLARSHIP FUND.  In your 
giving-envelopes packet there is a special 
envelope this month for your donation.  What a 
generous way to share God’s Love! 

 

The annual Trike-A-Thon is coming this 
month!  On Friday, May 12, the parking lot will 
be blocked off for our preschool students to 
scoot, trike, or bike around and around to help 
raise funds for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital AND we’ll have family field day 
events going on as well.  It’s a great cause and 
the Little Tree Preschool is proud to help!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, May 18 

7:00 PM 

at Jeanne Lennox’s 

Book: Summer Rental 

By Mary Kay Andrews 

 
If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  
(609) 894-8089. 

 

May Card Shower 
 

 

John & Rina Johnson 
365 Springhill Road 

Skillman, NJ  
08558-1425 
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feet deep. The Windmill and Farm were 
completely destroyed, Flint cottages were 
severely damaged, and other houses in Offley 
suffered extensive blast damage.” 
 
SSgt. John S. Walters was buried in Cambridge 
American Cemetery and Memorial, Coton, 
South Cambridgeshire District, 
Cambridgeshire, England; Plot C, Row 0, 
Grave 8. 
 
 

Philip Spakosky of Brown’s Mills was born 
on May 14, 1979.  He graduated from 
Pemberton Township High School in 1997 
where his teachers described him as a quiet 
hardworking student.  During his senior year, 
he participated in the school’s business co-op 
program, attending classes in the morning and 
working at the Pemberton Township Police 
Department in the afternoon. 

Philip enlisted in the Army in January 2002 
and completed his basic training at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky.  He was an M-1 tank crewman 
assigned to the Army’s First Battalion, 37th 
Armor Regiment, First Armored Division (also 
known as “the Bandits”) based in Friedberg, 
Germany.  He was deployed to Iraq in May 
2003. 

Philip died on May 14, 2004 from injuries 
sustained the previous day in Karbala, Iraq.  He 
was shot by a suspected sniper during an 
uprising by a Shiite militia.  Approximately 
three hundred people attended his funeral 
service held at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Hainesport, N.J.  He is interred at 
the Brigadier General Wm. C. Doyle Memorial 
Veterans Cemetery in Wrightstown.  Philip 
was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, 
the Purple Heart, and the National Defense 
Service Medal. 

 

THE VETERANS WHO DIDN’T 
RETURN FROM THE WAR 

 
 

John S. Walters was born in 1910 to John 
Adam Walters and Julia Teale in Hainesport, 
New Jersey. He was the eldest of five 
children, and only son.  
 
John was confirmed at St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church on April 5, 1925.  
 
He worked as an automobile mechanic and in 
the manufacture of textiles. 
 
On April 16, 1929, John married Ruth Gager, 
and they appear in the 1930 Census living 
with his parents and sisters on Marne 
Highway. Their union produced a daughter, 
Barbara.  
 
On January 16, 1942, John married Dorothy 
W. Cowan. 
 
With the outbreak of World War II, John 
enlisted in the Army on May 7, 1942, and was 
eventually shipped to England. He was a Staff 
Sergeant in the U. S. Army Air Forces, 
serving with the 357th Fighter Squadron, 355th 
Fighter Group—Service #32267125. 
 
The following is a quote from a “Find A 
Grave” Memorial: 
 
“At 3pm on 8 January 1945 a US Army lorry 
carrying munitions [bombs] was involved in a 
road accident with a petrol tanker as it was 
passing Glebe Farm at the Flints in the village 
of Offley near Hitchin, Hertfordshire. The 
drivers managed to evacuate nearby residents, 
but a bus from Luton came round the corner 
just as an explosion occurred, killing bus 
passenger Staff Sergeant Walters and injuring 
21 others. The explosion was so severe that it 
made a crater on the road 50 feet wide and 14 
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Our Oldest Eggs  Present “I  Love Jesus Eggs” 

On Good Friday, Pastor Jost and Pastor Laura held a Good Friday children’s 
church service to celebrate Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  Following the service, the 
5th, 6th, and 7th grade Sunday School presented, “I Love Jesus Eggs!” to introduce seven 
symbols of Holy Week as well as the notion that the cross is way bigger than the biggest 
chocolate bunny known to man.  They also shared how to have a successful Easter Egg 
Hunt.  After the Egg Hunt, we sang, “Happy Cross Day” to Jesus and ate Cross Day 
Cake. 

There are three significant things that happened on this day among a lot of joy for the 
ultimate miracle God performed. 

First, our oldest eggs – our 5th, 6th, and 7th graders really shined in their presentation, “I 
Love Jesus Eggs”.  They were enthusiastic about presenting, and they cared about sharing 
what they know about Easter.  Not one…  Not two…  Not three… Not four...  Not even 
five…  Eight of St. Paul’s Sunday School kids successfully presented, “I Love Jesus 
Eggs!”  They remain interested in what Sunday School has to offer, and five of them have 
been coming to Sunday School all year.  The other three have been coming more recently.   
The Holy Spirit is always with us! 

Second, one of our 1st – 2nd grade Sunday School friends who comes to Sunday School 
every week, asked this question, “Why do we call it Good Friday when Jesus died on the 
Cross?  How is that good?”  Entire college semesters are designed around this question.  
Books have been written on this collective question.  What a profound, insightful 
question!  After my answer, I shared that his question showed how smart he was!  His 
question is an example of how deeply St. Pauls’ kids think about God. The Holy Spirit is 
alive and well among us!  

