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Dear Babe Ruths and Hank Aarons (I call you 
that because no matter where you are, you always 
seem to come home), 
 When I was a younger man, I had been 
away from my home congregation. It wasn’t 
because of a job relocation, or lengthy illness. I 
just stopped going to worship. It wasn’t because 
of the pastor. No one in the congregation had said 
something mean to me. I just stopped going. 
 Then, at Christmas, I decided it was time 
to “go home,” to go back to the congregation that 
had nurtured me for so many years. I wondered 
how I would be welcomed, but people who saw 
me in the narthex before the service offered me 
warm words of greeting. The worship service was 
delightful, the music was grand, and the message 
reminded me of God’s love for the world in 
sending Jesus into our world. All was fine – until 
the service ended and I had to pass by 
the pastor to exit the sanctuary. 
 The pastor grabbed my hand, 
shook it emphatically, looked me in 
the eye and said “Look what the cat 
dragged in! Alphonse, I haven’t seen 
you in forever. What made you drag 
your sorry butt into church tonight?” 
Had the carpet not been wall-to-wall, I 
would have crawled under it! I was 
mortified at his “greeting” to me. I 
mean, I know I had been away for a while, but I 
did not expect that cutting-edge-to-it kind of 
remark! Although I thought that I was going 
home, it became clear to me that there was no 
place for me in that congregation any longer. 
 Then, three years ago, I came to one of 
your Christmas Eve services. Because I mail in 
all of my articles to The Chimes, I don’t always 
get to see your pastors during the year. Of course, 
when we do get together, I wear my Phillies 
jacket, and Pastor Esposito wears her Yankees 
coat, and Pastor Jost wears his Mets coat. We are 
always the center of conversation wherever we 
go! But I digress. 
 So, I went to a Christmas Eve service at 
St. Paul’s. Like before, at my home church, the  

 
 
 

service was delightful, the music was grand, and 
the message helped me understand the constancy 
of Christmas in an ever-changing world. This 
time, when I got to the door to leave, the pastor 
grabbed my hand and said “Alphonse! What a 
delight to have you with us! Your articles are like 
a Christmas gift that comes to us once a month! I 
am so glad to see you!” 
 No guilt about being away. No finger-
wagging because of my absence. Just a word of 
welcome. It was like being welcomed home. I did 
not expect the pastor to fawn all over me as a sign 
of welcome – there were too many other people 
in line behind me for that. Instead, I was 
welcomed as one who had been away, but was 
warmly welcomed back. A very different 
experience from my “home” church.  
 But isn’t that what all of us are supposed 

to do, especially on Christmas 
services? I’ve overheard a lot of people 
who try to place shame on a returning 
person, or question the sincerity of that 
person’s visit: “You’re not here all 
year, but you show up tonight? Hope 
you brought a big offering envelope 
with you!” Ouch! 
 When we hear the Christmas 
story, let’s be less like the innkeeper – 
“Oh, I think I can squeeze you into a 

stable in the back.” – and more like the shepherds 
– “Let us make haste to see this thing that has 
taken place!” Please be sure that whoever walks 
through your doors for any of the Christmas 
services (you have a LOT of them!) that they 
know they are welcomed. They know that in your 
congregation, they will have found a home. 
 Gotta go – Mrs. Cantrell says the figgy 
pudding is ready. Merry Christmas to one and all! 
     
 Your faithful correspondent, 
     
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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 Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ, 

 These are turning 
into some very exciting times in the 

life of the Church, both our own 
congregation and the larger apostolic 
Christian Church. 
 In the larger Church, we recently 
saw Pope Frances celebrate an anniversary 
Mass with leaders of the Lutheran Church 
from around the world. The Mass was 
offered to celebrate the beginning of the 
500th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. As a Lutheran, it was exciting 
to see the Pope of the Roman Catholic 
Church wearing a red stole for worship, 
standing beside Lutheran clergy, some of 
whom were women! Of course, the 
photograph of that event was published in 
the newspaper the day before the Chicago 
Cubs won the World Series, so it was hard 
for us Lutherans to discern which was the 
greater miracle! 
 In our New Jersey Synod, we are 
eight months into a ministry emphasis 
called “EMU”, which stands for 
“Excellence in Ministry, Unleashed”. 
Pastor Scott Schantzenbach is heading up a 
team, including our own Pastor Esposito, 
that is learning how to teach pastors to be 
better stewards of their financial resources. 
At the same time that the team is exploring 
ways for Synods and seminaries to make 
seminary education more affordable. Fewer 
people have turned to the ministry as a 
vocation because of the costs incurred with 
a seminary education. Remember, that a 
college degree is needed before a seminary 
degree. The dollars tend to pile up. 
 The unique approach of this 
ministry is that it is being offered on 
several different platforms. I attended a two

-day retreat for pastors over the age of fifty. 
A similar retreat approach gathered 
together pastors who were one to five years 
into their call, while yet another retreat was 
offered to pastors at the mid-point of their 
vocational call. Several EMU labs will be 
offered throughout the Synod to help teach 
congregational leaders what good and 
faithful stewardship is all about. As Pastor 
Esposito recently preached, we cannot look 
at church through the same set of lenses 
that we did in the 1950s and 1960s. The 
world has changed around us, and we the 
church have to make some changes as well.   
 In that regard, Pastor Esposito and I 
have been meeting with four members of 
the congregation to begin floating some 
ideas about goals for the future. This will 
help us focus some ideas that we can 
present to the Congregation Council at a 
later date. I know some of you shudder 
when you hear a pastor say the word 
“change,” but think of the sounds a baby 
makes before the baby is changed, as 
opposed to the quietude after the baby is 
changed. Change is often necessary and, in 
many cases, produces good results. 
 I am anticipating that when we 
begin celebrating our Sesquicentennial next 
month, that we will have many occasions to 
give thanks for the changes of the past 
which have brought us into our present. 
While all of Lutherdom celebrates our 500th 
birthday, here at Saint Paul’s, we will 
celebrate our 150th birthday, as well as the 
25th anniversary of our present sanctuary. 
These are some very exciting times in the 
life of the Church. I am glad you are here to 
be a part of them. 
     
   In peace,  
   Pastor David Jost 
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Candle Decorating 

Monday, December 5, 10 AM 

Friday, December 9, 1 PM 

Music Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has been a tradition since Donald Schupp 

was our pastor at St. Paul’s. It’s a Moravian 

tradition. Each color on the candles represents   

a church season. The “tutus” are made out of 

colored tissue.  Each “tutu” is precisely cut by 

hand.  

It’s a reverent tradition held by many of our 

long-time members, especially when we sing 

“Silent Night” on Christmas Eve. 

 

This is a true labor of LOVE! 

 

If you have questions, please contact Maggie 

Ottenwess at (609) 892-0243.  

 
If you would like to order a 
poinsettia to beautify the 
church during the Christ-
mas Season, please use the 
order blank below or indi-
cate your choice on the 
Christmas flower envelope 
in your packet. The price of 

a poinsettia is $7.00. Please indicate if you wish 
to honor someone or to dedicate it in memory 
of someone. Your order must be received in the 
office no later than December 4. There will 
be no exceptions in order to have the correct 
number of  poinsettias. 
 
 

I wish to order _________ Poinsettias 
               (total number of plants) 
 
A variety of colors of Poinsettias will be or-
dered. After Christmas Eve you may select your 
favorite(s) out of those ordered to take home. 
 
Write the sentiment as you wish it to appear in 
list of donors. 
 

TO HONOR: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
 

 

Please pick up your plant as soon as possible 
after the 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship 
Service. Enjoy it yourself or deliver it to some-
one who needs some special Christmas cheer. 
 

My Name: ____________________________ 
 

My Envelope Number Is: ________________ 
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December Card Shower to: 

Marcella Boettge 
NJVMH—Vineland, Room 2101 

524 NW Boulevard 

Vineland, NJ 08360 

 

St. Paul’s Golden Oldies 

Christmas Celebration 

Covered Dish Luncheon 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

11:30 AM in the Parish Hall 

 

Bring your favorite covered dish and a $10.00 gift for exchange.   

 Beverage and dessert will be provided. 

Come out and celebrate this wonderful Christmas Season. 

 

Questions? Call  Laura Pagenkopf  267-0669 

or Joan Thompson  267-1470 

What can a soda can tab do?   

Help Children’s Hospital! 

 

Please take a moment to remove your soda can 
tabs before you recycle, bring them to church, and 
deposit them in the container in the 
narthex.  The tabs will be donated to 
CHOP (Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia). 

If you have questions, please see Joyce 
Alexander.  Thank you! 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
 

This month I want to talk some more about 
the book I Am a Church Member by Thom 
S. Rainer.  Interestingly enough, I was 
given the book by one of the trainers that 
worked at the gym I belong to.  We would 
talk about our lives, where we saw God at 
work, our churches and what was going on, 
we’d pray with one another and support one 
another. Sometimes others would join us.  
Who knew that going to the gym to keep 
my body healthy would also keep me 
spiritually healthy?!  Anyway, when this 
trainer left the gym she gave me this book.   

There is a portion that talks about how 
often, when we are involved in the life of 
the church and get more and more involved, 
we discover the imperfections of the 
church.  You see, the church is made up of 
humans and none of us is perfect.  No 
church is perfect, no pastor is perfect, no 
church member is perfect.  I am not perfect.  
You are not perfect.   

