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Dear Soldiers of the Cross (I call you that 
because it is the month of March and soldiers 
march), 
 

 It seems like every day I open my 
newspaper, I am reading a story about another 
group of people who held a march in 
Philadelphia, or New York or London. They 
are marching in support of our president; they 
are marching to protest our president; they are 
marching for women’s rights; they are 
marching for gay rights; they are 
marching as part of Black History 
Month; they are marching to support 
refugees. 
 

 There are some people who 
criticize the marchers, asking what 
has a march ever done to change the 
world? In the 1960s, as television is 
finding its role in shaping our society, the 
scenes of marchers in Montgomery and 
Birmingham and Selma helped show the larger 
world the inhumanity of one group of people 
towards another. The scenes of American 
policemen unleashing attack dogs against other 
American citizens was too much to bear for 
most people watching from the comfort of their 
homes. For some, the demonstrations against 
the peaceful marchers galvanized opinions 
about civil rights in our country.  
 

 And who doesn’t get moved when you 
watch films of the March on Washington in 
August of 1963? All those people crowded into 
the National Mall and listening to the stirring 
words of Dr. King! That march certainly made 
a difference. 
 

 Somebody from your Monday night 
Bible study said that he pictured the new 
disciples of Christ marching out from Joppa 
and Caesarea to help spread the Gospel word to 
all people. The fact that people still come to 
worship services means that that was a march 
that was a success! 

  
Often, people take to the streets when they feel 
strongly about a particular issue. In Camden, 
the people of Bridge of Peace march through 
the streets of town on Good Friday, stopping at 
every site where a murder took place in the 
previous year. They are making a public 
statement about the value of every human life. 
They are looking forward to the year when they 
can carry the Cross of Jesus through town and 
not have to make any stops.  
 

 On Easter Eve at St. Paul’s, 
the people “march” from the narthex 
to the parish hall, back to the 
narthex and into the sanctuary as a 
physical reminder of the movement 
of the story, from Old Testament to 
New; from death to life. 
 
 A march is a kinesthetic 

experience. There is motion and physical 
feeling while engaged in a march. It is so much 
more than words. It is a whole-body 
experience. And most marches make a public 
statement: this is what I believe in, this is what 
I stand for. Each time you march from the car 
into the sanctuary, you are making such a 
statement. Each time you march groceries over 
to the collection site in your narthex, you are 
making such a statement. Each time you march 
from your seat to the altar rail to receive 
communion, you are making such a statement. 
 
 In this month of March, I hope there 
may be a cause that will embolden you to 
organize a public display of your support for 
that cause (or your opposition). If you organize 
a march in support of a cause, I pray that you 
will not be de-feeted. 
     
  Your faithful correspondent, 
     
  Dr. Alphonse Cantrell    

The Omega Page 

  

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Services 

March 1 

 

A noon service will be held here at St. 

Paul’s for those who wish to sing some 

hymns, receive ashes, hear a sermon and 

receive communion on that solemn day. 

There will be a dinner at St. Andrew’s 

Episcopal Church at 6:00 PM, followed 

by a worship service at 7:30 PM.  Choirs 

from both congregations will offer 

musical leadership throughout the 

service. 
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 Dear Friends, 
 In January, we 

joined with our sisters and 
brothers from Our Lady Queen of 

Peace Roman Catholic Church to celebrate 
Epiphany. We shared a meal, and we 
worshipped together. It was a good declaration 
of our unity to Christ to all in our larger 
community. 
 

 Five days later, the Philadelphia 
Inquirer had an article about a Jewish 
synagogue in Philadelphia that had been 
vandalized. Someone – the paper questioned 
whether it was just kids or a hate crime – 
threw rocks through the windows of the 
sanctuary. This happened not once, but twice. 
I brought this to the attention of the Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast and asked if we could do 
something to show our solidarity with a 
congregation in distress. Remembering that we 
had windows broken last spring, the men 
responded with gifts of $300.00, which was 
sent to Temple Menorah-Keneseth. We felt it 
was a good declaration of our oneness in God. 
 

 On the first day of February, Aldin 
Coralic, a Bosnian Muslim living in 
Philadelphia, came and spoke to our catechism 
class about the Muslim faith. Aldin is one of 
the translators who has helped our Synod’s 
International Servant Trip each year. He was 
informative and interesting as he spoke to the 
class about the Five Pillars of the Islamic 
Faith. I know I learned quite a bit that I did not 
know. In light of what was going on in our 
country at that time regarding immigration, it 
was very timely to hear his words. 
 

 In March, our catechism class will 
visit St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Mount 
Holly where Father Snyder will offer a 
comparison between the Lutheran Church and 
the Episcopalian Church. Then in April, we 
will once again be visited by Dee Baker, a lay 
member of Temple Har Zion, and she will 

explain to our catechumenates what the Seder 
meal is all about (as she did in 2015). 
 

 During this year of celebration for us, 
we obviously want to celebrate 150 years of 
active ministry, and when we ask “How did 
we survive so long?”, I think these recent 
events help answer that question. We see 
ourselves as being an integral part of this 
community. For many years, we have sought 
ways to connect with others in the community 
and to relate to others in the community. We 
have always had an open door of invitation to 
anyone who wanted to know more about us or 
about the Lutheran faith. We have always been 
here to talk about Jesus. 
 

 Just as Jesus does not exist in a 
vacuum, neither does our congregation. 
Whether we have opened our doors to 
participants in the clergy association’s CROP 
Walk, or hosted youth choirs from other 
congregations, or thrown open our doors for 
Vacation Bible School, or hosted Synod-wide 
events, we have responded to God’s call to 
ministry in the same way that the prophets did: 
“Here I am, Lord!” Through the generations, 
people have come to see us as a welcoming 
place. 
 

 In the months to come, you will be 
hearing stories from people who were made to 
feel welcome here and have now moved on to 
other ministries. Rather than sitting back and 
basking in past glory, I hope that we will hear 
those stories and be challenged to continue to 
be a welcoming place. I hope that we will 
continue to build bridges of peace and 
understanding with those of other religions. I 
hope and pray that we can be a model of hope 
for other Lutheran congregations and that they 
can imitate us in the many ways we glorify 
God and build up the Body of Christ. 
 
In peace, 
Pastor David Jost 
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Bread and Broth:  

A Lenten Bible Study 

at Lunchtime 

 

On the Wednesdays of 

Lent, we will once again 

gather in the Parish Hall at 

noontime to spend time in 

study, prayer and soup! The focus will be 

“It All Began in Baptism.” Each week will 

be a study of the different aspects of 

baptism. 

Sharyn Lyden has agreed to coordinate the 
donations of the soup and bread for these 
Lenten lunches. The luncheon dates are: 

 

March 8 

March 15 

March 22 

March 29 

April 5 

 

Luncheon will begin at 12:05 pm. 

 

Look for the sign up board                              
in the narthex!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Order Your 
Spring Flowers for Easter 

It’s time to order spring flowers to 
decorate the sanctuary for Easter services.   
You  may  choose   from the plants below. 
Cost for each plant is listed with the type. 

Deadline for ordering is March 26. 

(Choice of Plant) (Number) 

Large Daffodil ($5) ________ 

Mini Daffodil ($5) ________ 

5-bloom Tulip ($5) ________ 

Hyacinth ($5)  ________ 

White Lillies ($8) ________ 

 Total Cost      $________ 

To honor: 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

In loving memory of: 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 If you wish to keep your Easter plant, it 
must be picked up by April 23. The plants 
remaining after this date will be planted 
on the church grounds.  

My name_________________________ 

My Envelope Number Is______________ 
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Daylight Savings Time 
begins on 

Sunday, March 12. 
 

Don’t forget to  
turn your clocks 
ahead one hour! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Pastor David, 

Thank you so much for your gift to the 
people we serve at Lutheran Crossings.  
I’m happy to visit any Sunday and share 
thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Gebhart, Executive Director 
Mission Advancement 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for your “Get Well” wishes and 
condolences.  I truly feel blessed by your 
greetings when we meet fact to face. 
 
May we all be held in God’s hand. 
 
Mitch Cramer 
 
 
To St. Paul’s, 
Thank you for your remembrance of our 
mother to her church, Hope Lutheran. We 
greatly appreciate the honor you gave her 
at the end of her earthly life. 
 

The family of Kriemhild (Mrs. Leonard) 
Good 

Thanks to all who sent payers my way 
during my two recent stays at the hospital. 
I am doing better now, but must visit a few 
doctors to find out why this is happening to 
me. Keep praying for me and others as 
well. Thanks also for the phone calls. St. 
Paul’s helps so many, and we are all 
blessed to be a part of this. 
 
Prayers to all, 
Grace Ezze 
 
 
I would like to thank the ladies who baked 
and packed the Valentine's cookies for me.   
 
What a wonderful and thoughtful surprise. 
Thank you very much. Also, as usual, we 
deeply appreciate all the continuous prayer 
you all do as I fight my cancer. Lydia and I 
are truly blessed by being part of the St. 
Paul’s family. 
 
God bless you, 
Bob Cross 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
 

Ash Wednesday starts the season of Lent in the 

church. Lent comes from an Old English Word 

lenctenor, as well as the Dutch word lente, 

which means “lengthen” and applied to 

springtime when the hours of daylight lengthen. 

The word used for it in Latin, quadragesima, 

means “forty”. 

Since about the third century, Christians have 

prepared for Easter. Some of these early 

followers would fast from the conclusion of 

Good Friday services to celebration of Easter so 

fasting would coincide with the time Jesus was 

in the tomb. Then the amount of time to fast 

was spread to six days which was the amount of 

time the catechumens spent learning and 

preparing to be baptized and to receive the 

Lord’s Supper at the Easter Vigil. 