Third, many people assisted with the Egg Hunt in a variety of ways.  John and Kim Platt, 
Danielle, Evan and Hannah Schwarzmann, Ericka Soles, our 4th grade Sunday School 
friends, along with Tim Bozarth, Mike and Brenda O’Rourke, Linda Wittman, Karen 
Platt, Denisemarie Ramos and Krissy Soltesz instrumentally helped with our presentation 
and/or St. Pauls’ Egg Hunt to make it run smoothly.  Thanks to parents and grandparents 
for bringing our little people and volunteers to church!  The Holy Spirit lives in, through, 
and around us! 

On a final note, we found 837 “I Love Jesus Eggs”! 

At St. Paul’s, “We Remember Our Almighty Rock!  ROAR!” 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 

 

Sunday School—Our Oldest Eggs! 
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Music Matters  

May 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

“Moon Shadow” 

One of my favorite songs, ever since I was 
young enough to remember songs, is Moon 
Shadow by Cat Stevens. Some lyrics for you: 

“And if I ever lose my hands, lose my plough, 
lose my land, Oh if I ever lose my hands, Oh I 
won't have to work no more. And if I ever lose 
my eyes, if my colours all run dry, Yes if I ever 
lose my eyes, Oh if I won't have to cry no 
more.”  

In general, I love songs that make me look at 
life a little differently, and this song is great for 
that. Recently I’ve had a little less complaining 
in my life, and I’ve been feeling very grateful 
about it. I think Moon Shadow is all about 
being grateful, and we all know how important 
it is to be grateful. Years ago when my father 
was sick and dying, I constantly listened to a 
Matt Redman song called Blessed Be Your 
Name. Some Lyrics go like this: 

“In the land that is plentiful, where Your 
streams of abundance flow, Blessed be Your 
name. When I’m found in the desert place, 
though I walk through the wilderness, Blessed 
be Your name.” 

After my father’s funeral, my sister and I were 
surprised to discover that we both had been 
listening to this song everyday.  

Recently an adult piano student of mine was 
late to her lesson, because she had brought her 
son to a funeral that morning. Her son’s eleven 

year old friend’s father had just passed away 
from pancreatic cancer, and this same friend 
lost his mother to ovarian cancer when he was 
just two. Suddenly I am reminded to not 
complain about the passing of my father, but 
instead be grateful for the time we had 
together. 

My thesaurus says that the opposite of 
complaining is being happy and content, and 
for sure, the complainers I know are not happy 
or content. Still I can’t help thinking that the 
act of being continuously grateful is actually 
the opposite of complaining.  

So here is what I wanted to tell you about what 
I am continuously grateful for at St. Paul’s - the 
musicians. Music makes people happy, and I 
believe it is evident from any rehearsal you 
might attend. Not only do we make music, but 
also we are a group of friends. We pray 
together, and we laugh and fellowship together, 
including quite a few parties throughout the 
year. We celebrate birthdays, and we keep each 
other informed about worrisome concerns. 
Rehearsal is a time that everyone looks forward 
to, and people are often disappointed if we 
have to cancel. It’s a time to work, and a time 
to play, but it also serves to feed us spiritually.  
I love that about the groups I work with at St. 
Paul’s, and I’m sure Heather Wood, Jackie 
Smith, Pastor and Sandra Jost would agree.  

So if you make it out to a rehearsal because you 
are thinking of joining one of our musical 
groups, expect a lot of people who will be 
happy to see you and anxious to welcome you 
to the music family. God’s love is something to 
be continuously grateful for and gives us so 
many wonderful songs to sing.  

 

 

mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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As humans walked on the moon for the 
first time, and the Mets won the World Series 
for the first time in the summer of 1969, our 
congregation maintained many of the 
ministries and traditions of our past. One new 
feature was the installation of a soda machine 
to prevent students (and adults) from running 
across Marne Highway to the service station 
across the street. One of our members, Robert 
Edwin, wrote a worship service called 
“Synergy” and it was used exclusively here at 
St. Paul’s. But some things didn’t change: 
Needle and Thread needed a new sewing 
machine, dime folders and Lenten coin folders 
were still used, there was a need for Sunday 
School teachers, the Ingathering Service still 
happened, a special collection was taken to 
support victims of Hurricane Camille, new 
intern Stephen Hirt arrived, and the church 
picnic was held. 
 With the arrival of 1970, one intern left 
(Hirt), our pastor resigned (Christensen), a new 
intern arrived (Ray Beaver) and Pastor David 
Mangiante was installed as our new pastor. 
More about all that next month.    

Grant Challenge 

 

Thank you to the many of 
you who responded to our 
“Grant Challenge” back 
in December. We had 
received a gift of 
$10,000, and challenged 

people in the congregation to make a one-
time only gift of fifty dollars to help us 
match that amount. (President Grant is on a 
fifty; we were asking for fifty as a 
“grant”…) At the final tally, you donated 
$8,940 toward the match! One behalf of all 
of the members of our Leadership Team, 

thank you for rising to this challenge! 

 

 

 

Heartsaver CPR/AED Certification 

A cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) course for lay community 

members who desire CPR certification, particularly those who might 

respond to emergencies in the workplace, will be conducted here at St. 

Paul’s on Saturday, June 17 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  This program 

requires advance registration. 

The Heartsaver CPR/AEd course teaches CPR, Automated External Defibrillator (AED) use, 

relief of choking in adults, children and infants, and the use of barrier devices. 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the Parish Health bulletin board in the narthex.  We will cap the 

registration at 18 participants. Cost per person will be $60.00 which includes the cost of a book. 