We find joy in serving the church, those in 
the church and the world.  We’re not part of 
a church to see what we can get out of it.  
We are part of the church to serve and care 
for others.  If someone does something that 
disappoints or frustrates you, then it’s a 
message to pray for that person.  We will 
never have the perfection of Jesus (that’s 
probably a good thing, seeing as how he 
was crucified by imperfect people rebelling 
against him), but we can strive to be more 
Christ-like in loving one another, even 
those who seem unlovable.   

 

The same wise member who taught Thom 
this also taught him to bring his family 
together to pray for God’s people, the 
church and church leaders.  Some of what 
they would pray for is the proclaiming the 
Word of God, for their families, for 
encouragement, for strength, courage, 
discernment, protection, for physical 
strength, courage, and discernment and 
wisdom in leadership.  That member had 
passed that to his own family whose 
children grew up in the church and 
remained happy, joyful leaders in the 
church as adults.  As a church member with 
a family, one is encouraged to lead the 
family to worship together at church.  

So as we move into the season of Advent, a 
season of watchful, waiting for our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s return, I ask you to pause and 
reflect on those who have influenced your 
faith life, whether living or dead.  I ask you 
to pause and give thanks for those people, 
to pray for your fellow brothers and sisters 
in Christ, to pray for the church and all of 
us imperfect people, that we may be 
strengthened, encouraged, given physical 
strength to do God’s will, and continue to 
be open to God’s call for us and for the gift 
of discerning God’s will for us as we await 
our Lord’s coming at the end of times. 

May God bless you all in this Advent 
season. 

 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

On Saturday, November 19, the campus 
was a beehive of activity! The Boy Scouts 
of our Troop 5 and the Cub Scouts of our 
Pack 58 scoured the greater Hainesport 
community to collect bags of food for 
Thanksgiving distribution. When their task 
was done, they had collected 75 bags of 
food which were given to our food 
collection, and over 100 bags of food that 
were distributed to six different food 
pantries. Recipients were: Hainesport 
residents, Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Roman Catholic Church food pantry, 
Extended Hands Ministry in Mount Holly, 
the St. Vincent DePaul Society at Sacred 
Heart Roman Catholic Church, ARC of 
Hainesport, and our mission partner 
congregation Bridge of Peace in Camden. 

The seventy-five bags of food we received 
needed to be sorted, so Betty Brink and her 
team of helpers got on that task on Sunday 
at noon. The job was made a little easier 
thanks to the Girl Scouts of Troops 20609 
and 25033, who had come in on Saturday 
afternoon to help sort the food in those 75 
bags. With the help and support of the crew 
of volunteers Betty had assembled, along 
with financial support from Thrivent 
Financial, thirty-one baskets of food were 
prepared and distributed! The estimated 
value of each basket is $80.00. Even 
though it does not show up on any 

Synodical statistical 
report or any year-
end report from 
ELCA World 
Hunger, that means 
that $2,480.00 worth 
of food was 
distributed. And that’s just in the baskets! 
Leftover food was distributed to the social 
agencies listed above. 

Our Social Ministry team thanks all the 
members of St. Paul’s who were once 
again so generous in their donations, and 
we thank the partners we have in this 
community who worked hard to  make sure 
that all could have a joyous Thanksgiving, 
awash in the bounties provided by God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

January 14 & 15—Coat Drive 

January 22—Social Ministry Luncheon 

January 28 & 29—Sock Collection 

February—Valentine Cookies for Shut-Ins 
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reJOYce  
Holiday Bazaar & Bake Sale 

 
Saturday, December 10 

9 AM to 1 PM in the Parish Hall 
 

All are welcome! 
 

Shop for the holidays!  Support our school! A portion of each sale goes 
to the reJOYce Playground Renovation Fund! 

 
Our goal is to raise money for our Playground Renovation Fund  

to purchase a new fence for the playground.   
 

Some items are “cash and carry”.  For others you may place an order 
that will be delivered in time for holiday gift-giving. 

 
Love to shop?  Come on by and check it out!  There will be home-made 
jam for sale and our students will be baking cookies and other goodies 

for the bake sale table. 
 

For more information call reJOYce Christian School at 609 267-1443. 
 

Thank you for helping with our fund-raiser! 

Spontaneous Evangelizing 
 

Bob and I were on a tour of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg with a concentration 
on the unknown graves.  A woman, a total stranger, was so moved by what the tour guide was 
saying that she asked if we could hold hands and have a moment of silence. We (including the 
tour guide) all did, and we all recited The Lord's Prayer. Absolutely beautiful 
sharing so intimately with total strangers. I cried. 

Wow, talk about the Spirit working through us. 

Lydia Cross 
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reJOYce School 
news for 
December  

 

Waiting, waiting, and 
waiting!  That’s what 
Advent is all about.  

Each week we’ll learn a little more about 
the Christmas Story until – at last! – Baby 
Jesus is here!  We will focus on the 
Nativity Story as the core of Christmas; 
count-down to Jesus’ Birthday; decorate 
our own classroom trees; and learn about 
Christmas Traditions in other countries.  
It’s going to be a busy month!  Walk by the 
music room, and you’re sure to hear 
Christmas bells ringing as we sing our 
holiday favorites. 

New this year – join us for BREAKFAST 
WITH SANTA on Saturday, December 3.  
There will be pancakes with assorted 
toppings, sausages, pastries and donuts 
plus coffee, tea, juice & hot chocolate.  
Church families are all invited – and you 
don’t have to have a child to attend!  
Tickets are $6 each; $4 for children under 
12.  You may purchase your tickets at the 
table in the Narthex on Sunday, November 
27 or contact the reJOYce office.  Seating 
times are 8, 9 or 10AM. 

We’d like to invite everyone to come and 
shop at our Holiday Bazaar & Bake Sale 
on Saturday, December 10, 9AM – 1PM, 
in the Parish Hall.  This event is a fund-
raiser for our Playground Renovation 
Project.  We hope you can join us – and 
bring a friend!  Our preschool students 
have been busy mixing and baking items 
for the bake sale table.  Mrs. Boettge’s 

homemade jams will also be available. 

Do you do your holiday shopping on-
line?  If you already shop at Amazon, you 
can go through http://smile.amazon.com, 
choose “St Paul Lutheran Church” as 
your organization and 0.5% of your 
purchase will be donated back to 
reJOYce.   

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
from all our staff to all our students and 
their families, our neighbors, our church 
community, and to each other!  Happy 
Birthday, Baby Jesus! 

reJOYce and JOYfull House will be 
closed for the Christmas break from 
December 23 through January 2.  Classes 
resume on Tuesday, January 3. 

Space is still available in some of our 
classes.  For enrollment information, 
please call Karen Boettge at 267-1443 or 
drop on by the reJOYce office.  Pictures 
of our classes in action can be viewed on 
our school website:  
www.rejoyceschool.org.  
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Christmas Gifts for Families! 

  

The Christmas Gifts 
for the Giving Tree 
(tags are on the tree in 
the narthex) are due 
back to church no later 
than December 4th. 
Please bring the gifts 
unwrapped with the 
gift tag attached. If you 
are purchasing a gift 
card, there will be a box in the church 
office on Rosanne’s desk for your 
convenience. 

If anyone took a gift tag and did not sign 
their name and phone number on the sheets 
provided, please call Carin Sutton (856) 
261-4615.           

If you did not get a gift tag from the tree 
and would like to help, please purchase a 
gift card from Acme or ShopRite and bring 
it to the church office. We will be giving 
these to the parents of the children for 
whom we are collecting gifts. 

 
 

Veteran’s Day 
 

Thank you to all of our 
veterans who submitted a 
photo for the Veteran’s Day 
display.  Thank you for your 
service! 

 
A huge thanks to all who helped with the 
Veteran’s Day Fellowship.  We can’t do it 
without you! 

Christmas Gift Cards 
 

The last day to order Christmas gift cards is 
December 11.  Don’t miss out!  One stop 
shopping for gift cards for everyone on your 
list—a few examples: Kohl’s, Old Navy, 
Chili’s, TGIFridays, Wawa, Regal, Bed Bath 
& Beyond, CVS, Petsmart and many, many 
more!   
 
You can get your shopping done and help 
the church at the same time.  It’s a win-win! 
 
If you have questions, contact Peg Biringer 
at (609) 894-8089. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

December Food Collection 
 

Suggestions for this month: Canned meats, 

soups, macaroni and cheese, paper towels. 

Thank you for helping those struggling this 

Christmas! As always, all items welcome! 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 
 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 

narthex. 

http://smile.amazon.com
http://www.rejoyceschool.org
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Challenge Grant  
Offered: “50 in 30” 

 
 

A member of our congregation has offered to make a 
$10,000 donation to the congregation in December. The Congregation Council has 
decided to use this “grant” as a challenge to the congregation. 
 

There are 31 days in December. Recognizing that Christmas Day is a holiday, the 
Congregation Council challenges the members of the congregation of St. Paul’s to 
donate an extra fifty dollars over the remaining thirty days of December. With over two 
hundred people worshipping each weekend, if each giving unit can rise to this challenge, 
we would match the $10,000 gift being offered. 
  

Some people cannot afford an extra fifty dollars over the course of those thirty days, so 
any of us who can do more than fifty dollars are welcome to be extra-generous. If you 
cannot help out financially, please commit to praying thirty times during the month.  
 

