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Dear One Hour Martin-izers (I call you that 
because Martin Luther started out as a Roman 
Catholic, then became an Evangelical Catholic, 
today known as a Lutheran, and you are part of 
that history), 

Everybody assumes that the Church slows 
down after Christmas, but in reality, things 
really start to pick up and get interesting. 

On December 26, we celebrate the life of 
Stephen, deacon and martyr (his story is found 
in Acts 6:8 through 8:1). He believed in Jesus 
and was put to death because of his belief. He 
was a martyr in will and deed. 

On December 27, we remember and 
celebrate the life of John, apostle and 
evangelist. He is considered to be one 
of the “sons of thunder”, and presumed 
to be the author of the Gospel of John, 
as well as the three letters found in the 
Epistles. He was exiled to the island of 
Patmos because of his faith, and is 
believed to be the only one of the twelve 
disciples who did not die a martyr’s death. His 
exile makes him a martyr in will, but not in 
deed. 

On December 28, we remember the Holy 
Innocents (their story is told in Matthew 2:13-
18). These were the children slaughtered by 
Herod in his attempt to kill the baby Jesus. 
They had no knowledge of, let alone faith in, 
Jesus. They were martyrs in deed, but not in 
will. 

And then we come to Epiphany! The church 
uses January 6 as the date to mark the arrival of 
the Three Wise Men at the home of Jesus. They 
brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Because they were following the star to get to 
Jesus (see Matthew 2:1-12), we always 
associate light with the celebration of 
Epiphany. 

But you Lutherans also associate food with 
Epiphany! For the twenty-third year in a row,  

 

you will be gathering in your Parish Hall with 
your sisters and brothers from Our Lady Queen 
of Peace Roman Catholic Church for a shared 
meal. It has always been a fun way to end the 
twelve-day journey through the Christmas 
season. BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE! 

Not only do you all eat together, but then you 
gather in the sanctuary of Our Lady’s for a joint 
prayer service. The Christmas story is re-told, 
and the story of the Magi is told as well. There 
is singing and sometimes dancing, and a good 
deal of laughter, as the two congregations 
gather to celebrate their similarities rather than 

highlight their differences. If there were 
ever a time we needed to gather 
together for this purpose, this would be 
the time! 

I have always found it interesting how 
the Church takes time to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, then follows it up 
immediately with how that birth 

affected three different lives (or groups of 
lives): one believed and died because of it; one 
believed and lived a long life in spite of his 
belief; and the third did not believe, but died 
because of Jesus. 

Speaking of miracles, this new year is the year 
that the Lutheran Church celebrates the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. All sorts of 
theologians are talking about how the Lutheran 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church should 
get along. You guys have been doing that for 
almost a quarter of a century! Way to be role 
models for everyone else! What a great way to 
start a celebratory year! Let’s do it again in 
2517! 

 Your faithful correspondent, 
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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 Dear Friends of St. Paul’s, 
  

Happy New Year! My prayer 
for you is that God will provide you 

with all you need to make this a prosperous and 
safe new year. For some of you, that means a 
continuation of things that happened in 2106. 
For some of you, that means new beginnings 
and new starts. 
 

 That may sound scary to some people. 
Some people don’t like the thought of new 
things, because often that means change. But 
Jesus himself, in Revelation 21, says “Behold – 
I make all things new!” The idea of change and 
newness is as old as the ages. 
 

 There are some church historians who 
claim that God does something new in the 
Church once every five hundred years. It 
started with the birth of Jesus. Five hundred 
years after that, Church buildings became more 
monumental. Justinian built Hagia Sophia in 
Constantinople, dedicated to Christ as the 
"Holy Wisdom." It was constructed 532-537. 
Pope Gregory the Great (c.540-604) gave the 
mass much of the shape it has today. Our 
Lutheran liturgy is an offshoot of the Roman 
Catholic Mass. 
 

 By the year 1054, the East-West 
Schism, brewing for centuries, finally came to a 
head with the fissure that has lasted to this day. 
By the year 1099, the Crusaders took back 
Jerusalem from the Moors. 
 

 In 1517, Roman Catholic priest Martin 
Luther posted the Ninety-Five Theses on the 
church door at Wittenberg, thereby launching 
the Protestant Reformation in Europe. This 
movement has proved to be as earth-shattering 
and church-altering as the East-West schism 
five centuries earlier. 
 

 By the start of the twenty-first century, 
the Church had witnessed the great migration 
of believers from Europe to the New World, the 

American Revolution, the Industrial Age, the 
Revivalist movement of the 1920s and 1930s, 
and the rise of ecumenism in the United States. 
The Christian Church began to expand into 
Asia and Africa.  

 

By the year 2017, we hear a new call 
for the Christian Church to evangelize, to grow 
the Church both home and abroad. God is still 
at work among us and within us, still calling us 
to change, to adapt to new ways of getting the 
Word out there. 

 

This year marks the 500th anniversary 
of the Lutheran Church. It also marks the 150th 
year of our existence as a Lutheran 
congregation. It also marks the 25th anniversary 
of our “new” sanctuary. In spite of those large 
numbers, there is still plenty of time to try new 
things and to do new things that will help 
further God’s kingdom here on earth. Any time 
I have mentioned our 200th anniversary in 
2067, people respond with laughter. I don’t 
know whether that is because they think I 
expect them to be here for that anniversary, or 
because they don’t see us existing as a 
congregation fifty years from now, and the 
laughter is a preposterous form of laughter. 

 

I think we are entering this new year in 
a position of strength. Pastor Esposito and I 
have been meeting with four members of the 
congregation who have offered us honest 
insights and bold challenges for meeting the 
years ahead. The two pastors will be making a 
presentation to the Congregation Council in 
March to discuss goals for our immediate 
future. That’s one of our contributions to the 
acknowledgement of our strength and our 
desire to continue pushing us into the future.  

 

We will not be looking as far ahead as 
five hundred years from now. That’s up to God. 

    
  In peace, 

    
  Pastor David Jost 
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The reJOYce Christian School 

 is taking orders for a hoagie sale 
 

 All profits are designated to the Playground Fund 
 Sale price is $7.00 each—make checks payable to reJOYce Christian School 
 The 10” hoagies are specially prepared by a local deli 
 Please return order sheet and payment by Sunday, January 29. (Look for the 

“Hoagie Box” in the narthex) 
 Pick up of hoagies is Super Bowl Sunday: February 5 between 11:30—12:30 

in the narthex of the church. 
 
Name: ____________________________ 
 
Phone # ___________________________ 
 
American ________  
 
Italian ________ 
 
Roast Beef & Cheese ________ 
 
Tuna ________ 
 
Turkey & Cheese ________ 
 
Total # of Hoagies ________ 
 
Total $ ________ 
 

 
**Hot peppers and oil & vinegar on the side. Please request sides on pick up day** 

 

Please make plans for pick up. 
We are not responsible for hoagies not picked up. 
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reJOYce School 
news for January 

 

Happy New Year from 
all our staff to all our 
students and their 
families, our neighbors, 

our church community, and to each other!  
And a HUGE thank-you to everyone who 
came to shop at our Holiday Bazaar!!   

