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Dear Potatoes and Throw Pillows (I call you that
because those are two things that are commonly
found on a couch),

I had a conversation with your Pastor Jost
recently in which he was telling me about his
educational journey to Allentown, PA. I thought he
said he had attended a “couching training,” so I
assumed that he sat around for three days watching
soap operas and sporting events with his feet up on a
table and a bowl of popcorn beside him! It turned
out he was at a three day “Coaching
Event.” He was sponsored by the ELCA
and spent his days in sessions training him
to be a coach within our New Jersey
Synod.

I said to him “Oh, so you are
trained to be a therapist.” He replied “No,
a therapist works for the healing of
someone.”

I said “Oh, so you are trained to
be a mentor.” He replied “No, a mentor is
an expert in the field who is brought in to walk
beside someone else who is learning a trade. I am an
everyday parish pastor who has been trained to
listen to other pastors and congregation leaders to
offer some guidelines and advice.”

I said “Oh, so you are trained to be a
consultant?” He replied “No, a consultant is hired to
provide answers. My role as a discipleship coach is
to listen and help congregational leaders build on
the strengths that are already present in their
congregation. The goal is to help the congregational
leaders discern answers that are already present in
their faith life.”

I thought about what he said. When I go to
a high school football game, I like to watch the
coaches on the sidelines. Some coaches are
firebrands, who scream and yell at their team the
entire game. Those teams rarely win the game. Then
there is the coach at the local high school, who
calmly walks the sidelines, embraces a player who
has made an error on the field, and saves his wrath
for the referee when a bad call is made. His team
won their opening game, 48-0.

There was an article in the September
12thPhiladelphia Inquirer how even the military is
moving away from a confrontational approach with
new recruits and developing drill sergeants who are
more like mentors and coaches. The military is
finding it harder and harder to yell at a young recruit
about the firing of a gun when the recruit has never
held a gun, let alone fired one, in the lifetime of the
recruit!

I don’t think that your pastor is going to
take this training and develop a new career,
like “The Dr. Dave” show on TV. There’s
already one person who does that, and
sometimes I get my Phil of him. But I do
believe that with this coaching training,
your pastor will be able to help your own
congregation move forward. Not only that,
but your Bishop will be calling on him to
help others, too!

And that, really, is what the church is all
about. We don’t do the things we do to
keep them to ourselves. We share with

others. We share resources, we share teachings, we
share leadership. That’s why your pastor, Pastor
Esposito, is involved with the NJ Synod’s EMU
Team (Excellence in Ministry, Unleashed). She is
learning good stewardship practices for pastors and
congregations. And guess what? Soon, she will be
flying out to Minneapolis to share what she has
learned with the foundation that is supporting the
work of EMU.

I encourage all of you to follow those leads
and get up off your couch and proclaim the Good
News to anyone who will listen! Share your story;
share your resources; share your faith!

Your faithful correspondent,

Dr. Alphonse Cantrell
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in
Christ,

We are now officially one year away from
marking our 150th anniversary as a congregation
here in Hainesport! We have an official logo,
which we will be using throughout the year on
various publications (Thank you, Marla Stough,
for creating the logo!). We have guest preachers
lined up to share the Gospel with us beginning in
May. We have a Sesquicentennial Planning Team
that has been meeting regularly and working
diligently on collecting historical artifacts and
tidbits of information about our congregation.
(Thank you, Marilyn Phifer, for giving this team
life!)

One of the recurring comments from the
Planning Team is their amazement at what the
early members of St. Paul’s endured in order to
get this congregation to where it is today. For the
first forty-four years of our existence, we were
considered a mission congregation, barely able to
support a pastor of our own. Unlike the churches
of northern New Jersey, close to the ports through
which so many immigrants came to America,
Hainesport was somewhat removed from that
activity. Because the means of travel were not as
well developed as today, Philadelphia seemed a
great distance away, so we could not rely on
urban overflow to bring people to our
congregation. (Back in those days, it was more
common to hear about a backup on the Schuylkill
River rather than the Schuylkill Expressway.)

Always proud of our German heritage, services
used to be conducted in German on a regular
basis. Those efforts were hindered with the
outbreak of the First World War, when anything
German came under suspicion. Those years
provided a challenge for us, as we had to prove to
the community around us that our loyalties were
to God and country and not to the Kaiser of
Germany.

In spite of that setback (which would be re-
enacted during the Second World War), we
continued to grow, creating a Ladies Aid Society,
which became a major financial adjunct to this

congregation. This financial support was
especially helpful as we, along with the rest of the
country, fell into economic depression. A Sunday
School was begun; Vacation Bible School was
introduced in the 1940s, and by the early 1950s,
we had outgrown our little wooden church
building.

Now the challenge was expansion! Fortunately,
we were able to buy land, and we also had
generous members who donated land. We had
members who donated time and talent to the
building of the new sanctuary, and soon after, the
education wing as well. A parsonage was built on
our property and a second parsonage was built on
the foundation of an old mill building that stood
next to the railroad tracks behind our property.

The next wave of expansion came much faster
than the first, for within thirty years of the
completion of the second sanctuary, it was
evident that we needed more room for worship
and education. On Easter Day 1992, we moved
into the present sanctuary.

Today, the challenge is not so much a financial
one, due to the combination of increased giving
on the part of the congregation and controlling
expenses on the part of leadership, but it is a
challenge of interest and priorities. Our society no
longer values church membership and church
participation in the way that it used to. Sixty years
ago, Sunday morning worship attendance was the
norm. Now as you look around your communities
as you travel to worship, you realize that you
have become the exception to the norm. There are
plenty of other things to do on a Saturday night or
Sunday morning than there used to be, so the
Church struggles to gets its voice heard above the
din of everyone else’s.

We will not celebrate our 150th anniversary as a
nostalgic look back at the good old days. We will
look to our past to find the building blocks for the
future. With the power and presence of the Holy
Spirit, we will boldly move into that future.

In Peace,
Pastor David Jost
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Thank you everyone who came out, helped,
and enjoyed the St. Paul’s Homecoming
Church Picnic on Sunday, September 11th. It
was a fantastic time! #stpaulspicnic

Special THANK YOU to the following for
making this day happen:

Rudolph Bescherer Marisa Bozarth
Angela Catanzariti Jeff Duda
Melissa Headrick Pat Headrick
Brad Kirkpatrick Sasha Makuka
James McMahon Maggie Ottenwess
Chris Ottenwess Karen Platt
Sandy Sambucci
Ron Champion Sound St. Paul’s Youth
St. Paul's Youth and Family Team

If anyone would like to be a part of the Youth
& Family Team, please contact the office.

A big thank you to our Pastors, all those who
prayed for Bob during his hospital stay fighting
a bout of strep pneumonia, followed by the
sudden death of his brother. All the cards and
prayers were truly appreciated.

Thank you,
Bob and Lydia Cross

Dear St. Pauls,

As I am finally feeling settled from my return
to the U.S. I wanted to say one last THANK
YOU for all your support. This congregation
has shown up for me in many ways during my
journey in South Africa, through words of
encouragement, cards during the
holidays, fundraising support and prayers.
Words cannot express my gratefulness! I
would love to share more of my Young Adults
in Global Mission experience with you. I will
be speaking during the services October 1st &
2nd.

Hamba Khale,

Mackenzie Alexander

October 20th, 7:00 PM

at Carol Hartman’s

Philomena by

Martin Sixsmith

If you have questions,

please contact Peg Biringer (609) 894-8089.

ReJOYce Noah’s Ark Parade

The annual Noah’s Ark Parade will be held
on Monday, October 31 in and around
reJOYce School. In addition
to the students dressing as
their favorite Ark animal,
the staff also participates!
Be sure to try and spot
Pastor Jost!
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reJOYce School
news for October

We’re off to a great start!

During October, we’ll be
learning about Fire

Prevention & Fire Safety. We’ll meet the
Hainesport Fire Fighters when they come for a
visit. To celebrate the arrival of Fall, we’re
going on Field Trip to pick our own pumpkins.
At Chapel time we’ll be learning the story of
Noah’s Ark – ending with our annual Noah’s
Ark Parade!

Did you know reJOYce is participating in the
Grow NJ Kids initiative? Thanks to our
participation, our fabulous teachers now have
the full resources of “Creative Curriculum” and
the “Gold Assessment” at their fingertips. Our
“study room” is now set-up to focus on “Trees”
– it’s a great hands-on, child-centered
component to add our program.

Thank you to everyone who participated in our
September fund-raisers! You can support
reJOYce all year long when you shop at
Amazon Smile: just log-in through https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/21-0725313 and 0.5% of
every purchase will be donated directly to our
preschool program. That may not sound like
much, but imagine if EVERYONE used this
link for EVERY Amazon purchase, it can add
up to a sizeable donation very quickly. Thank
you for your on-going support!