The monies generated will go toward our regular spending plan, to offset end of the year 
expenses we are anticipating. Monies will not be used to organize field trips to President 
Grant’s summer home in Burlington, NJ. 
 

Look for specially marked envelopes in December.  

 

Which of you should not make the list 

because of time, space and memory?    

You have been so kind and thoughtful.  

You have prayed, called and visited       

and stopped me along the way to ask    

how Patty was coming along, and how       

I was, did I need anything?  We needed 

your prayers then, and I need them now.  

Thank you always with the love that    

Jesus has taught us.   

Mitch Cramer 

 

 

Thank you for the many cards of 

condolence on the death of my husband.  

Thoughts send by my church family have 

helped to ease my grief. 

Janice Haines 
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Youth & Family Ministry 

Youth News 

The Senior Youth group met around a 
campfire and ate s’mores for their first 
meeting of the year. They discussed some 
upcoming events including Family Advent 
Night on November 27 starting with dinner 
at 5pm.  They will also be helping to wrap 
the gifts for the needy children. The group 
is planning to go ice skating in 
Philadelphia in the near future. Other ideas 
discussed were to go bowling, to do a 
service project and begin fundraising for 
the convention in Houston in 2018.  

The Winter Youth Assembly for high 
school students is in Harvey Cedars from 
February 10-12, 2017.  Sign ups for the 
assembly will be coming out soon.  
Scholarships are available if you are 
interested. 

 

The catechism class went to Harmony 
Village in Moorestown to sing 
Thanksgiving carols. The residents really 
seemed to enjoy the carols, clapping and 
tapping their feet. Some even sang along!  
The students were treated to ice cream at 
the end of caroling.  

Class will be held on December 7 and 21. 
There is no class on December 28.  A 
Christmas party is scheduled for December 
21.   In January classes will be held on the 
4th  and 18th.   

Confirmation Camp is 
July 9-15.  The first 
deposit for camp is 
due in January. More 
information will be 
forthcoming. 

 

 

 

Andrew Delaney became an uncle in October to a beautiful baby girl! 

************************ 

Hannah Schwarzmann was chosen as the 2016 Homecoming Queen  

at Rancocas Valley Regional High School! 
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Music Matters  

December 2016  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

“Postcards and the Easiest  

Part of Your December” 

 

 It’s not easy to invite someone to 
church. Sometimes it’s hard to remember 
that the people who might best benefit 
from coming to church, people who may 
feel depressed, anxious or lost in some 
way, find it hardest to initiate a 
conversation about faith.  

 Every December we have an early 
Christmas Eve service.  This year it’s on 
Sunday, December 18 at 6pm. The main 
reason for this service is so that those of 
you who will be away or have other 
commitments on Christmas may still 
celebrate a Christmas Eve service with 
your church family.  

 Still this service affords us another 
great opportunity, a chance to invite our 
friends and family to church. Although 
there are many people who don’t regularly 
attend church these days, most have been 
to a Christmas service, or in the very least 
know all the Christmas songs from the 
radio. This is why I have found that 
inviting someone to worship at a Christmas 
service is an easy thing to do. Because our 
early Christmas service is always about 
seven to ten days before Christmas, most 
people have a little more availability to 
come. 

 This year I have printed postcards 
that you can hand out. It has all the 
information about St. Paul’s and the 
service on the card, and there is space on 
the back for you to personalize it. If you 
haven’t been to this service before, let me 
tell you a little about it. This is a traditional 
service with all the traditional songs, 
infused with some jazz and blues by retired 
Pemberton High School band director 
Clarence Watson on trombone and our 
friend Jeovani Ortiz on sax. We have 
candlelight singing of Silent Night, and O 
Holy Night, a choir to help fill our church 
with voice and song, and a short drama by 
our youth written and directed by Larry 
Burke.  

 I believe this information, along 
with the postcards, will give you all the 
tools needed to invite some of the people 
in your life to the church we all love. I 
know of some folks I see at the super 
market and a few families from the music 
school that I am going to invite. I hope to 
see them and all of you and your friends 
there! 
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WHO ELSE 
WAS BORN IN 1867? 

 
 As we reach 
the end of the year, 
we feature our final 
sesquicentennial 
birth! 
 Sarah 
Breedlove 
(December 23, 1867 
– May 25, 1919), 

known as Madam C. J. Walker, was an American 
entrepreneur, philanthropist, and the first female 
self-made millionaire in America. She made her 
fortune by developing and marketing a line of 
beauty and hair products for black women under 
the company she founded, Madame C.J. Walker 
Manufacturing Company. 
 Walker was also known for her 
philanthropy and activism. She made financial 
donations to numerous organizations and became 
a patron of the arts. Villa Lewaro, Walker’s 
lavish estate in Irvington-on-Hudson, New York, 
served as a social gathering place for the African 
American community. The Madame Walker 
Theatre Center opened in Indianapolis in 1927 to 
continue her legacy. Both of these properties are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 Initially, Sarah learned about hair care 
from her brothers, who were barbers in Saint 
Louis. Around the time of the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition (World's Fair at St. Louis in 
1904), she became a commission agent selling 
products for Annie Turnbo Malone, an African 
American hair-care entrepreneur and owner of 
the Poro Company. While working for Malone, 
who would later become Walker’s largest rival in 
the hair-care industry, Sarah began to adapt her 
knowledge of hair and hair products to develop 
her own product line.  
 In 1910 Walker relocated her business to 
Indianapolis, where she established the 
headquarters for the Madame C. J. Walker 
Manufacturing Company. Walker later built a 
factory, hair salon, and beauty school to train her 
sales agents, and added a laboratory to help with 

research. She also assembled a competent staff to 
assist in managing the growing company. Many 
of her company's employees, including those in 
key management and staff positions, were 
women. 
 Between 1911 and 1919, during the 
height of her career, Walker and her company 
employed several thousand women as sales 
agents for its products. By 1917, the company 
claimed to have trained nearly 20,000 women. 
Dressed in a characteristic uniform of white 
shirts and black skirts and carrying black 
satchels, they visited houses around the United 
States and in the Caribbean offering Walker's 
hair pomade and other products packaged in tin 
containers carrying her image. Walker 
understood the power of advertising and brand 
awareness. Heavy advertising, primarily in 
African American newspapers and magazines, in 
addition to Walker's frequent travels to promote 
her products, helped make Walker and her 
products well known in the United States. 

Walker became more involved in 
political matters after her move to New York. 
She delivered lectures on political, economic, and 
social issues at conventions sponsored by 
powerful black institutions. Her friends and 
associates included Booker T. Washington, Mary 
McLeod Bethune, and W. E. B. Du Bois, among 
others. During World War I Walker was a leader 
in the Circle For Negro War Relief and 
advocated for the establishment of a training 
camp for black army officers. In 1917, she joined 
the executive committee of New York chapter of 
the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), which organized the 
Silent Protest Parade on New York City's Fifth 
Avenue. The public demonstration drew more 
than 8,000 African Americans to protest a riot in 
East Saint Louis that killed thirty-nine African 
Americans.  

Walker died on May 25, 1919, from 
kidney failure and complications of hypertension 
at the age of fifty-one. Walker's remains are 
interred in Woodlawn Cemetery in The Bronx, 
New York City. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entrepreneur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philanthropist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_C.J._Walker_Manufacturing_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_C.J._Walker_Manufacturing_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Lewaro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irvington-on-Hudson,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_Walker_Theatre_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_Walker_Theatre_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Malone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Booker_T._Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_McLeod_Bethune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_McLeod_Bethune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._E._B._Du_Bois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Circle_For_Negro_War_Relief&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Association_for_the_Advancement_of_Colored_People
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Association_for_the_Advancement_of_Colored_People
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silent_Parade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypertension
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodlawn_Cemetery_(Bronx,_New_York)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bronx
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Five of Fifteen) 

  

In each issue of The Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

1910-1920 
On May 11, 1911, after years of 

struggling, St. Paul’s ceased to be a 
mission church and became self-
supporting! Aid from the Mission Board 
was no longer needed. Pastor A.F. 
Neudoerffer continued serving the 
congregation until November 26, 1911, 
when he resigned to accept a call to serve 
as a missionary to India. According to the 
archivist of the Eastern Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, 
our Sesquicentennial Team was told that 
we as a congregation should be extremely 
proud because the service Pastor 
Neudoerffer rendered to us at St. Paul’s 
molded him, fashioned him and helped to 
raise him up to lead in India for 32 years. 
To the Eastern Synod of the ELCC, Pastor 
Neudoerffer is a rock star! 

(A quick peek ahead—when Nancy 
Prickett was commissioned to be a 
missionary in India, Pastor Neudoerffer’s 
son Frederick came to St. Paul’s to do the 
commissioning service.) 

In December 1911, the Rev. John F. 
Bornhold accepted the call to become the 
pastor of St. Paul’s. During his pastorate, 
numerous alterations were made to the 
church, with most of the funding coming 
from an estate willed to the congregation 
by members. The old chancel was torn out 
and the back of the sanctuary was extended 
ten feet. A metal ceiling and walls took the 
place of the old plaster. A new heating 
system was installed in the cellar which 
was dug under the new addition. New 
carpet was laid. A large memorial window 
was installed at the back of the sanctuary.  