After the “rush” of the holiday season, 
January will be a time for us to slow down.  
In Chapel time, we’ll learn about the Wise 
Men visiting Jesus and begin stories about 
Jesus the Teacher.  The children will 
decorate the halls with a winter theme – 
snowflakes, snowmen, gingerbread boys 
and girls. . .maybe we’ll even get to play 
outside in some snow!! 

Would you like to help out with our 
program?  We are looking for a church 
member to join our school board for a 3-
year term.  For information about this 
opportunity, please contact Pastor Laura. 

More fund-raising opportunities are on the 
way, including a hoagie sale! Our goal is to 
put a new fence around the playground, 
add sails overhead to provide more shaded 
areas, and to add some additional pieces, 
such as a larger sandbox area. 

Space is still available in some of our 
classes for this year.  Brochures are 
available in the Narthex and the reJOYce 
office.  If you have a friend or neighbor 
with a preschool-aged child, please feel 
free to take a copy to share.  reJOYce 
offers both traditional part-time preschool 
classes for ages 2-1/2 through 5 AND full-
day programs for ages 3-5.  JOYfull House 

offers before and after-school options for 
local families with transportation 
provided to and from Hainesport School.  
Check us out! 

For enrollment information, please call 
267-1443.  Information is also available 
on-line at www.rejoyceschool.org.   

 

 

 

Director Retires 

Karen Boettge, our director of reJOYce 
Christian Preschool and JOYfull House 
after school care is retiring as of January 
1, 2017. Karen started with our school 14 
years ago, coming on board as an aide. 
She soon became a classroom teacher and 
in 2010, stepped up to become the 
school’s director. 

Through the years, Karen has worked to 
upgrade our curriculum and has made 
major improvements to the physical 
appearance of the education wing. She 
shared her leadership skills as well as her 
musical skills with all who came through 
our doors. 

The reJOYce School Board will be 
meeting on January 4 to finalize an ad to 
be placed to hire a new director.  We’ll 
keep you posted. 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
 

(Pastor Laura was hospitalized over 
Christmastime, so Pastor Jost is pinch-hitting 
on this column. He is sure it is what she would 
have written!) 

Dear Friends, 

This year is the 500th anniversary of the 
Lutheran Church. It is also the 150th 
anniversary of our congregation. It is also the 
90th anniversary of the New York Yankees 
second World Championship. (Their first was 
in 1923 against the crosstown rival New York 
Giants.) 

By the 1950s, the New York Yankees were 
such a successful and unbeatable franchise that 
a Broadway musical was written about them. 
Titled “Damn Yankees”, it told the story of the 
hapless Washington Senators and their quest to 
sell their soul to the Devil in order to beat the 
hated Yankees. 

In all the 148 years of professional baseball, the 
Yankees have won the World Series a record 27 
times! During the 1930s through the early 
1960s, the question was not “Will the Yankees 
be in the Series?” as much as it was “Who will 
the Yankees play in the Series?” They were a 
powerhouse and a force to be reckoned with. 

But then, new ownership took over and they 
didn’t quite know how to run a baseball team. 
In the early 1970s, a new owner came on board, 
and he built the best baseball team money could 
buy! In 1977 and 1978, the Yankees were back-
to-back world champions! Then a drought hit. 
They did not win another World Series until 
1996 (and four more after that). Lately, it’s 
been touch and go for the team’s fortunes. 

 

I tell you all this not because Pastor Jost is a 
Mets fan and insanely jealous that I am a 
Yankees fan, but because what has happened to 
the Yankees over the years has happened to a 
lot of mainline Protestant churches. There have 
been good years, and there have been lean 
years. But the churches that have existed 
through the lean years are the ones who did not 
give up. They were not about to be defeated by 
a society that said church was not important. 
The churches that rose to the top were the ones 
who centered everything they did on Jesus 
Christ. In their service to Jesus, they came to 
believe that if Jesus intended for them to 
survive, Jesus would give them the tools and 
the vision to survive! 

In this coming year, you will hear of our history 
– the struggles in the early years to secure a 
fulltime pastor; the struggles during both world 
wars to convince our community that although 
we were a German Lutheran church, we were 
not German sympathizers. You’ll read stories of 
what we did during the Great Depression of 
1929 and how we survived the major recession 
of 2008. We have experience highs, and we 
have experienced lows – and we are still here. 

Better than just being here - we continue to plan 
for our future. We see God in our future, and 
we see ourselves following the footsteps of 
Jesus, guided by the Holy Spirit. With the iron 
man fortitude of Lou Gehrig, the good humor of 
Yogi Berra, the joie-de-vie of Mickey Mantle 
and the piercing, concentrated look to the future 
of Joe Torre, we will move into this anniversary 
year and look beyond it to all that God has in 
store for us. 

 

Pastor Laura Esposito 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/
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Winter Coat Drive 
 

Did Santa get you a new 
coat?  Do you have 
trouble closing your hall 
closet door?  Are your 
children growing out of 
their jackets even before 
the season is over?  Did 
you ever buy a coat 
because it was ON SALE (You know 
REALLY on SALE) but later thought 
"WHAT was I thinking?????   

Well, these are the coats we are looking 
for!   On the weekend of January 14 and 
15, we will be collecting winter coats.  
These coats will be donated to the Caring 
Center in Pemberton, where they will help 
out the homeless and less fortunate in our 
area.  The children's coats will be donated 
to Bridge of Peace in Camden to help the 
needy children who accompany their 
parents at their Food Pantry who are in 
need of a coat. 

Mitten Tree 
 

The Christmas tree will remain in the 
narthex for January and February (and 
possibly March) to receive donations of 
mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and 
children’s socks to donate to 
those in the area who can 
use them. 
 

Let’s keep the tree full! 

 

 

Sock it to Me Sunday 
 

Through the winter 
months the number one 
item that the homeless ask 
for is warm socks!!!  On 
the weekend of January 
28 and 29, we are 
collecting socks for our 

neighborhood Code Blue facility at the 
Extended Hand.  We are also asking for 
new kids and ladies socks.  The children’s 
socks will go to the neighborhood schools 
and Bridge of Peace along with the 
women’s socks.  Look for the giant Sock in 
the Narthex. 

 

What Can a Soda Can Tab Do?  Help Children’s Hospital! 

 

Please take a moment to remove your soda can tabs before you recycle, bring them to church, 
and deposit them in the container in the narthex.  The tabs will be donated to CHOP 
(Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia). 

