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Dear dentists (I call you that in case you are looking 
down in the mouth), 
 Many people don’t like the month of June 
because, outside of Flag Day and Father’s Day, 
there’s not much to celebrate. Upon further research, 
there is nothing farther from the truth. (Or should 
that be “father research” and “father from the 
truth”?) 
 June 1 is “Donut Day”. As church people, I 
suppose you should find a way to mark such a holey 
day. Is it ironic that after a day of 
donuts, June 2 is “I Love My Dentist” 
day? I don’t really know how to tell 
you to celebrate that – you should 
know the drill. That same date is 
“National Rocky Road Day”, so, once 
you have left the dentist, have at it at 
the local ice cream shop. 
 If you don’t get your fill of 
ice cream on the 2nd, June 4 is 
“National Frozen Yogurt Day”. For 
many of us who live in New Jersey, 
this is a chance to fill ourselves with culture. 
(Yogurt contains active cultures.)  If you want a 
healthy alternative, it is also “Cheese Day”. Beware 
– too much frozen yogurt and cheese in one day 
could turn you into a muenster. 
 June 6 is known as “National Yo-Yo Day”, 
which, if you are in Philadelphia, does NOT mean 
greeting everyone with “Yo!” as you walk down the 
street. I believe it is a day set aside to appreciate the 
calming influence of watching a yo-yo dance up and 
down the string. Speaking of up and down, this is 
also the anniversary of the opening of the first roller 
coaster. 
 It’s been three days since you enjoyed a 
frozen treat, so join in with millions of others to 
mark June 7 as “National Chocolate Ice Cream 
Day”. But suppose you are not a big fan of ice 
cream, but you are longing for another day to have a 
reason to buy donuts.  My good friend, Pastor David 
Mangiante, invites you to join him in the Parish Hall 
at 6:30 AM as he kicks off the celebration of 
“National Jelly-Filled Donut Day”! Of course, this 
would be the time when the Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
meets, but I understand there is a movement afoot to 
suspend the rules for that day to allow women to 
join in the fun. 
 Ice cream and donuts are not your thing?  

 
June 12 is “National Peanut Butter Cookie Day” and 
I am half-nuts in anticipation of this day. The next 
day is “National Lobster Day”, but I am allergic to 
seafood, so I don’t have to observe Lobster Day – I 
have a claws in my contract that says so. 
 DO NOT attend a funeral on June 14 – it is 
“Pop Goes the Weasel Day”, and I shudder to think 
of that song being played anywhere near a closed 
casket! 
 June 16 is “Fudge Day” (why not “National 
Fudge Day”? What American doesn’t like fudge?) 

You may want to think about re-
observing “I Love My Dentist” day 
after “Fudge Day”. Just sayin’. 
 If you are a Lutheran living in 
New Jersey, you will probably want to 
take time to attend the “Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Pageant” on June 23. Through 
the EMU project, the New Jersey 
Synod is in partnership with the 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod, and 
that is where Laura Ingalls Wilder 

lived. She wrote “Little House on the Prayer”, so 
she must have been a good Lutheran. 
 June 23 is my favorite day – not only is it 
“National Chocolate Pudding Day”, but it is also the 
day that the toothbrush was invented! If you eat so 
much pudding that a tooth falls out, just glue it back 
in with tooth paste. “Paul Bunyan Day” happens on 
June 28, and we are all grateful to him and his ox 
Babe for carving the Grand Canyon. 
 If you can’t make the time to observe any 
of these special days, don’t be downtrodden -things 
are looking up, because June 30 is “Meteor Day”. 
 Most of all, don’t forget June 3 & 4, June 
10 & 11, June 17 & 18, and June 24 & 25. Those are 
days of worship at St. Paul’s Lutheran, and every 
one of them is special, too. If you’re too busy to 
come to a worship service, may I recommend you 
and your calendar observe June 13  – “National 
Juggling Day”, as a way to juggle your calendar and 
your priorities. Donuts, ice cream, frozen yogurt and 
fudge are nice – but nothing beats being with the 
people of God to say “Thank you, God!” for all 
those other great treats. 
    
Your faithful correspondent,  
Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 THE CHIMES - June 2017 
 

Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Corner   Page 2 

Pastor Esposito   Page 3 

Social Ministry   Page 4 

St. Paul’s Luau Celebration Page 6 

Music Matters   Page 7 

Eagle Scout Pathway  Page 7 

VBS!    Page 8 

Congregation/Council Convo Page 9 

Calendar   Page 10 

History of St. Paul’s  Page 12 

Little Tree Preschool  Page 14 

Sunday School   Page 16 

Youth & Family   Page 17 

Thank You Notes  Page 18 

Senior Snippets   Page 19 

Omega Page   Page 20 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 



2 

 Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 

There are times when another set 
of eyes and ears becomes helpful in 

dealing with a situation. Your Congregation 
Council has decided that this is one of those 
times in our life together in Christ. 

 Because of issues that have arisen over 
the past six months in our congregation, it was 
decided that we should engage the services of a 
consultant for our congregation. Actually, 
Pastor Scott Schantzenbach, assistant to the 
Bishop, suggested it for us. He met with our 
Council and after hearing some of the struggles 
we have been having, thought that it would be 
good to have another person, trained for 
listening and advising, to come spend some 
time with us. 

 Most of the time, consultants come 
with a hefty price tag. Fortunately, part of our 
stewardship dollars go to the ELCA 
Churchwide offices in Chicago, and they have 
consultants available to congregations. We 
have secured the services of Mary Ann 
Schwabe, a natural systems director for the 
ELCA, to serve as a consultant with us. Here’s 
what should happen: 

- Mary Ann will come to us and meet with 
Council leaders and others to assess the 
situation of the congregation: spiritually, 
financially, staffing, vision for the future. 

- She will return to the ELCA offices in 
Chicago and prepare a report with 
recommendations. 

- She will make a second visit with us to 
present and explain the report. We can choose 
to accept the report and make recommended 
changes, or ignore the report. 

 

 Because she will be coming to us from 
our ELCA offices, our only expenses will be to 
cover her travel expenses, housing and food. 
There is no fee for her time. 

 The hope of the Council is that we can 
have all of this set up for June, so that we have 
the summer to consider the recommendations. 
If her recommendations are ones that we can 
handle, we will implement them as soon as we 
can. If her recommendations, especially for 
those of the pastoral office, require a skill set 
that I don’t possess, I have the opportunity of 
stepping aside so another pastor can take our 
congregation in the recommended direction. 

 Having another set of eyes and ears to 
observe and listen to what we do can be 
beneficial. A consultant is not someone who 
comes in to tell us what we are doing wrong. In 
this particular case, Mary Ann would be 
observing what we do, and offering suggestions 
for doing things differently, things that may 
produce a different result. 

 Please continue to pray for our 
congregation! In past times of struggle, that has 
made the major difference in moving us 
forward.  I ask that you continue to offer that 
support and prayer as we continue to move 
ahead in the mission to which God has called 
us.   

In peace, 

Pastor David Jost 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

TIP OF THE MONTH-  Keep moving...Exercising three 
times a week, even at a low level, is better than none at 
all.  Start out gently.  For more fitness tips visit aarp.org/
fitness. 
 
 
 
 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group Alzheimer’s Association Delaware Valley  
First Thursday of every month (free) Annual Dementia Conference: 
1:00—2:00 pm (June 1) Westin Hotel at the Forrestal Village,  
Second Thursday of each month (free) Princeton 
6:00—7:00 pm (June 8) - Learn from dynamic regional and 
Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility national dementia experts 
Contact: Deb Taylor 609-877-0555 - network with hundreds of family 
 caregivers and healthcare professional 
Alzheimer’s Association Dementia and Monday, June 5 
Alzheimer’s Workshop  For details contact:  
“Know the 10 Signs”  Kristina.Pendergast@alz.org  
facts-detection-diagnosis-planning.  Or call the helpline at 800-272-3900 
June 19, 10 AM—11:30 AM 
Horizon Connect, 1860 Nixon Drive AARP Driver Safety Course  
Moorestown, NJ 6.5 hour refresher course, no tests 
Register by June 16—800-272-3900 Friday, June 9, 9:00 AM 
Or email: Sharon.Jarnette@alz.org Virtua Memorial Hospital, Mt.Holly 
 Main Entrance 
Free Qigong Demonstration AARP Members $15/Non-members $20 
Willingboro Public Library Bring check 
June 15, 12 noon-Sign up: (609) 877-6688 Call 888-VIRTUA-3 to register or visit 
Improve health, mind & spirit with this  virtua.org 
gentle exercise. All are welcome 
  
   
Alzheimer’s Caregiving Questions?  Call Clyde Z. at (609) 877-7671 
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Many thanks to the members of St. Paul’s 
family who sent me sympathy cards after my 
husband, Earl Perry, passed away. It meant so 
much to me. Although we all miss Earl  
greatly, the Lord is with us to sustain us. We 
are blessed with the comfort and peace that 
Jesus brings, for he is always here with us. 
 