Pastor Bornhold resigned in 
August, 1918, and a call was extended to 
seminarian Louis Schmidtkonz, who was 
then ordained here at St. Paul’s on 
September 8. The officiating minister for 
the ordination was Dr. H. E. Jacobs, 
professor of the Theological Seminary at 
Mt. Airy (today’s Philadelphia Seminary, 
and next year’s United Lutheran 
Seminary). Pastor Schmidtkonz served 
here until 1920. 

In this same decade, our country 
saw the founding of the Boy Scouts of 
America (we now host Troop 5) in 1910; 
two years later was the founding of the Girl 
Scouts of America (we sponsor Cadette 
Troop 20609). In 1912, the Titanic struck 
an iceberg and sank in the North Atlantic 
Ocean. That same year, Hellman’s Real 
Mayonnaise was introduced. (Do not 
confuse these two events with “Sinko de 
Mayo”) Stainless steel was introduced in 
1913. 

Across the river, the Philadelphia 
Athletics were establishing a baseball 
dynasty, winning the American League 
pennant in 1902, 1905, 1910, 1911, 1913 
and 1914. They won the World Series three 

13 

ADVENT LUNCHES 
 
When:  Every Wednesday in Advent, 12:10 to 1:00 
Where:  Parish Hall 
What:   A simple lunch of soup and breads 
Topics:  November 30th – Matthew 24: 36-44 –  
  Getting Ready 

 December 7th – Matthew 3:1-12 –  
 Getting Prepared 
 December 14th – Matthew 11:2-11 –   
 Waiting and Loss of Wait 
 December 21st – Matthew 1:18-25 –  
 God with us, Emmanuel 
 
Sign up on the sheet in the narthex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Christmas  
Post Office 
 

 St. Paul’s Post Office is open in the Narthex for the Christmas season.  

This will allow members to “mail” their Christmas card greetings to 

other members by simply dropping their cards unstamped in the 

Narthex mail box.  We will then separate the cards by name and make them available for pick 

up in the Narthex.  THE CARDS WILL NOT BE MAILED. 

This is a way for members to send other members their greetings without incurring the expense 

of postage.  It’s up to you, of course, but you may want to consider spending your “savings” by 

donating the amount you saved to the Lutheran World 

Relief  - Hurricane Relief for Haiti. 
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by Larry Burke 
 
The American Film Institute 
recently released its list of top 
holiday films of all time.  They 
are as follows: 
             
 5. A Christmas Carol (1951 
with Alistair Sim) 

 4. The Bishop’s Wife (1947) 
3.  White Christmas (1954) 
2.  Holiday Inn (1942) 
And of course… 
It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
 

Now I could not possibly disagree with It’s a 
Wonderful Life.  It might in fact be the best 
Hollywood example of God’s grace ever to be 
caught on celluloid.  However, they are missing 
one of my favorites.  Perhaps a few of you have 
seen a gem from 1947 called It Happened on 
Fifth Avenue, staring Don DeFore, Anne 
Harding, and Charles Ruggles.  Before I give you 
a brief plot summary, I have to tell you about how 
I found it.  

My Uncle Denny winters in Florida.  Despite the 
distance, we still talk almost every day.  As a 
matter of fact, we talk more often when he and 
my aunt are in Florida than when they are here in 
Tabernacle, New Jersey.  It’s weird, but it works 
for us.  Well, he saw this movie and loved it so 
much that he made my Aunt Marion (who never 
sits down to rest, let alone watch an entire movie 
from start to finish) watch it with him.  Next the 
two of them called me and had to tell me about 
the movie, frame by frame. 

Immediately upon hanging up the phone, I did an 
“On Demand” search for this film.  I found it at 3 
am during Christmas Break on some obscure 
channel that I didn’t know I had and haven’t 
watched since.  I taped it.  (Sorry, I recorded it.  
The cable remote is the only technology I have 
embraced.) The morning after, I started to watch 
it.  I called my wife (who never sits down and 
watches a movie with me) and told her she had to 
come and watch. 

  

In the film, homeless New Yorker Jim (DeFoe) 
and his dog move in to the same NYC mansion 
every winter as the wealthy home-owners leave to 
winter in the south.  During this particular stay, 
he takes in several roommates.  Most of them are 
ex-servicemen and their families. Most 
Americans alive today are unaware of the 
hardships faced by veterans when they returned 
from WWII.  It was difficult for them to find jobs, 
and even more difficult to secure housing, 
especially if they had wives and children. 
Unbeknownst to Jim, one of his borders actually 
lives in the house, but is hiding from her divorced 
parents because she has quit college and doesn’t 
want them to know.  Trudy O’Connor’s (Gale 
Storm) parents eventually “move” into their own 
home posing as homeless people and live among 
the squatters. I will tell you that hobo Jim is not a 
cliché angel, but is more Christ-like than most as 
he tells the homeless and disenfranchised that he 
pities the wealthy home-owners, because they 
have gained the whole world but lost their souls. I 
would tell you more, but it would ruin the madcap 
hilarity that ensues until Jim moves out in the 
spring.    

There are some surprises on AFI’s list.  Many of 
their holiday films have nothing to do with our 
Lord’s birth, or the promise of peace that He gave 
us on that first Holy Night.   It Happened on 
Fifth Avenue does. The Burke family will be 
popping corn and gathering in front of the fire to 
watch many movies this Christmas season. I hope 
your holiday plans include snuggling up with 
your family and watching a good movie, one that 
is up-lifting.  I pray it is a film you will talk about 
long after you have changed the channel or 
ejected the disc.  You can borrow my copy of It 
Happened on Fifth Avenue, or maybe we can 
arrange a showing at church, where we can all be 
together in Christ, where we are Not Alone.   
Check out the FYI for further details.  Until then, 
Merry Christmas, my Brothers and Sisters! 
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times in this decade – 1910 (won 100 
games), 1911 (won 100 games) and 1913. 
Eddie Plank was their star pitcher, winning 
284 games, a franchise record. (Eddie is 
the only Gettysburg College graduate in 
the Baseball Hall of Fame, but you 
probably knew that already.)  

In 1914, with the assassination of 
Archduke Ferdinand in what is present day 
Bosnia, the world was launched into “The 
War to End All Wars.” As war tore the 
world asunder, the Panama Canal, which 
helped “shrink” the size of our world, 
opened.  George Washington Goethals was 
the chief engineer for this project, and after 
retiring from the Army in 1919, he became 
a private consultant on many important 
projects, including the Holland Tunnel, the 
George Washington Bridge, and (you 
guessed it) the Goethals Bridge, connecting 
New Jersey and Staten Island, New York. 

Woodrow Wilson started this 
decade as the president of Princeton 
University, but in 1910, he was elected to 
be the 34th governor of New Jersey. He 
held that office from January of 1911 until 
he was inaugurated as the 28th President of 
the United States on March 4, 1913, an 
office he held until 1921. Although 
President Wilson wanted the United States 
to remain neutral in the European war, the 
torpedo that sank the Lusitania (1915) also 
sank those hopes, and America entered the 
war in 1917. This was also the year of a 
worldwide influenza pandemic. In 1918, 
the world witnessed the second “Battle of 
the Marne,” where the highway in front of 
our Church gets its name. With the 
armistice of 1918 (the fighting stopped at 
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month), peace returned. 

The impact of all of this on St. 
Paul’s was a sense of mistrust from the 
people in our community. Here we were, a 
German congregation just eight years into 
using English as our language in worship, 
and our neighbors wondered where our 
loyalties were. These were tense years for 
our congregation, but we weathered the 
storm and made it into the 1920s – the 
Roaring Twenties! Prohibition, ragtime, 
flappers and speakeasies!   

 

 

Pastoral Acts for November 
 

Baptisms:  none 
 
Funerals:  none 
 
Weddings:  1 (off campus) 

Epiphany Celebration 

On Friday, January 6, we will again be 

celebrating the Epiphany with Our Lady 

Queen of Peace Roman Catholic 

Church. 

We will begin with a dinner here at St. 

Paul’s at 6:00 pm.  Following dinner, 

we will gather at Our Lady Queen of 

Peace for a prayer 

service. 

We hope to see you 

there! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Stdy (SH) 

12:00 PM RVCA Mtg (PH) 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

2 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

6:00 PM NJ School of Music 

                 Recital 

 

3 

8:00 AM Breakfast with Santa 

7:30 PM  Worship 

2:00 PM NJ School of Music   

                 Recital 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

4 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     3:00 PM NJ School of  
                    Music Recital 
     7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 
 

5  
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
10:00 AM Candle Decorating   
                    (MR) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

6 

6:05 PM Sing for Your  Supper 
(PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (N) 
12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
  

8 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 
10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 
11:30 AM Golden Oldies  
Christmas Luncheon (PH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

9 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

1:00 PM Candle Decorating 
                (MR) 

10 

9:00 AM reJOYce Holiday  

  Bazaar and Bake Sale (PH) 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

11 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
        7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 

12 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

13 

9:00 AM Early Childhood 
Training (PH) 
6:05 PM Sing for Your  Supper 
(PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

 

14 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH) 
6:00 PM Weigh In (N) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

15 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

16 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

Chimes Articles Due 

17 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

18 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     6:00 PM JazMat Service 
 

19 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

20 

6:05 PM Sing for Your  Supper 
(PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 
7:40 PM Congregation Council  
                   (MR) 

21 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 12:00 PM Advent Lunch (PH) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (N) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

22 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

23 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

24 

Christmas Eve  

3:00 PM Worship 

5:00 PM Worship 

8:00 PM Worship 

11:00 PM Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

25 

     10:00 AM Worship 
 

26 

Church Office Closed 
 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

27 

6:05 PM Sing for Your  Supper 
(PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Bible Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

 

28 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (N) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

29 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Study (SH) 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

30 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 

31 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 
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by Larry Burke 
 
The American Film Institute 
recently released its list of top 
holiday films of all time.  They 
are as follows: 
             
 5. A Christmas Carol (1951 
with Alistair Sim) 

 4. The Bishop’s Wife (1947) 
3.  White Christmas (1954) 
2.  Holiday Inn (1942) 
And of course… 
It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
 

Now I could not possibly disagree with It’s a 
Wonderful Life.  It might in fact be the best 
Hollywood example of God’s grace ever to be 
caught on celluloid.  However, they are missing 
one of my favorites.  Perhaps a few of you have 
seen a gem from 1947 called It Happened on 
Fifth Avenue, staring Don DeFore, Anne 
Harding, and Charles Ruggles.  Before I give you 
a brief plot summary, I have to tell you about how 
I found it.  