This course is appropriate for teens through adults.  Payment will be due by Sunday, May 28, 

and books will be distributed approximately two weeks before the course begins. 

If there are any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 893-6349. 
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Youth News 

At their last meeting the 
Senior Youth received 
information about the 
2018 Youth Gathering.  
Later they took a walking 
tour of the church 
grounds.  Wow, our 
property is big!  They 
ended their evening by 
cleaning up the cemetery.  

Some of the youth helped with the 
breakfast on Palm Sunday, and others 
assisted with the Easter Egg Hunt on Good 
Friday.  The Yard Sale was held Saturday, 
April 29, with a preview for church 
members on Friday evening.  The yard sale 
will help defray the cost of confirmation 
camp.  The group will help in pricing the 
items on Thursday evening and with the 
sales on Friday and Saturday.  Also, the 
Book and Bake Sale is May 20.  Upcoming 
meetings are May 21 and June 4 in the 
Study House. 

Reminder:  Anyone interested in 
applying for a campership, the 
application is due to the church office on 
May 1! 

Two of our youth are attending “Light of 
the World,” the middle school retreat at 
Camp Crossroads.  Thanks to Melissa 
Headrick for chaperoning.  Classes this 
month are May 3, 17 and 24.   

Confirmation Sunday is June 4  at the 11:00 
service.  Three students are attending 

Confirmation Camp from July 9-15.  
Thanks to Krissy Soltesz for chaperoning. 

 

 

NJ Synod 

Wurffel College Loan Fund 
 

Application forms are now available for 
the NJ Synod Wurffel College Loan Fund. 
Loans are for undergraduate study only. 
 
Any member of a NJ Synod, ELCA, 
congregation planning to attend or enrolled 
in a matriculated program of study in an 
accredited 4-year or 2-year college or 
university may apply. 
 
Priority of consideration is given on the 
basis of financial need and activity in the 
life of the church. Further information and 
application forms are available in the 
church office. 
 
Deadline for application is June 15. 

Youth and Family  
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Dear Friends at St. Paul’s, 
 
Thank you all very much for all the beautiful 
cards full of birthday wishes that everyone 
sent.  Your kindness made my dad feel so 
special!   
 
I really appreciate everyone taking time out of 
your busy lives to help him celebrate his 90th 
birthday. 
 
Daddy keeps saying to me—90 huh—no 
wonder I sleep all the time… Are you really 
sure I’m 90? 
 
Thank you again and blessings to everyone. 
 
Love, Deb Shaw (Walt Cliver’s daughter) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to thank my church family for all 
my cards and for keeping me in their prayers. 
 
Blessings always, 
Arlene Kaye 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We’d like to welcome the new 
members who were received in the 

congregation in April! 
 

Catherine Crockett 
Joan Muntz 
Ken Steel 

A Big Thank You! 

To all who baked, cooked and 

helped for the Maundy Thursday 

dinner, I want to thank you so 

much!  You made it a great success! 

God’s Blessings to you all, 

Evelyn Carmichael 
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that, for the first time, St. Paul’s met its 
benevolence quota of $12,000 – paid in full! 
There was a need for Sunday School teachers. 

At the annual meeting in January, 
1966, the congregation voted to apply for a 
fulltime seminary intern and in June, Clyde 
Haas and his family arrived at St. Paul’s to 
begin that internship. (Because the Guhns were 
on assignment in the South Pacific, they 
offered up their home as a residence for the 
Hass family.)  At that same annual meeting, it 
was decided to send the Philadelphia Seminary 
an $11,250 gift for their development fund, and 
to increase the size of our Council from 10 
members to 15. In the spring, one and a half 
acres of cemetery property were cleared and 
650 feet of fencing were installed. 

In 1966 
+ Confirmation ministry was changed to 7th, 8th 
and 9th grade, in compliance with new LCA 
guidelines, 
+ New choir gowns were purchased for the 
expanding Junior Choir, 
+ The gift of a tape recorder introduced a 
whole new facet to our shut-in ministries, 
+ The congregation met its benevolence quota 
for the second year in a row, 
+ St. Paul’s was chosen by the LCA to 
participate in a measurement of Christian 
growth among children. Sunday School 
superintendent Harold Gray and Hilda Phifer 
were involved in completing questionnaires, 
+ We considered entering a softball team in the 
Mt. Holly Softball league, 
+ Mother-Daughter banquet was held in June, 
+ The Halloween party was still being held, 
+ We sponsored Boy Scout Troop #114 and 
thought about sponsoring a Cub Scout troop, 
+ Advent dime folders were still in use,  
+ Mrs. Marge Stine, a local music teacher, was 
directing our Junior Choir, 
+ There was a need for Sunday School 
teachers. 

In 1967, the first “Century of Service”, 
the congregation received a gift of the 2 acres 

and the house we now use as the Mission 
House (at the back of the property). An old 
house, located on the adjoining eight acres, 
burned down in the spring and the acreage was 
cleared for future use. A diesel tractor was 
purchased to take care of our expanding 
property. The congregation also authorized the 
building of a three-room expansion to the 
parsonage.  

A Youth Rally for the youth in Mt. 
Holly was hosted by our Luther League. This 
was also the year that Irma Masters came to us 
as our church organist. The Needle and Thread 
group crafted an anniversary quilt. On August 
1, we welcomed Tommy Beaver and his wife 
as our second fulltime intern. 