If you have questions, please see Joyce Alexander.  Thank you! 
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Dear Pastor Jost & 

St. Paul’s Family, 

Thank you so much 

for all the prayers, 

cards, gifts and kind 

words sent my way in 

my time of need. 

Knowing that I had so much love and support 

from back home made my healing process feel 

so much more manageable. The kindness and 

generosity from everyone at St. Paul’s is truly 

outstanding, and I thank you all from the 

bottom of my heart. 

Love, Kathryn Simpson 

 

A ’Thank You’ with much gratitude for St. 
Paul’s members  friendship and loving support 
for Jerry during her last years  of illness as well 
as for our family bereavement now. 
 
Clyde Zarkos 
 
 
 
Dear Pastor Jost, 
 
My husband, Bill, and I can never thank you 
enough for all that you and others from St. 
Paul’s did for my sister, Barbara, and the 
family in the loss of our wonderful brother-in-
law, Bob Langer.  Your kindness and sincere 
love for Bob was so evident in your sermon.  
 
I have enclosed a donation in his name to St. 
Paul’s memorial fund. 
 
Again, thank you, Carol and Bill Beuerle 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Paul’s Friends! 
 
Thank you all so much for hosting our 
Gratitude Gathering! We are very blessed to 
have partners like all of you.  The  
conversations have been very helpful planning 
and dreaming for the future of Cross Road! 
 
Thanks, Anthony Briggs 
 
 
 
Dear Shawl Sharers and all of our dear friends 
at St. Paul’s,  

Doug loves his beautiful lap robe. He was so 
amazed at how perfect it is for him. The 
animals in the trees in the quilt are keeping an 
eye on him as he heals. Thanks for the lovely 
gift.  

Thanks too for all of the calls, cards, emails, 
texts, visits and prayers! They have lifted us 
up.  

Love you guys, Doug & Louise  
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Music Matters  

December 2016  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

2017 is going to be a great year for St. 
Paul’s. The celebration of 150 years as a 
church proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is a milestone to celebrate, and 
music is a part of every great celebration.  

So this is a simple invitation to all 
musicians and singers, shower singers and 
experienced singers alike, trumpeters and 
kazoo players too. Please volunteer for an 
event to lend your musical passions this 
year. I will be seeking you out anyway, so 
why not just make it easy on yourself! 

Here are some quotes from the bible to get 
you in the mood: 

 You strum away on your harps like 
David and improvise on musical 
instruments. 

 Sing to him. Sing praise to him; Tell of 
his wonderful acts. 

 I will sing of your love and justice; to 
you, LORD, I will sing praise. 

                 

I pray many blessings greet you in the New 
Year. Together we will be grateful to our 
Lord Jesus Christ for the gospel, our 
church, our community of faith and the 
music that helps us celebrate these 
blessings. 

 

 

Youth News 

The Senior Youth Group has the Winter 
Youth Assembly in Harvey Cedars 
scheduled for February 10-12. The cost for 
the event is $115 with scholarships 
available.  More information will come out 
shortly with the sign-up forms and due 
date.  Unfortunately the weather didn’t 
cooperate, so the skating trip to 
Philadelphia had to be cancelled.  Instead 
they had a dinner/game night on December 
16 with a white elephant exchange.  
Following their meeting was the early 
Christmas Eve service. The youth group 
helped with wrapping the Christmas gifts 
for the needy children.   

Watch your emails for upcoming meeting 
dates! 

Confirmation Camp is going to be held at 
Camp Crossroads from July 9-15.  Sign-
ups and a deposit are beginning this month.  
As soon as more information is available, a 
flyer will be sent home.  Catechism classes 
will be held January 4 and 18.   February 1 
the class will meet at the Islamic Center.  

 

 

 

5 

Social Ministry Luncheon 

 

The Social Ministry 
Bi-Annual Meeting 
is on Sunday, 
January 22 at 12:05 
after the 11 am 
service.   

Come learn more 
about social ministry 
and discuss plans 

and ideas for the upcoming New Year!  

Lunch will be provided.  Please let me 
know if you can make it.  If you can’t make 
it, call me with your ideas and 
suggestions.  Pat Headrick (609) 267-4775 
or cell (609) 234-7851. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

January Food 
Collection 

 

 

 

Suggestions for this 

month: Canned soups, macaroni and cheese, 

toilet tissue. As always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 
 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 

narthex. 

 

January Card Shower 
 

Ruth Steever 
Marcella Center 

2305 Rancocas Road 
Burlington, NJ 08016 

Christmas Giving Tree 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with 
our giving tree. We gave away 160 gifts 
and helped numerous families. From gift 
cards to toys and much needed clothes, 
families were overwhelmed and very 
thankful.  It took a team of elves to get 
gifts wrapped and transported to all the 
families. I cannot 
thank all of them 
enough! 

Carin Sutton 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Six of Fifteen) 

  

In each issue of The Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

1920 – 1930 
After the resignation of Pastor 

Louis Schmidtkonz in 1920, the Rev. 
William F. Herrmann was called to serve 
as pastor. He later went on to become the 
president of the German Conference. (At 
his death in 1954, his funeral service at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Frankford, 
Philadelphia, was conducted in both 
English and German.) In 1921, the lighting 
system of the sanctuary was changed from 
oil burning chandeliers and side brackets to 
electricity. Pastor Herrmann was also 
instrumental in starting the use of offering 
envelopes in the congregation.   

 
In 1922, the corporate title of the 

church became Saint Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Mount Holly. The 
corporate title remains the same today, 
even though we are Christ’s church and not 
St. Paul’s, and even though the United 
States Post Office has designated us to be 
in Hainesport, rather than Mount Holly. (It 
cost a lot of dollars to file new articles of 

incorporation – we know who we belong 
to, and we know where we are!) 

 
Early in Pastor Herrmann’s 

pastorate, a Men’s Brotherhood was 
organized, and in 1922, this group 
purchased an old garage, remodeled it and 
furnished it as a Parish Hall for holding 
church suppers and socials. In a short time 
it became necessary to use it as a Sunday 
School for the beginners and primary 
departments, and it continued to be used as 
such for a number of years. 

 
In 1923, Pastor Herrmann accepted 

a new call in Kansas and on November 21, 
1923, Pastor Arthur H. Steinhauer accepted 
the call to become the new pastor at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran. A new Moller organ was 
purchased and dedicated on May 23, 1926. 
Some of the pipes used for that organ are 
part of our contemporary organ we use for 
worship. Memorial windows were installed 
and dedicated on September 23, 1928. A 
new lectern and clergy stalls were 
purchased by the Ladies Aid, who also had 
electricity and a new porch installed in the 
parsonage. It was at this time that members 
began to envision the growth of the Sunday 
School and a Building Fund was started. 
(“Clergy stalls” is the term for seats and is 
where we get the phrase that a new pastor 
is to be “installed” in a congregation.) 