Eventually it increased in weeks until it came to 

the current length of forty days, excluding 

Sundays. Sundays are celebrations of the 

resurrection or mini Easters. The number 40 is 

Biblically significant. A few examples are the 

Noah story—it rained for 40 days and nights; 

the Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 

years; Jesus fasted in the wilderness for 40 

days. Tradition had it Jesus was in the tomb for 

40 hours. 

The season of Lent lasts forty days running 

from Ash Wednesday into Holy Saturday. 

Remember, Sundays in Lent are “in Lent” and 

not “of Lent” because every Sunday is a mini 

Easter. In the Roman Catholic tradition, many 

fast or abstain from eating meat on Fridays in 

Lent. Some people abstain from certain 

behaviors or foods during the season of Lent. 

Some will give up something for Lent like 

candy, soda, ice cream, etc. Some people take 

extra time during Lent to do charitable work. 

There exists a tradition to devote more time to 

prayer and study in their daily lives during this 

time as well. Others give more of their time, 

treasures, and talents during the season of Lent. 

Along with changes in personal lives, there are 

some changes that one may see in church and at 

worship. In some traditions crosses, crucifixes, 

statues, and religious objects are covered during 

the season of Lent. Some churches will veil or 

remove such items on Good Friday. All who 

practice either custom unveil and replace all at 

the Easter Vigil service or have them uncovered 

for Easter services. Another practice, one that is 

fairly common, is the removal of “alleluias” 

from worship during the season of Lent. 

“Alleluia” is one of the first words spoken at 

the Easter service. 

Now that we have learned a little more about 

this liturgical season, I hope this time will be a 

time of study, prayer, discipline, and gaining 

some new faith practices. 

 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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Easter Basket Collection for 
the Children at 

Bridge of Peace in Camden 
 

We will be providing Easter Baskets again this 
year for the kids in Camden.  This year, we 
will be trying something new.  In the narthex, 
you will find a sign up sheet, and numbered 
bins for either a boy or a girl, along with the 
list of the items needed.  
 

These aren’t your “run-of-the-mill” Easter 
baskets.  We’re asking that the baskets be 
filled with toiletries and food items.  Many of 
these children rely on the free breakfast and 
lunch provided by school, and they may go 
without over the Easter break. 
 

“I don’t know if I can fill a whole bin,” you 
say to yourself.  How about getting a group 
together to fill a bin—your bible study, youth 
group, or just a group of friends! 
 

We are hoping to fill 50 baskets for the 
children.  The filled bins are due back by April 
2 so they can be delivered to Bridge of Peace 
in time for Easter. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Pat Headrick— 

609-267-4775,  

Melissa Headrick—609-
367-4661  
or Claudia O’Malley—
609-265-9047. 
 
 

Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the wonderful cookie bakers 

of St. Paul's!  We were able to fill 30 Valentine 

tins for our shut-ins and members who need a 

little treat.  Thank you to everyone who helped 

with the packing, and a special thank you to 

Peg Biringer for chairing this event! 

 

Shout out to Ann Lopez who was inadvertently  

left off the list of thanks for the Epiphany 

Dinner!   

 

 

 

Mitten Tree 

 

The Christmas tree will 
remain in the narthex through 
March to receive donations of 

mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and 
children’s socks to donate to those in the 
area who can use them. 
 

Let’s keep the tree full! 
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Youth News 

One teen attended the 

Winter Youth Assembly in 

Harvey Cedars.  The Senior 

Youth group has been 

meeting bimonthly.  They 

have been having fun 

playing games.  The 

Pancake Supper was held 

on February 28 to raise 

money for the 2018 Youth 

Gathering.  Meetings for March will be the 

12th and 26th from 6:30-8:00.  On the 26th, 

they will be assembling a few Easter Baskets 

for Bridge of Peace.   On April 9, the youth 

will help serve Palm Sunday breakfast.  April 

meetings are the 9th and 23rd. 

“Light of the World” is the Middle School 

Retreat for students in Grades 6-8.  It is being 

held at Camp Crossroads the weekend of April 

21-23.  The cost is $95 with camperships 

available. Interested students should contact 

Sandy Sambucci ASAP as spots are filling up 

quickly.   Registration forms and money are 

due March 10.  Consider going as this retreat 

promises to be a weekend of great food, 

singing, Bible study, games and laughter! 

It’s also time to register for Confirmation 

Camp.  A $100 deposit is due at camp by 

March 15.  Please turn it into Sandy Sambucci 

by March 12.  (This deposit is non-refundable 

after May 1.)  The camp fee this year is $455.  

(After March 15 the cost is $505.)   

Confirmation camp is July 9-15.   We are 

looking for both a male and female chaperone 

for camp as well as someone to organize the 

Yard Sale to help defray the cost of camp.   If 

interested, please contact Sandy Sambucci.  

There is no catechism class on Ash 

Wednesday, March 1. Please plan to attend the 

church service instead.  March 15, the class 

will visit St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.  

Regular class will be held on March 29 and 

April 5. 

 

Youth and Family  

A Sesquicentennial Pathway 

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church, I have decided to 

devote my Eagle Scout project to help beautify 

the church gazebo. I will lead a team of 

volunteers to build an engraved brick pathway 

from the cemetery driveway to the gazebo as 

well as landscape around the gazebo to make it a 

more inviting place. 

The brick will forever leave your legacy at St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church while helping to raise 

funds for the project as well as for the 

sesquicentennial celebration being held later this 

year. 

Forms are available in the narthex or the FYI 

with detailed information. 

Feel free to contact me with any 

questions—609-225-1238 or 

jonathantplatt@gmail.com. 

Jon Platt 
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Please remove 
seasonal 
decorations from 
cemetery by 
March 31. 

Thank you! 

 

 

Dementia Information 

 

The Brookdale Westampton Alzheimer’s 
Facility now has two monthly Caregiver 
Support Group meetings.  The location is 480 
Woodlane Road, Westampton. 

Those meetings are the first Thursday of every 
month, 1 to 2 PM; and the second Thursday of 
every month, 6 to 7 PM. The coordinator for 
the meetings is Deb Taylor, and she can be 
reached at 609-877-0555, if you have any 
questions. 

Parkinson’s Support Group 2017 

This group provides the latest medical 
information on Parkinson’s disease, including 
medications and exercise, in a caring, friendly 
environment.  All are welcome to attend.  The 
meetings are held at the Virtua Memorial 
Conference Center, 1st Floor, 175 Madison 
Avenue, Mt. Holly. 

The group meets the third Wednesday of the 
month.  Meetings are free, but you must call 
(888) 847-8823 to register. 

If you have questions regarding Alzheimer’s or 
being a caregiver, call Clyde Z. at (609) 877-
7671. 

 

Rings of Freedom, Rings of 
Responsibility, an Annual 

Milestone Ministry of St. Paul’s 
 

On March 18 & 19 , at all four worship 
services, there will be a celebration for St. 
Paul's high school students who have 
reached this special milestone in their 
lives. We are acknowledging any student 
who is preparing to receive or has received 
their State Driver’s License.  

You and your parents are invited to attend 
if you are a high school student who has 
received your driver’s license after March 
1, 2016 or will be receiving one before 
September 1, 2017 and have not already 
received your key ring recognizing your 
achievement. We would like to know 
if you would like to participate in this 
special event so that preparations can be 
made. Key rings will be given out during 
worship to all participants to use or to keep 
in a place to remind them of the Christian 
emphasis of this milestone in their faith 
life. Please inform us if you are eligible 
and cannot be present but would like to 
receive a key ring and we can arrange to 
give it to you individually. We will also 
provide you with the service of blessing to 
use privately. 

THANK YOU for allowing us this 
opportunity to be a part of your faith 
journey!  Contact the church office at (609) 
267-0740 or stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org 
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March Food 
Collection 

 

 

 

Suggestions for this 

month: canned tuna, 

peanut butter, canned fruits and vegetables. 

As always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 
 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 

narthex. 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 

 

Sunday, April 9 

7:00 AM—11:30 AM 

Menu: 

Country Ham 

Scrambled Eggs 

Home Fried Potatoes 

Sausage 

Biscuits & Gravy 

French Toast Sticks 

Please sign up in the  

narthex! 

 

All proceeds are going to  

Haiti Partners/World Hunger 

Looking  

Ahead! 

 

May is Social Ministry Month 

Social Ministry will be doing the following in 
May: 

Collection of Baby items    

Baby Bottle Collection (filling a baby bottle 
with spare change) 

Armed Forces Day Collection 

 

Senior Luncheon   
 

May 7, 2017 
St. Paul's Hawaiian Holiday  

Start practicing your hula dancing! 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Eight of Fifteen) 

  

In each issue of The Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

 
1940-1950 
In July 1940, blueprints were 

approved for a new Sunday School wing 
and a future church. Members had the 
foresight to realize the growth that would 
take place in this area. In October, the 
congregation began to use weekly worship 
bulletins at worship.  

In 1941, the congregation voted to 
use English at all services. To complement 
that decision, in October, forty new 
hymnals (Common Service Book and 
Hymnal) were purchased for the 
congregation. At Easter of that year, new 
altar paraments were presented to the 
congregation by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Simon 
in memory of their mothers.  

On August 9, 1942, just prior to the 
congregation’s 75th anniversary, Pastor 
Charles Birx resigned to accept another 
pastorate. That same month, Christian and 
American flags were given to the church 
by the Men’s Bible Class. The Diamond 
Jubilee was celebrated in October, with Dr. 

Pfatheicker preaching the sermon. 
On February 21, 1943, the 

Reverend Leonard E. Good became pastor. 
In the summer of that year, Vacation Bible 
School was introduced into the life of the 
congregation. In the fall of 1943, St. Paul’s 
transferred from the German Conference to 
the English Conference, and the 
congregation became more active in extra-
congregational work, particularly in 
Lutheran World Action, as Pastor Good 
later became Conference Director. Under 
his supervision, the congregation continued 
to remember confirmed members and 
friends in the Armed Forces by writing 
personal letters, sending the bulletin, and 
gifts. The first newsletter was 
mimeographed and mailed to members on 
April 1, 1944. 