On October 15, we held a mortgage 
burning during worship! Ingathering dinner, 
Advent dime folders, Lenten coin folders, 
clothing drives, food drives, Christmas gifts for 
underprivileged children – all these ministries 
continued. In addition, the ballfield was 
constructed by Arnold Shinn, Bob Horner and 
Walt Cliver, and a new church sign, designed 
by Bob Ritter, was donated and built by 
members of the congregation. Our first 
pictorial directory arrived this year! There was 
a need for Sunday School teachers. 

Amid the social upheaval of 1968 (the 
assassinations of Dr. King and Senator 
Kennedy, civil rights riots and demonstrations, 
growing demand for women’s rights), the 
congregation continued many of the ministries 
it had begun in this decade. The Needle and 
Thread began making blankets for Lutheran 
World Relief, a ministry that continues through 
today. A Lenten Chancel play was offered and 
that tradition continued for several more years. 
Over 200 attended the first one, making a ticket 
more expensive than a “Hamilton” ticket. St. 
Mark’s Lutheran was dedicated, and in 
September, intern David Berg arrived. Letters 
and care packages were sent to military 
personnel serving in Vietnam. 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Ten of Fifteen) 

  
In each issue of The Chimes, the 

Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring you 
a fifteen-part series on the history of our 
congregation. The series will be broken down 
into ten year pieces, ending with 2010-2017. 
We hope you enjoy reading and learning. Not 
every tidbit of our history will fit into these 
articles, but we will do our best to highlight 
pioneers and visionaries who brought us to 
where we are today. 

1960-1970 
In the spring of 1960, the Church Men 

built a garage and a breezeway at the new 
parsonage. In September, a Saturday weekday 
school was established for grades one through 
8. The congregation also took its first steps 
toward obtaining a fulltime assistant pastor by 
calling seminarian Charles Ziegler to serve as a 
Sunday intern in 1961. Another 100 feet of 
property located behind the new parsonage was 
donated by one of the members in 1962, and an 
additional member donated one and one-half 
acres of land adjoining the cemetery grounds.  

In September 1962, a three-year course 
of catechism instruction was begun and St. 
Paul’s second Sunday intern, Scott Zanger, 
arrived. In October of that year, the 
congregation celebrated its seventy-fifth 
anniversary with a special commemorative 
worship service.  

With the formation of the Lutheran 
Church in America in 1962, St. Paul’s became 
one of the charter member congregations of 
that newly formed national Church 
denomination. Serious consideration was given 
towards securing a fulltime intern, but those 
efforts did not materialize. Sunday School 
teachers were needed. 

As our society changed in 1963 and 

1964 (the assassination of President Kennedy, 
the arrival of the Beatles in America, new 
legislation in the area of civil rights), the 
congregation continued to press forward 
toward our one hundredth year. In 1964, our 
church steeple was sheathed in aluminum and 
on October 11, the mission church at 
Pemberton (St. Mark’s) held its first service. 
Over time, over 100 men, women and children 
would transfer their membership from St. 
Paul’s to St. Mark’s, assuring the new 
congregation a strong start. Here at St. Paul’s, 
there was a need for more Sunday School 
teachers. 

During the first four months of 1965 a 
carillon was installed in the steeple (giving our 
church newsletter its name: The Chimes). A 
new church office was built, and both of these 
improvements came about because of a gift 
received from one of our members. This was 
also the year we began using individual 
communion cups instead of the common cup.  

On June 13, Pastor Schupp preached 
his final sermon as our pastor, concluding the 
longest pastorate up to that time: sixteen years. 
Under Pastor Schupp’s leadership, St. Paul’s 
grew from a rural congregation of 200 baptized 
members to a semi-urban congregation of 
1,400! Congregation assets grew in that time 
from $50,000 to over one-quarter of a million 
dollars. As an indication of our change in 
stature, in 1963, we were still holding an 
“Rogation Day”, a service of blessing of the 
seeds and the fields tilled by farmers. This 
stopped before the 1970s began. 

Pastor Roy Christensen began his 
pastorate here in September, moving into a 
completely refurbished parsonage (complete 
with full electric service!). Bible study was 
incorporated into every meeting of the 
Women’s Circles, the Church Men and the 
Luther League. After receiving a gift of 
$19,500, the congregation purchased 8 
additional acres of land adjacent to what was 
then the parking lot. This was also the year 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

 
The free 18th Annual Burlington County Senior Expo is 
Wednesday, May 24, 10 am to 2 pm at the Masonic 
Fellowship Center at 1114 Oxmead Road, east of the 
Masonic Home. Over two dozen organizations and county 
agencies are scheduled to be there to answer your 
questions and offer their services. A flier giving details is 
posted on the Senior Snippets bulletin board located left 
of the kitchen door in the church narthex. 
 