My Uncle Denny winters in Florida.  Despite the 
distance, we still talk almost every day.  As a 
matter of fact, we talk more often when he and 
my aunt are in Florida than when they are here in 
Tabernacle, New Jersey.  It’s weird, but it works 
for us.  Well, he saw this movie and loved it so 
much that he made my Aunt Marion (who never 
sits down to rest, let alone watch an entire movie 
from start to finish) watch it with him.  Next the 
two of them called me and had to tell me about 
the movie, frame by frame. 

Immediately upon hanging up the phone, I did an 
“On Demand” search for this film.  I found it at 3 
am during Christmas Break on some obscure 
channel that I didn’t know I had and haven’t 
watched since.  I taped it.  (Sorry, I recorded it.  
The cable remote is the only technology I have 
embraced.) The morning after, I started to watch 
it.  I called my wife (who never sits down and 
watches a movie with me) and told her she had to 
come and watch. 

  

In the film, homeless New Yorker Jim (DeFoe) 
and his dog move in to the same NYC mansion 
every winter as the wealthy home-owners leave to 
winter in the south.  During this particular stay, 
he takes in several roommates.  Most of them are 
ex-servicemen and their families. Most 
Americans alive today are unaware of the 
hardships faced by veterans when they returned 
from WWII.  It was difficult for them to find jobs, 
and even more difficult to secure housing, 
especially if they had wives and children. 
Unbeknownst to Jim, one of his borders actually 
lives in the house, but is hiding from her divorced 
parents because she has quit college and doesn’t 
want them to know.  Trudy O’Connor’s (Gale 
Storm) parents eventually “move” into their own 
home posing as homeless people and live among 
the squatters. I will tell you that hobo Jim is not a 
cliché angel, but is more Christ-like than most as 
he tells the homeless and disenfranchised that he 
pities the wealthy home-owners, because they 
have gained the whole world but lost their souls. I 
would tell you more, but it would ruin the madcap 
hilarity that ensues until Jim moves out in the 
spring.    

There are some surprises on AFI’s list.  Many of 
their holiday films have nothing to do with our 
Lord’s birth, or the promise of peace that He gave 
us on that first Holy Night.   It Happened on 
Fifth Avenue does. The Burke family will be 
popping corn and gathering in front of the fire to 
watch many movies this Christmas season. I hope 
your holiday plans include snuggling up with 
your family and watching a good movie, one that 
is up-lifting.  I pray it is a film you will talk about 
long after you have changed the channel or 
ejected the disc.  You can borrow my copy of It 
Happened on Fifth Avenue, or maybe we can 
arrange a showing at church, where we can all be 
together in Christ, where we are Not Alone.   
Check out the FYI for further details.  Until then, 
Merry Christmas, my Brothers and Sisters! 
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times in this decade – 1910 (won 100 
games), 1911 (won 100 games) and 1913. 
Eddie Plank was their star pitcher, winning 
284 games, a franchise record. (Eddie is 
the only Gettysburg College graduate in 
the Baseball Hall of Fame, but you 
probably knew that already.)  

In 1914, with the assassination of 
Archduke Ferdinand in what is present day 
Bosnia, the world was launched into “The 
War to End All Wars.” As war tore the 
world asunder, the Panama Canal, which 
helped “shrink” the size of our world, 
opened.  George Washington Goethals was 
the chief engineer for this project, and after 
retiring from the Army in 1919, he became 
a private consultant on many important 
projects, including the Holland Tunnel, the 
George Washington Bridge, and (you 
guessed it) the Goethals Bridge, connecting 
New Jersey and Staten Island, New York. 

Woodrow Wilson started this 
decade as the president of Princeton 
University, but in 1910, he was elected to 
be the 34th governor of New Jersey. He 
held that office from January of 1911 until 
he was inaugurated as the 28th President of 
the United States on March 4, 1913, an 
office he held until 1921. Although 
President Wilson wanted the United States 
to remain neutral in the European war, the 
torpedo that sank the Lusitania (1915) also 
sank those hopes, and America entered the 
war in 1917. This was also the year of a 
worldwide influenza pandemic. In 1918, 
the world witnessed the second “Battle of 
the Marne,” where the highway in front of 
our Church gets its name. With the 
armistice of 1918 (the fighting stopped at 
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month), peace returned. 

The impact of all of this on St. 
Paul’s was a sense of mistrust from the 
people in our community. Here we were, a 
German congregation just eight years into 
using English as our language in worship, 
and our neighbors wondered where our 
loyalties were. These were tense years for 
our congregation, but we weathered the 
storm and made it into the 1920s – the 
Roaring Twenties! Prohibition, ragtime, 
flappers and speakeasies!   

 

 

Pastoral Acts for November 
 

Baptisms:  none 
 
Funerals:  none 
 
Weddings:  1 (off campus) 

Epiphany Celebration 

On Friday, January 6, we will again be 

celebrating the Epiphany with Our Lady 

Queen of Peace Roman Catholic 

Church. 

We will begin with a dinner here at St. 

Paul’s at 6:00 pm.  Following dinner, 

we will gather at Our Lady Queen of 

Peace for a prayer 

service. 

We hope to see you 

there! 
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part Five of Fifteen) 

  

In each issue of The Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring 
you a fifteen-part series on the history of 
our congregation. The series will be broken 
down into ten year pieces, ending with 
2010-2017. We hope you enjoy reading 
and learning. Not every tidbit of our 
history will fit into these articles, but we 
will do our best to highlight pioneers and 
visionaries who brought us to where we are 
today. 

1910-1920 
On May 11, 1911, after years of 

struggling, St. Paul’s ceased to be a 
mission church and became self-
supporting! Aid from the Mission Board 
was no longer needed. Pastor A.F. 
Neudoerffer continued serving the 
congregation until November 26, 1911, 
when he resigned to accept a call to serve 
as a missionary to India. According to the 
archivist of the Eastern Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, 
our Sesquicentennial Team was told that 
we as a congregation should be extremely 
proud because the service Pastor 
Neudoerffer rendered to us at St. Paul’s 
molded him, fashioned him and helped to 
raise him up to lead in India for 32 years. 
To the Eastern Synod of the ELCC, Pastor 
Neudoerffer is a rock star! 

(A quick peek ahead—when Nancy 
Prickett was commissioned to be a 
missionary in India, Pastor Neudoerffer’s 
son Frederick came to St. Paul’s to do the 
commissioning service.) 

In December 1911, the Rev. John F. 
Bornhold accepted the call to become the 
pastor of St. Paul’s. During his pastorate, 
numerous alterations were made to the 
church, with most of the funding coming 
from an estate willed to the congregation 
by members. The old chancel was torn out 
and the back of the sanctuary was extended 
ten feet. A metal ceiling and walls took the 
place of the old plaster. A new heating 
system was installed in the cellar which 
was dug under the new addition. New 
carpet was laid. A large memorial window 
was installed at the back of the sanctuary.  

Pastor Bornhold resigned in 
August, 1918, and a call was extended to 
seminarian Louis Schmidtkonz, who was 
then ordained here at St. Paul’s on 
September 8. The officiating minister for 
the ordination was Dr. H. E. Jacobs, 
professor of the Theological Seminary at 
Mt. Airy (today’s Philadelphia Seminary, 
and next year’s United Lutheran 
Seminary). Pastor Schmidtkonz served 
here until 1920. 

In this same decade, our country 
saw the founding of the Boy Scouts of 
America (we now host Troop 5) in 1910; 
two years later was the founding of the Girl 
Scouts of America (we sponsor Cadette 
Troop 20609). In 1912, the Titanic struck 
an iceberg and sank in the North Atlantic 
Ocean. That same year, Hellman’s Real 
Mayonnaise was introduced. (Do not 
confuse these two events with “Sinko de 
Mayo”) Stainless steel was introduced in 
1913. 