World War Two had called many 
of St. Paul’s young people into the various 
branches of the country’s service, resulting 
in the Young Men’s Sunday School Group 
almost being depleted. One serviceman 
from our congregation, Army Staff 
Sergeant John S. Walters, was killed.  

The Lutheran Home in Moorestown 
was established in 1947 and the 
congregation furnished the reception room 
in the Home. A yearly practice of the 
women of St. Paul’s hosting a summer 
picnic for the residents was a long-standing 
tradition. In October, the congregation 
celebrated our 80th anniversary, with 
former pastors participating at various 
services. A very substantial increase in the 
Building Fund was received at this time. 
On November 1, 1948, Pastor Good left St. 
Paul’s to serve another congregation. 

On January 9, 1949, two women 
were elected to serve on the Church 
Council for the first time. In that same 
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faucet to fetch drinking water, which came twice a 
day for an hour each time. If I wanted water to 
drink or cook with, I had to be home at the proper 
times. In the hot summer season, we received 
water only once a day. Power cuts were common 
at home and at the hospital. One had to cook 
everything “from scratch”, so time and energy 
went into sustaining oneself. We had no television 
in our town, so visits to neighbors took place 
frequently. Clifford Kantz, a member of St. Paul’s, 
regularly sent me music on cassette tapes. When I 
would receive a new cassette, I would invite my 
Indian friends to visit that evening to listen to the 
new cassette. Movies were our entertainment, and 
they did have newsreels as well. Fortunately, there 
was one English film theater in town which we 
attended often. At times, we would take in Hindi 
and Tamil films as well. A couple of my neighbors 
had telephones, which I would access only if there 
was an emergency. Receiving “care packages” 
from St. Paul’s was a happy event, as I would 
make the cakes and puddings contained in them. I 
also read the newspaper used to pack the items! 

I have returned to India for visits, and I enjoy 
seeing the progress that has been made. Leprosy is 
less prevalent, and the Schieffelin Center is now 
also a general hospital. The Christian Medical 
College Hospital is currently building a sister 
hospital/trauma center in an adjacent state—
Andhra Pradesh.  

I was very fortunate to have this spiritual and 
professional experience in India as well as to get to 
know another culture and people. Christians were 
and are a definite minority in the Indian 
population, which made one stronger in one’s faith 
and respectful of those of other faiths. My 
Lutheran Church of America boss was Rev. Dr. 
Frederick Neudoerffer, who was raised in India by 
missionary parents. His father, Rev. August F.A. 
Neudoerffer was St. Paul’s minister from 1905—
1911.  When I interviewed with Rev. Dr. Frederick 
Neudoerffer for the position in India, he said he 
was familiar with St. Paul’s in Hainesport, as he 
grew up in India hearing stories about life in St. 
Paul’s congregation. That was a pleasant surprise 
for me. The Rev. Dr. Fred Neudoerffer preached 
the sermon and participated in my commissioning 
service at St. Paul’s prior to my departure to India. 

Nancy Prickett 

Missionary to India 
From 1976—1979, I served as a medical 
missionary for the Lutheran Church of America 
(LCA) in the state of Tamil Nadu in India. I was 
located about 90 miles west of Madras, now 
know as Chennai. My clinical assignment was at 
the Schieffelin Leprosy Research & Training 
Center located near the village of Karigiri. The 
Center was operated by the Leprosy Mission, and 
we had approximately 200 beds for patients. We 
also treated outpatients and cared for patients 
monthly in their villages with the epidemiology 
program where patients were seen and given 
medicines. Schieffelin was an international 
training center as well, and medical professionals 
from all over the world trained and studied with 
us. In physical therapy we taught medical 
professionals, para medical workers and 
technicians deformity assessment and pre– and 
post-operative rehabilitation techniques. While at 
Schieffelin, I did engage in some research and 
found a unique phenomena which only occurred 
in nerves affected by leprosy. Since this 
phenomena had not been reported in the  medical 
literature, I gave a paper presentation regarding 
this at a leprosy conference in India. 

In addition to my clinical, research and training 
duties at Schieffelin, I also taught neuroanatomy, 
neurophysiology and neurological rehabilitation 
to physical therapy students attending the 
Christian Medical College in nearby Vellore. 
With very limited resources, I had a lot of 
material to cover with few books and 
audiovisuals. I was creative and made the best use 
of talents and resources available. The students 
were eager to learn, and that made teaching them 
a pleasure. I have been able to follow some of my 
former students, as I do meet them at physical 
therapy conferences. 

Living in India was an adventure in itself. A 
friend of mine from the US wrote and asked if I 
had a chance to go sight-seeing. I replied to her 
that “everything I see is a sight!” I was fortunate 
to rent a small bungalow in town and set up 
housekeeping. That meant going to the town 
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Anna Elizabeth Yoos and 
Herman Bading 

Anna Elizabeth Yoos, was born in New Jersey 
on August 25, 1901 to Carl Ludwig Yoos and 
Margaret Elisabeth Maller, both immigrants 
from Germany. Born the third of eight children, 
she was baptized at St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Lumberton, New Jersey on 
November 17, 1901. 

Anna was confirmed at St. Paul’s on Palm 
Sunday, 1916. 

In December of 1919, Anna was hired as 
secretary by Det. Ellis Parker, a young country 
fiddler who had been hired as a detective in 
1891, and who would later become embroiled 
in the investigation of the Lindbergh 
kidnapping in March of 1932 in Hopewell, 
New Jersey. 

Anna played such an integral part of Parker’s 
interrogations and investigations that she 
became his “right hand man,” earning her 
about 44 pages of notable references in John 
Reisinger’s book published in 2006, “Master 
Detective, the Life and Crimes of Ellis Parker, 
America’s Real-Life Sherlock Holmes.” 

When Ellis Parker was working on the “Pickled 
Corpse” case of 1920, Anna met Herman 
Bading, who would later become a member of 
the newly formed New Jersey State Police. 
Herman was described in Reisinger’s book as 
“a big man who kept fit and looked like a 
football player.” 

On September 27, 1924, Anna and Herman 
were married at St. Paul’s and by 1930, they 
were living on Buttonwood Street in Mt. Holly 
and had two sons, Herman E. and Charles E. 

When the Lindbergh kidnapping occurred in 
1932 in Hopewell Township, Mercer County, 
Trooper Herman Bading was one of the first 
members of the New Jersey State Police to  

 

respond to the Lindbergh residence to secure 
the scene. 

While the “crime of the century” did not occur 
in Burlington County, and Det. Ellis Parker had 
no jurisdiction, he decided to interview the man 
who was ultimately arrested in September of 
1934 in the kidnapping and death of Charles 
Lindbergh, Jr., German born Bruno Richard 
Hauptmann. 

Hauptmann was being held in the notorious 
Trenton State Prison, where female visitors 
were not permitted. Parker knew he had to 
somehow sneak Anna into the prison with him, 
not only for the skills she had in assisting with 
his interrogations and her perfect shorthand, 
but she also spoke fluent German. What better 
way to communicate with a German immigrant 
who had become the “most hated main in 
America!” The day of the interview, two men 
were permitted by guards to have access to 
Hauptmann, one was Ellis Parker and the other 
Anna Bading, dressed in a man’s suite and hat! 
(This story was often told by the Late Harry E. 
McConnell, Chief of the Burlington County 
Detectives.) 

Anna Bading was active at St. Paul’s her entire 
life, becoming the first female to serve on the 
Church Council and later on the Finance 
Committee, and Circle. She passed away in 
1972 and is buried in St. Paul’s cemetery, as is 
her husband. 

Her lifelong slogan was “Evangelism—we do 
as much for the Lord as we can, for as long as 
we can.” That’s how she lived her life. 

- Marilyn Phifer 

7 

year, the Women’s Missionary Society was 
organized, and the congregation also 
sponsored the first Girl Scout troop in 
Hainesport.   On April 10, 1949, the 
Reverend J. Donald Schupp accepted the 
congregation’s call to become pastor of St. 
Paul’s. Shortly after his arrival, an oil 
burner was installed for the Parsonage and 
various other improvements were made. 
Later that year, authorization was given to 
conduct Communion services on the first 
Sunday of every month (expanding on the 
four-times-a-year practice that was in 
place). By 1950, communion was made 
available on the third Sunday of each 
month as well.  

How much change occurred in the 
world around us in this decade? The first 
Social Security checks were paid in 
January, 1940, and the first McDonald’s 
opened in California. The first Bugs Bunny 
cartoon was shown that year, and the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike opened. In 1941, 
the United States was drawn into the World 
War by the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 

Glenn Miller’s “Chattanooga Choo 
Choo” became the first gold record in 
1942, and work began on the Manhattan 
Project, which led up to the creation of 
nuclear weapons. Two years later, the first 
automatic general purpose digital computer 
was constructed at Harvard University, and 
D-Day occurred on June 6, the beginning 
of the end for the Axis powers in Europe. 

In 1945, five weeks after his fourth 
inauguration, President Franklin Roosevelt 
died, and it was left to President Harry 
Truman to make the decision to drop the 
atomic bomb on Japan. At both the Yalta 
Conference and the Potsdam Conference, 

the Allied leaders met to strategize what 
life would look like after the war was over. 
By the next year, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill said that an “Iron 
Curtain” had come across Europe, dividing 
free people from those enslaved by 
Communism. It was the beginning of the 
Cold War. 