Alzheimers & Dementia Support Group Alzheimer Association Delaware Valley  
First Thursday of every month (free) Annual Dementia Conference: 
1:00—2:00 pm (May 4) Westin Hotel at the Forrestal Village,  
Second Thursday of each month (free) Princeton 
6:00—7:00 pm (May 11) - Learn from dynamic regional and 
Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility national dementia experts 
Contact: Deb Taylor 609-877-0555 - network with hundreds of family 
 caregivers and healthcare professional 
University of Pennsylvania Hospital Monday, June 5 
(HUP) Penn Memory Center’s Chief   For details contact:  
Mission is research.  You can participate Kristina.Pendergast@alz.org  
in a wide range of Alzheimer’s studies Or call the helpline at 800-272-3900 
and trials. For more information or  
questions go online—   
pennmemorycenter.org/research  
   
Alzheimer’s Caregiving Questions?  Call Clyde Z. at (609) 877-7671 
 
            
TIP OF THE MONTH-  Veterans: What is your health age?  Register with the VA and 
take the healtheliving assessment (HLA) as a step to improve your health.  It is an 
estimate of how healthy you are compared to others your age.  You will receive 
personalized reports on your health and risk of disease, as well as recommendations to 
lower risks.  HLA is available 24/7 on the My healthevet website.  It takes about 20 
minutes to complete.  Log on to your account or register at www.myhealth.va.gov. 
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Stewardship - 

Living in a 

Culture of  

Generosity 

 

Five Great Reasons to Give 
 

By Louise Hikade 

1.  You are not your own, you were bought at 
a price. 1 Corinthians 6: 19b – 20a 

Giving reminds us of who we are and why we 
are here. We are all stewards, caring for 
someone else’s property. We belong to God. 
He created everything and He owns everything. 
We are stewards of what God has given us to 
manage. Lord, helps us remember you are the 
owner of everything and we are accountable to 
you.  

2.  You will be made rich in every way so that 
you can be generous on every occasion and 
through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11 

Giving enables us to see past blessings.  You 
don’t always know whose life you have 
touched.  Christian hope is that someone ends 
up in the Kingdom because of you. We give 
because we are thankful to God for our lives, 
our families our abilities and the blessings He 
has given to us. We are saying “God, I love 
you. I care about you. I am grateful for all you 
have done.” We express our appreciation to 
God when we give. 

3.  No one can serve two masters. Either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and Money. 
Matthew 6:24 

Giving helps us to examine our present 
motivations. We tend to think, “What’s in it for 
me?” Periodically, we need to check in with 
ourselves to determine who we are living for. 
With God in our lives, life oozes with meaning! 
Giving reminds us of this. This includes 
spending our time and talents, like when we 
volunteer or when we contribute from our 
resources. We can spend more than think we 
have to give, not waiting to give what is 
leftover. Let giving be a tool against 
selfishness.  

4.  Remember this; whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly. And whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously.  2 
Corinthians 9:6  

Giving expresses our expectations for the 
future. God is not small. In our expectations of 
God, things are not always the way we wanted 
but the way that was needed. Abundant living 
begins with abundant giving. We give as an act 
of gratitude, as an act of keeping our priorities 
in order and as a statement of eager expectation 
that God will bless us, often in ways we cannot 
imagine. Live in this faith.  

5.  I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, 
you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 
Luke 16:9 

Giving invests in eternity. This life has an end. 
Give to invest in eternity. Use your resources to 
invest in something that is going to outlast this 
life. Consider the satisfaction in meeting a goal. 
Giving is fun, like when we write a check to 
meet a goal or to celebrate a blessing.  Think 
about the lightness you feel finding that new 
space after you clean out the garage or empty 
the attic. Hanging on to our material life can be 
a very heavy burden. As we look beyond the 
present into the future, let the future help 
determine how we live and give.  
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May is Social Ministry Month 

 

We are going to have our 
display out to showcase 
everything we are involved in 
throughout the year.  We are 
kicking off a new way of 
helping out Crossroads 
Capable Adolescent Mothers 
program.  Along with the 
usual baby items and 
maternity clothes, our own 
Joan Dunlevy will be heading up another 
effort—we will be handing out plastic baby 
bottles to take home and return filled with 
your spare change. Look for the display 
and baby bassinet soon! 

 

Palm Sunday 
Breakfast 

 

Well Palm Sunday was a 
beautiful spring 
day!  Even better than the weather—we 
had our first Palm Sunday 
Breakfast!   Thank you to everyone who 
came hungry and donated to ELCA World 
Hunger and Haiti Partners.   

It wouldn't have been a success without the 
help of Evelyn Carmichael, Eleanor Wood, 
Joan Dunlevy, Melissa Headrick, and 
Lydia Cross who did shopping and prep 
work.  Then our world famous chef Carl 
Brink, with his sous-chef Walt Hullings, 
Andy Opperman, Al Sloan, and Doug 
Hikade.  Plus our very important job of 
running the dishwasher! Thanks Mike 
O'Rourke!!  Thanks also to our servers 

Jonathan Platt, Kim Platt, and Paige 
Braude.   

So as you can see it takes a lot of hard 
work and a lot of fun to make this 
happen.  If this is something you would 
like to do next year please give me a call or 
mark #6 Social Ministry on your Time, 
Talent, and Treasure card. 

Pastoral Acts for April 
 

Baptisms:  Melanie Maccri 
 
Funerals:  June Henning, Ted Pruyne, 
Melvin Johnson, Kathyrn Baltaitas, Robin 
Swartzes 
 
Weddings:  none 

May Food Collection 
 

Suggestions for this 

month: peanut butter, 

jelly, canned fruit, 

healthy snacks. As 

always, all items 

welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also 

needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 

narthex. 
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Easter Baskets 
 

A big thank you to everyone who helped fill 
Easter Baskets for Bridge of Peace.  I was so 
overwhelmed by everyone's generosity.  We 
initially needed 50 baskets filled, but received 
60!!  Thanks to Claudia O'Malley, Melissa 
Headrick, Jeff Alexander, and Grace Ezze for 
organizing and packing up.  It was really nice 
to play Easter Bunnies to such appreciative 
children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 20 is Armed Forces 
Day, and we are honoring 
the men and women in 
service overseas by 
having a collection of 
much needed items to 
make their life a little 

more bearable while they are away from 
home.  This will be headed up by our very 
own Barbara Langer.  Look for the display 
and box from May 20 through June 30. 