We do have plenty of space in our after-school
program and limited space in each of our
morning preschool options. Busing is
available to/from Hainesport School.

For enrollment information, please call Karen
Boettge at 267-1443 or drop on by the reJOYce
office. Or check us out on-line at
www.rejoyceschool.org.

Looking Ahead to Advent

This Advent’s Wednesday Lunchtime Bible
Study will focus on “Discipleship.” It is a
four-part presentation, prepared by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. All
four studies relate to the Gospel lesson for the
four weekends of Advent.

Because of that unique tie-in with the lessons,
we will hold our first Advent lunch on
Wednesday, November 30th, the Wednesday
before the first weekend of Advent. That
means that anyone who attends an Advent
lunch will be 82% better prepared for the
weekend worship services than those who
will not be in attendance. (The 82% is figured
out using an ancient formula calculated by
Tom Hanks when he was filming “The
DaVinci Code.” It could be explained within
these pages, but your head would most likely
burst!)

Sharyn Lyden and Carol Ritter will once
again coordinate the soups and breads for
these lunches. Usually, five pots/crock pots of
soup are able to serve everybody well. Any
variety of bread is welcome! We usually have
extra loaves (how Biblical), but that’s
because Lutherans are well-bread.

Each lunch starts at
12:10 (to allow those
who work time to get
here) and ends at or
before 1:00 PM. We’ll
be in the Parish Hall
and all are invited to
take part.
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October Card Shower to:

Kathryn Simpson

26 Windermere Drive

Lumberton, NJ 08048

From the Associate
Pastor

Sometimes I feel like a translator. To the
world I translate religion, theology, faith; to
the church I translate the world. As Christians
we live in two realities, two worlds, two
kingdoms. We have the demands of our
culture that is filled with screens, commercials,
and media telling us what to buy, what to do,
what to wear, how to live. We rip anyone with
different views while hiding behind social
media platforms, keyboards, screens, emails,
and letters. Our culture seems to value ripping
each other apart, taking whatever you can get.
We live in a country that values lawsuits. We
live in a culture that values being busy with all
the wrong things. If I have made you
uncomfortable – good.

My brothers and sisters in Christ, we also live
in the kingdom of God. We live as God's
beloved, forgiven, grace-filled children. We
are freed of the burdens and struggles of this
life to live a life of grace, mercy, and love for
all. We do not have to worry about the
struggles and demands of this life. We do not
have to run around trying to have the latest and
greatest vehicles, furniture, or electronics. We
are freed from trying to keep up with other
people. None of that compares to the gift of
abundant, eternal life at the banquet of the
King, a feast unlike anything we could ever
experience here on earth. God gives us
abundant life so we can share that abundance;
share God's abundant life with one another and
the world.

We are free to support and help one another, to
build up one another in Christ, to work
together to carry out the mission of the church.
Freed to feed the hungry, house the homeless,

walk with, help and share the love of God by
helping the downtrodden. We are free to help
one another in times of need and crises. We,
as Christians, have our feet planted in God's
kingdom and this earthly kingdom. We are
privileged to see, hear, and experience God's
love and mercy breaking into our lives. We
experience such radical love and can't help but
share that.

When our love and worship of money, sports,
cars, and fancy items leaves us empty,
unfulfilled, and questioning, God's love breaks
into our lives through the wonderful
community of believers called the church.
God is always here for us, even when we can
no longer play soccer or baseball. God is here
for us when our friends and family fight or
disappear. God is here for us 24/7, 365
showering us with amazing love and grace and
showering the world with love and grace.
Why wouldn't we come weekly, or even more
often, to embrace that love, to be part of God's
community, to spend at least an hour
communing with the God who never lets go,
and working to let others experience the same
thing?

Yes, when we do that, our fellow sports
players, weekend warriors, and family-time
cravers may think we are nuts. But we are
spending time with our Father, our brothers
and sisters in Christ, and we are a part of
something much bigger than ourselves that has
no end.

Pastor Laura Esposito
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Seniors Luncheon

Seniors—please join us at “St. Paul’s
Italian Ristorante” on Sunday, October 9,
at 12:05 pm for Lunch in Venice!

The menu will include Italian soup by Chef
Bob Langer, chicken parmigiana, rigatoni
with red sauce, and plenty of garlic bread.
And, of course, dessert! Dress as a famous
Italian actor, singer, inventor, sports figure,
etc. Use your imagination and be ready to
be transported to Venice, Italy! No
passport needed, only your appetite.

Sign up in the narthex after services or
contact Pat Headrick. Buon appetito!

Are You a

Veteran?

Information

Needed

Are you a veteran?
Please be part of our
Veterans Weekend
celebration, November 12 and 13, honoring all
who have served . Bring in a picture of
yourself in the service. The photo will be
scanned and returned to you. Also, please
include a brief job description and where you
were stationed (ex: Platoon Sergeant Cav. Viet
Nam).

Contact the church office or Pat Headrick with
any questions. You can also email photos to
stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org.

October Food Collection

Next time you go grocery shopping, pick up a

few items for the food pantry. The food is

regularly delivered to local pantries.

Suggestions for the month: canned juice,

cereal, applesauce, toilet tissue, but all items

are appreciated!

Please place the items on the hutch in the

narthex.

17

Among the Wolves
Safe Haven

Thanks Offering Collection

Several students from our church in Grades 6-9
will be attending Among the Wolves, a middle
school retreat, November 18-20 in Harvey
Cedars, LBI. The following is a list of items
the group is encouraged to bring as a thanks
offering to help others. The items are going to
Safe Haven, a Lutheran ministry helping
unaccompanied migrant children and teens. If
you can help the youth by bringing in
something from the list it would be GREATLY
appreciated. There is a box in the narthex by the
youth bulletin board for the collection.

- Children’s books in Spanish

- Jewelry making supplies

- Canned soups

- Baking mixes

- Pot holders/ hot pads

- New sneakers (girls and boys, sizes 5-8)

- Journals

- Lice treatment

- Gloves/hats/scarves/coats

- Hair styling supplies (gel, curling iron)

If you have any questions, please see Sandy
Sambucci. Thanks!

Sing for Your
Supper!

Tuesday night
family dinners are
back! Join us at
6:05 p.m. every
Tuesday in the Parish Hall, beginning
October 11, to enjoy fellowship and a meal.
Our first Sing for Your Supper meal is pot
luck! Please bring a dish with you, either
homemade or purchased. Choir practices
follow at 6:30, and there will also be a
Family Fun Craft on October 11 provided
by Pat Headrick after choir practice for the
children. (Future Family Fun Craft dates
TBA)

Look for a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall.
There is a requested donation of $1 per
child, $3 per adult. If you have any
questions or want to offer help, please
contact Heather Wood at
hpagain@gmail.com. We hope to see you
there!

The meal rotation each month will be as
follows:

1st Tuesday: Meal Provided
2nd Tuesday: Pot Luck (each family
provides a dish)
3rd Tuesday: Meal Provided
4th Tuesday: Takeout Night (pizza, etc.,
will be provided)
Meal will be provided in the event of a 5th
Tuesday in a month.
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Youth News

The Senior High Youth Group will be
meeting second and fourth Sundays of the
month from 6:30-8:00. Starting date to be
announced soon! Some of its members
helped out with the activities at the church
picnic. Thank you! Members have been
asked to help with childcare during the new
member’s class meetings on Sunday,
September 25 and Sunday, October 2 from
2-4 pm, Tuesday, October 4 from 7:30-9
pm and Sunday, October 16 from 4-6 pm.

The weekend of November 18-20 is the
Middle School Youth Retreat for students
in Grades 6-9. Information about the
retreat can be found on the youth bulletin
board along with extra forms. The cost is
$110 per student. Scholarships are
available, if needed. See Sandy Sambucci
for more information. The students are
asked to bring a thanks offering. Anyone
in the church is welcome to help the youth
gather items for this thanks offering which
will help unaccompanied refugee children
and teens. A list of items is in The Chimes,
in the weekly bulletin, and on the Youth
bulletin board. Place items in the box
labeled Safe Haven under the Youth
bulletin board in the narthex. Thank you in
advance for your support with this
endeavor.

The catechism class meets the first and
third Wednesdays from 7-8:30 pm in the
Study House. On October 26th they will be
going to the Burlington County Historic
Prison on High Street in Mt. Holly. They
will have a presentation called
“Reformation: Slavery and Freedom.”
October 30th the catechism class will be
joining with youth from other churches for
a Refcon Dinner at St. Paul’s. November
16th this group will go Thanksgiving
caroling at Lutheran Crossings in
Moorestown.

As you can see, it’s a busy year starting for
our youth. Have fun and thanks for your
support!

Youth & Family Ministry
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So many thanks, where to begin?