In 1947, the Marshall Plan was 
launched to help rebuild Europe, and 
Jackie Robinson became the first black 
baseball player in the major leagues. The 
next year, the Berlin Airlift was organized 
to help those living behind Communist 
lines in that German city. The nation of 
Israel was born.  

Post-World War Two belonged to 
the younger generation, and few things 
typified this better than the introduction of 
45 rpm records! As the decade came to a 
close, people 
reflected on a 
world at peace 
– a world free 
of war. But by 
the next year, 
there was 
Korea. 
 

 

 

Pastoral Acts for February 
 

Baptisms:  Matthew Walty, Zoe Walty, 
Jaxon Mackintosh 
 
Funerals:  James Dobbins, Harold Bozarth, 
Sr. 
 
Weddings:  none 
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reJOYce School 

news for March 

 

We will welcome March 

by celebrating Dr. 

Seuss’ Birthday, reading 

many of his rhyming books and focusing 

on words that rhyme. Spring will also be a 

big topic this month. I hope we will begin 

to see some signs of spring! Silly Sock Day 

will find us exploring each other’s feet. We 

will use our socks to sort according to 

types, color and patterns.  Also this month, 

our school will be going on a field trip to 

the Discovery Museum, something we are 

all looking forward to. 

Our Bible stories this month will include; 

The Prodigal Son, The story of Mary and 

Martha, Zacchaeus, and we will end our 

month learning about the Last Supper. 

We have space available at this time for a 

few new students. It is not too late in the 

school year to enroll. 

In fact, now is a 

perfect time to start 

your little ones, so 

they get acquainted 

with our facility and 

will be eager to 

return next year for a 

full school 

experience.  

 

If you’re interested in a tour or would just 

like to have a conversation about our 

program, please give us a call at (609) 267-

1143.  

Elaine Jardine, Interim Director 

 

 

 

reJOYce Hoagie Sale 

A Great Success 
 

re JOYce Christian School fundraising 
committee would like to thank our friends 
and families for supporting the Super Bowl 
Hoagie Sale. We sold 142 hoagies and 
made a profit of $443.20. The profits will 
go towards the reJOYce playground.  

A big thanks goes out to Herr's chips of 
Hainesport for the donation of Cheese curls 
to complete our hoagies. 

Last but not least, thank you to our "hoagie 
helpers" for packing up the orders and 
handing them out! 

Joyce Alexander 
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that they would ever want to run away “in 
and out of weeks and almost over a year.”  

Fans of the book know the five words on the 
last page.  Max leaves the wild things and 
sails back “through night and day” returning 
to his bedroom, where his supper is waiting 
for him. “…and it was still hot.”   Like Max, 
you can come home again. People are 
waiting with warm hearts to welcome you 
back. It doesn’t matter how far your boat has 
taken you.   There’s a place here for you here 
at St. Paul’s, too, my friends; where you are 
loved, and you are Not Alone!   

 

 

 

 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, March 16 

7:00 PM 

at Carol Ritter’s 

Book: What She Left Behind 

By Ellen Marie Wiseman 

 
If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  
(609) 894-8089. 

 

March Card Shower 
 

Mary Edwards 
c/o Sandra Jost 
5 Ryegate Way 

Lumberton, NJ 08048 

Can Tabs 

Please take a moment to remove your 
soda, soup or pet food can tabs before 
you recycle, bring them to church, and 
deposit them in the container in the 
narthex.  The tabs will be donated to 
CHOP (Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia). 

If you have questions, 
please see Joyce 
Alexander.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be an Altar Guild Meeting 

on Sunday, March 5, following  

the 11 am service.  Bring a bagged 

lunch.  Dessert and coffee/tea  

will be provided. 

 

Contact Peg Biringer  

with any questions. 
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by Larry Burke 
 
I remember the very first 
book I ever read completely 
by myself.  I read it off in 
the corner of Mrs. Mailey’s 
first grade class.  I read 
Where the Wild Things Are 
by Maurice Sendak.  At 

seven years old, I was very much like the 
ornery main character, Max.  I got into a lot 
of trouble in school, and my home life wasn’t 
much better.  Reading (which I have always 
found to be a minor miracle in the lives of the 
young, as they master it) was my escape. It 
took me away from our lack of money, from 
the fighting, and the feelings that I didn’t fit 
in.   

Max’s bedroom turns into a jungle, where he 
finds a ship that takes him “in and out of 
weeks”, far away to where horrible monsters 
name him king, because he is so terrible.  
Max tames the wild things simply by telling 
them to “Be still!”  It would be a few years 
before I would hear the story where our 
Savior says those same words… Like Max, I 
wanted to escape to somewhere where I 
could feel special.  I was seeking a place 
where my individuality would be appreciated 
and not mocked.   

Sendak also illustrated the book.  His pictures 
are bold, mismatched, even disturbing by 
some standards.  That’s another reason I 
thought the book was so cool!  The wild 
things were monsters, but there is a part of 
each and every one of them that is in some 
way familiar to me. I enjoyed our classroom 
copy of that book several times that year. 

Time marches on.   I have read Max’s story 
at several seminal points in my life.  I was in 

college, in a class called Teaching Reading.  
As one of our many projects, we had to read 
and compile an annotated bibliography of 
100 children’s books. Luckily my fiancée, 
whom you all know, was a first grade teacher 
and had hundreds of books in her classroom.  
One of them was of course, Where the Wild 
Things Are. 

Despite the years that passed, the miles 
traveled, and even the lessons learned, 
reading that book again brought back all the 
fears and pains of that seven year old. Much 
had changed in my life.  Many of my earlier 
problems were resolved, but new ones had 
arisen to take their place.  The trials of 
adulthood seem a million times worse than 
those of a child.  Perhaps they are merely 
proportional. 

Even as a college student there were days I 
wished I could hop on that boat and escape to 
a world where I would be welcome, 
celebrated even, just for being me.  I wished I 
could control everything with a mere “Be 
still!” 

I don’t remember what grade I got on that 
project.  I can honestly only remember one 
other book that I read and annotated.  That 
one was called Ferdinand the Bull.  The story 
was about a bull who only wanted to smell 
the flowers, not step into the matador’s ring.  
Wait, I think I’m noticing a theme here…. 

I didn’t think much about Where the Wild 
Things Are until I took my four year old to 
the pediatrician, where each check-up ends 
with the child selecting a new book.  I guess 
you know what Miles selected.  As I read it 
to him that night, the book had an entirely 
new meaning for me.  I was no longer Max.  I 
had the most awesome responsibility of all.  I 
had to keep my boys safe, but also to allow 
them to grow.  I couldn’t be so over-bearing 
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Music Matters  

March 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

“The Glory of These Forty Days” 

Admit it! When you are thinking about the 

order of the alphabet, you sing the Alphabet 

Song. If you can’t remember something, sing it. 

This is good advice.  

I’m pretty sure most of us can’t remember a 

sermon line by line. My goal is to take away 

some major points that have spoken to me to 

pray upon during the week, and I look forward 

to that guidance and insight from the pastors.  

Still nothing creeps into my consciousness and 

plays over in mind again and again like the 

hymns. Our Lenten hymns are especially so 

wonderful at telling the story and affirming our 

journey of fasting and prayer. The first hymn in 

the ELW is “O Lord, Throughout These Forty 

Days” which is about time Jesus spent in the 

desert, thwarting Satan. “The Glory of These 

Forty Days” adds historical context to the story 

by adding Moses, Elijah, Daniel and John the 

Baptist to the story. Lenten hymns lift up the 

journey of our return, encouraging us to give 

up the things that separate us and taking on the 

things that bring us closer to Jesus. 

I’m not going to go through every hymn here, 

but I am recommending something to you. The 

next time you get to church early, even if you 

go to the 9:30 service, open the hymnal and 

turn to hymn number 319 in the back. This is 

where it starts, the journey of lent. These 

hymns are beautiful poems rich with imagery 

and powerful words of encouragement. When 

you read these words, if the melodies sing out 

in your mind, don’t be surprised. Then don’t be 

surprised if these words and melodies live in 

your heart and mind during your Lenten 

journey.  

 

First 

Communion 

Class 

The next First 
Communion class will begin on Sunday, 
April 2 for anyone interested in what we 
Lutheran believe and teach about the 
Lord’s Supper. Classes are Sunday, April 2 
at 2:00 PM in the Music Room and 
Wednesday, April 5 at 6:30 PM in the 
Music Room. First Communion will be 
offered at all four services on April 22 and 
23. 