 
Warren Harding was elected 

president in 1920, but died in office in 
1923, succeeded by Calvin Coolidge. 
Harding was one of the most popular 
presidents while he served, but after his 
death, his involvement in the Teapot Dome 
scandal came to light, diminishing his 
popularity. President Coolidge was 
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Staff, Council, Teams, 

Committees: 

Annual Reports Are Due 

No Later than Wednesday 

January 18 

 

Please turn your report in to the church office. 

E-mail is preferred, but printed reports 

will also be accepted. 

 
 
 
 

Celebration of Baptism– 

Presentation of Faith Chests 

 
Those infants and young children (5 years and 

younger) who were baptized in 2016 will 

receive faith chests on the weekend of the 

Baptism of Our Lord—January 8. Come and 

celebrate with them and their families! 

 

This presentation is part of 

the Milestones Ministries 

Celebrated at St. Paul’s. 

 

 

Martin Luther King  

Weekend Celebration 
 

The Rancocas Valley Clergy 

Association invites everyone to a 

two-day celebration of the 

birthday of the Reverend Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

 On Saturday, January 14, 2017, there will be a 

dinner theater offered at the auditorium of 

Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church, 260 

High Street, Mount Holly. Doors open for the 

chicken dinner at 6:00 PM; meals are 

guaranteed for the first 250 people who enter. 

A free will offering will be received to cover 

the cost of the food; any monies left after that 

will be applied to the Social Ministry fund of 

the RVCA. 

After the meal, the original play “Statue of 

Limitations”, written by Pastor Jost, will be 

presented by actors from the various 

congregations in our area. The play showcases 

some of the key players in the history of the 

American Civil Rights movement, with 

commentary using Dr. King’s own words. St. 

Paul’s members Aliyah Thompson and Don 

Potts will be two of the actors. 

On Sunday, January 15, 2017, at 6:30 pm the 

RVCA invites all to a worship service at St. 

Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 121 High Street, 

Mount Holly. At this service, three speakers 

will talk about how Dr. King has influenced 

their ministry. Our own Cindy Henry will talk 

about how Dr. King’s call for peace and 

understanding impacts her ministry of the 

International Servant Trip to Bosnia.  
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by Larry Burke 
 
Well, my brothers and 
sisters, it’s all over now. 
Christmas is back in its 
boxes, tucked away in the 
attic until next Advent. The 
elections and re-counts are 
over.  Donald Trump will be 

sworn in as our nation’s president in a few 
short days.  

These tend to be my darkest hours. If you are at 
all like me, when we turn the calendar to 
November and the clocks back to standard 
time, when it becomes dark before 5 pm, I just 
want to curl up in a ball and hide in front of the 
fireplace.  Christmas offers me a brief respite of 
light and hope, but after Epiphany my uphill 
battle towards the spring begins.   

A few of you know that I fight a life-long battle 
with depression. It descends upon me like I’m 
riding a wave at the seashore. I can actually feel 
an all too brief floating sensation just before the 
crashing sensation, which is followed by 
hopelessness and loneliness. Unless you have 
experienced depression, or are a mental health 
professional, you cannot understand.  How 
blessed you are to not share my frame of 
reference! Friends and family tell me how 
ridiculous I am.  They tell me to snap out of it.  
They remind me of my good physical health, 
my material possessions, my happy family and 
my good job. I praise God for these things.  
Without them, I know my blue periods would 
be much worse. 

My wife Lisa has always been incredibly 
understanding and sympathetic to my Achilles 
heal. She tries to keep me isolated from the 
people and away from the places that in the 
past have set me spiraling into despair. She 
even planned a secret trip to Disney World for 
my 40th birthday.  She thought being able to 

swim outdoors in winter would alleviate what 
some call the seasonal affective disorder.   That 
year it did work, until the weather broke in the 
spring, but I can have these ‘events’ at any time 
of the year. Several friends have suggested I try 
tanning, but then my claustrophobia comes into 
play… 

Over the years, as I have matured and gained 
life experience, I have found ways of coping. I 
have not had an incapacitating depression since 
2008.  I can recognize immediately now as I 
start to exhibit symptoms and can compensate. 
The second thing my wife did for me was to get 
me to change my radio station.  I now 
exclusively listen to K-LOVE (106.9 FM).  I 
listen only to the music that one would hear at 
the 9:30 worship service. I hear the positive, 
encouraging word of Christ.  No more talk 
radio. I limit my news to thirty minutes of ABC 
World News and read my beloved Burlington 
County Times. No more CNN or Fox News. I 
am no less informed than any other American, 
but my blood pressure is sure lower! I also got 
involved here at St. Paul’s.  

I know I seem to be everywhere around St. 
Paul’s.  You see me in the band, doing skits, 
teaching Sunday school and VBS. Some might 
wonder who I think I am. Well, I have that 
answer now.  I’m someone who needs to serve.  
I need to serve my Father, who has blessed me 
with so much.  I need to give back to the His 
community, who has given me so much.  
Spending time with you, my brothers and 
sisters, shows me that I am worthy of love and 
that I am loved. 

   I am not a doctor, nor do I even play one on 
TV.  I would not presume to prescribe any 
course of treatment for you if you feel that you 
have this condition too. I can however, share 
with you a few of the things that work for me.  
The best thing of all that I can tell you, though, 
is that I’m praying for you daily. You are 
loved, and you are Not Alone! 
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Pastoral Acts for December 
 

Baptisms:  none 
 
Funerals:  4 (one off-campus) 
 
Weddings:  none 

Epiphany Celebration 

On Friday, January 6, we will again be 

celebrating the Epiphany with Our Lady 

Queen of Peace Roman Catholic 

Church. 

We will begin with a dinner here at St. 

Paul’s at 6:00 pm.  Following dinner, 

we will gather at Our Lady Queen of 

Peace for a prayer service. 

We hope to see you there! 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, January 19 

7:00 PM 
 

at Cathy Geysen’s 

Book: The Room 

By Emma Donaghue 

 

If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  

(609) 894-8089. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
New Year’s Day 
10:00 AM Worship  
 

2 
Church Office Closed 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S)  
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

3 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

4 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 

5 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
6:30 PM School Board (MR) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

6 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
6:00 PM Epiphany Dinner 
 
 
 
 

7 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
 

8  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship  
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
7:00 PM Chorale 
 
Faith Chests 

9 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
7:00PM Bible Study 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

10 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
 

11 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
 
 
    

12 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

13 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
Chimes articles due 

14 
6:00 PM MLK Celebration at   
   Sacred Heart RC Church 
No 7:30 Worship Service 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
Coat Drive 
 
 

15 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
7:00 PM Chorale 
 
Coat Drive 

16 Church Office Closed 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S)  
6:30 PM Shawl Sharers (SH) 
7:00PM Bible Study 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 
ML King Jr Day 

17 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
7:30 PM Congregation Council  
 