Across the river, the Philadelphia 
Athletics were establishing a baseball 
dynasty, winning the American League 
pennant in 1902, 1905, 1910, 1911, 1913 
and 1914. They won the World Series three 
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ADVENT LUNCHES 
 
When:  Every Wednesday in Advent, 12:10 to 1:00 
Where:  Parish Hall 
What:   A simple lunch of soup and breads 
Topics:  November 30th – Matthew 24: 36-44 –  
  Getting Ready 

 December 7th – Matthew 3:1-12 –  
 Getting Prepared 
 December 14th – Matthew 11:2-11 –   
 Waiting and Loss of Wait 
 December 21st – Matthew 1:18-25 –  
 God with us, Emmanuel 
 
Sign up on the sheet in the narthex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Christmas  
Post Office 
 

 St. Paul’s Post Office is open in the Narthex for the Christmas season.  

This will allow members to “mail” their Christmas card greetings to 

other members by simply dropping their cards unstamped in the 

Narthex mail box.  We will then separate the cards by name and make them available for pick 

up in the Narthex.  THE CARDS WILL NOT BE MAILED. 

This is a way for members to send other members their greetings without incurring the expense 

of postage.  It’s up to you, of course, but you may want to consider spending your “savings” by 

donating the amount you saved to the Lutheran World 

Relief  - Hurricane Relief for Haiti. 
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Music Matters  

December 2016  

by Denisemarie Ramos 

 

“Postcards and the Easiest  

Part of Your December” 

 

 It’s not easy to invite someone to 
church. Sometimes it’s hard to remember 
that the people who might best benefit 
from coming to church, people who may 
feel depressed, anxious or lost in some 
way, find it hardest to initiate a 
conversation about faith.  

 Every December we have an early 
Christmas Eve service.  This year it’s on 
Sunday, December 18 at 6pm. The main 
reason for this service is so that those of 
you who will be away or have other 
commitments on Christmas may still 
celebrate a Christmas Eve service with 
your church family.  

 Still this service affords us another 
great opportunity, a chance to invite our 
friends and family to church. Although 
there are many people who don’t regularly 
attend church these days, most have been 
to a Christmas service, or in the very least 
know all the Christmas songs from the 
radio. This is why I have found that 
inviting someone to worship at a Christmas 
service is an easy thing to do. Because our 
early Christmas service is always about 
seven to ten days before Christmas, most 
people have a little more availability to 
come. 

 This year I have printed postcards 
that you can hand out. It has all the 
information about St. Paul’s and the 
service on the card, and there is space on 
the back for you to personalize it. If you 
haven’t been to this service before, let me 
tell you a little about it. This is a traditional 
service with all the traditional songs, 
infused with some jazz and blues by retired 
Pemberton High School band director 
Clarence Watson on trombone and our 
friend Jeovani Ortiz on sax. We have 
candlelight singing of Silent Night, and O 
Holy Night, a choir to help fill our church 
with voice and song, and a short drama by 
our youth written and directed by Larry 
Burke.  

 I believe this information, along 
with the postcards, will give you all the 
tools needed to invite some of the people 
in your life to the church we all love. I 
know of some folks I see at the super 
market and a few families from the music 
school that I am going to invite. I hope to 
see them and all of you and your friends 
there! 
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WHO ELSE 
WAS BORN IN 1867? 

 
 As we reach 
the end of the year, 
we feature our final 
sesquicentennial 
birth! 
 Sarah 
Breedlove 
(December 23, 1867 
– May 25, 1919), 

known as Madam C. J. Walker, was an American 
entrepreneur, philanthropist, and the first female 
self-made millionaire in America. She made her 
fortune by developing and marketing a line of 
beauty and hair products for black women under 
the company she founded, Madame C.J. Walker 
Manufacturing Company. 
 Walker was also known for her 
philanthropy and activism. She made financial 
donations to numerous organizations and became 
a patron of the arts. Villa Lewaro, Walker’s 
lavish estate in Irvington-on-Hudson, New York, 
served as a social gathering place for the African 
American community. The Madame Walker 
Theatre Center opened in Indianapolis in 1927 to 
continue her legacy. Both of these properties are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 Initially, Sarah learned about hair care 
from her brothers, who were barbers in Saint 
Louis. Around the time of the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition (World's Fair at St. Louis in 
1904), she became a commission agent selling 
products for Annie Turnbo Malone, an African 
American hair-care entrepreneur and owner of 
the Poro Company. While working for Malone, 
who would later become Walker’s largest rival in 
the hair-care industry, Sarah began to adapt her 
knowledge of hair and hair products to develop 
her own product line.  
 In 1910 Walker relocated her business to 
Indianapolis, where she established the 
headquarters for the Madame C. J. Walker 
Manufacturing Company. Walker later built a 
factory, hair salon, and beauty school to train her 
sales agents, and added a laboratory to help with 

research. She also assembled a competent staff to 
assist in managing the growing company. Many 
of her company's employees, including those in 
key management and staff positions, were 
women. 
 Between 1911 and 1919, during the 
height of her career, Walker and her company 
employed several thousand women as sales 
agents for its products. By 1917, the company 
claimed to have trained nearly 20,000 women. 
Dressed in a characteristic uniform of white 
shirts and black skirts and carrying black 
satchels, they visited houses around the United 
States and in the Caribbean offering Walker's 
hair pomade and other products packaged in tin 
containers carrying her image. Walker 
understood the power of advertising and brand 
awareness. Heavy advertising, primarily in 
African American newspapers and magazines, in 
addition to Walker's frequent travels to promote 
her products, helped make Walker and her 
products well known in the United States. 

Walker became more involved in 
political matters after her move to New York. 
She delivered lectures on political, economic, and 
social issues at conventions sponsored by 
powerful black institutions. Her friends and 
associates included Booker T. Washington, Mary 
McLeod Bethune, and W. E. B. Du Bois, among 
others. During World War I Walker was a leader 
in the Circle For Negro War Relief and 
advocated for the establishment of a training 
camp for black army officers. In 1917, she joined 
the executive committee of New York chapter of 
the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), which organized the 
Silent Protest Parade on New York City's Fifth 
Avenue. The public demonstration drew more 
than 8,000 African Americans to protest a riot in 
East Saint Louis that killed thirty-nine African 
Americans.  

Walker died on May 25, 1919, from 
kidney failure and complications of hypertension 
at the age of fifty-one. Walker's remains are 
interred in Woodlawn Cemetery in The Bronx, 
New York City. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entrepreneur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philanthropist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_C.J._Walker_Manufacturing_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_C.J._Walker_Manufacturing_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Lewaro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irvington-on-Hudson,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_Walker_Theatre_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_Walker_Theatre_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Malone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Booker_T._Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_McLeod_Bethune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_McLeod_Bethune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._E._B._Du_Bois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Circle_For_Negro_War_Relief&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Association_for_the_Advancement_of_Colored_People
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Association_for_the_Advancement_of_Colored_People
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silent_Parade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypertension
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodlawn_Cemetery_(Bronx,_New_York)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bronx
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Challenge Grant  
Offered: “50 in 30” 

 
 

A member of our congregation has offered to make a 
$10,000 donation to the congregation in December. The Congregation Council has 
decided to use this “grant” as a challenge to the congregation. 
 

There are 31 days in December. Recognizing that Christmas Day is a holiday, the 
Congregation Council challenges the members of the congregation of St. Paul’s to 
donate an extra fifty dollars over the remaining thirty days of December. With over two 
hundred people worshipping each weekend, if each giving unit can rise to this challenge, 
we would match the $10,000 gift being offered. 
  

Some people cannot afford an extra fifty dollars over the course of those thirty days, so 
any of us who can do more than fifty dollars are welcome to be extra-generous. If you 
cannot help out financially, please commit to praying thirty times during the month.  
 

The monies generated will go toward our regular spending plan, to offset end of the year 
expenses we are anticipating. Monies will not be used to organize field trips to President 
Grant’s summer home in Burlington, NJ. 
 

Look for specially marked envelopes in December.  

 

Which of you should not make the list 

because of time, space and memory?    

You have been so kind and thoughtful.  

You have prayed, called and visited       

and stopped me along the way to ask    

how Patty was coming along, and how       

I was, did I need anything?  We needed 

your prayers then, and I need them now.  

Thank you always with the love that    

Jesus has taught us.   

Mitch Cramer 

 

 

Thank you for the many cards of 

condolence on the death of my husband.  

Thoughts send by my church family have 

helped to ease my grief. 

Janice Haines 
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Youth & Family Ministry 

Youth News 

The Senior Youth group met around a 
campfire and ate s’mores for their first 
meeting of the year. They discussed some 
upcoming events including Family Advent 
Night on November 27 starting with dinner 
at 5pm.  They will also be helping to wrap 
the gifts for the needy children. The group 
is planning to go ice skating in 
Philadelphia in the near future. Other ideas 
discussed were to go bowling, to do a 
service project and begin fundraising for 
the convention in Houston in 2018.  

The Winter Youth Assembly for high 
school students is in Harvey Cedars from 
February 10-12, 2017.  Sign ups for the 
assembly will be coming out soon.  
Scholarships are available if you are 
interested. 

 

The catechism class went to Harmony 
Village in Moorestown to sing 
Thanksgiving carols. The residents really 
seemed to enjoy the carols, clapping and 
tapping their feet. Some even sang along!  
The students were treated to ice cream at 
the end of caroling.  

Class will be held on December 7 and 21. 
There is no class on December 28.  A 
Christmas party is scheduled for December 
21.   In January classes will be held on the 
4th  and 18th.   

Confirmation Camp is 
July 9-15.  The first 
deposit for camp is 
due in January. More 
information will be 
forthcoming. 