My prayers are for blessing and peace for  
all of you. 
 
Love, Ruth 
 
 
 
 
To Our Church Family, 
 
Our appreciation for all that you did for us 
during Tom’s long illness. Your prayers,  
cards, visits, calls and concerns helped so 
much. 
 
Thank you all. 
 
Mary D’Amico and Family 
 
 
 
 
 

I am finally able to find a few minutes of time 
to write this long overdue letter of “Thanks”! 
First, to everyone for the many encouraging 
cards, visits, altar flowers, delicious Valentine 
cookies, phone calls (I have difficulty with 
these because of my loss of hearing), but most 
of all for your many continuing “prayers” on 
our behalf. (I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone 
or anything?) 
 
You are such beautiful examples of 
CHRISTIAN LOVE!!! That’s why I love and 
miss you all so much! Remember, Easter 
brings us undeserving forgiveness, hope and 
His Precious Promise of Eternal life to all 
believers….BELIEVE! 
 
In His Name, 
Marge & Bill Gardner 
 
 
 
Thank you for the donation of new clothing, 
baby blankets, coupons, baby items and an 
Eddie Bauer car seat.  
 
The lotion, powder and wipes brought into our 
pregnancy center by Elsa Mollo Snow are also 
used to make up the layettes for our newborn 
babies.  
 
We are very grateful for your generous 
support. 
 
1st Way of Burlington County 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
At the Synod Assembly Pastor 
Jost and I attended, a session 

was hosted by Pastor Schantzenbach, assistant to 
the bishop, where he presented The Hope 
Diamond to assess a congregation’s vitality.  
Along with that, he presented generational 
differences in charitable giving research done by 
the Center for Philanthropy at Indiana University 
in 2008. 
 

One in five American Christians give nothing to 
their church and back in 2008 average worship 
attendance was 20 weeks per year or 1.7 times a 
month.  More recent studies place average 
worship attendance at once every 6 weeks or 8.6 
times a year. 
 

1.5% is the average annual increase in giving 
1971 - 2011 while annual inflation was 4.4%. 
 

Based on the 2008 data here is the generational 
breakdown for giving:  The generation born 
before 1945 has 72% giving to religious purposes 
and 57.7% attend church once a week.  The 
Boomers (1946 - 1964) have 46.7% giving to 
religious purposes and 32.4% attending church 
once a week.  Gen X (1964 - 1981) 45.1% give to 
religious purposes and 30.8% attend church once 
a week.  Millennials (from 1981) 41.4% give to 
religious purposes and 27.9% attend church once 
per week. So we see a major downward shift 
between the Great and Silent Generation (born 
before 1945) and the Boomers (1946-1964) and it 
has trended downward slightly with each 
generation since. 
 

Now let’s look at weekly worship attendance 
trends for the NJ Synod:   
 
23% 0-35 
14% 36-50  
18% 51-75 
13% 76-100 
14% 101-150 

11% 151-250 
7% 251+ 
 

So the church as a whole is in decline and has 
been for a while.  We are the biggest worshiping 
congregation in NJ Synod!!  The way we 
Lutherans have been doing church as a whole has 
been failing for a while now.  Two-thirds of 
pastors will be retiring over the next ten years.  
Many congregations missional capacity, 
worshiping capacity, and giving capacity has 
decreased to the point they cannot afford full-time 
staff and many can't even afford half- or part-time 
staff.  Of the 1/3 who aren't retiring, many need 
full time calls to pay off their student debt and 
other bills.  Many who work other jobs aren't 
available most of the time because they are 
required to be at their non-church job certain 
hours.   
 

Now is the time to look at things, to decide what 
is important for the sake of the gospel and the 
mission and what is not.  Now is the time to take a 
good hard look at ourselves as congregations and 
have open, honest conversations about whether 
we are committed or whether our resources might 
be better passed to a ministry or congregation that 
is missional.  
 

Some questions for congregations:  Does the 
congregation fulfill God's ministry responsibilities 
and missional obligations?  Or to better help 
congregations assess, let’s put this in the first 
person: Are we acting as an embassy for the 
Kingdom of God with each one of us being 
ambassadors in the world telling and showing the 
world God's love?  Are we out there trying and 
trying?  Or are we simply sustaining the programs 
and clubs we like and seeking to have a chaplain 
and use the church to serve our wants and needs?  
Are we worshiping our wants and a building 
instead of being God's ambassadors or 
missionaries in the world? 
 

How are we carrying out the mission of the 
church?  How have we become consumers instead 
of ambassadors or missionaries? 
 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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June Card Shower 
 

 

 Vera Jensen 
 Masonic Home 

 902 Jacksonville Road  
 Apt 2422 

 Burlington, NJ 08016 

 

 

 

 

Senior Luncheon 

 

A good time was had by all 
at the St. Paul’s Hawaiian 
Luau! 

Clyde Zarkos and Joan 
Thompson were our 

winners—the Big Kahuna and Big 
Kahuness! 

Thanks to all who helped out—Charlie 
Rumberger, Kim Platt, Peggy Ferraro, 
Claudia O’Malley, Joan Thompson, Lydia 
Cross, Sue Halfman, Terry Pilawski and 
Pastor Laura—sincere apologies if we 
missed anyone! 

Special thanks to Sharyn Lyden for the 
Haupia Coconut Pudding!  That treat was 
appreciated! 

 

 

Armed Forces 

Day 

Collection 

 

We will continue the 

collection we began Armed Forces Day 

through the end of June, and we are 

honoring the men and women in service 

overseas by working with Operation 

Yellow Ribbon South Jersey.  Operation 

Yellow Ribbon of South Jersey—Their  

mission is to collect US Troop Supplies 

and Goodies while fund-raising so they 

can ship care packages to those in harm's 

way in the Middle East including Iraq, 

Afghanistan, and those supporting 

Operation Enduring Freedom and 

Operation Inherent Resolve.   

 If you have items you would like to 

donate (see the list of items requested) for 

care packages to our US Troops deployed 

in the aforementioned areas, they are 

always in need of care package items and 

cannot keep up with the requests from our 

brave women and men. 

Please help us collect and send these 

items listed on the next page!  

 

No Magazines, Books, or 

Hotel Toiletries Please 
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Youth News 

On Sunday, May 7, some 

of the Senior Youth 

served at the Senior Luau 

Luncheon.  Graduating 

seniors will be presented 

with a homemade quilt 

on the weekend of June 

17 and 18 for the 

Wrapped in Love 

program.  The quilts will be a visual 

reminder of their church home for those 

going away from home. The Book and 

Bake Sale the weekend of May 20-21 was 

a fundraiser for the 2018 Youth Gathering.  

A huge thank you to all who supported this 

worthy cause.  The last  meeting of the 

year is June 4. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 

Flea Market and an extra big thanks to 

Marissa Bozarth who organized the event. 

Over $800 was raised to help defray the 

cost of Confirmation camp. Thanks to 

Melissa Headrick for chaperoning the 

youth retreat. Everyone had a great time. 

May 24 is the last catechism class for this 

year and June 4 several youth will be 

confirmed at the 11:00 service.  Three of 

our youth are going to Confirmation Camp 

this summer. Thank you to Krissy Solstez 

for chaperoning.  

June 11, 2017 
You’ll want to be in church! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During All 4 Services, 

Louise Hikade is sharing: 

“How Can I Support VBS?” 
We appreciate YOUR donations! 

 

 

 

Also on June 11: 
For VBS Volunteers 

(After “A Conversation with 
Council”) 

 

VBS Training 
 

You have a choice of two VBS 
Trainings: 

June 11, 2017, 1:00 PM 
June 23, 2017,   6:30 PM 

Youth and Family  
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Expectations 

First, thanks to Dave Pagenkopf for including Sunday School in his recent 
Chimes article.  Thank you for your support! 