Thank you to everyone who signed the Thank
You cards for the first responders. We had a
great turnout at the picnic, and all of us were
able to personally say thank you to all the
following: Bill Challender and the Hainesport
Fire Department. The kids had a great time
sitting in the truck and trying on the gear.
Jillian Rife Layman brought her squad from
Hainesport Rescue along with their ambulance
for display. Also, the New Jersey State Police,
who also came by to be thanked and recognized
for their hard work and sacrifice. These people
put their lives on the line every day to protect
and serve us! I’m glad, in some small way, St.
Paul’s showed them how much they are
appreciated!

Next, thank you to all who assembled the back-
packs for LWR! We filled 40 backpacks! Not
bad for our first year. These will be mailed to
the LWR warehouse in Maryland and
distributed to needy areas.

Finally, thank you to everyone who came to the
Social Ministry lunch meeting. God’s Work,
Our Hands is evident at St. Paul’s!

Thanksgiving Baskets

Thanksgiving seems far away, but it will be
here before we know it. It’s not too early
to start thinking about Thanksgiving
Baskets for those in need. We are again
collecting non-perishables to make baskets.
The families we help are enrolled in the
free lunch program at local schools.
Needed items include:

Canned fruits
Canned vegetables

100% juice
Stuffing or Bread Mix

Desserts*

*Please provide all items needs for a dessert.
If you purchase cake mix or pie filling,
please include frosting or a pie crust.

We will also be collecting donations of
turkeys or ham, or monetary donations
for their purchase.

Details will be published in the
November Chimes.
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Our founding members began meeting in a one room

schoolhouse. After we built and moved into our new

church the schoolhouse was converted into a chicken

coop!

Our current building is actually our third church. Our first church

building was constructed in 1874 on what is now Cemetery Road. As

we grew in membership, we needed a new sanctuary and in 1952,

we began construction on our second church.

Eventually our first church was demolished. Even then we were

good stewards and before demolition the pews and windows were

donated to other churches in need. Two of those pews were saved

and are now part of our Chapel. The altar was also saved and

enlarged to fit the second church, and the bell is now housed in the

Bell Memorial in front of the current church building.

Construction on our second church (which is our current Parish Hall)
was largely done by the pastor and members of the congregation.
During this time, we also built our first Parish Hall (now office space),
Parsonage (now the Study House) and Educational Wing. Pastor
Schupp was a talented woodcarver and created the crucifix which
hung above the altar. When we started construction on our third
sanctuary the original altar, crucifix and several of the pews were
kept and now are also part of our chapel.

Interesting Facts About Our Growth
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Technology is a tool, but it is not the only tool in
our box. I would rather a warm smile from Eva,
as she chides me for what I bought at the Rite Aid
in New York. How about you stop by and sit
with me poolside for 20 minutes rather than e-
mail me a joke. Instead of posting that great
accomplishment on Face Book, let me pour you a
cup of coffee and allow me to watch your face
light up as you share. Please don’t text me a tear-
faced emoji, allow me to hold you in my arms
and cry with you. I feel that each time we deny
ourselves the opportunity to interact with other
people, we deny our Christianity. When we
choose self-checkout instead of cashier, we miss
sharing with the cashier our welcoming smile.
When we choose text, tweet or vine over a phone
call or Face Time over REAL face-to-face time,
we miss the opportunity to share in the emotions
of others and provide the appropriate empathetic
response. We deny ourselves the opportunity to
be a good Christian by showing the love and light
of Jesus to others. We also deny others the
opportunity to see and feel what it means to be a
Christian or reflect back the love we are sharing.
When humans interact with one another, God is
present. “Where two or three of you
gather…”(Matthew 18:20) no one is alone, and
we are loved.

Five Hundred Years and Counting

The Princeton Theological Seminary is hosting
a three-day conference on October 3-
6, 2016. It is called "Martin Luther,
the 95 Theses and Church Unity after
500 Years" and will feature
presentations by Prof. Dr. Wolfgang
Thӧnissen and Dr. Timothy J. 
Wengert. Many of you have learned

at the feet of Dr. Wengert (including both your
pastors) and know what an excellent speaker,
theologian and historian he is.

The event is free and open to the public. You
may attend one session, one day or the “whole
enchilada.”

World Wide
Communion Celebrated

Traditionally, the first weekend in
October has been observed by
Christian Churches around the
globe as “World Wide
Communion” worship. It is the
time when churches that do not
offer holy communion at every
service (as we do here at St.
Paul’s) to gather around the

Lord’s Table to celebrate His living presence
among us and with all other Christians.

It will be our opportunity to welcome two of our
young people to join us at communion for the
first time: Dalton Kimball and Noelle Duda.
They have completed our introduction to
communion class and are anxiously awaiting
their chance to take their place at the table to
receive the bread and wine of this sacramental
meal.

In our Lutheran tradition, we observe two
sacraments: baptism and holy communion. We
define a sacrament as something that: 1) is
commanded by God and Jesus: “Do this in
remembrance of me” for communion and “Go
and baptize” for baptism; 2) conveys a promise
from God: forgiveness of sins for both
sacraments; and 3) uses common earthly
elements: bread and wine for communion and
water for baptism.

We also understand that if a person receives one
of the elements of communion, that person has
received a full communion. This is especially
important for people who have a wheat or gluten
allergy (although we offer gluten free wafers) or
for someone who needs to abstain from alcohol
(although we do offer grape juice).

So come join us – and billions of other
Christians – as we gather around the Table of
Grace for “World Wide Communion” weekend.
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by Larry Burke

I don’t embrace technology
like my friends and family.
Look, I’m not Barnabas
Collins living by candlelight in
the old house, and I’m
certainly not Amish. I just
don’t feel that my face has to

be hidden behind a screen all day. Replacing
humanity with an electronic device is causing the
human race to devolve.

People have said to me, “…it must be so much
easier being a teacher today. All the kids have
smart phones!” Well, today’s children are not
smarter; in fact they are more deficient in basic
skills than they have ever been, and I’m not only
talking about reading and writing. Some can’t
convey what they are thinking or feeling in
writing, especially now that most limit
themselves to under 140 characters, like in a
tweet. But I bet they can find the correct emoji
from a menu of thousands. They cannot detect
nuances in writing passages or identify things like
hyperbole or sarcasm, only accepting the words
that they read at face value. They have huge gaps
in their cultural knowledge. They think Judge
Judy is on the Supreme Court, and don’t know
that the Supreme Court is not daytime TV, but
one of the three branches of our government
(Parade Magazine, 9/11/16). Some can’t
maintain eye contact with adults or with their
peers, but can correctly identify all the
Kardashian sisters from behind! Technology has
not made my job easier.

Walmart in Lumberton is effectively using
technology. They tore out five or six of their
cashier stations and replaced them with a court of
eight machines designed for self-checkout. I
wonder how many men and woman are now out
of a job? Wawa is pretty good with screens, too.
I never have to look at the person making my
hoagie, I just tap the screen. Will that help them
remember my hot peppers? Technology raises
profits by unemploying workers.

All the tweets, Vines, Instagram and Facebook
posts in recent history have not made the people
of the world any closer or helped us understand
each other any better. Isis hates us, and uses all
the items posted on the world-wide web against
us. Technology can be useful, but also a useful
weapon.

This summer I watched every evening as a young
couple, new to our neighborhood, walked their
toddler son in his big, red wagon around the block
a few times at dusk. I remembered how Lisa and
I put Matthew in his radio flyer and did the same
thing. Something about this family was different,
though. Lisa and I would point things out to
Matthew. We showed him birds, people’s pets,
the neat flags and decorations they had in their
yards. I remember one house in particular had a
fountain that emptied into a bucket. We couldn’t
proceed until Matt-Matt had seen the bucket
dump a few times. This young mom and dad,
although present with their young son, seemed to
be more attentive to the small screens they were
holding in their hands as they walked. They were
not as present in the moment as they could be.

Sasha Makuka and the Youth and Family team
recently hosted the 2016 church picnic,
appropriately called Home Coming. I had the
best time! We left our “devices” in the car. I sat
across the table from and chatted with many
people that I haven’t had time to talk to in recent
months. I looked them in the eyes. I saw the
sparkle as Andy told me about his recent
retirement. I had no idea! So jealous! Linda told
me about the WWF wrestler she had fallen madly
in love with and had to get home to watch (right
after she watched her beloved Eagles). I could see
her heart aflutter. Chris and I caught up on comic
books and movies. I got to hear the guffaws as I
told my latest political joke. I also felt huge
gratitude and shed a tear or two as Pat Headrick
and the Social Ministry Team presented first
responders with hand-made cards of thanks that
we had signed after services. I felt an enormous
warmth and camaraderie. I was not alone.

7

Did You Know?!?!

In 1867 a group of local Lutherans came together

to form our congregation.

We were first incorporated as the ‘Trustees of the

German Evangelical Lutheran Saint Paul’s

Society’ at Hainesport on May 17, 1873.

After many years, and what was surely much

discussion, the congregation voted to change our

name to the shorter ‘St Paul’s Evangelical

Lutheran Church’ which was incorporated on

October 11, 1948.