 

 

 

Andrew Delaney became an uncle in October to a beautiful baby girl! 

************************ 

Hannah Schwarzmann was chosen as the 2016 Homecoming Queen  

at Rancocas Valley Regional High School! 
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reJOYce School 
news for 
December  

 

Waiting, waiting, and 
waiting!  That’s what 
Advent is all about.  

Each week we’ll learn a little more about 
the Christmas Story until – at last! – Baby 
Jesus is here!  We will focus on the 
Nativity Story as the core of Christmas; 
count-down to Jesus’ Birthday; decorate 
our own classroom trees; and learn about 
Christmas Traditions in other countries.  
It’s going to be a busy month!  Walk by the 
music room, and you’re sure to hear 
Christmas bells ringing as we sing our 
holiday favorites. 

New this year – join us for BREAKFAST 
WITH SANTA on Saturday, December 3.  
There will be pancakes with assorted 
toppings, sausages, pastries and donuts 
plus coffee, tea, juice & hot chocolate.  
Church families are all invited – and you 
don’t have to have a child to attend!  
Tickets are $6 each; $4 for children under 
12.  You may purchase your tickets at the 
table in the Narthex on Sunday, November 
27 or contact the reJOYce office.  Seating 
times are 8, 9 or 10AM. 

We’d like to invite everyone to come and 
shop at our Holiday Bazaar & Bake Sale 
on Saturday, December 10, 9AM – 1PM, 
in the Parish Hall.  This event is a fund-
raiser for our Playground Renovation 
Project.  We hope you can join us – and 
bring a friend!  Our preschool students 
have been busy mixing and baking items 
for the bake sale table.  Mrs. Boettge’s 

homemade jams will also be available. 

Do you do your holiday shopping on-
line?  If you already shop at Amazon, you 
can go through http://smile.amazon.com, 
choose “St Paul Lutheran Church” as 
your organization and 0.5% of your 
purchase will be donated back to 
reJOYce.   

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
from all our staff to all our students and 
their families, our neighbors, our church 
community, and to each other!  Happy 
Birthday, Baby Jesus! 

reJOYce and JOYfull House will be 
closed for the Christmas break from 
December 23 through January 2.  Classes 
resume on Tuesday, January 3. 

Space is still available in some of our 
classes.  For enrollment information, 
please call Karen Boettge at 267-1443 or 
drop on by the reJOYce office.  Pictures 
of our classes in action can be viewed on 
our school website:  
www.rejoyceschool.org.  
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Christmas Gifts for Families! 

  

The Christmas Gifts 
for the Giving Tree 
(tags are on the tree in 
the narthex) are due 
back to church no later 
than December 4th. 
Please bring the gifts 
unwrapped with the 
gift tag attached. If you 
are purchasing a gift 
card, there will be a box in the church 
office on Rosanne’s desk for your 
convenience. 

If anyone took a gift tag and did not sign 
their name and phone number on the sheets 
provided, please call Carin Sutton (856) 
261-4615.           

If you did not get a gift tag from the tree 
and would like to help, please purchase a 
gift card from Acme or ShopRite and bring 
it to the church office. We will be giving 
these to the parents of the children for 
whom we are collecting gifts. 

 
 

Veteran’s Day 
 

Thank you to all of our 
veterans who submitted a 
photo for the Veteran’s Day 
display.  Thank you for your 
service! 

 
A huge thanks to all who helped with the 
Veteran’s Day Fellowship.  We can’t do it 
without you! 

Christmas Gift Cards 
 

The last day to order Christmas gift cards is 
December 11.  Don’t miss out!  One stop 
shopping for gift cards for everyone on your 
list—a few examples: Kohl’s, Old Navy, 
Chili’s, TGIFridays, Wawa, Regal, Bed Bath 
& Beyond, CVS, Petsmart and many, many 
more!   
 
You can get your shopping done and help 
the church at the same time.  It’s a win-win! 
 
If you have questions, contact Peg Biringer 
at (609) 894-8089. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

December Food Collection 
 

Suggestions for this month: Canned meats, 

soups, macaroni and cheese, paper towels. 

Thank you for helping those struggling this 

Christmas! As always, all items welcome! 

Paper, plastic and cloth bags are also needed. 
 

Please place the items on the hutch in the 

narthex. 

http://smile.amazon.com
http://www.rejoyceschool.org
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Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

On Saturday, November 19, the campus 
was a beehive of activity! The Boy Scouts 
of our Troop 5 and the Cub Scouts of our 
Pack 58 scoured the greater Hainesport 
community to collect bags of food for 
Thanksgiving distribution. When their task 
was done, they had collected 75 bags of 
food which were given to our food 
collection, and over 100 bags of food that 
were distributed to six different food 
pantries. Recipients were: Hainesport 
residents, Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Roman Catholic Church food pantry, 
Extended Hands Ministry in Mount Holly, 
the St. Vincent DePaul Society at Sacred 
Heart Roman Catholic Church, ARC of 
Hainesport, and our mission partner 
congregation Bridge of Peace in Camden. 

The seventy-five bags of food we received 
needed to be sorted, so Betty Brink and her 
team of helpers got on that task on Sunday 
at noon. The job was made a little easier 
thanks to the Girl Scouts of Troops 20609 
and 25033, who had come in on Saturday 
afternoon to help sort the food in those 75 
bags. With the help and support of the crew 
of volunteers Betty had assembled, along 
with financial support from Thrivent 
Financial, thirty-one baskets of food were 
prepared and distributed! The estimated 
value of each basket is $80.00. Even 
though it does not show up on any 

Synodical statistical 
report or any year-
end report from 
ELCA World 
Hunger, that means 
that $2,480.00 worth 
of food was 
distributed. And that’s just in the baskets! 
Leftover food was distributed to the social 
agencies listed above. 

Our Social Ministry team thanks all the 
members of St. Paul’s who were once 
again so generous in their donations, and 
we thank the partners we have in this 
community who worked hard to  make sure 
that all could have a joyous Thanksgiving, 
awash in the bounties provided by God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

January 14 & 15—Coat Drive 

January 22—Social Ministry Luncheon 

January 28 & 29—Sock Collection 

February—Valentine Cookies for Shut-Ins 
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reJOYce  
Holiday Bazaar & Bake Sale 

 
Saturday, December 10 

9 AM to 1 PM in the Parish Hall 
 

All are welcome! 
 

Shop for the holidays!  Support our school! A portion of each sale goes 
to the reJOYce Playground Renovation Fund! 

 
Our goal is to raise money for our Playground Renovation Fund  

to purchase a new fence for the playground.   
 

Some items are “cash and carry”.  For others you may place an order 
that will be delivered in time for holiday gift-giving. 

 
Love to shop?  Come on by and check it out!  There will be home-made 
jam for sale and our students will be baking cookies and other goodies 

for the bake sale table. 
 

For more information call reJOYce Christian School at 609 267-1443. 
 

Thank you for helping with our fund-raiser! 

Spontaneous Evangelizing 
 

Bob and I were on a tour of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg with a concentration 
on the unknown graves.  A woman, a total stranger, was so moved by what the tour guide was 
saying that she asked if we could hold hands and have a moment of silence. We (including the 
tour guide) all did, and we all recited The Lord's Prayer. Absolutely beautiful 
sharing so intimately with total strangers. I cried. 

Wow, talk about the Spirit working through us. 

Lydia Cross 
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December Card Shower to: 

Marcella Boettge 
NJVMH—Vineland, Room 2101 

524 NW Boulevard 

Vineland, NJ 08360 

 

St. Paul’s Golden Oldies 

Christmas Celebration 

Covered Dish Luncheon 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

11:30 AM in the Parish Hall 

 

Bring your favorite covered dish and a $10.00 gift for exchange.   

 Beverage and dessert will be provided. 

Come out and celebrate this wonderful Christmas Season. 

 

Questions? Call  Laura Pagenkopf  267-0669 

or Joan Thompson  267-1470 

What can a soda can tab do?   

Help Children’s Hospital! 

 

Please take a moment to remove your soda can 
tabs before you recycle, bring them to church, and 
deposit them in the container in the 
narthex.  The tabs will be donated to 
CHOP (Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia). 

If you have questions, please see Joyce 
Alexander.  Thank you! 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
 

This month I want to talk some more about 
the book I Am a Church Member by Thom 
S. Rainer.  Interestingly enough, I was 
given the book by one of the trainers that 
worked at the gym I belong to.  We would 
talk about our lives, where we saw God at 
work, our churches and what was going on, 
we’d pray with one another and support one 
another. Sometimes others would join us.  
Who knew that going to the gym to keep 
my body healthy would also keep me 
spiritually healthy?!  Anyway, when this 
trainer left the gym she gave me this book.   

There is a portion that talks about how 
often, when we are involved in the life of 
the church and get more and more involved, 
we discover the imperfections of the 
church.  You see, the church is made up of 
humans and none of us is perfect.  No 
church is perfect, no pastor is perfect, no 
church member is perfect.  I am not perfect.  
You are not perfect.   

We find joy in serving the church, those in 
the church and the world.  We’re not part of 
a church to see what we can get out of it.  
We are part of the church to serve and care 
for others.  If someone does something that 
disappoints or frustrates you, then it’s a 
message to pray for that person.  We will 
never have the perfection of Jesus (that’s 
probably a good thing, seeing as how he 
was crucified by imperfect people rebelling 
against him), but we can strive to be more 
Christ-like in loving one another, even 
those who seem unlovable.   