 

18 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (MR) 
7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 
Annual Reports Due 

19 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

20 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

21 
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 

22  
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:05 PM Social Ministry Lunch 
 
 
 

23 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
7:00PM Bible Study 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

24 
10:00 AM EGA Board  
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
 

25  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (MR) 
 

26 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

27 
8:00AM Friday Fellowship 
9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 
 
 
 
 

28  
7:30 PM Worship 
8:00 PM NA (MR) 
 
“Sock it To Me”  
Sock Collection 

29 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
 
“Sock it To Me”  
Sock Collection 

30  
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 
 

31 
10:00 AM EGA 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

    
Church Bldg 
H - Hearth 
Room 
M - Music 
Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church 
Office 

PH - Parish Hall 
Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House 
(SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 

2
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by Larry Burke 
 
Well, my brothers and 
sisters, it’s all over now. 
Christmas is back in its 
boxes, tucked away in the 
attic until next Advent. The 
elections and re-counts are 
over.  Donald Trump will be 

sworn in as our nation’s president in a few 
short days.  

These tend to be my darkest hours. If you are at 
all like me, when we turn the calendar to 
November and the clocks back to standard 
time, when it becomes dark before 5 pm, I just 
want to curl up in a ball and hide in front of the 
fireplace.  Christmas offers me a brief respite of 
light and hope, but after Epiphany my uphill 
battle towards the spring begins.   

A few of you know that I fight a life-long battle 
with depression. It descends upon me like I’m 
riding a wave at the seashore. I can actually feel 
an all too brief floating sensation just before the 
crashing sensation, which is followed by 
hopelessness and loneliness. Unless you have 
experienced depression, or are a mental health 
professional, you cannot understand.  How 
blessed you are to not share my frame of 
reference! Friends and family tell me how 
ridiculous I am.  They tell me to snap out of it.  
They remind me of my good physical health, 
my material possessions, my happy family and 
my good job. I praise God for these things.  
Without them, I know my blue periods would 
be much worse. 

My wife Lisa has always been incredibly 
understanding and sympathetic to my Achilles 
heal. She tries to keep me isolated from the 
people and away from the places that in the 
past have set me spiraling into despair. She 
even planned a secret trip to Disney World for 
my 40th birthday.  She thought being able to 

swim outdoors in winter would alleviate what 
some call the seasonal affective disorder.   That 
year it did work, until the weather broke in the 
spring, but I can have these ‘events’ at any time 
of the year. Several friends have suggested I try 
tanning, but then my claustrophobia comes into 
play… 

Over the years, as I have matured and gained 
life experience, I have found ways of coping. I 
have not had an incapacitating depression since 
2008.  I can recognize immediately now as I 
start to exhibit symptoms and can compensate. 
The second thing my wife did for me was to get 
me to change my radio station.  I now 
exclusively listen to K-LOVE (106.9 FM).  I 
listen only to the music that one would hear at 
the 9:30 worship service. I hear the positive, 
encouraging word of Christ.  No more talk 
radio. I limit my news to thirty minutes of ABC 
World News and read my beloved Burlington 
County Times. No more CNN or Fox News. I 
am no less informed than any other American, 
but my blood pressure is sure lower! I also got 
involved here at St. Paul’s.  

I know I seem to be everywhere around St. 
Paul’s.  You see me in the band, doing skits, 
teaching Sunday school and VBS. Some might 
wonder who I think I am. Well, I have that 
answer now.  I’m someone who needs to serve.  
I need to serve my Father, who has blessed me 
with so much.  I need to give back to the His 
community, who has given me so much.  
Spending time with you, my brothers and 
sisters, shows me that I am worthy of love and 
that I am loved. 

   I am not a doctor, nor do I even play one on 
TV.  I would not presume to prescribe any 
course of treatment for you if you feel that you 
have this condition too. I can however, share 
with you a few of the things that work for me.  
The best thing of all that I can tell you, though, 
is that I’m praying for you daily. You are 
loved, and you are Not Alone! 
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Pastoral Acts for December 
 

Baptisms:  none 
 
Funerals:  4 (one off-campus) 
 
Weddings:  none 

Epiphany Celebration 

On Friday, January 6, we will again be 

celebrating the Epiphany with Our Lady 

Queen of Peace Roman Catholic 

Church. 

We will begin with a dinner here at St. 

Paul’s at 6:00 pm.  Following dinner, 

we will gather at Our Lady Queen of 

Peace for a prayer service. 

We hope to see you there! 

Next Book Club 

Thursday, January 19 

7:00 PM 
 

at Cathy Geysen’s 

Book: The Room 

By Emma Donaghue 

 

If you have questions, 

please contact Peg Biringer  

(609) 894-8089. 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Six of Fifteen) 

  

In each issue of The Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

1920 – 1930 
After the resignation of Pastor 

Louis Schmidtkonz in 1920, the Rev. 
William F. Herrmann was called to serve 
as pastor. He later went on to become the 
president of the German Conference. (At 
his death in 1954, his funeral service at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Frankford, 
Philadelphia, was conducted in both 
English and German.) In 1921, the lighting 
system of the sanctuary was changed from 
oil burning chandeliers and side brackets to 
electricity. Pastor Herrmann was also 
instrumental in starting the use of offering 
envelopes in the congregation.   

 
In 1922, the corporate title of the 

church became Saint Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Mount Holly. The 
corporate title remains the same today, 
even though we are Christ’s church and not 
St. Paul’s, and even though the United 
States Post Office has designated us to be 
in Hainesport, rather than Mount Holly. (It 
cost a lot of dollars to file new articles of 

incorporation – we know who we belong 
to, and we know where we are!) 

 
Early in Pastor Herrmann’s 

pastorate, a Men’s Brotherhood was 
organized, and in 1922, this group 
purchased an old garage, remodeled it and 
furnished it as a Parish Hall for holding 
church suppers and socials. In a short time 
it became necessary to use it as a Sunday 
School for the beginners and primary 
departments, and it continued to be used as 
such for a number of years. 

 
In 1923, Pastor Herrmann accepted 

a new call in Kansas and on November 21, 
1923, Pastor Arthur H. Steinhauer accepted 
the call to become the new pastor at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran. A new Moller organ was 
purchased and dedicated on May 23, 1926. 
Some of the pipes used for that organ are 
part of our contemporary organ we use for 
worship. Memorial windows were installed 
and dedicated on September 23, 1928. A 
new lectern and clergy stalls were 
purchased by the Ladies Aid, who also had 
electricity and a new porch installed in the 
parsonage. It was at this time that members 
began to envision the growth of the Sunday 
School and a Building Fund was started. 
(“Clergy stalls” is the term for seats and is 
where we get the phrase that a new pastor 
is to be “installed” in a congregation.) 