 

New Members Class 

A New Members class will start on 
Sunday, April 2 at 2:00 PM in the Great 
Room of the Study House. Anyone 
interested in membership here at St. Paul’s 
is encouraged to sign up for this four-part 
class to learn some Lutheran history, to 
learn who we are here at St. Paul’s and to 
meet many of the key leaders of our 
congregation. New 
members will be received at 
the four services on April 
29 and 30. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (MR) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:00 PM Ash Weds Service 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
 6:00 PM Dinner (St. Andrew’s) 
 7:30 PM Ash Weds Service  
               (St. Andrew’s) 

2 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels  
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

3 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

4 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:30 PM NA (MR) 

5    
     8:00 AM Worship 
     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
    7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 
  

6 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  6:30 PM Girl Scouts (SH) 

  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:30 PM Handbells (Sanc) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

7 

10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

8 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:05 PM Lenten Lunch (PH) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

9 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM  Christus Choir (M) 

10 

 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

 

Chimes articles due 

11 

 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:30 PM NA (MR) 

 

 

12 

     8:00 AM Worship 
     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     2:00 PM Think Tank (MR) 
     6:30 PM SrHi Youth Group 
                       (SH) 
      

13   

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  7:30 PM Handbells (Sanc) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

14 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

 

15 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:05 PM Lenten Lunch (PH) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (@St. 
               Andrew’s) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH 

16  

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM  Christus Choir (M) 

17 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

18 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:30 PM NA (MR) 

 

Rings of Freedom/Rings of 
Responsibility 

19 

     8:00 AM Worship 
     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 
 

Rings of Freedom/Rings of 
Responsibility 

20 

   9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

   6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

21   

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:40 PM Congregation Council  
                   MR 

22 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:05 PM Lenten Lunch (PH) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

23 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM  Christus Choir (M) 

24 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

25 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:30 PM NA (MR) 

26 

     8:00 AM Worship 
     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     6:30 PM SrHi Youth Group 
                       (SH) 
    

27  

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

   7:00 PM AA (PH) 

  7:00 PM Bible Study (G) 
  7:30 PM Handbells (Sanc) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

28  

10:00 AM EGA (PH) 

6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
 

29 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:05 PM Lenten Lunch (PH) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

30 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM  Christus Choir (M) 

31 

9:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 

 

Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church   
Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House 
(SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 

2
0
1
7
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by Larry Burke 
 
I remember the very first 
book I ever read completely 
by myself.  I read it off in 
the corner of Mrs. Mailey’s 
first grade class.  I read 
Where the Wild Things Are 
by Maurice Sendak.  At 

seven years old, I was very much like the 
ornery main character, Max.  I got into a lot 
of trouble in school, and my home life wasn’t 
much better.  Reading (which I have always 
found to be a minor miracle in the lives of the 
young, as they master it) was my escape. It 
took me away from our lack of money, from 
the fighting, and the feelings that I didn’t fit 
in.   

Max’s bedroom turns into a jungle, where he 
finds a ship that takes him “in and out of 
weeks”, far away to where horrible monsters 
name him king, because he is so terrible.  
Max tames the wild things simply by telling 
them to “Be still!”  It would be a few years 
before I would hear the story where our 
Savior says those same words… Like Max, I 
wanted to escape to somewhere where I 
could feel special.  I was seeking a place 
where my individuality would be appreciated 
and not mocked.   

Sendak also illustrated the book.  His pictures 
are bold, mismatched, even disturbing by 
some standards.  That’s another reason I 
thought the book was so cool!  The wild 
things were monsters, but there is a part of 
each and every one of them that is in some 
way familiar to me. I enjoyed our classroom 
copy of that book several times that year. 

Time marches on.   I have read Max’s story 
at several seminal points in my life.  I was in 

college, in a class called Teaching Reading.  
As one of our many projects, we had to read 
and compile an annotated bibliography of 
100 children’s books. Luckily my fiancée, 
whom you all know, was a first grade teacher 
and had hundreds of books in her classroom.  
One of them was of course, Where the Wild 
Things Are. 

Despite the years that passed, the miles 
traveled, and even the lessons learned, 
reading that book again brought back all the 
fears and pains of that seven year old. Much 
had changed in my life.  Many of my earlier 
problems were resolved, but new ones had 
arisen to take their place.  The trials of 
adulthood seem a million times worse than 
those of a child.  Perhaps they are merely 
proportional. 

Even as a college student there were days I 
wished I could hop on that boat and escape to 
a world where I would be welcome, 
celebrated even, just for being me.  I wished I 
could control everything with a mere “Be 
still!” 

I don’t remember what grade I got on that 
project.  I can honestly only remember one 
other book that I read and annotated.  That 
one was called Ferdinand the Bull.  The story 
was about a bull who only wanted to smell 
the flowers, not step into the matador’s ring.  
Wait, I think I’m noticing a theme here…. 

I didn’t think much about Where the Wild 
Things Are until I took my four year old to 
the pediatrician, where each check-up ends 
with the child selecting a new book.  I guess 
you know what Miles selected.  As I read it 
to him that night, the book had an entirely 
new meaning for me.  I was no longer Max.  I 
had the most awesome responsibility of all.  I 
had to keep my boys safe, but also to allow 
them to grow.  I couldn’t be so over-bearing 
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Music Matters  

March 2017  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

“The Glory of These Forty Days” 

Admit it! When you are thinking about the 

order of the alphabet, you sing the Alphabet 

Song. If you can’t remember something, sing it. 

This is good advice.  

I’m pretty sure most of us can’t remember a 

sermon line by line. My goal is to take away 

some major points that have spoken to me to 

pray upon during the week, and I look forward 

to that guidance and insight from the pastors.  

Still nothing creeps into my consciousness and 

plays over in mind again and again like the 

hymns. Our Lenten hymns are especially so 

wonderful at telling the story and affirming our 

journey of fasting and prayer. The first hymn in 

the ELW is “O Lord, Throughout These Forty 

Days” which is about time Jesus spent in the 

desert, thwarting Satan. “The Glory of These 

Forty Days” adds historical context to the story 

by adding Moses, Elijah, Daniel and John the 

Baptist to the story. Lenten hymns lift up the 

journey of our return, encouraging us to give 

up the things that separate us and taking on the 

things that bring us closer to Jesus. 

I’m not going to go through every hymn here, 

but I am recommending something to you. The 

next time you get to church early, even if you 

go to the 9:30 service, open the hymnal and 

turn to hymn number 319 in the back. This is 

where it starts, the journey of lent. These 

hymns are beautiful poems rich with imagery 

and powerful words of encouragement. When 

you read these words, if the melodies sing out 

in your mind, don’t be surprised. Then don’t be 

surprised if these words and melodies live in 

your heart and mind during your Lenten 

journey.  

 

First 

Communion 

Class 

The next First 
Communion class will begin on Sunday, 
April 2 for anyone interested in what we 
Lutheran believe and teach about the 
Lord’s Supper. Classes are Sunday, April 2 
at 2:00 PM in the Music Room and 
Wednesday, April 5 at 6:30 PM in the 
Music Room. First Communion will be 
offered at all four services on April 22 and 
23. 

 

New Members Class 

A New Members class will start on 
Sunday, April 2 at 2:00 PM in the Great 
Room of the Study House. Anyone 
interested in membership here at St. Paul’s 
is encouraged to sign up for this four-part 
class to learn some Lutheran history, to 
learn who we are here at St. Paul’s and to 
meet many of the key leaders of our 
congregation. New 
members will be received at 
the four services on April 
29 and 30. 
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reJOYce School 

news for March 

 

We will welcome March 

by celebrating Dr. 

Seuss’ Birthday, reading 

many of his rhyming books and focusing 

on words that rhyme. Spring will also be a 

big topic this month. I hope we will begin 

to see some signs of spring! Silly Sock Day 

will find us exploring each other’s feet. We 

will use our socks to sort according to 

types, color and patterns.  Also this month, 

our school will be going on a field trip to 

the Discovery Museum, something we are 

all looking forward to. 

Our Bible stories this month will include; 

The Prodigal Son, The story of Mary and 

Martha, Zacchaeus, and we will end our 

month learning about the Last Supper. 

We have space available at this time for a 

few new students. It is not too late in the 

school year to enroll. 

In fact, now is a 

perfect time to start 

your little ones, so 

they get acquainted 

with our facility and 

will be eager to 

return next year for a 

full school 

experience.  

 

If you’re interested in a tour or would just 

like to have a conversation about our 

program, please give us a call at (609) 267-

1143.  

Elaine Jardine, Interim Director 

 

 

 

reJOYce Hoagie Sale 

A Great Success 
 

re JOYce Christian School fundraising 
committee would like to thank our friends 
and families for supporting the Super Bowl 
Hoagie Sale. We sold 142 hoagies and 
made a profit of $443.20. The profits will 
go towards the reJOYce playground.  

A big thanks goes out to Herr's chips of 
Hainesport for the donation of Cheese curls 
to complete our hoagies. 

Last but not least, thank you to our "hoagie 
helpers" for packing up the orders and 
handing them out! 

Joyce Alexander 
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that they would ever want to run away “in 
and out of weeks and almost over a year.”  

Fans of the book know the five words on the 
last page.  Max leaves the wild things and 
sails back “through night and day” returning 
to his bedroom, where his supper is waiting 
for him. “…and it was still hot.”   Like Max, 
you can come home again. People are 
waiting with warm hearts to welcome you 
back. It doesn’t matter how far your boat has 
taken you.   There’s a place here for you here 
at St. Paul’s, too, my friends; where you are 
loved, and you are Not Alone!   

 

 

 

 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, March 16 

7:00 PM 

at Carol Ritter’s 

Book: What She Left Behind 

By Ellen Marie Wiseman 

 
If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  
(609) 894-8089. 

 

March Card Shower 
 

Mary Edwards 
c/o Sandra Jost 
5 Ryegate Way 

Lumberton, NJ 08048 

Can Tabs 

Please take a moment to remove your 
soda, soup or pet food can tabs before 
you recycle, bring them to church, and 
deposit them in the container in the 
narthex.  The tabs will be donated to 
CHOP (Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia). 

If you have questions, 
please see Joyce 
Alexander.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be an Altar Guild Meeting 

on Sunday, March 5, following  

the 11 am service.  Bring a bagged 

lunch.  Dessert and coffee/tea  

will be provided. 

 

Contact Peg Biringer  

with any questions. 
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Anna Elizabeth Yoos and 
Herman Bading 

Anna Elizabeth Yoos, was born in New Jersey 
on August 25, 1901 to Carl Ludwig Yoos and 
Margaret Elisabeth Maller, both immigrants 
from Germany. Born the third of eight children, 
she was baptized at St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Lumberton, New Jersey on 
November 17, 1901. 

Anna was confirmed at St. Paul’s on Palm 
Sunday, 1916. 

In December of 1919, Anna was hired as 
secretary by Det. Ellis Parker, a young country 
fiddler who had been hired as a detective in 
1891, and who would later become embroiled 
in the investigation of the Lindbergh 
kidnapping in March of 1932 in Hopewell, 
New Jersey. 