If you are keeping track that means that in 2017

we will turn 150 years old.

Blessed to be a blessing and still going strong
doing God’s work!!!
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church,

Hainesport
(Part Three of Fifteen)

In each issue of the Chimes, the
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring
you a fifteen-part series on the history of
our congregation. The series will be broken
down into ten year pieces, ending with the
decade of 2007-2017. We hope you enjoy
your reading and learning. Will every tidbit
of our history be mentioned? Probably not,
but we’ll do our best to highlight pioneers
and visionaries who brought us to where
we are today.

Church History, 1890-1900

From 1877 until 1911, St. Paul’s
was a mission church and, for the first
time, had a fulltime, salaried pastor, the
Rev. A. T. Geissenheiner. He resigned in
1885, the same year as his wife’s death.
From 1886 until 1893, the congregation
was served by students from the Mount
Airy Seminary, among them being the Rev.
P. Andreas Voight, the Rev. Theolphil N.
Ander and the Rev. C. T. Dreschler.

In 1893, the Rev. J.C. Dyzinger of
Camden came to serve the congregation.
He did most of his visitations on foot.
Interested in a Seaman’s Mission at Point
Breeze, he was appointed Seaman’s pastor
by the Synod in 1901. Unfortunately, he
died the next year, while in service to both
congregations.

Once again without a pastor of its
own, the congregation struggled. Seminary
students continued to supply preach, and
arrangements were made for Pastor W.
Kionka to come here once a month from
Zion, Riverside, so as to lead worship and
administer communion. (Remember that in
the Lutheran tradition, only an ordained
pastor can consecrate the elements of
communion. Unlike our Roman Catholic
friends, we do not believe that the elements
remain consecrated once the service is
over, so Pastor Kionk could not consecrate
them on a Sunday and allow the
congregation to think they were still
consecrated the following Sunday.) There
was talk about our two congregations
joining together – one parish, two locations
– but this plan was later dropped. (In 1995,
the idea of linking St. Paul’s and St.
Mark’s in Pemberton in such a fashion was
floated to the Bishop’s office, but it, too,
died of lack of interest.)

By 1901, the start of the twentieth
century, St. Paul’s had a church edifice,
was four years away from calling a new,
fulltime pastor and was on the verge of
purchasing the first parsonage for the use
of said pastor.

Mt. Airy Seminary
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Camp Crossroads

By Matthew Burke

As many of you know, I recently finished the

Leadership-in-Training program up at Camp

Crossroads. First, I would like to thank you all

for the opportunity that you all helped pay for

with the campership funds. Thank you for

your contributions to my amazing summer,

five years in a row.

Second, I would like to talk about camp itself.

A cozy little area in the middle of rural New

Jersey, where so many people come year-

round to learn about fellowship and God in a

new way. A place where they lead prayers set

to popular songs and sing wacky songs about

worms and frogs and other slimy creatures. A

place that helped me learn about God, and

human interaction, better than I had before.

Though I know this is surprising to some, I’ve

had some difficulty making friends in the past.

I preferred the company of books to people,

and so I missed out on learning the social

skills that other kids were. When I went to

camp for the first time, I was almost twelve,

and incredibly nervous and shy. I brought

along one of my best friends, Ryan Smith,

because it was his first year too, and I might

not have even gone if not for him. We ended

up having a great week, and those experiences

have stuck with me for five years.

Now, I’d like to talk about some other people

that I met during that week. Two boys, the

same age as us: Kyle B., and his best friend

Jaymes O. They were in our cabin that very

first week, and they were great friends.

Now, five years later, I finally saw them again,

not as campers, but as fellow LITs. Again we

slept in the same cabin, but this time as

trainees. For six weeks, the three of us and six

other young men learned a lot about leading,

from lectures and activities, as well as getting

our own cabins, and having to handle

emergencies. (By which I mean there was a

tornado warning the first week. No one died or

got seriously hurt). Jaymes and Kyle have

been coming to camp twice as long as I have,

and camp brought them back every year.

Camp’s warm and loving atmosphere never

changes. Though many counselors move on to

do great things, we always remember the ways

they helped us, and we know whoever watches

over us the next year will be just as great. We

remember the fun we have, and the friends we

made, and that returns us to camp eagerly.

Some people love the outdoor environment,

others the amazing food, still more love the

way they learn about God. I personally love

the way we are loved,

and the way we make

new friends. It is an

amazing experience,

and one everyone

should get to have.

Thanks for listening
and supporting my
years at camp. I hope
you all have an
amazing year.
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Music Matters

October 2016

by Denisemarie Ramos

Sometimes people say unpleasant things about each
other, and it always pains me to hear it. It happens
at St. Paul’s, even in the music department. A very
talented musician can feel discouraged when we are
quick to judge. Don’t get me wrong, many people
come up to me every weekend to tell me how much
they love the music groups at St. Paul's and both
pastors, Jost and Esposito, are always very
encouraging.

Still, music is tough, it’s not like writing a
newsletter article that can be tweaked and edited.
Music only occurs in the present, so when things go
wrong we have to quickly adapt. When a musical
group makes mistakes, I never point it out. I may
make a note of it for future practices, but what’s
done is done, and its time to move on.

Ephesians 4:29 says “Let no corrupting talk come
out of your mouths, but only such as is good for
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give
grace to those who hear.” So I encourage all of you
to be gracious and lovely and kind to one another in
all matters. I love and appreciate all the musicians
at St. Paul’s, and I can’t think of another place I
would want to spend my time, musically or
otherwise. I know that we have some of the best
church music groups around, and we want to do
even better, but we must be patient with others and
ourselves. Some of the worst things I hear said are
by people about themselves, and I don’t know how
to convince these people how wonderful they
are. James 1:19 says “Know this, my beloved
brothers and sisters: let every person be quick to
hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger.” It’s with
these words that I want to encourage our musicians
and everyone in the church to love yourselves as the
child of God that you are.

Melissa Headrick will tell you that some of her
favorite moments at the 9:30 worship are when the
band starts a song so poorly that I stop the music
and start it over. It’s a moment of levity everyone
appreciates and is often followed by some of our

best music. Renee Sutin, the owner of the NJ
School of Music where I teach will occasionally
say, “There’s nothing here to really be upset about,
this isn’t a hospital, we aren’t performing a serious
surgery, and everything will be ok.” I’m inclined to
agree.

“Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe,
wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and
charm and gaiety to life and to everything.” - Plato

In Search Of….

HELP!! The Anniversary
Committee is looking for a
picture of the 1975
confirmation class. If you
have a class photograph or a picture of the
class taken by a family member please call
Marilyn Phifer (609) 581-1887. Photos will be
scanned and returned to you.

CARDS & MEMORABILIA FOR SALE

Congregant wishes to sell an
extensive sports card and
memorabilia collection of the 1960's
thru 1980's with 10% of the proceeds

going to St Paul's. Complete listing of items
available from the church office. Serious
collectors only please.

9

WHO ELSE
WAS BORN IN 1867?

Throughout this year, we are taking a look at
notable people born the same year as Saint
Paul's Lutheran.

Sister Nivedita (born
Margaret Elizabeth Noble,
October 28, 1867 - October
13, 1911) was a Scots-Irish
social worker, author, teacher,
and a disciple of Swami
Vivekananda. She spent her
childhood and early days of
her youth in Ireland. From her
father, as well as her college

professors, she learned many valuable lessons,
like service to mankind is the true service to
God. She worked as a school teacher and later
opened a school. She was committed to marry
a Welsh youth who died soon after the
engagement was announced.

Sister Nivedita met Swami Vivekananda in
1895 in London and traveled to Calcutta, India
(present day Kolkata) in 1898. Swami
Vivekananda gave her the name
"Nivedita" (meaning "dedicated to God") when
he initiated her into the vow of
Brahmacharya on March 25, 1898. In
November 1898, she opened a girls' school in
Bagbazar area of Calcutta. She wanted to
educate those girls who were deprived of even
basic education. During the plague epidemic in
Calcutta in 1899, Nivedita nursed and took
care of the poor patients.

Nivedita had close associations with the newly
established Ramakrishna Mission. However,
because of her active contribution in the field
of Indian Nationalism, she had to publicly
dissociate herself from the activities of the
Ramakrishna Mission. She was very intimate
with Sarada Devi, the spiritual consort of

Ramakrishna and one of the major influences
behind its Mission.

Nivedita died on October 13, 1911 in
Darjeeling. Her headstone reads: "Here reposes
Sister Nivedita who gave her all to India."

Edward James
Delahanty (October 30, 1867
- July 2, 1903), nicknamed
"Big Ed", was a major league
baseball player from 1888 to
1903 for the Philadelphia
Phillies, Cleveland Infants and
Washington Senators. He was
known as one of the game's
early power hitters. Delahanty

won a batting title, batted over .400 three
times, and has the fifth highest batting average
in MLB history. He was elected to the Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1945. He died under uncertain
circumstances in Niagara Falls after being
kicked off a train while intoxicated.