If there is one thing that I have learned from social media is that everyone has 
expectations, and they have opinions to validate them.  I have heard a lot of expectations for Saint 
Paul’s Sunday School.  And so, I ask you…  What are your expectations for Sunday School? 

I have found that a lot of people have one major expectation for Sunday School.  Before I share, 
go ahead….  Say it to yourself.  What is your expectation?  Oh, one more thing…  What do you 
imagine is the single most common expectation for St. Paul’s Sunday School?  Is it the same one 
as yours?   

It seems the most common expectation is to have lots and lots and lots of kids at Sunday School.  
We expect lots of kids to come to Sunday School on Sunday morning.  In response, Team Sunday 
School is ready every week, and they are always ready to rock the house with a “ROAR”! 

Yes, I, too, hope for and really want to welcome lots of kids in the Parish Hall.  Our reality is that 
Sunday School mirrors the rest of the congregation.  Participation in Sunday School reflects our 
active attendance on Sunday morning, participation in its multiple ministries, and the general 
commitment our congregation has toward managing the needs of their family’s social calendars:  
sports now on Sunday mornings, seasonal commitments, competitions, scouting events, needing 
to “sleep-in” after a busy week of work and activities and on it goes… 

Jesus said in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.”  Granted, he was responding to forgiving others, but I have to believe that whether we 
have 42, 24, or 14, Jesus is present.  Frankly, it is God’s grace that allows me to expect it.   

What do I expect?  St. Paul’s Sunday School friends will experience the Bible in a place and time 
that they feel safe and respected so that they will learn to pray and relate God’s word to their own 
lives making them long-time disciples, and at the same time, they feel accepted and nurtured by 
the group because they know they are created by God and shaped by the Holy Spirit.  I am 
grateful to St. Paul’s congregation for supporting Sunday School because you all want Sunday 
School to succeed (i.e. You all want lots of kids present.).   

Team Sunday School exceeds my expectations! I am extremely grateful to Team Sunday School 
for their dedication!  What a wonderful year we had! 

Oh, and come ROAR with us!  You and your child will be glad you did, and everyone expects it! 

At St. Paul’s, “Every day, we Remember Our Almighty Rock!  ROAR!” 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 
 

Sunday School—ROAR! It’s What We 
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Items Requested and Appreciated: 

  Tasty Kakes 

  Protein/Energy Bars 

  Protein Powder 

  Girl Scout Cookies 

  5 Hour Energy Drink Products 

  Mio Liquid Water Enhancer 

  Rice Crispy treats 

  Bagged tuna and chicken 

  Chewing gum/candy suckers etc. 

  Dry roasted peanuts/mixed nuts 

  Potato chips in cylinder or can 

  Dried fruit 

  Beef Jerky 

  Baby powder 

  Baby wipes 

  Visine or Saline eye drops 

  Chapstick  

  Crystal Light Drink Mix Individual 

Packets 

  Powdered drink mix (Gatorade etc) 

  Puffs/Kleenex  

  Hand sanitizer 

  Puzzle or crossword books  

  Batteries (AA, AAA, C, D) 

  Hand held electronic games: poker, bingo, 

etc. 

  Foot powder  

  Sunscreen  

  Skittles 

  Swedish Fish 

  Twizzlers 

  Breakfast Bars  

  Slim Jim's  

  Ground Coffee  

  Tea 

  Pumpkin Seeds  

  Sunflower Seeds 

 

Specialty Items for Women: 

  Shampoo & Conditioner 

  Moisturizing Bath Soap 

  Ladies Deodorant 

  Body Lotion 

  Emery Boards 

  Small Hand Mirrors 

  Shower Sponges/Loofahs 

  Body Wash 

  Q-Tips 

  Ladies hygiene products 
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St. Paul’s Luau Celebration—by Catherine Crockett 

 

We as seniors all 

 Have been invited to celebrate each other 

And our longevity call 
 

We extend greetings to each of you 

Grateful you’ve accepted the invitation 

To join in with your peers 

  For another St. Paul’s creation 
 

Whether your are adorned in your muu muu, 

Hawaiian shirt, straw hat, grass skirt— 

Or none of the above 

You’re welcome here 

Where there is a spirit of love 
 

A delicious meal has been prepared with hands of care 

Highlighting Hawaiian pork-loin as the center 

With succulent veggies and trimmings the more 

Culminated with pineapple upside down cake … 

Truly a dessert to cry for 
 

Thank you for joining in the fellowship 

Seniors and young-at-heart 

Without you, the celebration would not be complete 

As St. Paul’s imprint would be hard to beat 
 

We graciously thank the Social Ministry Team 

The teens who so graciously served  

And others who assisted 

In the preparation of this gala fete… 
 

So let us all take a bow 

Thanking God for His goodness and mercy 

Allowing us precious time to share on this side of the sun 

To richly fellowship here at St. Paul’s 

As life’s tedious race we run 
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June Food Collection 

 

Suggestions for this month: peanut 
butter, jelly, boxed cereal, healthy 
snacks, shelf stable milk. As 
always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are 
also needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch 
in the narthex. 

Wrapped in 

Love—June 

17 & 18 
 

Celebrating all 

High School 

Graduates 
 

If you or your 
child will be a High School Graduate this 
year and would like to participate in this 
Faith Milestone, please contact the church 
office by June 5. 

 

We need a picture for the bulletin board! 
You can email pictures to 
stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop one at 
the office. 

St. Paul’s Members 
Recognized 

 

Our own Fran Daily was one of ten 
recipients of the Burlington County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Division 
of Parks, 2017 History Recognition/
Historic Preservation Awards. Fran’s 
award was for Achievement and 
Leadership. She has been an active 
supporter of the Mt. Laurel Historical 
Society for over 30 years and currently 
serves as the Society’s president. 
Through Fran’s efforts, they have been 
able to keep the small society a viable 
organization.  She is also an active basket 
weaver and past Civil War re-enactor. 
Fran has not only been a supporter of Mt. 
Laurel’s history but also of Burlington 
County history. 

 

In 2016, Stephanie Sawyer received an 
Honorable Mention in the category of 
Published History for her work on the 
Mt. Laurel Historical Society website. 
Stephanie was instrumental in creating a 
website in 2015 to inform the public 
about the Mount Laurel Historical 
Society, meetings, programs and 
activities.  

 

Our members help keep history alive in 
and out of the church! 
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In July, a new “Member Directory” was being 
prepared, and discussions began about moving 
the bell from the steeple to a different location 
(the bell was moved in October). In September, 
we opened the doors of our Parish Hall to a 
local Girl Scout troop for the first time. The 
next month, Intern Peterson began the “Trying 
20s” group, and in the following month, Pastor 
Herluf Jensen was installed as president (now 
called bishop) of our Synod. (In 1993, he 
became the interim pastor here.) 

            In 1979, we had a foretaste of the 
future: youth group was only drawing 3 or 4 
youth; Council was working on a “hopes and 
dreams” list to share with the congregation; all 
committees were trying to get more members 
engaged in the work of the church. The parking 
lot was resurfaced in the spring and the first 
candidate for assistant pastor was interviewed. 
In April, work started on the bell memorial. By 
May, discussions were being held asking why 
current giving and attendance is down. Final 
plans were put into place to welcome Pastor Ed 
Fernandez as our second assistant pastor. The 
church picnic was scheduled for August 25th. 

            In November, 52 American diplomats 
and citizens were taken hostage in Iran and 
held for 444 days. As the country said farewell 
to the 1970s, we prepared to move into a new 
era of diplomacy and leadership here in 
America. The congregation continued to 
consider what the best direction would be for 
our structure – expand or build new.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Little Tree 
Preschool News      
for June 

 

It’s official!  We are now 
called The Little Tree 
Preschool! 

The Little Tree offers a traditional Monday 
through Friday, part-time preschool program 
for ages 2-1/2 – 6. We also offer an optional 
one-hour lunch, plus Enrichment programs 
(art, music & movement) for ages 3-6.   

We are currently enrolling for our Fall 2017-
2018 school year– and brochures are 
available in the Narthex.  Check us out!  Our 
registration form and program schedule is 
listed on our newly designed website 
www.thelittletreepreschool.org. 

Our preschoolers learned about Community 
Service during a family fun event, held on 
Friday, May 12.  It included a trike-a-thon 
fundraiser for St. Jude’s, plus we made arts & 
crafts and were dazzled by a magician!   

Our school-year is coming quickly to an end.  
The graduation ceremony for our students 
who are moving on to Kindergarten is 
Tuesday, June 13 with cake & refreshments 
following in the Parish Hall.   