 

Senior Luncheon 

 

St. Paul’s Hawaiian Luau 

Sunday, May 7 

following the 11:00 am service. 

 

Menu 

Citrus Salad 
Hawaiian Pork Tenderloin 
Baked Potato * Broccoli 
Hawaiian Sweet Rolls 

Pineapple Upside Down Cake 
 

Come dressed in your Hawaiian 
shirt or your favorite Muu Muu! 

There will be a prize for the best 
costume and the honor of being 

crowned the “Big Kahuna” of     
St. Paul’s! 

 

Sign up in the narthex! 

 

Questions? 

Contact Pat Headrick 

(609) 267-4775. 
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The 150th Anniversary Committee 

needs your help yet again!  We need 

group Confirmation pictures for the 

following years: 1916, 1918, 1920, 

1923, 1944 and 1953.  If you have 

any of these pictures, please contact 

Lois Uetz at (609) 261-0125. 

Thank you for                                  

your help! 

The Saint Paul’s Lutheran  
Church Experience 
 

By Catherine Crockett 

I am blessed with the opportunity  

To become an integral part  

Of the Saint Paul’s worship experience 

That originates from the heart 
 

I was invited to Saint Paul’s 

By a new-found friend and neighbor 

One of the Christian persuasion, if you will 

Eleanor Wood is her name 

And I’m the blessed recipient of her  

    kindness still 
 

Upon attending each worship service 

I have inspired and to God drawn near 

By the fellowship and rich experience 

That yet brings joy with a tear 
 

The messages brought by Pastor Jost and  

    Pastor Esposito 

The songs and prayers as well 

Prepared with godly care 

Our gloom and doubts to dispel 

 

You, the members at large 

Have been warm, friendly and ever-so-kind 

When you did not have to e 

Such attributes are hard to find 
 

Saint Paul’s is a busy hub 

As you day-by-day live out your creed 

With an outreach that is phenomenal 

Fostering kingdom building indeed 
 

Thank each of you for the part you have played 

And the joy you have brought my way 

In a sin-cursed world 

Of violence and much decay 
 

I have been truly fed by your kindness 

And touched by your warmth herein 

May you continue to reach out to others 

God’s love many souls to win 
 

************************ 
Catherine is one of our new members received 
to our congregation in April. 

 

 

Looking for a Few Good Men ... 

 

Interested in computers and digital scanning? 

Want to help preserve historical documents and 
photographs of our church's history? 

Want to learn a little more about God and our 
relationship with him in a casual setting? 

Want to receive a free paperback copy of the 
bestseller Man in the Mirror ? 

If you answered 'yes' to any of these questions, 
please contact Jeffrey Alexander to discuss a 
men's ministry project.    Only men 18 - 99 need 
apply... 
 

email:   jeffalexander007@verizon.net      
home:  609-261-1760 

mailto:jeffalexander007@verizon.net
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Stewardship 

By Louise Hikade 

Through the Decades – During worship from 

mid-March through April, we have heard from 

our members representing decade groups, such 

as the 1920’s & 1930’s; 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 

etc. to the present.  The videos provided during 

worship by Stewardship  Education (Wes 

Smith and Val Ramos) allowed  us to 

experience St. Paul’s through the decades as 

shared by our members.  Progressing along a 

timeline allows us to learn not only how much 

St. Paul’s has meant  to each of these 

individuals, but also how much of a 

commitment our early church members made 

to help us get to the church we have become 

and are part of 150 years later. 

Keeping Score at St. Paul’s  - On Palm 

Sunday weekend, April  8 & 9, we received 

“Scorecards” a single sheet of spring green 

paper designed to let us know the “score” here 

at St. Paul’s and  by that we mean what 

“positions” we play on the Team that is St. 

Paul’s. This “scorecard” is educational in that it 

lists a variety of positions and descriptions of 

needs that you and I can play. So the cover 

question of “Time/Talent/Treasure, what 

position do you play?” is asking  each of us to 

sign up for where we want to participate.  

When you sign up for where you want to 

participate with you time and talent,  please 

give us your name and phone number at the 

bottom of the green sheet scorecard wo we can 

contact you and help match up your interests 

with the appropriate group. Also please look 

for the “Closer” TREASURE in the middle of 

the scorecard. This is where you record your 

pledge. Financial pledges help St. Paul’s plan 

income and ministry expenses.  

Your pledge/scorecard may be turned in via the 

offering, the box in the narthex, or the church 

office. Envelopes are provided for you to 

submit your scorecard. Thank you to everyone 

who has already turned in their scorecard! 

There is still time to turn yours in.  There’s still 

time to stay in the game! 

Summer Living?  Think Simply Giving!   

Looking ahead to summer travel plans?  In the 

same way we plan for being away from our 

homes by insuring that our bills are paid, we 

can do the same thing for our offering to St. 

Pauls. Many of us choose auto-pay options for 

our utilities, mortgage, cable, phones, etc. 

Through Simply Giving, we can make sure we 

honor our commitment to our church and 

ministries by insuring that the flow of income 

to the church continues while we’re away so 

that the church can pay its bills. During 

Summer months, offering can be paid ahead  to 

keep your offering up to date.  