Pastoral Acts for September

Baptisms: Jackson Richard Shaw
Jace Douglas Noll

Funerals: Conly Brooks, Jr.

Weddings: none
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by Denisemarie Ramos
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quick to judge. Don’t get me wrong, many people
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they love the music groups at St. Paul's and both
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encouraging.

Still, music is tough, it’s not like writing a
newsletter article that can be tweaked and edited.
Music only occurs in the present, so when things go
wrong we have to quickly adapt. When a musical
group makes mistakes, I never point it out. I may
make a note of it for future practices, but what’s
done is done, and its time to move on.

Ephesians 4:29 says “Let no corrupting talk come
out of your mouths, but only such as is good for
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give
grace to those who hear.” So I encourage all of you
to be gracious and lovely and kind to one another in
all matters. I love and appreciate all the musicians
at St. Paul’s, and I can’t think of another place I
would want to spend my time, musically or
otherwise. I know that we have some of the best
church music groups around, and we want to do
even better, but we must be patient with others and
ourselves. Some of the worst things I hear said are
by people about themselves, and I don’t know how
to convince these people how wonderful they
are. James 1:19 says “Know this, my beloved
brothers and sisters: let every person be quick to
hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger.” It’s with
these words that I want to encourage our musicians
and everyone in the church to love yourselves as the
child of God that you are.

Melissa Headrick will tell you that some of her
favorite moments at the 9:30 worship are when the
band starts a song so poorly that I stop the music
and start it over. It’s a moment of levity everyone
appreciates and is often followed by some of our

best music. Renee Sutin, the owner of the NJ
School of Music where I teach will occasionally
say, “There’s nothing here to really be upset about,
this isn’t a hospital, we aren’t performing a serious
surgery, and everything will be ok.” I’m inclined to
agree.

“Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe,
wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and
charm and gaiety to life and to everything.” - Plato
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Committee is looking for a
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have a class photograph or a picture of the
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Marilyn Phifer (609) 581-1887. Photos will be
scanned and returned to you.
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going to St Paul's. Complete listing of items
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collectors only please.
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notable people born the same year as Saint
Paul's Lutheran.

Sister Nivedita (born
Margaret Elizabeth Noble,
October 28, 1867 - October
13, 1911) was a Scots-Irish
social worker, author, teacher,
and a disciple of Swami
Vivekananda. She spent her
childhood and early days of
her youth in Ireland. From her
father, as well as her college

professors, she learned many valuable lessons,
like service to mankind is the true service to
God. She worked as a school teacher and later
opened a school. She was committed to marry
a Welsh youth who died soon after the
engagement was announced.

Sister Nivedita met Swami Vivekananda in
1895 in London and traveled to Calcutta, India
(present day Kolkata) in 1898. Swami
Vivekananda gave her the name
"Nivedita" (meaning "dedicated to God") when
he initiated her into the vow of
Brahmacharya on March 25, 1898. In
November 1898, she opened a girls' school in
Bagbazar area of Calcutta. She wanted to
educate those girls who were deprived of even
basic education. During the plague epidemic in
Calcutta in 1899, Nivedita nursed and took
care of the poor patients.

Nivedita had close associations with the newly
established Ramakrishna Mission. However,
because of her active contribution in the field
of Indian Nationalism, she had to publicly
dissociate herself from the activities of the
Ramakrishna Mission. She was very intimate
with Sarada Devi, the spiritual consort of

Ramakrishna and one of the major influences
behind its Mission.

Nivedita died on October 13, 1911 in
Darjeeling. Her headstone reads: "Here reposes
Sister Nivedita who gave her all to India."

Edward James
Delahanty (October 30, 1867
- July 2, 1903), nicknamed
"Big Ed", was a major league
baseball player from 1888 to
1903 for the Philadelphia
Phillies, Cleveland Infants and
Washington Senators. He was
known as one of the game's
early power hitters. Delahanty

won a batting title, batted over .400 three
times, and has the fifth highest batting average
in MLB history. He was elected to the Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1945. He died under uncertain
circumstances in Niagara Falls after being
kicked off a train while intoxicated.

Pastoral Acts for September

Baptisms: Jackson Richard Shaw
Jace Douglas Noll

Funerals: Conly Brooks, Jr.

Weddings: none
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church,

Hainesport
(Part Three of Fifteen)

In each issue of the Chimes, the
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring
you a fifteen-part series on the history of
our congregation. The series will be broken
down into ten year pieces, ending with the
decade of 2007-2017. We hope you enjoy
your reading and learning. Will every tidbit
of our history be mentioned? Probably not,
but we’ll do our best to highlight pioneers
and visionaries who brought us to where
we are today.

Church History, 1890-1900

From 1877 until 1911, St. Paul’s
was a mission church and, for the first
time, had a fulltime, salaried pastor, the
Rev. A. T. Geissenheiner. He resigned in
1885, the same year as his wife’s death.
From 1886 until 1893, the congregation
was served by students from the Mount
Airy Seminary, among them being the Rev.
P. Andreas Voight, the Rev. Theolphil N.
Ander and the Rev. C. T. Dreschler.

In 1893, the Rev. J.C. Dyzinger of
Camden came to serve the congregation.
He did most of his visitations on foot.
Interested in a Seaman’s Mission at Point
Breeze, he was appointed Seaman’s pastor
by the Synod in 1901. Unfortunately, he
died the next year, while in service to both
congregations.

Once again without a pastor of its
own, the congregation struggled. Seminary
students continued to supply preach, and
arrangements were made for Pastor W.
Kionka to come here once a month from
Zion, Riverside, so as to lead worship and
administer communion. (Remember that in
the Lutheran tradition, only an ordained
pastor can consecrate the elements of
communion. Unlike our Roman Catholic
friends, we do not believe that the elements
remain consecrated once the service is
over, so Pastor Kionk could not consecrate
them on a Sunday and allow the
congregation to think they were still
consecrated the following Sunday.) There
was talk about our two congregations
joining together – one parish, two locations
– but this plan was later dropped. (In 1995,
the idea of linking St. Paul’s and St.
Mark’s in Pemberton in such a fashion was
floated to the Bishop’s office, but it, too,
died of lack of interest.)

By 1901, the start of the twentieth
century, St. Paul’s had a church edifice,
was four years away from calling a new,
fulltime pastor and was on the verge of
purchasing the first parsonage for the use
of said pastor.

Mt. Airy Seminary
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Camp Crossroads

By Matthew Burke

As many of you know, I recently finished the

Leadership-in-Training program up at Camp

Crossroads. First, I would like to thank you all

for the opportunity that you all helped pay for

with the campership funds. Thank you for

your contributions to my amazing summer,

five years in a row.

Second, I would like to talk about camp itself.

A cozy little area in the middle of rural New

Jersey, where so many people come year-

round to learn about fellowship and God in a

new way. A place where they lead prayers set

to popular songs and sing wacky songs about

worms and frogs and other slimy creatures. A

place that helped me learn about God, and

human interaction, better than I had before.

Though I know this is surprising to some, I’ve

had some difficulty making friends in the past.

I preferred the company of books to people,

and so I missed out on learning the social

skills that other kids were. When I went to

camp for the first time, I was almost twelve,

and incredibly nervous and shy. I brought

along one of my best friends, Ryan Smith,

because it was his first year too, and I might

not have even gone if not for him. We ended

up having a great week, and those experiences

have stuck with me for five years.

Now, I’d like to talk about some other people

that I met during that week. Two boys, the

same age as us: Kyle B., and his best friend

Jaymes O. They were in our cabin that very

first week, and they were great friends.

Now, five years later, I finally saw them again,

not as campers, but as fellow LITs. Again we

slept in the same cabin, but this time as

trainees. For six weeks, the three of us and six

other young men learned a lot about leading,

from lectures and activities, as well as getting

our own cabins, and having to handle

emergencies. (By which I mean there was a

tornado warning the first week. No one died or

got seriously hurt). Jaymes and Kyle have

been coming to camp twice as long as I have,

and camp brought them back every year.

Camp’s warm and loving atmosphere never

changes. Though many counselors move on to

do great things, we always remember the ways

they helped us, and we know whoever watches

over us the next year will be just as great. We

remember the fun we have, and the friends we

made, and that returns us to camp eagerly.

Some people love the outdoor environment,

others the amazing food, still more love the

way they learn about God. I personally love

the way we are loved,

and the way we make

new friends. It is an

amazing experience,

and one everyone

should get to have.

Thanks for listening
and supporting my
years at camp. I hope
you all have an
amazing year.
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by Larry Burke

I don’t embrace technology
like my friends and family.
Look, I’m not Barnabas
Collins living by candlelight in
the old house, and I’m
certainly not Amish. I just
don’t feel that my face has to

be hidden behind a screen all day. Replacing
humanity with an electronic device is causing the
human race to devolve.