We are grateful to our preschool & church 
families and friends for supporting our flower 
fundraiser.  We hope to add some additional 
outdoor play pieces this summer. 

For preschool enrollment information, please 
call Catherine Gillespie at 267-1443 or e-
mail thelittletreepreschool@stpaulsh.org. 
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Pastoral Acts for May 
 

Baptisms:  Kingsley Vincent 
Stevenson 
 
Funerals:  Kathryn Baltaitas, Robin 
Swartzes, Tom D’Amico 
 
Weddings:  none 

Music Matters  

June 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

THANK YOU musicians of St. Paul’s for 
another wonderful year! 

Chapel and Chi Rho choirs, Christus and 
Chorale, Praise Band, Bells, and Ark 
Angels—I want to thank everyone involved 
for your dedication to our music program. 

Please remember that Same Spirit and 
Capstone will be continuing to rehearse and 
lead worship at the 9:30 service all 
summer. So don’t forget to kiss your local 
rock musician when you see them. 

This summer, Jackie Smith and Pastor and 
Sandra Jost will be planning next fall’s 
music program for the groups they direct. I 
am so grateful for their leadership and 
dedication. 

“Sing to the Lord a new song; Sing to the 
Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless 
His name; Proclaim good tidings of His 
salvation from day to day.” - Psalm 96 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This News Hit Me Like 

a Ton of Bricks! 
 

Many thanks go out to Troop 22 Boy Scout 
Jonathan Platt! On Saturday, May 20, he 
and a large group of other Scouts, 
accompanied by parents, laid a brick 
walkway from the far driveway in our 
cemetery to the prayer gazebo.  This was 
Jonathan’s Eagle Scout project. Now, 
people can access the Prayer Gazebo 
without getting feet and shoes wet in the 
grass! 

Many thank go out to the many people who 
purchased engraved bricks to create that 
walkway! Jonathan made the bricks 
available in the weeks leading up to the 
installation of the walkway. A lot of people 
took advantage of this opportunity to 
remember loved ones or offer a permanent 
salute to people involved in the life of St. 
Paul’s. 

Many thanks to Marilyn Phifer and the 
members of the Sesquicentennial Planning 
Team for partnering with Jonathan in this 
Eagle Scout project. Not only does the 
walkway remember loved ones who have 
died and those in service to the church, the 
center of the pathway commemorates the 
pastors who have served our congregation. 
There is a special double-sized brick to 
remember the ultimate Scout, our own 
Charlie Thompson. Another double-sized 
brick honors our 150th anniversary. 

As the spring weather continues to arrive, 
please find time to walk the walkway and 
admire the handiwork of Jonathan and the 
other Boy Scouts of Troop 22. 

www.thelittletreepreschool.org
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One year later, the newly-installed associate 
pastor, Rip Hoffman, began an adult Bible 
study, and, with a larger staff, we added a new 
worship service – on the third Sunday of each 
month, we offered a Sunday night communion 
service at 7:00 PM, to complement the first 
Sunday of the month communion service in the 
morning. We received a thank you note from 
Hank Rowan (he of Rowan University) to 
acknowledge our support of the Boy Scouts. 
Joyce Platt continued our support for Post 
House by organizing a lunch program for them, 
until they were able to hire their own cook.    

Vacation Bible School ran from 9:30 to 2:00 
PM, and our worship times switched to a 
summer schedule. Gladys Kleinknecht became 
our church secretary; we sponsored a child in 
Brazil; Harold and Dot Gray drove used toys 
and books to Wilkes Barre to aid victims of 
Hurricane Agnes the year before. Mitch 
Cramer was awarded the Silver Beaver award 
by the Boy Scouts, the first of several awards 
he has since received from the Scouts and our 
congregation. 

In 1975, our worship schedule was 8:15, 9:30 
and 11:00 AM, with the once-a-month evening 
communion service continuing. One of the life-
changing events of that year was the arrival of 
a Vietnamese refugee family – actually, two 
families, the Nguyens and the Phams. This was 
our first venture into sponsoring a refugee 
family, and friendships made during that year 
continued into the future. 

We celebrated over Anna Nack’s 25th year of 
keeping the Cradle Roll. Eleven of our youth 
did a yard sale to benefit the refugee family - 
$42.00 was raised, and they also did odd jobs 
for members of the congregation to earn 
similar money. 

 

 

In February of 1976, our nation’s Bicentennial 
year, Nancy Prickett was preparing to travel to 
India as a missionary, a three-year 
commitment. In May, Captain Prickett received 
the Army Commendation Medal. Nancy 
Mangiante was selected to represent our area at 
New Jersey Girls’ State. The Couples Club 
changed its name to “Odds and Evens Club”. 

The congregation struggled with the Church’s 
response to the end of the Vietnam conflict and 
the capture of American hostages in Iran. 
Society was changing all around us, and the 
congregation was struggling to keep pace. As 
the population in our area continued to grow, 
there were more and more conversations about 
expanding our sanctuary to meet the needs of 
the future. 

In 1977, Rip Hoffman left for another call, and 
the search began for our second assistant 
pastor. It was decided to go with seminary 
interns until a new associate could be found. In 
February 1978, Nancy Prickett received her 
missionary assignment – North Arcot District, 
India. Plans began, in response to the large 
crowd in December, to expand the Christmas 
Eve service schedule to 4:00, 7:00, 9:00 and 
11:00. In that same month, Karl Guhn was 
accepted at Northwestern Lutheran Theological 
Seminary. The snow removal for the winter 
was donated by Tom D’Amico, Phil Prickett 
and Gary Russell, with Luther Leaguers 
handling much of the shoveling. Lou Anne 
Williams was chosen to be a delegate for both 
the New Jersey Synod Convention (as it was 
called in those days) as well as the National 
Convo (now called the National Youth 
Gathering). 

Saturday night services were introduced in 
June on the first and third Saturdays, with 
communion being offered on the first Saturday 
of the month.     

(continued next page) 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Eleven of Fifteen) 

 
In each issue of The Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring you 
a fifteen-part series on the history of our 
congregation. The series will be broken down 
into ten year pieces, ending with 2010-2017. 
We hope you enjoy reading and learning. Not 
every tidbit of our history will fit into these 
articles, but we will do our best to highlight 
pioneers and visionaries who brought us to 
where we are today. 

1970-1980 

The year 1970 had some major transitions for 
us. In June, Pastor Christensen resigned, and 
the next month, intern Ray Beaver arrived on 
campus. Then, in October, Pastor David 
Mangiante began his twenty-three-year 
pastorate here, being installed on October 11th. 

The congregation continued to be involved in 
benevolent and social ministry programs: in the 
first year of our own food pantry, 100 families 
were helped, from Tuckerton to Beverly; the 
Lutheran Church Women participated in June 
Day at the Moorestown Home and a bazaar at 
the Moorestown Mall; food donations were 
brought in to the “Harvest Home” services; 
dime folders were still being used in Advent 
and Lent; we supported “World Changers” 
Project Hickory Nut, benefitting American 
Indian children;30 heath care kits were sent to 
Lutheran Welfare; we joined the Moorestown 
Ecumenical Council in starting a prison 
visitation program; we started a program to 
provide Christmas gifts to needy children; our 
Social Ministry committee became involved 
with Post Hpouse, a drug rehab facility; 
sponsored a group of disadvantaged children 
from Mt. Zion Lutheran Church in New York 

for a day at the Burlington County Farm Fair, 
followed by a picnic here at church; monthly 
food deliveries to needy families were started; 
and LCW cookbooks were produced and sold 
to benefit the Lutheran Home in Moorestown. 

 And that was just 1970 to 1971! At the 
beginning of 1971, we were recognized by the 
New Jersey Synod for being the second most 
generous congregation in the Synod – our 
benevolence giving in 1970 was 139% of our 
spending plan! The generosity did not stop 
there. In 1971, the Lynch and Shibla families, 
along with Dorothea Shinn and Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Berlinger, donated volumes of 
“Luther’s Works” for our church library. Every 
issue of The Chimes contained thank you notes 
from people and congregation both home and 
abroad, expressing thanks for various acts of 
kindness and generosity. 

 In 1972, Pastor Mangiante began asking lay 
people to assist in the worship services and, in 
a radical step of leadership, asked that the 
communion age be lowered to fifth grade 
students. By this time, there were four Circle 
groups: Faith, Friendship, Hope and Charity. 
We were sharing our sanctuary with the newly 
formed Seventh Day Adventist Church, under 
the auspices of “One God; One Family”. 