 

The same wise member who taught Thom 
this also taught him to bring his family 
together to pray for God’s people, the 
church and church leaders.  Some of what 
they would pray for is the proclaiming the 
Word of God, for their families, for 
encouragement, for strength, courage, 
discernment, protection, for physical 
strength, courage, and discernment and 
wisdom in leadership.  That member had 
passed that to his own family whose 
children grew up in the church and 
remained happy, joyful leaders in the 
church as adults.  As a church member with 
a family, one is encouraged to lead the 
family to worship together at church.  

So as we move into the season of Advent, a 
season of watchful, waiting for our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s return, I ask you to pause and 
reflect on those who have influenced your 
faith life, whether living or dead.  I ask you 
to pause and give thanks for those people, 
to pray for your fellow brothers and sisters 
in Christ, to pray for the church and all of 
us imperfect people, that we may be 
strengthened, encouraged, given physical 
strength to do God’s will, and continue to 
be open to God’s call for us and for the gift 
of discerning God’s will for us as we await 
our Lord’s coming at the end of times. 

May God bless you all in this Advent 
season. 

 

Pastor Laura Esposito 
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 Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ, 

 These are turning 
into some very exciting times in the 

life of the Church, both our own 
congregation and the larger apostolic 
Christian Church. 
 In the larger Church, we recently 
saw Pope Frances celebrate an anniversary 
Mass with leaders of the Lutheran Church 
from around the world. The Mass was 
offered to celebrate the beginning of the 
500th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. As a Lutheran, it was exciting 
to see the Pope of the Roman Catholic 
Church wearing a red stole for worship, 
standing beside Lutheran clergy, some of 
whom were women! Of course, the 
photograph of that event was published in 
the newspaper the day before the Chicago 
Cubs won the World Series, so it was hard 
for us Lutherans to discern which was the 
greater miracle! 
 In our New Jersey Synod, we are 
eight months into a ministry emphasis 
called “EMU”, which stands for 
“Excellence in Ministry, Unleashed”. 
Pastor Scott Schantzenbach is heading up a 
team, including our own Pastor Esposito, 
that is learning how to teach pastors to be 
better stewards of their financial resources. 
At the same time that the team is exploring 
ways for Synods and seminaries to make 
seminary education more affordable. Fewer 
people have turned to the ministry as a 
vocation because of the costs incurred with 
a seminary education. Remember, that a 
college degree is needed before a seminary 
degree. The dollars tend to pile up. 
 The unique approach of this 
ministry is that it is being offered on 
several different platforms. I attended a two

-day retreat for pastors over the age of fifty. 
A similar retreat approach gathered 
together pastors who were one to five years 
into their call, while yet another retreat was 
offered to pastors at the mid-point of their 
vocational call. Several EMU labs will be 
offered throughout the Synod to help teach 
congregational leaders what good and 
faithful stewardship is all about. As Pastor 
Esposito recently preached, we cannot look 
at church through the same set of lenses 
that we did in the 1950s and 1960s. The 
world has changed around us, and we the 
church have to make some changes as well.   
 In that regard, Pastor Esposito and I 
have been meeting with four members of 
the congregation to begin floating some 
ideas about goals for the future. This will 
help us focus some ideas that we can 
present to the Congregation Council at a 
later date. I know some of you shudder 
when you hear a pastor say the word 
“change,” but think of the sounds a baby 
makes before the baby is changed, as 
opposed to the quietude after the baby is 
changed. Change is often necessary and, in 
many cases, produces good results. 
 I am anticipating that when we 
begin celebrating our Sesquicentennial next 
month, that we will have many occasions to 
give thanks for the changes of the past 
which have brought us into our present. 
While all of Lutherdom celebrates our 500th 
birthday, here at Saint Paul’s, we will 
celebrate our 150th birthday, as well as the 
25th anniversary of our present sanctuary. 
These are some very exciting times in the 
life of the Church. I am glad you are here to 
be a part of them. 
     
   In peace,  
   Pastor David Jost 
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Candle Decorating 

Monday, December 5, 10 AM 

Friday, December 9, 1 PM 

Music Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has been a tradition since Donald Schupp 

was our pastor at St. Paul’s. It’s a Moravian 

tradition. Each color on the candles represents   

a church season. The “tutus” are made out of 

colored tissue.  Each “tutu” is precisely cut by 

hand.  

It’s a reverent tradition held by many of our 

long-time members, especially when we sing 

“Silent Night” on Christmas Eve. 

 

This is a true labor of LOVE! 

 

If you have questions, please contact Maggie 

Ottenwess at (609) 892-0243.  

 
If you would like to order a 
poinsettia to beautify the 
church during the Christ-
mas Season, please use the 
order blank below or indi-
cate your choice on the 
Christmas flower envelope 
in your packet. The price of 

a poinsettia is $7.00. Please indicate if you wish 
to honor someone or to dedicate it in memory 
of someone. Your order must be received in the 
office no later than December 4. There will 
be no exceptions in order to have the correct 
number of  poinsettias. 
 
 

I wish to order _________ Poinsettias 
               (total number of plants) 
 
A variety of colors of Poinsettias will be or-
dered. After Christmas Eve you may select your 
favorite(s) out of those ordered to take home. 
 
Write the sentiment as you wish it to appear in 
list of donors. 
 

TO HONOR: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
 

 

Please pick up your plant as soon as possible 
after the 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship 
Service. Enjoy it yourself or deliver it to some-
one who needs some special Christmas cheer. 
 

My Name: ____________________________ 
 

My Envelope Number Is: ________________ 
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Dear Babe Ruths and Hank Aarons (I call you 
that because no matter where you are, you always 
seem to come home), 
 When I was a younger man, I had been 
away from my home congregation. It wasn’t 
because of a job relocation, or lengthy illness. I 
just stopped going to worship. It wasn’t because 
of the pastor. No one in the congregation had said 
something mean to me. I just stopped going. 
 Then, at Christmas, I decided it was time 
to “go home,” to go back to the congregation that 
had nurtured me for so many years. I wondered 
how I would be welcomed, but people who saw 
me in the narthex before the service offered me 
warm words of greeting. The worship service was 
delightful, the music was grand, and the message 
reminded me of God’s love for the world in 
sending Jesus into our world. All was fine – until 
the service ended and I had to pass by 
the pastor to exit the sanctuary. 
 The pastor grabbed my hand, 
shook it emphatically, looked me in 
the eye and said “Look what the cat 
dragged in! Alphonse, I haven’t seen 
you in forever. What made you drag 
your sorry butt into church tonight?” 
Had the carpet not been wall-to-wall, I 
would have crawled under it! I was 
mortified at his “greeting” to me. I 
mean, I know I had been away for a while, but I 
did not expect that cutting-edge-to-it kind of 
remark! Although I thought that I was going 
home, it became clear to me that there was no 
place for me in that congregation any longer. 
 Then, three years ago, I came to one of 
your Christmas Eve services. Because I mail in 
all of my articles to The Chimes, I don’t always 
get to see your pastors during the year. Of course, 
when we do get together, I wear my Phillies 
jacket, and Pastor Esposito wears her Yankees 
coat, and Pastor Jost wears his Mets coat. We are 
always the center of conversation wherever we 
go! But I digress. 
 So, I went to a Christmas Eve service at 
St. Paul’s. Like before, at my home church, the  

 
 
 

service was delightful, the music was grand, and 
the message helped me understand the constancy 
of Christmas in an ever-changing world. This 
time, when I got to the door to leave, the pastor 
grabbed my hand and said “Alphonse! What a 
delight to have you with us! Your articles are like 
a Christmas gift that comes to us once a month! I 
am so glad to see you!” 
 No guilt about being away. No finger-
wagging because of my absence. Just a word of 
welcome. It was like being welcomed home. I did 
not expect the pastor to fawn all over me as a sign 
of welcome – there were too many other people 
in line behind me for that. Instead, I was 
welcomed as one who had been away, but was 
warmly welcomed back. A very different 
experience from my “home” church.  
 But isn’t that what all of us are supposed 

to do, especially on Christmas 
services? I’ve overheard a lot of people 
who try to place shame on a returning 
person, or question the sincerity of that 
person’s visit: “You’re not here all 
year, but you show up tonight? Hope 
you brought a big offering envelope 
with you!” Ouch! 
 When we hear the Christmas 
story, let’s be less like the innkeeper – 
“Oh, I think I can squeeze you into a 

stable in the back.” – and more like the shepherds 
– “Let us make haste to see this thing that has 
taken place!” Please be sure that whoever walks 
through your doors for any of the Christmas 
services (you have a LOT of them!) that they 
know they are welcomed. They know that in your 
congregation, they will have found a home. 
 Gotta go – Mrs. Cantrell says the figgy 
pudding is ready. Merry Christmas to one and all! 
     
 Your faithful correspondent, 
     
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Christmas Eve  
3:00 PM—Geared toward young children 

5:00 PM—Led by our Praise Band 
8:00—Traditional 
11:00—Traditional 

 

Christmas Day 
10:00 AM—A simple  

Christmas Day observance 

 
 

December 18—6:00 pm 
Early Christmas Eve Service for those who 

cannot make services on the 24th or who are 

busily involved in worship that night. 