Steward, Me? – Have you ever made a “TO 

DO LIST”?   -- Me too!  It’s not just about 

paying the bills, but it includes all of the 

housekeeping things that have to happen to 

keep our home operational. Around St. Paul’s 

that is no different. Please check the sign-up 

sheets on the bulletin boards. Worship 

participant slots are there, sign-up to donate 

flowers, add you name to the list of people 

helping with projects on our property. All this 

and more, it’s what we do because we love it 

and because we need it. 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
 

I recently read a quote by Thom Rainer: “When 

a church is driven by member preference, it is 

headed for decline, then death.  The decline 

may be protracted and the death may be 

delayed, but it is inevitable.  A church cannot 

survive long-term where members are focused 

on their own preferences.”   

I will admit I was taken aback for a moment 

and so many different emotions swept over me.  

Part of me cheered and thought right on and 

then I thought about so many congregations that 

are in decline. Then I thought about the 

different ways people think of church.  Some 

view church as a building, a club, a group of 

people who meet regularly to worship, 

something to claim ownership of, something to 

consume services and programs from.    

What does being driven by member preference 

look like?  It looks like a country club where 

people are only interested in themselves or 

meeting their own needs and not engaged in 

ministering to the community and world.  Or 

where only some people are interested in 

ministering to others or to the outside world.   

People prefer to just attend worship when it is 

convenient to them and do not participate in the 

overall mission or ministry of the church.  

Worship is treated like a show that one watches.  

But worship is the work of the people, of all 

assembled.  That’s why we have and need 

readers, ushers, acolytes, communion assistants, 

musicians, and clickers.    

Driven by member preference is complaining 

about a hymn, worship setting, paraments, 

prayers, music because you don’t like it. It’s 

complaining about the times of worship 

services, the length of services.  Or by only 

caring about a specific ministry area and not 

caring, praying or supporting other areas.  

It means only a handful of people at worship 

and active in a congregation with no outreach, 

no ministry going on, supply pastors or half or 

quarter time pastors serving in more of a 

chaplain role and struggling to pay the bills.  

All because the people there want to be buried 

out of “their church”.    

But it’s not theirs or ours, it is God’s. We all 

have been given the great commission to go and 

make disciples.  Church isn’t about us, it is 

about God.  It is about sharing and spreading 

God’s love.  It is about worshiping God as a 

community of baptized people.  It is about 

giving and doing rather than sitting and 

consuming.  It involves being good stewards of 

our time, treasures, and talent.  It is about God’s 

work, our hands.    

Or as Brian D. McLaren says, “It’s not about 

the church meeting your needs; it’s about 

joining the mission of God’s people to meet the 

world’s needs.”  

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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 Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ, 

 After months of 
preparation, we get our 

sesquicentennial celebration off to a “soft” 
start this month.  
 On May 20 and 21, we will 
welcome back Pastor Bob Swartz to be our 
preacher. Bob grew up here at St. Paul’s 
and after four years at Gettysburg College, 
went off to Harvard Divinity School for a 
Master of Divinity degree. After a few 
extra Lutheran credits, Bob was ordained 
and now serves at Elliottsburg Lutheran in 
Mannsville, Pennsylvania. He and his wife 
are the parents of two young children. 
 I refer to this as a “soft” start, 
because then we take a three-month hiatus 
for the summer. Once September arrives, 
we go into full swing with historical 
displays and a constant parade of past 
pastors and interns who will be joining us 
for worship. Our celebration culminates 
with a festive worship service and a fancy 
dinner. When we have done our 
celebrating, then the entire Lutheran 
Church will celebrate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation. 
 If that last statement does not 
impress you, please note that when TIME 
magazine named the most influential 
people of history, Martin Luther, the father 
of the Reformation, was one of those 
named. It’s rather awesome to think that we 
as a congregation have been around for one 
hundred and fifty years, but it’s really 
impressive when we reflect on what five 
centuries of Lutheranism has meant to the 
world. 
 Recently, Bishop Bartholomew told 
us that twenty-five years ago, there were 
210 congregations in our New Jersey 

Synod. Today, that number is 167. For us 
to still be standing among that number is no 
small feat, and to still be one of the largest 
worshipping congregations in the Synod is 
rather impressive, too.  
 But God has not equipped us and 
called us to spend the year in celebration 
only. The work of ministry; the task of 
ministry; the privilege of ministry 
continues on. While we celebrate Karl 
Guhn, Sue Jones, Bob Swartz and others 
who have gone from St. Paul’s to seminary, 
we also celebrate with Mackenzie 
Alexander on her acceptance to seminary! 
Ministry is always about that wonderful 
blend of the past and the future. It’s one 
thing to look at the photographs of the 
pastors who have served St. Paul’s and 
realize they have brought us to where we 
are today. It’s also fun to see that there is 
plenty of wall space for the pastors of the 
future. Who knows what faces will be 
staring back at us in 2067? Remember – 
when our children’s children look at those 
photos fifty years from now, you and I will 
be the ones who will have made that 
happen now. Our sesquicentennial is not 
only about our past – it’s our new hope for 
the future. 
     
 In peace, 
     
 Pastor David Jost 
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WORSHIP ASSISTING – 

LECTOR & COMMUNION 

ASSISTANT POSITIONS 

Being called by the Holy Spirit to assist 

with our worship service is both an honor 

and a privilege.  