The first Bethel Bible series class was held on 
April 13th, for ninety minutes. This was a two-
year commitment, including 8 to 12 hours of 
homework each week! There were ten in that 
first class, and, boy, did they learn their Bibles! 
This was also a time when we still were 
allowed to offer “Mother-Daughter Fashion 
Shows”, as well as “Father-Son Covered Dish” 
dinners, before those types of activities were 
viewed as being exclusionary. The newly 
formed Couple Group offered a ping-pong 
tournament and progressive dinner, a 
Christmas party and road trips!  
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Save the Date: June 11, 2017 

 

12:15 PM (after the 11:00 AM worship service) 

 

Congregation/Council Conversation 

 

 

Things that go together: 

  

 Cookies and milk 

 Peanut butter and jelly 

 Bread and wine 

 You and St. Paul’s 

 

In an effort to hear everyone’s point of view, the Congregation Council is 
inviting all members to join us for listening and conversation. Together, we will: 

+ look at the present and look to the future. What does this mean to you? 

+ talk about what we enjoy, value and accomplish here at St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

+ discuss where we see ourselves in the future. What do we want to become 
and how will we do that? 

+ formulate reasons to celebrate, actions to take and plans to make! 

Please plan on attending! Questions before hand? Ask any Council member 
(pictures are to the right of the office door). 

 

God’s work. Our hands.  

Plus our hearts and prayers. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH) 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels (S) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

2 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

9:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH) 

6:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

 

3 

9:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH) 

2:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

4 

   8:00 AM Worship 

   9:30 AM Worship 
   11:00 AM Worship 
                    Confirmation 
   2:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

5 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

6 

9:00 AM NJECELC (PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7 

 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

8 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

9 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

6:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

 

10 

2:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

11 

  8:00 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Worship 
 11:00 AM Worship 
  2:00 PM NJ School of Music 
               Recital (S) 

12 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

13 

6:00 PM Little Tree Preschool 
           Graduation (MR, S, PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

 

14 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
11:00 AM MOPS (PH) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

15 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

16 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

6:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

 

 

  Chimes Articles Due 

17 

9:00 AM CPR/AED Class (PH) 

2:00 PM NJ School of Music 

               Recital (S) 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

Wrapped in Love 

18 

   8:00 AM Worship 

   9:30 AM Worship 
  11:00 AM Worship 
   
Wrapped  in Love 
 
 
 

19 

   

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

20 

10:00 AM EGA Meeting (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM Congregation Council 

21 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

22 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

23 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

24 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

25 

   8:00 AM Worship 

   9:30 AM Worship 
  11:00 AM Worship 

26 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

27 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

28 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

29 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

30 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

Chimes Assembly 

 

Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 2017 

****** Vacation Bible School—6/26—6/30—9:00 AM—12:00 Noon ****** 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
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One year later, the newly-installed associate 
pastor, Rip Hoffman, began an adult Bible 
study, and, with a larger staff, we added a new 
worship service – on the third Sunday of each 
month, we offered a Sunday night communion 
service at 7:00 PM, to complement the first 
Sunday of the month communion service in the 
morning. We received a thank you note from 
Hank Rowan (he of Rowan University) to 
acknowledge our support of the Boy Scouts. 
Joyce Platt continued our support for Post 
House by organizing a lunch program for them, 
until they were able to hire their own cook.    

Vacation Bible School ran from 9:30 to 2:00 
PM, and our worship times switched to a 
summer schedule. Gladys Kleinknecht became 
our church secretary; we sponsored a child in 
Brazil; Harold and Dot Gray drove used toys 
and books to Wilkes Barre to aid victims of 
Hurricane Agnes the year before. Mitch 
Cramer was awarded the Silver Beaver award 
by the Boy Scouts, the first of several awards 
he has since received from the Scouts and our 
congregation. 

In 1975, our worship schedule was 8:15, 9:30 
and 11:00 AM, with the once-a-month evening 
communion service continuing. One of the life-
changing events of that year was the arrival of 
a Vietnamese refugee family – actually, two 
families, the Nguyens and the Phams. This was 
our first venture into sponsoring a refugee 
family, and friendships made during that year 
continued into the future. 

We celebrated over Anna Nack’s 25th year of 
keeping the Cradle Roll. Eleven of our youth 
did a yard sale to benefit the refugee family - 
$42.00 was raised, and they also did odd jobs 
for members of the congregation to earn 
similar money. 

 

 

In February of 1976, our nation’s Bicentennial 
year, Nancy Prickett was preparing to travel to 
India as a missionary, a three-year 
commitment. In May, Captain Prickett received 
the Army Commendation Medal. Nancy 
Mangiante was selected to represent our area at 
New Jersey Girls’ State. The Couples Club 
changed its name to “Odds and Evens Club”. 

The congregation struggled with the Church’s 
response to the end of the Vietnam conflict and 
the capture of American hostages in Iran. 
Society was changing all around us, and the 
congregation was struggling to keep pace. As 
the population in our area continued to grow, 
there were more and more conversations about 
expanding our sanctuary to meet the needs of 
the future. 

In 1977, Rip Hoffman left for another call, and 
the search began for our second assistant 
pastor. It was decided to go with seminary 
interns until a new associate could be found. In 
February 1978, Nancy Prickett received her 
missionary assignment – North Arcot District, 
India. Plans began, in response to the large 
crowd in December, to expand the Christmas 
Eve service schedule to 4:00, 7:00, 9:00 and 
11:00. In that same month, Karl Guhn was 
accepted at Northwestern Lutheran Theological 
Seminary. The snow removal for the winter 
was donated by Tom D’Amico, Phil Prickett 
and Gary Russell, with Luther Leaguers 
handling much of the shoveling. Lou Anne 
Williams was chosen to be a delegate for both 
the New Jersey Synod Convention (as it was 
called in those days) as well as the National 
Convo (now called the National Youth 
Gathering). 

Saturday night services were introduced in 
June on the first and third Saturdays, with 
communion being offered on the first Saturday 
of the month.     

(continued next page) 
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In July, a new “Member Directory” was being 
prepared, and discussions began about moving 
the bell from the steeple to a different location 
(the bell was moved in October). In September, 
we opened the doors of our Parish Hall to a 
local Girl Scout troop for the first time. The 
next month, Intern Peterson began the “Trying 
20s” group, and in the following month, Pastor 
Herluf Jensen was installed as president (now 
called bishop) of our Synod. (In 1993, he 
became the interim pastor here.) 

            In 1979, we had a foretaste of the 
future: youth group was only drawing 3 or 4 
youth; Council was working on a “hopes and 
dreams” list to share with the congregation; all 
committees were trying to get more members 
engaged in the work of the church. The parking 
lot was resurfaced in the spring and the first 
candidate for assistant pastor was interviewed. 
In April, work started on the bell memorial. By 
May, discussions were being held asking why 
current giving and attendance is down. Final 
plans were put into place to welcome Pastor Ed 
Fernandez as our second assistant pastor. The 
church picnic was scheduled for August 25th. 

            In November, 52 American diplomats 
and citizens were taken hostage in Iran and 
held for 444 days. As the country said farewell 
to the 1970s, we prepared to move into a new 
era of diplomacy and leadership here in 
America. The congregation continued to 
consider what the best direction would be for 
our structure – expand or build new.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Little Tree 
Preschool News      
for June 

 

It’s official!  We are now 
called The Little Tree 
Preschool! 

The Little Tree offers a traditional Monday 
through Friday, part-time preschool program 
for ages 2-1/2 – 6. We also offer an optional 
one-hour lunch, plus Enrichment programs 
(art, music & movement) for ages 3-6.   

We are currently enrolling for our Fall 2017-
2018 school year– and brochures are 
available in the Narthex.  Check us out!  Our 
registration form and program schedule is 
listed on our newly designed website 
www.thelittletreepreschool.org. 

Our preschoolers learned about Community 
Service during a family fun event, held on 
Friday, May 12.  It included a trike-a-thon 
fundraiser for St. Jude’s, plus we made arts & 
crafts and were dazzled by a magician!   

Our school-year is coming quickly to an end.  
The graduation ceremony for our students 
who are moving on to Kindergarten is 
Tuesday, June 13 with cake & refreshments 
following in the Parish Hall.   

We are grateful to our preschool & church 
families and friends for supporting our flower 
fundraiser.  We hope to add some additional 
outdoor play pieces this summer. 