People have said to me, “…it must be so much
easier being a teacher today. All the kids have
smart phones!” Well, today’s children are not
smarter; in fact they are more deficient in basic
skills than they have ever been, and I’m not only
talking about reading and writing. Some can’t
convey what they are thinking or feeling in
writing, especially now that most limit
themselves to under 140 characters, like in a
tweet. But I bet they can find the correct emoji
from a menu of thousands. They cannot detect
nuances in writing passages or identify things like
hyperbole or sarcasm, only accepting the words
that they read at face value. They have huge gaps
in their cultural knowledge. They think Judge
Judy is on the Supreme Court, and don’t know
that the Supreme Court is not daytime TV, but
one of the three branches of our government
(Parade Magazine, 9/11/16). Some can’t
maintain eye contact with adults or with their
peers, but can correctly identify all the
Kardashian sisters from behind! Technology has
not made my job easier.

Walmart in Lumberton is effectively using
technology. They tore out five or six of their
cashier stations and replaced them with a court of
eight machines designed for self-checkout. I
wonder how many men and woman are now out
of a job? Wawa is pretty good with screens, too.
I never have to look at the person making my
hoagie, I just tap the screen. Will that help them
remember my hot peppers? Technology raises
profits by unemploying workers.

All the tweets, Vines, Instagram and Facebook
posts in recent history have not made the people
of the world any closer or helped us understand
each other any better. Isis hates us, and uses all
the items posted on the world-wide web against
us. Technology can be useful, but also a useful
weapon.

This summer I watched every evening as a young
couple, new to our neighborhood, walked their
toddler son in his big, red wagon around the block
a few times at dusk. I remembered how Lisa and
I put Matthew in his radio flyer and did the same
thing. Something about this family was different,
though. Lisa and I would point things out to
Matthew. We showed him birds, people’s pets,
the neat flags and decorations they had in their
yards. I remember one house in particular had a
fountain that emptied into a bucket. We couldn’t
proceed until Matt-Matt had seen the bucket
dump a few times. This young mom and dad,
although present with their young son, seemed to
be more attentive to the small screens they were
holding in their hands as they walked. They were
not as present in the moment as they could be.

Sasha Makuka and the Youth and Family team
recently hosted the 2016 church picnic,
appropriately called Home Coming. I had the
best time! We left our “devices” in the car. I sat
across the table from and chatted with many
people that I haven’t had time to talk to in recent
months. I looked them in the eyes. I saw the
sparkle as Andy told me about his recent
retirement. I had no idea! So jealous! Linda told
me about the WWF wrestler she had fallen madly
in love with and had to get home to watch (right
after she watched her beloved Eagles). I could see
her heart aflutter. Chris and I caught up on comic
books and movies. I got to hear the guffaws as I
told my latest political joke. I also felt huge
gratitude and shed a tear or two as Pat Headrick
and the Social Ministry Team presented first
responders with hand-made cards of thanks that
we had signed after services. I felt an enormous
warmth and camaraderie. I was not alone.
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Did You Know?!?!

In 1867 a group of local Lutherans came together

to form our congregation.

We were first incorporated as the ‘Trustees of the

German Evangelical Lutheran Saint Paul’s

Society’ at Hainesport on May 17, 1873.

After many years, and what was surely much

discussion, the congregation voted to change our

name to the shorter ‘St Paul’s Evangelical

Lutheran Church’ which was incorporated on

October 11, 1948.

If you are keeping track that means that in 2017

we will turn 150 years old.

Blessed to be a blessing and still going strong
doing God’s work!!!
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Our founding members began meeting in a one room

schoolhouse. After we built and moved into our new

church the schoolhouse was converted into a chicken

coop!

Our current building is actually our third church. Our first church

building was constructed in 1874 on what is now Cemetery Road. As

we grew in membership, we needed a new sanctuary and in 1952,

we began construction on our second church.

Eventually our first church was demolished. Even then we were

good stewards and before demolition the pews and windows were

donated to other churches in need. Two of those pews were saved

and are now part of our Chapel. The altar was also saved and

enlarged to fit the second church, and the bell is now housed in the

Bell Memorial in front of the current church building.

Construction on our second church (which is our current Parish Hall)
was largely done by the pastor and members of the congregation.
During this time, we also built our first Parish Hall (now office space),
Parsonage (now the Study House) and Educational Wing. Pastor
Schupp was a talented woodcarver and created the crucifix which
hung above the altar. When we started construction on our third
sanctuary the original altar, crucifix and several of the pews were
kept and now are also part of our chapel.

Interesting Facts About Our Growth
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Technology is a tool, but it is not the only tool in
our box. I would rather a warm smile from Eva,
as she chides me for what I bought at the Rite Aid
in New York. How about you stop by and sit
with me poolside for 20 minutes rather than e-
mail me a joke. Instead of posting that great
accomplishment on Face Book, let me pour you a
cup of coffee and allow me to watch your face
light up as you share. Please don’t text me a tear-
faced emoji, allow me to hold you in my arms
and cry with you. I feel that each time we deny
ourselves the opportunity to interact with other
people, we deny our Christianity. When we
choose self-checkout instead of cashier, we miss
sharing with the cashier our welcoming smile.
When we choose text, tweet or vine over a phone
call or Face Time over REAL face-to-face time,
we miss the opportunity to share in the emotions
of others and provide the appropriate empathetic
response. We deny ourselves the opportunity to
be a good Christian by showing the love and light
of Jesus to others. We also deny others the
opportunity to see and feel what it means to be a
Christian or reflect back the love we are sharing.
When humans interact with one another, God is
present. “Where two or three of you
gather…”(Matthew 18:20) no one is alone, and
we are loved.

Five Hundred Years and Counting

The Princeton Theological Seminary is hosting
a three-day conference on October 3-
6, 2016. It is called "Martin Luther,
the 95 Theses and Church Unity after
500 Years" and will feature
presentations by Prof. Dr. Wolfgang
Thӧnissen and Dr. Timothy J. 
Wengert. Many of you have learned

at the feet of Dr. Wengert (including both your
pastors) and know what an excellent speaker,
theologian and historian he is.

The event is free and open to the public. You
may attend one session, one day or the “whole
enchilada.”

World Wide
Communion Celebrated

Traditionally, the first weekend in
October has been observed by
Christian Churches around the
globe as “World Wide
Communion” worship. It is the
time when churches that do not
offer holy communion at every
service (as we do here at St.
Paul’s) to gather around the

Lord’s Table to celebrate His living presence
among us and with all other Christians.

It will be our opportunity to welcome two of our
young people to join us at communion for the
first time: Dalton Kimball and Noelle Duda.
They have completed our introduction to
communion class and are anxiously awaiting
their chance to take their place at the table to
receive the bread and wine of this sacramental
meal.

In our Lutheran tradition, we observe two
sacraments: baptism and holy communion. We
define a sacrament as something that: 1) is
commanded by God and Jesus: “Do this in
remembrance of me” for communion and “Go
and baptize” for baptism; 2) conveys a promise
from God: forgiveness of sins for both
sacraments; and 3) uses common earthly
elements: bread and wine for communion and
water for baptism.

We also understand that if a person receives one
of the elements of communion, that person has
received a full communion. This is especially
important for people who have a wheat or gluten
allergy (although we offer gluten free wafers) or
for someone who needs to abstain from alcohol
(although we do offer grape juice).

So come join us – and billions of other
Christians – as we gather around the Table of
Grace for “World Wide Communion” weekend.
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Youth News

The Senior High Youth Group will be
meeting second and fourth Sundays of the
month from 6:30-8:00. Starting date to be
announced soon! Some of its members
helped out with the activities at the church
picnic. Thank you! Members have been
asked to help with childcare during the new
member’s class meetings on Sunday,
September 25 and Sunday, October 2 from
2-4 pm, Tuesday, October 4 from 7:30-9
pm and Sunday, October 16 from 4-6 pm.

The weekend of November 18-20 is the
Middle School Youth Retreat for students
in Grades 6-9. Information about the
retreat can be found on the youth bulletin
board along with extra forms. The cost is
$110 per student. Scholarships are
available, if needed. See Sandy Sambucci
for more information. The students are
asked to bring a thanks offering. Anyone
in the church is welcome to help the youth
gather items for this thanks offering which
will help unaccompanied refugee children
and teens. A list of items is in The Chimes,
in the weekly bulletin, and on the Youth
bulletin board. Place items in the box
labeled Safe Haven under the Youth
bulletin board in the narthex. Thank you in
advance for your support with this
endeavor.

The catechism class meets the first and
third Wednesdays from 7-8:30 pm in the
Study House. On October 26th they will be
going to the Burlington County Historic
Prison on High Street in Mt. Holly. They
will have a presentation called
“Reformation: Slavery and Freedom.”
October 30th the catechism class will be
joining with youth from other churches for
a Refcon Dinner at St. Paul’s. November
16th this group will go Thanksgiving
caroling at Lutheran Crossings in
Moorestown.