 
Warren Harding was elected 

president in 1920, but died in office in 
1923, succeeded by Calvin Coolidge. 
Harding was one of the most popular 
presidents while he served, but after his 
death, his involvement in the Teapot Dome 
scandal came to light, diminishing his 
popularity. President Coolidge was 
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Staff, Council, Teams, 

Committees: 

Annual Reports Are Due 

No Later than Wednesday 

January 18 

 

Please turn your report in to the church office. 

E-mail is preferred, but printed reports 

will also be accepted. 

 
 
 
 

Celebration of Baptism– 

Presentation of Faith Chests 

 
Those infants and young children (5 years and 

younger) who were baptized in 2016 will 

receive faith chests on the weekend of the 

Baptism of Our Lord—January 8. Come and 

celebrate with them and their families! 

 

This presentation is part of 

the Milestones Ministries 

Celebrated at St. Paul’s. 

 

 

Martin Luther King  

Weekend Celebration 
 

The Rancocas Valley Clergy 

Association invites everyone to a 

two-day celebration of the 

birthday of the Reverend Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

 On Saturday, January 14, 2017, there will be a 

dinner theater offered at the auditorium of 

Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church, 260 

High Street, Mount Holly. Doors open for the 

chicken dinner at 6:00 PM; meals are 

guaranteed for the first 250 people who enter. 

A free will offering will be received to cover 

the cost of the food; any monies left after that 

will be applied to the Social Ministry fund of 

the RVCA. 

After the meal, the original play “Statue of 

Limitations”, written by Pastor Jost, will be 

presented by actors from the various 

congregations in our area. The play showcases 

some of the key players in the history of the 

American Civil Rights movement, with 

commentary using Dr. King’s own words. St. 

Paul’s members Aliyah Thompson and Don 

Potts will be two of the actors. 

On Sunday, January 15, 2017, at 6:30 pm the 

RVCA invites all to a worship service at St. 

Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 121 High Street, 

Mount Holly. At this service, three speakers 

will talk about how Dr. King has influenced 

their ministry. Our own Cindy Henry will talk 

about how Dr. King’s call for peace and 

understanding impacts her ministry of the 

International Servant Trip to Bosnia.  
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Music Matters  

December 2016  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

2017 is going to be a great year for St. 
Paul’s. The celebration of 150 years as a 
church proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is a milestone to celebrate, and 
music is a part of every great celebration.  

So this is a simple invitation to all 
musicians and singers, shower singers and 
experienced singers alike, trumpeters and 
kazoo players too. Please volunteer for an 
event to lend your musical passions this 
year. I will be seeking you out anyway, so 
why not just make it easy on yourself! 

Here are some quotes from the bible to get 
you in the mood: 

 You strum away on your harps like 
David and improvise on musical 
instruments. 

 Sing to him. Sing praise to him; Tell of 
his wonderful acts. 

 I will sing of your love and justice; to 
you, LORD, I will sing praise. 

                 

I pray many blessings greet you in the New 
Year. Together we will be grateful to our 
Lord Jesus Christ for the gospel, our 
church, our community of faith and the 
music that helps us celebrate these 
blessings. 

 

 

Youth News 

The Senior Youth Group has the Winter 
Youth Assembly in Harvey Cedars 
scheduled for February 10-12. The cost for 
the event is $115 with scholarships 
available.  More information will come out 
shortly with the sign-up forms and due 
date.  Unfortunately the weather didn’t 
cooperate, so the skating trip to 
Philadelphia had to be cancelled.  Instead 
they had a dinner/game night on December 
16 with a white elephant exchange.  
Following their meeting was the early 
Christmas Eve service. The youth group 
helped with wrapping the Christmas gifts 
for the needy children.   

Watch your emails for upcoming meeting 
dates! 

Confirmation Camp is going to be held at 
Camp Crossroads from July 9-15.  Sign-
ups and a deposit are beginning this month.  
As soon as more information is available, a 
flyer will be sent home.  Catechism classes 
will be held January 4 and 18.   February 1 
the class will meet at the Islamic Center.  
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Social Ministry Luncheon 

 

The Social Ministry 
Bi-Annual Meeting 
is on Sunday, 
January 22 at 12:05 
after the 11 am 
service.   

Come learn more 
about social ministry 
and discuss plans 

and ideas for the upcoming New Year!  

Lunch will be provided.  Please let me 
know if you can make it.  If you can’t make 
it, call me with your ideas and 
suggestions.  Pat Headrick (609) 267-4775 
or cell (609) 234-7851. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

January Food 
Collection 

 

 

 

Suggestions for this 

month: Canned soups, macaroni and cheese, 

toilet tissue. As always, all items welcome!   

 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 
 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 

narthex. 

 

January Card Shower 
 

Ruth Steever 
Marcella Center 

2305 Rancocas Road 
Burlington, NJ 08016 

Christmas Giving Tree 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with 
our giving tree. We gave away 160 gifts 
and helped numerous families. From gift 
cards to toys and much needed clothes, 
families were overwhelmed and very 
thankful.  It took a team of elves to get 
gifts wrapped and transported to all the 
families. I cannot 
thank all of them 
enough! 

Carin Sutton 
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Winter Coat Drive 
 

Did Santa get you a new 
coat?  Do you have 
trouble closing your hall 
closet door?  Are your 
children growing out of 
their jackets even before 
the season is over?  Did 
you ever buy a coat 
because it was ON SALE (You know 
REALLY on SALE) but later thought 
"WHAT was I thinking?????   

Well, these are the coats we are looking 
for!   On the weekend of January 14 and 
15, we will be collecting winter coats.  
These coats will be donated to the Caring 
Center in Pemberton, where they will help 
out the homeless and less fortunate in our 
area.  The children's coats will be donated 
to Bridge of Peace in Camden to help the 
needy children who accompany their 
parents at their Food Pantry who are in 
need of a coat. 

Mitten Tree 
 

The Christmas tree will remain in the 
narthex for January and February (and 
possibly March) to receive donations of 
mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and 
children’s socks to donate to 
those in the area who can 
use them. 
 

Let’s keep the tree full! 

 

 

Sock it to Me Sunday 
 

Through the winter 
months the number one 
item that the homeless ask 
for is warm socks!!!  On 
the weekend of January 
28 and 29, we are 
collecting socks for our 

neighborhood Code Blue facility at the 
Extended Hand.  We are also asking for 
new kids and ladies socks.  The children’s 
socks will go to the neighborhood schools 
and Bridge of Peace along with the 
women’s socks.  Look for the giant Sock in 
the Narthex. 

 

What Can a Soda Can Tab Do?  Help Children’s Hospital! 

 

Please take a moment to remove your soda can tabs before you recycle, bring them to church, 
and deposit them in the container in the narthex.  The tabs will be donated to CHOP 
(Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia). 