For preschool enrollment information, please 
call Catherine Gillespie at 267-1443 or e-
mail thelittletreepreschool@stpaulsh.org. 
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Pastoral Acts for May 
 

Baptisms:  Kingsley Vincent 
Stevenson 
 
Funerals:  Kathryn Baltaitas, Robin 
Swartzes, Tom D’Amico 
 
Weddings:  none 

Music Matters  

June 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

THANK YOU musicians of St. Paul’s for 
another wonderful year! 

Chapel and Chi Rho choirs, Christus and 
Chorale, Praise Band, Bells, and Ark 
Angels—I want to thank everyone involved 
for your dedication to our music program. 

Please remember that Same Spirit and 
Capstone will be continuing to rehearse and 
lead worship at the 9:30 service all 
summer. So don’t forget to kiss your local 
rock musician when you see them. 

This summer, Jackie Smith and Pastor and 
Sandra Jost will be planning next fall’s 
music program for the groups they direct. I 
am so grateful for their leadership and 
dedication. 

“Sing to the Lord a new song; Sing to the 
Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless 
His name; Proclaim good tidings of His 
salvation from day to day.” - Psalm 96 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This News Hit Me Like 

a Ton of Bricks! 
 

Many thanks go out to Troop 22 Boy Scout 
Jonathan Platt! On Saturday, May 20, he 
and a large group of other Scouts, 
accompanied by parents, laid a brick 
walkway from the far driveway in our 
cemetery to the prayer gazebo.  This was 
Jonathan’s Eagle Scout project. Now, 
people can access the Prayer Gazebo 
without getting feet and shoes wet in the 
grass! 

Many thank go out to the many people who 
purchased engraved bricks to create that 
walkway! Jonathan made the bricks 
available in the weeks leading up to the 
installation of the walkway. A lot of people 
took advantage of this opportunity to 
remember loved ones or offer a permanent 
salute to people involved in the life of St. 
Paul’s. 

Many thanks to Marilyn Phifer and the 
members of the Sesquicentennial Planning 
Team for partnering with Jonathan in this 
Eagle Scout project. Not only does the 
walkway remember loved ones who have 
died and those in service to the church, the 
center of the pathway commemorates the 
pastors who have served our congregation. 
There is a special double-sized brick to 
remember the ultimate Scout, our own 
Charlie Thompson. Another double-sized 
brick honors our 150th anniversary. 

As the spring weather continues to arrive, 
please find time to walk the walkway and 
admire the handiwork of Jonathan and the 
other Boy Scouts of Troop 22. 

www.thelittletreepreschool.org
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St. Paul’s Luau Celebration—by Catherine Crockett 

 

We as seniors all 

 Have been invited to celebrate each other 

And our longevity call 
 

We extend greetings to each of you 

Grateful you’ve accepted the invitation 

To join in with your peers 

  For another St. Paul’s creation 
 

Whether your are adorned in your muu muu, 

Hawaiian shirt, straw hat, grass skirt— 

Or none of the above 

You’re welcome here 

Where there is a spirit of love 
 

A delicious meal has been prepared with hands of care 

Highlighting Hawaiian pork-loin as the center 

With succulent veggies and trimmings the more 

Culminated with pineapple upside down cake … 

Truly a dessert to cry for 
 

Thank you for joining in the fellowship 

Seniors and young-at-heart 

Without you, the celebration would not be complete 

As St. Paul’s imprint would be hard to beat 
 

We graciously thank the Social Ministry Team 

The teens who so graciously served  

And others who assisted 

In the preparation of this gala fete… 
 

So let us all take a bow 

Thanking God for His goodness and mercy 

Allowing us precious time to share on this side of the sun 

To richly fellowship here at St. Paul’s 

As life’s tedious race we run 

15 

 
June Food Collection 

 

Suggestions for this month: peanut 
butter, jelly, boxed cereal, healthy 
snacks, shelf stable milk. As 
always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are 
also needed. 

 

Please place the items on the hutch 
in the narthex. 

Wrapped in 

Love—June 

17 & 18 
 

Celebrating all 

High School 

Graduates 
 

If you or your 
child will be a High School Graduate this 
year and would like to participate in this 
Faith Milestone, please contact the church 
office by June 5. 

 

We need a picture for the bulletin board! 
You can email pictures to 
stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or drop one at 
the office. 

St. Paul’s Members 
Recognized 

 

Our own Fran Daily was one of ten 
recipients of the Burlington County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Division 
of Parks, 2017 History Recognition/
Historic Preservation Awards. Fran’s 
award was for Achievement and 
Leadership. She has been an active 
supporter of the Mt. Laurel Historical 
Society for over 30 years and currently 
serves as the Society’s president. 
Through Fran’s efforts, they have been 
able to keep the small society a viable 
organization.  She is also an active basket 
weaver and past Civil War re-enactor. 
Fran has not only been a supporter of Mt. 
Laurel’s history but also of Burlington 
County history. 

 

In 2016, Stephanie Sawyer received an 
Honorable Mention in the category of 
Published History for her work on the 
Mt. Laurel Historical Society website. 
Stephanie was instrumental in creating a 
website in 2015 to inform the public 
about the Mount Laurel Historical 
Society, meetings, programs and 
activities.  

 

Our members help keep history alive in 
and out of the church! 
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Expectations 

First, thanks to Dave Pagenkopf for including Sunday School in his recent 
Chimes article.  Thank you for your support! 

If there is one thing that I have learned from social media is that everyone has 
expectations, and they have opinions to validate them.  I have heard a lot of expectations for Saint 
Paul’s Sunday School.  And so, I ask you…  What are your expectations for Sunday School? 

I have found that a lot of people have one major expectation for Sunday School.  Before I share, 
go ahead….  Say it to yourself.  What is your expectation?  Oh, one more thing…  What do you 
imagine is the single most common expectation for St. Paul’s Sunday School?  Is it the same one 
as yours?   

It seems the most common expectation is to have lots and lots and lots of kids at Sunday School.  
We expect lots of kids to come to Sunday School on Sunday morning.  In response, Team Sunday 
School is ready every week, and they are always ready to rock the house with a “ROAR”! 

Yes, I, too, hope for and really want to welcome lots of kids in the Parish Hall.  Our reality is that 
Sunday School mirrors the rest of the congregation.  Participation in Sunday School reflects our 
active attendance on Sunday morning, participation in its multiple ministries, and the general 
commitment our congregation has toward managing the needs of their family’s social calendars:  
sports now on Sunday mornings, seasonal commitments, competitions, scouting events, needing 
to “sleep-in” after a busy week of work and activities and on it goes… 

Jesus said in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.”  Granted, he was responding to forgiving others, but I have to believe that whether we 
have 42, 24, or 14, Jesus is present.  Frankly, it is God’s grace that allows me to expect it.   

What do I expect?  St. Paul’s Sunday School friends will experience the Bible in a place and time 
that they feel safe and respected so that they will learn to pray and relate God’s word to their own 
lives making them long-time disciples, and at the same time, they feel accepted and nurtured by 
the group because they know they are created by God and shaped by the Holy Spirit.  I am 
grateful to St. Paul’s congregation for supporting Sunday School because you all want Sunday 
School to succeed (i.e. You all want lots of kids present.).   

Team Sunday School exceeds my expectations! I am extremely grateful to Team Sunday School 
for their dedication!  What a wonderful year we had! 

Oh, and come ROAR with us!  You and your child will be glad you did, and everyone expects it! 

At St. Paul’s, “Every day, we Remember Our Almighty Rock!  ROAR!” 

Bev Grazioli, beverly.j@outlook.com, (cell) 856-912-7468 

 
Sunday School—ROAR! It’s What We 
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Items Requested and Appreciated: 

  Tasty Kakes 

  Protein/Energy Bars 

  Protein Powder 

  Girl Scout Cookies 

  5 Hour Energy Drink Products 

  Mio Liquid Water Enhancer 

  Rice Crispy treats 

  Bagged tuna and chicken 

  Chewing gum/candy suckers etc. 

  Dry roasted peanuts/mixed nuts 

  Potato chips in cylinder or can 

  Dried fruit 

  Beef Jerky 

  Baby powder 

  Baby wipes 

  Visine or Saline eye drops 

  Chapstick  

  Crystal Light Drink Mix Individual 

Packets 

  Powdered drink mix (Gatorade etc) 

  Puffs/Kleenex  

  Hand sanitizer 

  Puzzle or crossword books  

  Batteries (AA, AAA, C, D) 

  Hand held electronic games: poker, bingo, 

etc. 