As you can see, it’s a busy year starting for
our youth. Have fun and thanks for your
support!

Youth & Family Ministry
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So many thanks, where to begin?

Thank you to everyone who signed the Thank
You cards for the first responders. We had a
great turnout at the picnic, and all of us were
able to personally say thank you to all the
following: Bill Challender and the Hainesport
Fire Department. The kids had a great time
sitting in the truck and trying on the gear.
Jillian Rife Layman brought her squad from
Hainesport Rescue along with their ambulance
for display. Also, the New Jersey State Police,
who also came by to be thanked and recognized
for their hard work and sacrifice. These people
put their lives on the line every day to protect
and serve us! I’m glad, in some small way, St.
Paul’s showed them how much they are
appreciated!

Next, thank you to all who assembled the back-
packs for LWR! We filled 40 backpacks! Not
bad for our first year. These will be mailed to
the LWR warehouse in Maryland and
distributed to needy areas.

Finally, thank you to everyone who came to the
Social Ministry lunch meeting. God’s Work,
Our Hands is evident at St. Paul’s!

Thanksgiving Baskets

Thanksgiving seems far away, but it will be
here before we know it. It’s not too early
to start thinking about Thanksgiving
Baskets for those in need. We are again
collecting non-perishables to make baskets.
The families we help are enrolled in the
free lunch program at local schools.
Needed items include:

Canned fruits
Canned vegetables

100% juice
Stuffing or Bread Mix

Desserts*

*Please provide all items needs for a dessert.
If you purchase cake mix or pie filling,
please include frosting or a pie crust.

We will also be collecting donations of
turkeys or ham, or monetary donations
for their purchase.

Details will be published in the
November Chimes.
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Seniors Luncheon

Seniors—please join us at “St. Paul’s
Italian Ristorante” on Sunday, October 9,
at 12:05 pm for Lunch in Venice!

The menu will include Italian soup by Chef
Bob Langer, chicken parmigiana, rigatoni
with red sauce, and plenty of garlic bread.
And, of course, dessert! Dress as a famous
Italian actor, singer, inventor, sports figure,
etc. Use your imagination and be ready to
be transported to Venice, Italy! No
passport needed, only your appetite.

Sign up in the narthex after services or
contact Pat Headrick. Buon appetito!

Are You a

Veteran?

Information

Needed

Are you a veteran?
Please be part of our
Veterans Weekend
celebration, November 12 and 13, honoring all
who have served . Bring in a picture of
yourself in the service. The photo will be
scanned and returned to you. Also, please
include a brief job description and where you
were stationed (ex: Platoon Sergeant Cav. Viet
Nam).

Contact the church office or Pat Headrick with
any questions. You can also email photos to
stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org.

October Food Collection

Next time you go grocery shopping, pick up a

few items for the food pantry. The food is

regularly delivered to local pantries.

Suggestions for the month: canned juice,

cereal, applesauce, toilet tissue, but all items

are appreciated!

Please place the items on the hutch in the

narthex.
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Among the Wolves
Safe Haven

Thanks Offering Collection

Several students from our church in Grades 6-9
will be attending Among the Wolves, a middle
school retreat, November 18-20 in Harvey
Cedars, LBI. The following is a list of items
the group is encouraged to bring as a thanks
offering to help others. The items are going to
Safe Haven, a Lutheran ministry helping
unaccompanied migrant children and teens. If
you can help the youth by bringing in
something from the list it would be GREATLY
appreciated. There is a box in the narthex by the
youth bulletin board for the collection.

- Children’s books in Spanish

- Jewelry making supplies

- Canned soups

- Baking mixes

- Pot holders/ hot pads

- New sneakers (girls and boys, sizes 5-8)

- Journals

- Lice treatment

- Gloves/hats/scarves/coats

- Hair styling supplies (gel, curling iron)

If you have any questions, please see Sandy
Sambucci. Thanks!

Sing for Your
Supper!

Tuesday night
family dinners are
back! Join us at
6:05 p.m. every
Tuesday in the Parish Hall, beginning
October 11, to enjoy fellowship and a meal.
Our first Sing for Your Supper meal is pot
luck! Please bring a dish with you, either
homemade or purchased. Choir practices
follow at 6:30, and there will also be a
Family Fun Craft on October 11 provided
by Pat Headrick after choir practice for the
children. (Future Family Fun Craft dates
TBA)

Look for a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall.
There is a requested donation of $1 per
child, $3 per adult. If you have any
questions or want to offer help, please
contact Heather Wood at
hpagain@gmail.com. We hope to see you
there!

The meal rotation each month will be as
follows:

1st Tuesday: Meal Provided
2nd Tuesday: Pot Luck (each family
provides a dish)
3rd Tuesday: Meal Provided
4th Tuesday: Takeout Night (pizza, etc.,
will be provided)
Meal will be provided in the event of a 5th
Tuesday in a month.
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reJOYce School
news for October

We’re off to a great start!

During October, we’ll be
learning about Fire

Prevention & Fire Safety. We’ll meet the
Hainesport Fire Fighters when they come for a
visit. To celebrate the arrival of Fall, we’re
going on Field Trip to pick our own pumpkins.
At Chapel time we’ll be learning the story of
Noah’s Ark – ending with our annual Noah’s
Ark Parade!

Did you know reJOYce is participating in the
Grow NJ Kids initiative? Thanks to our
participation, our fabulous teachers now have
the full resources of “Creative Curriculum” and
the “Gold Assessment” at their fingertips. Our
“study room” is now set-up to focus on “Trees”
– it’s a great hands-on, child-centered
component to add our program.

Thank you to everyone who participated in our
September fund-raisers! You can support
reJOYce all year long when you shop at
Amazon Smile: just log-in through https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/21-0725313 and 0.5% of
every purchase will be donated directly to our
preschool program. That may not sound like
much, but imagine if EVERYONE used this
link for EVERY Amazon purchase, it can add
up to a sizeable donation very quickly. Thank
you for your on-going support!

We do have plenty of space in our after-school
program and limited space in each of our
morning preschool options. Busing is
available to/from Hainesport School.

For enrollment information, please call Karen
Boettge at 267-1443 or drop on by the reJOYce
office. Or check us out on-line at
www.rejoyceschool.org.

Looking Ahead to Advent

This Advent’s Wednesday Lunchtime Bible
Study will focus on “Discipleship.” It is a
four-part presentation, prepared by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. All
four studies relate to the Gospel lesson for the
four weekends of Advent.

Because of that unique tie-in with the lessons,
we will hold our first Advent lunch on
Wednesday, November 30th, the Wednesday
before the first weekend of Advent. That
means that anyone who attends an Advent
lunch will be 82% better prepared for the
weekend worship services than those who
will not be in attendance. (The 82% is figured
out using an ancient formula calculated by
Tom Hanks when he was filming “The
DaVinci Code.” It could be explained within
these pages, but your head would most likely
burst!)

Sharyn Lyden and Carol Ritter will once
again coordinate the soups and breads for
these lunches. Usually, five pots/crock pots of
soup are able to serve everybody well. Any
variety of bread is welcome! We usually have
extra loaves (how Biblical), but that’s
because Lutherans are well-bread.

Each lunch starts at
12:10 (to allow those
who work time to get
here) and ends at or
before 1:00 PM. We’ll
be in the Parish Hall
and all are invited to
take part.
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October Card Shower to:

Kathryn Simpson

26 Windermere Drive

Lumberton, NJ 08048

From the Associate
Pastor

Sometimes I feel like a translator. To the
world I translate religion, theology, faith; to
the church I translate the world. As Christians
we live in two realities, two worlds, two
kingdoms. We have the demands of our
culture that is filled with screens, commercials,
and media telling us what to buy, what to do,
what to wear, how to live. We rip anyone with
different views while hiding behind social
media platforms, keyboards, screens, emails,
and letters. Our culture seems to value ripping
each other apart, taking whatever you can get.
We live in a country that values lawsuits. We
live in a culture that values being busy with all
the wrong things. If I have made you
uncomfortable – good.

My brothers and sisters in Christ, we also live
in the kingdom of God. We live as God's
beloved, forgiven, grace-filled children. We
are freed of the burdens and struggles of this
life to live a life of grace, mercy, and love for
all. We do not have to worry about the
struggles and demands of this life. We do not
have to run around trying to have the latest and
greatest vehicles, furniture, or electronics. We
are freed from trying to keep up with other
people. None of that compares to the gift of
abundant, eternal life at the banquet of the
King, a feast unlike anything we could ever
experience here on earth. God gives us
abundant life so we can share that abundance;
share God's abundant life with one another and
the world.