If you have questions, please see Joyce Alexander.  Thank you! 
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Dear Pastor Jost & 

St. Paul’s Family, 

Thank you so much 

for all the prayers, 

cards, gifts and kind 

words sent my way in 

my time of need. 

Knowing that I had so much love and support 

from back home made my healing process feel 

so much more manageable. The kindness and 

generosity from everyone at St. Paul’s is truly 

outstanding, and I thank you all from the 

bottom of my heart. 

Love, Kathryn Simpson 

 

A ’Thank You’ with much gratitude for St. 
Paul’s members  friendship and loving support 
for Jerry during her last years  of illness as well 
as for our family bereavement now. 
 
Clyde Zarkos 
 
 
 
Dear Pastor Jost, 
 
My husband, Bill, and I can never thank you 
enough for all that you and others from St. 
Paul’s did for my sister, Barbara, and the 
family in the loss of our wonderful brother-in-
law, Bob Langer.  Your kindness and sincere 
love for Bob was so evident in your sermon.  
 
I have enclosed a donation in his name to St. 
Paul’s memorial fund. 
 
Again, thank you, Carol and Bill Beuerle 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Paul’s Friends! 
 
Thank you all so much for hosting our 
Gratitude Gathering! We are very blessed to 
have partners like all of you.  The  
conversations have been very helpful planning 
and dreaming for the future of Cross Road! 
 
Thanks, Anthony Briggs 
 
 
 
Dear Shawl Sharers and all of our dear friends 
at St. Paul’s,  

Doug loves his beautiful lap robe. He was so 
amazed at how perfect it is for him. The 
animals in the trees in the quilt are keeping an 
eye on him as he heals. Thanks for the lovely 
gift.  

Thanks too for all of the calls, cards, emails, 
texts, visits and prayers! They have lifted us 
up.  

Love you guys, Doug & Louise  
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reJOYce School 
news for January 

 

Happy New Year from 
all our staff to all our 
students and their 
families, our neighbors, 

our church community, and to each other!  
And a HUGE thank-you to everyone who 
came to shop at our Holiday Bazaar!!   

After the “rush” of the holiday season, 
January will be a time for us to slow down.  
In Chapel time, we’ll learn about the Wise 
Men visiting Jesus and begin stories about 
Jesus the Teacher.  The children will 
decorate the halls with a winter theme – 
snowflakes, snowmen, gingerbread boys 
and girls. . .maybe we’ll even get to play 
outside in some snow!! 

Would you like to help out with our 
program?  We are looking for a church 
member to join our school board for a 3-
year term.  For information about this 
opportunity, please contact Pastor Laura. 

More fund-raising opportunities are on the 
way, including a hoagie sale! Our goal is to 
put a new fence around the playground, 
add sails overhead to provide more shaded 
areas, and to add some additional pieces, 
such as a larger sandbox area. 

Space is still available in some of our 
classes for this year.  Brochures are 
available in the Narthex and the reJOYce 
office.  If you have a friend or neighbor 
with a preschool-aged child, please feel 
free to take a copy to share.  reJOYce 
offers both traditional part-time preschool 
classes for ages 2-1/2 through 5 AND full-
day programs for ages 3-5.  JOYfull House 

offers before and after-school options for 
local families with transportation 
provided to and from Hainesport School.  
Check us out! 

For enrollment information, please call 
267-1443.  Information is also available 
on-line at www.rejoyceschool.org.   

 

 

 

Director Retires 

Karen Boettge, our director of reJOYce 
Christian Preschool and JOYfull House 
after school care is retiring as of January 
1, 2017. Karen started with our school 14 
years ago, coming on board as an aide. 
She soon became a classroom teacher and 
in 2010, stepped up to become the 
school’s director. 

Through the years, Karen has worked to 
upgrade our curriculum and has made 
major improvements to the physical 
appearance of the education wing. She 
shared her leadership skills as well as her 
musical skills with all who came through 
our doors. 

The reJOYce School Board will be 
meeting on January 4 to finalize an ad to 
be placed to hire a new director.  We’ll 
keep you posted. 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
 

(Pastor Laura was hospitalized over 
Christmastime, so Pastor Jost is pinch-hitting 
on this column. He is sure it is what she would 
have written!) 

Dear Friends, 

This year is the 500th anniversary of the 
Lutheran Church. It is also the 150th 
anniversary of our congregation. It is also the 
90th anniversary of the New York Yankees 
second World Championship. (Their first was 
in 1923 against the crosstown rival New York 
Giants.) 

By the 1950s, the New York Yankees were 
such a successful and unbeatable franchise that 
a Broadway musical was written about them. 
Titled “Damn Yankees”, it told the story of the 
hapless Washington Senators and their quest to 
sell their soul to the Devil in order to beat the 
hated Yankees. 

In all the 148 years of professional baseball, the 
Yankees have won the World Series a record 27 
times! During the 1930s through the early 
1960s, the question was not “Will the Yankees 
be in the Series?” as much as it was “Who will 
the Yankees play in the Series?” They were a 
powerhouse and a force to be reckoned with. 

But then, new ownership took over and they 
didn’t quite know how to run a baseball team. 
In the early 1970s, a new owner came on board, 
and he built the best baseball team money could 
buy! In 1977 and 1978, the Yankees were back-
to-back world champions! Then a drought hit. 
They did not win another World Series until 
1996 (and four more after that). Lately, it’s 
been touch and go for the team’s fortunes. 

 

I tell you all this not because Pastor Jost is a 
Mets fan and insanely jealous that I am a 
Yankees fan, but because what has happened to 
the Yankees over the years has happened to a 
lot of mainline Protestant churches. There have 
been good years, and there have been lean 
years. But the churches that have existed 
through the lean years are the ones who did not 
give up. They were not about to be defeated by 
a society that said church was not important. 
The churches that rose to the top were the ones 
who centered everything they did on Jesus 
Christ. In their service to Jesus, they came to 
believe that if Jesus intended for them to 
survive, Jesus would give them the tools and 
the vision to survive! 

In this coming year, you will hear of our history 
– the struggles in the early years to secure a 
fulltime pastor; the struggles during both world 
wars to convince our community that although 
we were a German Lutheran church, we were 
not German sympathizers. You’ll read stories of 
what we did during the Great Depression of 
1929 and how we survived the major recession 
of 2008. We have experience highs, and we 
have experienced lows – and we are still here. 

Better than just being here - we continue to plan 
for our future. We see God in our future, and 
we see ourselves following the footsteps of 
Jesus, guided by the Holy Spirit. With the iron 
man fortitude of Lou Gehrig, the good humor of 
Yogi Berra, the joie-de-vie of Mickey Mantle 
and the piercing, concentrated look to the future 
of Joe Torre, we will move into this anniversary 
year and look beyond it to all that God has in 
store for us. 