Since the earliest days, Christian worship 

has been a group effort! The followers of 

the Risen Jesus came together to praise 

God, listen and learn from the scriptures, 

pray and encourage one another. Today, we 

faithfully honor this biblical tradition by 

giving lay persons the opportunity to 

participate in worship in many ways. There 

are a number of roles available when 

worship assisting and all are important in 

helping us have a well-run worship service.  

My personal favorites are being a Lector, 

also known as Reader of the scripture 

lessons for the day. This function also 

includes writing and reading the prayer 

concerns with the prayer topics supplied by 

our pastor.  

When helping out as a Communion 

Assistant during worship by serving either 

the bread or the wine, I feel this is the most 

wonderful experience and quite an honor 

for a lay person. I am always touched by 

the meaning and great significance of 

communion. 

The signup sheet for Lectors and 

Communion Assistants is hanging on the 

narthex bulletin board. The service dates 

and times are shown and there are 

opportunities to serve at all of our services. 

If you are like me, once you participate, 

you will be back for more. Serving God 

has that effect on people and it is an honor 

to be called. 

1 Corinthians 14:26 

“What then shall we say, brothers and 

sisters? When you come together, everyone 

has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a 

revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. 

All of these must be done for the 

strengthening of the church.” 

If you are interested in “trying out” for the 

Worship Assistant Team or are just curious 

what being a Lector or a Communion 

Assistant is about, please give me a call at 

856-778-0044 or see me at church. By the 

way, everyone makes the Team! 

Remember, servanthood is a privilege.  

Blessings, Doug Hikade 
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Dear Young Prunes (I call you that because I 
am good with dates), 
 In the April 10 edition of the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, it mentioned that the 
day before was the end of the regular season 
for the National Hockey League. That means 
that the two-month long playoff season 
would soon begin. The irony of this article 
was that, just below it, was the column “This 
Date in Sports History” and on April 10 in 
two different years in the 1960s, teams won 
the Stanley Cup championship on 
that date. On the same day that the 
current regular season ended, the 
ENTIRE hockey season used to 
end. I can never get used to the idea 
that people are playing ice hockey 
in June. 
 That must be why on 
Opening Day of baseball, Mrs. 
Cantrell turned to me and said 
“Didn’t the Cubs just win the 
World Series a few weeks ago?” It 
seems that just about the time teams 
get their lockers cleaned out, it’s 
time to report for spring training. I can never 
get used to the idea that while I am reading 
the scores of spring training games, I am also 
reading the scores of pro basketball games, 
pro hockey games, golf scores (who wants to 
play golf in thirty-degree weather?) and even 
a few college spring scrimmages. Sports 
seasons just kind of blend in with each other. 
 That’s why I like what you guys do in 
worship. You pay attention to a calendar. 
You know that once the groundhog has 
appeared, there is no need to keep those dead 
poinsettias in the sanctuary. You do your 
Fastnacht Follies at the height of the darkness 
of winter, a time when everybody needs a 
good belly laugh. You don’t sing your 
Epiphany songs about the Magi on Fourth of 
July weekend. You have a respect for the  

 
seasons of the church year and the events that 
unfold within each season. 
 This season of the church year is 
especially fun. You escape the solemnity of 
Lent and roll into the joy of Easter! Then, 
after seven weeks of hearing stories about the 
growth of the Church, we hear the story of 
the giving of the Holy Spirit! Then, we 
launch into the story of the Trinity; how that 
same Holy Spirit connects all of us to the 
Father, Son and Spirit.  

 OK – then we move into 
summer and the ten-gajillion weeks 
of the Pentecost season. Thank 
goodness there is baseball to 
complement all those Bible stories. 
Pretty soon, the leaves change and 
it’s time for Reformation and All 
Saints’ Day, then into the 
observance of Advent. Once you get 
past Christmas, it’s time for 
Epiphany, Lent and Easter all over 
again. 
 Each church season has its 
own personality and its own way of 

telling the story. It requires some patience to 
get from one season to another, from one 
church date to another. But I’ll bet you didn’t 
know this: Date palms can take 4 to 8 years 
after planting before they will bear fruit, and 
produce viable yields for commercial harvest 
between 7 and 10 years. Now that’s patience. 
 So, whether you are a sports fan or an 
avid worshipper, enjoy each season as it 
comes. No shortcuts – no pruning of the 
dates. 
     
 Your faithful correspondent, 
     
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 

  

 

 

 

Shaped for Service—May 27 & 28 
 

Celebrating all College and Graduate 

School Graduates 
 

If you or your child will be a College or 

Graduate School graduate this year and would 

like to participate in this Faith Milestone, 

please contact the church office by May 8. 
 

Wrapped in Love—June 17 & 18 
 

Celebrating all High School Graduates 
 

If you or your child will be a High School 

Graduate this year and would like to 

participate in this Faith Milestone, please 

contact the church office by June 5. 
 

 

 

 

 

For either Milestone, we need a picture for the 

bulletin board! You can email pictures to 

stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop one at 

the office. 

 

Blanket Weekend 
 

Church World Service blankets comfort in 

times of crisis. Help people around the world 

recover from disasters and get a fresh start. 

Your donation will offer hope in seemingly 

hopeless situations around the world. 

Envelopes will be made available May 6 and 7 

for your use. 

 

The Needle and Thread Group will also be 

displaying their quilts on this same weekend.  

Thank you for the work they do year-round as 

an outreach of St. Paul’s. 
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