  Foot powder  

  Sunscreen  

  Skittles 

  Swedish Fish 

  Twizzlers 

  Breakfast Bars  

  Slim Jim's  

  Ground Coffee  

  Tea 

  Pumpkin Seeds  

  Sunflower Seeds 

 

Specialty Items for Women: 

  Shampoo & Conditioner 

  Moisturizing Bath Soap 

  Ladies Deodorant 

  Body Lotion 

  Emery Boards 

  Small Hand Mirrors 

  Shower Sponges/Loofahs 

  Body Wash 

  Q-Tips 

  Ladies hygiene products 



4 

 

June Card Shower 
 

 

 Vera Jensen 
 Masonic Home 

 902 Jacksonville Road  
 Apt 2422 

 Burlington, NJ 08016 

 

 

 

 

Senior Luncheon 

 

A good time was had by all 
at the St. Paul’s Hawaiian 
Luau! 

Clyde Zarkos and Joan 
Thompson were our 

winners—the Big Kahuna and Big 
Kahuness! 

Thanks to all who helped out—Charlie 
Rumberger, Kim Platt, Peggy Ferraro, 
Claudia O’Malley, Joan Thompson, Lydia 
Cross, Sue Halfman, Terry Pilawski and 
Pastor Laura—sincere apologies if we 
missed anyone! 

Special thanks to Sharyn Lyden for the 
Haupia Coconut Pudding!  That treat was 
appreciated! 

 

 

Armed Forces 

Day 

Collection 

 

We will continue the 

collection we began Armed Forces Day 

through the end of June, and we are 

honoring the men and women in service 

overseas by working with Operation 

Yellow Ribbon South Jersey.  Operation 

Yellow Ribbon of South Jersey—Their  

mission is to collect US Troop Supplies 

and Goodies while fund-raising so they 

can ship care packages to those in harm's 

way in the Middle East including Iraq, 

Afghanistan, and those supporting 

Operation Enduring Freedom and 

Operation Inherent Resolve.   

 If you have items you would like to 

donate (see the list of items requested) for 

care packages to our US Troops deployed 

in the aforementioned areas, they are 

always in need of care package items and 

cannot keep up with the requests from our 

brave women and men. 

Please help us collect and send these 

items listed on the next page!  

 

No Magazines, Books, or 

Hotel Toiletries Please 
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Youth News 

On Sunday, May 7, some 

of the Senior Youth 

served at the Senior Luau 

Luncheon.  Graduating 

seniors will be presented 

with a homemade quilt 

on the weekend of June 

17 and 18 for the 

Wrapped in Love 

program.  The quilts will be a visual 

reminder of their church home for those 

going away from home. The Book and 

Bake Sale the weekend of May 20-21 was 

a fundraiser for the 2018 Youth Gathering.  

A huge thank you to all who supported this 

worthy cause.  The last  meeting of the 

year is June 4. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 

Flea Market and an extra big thanks to 

Marissa Bozarth who organized the event. 

Over $800 was raised to help defray the 

cost of Confirmation camp. Thanks to 

Melissa Headrick for chaperoning the 

youth retreat. Everyone had a great time. 

May 24 is the last catechism class for this 

year and June 4 several youth will be 

confirmed at the 11:00 service.  Three of 

our youth are going to Confirmation Camp 

this summer. Thank you to Krissy Solstez 

for chaperoning.  

June 11, 2017 
You’ll want to be in church! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During All 4 Services, 

Louise Hikade is sharing: 

“How Can I Support VBS?” 
We appreciate YOUR donations! 

 

 

 

Also on June 11: 
For VBS Volunteers 

(After “A Conversation with 
Council”) 

 

VBS Training 
 

You have a choice of two VBS 
Trainings: 

June 11, 2017, 1:00 PM 
June 23, 2017,   6:30 PM 

Youth and Family  
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Many thanks to the members of St. Paul’s 
family who sent me sympathy cards after my 
husband, Earl Perry, passed away. It meant so 
much to me. Although we all miss Earl  
greatly, the Lord is with us to sustain us. We 
are blessed with the comfort and peace that 
Jesus brings, for he is always here with us. 
 
My prayers are for blessing and peace for  
all of you. 
 
Love, Ruth 
 
 
 
 
To Our Church Family, 
 
Our appreciation for all that you did for us 
during Tom’s long illness. Your prayers,  
cards, visits, calls and concerns helped so 
much. 
 
Thank you all. 
 
Mary D’Amico and Family 
 
 
 
 
 

I am finally able to find a few minutes of time 
to write this long overdue letter of “Thanks”! 
First, to everyone for the many encouraging 
cards, visits, altar flowers, delicious Valentine 
cookies, phone calls (I have difficulty with 
these because of my loss of hearing), but most 
of all for your many continuing “prayers” on 
our behalf. (I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone 
or anything?) 
 
You are such beautiful examples of 
CHRISTIAN LOVE!!! That’s why I love and 
miss you all so much! Remember, Easter 
brings us undeserving forgiveness, hope and 
His Precious Promise of Eternal life to all 
believers….BELIEVE! 
 
In His Name, 
Marge & Bill Gardner 
 
 
 
Thank you for the donation of new clothing, 
baby blankets, coupons, baby items and an 
Eddie Bauer car seat.  
 
The lotion, powder and wipes brought into our 
pregnancy center by Elsa Mollo Snow are also 
used to make up the layettes for our newborn 
babies.  
 
We are very grateful for your generous 
support. 
 
1st Way of Burlington County 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
At the Synod Assembly Pastor 
Jost and I attended, a session 

was hosted by Pastor Schantzenbach, assistant to 
the bishop, where he presented The Hope 
Diamond to assess a congregation’s vitality.  
Along with that, he presented generational 
differences in charitable giving research done by 
the Center for Philanthropy at Indiana University 
in 2008. 
 

One in five American Christians give nothing to 
their church and back in 2008 average worship 
attendance was 20 weeks per year or 1.7 times a 
month.  More recent studies place average 
worship attendance at once every 6 weeks or 8.6 
times a year. 
 

1.5% is the average annual increase in giving 
1971 - 2011 while annual inflation was 4.4%. 
 

Based on the 2008 data here is the generational 
breakdown for giving:  The generation born 
before 1945 has 72% giving to religious purposes 
and 57.7% attend church once a week.  The 
Boomers (1946 - 1964) have 46.7% giving to 
religious purposes and 32.4% attending church 
once a week.  Gen X (1964 - 1981) 45.1% give to 
religious purposes and 30.8% attend church once 
a week.  Millennials (from 1981) 41.4% give to 
religious purposes and 27.9% attend church once 
per week. So we see a major downward shift 
between the Great and Silent Generation (born 
before 1945) and the Boomers (1946-1964) and it 
has trended downward slightly with each 
generation since. 
 

Now let’s look at weekly worship attendance 
trends for the NJ Synod:   
 
23% 0-35 
14% 36-50  
18% 51-75 
13% 76-100 
14% 101-150 

11% 151-250 
7% 251+ 
 

So the church as a whole is in decline and has 
been for a while.  We are the biggest worshiping 
congregation in NJ Synod!!  The way we 
Lutherans have been doing church as a whole has 
been failing for a while now.  Two-thirds of 
pastors will be retiring over the next ten years.  
Many congregations missional capacity, 
worshiping capacity, and giving capacity has 
decreased to the point they cannot afford full-time 
staff and many can't even afford half- or part-time 
staff.  Of the 1/3 who aren't retiring, many need 
full time calls to pay off their student debt and 
other bills.  Many who work other jobs aren't 
available most of the time because they are 
required to be at their non-church job certain 
hours.   
 

Now is the time to look at things, to decide what 
is important for the sake of the gospel and the 
mission and what is not.  Now is the time to take a 
good hard look at ourselves as congregations and 
have open, honest conversations about whether 
we are committed or whether our resources might 
be better passed to a ministry or congregation that 
is missional.  
 

Some questions for congregations:  Does the 
congregation fulfill God's ministry responsibilities 
and missional obligations?  Or to better help 
congregations assess, let’s put this in the first 
person: Are we acting as an embassy for the 
Kingdom of God with each one of us being 
ambassadors in the world telling and showing the 
world God's love?  Are we out there trying and 
trying?  Or are we simply sustaining the programs 
and clubs we like and seeking to have a chaplain 
and use the church to serve our wants and needs?  
Are we worshiping our wants and a building 
instead of being God's ambassadors or 
missionaries in the world? 
 