Anna played such an integral part of Parker’s 
interrogations and investigations that she 
became his “right hand man,” earning her 
about 44 pages of notable references in John 
Reisinger’s book published in 2006, “Master 
Detective, the Life and Crimes of Ellis Parker, 
America’s Real-Life Sherlock Holmes.” 

When Ellis Parker was working on the “Pickled 
Corpse” case of 1920, Anna met Herman 
Bading, who would later become a member of 
the newly formed New Jersey State Police. 
Herman was described in Reisinger’s book as 
“a big man who kept fit and looked like a 
football player.” 

On September 27, 1924, Anna and Herman 
were married at St. Paul’s and by 1930, they 
were living on Buttonwood Street in Mt. Holly 
and had two sons, Herman E. and Charles E. 

When the Lindbergh kidnapping occurred in 
1932 in Hopewell Township, Mercer County, 
Trooper Herman Bading was one of the first 
members of the New Jersey State Police to  

 

respond to the Lindbergh residence to secure 
the scene. 

While the “crime of the century” did not occur 
in Burlington County, and Det. Ellis Parker had 
no jurisdiction, he decided to interview the man 
who was ultimately arrested in September of 
1934 in the kidnapping and death of Charles 
Lindbergh, Jr., German born Bruno Richard 
Hauptmann. 

Hauptmann was being held in the notorious 
Trenton State Prison, where female visitors 
were not permitted. Parker knew he had to 
somehow sneak Anna into the prison with him, 
not only for the skills she had in assisting with 
his interrogations and her perfect shorthand, 
but she also spoke fluent German. What better 
way to communicate with a German immigrant 
who had become the “most hated main in 
America!” The day of the interview, two men 
were permitted by guards to have access to 
Hauptmann, one was Ellis Parker and the other 
Anna Bading, dressed in a man’s suite and hat! 
(This story was often told by the Late Harry E. 
McConnell, Chief of the Burlington County 
Detectives.) 

Anna Bading was active at St. Paul’s her entire 
life, becoming the first female to serve on the 
Church Council and later on the Finance 
Committee, and Circle. She passed away in 
1972 and is buried in St. Paul’s cemetery, as is 
her husband. 

Her lifelong slogan was “Evangelism—we do 
as much for the Lord as we can, for as long as 
we can.” That’s how she lived her life. 

- Marilyn Phifer 
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year, the Women’s Missionary Society was 
organized, and the congregation also 
sponsored the first Girl Scout troop in 
Hainesport.   On April 10, 1949, the 
Reverend J. Donald Schupp accepted the 
congregation’s call to become pastor of St. 
Paul’s. Shortly after his arrival, an oil 
burner was installed for the Parsonage and 
various other improvements were made. 
Later that year, authorization was given to 
conduct Communion services on the first 
Sunday of every month (expanding on the 
four-times-a-year practice that was in 
place). By 1950, communion was made 
available on the third Sunday of each 
month as well.  

How much change occurred in the 
world around us in this decade? The first 
Social Security checks were paid in 
January, 1940, and the first McDonald’s 
opened in California. The first Bugs Bunny 
cartoon was shown that year, and the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike opened. In 1941, 
the United States was drawn into the World 
War by the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 

Glenn Miller’s “Chattanooga Choo 
Choo” became the first gold record in 
1942, and work began on the Manhattan 
Project, which led up to the creation of 
nuclear weapons. Two years later, the first 
automatic general purpose digital computer 
was constructed at Harvard University, and 
D-Day occurred on June 6, the beginning 
of the end for the Axis powers in Europe. 

In 1945, five weeks after his fourth 
inauguration, President Franklin Roosevelt 
died, and it was left to President Harry 
Truman to make the decision to drop the 
atomic bomb on Japan. At both the Yalta 
Conference and the Potsdam Conference, 

the Allied leaders met to strategize what 
life would look like after the war was over. 
By the next year, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill said that an “Iron 
Curtain” had come across Europe, dividing 
free people from those enslaved by 
Communism. It was the beginning of the 
Cold War. 

In 1947, the Marshall Plan was 
launched to help rebuild Europe, and 
Jackie Robinson became the first black 
baseball player in the major leagues. The 
next year, the Berlin Airlift was organized 
to help those living behind Communist 
lines in that German city. The nation of 
Israel was born.  

Post-World War Two belonged to 
the younger generation, and few things 
typified this better than the introduction of 
45 rpm records! As the decade came to a 
close, people 
reflected on a 
world at peace 
– a world free 
of war. But by 
the next year, 
there was 
Korea. 
 

 

 

Pastoral Acts for February 
 

Baptisms:  Matthew Walty, Zoe Walty, 
Jaxon Mackintosh 
 
Funerals:  James Dobbins, Harold Bozarth, 
Sr. 
 
Weddings:  none 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Eight of Fifteen) 

  

In each issue of The Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

 
1940-1950 
In July 1940, blueprints were 

approved for a new Sunday School wing 
and a future church. Members had the 
foresight to realize the growth that would 
take place in this area. In October, the 
congregation began to use weekly worship 
bulletins at worship.  

In 1941, the congregation voted to 
use English at all services. To complement 
that decision, in October, forty new 
hymnals (Common Service Book and 
Hymnal) were purchased for the 
congregation. At Easter of that year, new 
altar paraments were presented to the 
congregation by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Simon 
in memory of their mothers.  

On August 9, 1942, just prior to the 
congregation’s 75th anniversary, Pastor 
Charles Birx resigned to accept another 
pastorate. That same month, Christian and 
American flags were given to the church 
by the Men’s Bible Class. The Diamond 
Jubilee was celebrated in October, with Dr. 

Pfatheicker preaching the sermon. 
On February 21, 1943, the 

Reverend Leonard E. Good became pastor. 
In the summer of that year, Vacation Bible 
School was introduced into the life of the 
congregation. In the fall of 1943, St. Paul’s 
transferred from the German Conference to 
the English Conference, and the 
congregation became more active in extra-
congregational work, particularly in 
Lutheran World Action, as Pastor Good 
later became Conference Director. Under 
his supervision, the congregation continued 
to remember confirmed members and 
friends in the Armed Forces by writing 
personal letters, sending the bulletin, and 
gifts. The first newsletter was 
mimeographed and mailed to members on 
April 1, 1944. 

World War Two had called many 
of St. Paul’s young people into the various 
branches of the country’s service, resulting 
in the Young Men’s Sunday School Group 
almost being depleted. One serviceman 
from our congregation, Army Staff 
Sergeant John S. Walters, was killed.  

The Lutheran Home in Moorestown 
was established in 1947 and the 
congregation furnished the reception room 
in the Home. A yearly practice of the 
women of St. Paul’s hosting a summer 
picnic for the residents was a long-standing 
tradition. In October, the congregation 
celebrated our 80th anniversary, with 
former pastors participating at various 
services. A very substantial increase in the 
Building Fund was received at this time. 
On November 1, 1948, Pastor Good left St. 
Paul’s to serve another congregation. 

On January 9, 1949, two women 
were elected to serve on the Church 
Council for the first time. In that same 
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faucet to fetch drinking water, which came twice a 
day for an hour each time. If I wanted water to 
drink or cook with, I had to be home at the proper 
times. In the hot summer season, we received 
water only once a day. Power cuts were common 
at home and at the hospital. One had to cook 
everything “from scratch”, so time and energy 
went into sustaining oneself. We had no television 
in our town, so visits to neighbors took place 
frequently. Clifford Kantz, a member of St. Paul’s, 
regularly sent me music on cassette tapes. When I 
would receive a new cassette, I would invite my 
Indian friends to visit that evening to listen to the 
new cassette. Movies were our entertainment, and 
they did have newsreels as well. Fortunately, there 
was one English film theater in town which we 
attended often. At times, we would take in Hindi 
and Tamil films as well. A couple of my neighbors 
had telephones, which I would access only if there 
was an emergency. Receiving “care packages” 
from St. Paul’s was a happy event, as I would 
make the cakes and puddings contained in them. I 
also read the newspaper used to pack the items! 

I have returned to India for visits, and I enjoy 
seeing the progress that has been made. Leprosy is 
less prevalent, and the Schieffelin Center is now 
also a general hospital. The Christian Medical 
College Hospital is currently building a sister 
hospital/trauma center in an adjacent state—
Andhra Pradesh.  

I was very fortunate to have this spiritual and 
professional experience in India as well as to get to 
know another culture and people. Christians were 
and are a definite minority in the Indian 
population, which made one stronger in one’s faith 
and respectful of those of other faiths. My 
Lutheran Church of America boss was Rev. Dr. 
Frederick Neudoerffer, who was raised in India by 
missionary parents. His father, Rev. August F.A. 
Neudoerffer was St. Paul’s minister from 1905—
1911.  When I interviewed with Rev. Dr. Frederick 
Neudoerffer for the position in India, he said he 
was familiar with St. Paul’s in Hainesport, as he 
grew up in India hearing stories about life in St. 
Paul’s congregation. That was a pleasant surprise 
for me. The Rev. Dr. Fred Neudoerffer preached 
the sermon and participated in my commissioning 
service at St. Paul’s prior to my departure to India. 

Nancy Prickett 

Missionary to India 
From 1976—1979, I served as a medical 
missionary for the Lutheran Church of America 
(LCA) in the state of Tamil Nadu in India. I was 
located about 90 miles west of Madras, now 
know as Chennai. My clinical assignment was at 
the Schieffelin Leprosy Research & Training 
Center located near the village of Karigiri. The 
Center was operated by the Leprosy Mission, and 
we had approximately 200 beds for patients. We 
also treated outpatients and cared for patients 
monthly in their villages with the epidemiology 
program where patients were seen and given 
medicines. Schieffelin was an international 
training center as well, and medical professionals 
from all over the world trained and studied with 
us. In physical therapy we taught medical 
professionals, para medical workers and 
technicians deformity assessment and pre– and 
post-operative rehabilitation techniques. While at 
Schieffelin, I did engage in some research and 
found a unique phenomena which only occurred 
in nerves affected by leprosy. Since this 
phenomena had not been reported in the  medical 
literature, I gave a paper presentation regarding 
this at a leprosy conference in India. 