 

Pastor Laura Esposito 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/
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 Dear Friends of St. Paul’s, 
  

Happy New Year! My prayer 
for you is that God will provide you 

with all you need to make this a prosperous and 
safe new year. For some of you, that means a 
continuation of things that happened in 2106. 
For some of you, that means new beginnings 
and new starts. 
 

 That may sound scary to some people. 
Some people don’t like the thought of new 
things, because often that means change. But 
Jesus himself, in Revelation 21, says “Behold – 
I make all things new!” The idea of change and 
newness is as old as the ages. 
 

 There are some church historians who 
claim that God does something new in the 
Church once every five hundred years. It 
started with the birth of Jesus. Five hundred 
years after that, Church buildings became more 
monumental. Justinian built Hagia Sophia in 
Constantinople, dedicated to Christ as the 
"Holy Wisdom." It was constructed 532-537. 
Pope Gregory the Great (c.540-604) gave the 
mass much of the shape it has today. Our 
Lutheran liturgy is an offshoot of the Roman 
Catholic Mass. 
 

 By the year 1054, the East-West 
Schism, brewing for centuries, finally came to a 
head with the fissure that has lasted to this day. 
By the year 1099, the Crusaders took back 
Jerusalem from the Moors. 
 

 In 1517, Roman Catholic priest Martin 
Luther posted the Ninety-Five Theses on the 
church door at Wittenberg, thereby launching 
the Protestant Reformation in Europe. This 
movement has proved to be as earth-shattering 
and church-altering as the East-West schism 
five centuries earlier. 
 

 By the start of the twenty-first century, 
the Church had witnessed the great migration 
of believers from Europe to the New World, the 

American Revolution, the Industrial Age, the 
Revivalist movement of the 1920s and 1930s, 
and the rise of ecumenism in the United States. 
The Christian Church began to expand into 
Asia and Africa.  

 

By the year 2017, we hear a new call 
for the Christian Church to evangelize, to grow 
the Church both home and abroad. God is still 
at work among us and within us, still calling us 
to change, to adapt to new ways of getting the 
Word out there. 

 

This year marks the 500th anniversary 
of the Lutheran Church. It also marks the 150th 
year of our existence as a Lutheran 
congregation. It also marks the 25th anniversary 
of our “new” sanctuary. In spite of those large 
numbers, there is still plenty of time to try new 
things and to do new things that will help 
further God’s kingdom here on earth. Any time 
I have mentioned our 200th anniversary in 
2067, people respond with laughter. I don’t 
know whether that is because they think I 
expect them to be here for that anniversary, or 
because they don’t see us existing as a 
congregation fifty years from now, and the 
laughter is a preposterous form of laughter. 

 

I think we are entering this new year in 
a position of strength. Pastor Esposito and I 
have been meeting with four members of the 
congregation who have offered us honest 
insights and bold challenges for meeting the 
years ahead. The two pastors will be making a 
presentation to the Congregation Council in 
March to discuss goals for our immediate 
future. That’s one of our contributions to the 
acknowledgement of our strength and our 
desire to continue pushing us into the future.  

 

We will not be looking as far ahead as 
five hundred years from now. That’s up to God. 

    
  In peace, 

    
  Pastor David Jost 
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The reJOYce Christian School 

 is taking orders for a hoagie sale 
 

 All profits are designated to the Playground Fund 
 Sale price is $7.00 each—make checks payable to reJOYce Christian School 
 The 10” hoagies are specially prepared by a local deli 
 Please return order sheet and payment by Sunday, January 29. (Look for the 

“Hoagie Box” in the narthex) 
 Pick up of hoagies is Super Bowl Sunday: February 5 between 11:30—12:30 

in the narthex of the church. 
 
Name: ____________________________ 
 
Phone # ___________________________ 
 
American ________  
 
Italian ________ 
 
Roast Beef & Cheese ________ 
 
Tuna ________ 
 
Turkey & Cheese ________ 
 
Total # of Hoagies ________ 
 
Total $ ________ 
 

 
**Hot peppers and oil & vinegar on the side. Please request sides on pick up day** 

 

Please make plans for pick up. 
We are not responsible for hoagies not picked up. 
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Dear One Hour Martin-izers (I call you that 
because Martin Luther started out as a Roman 
Catholic, then became an Evangelical Catholic, 
today known as a Lutheran, and you are part of 
that history), 

Everybody assumes that the Church slows 
down after Christmas, but in reality, things 
really start to pick up and get interesting. 

On December 26, we celebrate the life of 
Stephen, deacon and martyr (his story is found 
in Acts 6:8 through 8:1). He believed in Jesus 
and was put to death because of his belief. He 
was a martyr in will and deed. 

On December 27, we remember and 
celebrate the life of John, apostle and 
evangelist. He is considered to be one 
of the “sons of thunder”, and presumed 
to be the author of the Gospel of John, 
as well as the three letters found in the 
Epistles. He was exiled to the island of 
Patmos because of his faith, and is 
believed to be the only one of the twelve 
disciples who did not die a martyr’s death. His 
exile makes him a martyr in will, but not in 
deed. 

On December 28, we remember the Holy 
Innocents (their story is told in Matthew 2:13-
18). These were the children slaughtered by 
Herod in his attempt to kill the baby Jesus. 
They had no knowledge of, let alone faith in, 
Jesus. They were martyrs in deed, but not in 
will. 

And then we come to Epiphany! The church 
uses January 6 as the date to mark the arrival of 
the Three Wise Men at the home of Jesus. They 
brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Because they were following the star to get to 
Jesus (see Matthew 2:1-12), we always 
associate light with the celebration of 
Epiphany. 

But you Lutherans also associate food with 
Epiphany! For the twenty-third year in a row,  

 

you will be gathering in your Parish Hall with 
your sisters and brothers from Our Lady Queen 
of Peace Roman Catholic Church for a shared 
meal. It has always been a fun way to end the 
twelve-day journey through the Christmas 
season. BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE! 

Not only do you all eat together, but then you 
gather in the sanctuary of Our Lady’s for a joint 
prayer service. The Christmas story is re-told, 
and the story of the Magi is told as well. There 
is singing and sometimes dancing, and a good 
deal of laughter, as the two congregations 
gather to celebrate their similarities rather than 

highlight their differences. If there were 
ever a time we needed to gather 
together for this purpose, this would be 
the time! 

I have always found it interesting how 
the Church takes time to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, then follows it up 
immediately with how that birth 

affected three different lives (or groups of 
lives): one believed and died because of it; one 
believed and lived a long life in spite of his 
belief; and the third did not believe, but died 
because of Jesus. 

Speaking of miracles, this new year is the year 
that the Lutheran Church celebrates the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. All sorts of 
theologians are talking about how the Lutheran 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church should 
get along. You guys have been doing that for 
almost a quarter of a century! Way to be role 
models for everyone else! What a great way to 
start a celebratory year! Let’s do it again in 
2517! 

 Your faithful correspondent, 
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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