How are we carrying out the mission of the 
church?  How have we become consumers instead 
of ambassadors or missionaries? 
 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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 Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 

There are times when another set 
of eyes and ears becomes helpful in 

dealing with a situation. Your Congregation 
Council has decided that this is one of those 
times in our life together in Christ. 

 Because of issues that have arisen over 
the past six months in our congregation, it was 
decided that we should engage the services of a 
consultant for our congregation. Actually, 
Pastor Scott Schantzenbach, assistant to the 
Bishop, suggested it for us. He met with our 
Council and after hearing some of the struggles 
we have been having, thought that it would be 
good to have another person, trained for 
listening and advising, to come spend some 
time with us. 

 Most of the time, consultants come 
with a hefty price tag. Fortunately, part of our 
stewardship dollars go to the ELCA 
Churchwide offices in Chicago, and they have 
consultants available to congregations. We 
have secured the services of Mary Ann 
Schwabe, a natural systems director for the 
ELCA, to serve as a consultant with us. Here’s 
what should happen: 

- Mary Ann will come to us and meet with 
Council leaders and others to assess the 
situation of the congregation: spiritually, 
financially, staffing, vision for the future. 

- She will return to the ELCA offices in 
Chicago and prepare a report with 
recommendations. 

- She will make a second visit with us to 
present and explain the report. We can choose 
to accept the report and make recommended 
changes, or ignore the report. 

 

 Because she will be coming to us from 
our ELCA offices, our only expenses will be to 
cover her travel expenses, housing and food. 
There is no fee for her time. 

 The hope of the Council is that we can 
have all of this set up for June, so that we have 
the summer to consider the recommendations. 
If her recommendations are ones that we can 
handle, we will implement them as soon as we 
can. If her recommendations, especially for 
those of the pastoral office, require a skill set 
that I don’t possess, I have the opportunity of 
stepping aside so another pastor can take our 
congregation in the recommended direction. 

 Having another set of eyes and ears to 
observe and listen to what we do can be 
beneficial. A consultant is not someone who 
comes in to tell us what we are doing wrong. In 
this particular case, Mary Ann would be 
observing what we do, and offering suggestions 
for doing things differently, things that may 
produce a different result. 

 Please continue to pray for our 
congregation! In past times of struggle, that has 
made the major difference in moving us 
forward.  I ask that you continue to offer that 
support and prayer as we continue to move 
ahead in the mission to which God has called 
us.   

In peace, 

Pastor David Jost 
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Senior Snippets 

By Clyde Zarkos 

TIP OF THE MONTH-  Keep moving...Exercising three 
times a week, even at a low level, is better than none at 
all.  Start out gently.  For more fitness tips visit aarp.org/
fitness. 
 
 
 
 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group Alzheimer’s Association Delaware Valley  
First Thursday of every month (free) Annual Dementia Conference: 
1:00—2:00 pm (June 1) Westin Hotel at the Forrestal Village,  
Second Thursday of each month (free) Princeton 
6:00—7:00 pm (June 8) - Learn from dynamic regional and 
Brookdale Alzheimer’s Facility national dementia experts 
Contact: Deb Taylor 609-877-0555 - network with hundreds of family 
 caregivers and healthcare professional 
Alzheimer’s Association Dementia and Monday, June 5 
Alzheimer’s Workshop  For details contact:  
“Know the 10 Signs”  Kristina.Pendergast@alz.org  
facts-detection-diagnosis-planning.  Or call the helpline at 800-272-3900 
June 19, 10 AM—11:30 AM 
Horizon Connect, 1860 Nixon Drive AARP Driver Safety Course  
Moorestown, NJ 6.5 hour refresher course, no tests 
Register by June 16—800-272-3900 Friday, June 9, 9:00 AM 
Or email: Sharon.Jarnette@alz.org Virtua Memorial Hospital, Mt.Holly 
 Main Entrance 
Free Qigong Demonstration AARP Members $15/Non-members $20 
Willingboro Public Library Bring check 
June 15, 12 noon-Sign up: (609) 877-6688 Call 888-VIRTUA-3 to register or visit 
Improve health, mind & spirit with this  virtua.org 
gentle exercise. All are welcome 
  
   
Alzheimer’s Caregiving Questions?  Call Clyde Z. at (609) 877-7671 
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Dear dentists (I call you that in case you are looking 
down in the mouth), 
 Many people don’t like the month of June 
because, outside of Flag Day and Father’s Day, 
there’s not much to celebrate. Upon further research, 
there is nothing farther from the truth. (Or should 
that be “father research” and “father from the 
truth”?) 
 June 1 is “Donut Day”. As church people, I 
suppose you should find a way to mark such a holey 
day. Is it ironic that after a day of 
donuts, June 2 is “I Love My Dentist” 
day? I don’t really know how to tell 
you to celebrate that – you should 
know the drill. That same date is 
“National Rocky Road Day”, so, once 
you have left the dentist, have at it at 
the local ice cream shop. 
 If you don’t get your fill of 
ice cream on the 2nd, June 4 is 
“National Frozen Yogurt Day”. For 
many of us who live in New Jersey, 
this is a chance to fill ourselves with culture. 
(Yogurt contains active cultures.)  If you want a 
healthy alternative, it is also “Cheese Day”. Beware 
– too much frozen yogurt and cheese in one day 
could turn you into a muenster. 
 June 6 is known as “National Yo-Yo Day”, 
which, if you are in Philadelphia, does NOT mean 
greeting everyone with “Yo!” as you walk down the 
street. I believe it is a day set aside to appreciate the 
calming influence of watching a yo-yo dance up and 
down the string. Speaking of up and down, this is 
also the anniversary of the opening of the first roller 
coaster. 
 It’s been three days since you enjoyed a 
frozen treat, so join in with millions of others to 
mark June 7 as “National Chocolate Ice Cream 
Day”. But suppose you are not a big fan of ice 
cream, but you are longing for another day to have a 
reason to buy donuts.  My good friend, Pastor David 
Mangiante, invites you to join him in the Parish Hall 
at 6:30 AM as he kicks off the celebration of 
“National Jelly-Filled Donut Day”! Of course, this 
would be the time when the Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
meets, but I understand there is a movement afoot to 
suspend the rules for that day to allow women to 
join in the fun. 
 Ice cream and donuts are not your thing?  

 
June 12 is “National Peanut Butter Cookie Day” and 
I am half-nuts in anticipation of this day. The next 
day is “National Lobster Day”, but I am allergic to 
seafood, so I don’t have to observe Lobster Day – I 
have a claws in my contract that says so. 
 DO NOT attend a funeral on June 14 – it is 
“Pop Goes the Weasel Day”, and I shudder to think 
of that song being played anywhere near a closed 
casket! 
 June 16 is “Fudge Day” (why not “National 
Fudge Day”? What American doesn’t like fudge?) 

You may want to think about re-
observing “I Love My Dentist” day 
after “Fudge Day”. Just sayin’. 
 If you are a Lutheran living in 
New Jersey, you will probably want to 
take time to attend the “Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Pageant” on June 23. Through 
the EMU project, the New Jersey 
Synod is in partnership with the 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod, and 
that is where Laura Ingalls Wilder 

lived. She wrote “Little House on the Prayer”, so 
she must have been a good Lutheran. 
 June 23 is my favorite day – not only is it 
“National Chocolate Pudding Day”, but it is also the 
day that the toothbrush was invented! If you eat so 
much pudding that a tooth falls out, just glue it back 
in with tooth paste. “Paul Bunyan Day” happens on 
June 28, and we are all grateful to him and his ox 
Babe for carving the Grand Canyon. 
 If you can’t make the time to observe any 
of these special days, don’t be downtrodden -things 
are looking up, because June 30 is “Meteor Day”. 
 Most of all, don’t forget June 3 & 4, June 
10 & 11, June 17 & 18, and June 24 & 25. Those are 
days of worship at St. Paul’s Lutheran, and every 
one of them is special, too. If you’re too busy to 
come to a worship service, may I recommend you 
and your calendar observe June 13  – “National 
Juggling Day”, as a way to juggle your calendar and 
your priorities. Donuts, ice cream, frozen yogurt and 
fudge are nice – but nothing beats being with the 
people of God to say “Thank you, God!” for all 
those other great treats. 
    
Your faithful correspondent,  
Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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