In addition to my clinical, research and training 
duties at Schieffelin, I also taught neuroanatomy, 
neurophysiology and neurological rehabilitation 
to physical therapy students attending the 
Christian Medical College in nearby Vellore. 
With very limited resources, I had a lot of 
material to cover with few books and 
audiovisuals. I was creative and made the best use 
of talents and resources available. The students 
were eager to learn, and that made teaching them 
a pleasure. I have been able to follow some of my 
former students, as I do meet them at physical 
therapy conferences. 

Living in India was an adventure in itself. A 
friend of mine from the US wrote and asked if I 
had a chance to go sight-seeing. I replied to her 
that “everything I see is a sight!” I was fortunate 
to rent a small bungalow in town and set up 
housekeeping. That meant going to the town 
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Please remove 
seasonal 
decorations from 
cemetery by 
March 31. 

Thank you! 

 

 

Dementia Information 

 

The Brookdale Westampton Alzheimer’s 
Facility now has two monthly Caregiver 
Support Group meetings.  The location is 480 
Woodlane Road, Westampton. 

Those meetings are the first Thursday of every 
month, 1 to 2 PM; and the second Thursday of 
every month, 6 to 7 PM. The coordinator for 
the meetings is Deb Taylor, and she can be 
reached at 609-877-0555, if you have any 
questions. 

Parkinson’s Support Group 2017 

This group provides the latest medical 
information on Parkinson’s disease, including 
medications and exercise, in a caring, friendly 
environment.  All are welcome to attend.  The 
meetings are held at the Virtua Memorial 
Conference Center, 1st Floor, 175 Madison 
Avenue, Mt. Holly. 

The group meets the third Wednesday of the 
month.  Meetings are free, but you must call 
(888) 847-8823 to register. 

If you have questions regarding Alzheimer’s or 
being a caregiver, call Clyde Z. at (609) 877-
7671. 

 

Rings of Freedom, Rings of 
Responsibility, an Annual 

Milestone Ministry of St. Paul’s 
 

On March 18 & 19 , at all four worship 
services, there will be a celebration for St. 
Paul's high school students who have 
reached this special milestone in their 
lives. We are acknowledging any student 
who is preparing to receive or has received 
their State Driver’s License.  

You and your parents are invited to attend 
if you are a high school student who has 
received your driver’s license after March 
1, 2016 or will be receiving one before 
September 1, 2017 and have not already 
received your key ring recognizing your 
achievement. We would like to know 
if you would like to participate in this 
special event so that preparations can be 
made. Key rings will be given out during 
worship to all participants to use or to keep 
in a place to remind them of the Christian 
emphasis of this milestone in their faith 
life. Please inform us if you are eligible 
and cannot be present but would like to 
receive a key ring and we can arrange to 
give it to you individually. We will also 
provide you with the service of blessing to 
use privately. 

THANK YOU for allowing us this 
opportunity to be a part of your faith 
journey!  Contact the church office at (609) 
267-0740 or stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org 
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March Food 
Collection 

 

 

 

Suggestions for this 

month: canned tuna, 

peanut butter, canned fruits and vegetables. 

As always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 
 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 

narthex. 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 

 

Sunday, April 9 

7:00 AM—11:30 AM 

Menu: 

Country Ham 

Scrambled Eggs 

Home Fried Potatoes 

Sausage 

Biscuits & Gravy 

French Toast Sticks 

Please sign up in the  

narthex! 

 

All proceeds are going to  

Haiti Partners/World Hunger 

Looking  

Ahead! 

 

May is Social Ministry Month 

Social Ministry will be doing the following in 
May: 

Collection of Baby items    

Baby Bottle Collection (filling a baby bottle 
with spare change) 

Armed Forces Day Collection 

 

Senior Luncheon   
 

May 7, 2017 
St. Paul's Hawaiian Holiday  

Start practicing your hula dancing! 
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Easter Basket Collection for 
the Children at 

Bridge of Peace in Camden 
 

We will be providing Easter Baskets again this 
year for the kids in Camden.  This year, we 
will be trying something new.  In the narthex, 
you will find a sign up sheet, and numbered 
bins for either a boy or a girl, along with the 
list of the items needed.  
 

These aren’t your “run-of-the-mill” Easter 
baskets.  We’re asking that the baskets be 
filled with toiletries and food items.  Many of 
these children rely on the free breakfast and 
lunch provided by school, and they may go 
without over the Easter break. 
 

“I don’t know if I can fill a whole bin,” you 
say to yourself.  How about getting a group 
together to fill a bin—your bible study, youth 
group, or just a group of friends! 
 

We are hoping to fill 50 baskets for the 
children.  The filled bins are due back by April 
2 so they can be delivered to Bridge of Peace 
in time for Easter. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Pat Headrick— 

609-267-4775,  

Melissa Headrick—609-
367-4661  
or Claudia O’Malley—
609-265-9047. 
 
 

Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the wonderful cookie bakers 

of St. Paul's!  We were able to fill 30 Valentine 

tins for our shut-ins and members who need a 

little treat.  Thank you to everyone who helped 

with the packing, and a special thank you to 

Peg Biringer for chairing this event! 

 

Shout out to Ann Lopez who was inadvertently  

left off the list of thanks for the Epiphany 

Dinner!   

 

 

 

Mitten Tree 

 

The Christmas tree will 
remain in the narthex through 
March to receive donations of 

mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and 
children’s socks to donate to those in the 
area who can use them. 
 

Let’s keep the tree full! 
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Youth News 

One teen attended the 

Winter Youth Assembly in 

Harvey Cedars.  The Senior 

Youth group has been 

meeting bimonthly.  They 

have been having fun 

playing games.  The 

Pancake Supper was held 

on February 28 to raise 

money for the 2018 Youth 

Gathering.  Meetings for March will be the 

12th and 26th from 6:30-8:00.  On the 26th, 

they will be assembling a few Easter Baskets 

for Bridge of Peace.   On April 9, the youth 

will help serve Palm Sunday breakfast.  April 

meetings are the 9th and 23rd. 

“Light of the World” is the Middle School 

Retreat for students in Grades 6-8.  It is being 

held at Camp Crossroads the weekend of April 

21-23.  The cost is $95 with camperships 

available. Interested students should contact 

Sandy Sambucci ASAP as spots are filling up 

quickly.   Registration forms and money are 

due March 10.  Consider going as this retreat 

promises to be a weekend of great food, 

singing, Bible study, games and laughter! 

It’s also time to register for Confirmation 

Camp.  A $100 deposit is due at camp by 

March 15.  Please turn it into Sandy Sambucci 

by March 12.  (This deposit is non-refundable 

after May 1.)  The camp fee this year is $455.  

(After March 15 the cost is $505.)   

Confirmation camp is July 9-15.   We are 

looking for both a male and female chaperone 

for camp as well as someone to organize the 

Yard Sale to help defray the cost of camp.   If 

interested, please contact Sandy Sambucci.  

There is no catechism class on Ash 

Wednesday, March 1. Please plan to attend the 

church service instead.  March 15, the class 

will visit St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.  

Regular class will be held on March 29 and 

April 5. 

 

Youth and Family  

A Sesquicentennial Pathway 

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church, I have decided to 

devote my Eagle Scout project to help beautify 

the church gazebo. I will lead a team of 

volunteers to build an engraved brick pathway 

from the cemetery driveway to the gazebo as 

well as landscape around the gazebo to make it a 

more inviting place. 

The brick will forever leave your legacy at St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church while helping to raise 

funds for the project as well as for the 

sesquicentennial celebration being held later this 

year. 

Forms are available in the narthex or the FYI 

with detailed information. 

Feel free to contact me with any 

questions—609-225-1238 or 

jonathantplatt@gmail.com. 

Jon Platt 
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Daylight Savings Time 
begins on 

Sunday, March 12. 
 

Don’t forget to  
turn your clocks 
ahead one hour! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Pastor David, 

Thank you so much for your gift to the 
people we serve at Lutheran Crossings.  
I’m happy to visit any Sunday and share 
thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Gebhart, Executive Director 
Mission Advancement 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for your “Get Well” wishes and 
condolences.  I truly feel blessed by your 
greetings when we meet fact to face. 
 
May we all be held in God’s hand. 
 
Mitch Cramer 
 
 
To St. Paul’s, 
Thank you for your remembrance of our 
mother to her church, Hope Lutheran. We 
greatly appreciate the honor you gave her 
at the end of her earthly life. 
 

The family of Kriemhild (Mrs. Leonard) 
Good 

Thanks to all who sent payers my way 
during my two recent stays at the hospital. 
I am doing better now, but must visit a few 
doctors to find out why this is happening to 
me. Keep praying for me and others as 
well. Thanks also for the phone calls. St. 
Paul’s helps so many, and we are all 
blessed to be a part of this. 
 
Prayers to all, 
Grace Ezze 
 
 
I would like to thank the ladies who baked 
and packed the Valentine's cookies for me.   
 
What a wonderful and thoughtful surprise. 
Thank you very much. Also, as usual, we 
deeply appreciate all the continuous prayer 
you all do as I fight my cancer. Lydia and I 
are truly blessed by being part of the St. 
Paul’s family. 
 
God bless you, 
Bob Cross 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
 

Ash Wednesday starts the season of Lent in the 

church. Lent comes from an Old English Word 

lenctenor, as well as the Dutch word lente, 

which means “lengthen” and applied to 

springtime when the hours of daylight lengthen. 