We are free to support and help one another, to
build up one another in Christ, to work
together to carry out the mission of the church.
Freed to feed the hungry, house the homeless,

walk with, help and share the love of God by
helping the downtrodden. We are free to help
one another in times of need and crises. We,
as Christians, have our feet planted in God's
kingdom and this earthly kingdom. We are
privileged to see, hear, and experience God's
love and mercy breaking into our lives. We
experience such radical love and can't help but
share that.

When our love and worship of money, sports,
cars, and fancy items leaves us empty,
unfulfilled, and questioning, God's love breaks
into our lives through the wonderful
community of believers called the church.
God is always here for us, even when we can
no longer play soccer or baseball. God is here
for us when our friends and family fight or
disappear. God is here for us 24/7, 365
showering us with amazing love and grace and
showering the world with love and grace.
Why wouldn't we come weekly, or even more
often, to embrace that love, to be part of God's
community, to spend at least an hour
communing with the God who never lets go,
and working to let others experience the same
thing?

Yes, when we do that, our fellow sports
players, weekend warriors, and family-time
cravers may think we are nuts. But we are
spending time with our Father, our brothers
and sisters in Christ, and we are a part of
something much bigger than ourselves that has
no end.

Pastor Laura Esposito
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in
Christ,

We are now officially one year away from
marking our 150th anniversary as a congregation
here in Hainesport! We have an official logo,
which we will be using throughout the year on
various publications (Thank you, Marla Stough,
for creating the logo!). We have guest preachers
lined up to share the Gospel with us beginning in
May. We have a Sesquicentennial Planning Team
that has been meeting regularly and working
diligently on collecting historical artifacts and
tidbits of information about our congregation.
(Thank you, Marilyn Phifer, for giving this team
life!)

One of the recurring comments from the
Planning Team is their amazement at what the
early members of St. Paul’s endured in order to
get this congregation to where it is today. For the
first forty-four years of our existence, we were
considered a mission congregation, barely able to
support a pastor of our own. Unlike the churches
of northern New Jersey, close to the ports through
which so many immigrants came to America,
Hainesport was somewhat removed from that
activity. Because the means of travel were not as
well developed as today, Philadelphia seemed a
great distance away, so we could not rely on
urban overflow to bring people to our
congregation. (Back in those days, it was more
common to hear about a backup on the Schuylkill
River rather than the Schuylkill Expressway.)

Always proud of our German heritage, services
used to be conducted in German on a regular
basis. Those efforts were hindered with the
outbreak of the First World War, when anything
German came under suspicion. Those years
provided a challenge for us, as we had to prove to
the community around us that our loyalties were
to God and country and not to the Kaiser of
Germany.

In spite of that setback (which would be re-
enacted during the Second World War), we
continued to grow, creating a Ladies Aid Society,
which became a major financial adjunct to this

congregation. This financial support was
especially helpful as we, along with the rest of the
country, fell into economic depression. A Sunday
School was begun; Vacation Bible School was
introduced in the 1940s, and by the early 1950s,
we had outgrown our little wooden church
building.

Now the challenge was expansion! Fortunately,
we were able to buy land, and we also had
generous members who donated land. We had
members who donated time and talent to the
building of the new sanctuary, and soon after, the
education wing as well. A parsonage was built on
our property and a second parsonage was built on
the foundation of an old mill building that stood
next to the railroad tracks behind our property.

The next wave of expansion came much faster
than the first, for within thirty years of the
completion of the second sanctuary, it was
evident that we needed more room for worship
and education. On Easter Day 1992, we moved
into the present sanctuary.

Today, the challenge is not so much a financial
one, due to the combination of increased giving
on the part of the congregation and controlling
expenses on the part of leadership, but it is a
challenge of interest and priorities. Our society no
longer values church membership and church
participation in the way that it used to. Sixty years
ago, Sunday morning worship attendance was the
norm. Now as you look around your communities
as you travel to worship, you realize that you
have become the exception to the norm. There are
plenty of other things to do on a Saturday night or
Sunday morning than there used to be, so the
Church struggles to gets its voice heard above the
din of everyone else’s.

We will not celebrate our 150th anniversary as a
nostalgic look back at the good old days. We will
look to our past to find the building blocks for the
future. With the power and presence of the Holy
Spirit, we will boldly move into that future.

In Peace,
Pastor David Jost
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Thank you everyone who came out, helped,
and enjoyed the St. Paul’s Homecoming
Church Picnic on Sunday, September 11th. It
was a fantastic time! #stpaulspicnic

Special THANK YOU to the following for
making this day happen:

Rudolph Bescherer Marisa Bozarth
Angela Catanzariti Jeff Duda
Melissa Headrick Pat Headrick
Brad Kirkpatrick Sasha Makuka
James McMahon Maggie Ottenwess
Chris Ottenwess Karen Platt
Sandy Sambucci
Ron Champion Sound St. Paul’s Youth
St. Paul's Youth and Family Team

If anyone would like to be a part of the Youth
& Family Team, please contact the office.

A big thank you to our Pastors, all those who
prayed for Bob during his hospital stay fighting
a bout of strep pneumonia, followed by the
sudden death of his brother. All the cards and
prayers were truly appreciated.

Thank you,
Bob and Lydia Cross

Dear St. Pauls,

As I am finally feeling settled from my return
to the U.S. I wanted to say one last THANK
YOU for all your support. This congregation
has shown up for me in many ways during my
journey in South Africa, through words of
encouragement, cards during the
holidays, fundraising support and prayers.
Words cannot express my gratefulness! I
would love to share more of my Young Adults
in Global Mission experience with you. I will
be speaking during the services October 1st &
2nd.

Hamba Khale,

Mackenzie Alexander

October 20th, 7:00 PM

at Carol Hartman’s

Philomena by

Martin Sixsmith

If you have questions,

please contact Peg Biringer (609) 894-8089.

ReJOYce Noah’s Ark Parade

The annual Noah’s Ark Parade will be held
on Monday, October 31 in and around
reJOYce School. In addition
to the students dressing as
their favorite Ark animal,
the staff also participates!
Be sure to try and spot
Pastor Jost!
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Dear Potatoes and Throw Pillows (I call you that
because those are two things that are commonly
found on a couch),

I had a conversation with your Pastor Jost
recently in which he was telling me about his
educational journey to Allentown, PA. I thought he
said he had attended a “couching training,” so I
assumed that he sat around for three days watching
soap operas and sporting events with his feet up on a
table and a bowl of popcorn beside him! It turned
out he was at a three day “Coaching
Event.” He was sponsored by the ELCA
and spent his days in sessions training him
to be a coach within our New Jersey
Synod.

I said to him “Oh, so you are
trained to be a therapist.” He replied “No,
a therapist works for the healing of
someone.”

I said “Oh, so you are trained to
be a mentor.” He replied “No, a mentor is
an expert in the field who is brought in to walk
beside someone else who is learning a trade. I am an
everyday parish pastor who has been trained to
listen to other pastors and congregation leaders to
offer some guidelines and advice.”

I said “Oh, so you are trained to be a
consultant?” He replied “No, a consultant is hired to
provide answers. My role as a discipleship coach is
to listen and help congregational leaders build on
the strengths that are already present in their
congregation. The goal is to help the congregational
leaders discern answers that are already present in
their faith life.”

I thought about what he said. When I go to
a high school football game, I like to watch the
coaches on the sidelines. Some coaches are
firebrands, who scream and yell at their team the
entire game. Those teams rarely win the game. Then
there is the coach at the local high school, who
calmly walks the sidelines, embraces a player who
has made an error on the field, and saves his wrath
for the referee when a bad call is made. His team
won their opening game, 48-0.

There was an article in the September
12thPhiladelphia Inquirer how even the military is
moving away from a confrontational approach with
new recruits and developing drill sergeants who are
more like mentors and coaches. The military is
finding it harder and harder to yell at a young recruit
about the firing of a gun when the recruit has never
held a gun, let alone fired one, in the lifetime of the
recruit!

I don’t think that your pastor is going to
take this training and develop a new career,
like “The Dr. Dave” show on TV. There’s
already one person who does that, and
sometimes I get my Phil of him. But I do
believe that with this coaching training,
your pastor will be able to help your own
congregation move forward. Not only that,
but your Bishop will be calling on him to
help others, too!

And that, really, is what the church is all
about. We don’t do the things we do to
keep them to ourselves. We share with

others. We share resources, we share teachings, we
share leadership. That’s why your pastor, Pastor
Esposito, is involved with the NJ Synod’s EMU
Team (Excellence in Ministry, Unleashed). She is
learning good stewardship practices for pastors and
congregations. And guess what? Soon, she will be
flying out to Minneapolis to share what she has
learned with the foundation that is supporting the
work of EMU.

I encourage all of you to follow those leads
and get up off your couch and proclaim the Good
News to anyone who will listen! Share your story;
share your resources; share your faith!

Your faithful correspondent,

Dr. Alphonse Cantrell
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