The word used for it in Latin, quadragesima, 

means “forty”. 

Since about the third century, Christians have 

prepared for Easter. Some of these early 

followers would fast from the conclusion of 

Good Friday services to celebration of Easter so 

fasting would coincide with the time Jesus was 

in the tomb. Then the amount of time to fast 

was spread to six days which was the amount of 

time the catechumens spent learning and 

preparing to be baptized and to receive the 

Lord’s Supper at the Easter Vigil. 

Eventually it increased in weeks until it came to 

the current length of forty days, excluding 

Sundays. Sundays are celebrations of the 

resurrection or mini Easters. The number 40 is 

Biblically significant. A few examples are the 

Noah story—it rained for 40 days and nights; 

the Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 

years; Jesus fasted in the wilderness for 40 

days. Tradition had it Jesus was in the tomb for 

40 hours. 

The season of Lent lasts forty days running 

from Ash Wednesday into Holy Saturday. 

Remember, Sundays in Lent are “in Lent” and 

not “of Lent” because every Sunday is a mini 

Easter. In the Roman Catholic tradition, many 

fast or abstain from eating meat on Fridays in 

Lent. Some people abstain from certain 

behaviors or foods during the season of Lent. 

Some will give up something for Lent like 

candy, soda, ice cream, etc. Some people take 

extra time during Lent to do charitable work. 

There exists a tradition to devote more time to 

prayer and study in their daily lives during this 

time as well. Others give more of their time, 

treasures, and talents during the season of Lent. 

Along with changes in personal lives, there are 

some changes that one may see in church and at 

worship. In some traditions crosses, crucifixes, 

statues, and religious objects are covered during 

the season of Lent. Some churches will veil or 

remove such items on Good Friday. All who 

practice either custom unveil and replace all at 

the Easter Vigil service or have them uncovered 

for Easter services. Another practice, one that is 

fairly common, is the removal of “alleluias” 

from worship during the season of Lent. 

“Alleluia” is one of the first words spoken at 

the Easter service. 

Now that we have learned a little more about 

this liturgical season, I hope this time will be a 

time of study, prayer, discipline, and gaining 

some new faith practices. 

 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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 Dear Friends, 
 In January, we 

joined with our sisters and 
brothers from Our Lady Queen of 

Peace Roman Catholic Church to celebrate 
Epiphany. We shared a meal, and we 
worshipped together. It was a good declaration 
of our unity to Christ to all in our larger 
community. 
 

 Five days later, the Philadelphia 
Inquirer had an article about a Jewish 
synagogue in Philadelphia that had been 
vandalized. Someone – the paper questioned 
whether it was just kids or a hate crime – 
threw rocks through the windows of the 
sanctuary. This happened not once, but twice. 
I brought this to the attention of the Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast and asked if we could do 
something to show our solidarity with a 
congregation in distress. Remembering that we 
had windows broken last spring, the men 
responded with gifts of $300.00, which was 
sent to Temple Menorah-Keneseth. We felt it 
was a good declaration of our oneness in God. 
 

 On the first day of February, Aldin 
Coralic, a Bosnian Muslim living in 
Philadelphia, came and spoke to our catechism 
class about the Muslim faith. Aldin is one of 
the translators who has helped our Synod’s 
International Servant Trip each year. He was 
informative and interesting as he spoke to the 
class about the Five Pillars of the Islamic 
Faith. I know I learned quite a bit that I did not 
know. In light of what was going on in our 
country at that time regarding immigration, it 
was very timely to hear his words. 
 

 In March, our catechism class will 
visit St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Mount 
Holly where Father Snyder will offer a 
comparison between the Lutheran Church and 
the Episcopalian Church. Then in April, we 
will once again be visited by Dee Baker, a lay 
member of Temple Har Zion, and she will 

explain to our catechumenates what the Seder 
meal is all about (as she did in 2015). 
 

 During this year of celebration for us, 
we obviously want to celebrate 150 years of 
active ministry, and when we ask “How did 
we survive so long?”, I think these recent 
events help answer that question. We see 
ourselves as being an integral part of this 
community. For many years, we have sought 
ways to connect with others in the community 
and to relate to others in the community. We 
have always had an open door of invitation to 
anyone who wanted to know more about us or 
about the Lutheran faith. We have always been 
here to talk about Jesus. 
 

 Just as Jesus does not exist in a 
vacuum, neither does our congregation. 
Whether we have opened our doors to 
participants in the clergy association’s CROP 
Walk, or hosted youth choirs from other 
congregations, or thrown open our doors for 
Vacation Bible School, or hosted Synod-wide 
events, we have responded to God’s call to 
ministry in the same way that the prophets did: 
“Here I am, Lord!” Through the generations, 
people have come to see us as a welcoming 
place. 
 

 In the months to come, you will be 
hearing stories from people who were made to 
feel welcome here and have now moved on to 
other ministries. Rather than sitting back and 
basking in past glory, I hope that we will hear 
those stories and be challenged to continue to 
be a welcoming place. I hope that we will 
continue to build bridges of peace and 
understanding with those of other religions. I 
hope and pray that we can be a model of hope 
for other Lutheran congregations and that they 
can imitate us in the many ways we glorify 
God and build up the Body of Christ. 
 
In peace, 
Pastor David Jost 
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Bread and Broth:  

A Lenten Bible Study 

at Lunchtime 

 

On the Wednesdays of 

Lent, we will once again 

gather in the Parish Hall at 

noontime to spend time in 

study, prayer and soup! The focus will be 

“It All Began in Baptism.” Each week will 

be a study of the different aspects of 

baptism. 

Sharyn Lyden has agreed to coordinate the 
donations of the soup and bread for these 
Lenten lunches. The luncheon dates are: 

 

March 8 

March 15 

March 22 

March 29 

April 5 

 

Luncheon will begin at 12:05 pm. 

 

Look for the sign up board                              
in the narthex!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Order Your 
Spring Flowers for Easter 

It’s time to order spring flowers to 
decorate the sanctuary for Easter services.   
You  may  choose   from the plants below. 
Cost for each plant is listed with the type. 

Deadline for ordering is March 26. 

(Choice of Plant) (Number) 

Large Daffodil ($5) ________ 

Mini Daffodil ($5) ________ 

5-bloom Tulip ($5) ________ 

Hyacinth ($5)  ________ 

White Lillies ($8) ________ 

 Total Cost      $________ 

To honor: 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

In loving memory of: 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 If you wish to keep your Easter plant, it 
must be picked up by April 23. The plants 
remaining after this date will be planted 
on the church grounds.  

My name_________________________ 

My Envelope Number Is______________ 
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Dear Soldiers of the Cross (I call you that 
because it is the month of March and soldiers 
march), 
 

 It seems like every day I open my 
newspaper, I am reading a story about another 
group of people who held a march in 
Philadelphia, or New York or London. They 
are marching in support of our president; they 
are marching to protest our president; they are 
marching for women’s rights; they are 
marching for gay rights; they are 
marching as part of Black History 
Month; they are marching to support 
refugees. 
 

 There are some people who 
criticize the marchers, asking what 
has a march ever done to change the 
world? In the 1960s, as television is 
finding its role in shaping our society, the 
scenes of marchers in Montgomery and 
Birmingham and Selma helped show the larger 
world the inhumanity of one group of people 
towards another. The scenes of American 
policemen unleashing attack dogs against other 
American citizens was too much to bear for 
most people watching from the comfort of their 
homes. For some, the demonstrations against 
the peaceful marchers galvanized opinions 
about civil rights in our country.  
 

 And who doesn’t get moved when you 
watch films of the March on Washington in 
August of 1963? All those people crowded into 
the National Mall and listening to the stirring 
words of Dr. King! That march certainly made 
a difference. 
 

 Somebody from your Monday night 
Bible study said that he pictured the new 
disciples of Christ marching out from Joppa 
and Caesarea to help spread the Gospel word to 
all people. The fact that people still come to 
worship services means that that was a march 
that was a success! 

  
Often, people take to the streets when they feel 
strongly about a particular issue. In Camden, 
the people of Bridge of Peace march through 
the streets of town on Good Friday, stopping at 
every site where a murder took place in the 
previous year. They are making a public 
statement about the value of every human life. 
They are looking forward to the year when they 
can carry the Cross of Jesus through town and 
not have to make any stops.  
 

 On Easter Eve at St. Paul’s, 
the people “march” from the narthex 
to the parish hall, back to the 
narthex and into the sanctuary as a 
physical reminder of the movement 
of the story, from Old Testament to 
New; from death to life. 
 
 A march is a kinesthetic 

experience. There is motion and physical 
feeling while engaged in a march. It is so much 
more than words. It is a whole-body 
experience. And most marches make a public 
statement: this is what I believe in, this is what 
I stand for. Each time you march from the car 
into the sanctuary, you are making such a 
statement. Each time you march groceries over 
to the collection site in your narthex, you are 
making such a statement. Each time you march 
from your seat to the altar rail to receive 
communion, you are making such a statement. 
 
 In this month of March, I hope there 
may be a cause that will embolden you to 
organize a public display of your support for 
that cause (or your opposition). If you organize 
a march in support of a cause, I pray that you 
will not be de-feeted. 
     
  Your faithful correspondent, 
     
  Dr. Alphonse Cantrell    

The Omega Page 

  

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Services 

March 1 

 

A noon service will be held here at St. 

Paul’s for those who wish to sing some 

hymns, receive ashes, hear a sermon and 

receive communion on that solemn day. 

There will be a dinner at St. Andrew’s 

Episcopal Church at 6:00 PM, followed 

by a worship service at 7:30 PM.  Choirs 

from both congregations will offer 

musical leadership throughout the 

service. 
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