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Dear Kenny Rogers and Rita Hayworths (I call you 
that because both of them, like the Olympics, have 
had five rings.), 

 Yes, it’s August in a presidential election 
year, which means it’s also time for the Summer 
Olympic games. Everyone is getting Olympic Fever, 
especially those persons in Rio de Janeiro who have 
been bitten by a mosquito and now have the Zika 
virus! 

 I always enjoy watching the Olympics, 
watching the variety of amateur athletes giving their 
all for the sake of their country. “Citius, 
Altius, Fortius” – the Olympic motto – 
will be heard over the airwaves. This is 
Latin for “Faster, Higher and Braver”, 
the goals of every Olympic competitor. 

 The Olympic flag will be 
marched into the Olympic Stadium and 
the people will cheer as the Olympic Hymn is 
played. Did you know that the five colors on the five 
inter-locking rings include the colors used in every 
flag of every nation? There is a sense of “we’re all 
in this together” that comes over me every time I see 
that flag carried in. It’s nice to think that we can put 
ideas of warfare on a back-burner for sixteen days 
while athletes compete in the Spirit of the Olympics. 
I look forward to the Games. 

 Some others who have lived in Hollywood 
have also looked forward to the games, except theirs 
was the game of marriage. They must have thought 
of it as a game, because there doesn’t seem to be 
any serious commitment behind what they did! 

 Eddie Fisher, pop singer of the 1950s, was 
married five times, one of them to Elizabeth Taylor 
(she who wore eight different wedding rings!). Hard 
to believe that the man who sang “You Can’t Be 
True, Dear” and “I’ll Hold You in my Heart” had so 
much trouble doing either! One of his final hits was 
“Games That Lovers Play”, summing up my 
thoughts completely! 

 Martin Scorsese does well in the movie 
industry, but not so well in the marriage category, 
having marriages that lasted six years, one year, 
three years, and six years. His current wife has  

been married to him for seventeen years! She is a  

descendent of one of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence, which recently celebrated its 240th 
anniversary. Take that for longevity, Marty! 

  

 Billy Bob Thornton has presented five 
wedding rings, and his longevity record is not much 
better: 2, 2, 2, 4, 3 and currently, two. Watch out, 
Mrs. Thornton the Fifth – your time is short! 

 Geraldo Rivera and Lorenzo Lamas are 
other Hollywood stars that have presented five 
rings, chuckling (I’m sure) as they said the words 
“Until death do us part.” 

 But it’s not just Hollywood. In the fourth 
chapter of the Gospel of John, Jesus meets a woman 
who has been married five times, and the man with 

whom she lives is not her 
husband. So this business of five 
rings was popular way before the 
modern day Olympics came into 
being. (The Olympic Games have 
been around since 776 BCE, but 
who’s counting?)  

 I guess that’s why I like being around 
practicing Christians, like you guys. You tend to 
take this marriage business pretty seriously. I don’t 
see many of you slipping in and out of married 
relationships as if your spouse came with a two-year 
warranty. You do a thing at your church every 
February where you celebrate couples that have 
stayed in committed relationships over the short 
haul as well as the long haul. I like that. It is a good 
role model for the children in your congregation. 
Your pastor shared with me a quote from the 
American comedian Groucho Marx: “Marriage is a 
wonderful institution, but who wants to live in an 
institution?” (Full disclosure: Mr. Marx was married 
three times, and divorced – three times.) 

 Marriage is actually instituted by God 

(check out the Book of Genesis), so it comes to us as 
a gift from God. Fortunately, we don’t have to wait 
four years for a wedding ceremony to take place! 
Many people get married and stay married – I would 
say they run rings around me!  

  

 Your faithful correspondent, 

 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are Welcome 

Bring your Friends and Family! 

DJ * Karaoke * Games * Prizes * Face Painting 
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—12:30 PM 
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 THE CHIMES - August 2016 
 

Newsletter for members and friends of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Corner   Page 2 

Pastor Esposito   Page 3 

Social Ministry   Page 4 

reJOYce Preschool News Page 6 

Appreciate You   Page 7 

History of St. Paul’s  Page 8 

Calendar   Page 10 

Born in 1867   Page 12 

Christmas Card Sale  Page 13 

Photo Directory News  Page 13 

Not Alone by Larry Burke Page 14 

Sunday School News  Page 15 

Youth & Family   Page 16 

Music Matters   Page 17 

Flu Shot Clinic   Page 19 

Omega Page   Page 20 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 



2 

 Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 

 When people comment 
about how busy our congregation is, they 

always want to know when our “down time” is. 
They want to know when is that extended 
period of time when we get to kick back and 
relax for a prolonged period of time. For 
several years, I have answered the question 
“August 15th”. They respond “You mean the 
down time starts on August 15th?” and I reply 
“No, the down time IS August 15th!” 

 We don’t change our worship schedule 
for the summer, so we still offer four services 
each weekend. Most of the worship bands still 
practice throughout the summer, knowing that 
they are called upon to lead worship each week. 
Because both Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Narcotics Anonymous are such important 
healing ministries, we keep the doors open so 
both of those groups can continue meeting here 
and continue to rebuild lives. 

 No sooner will Vacation Bible School 
pack things up for another year then we will be 
having the Sunday School teachers coming in 
and getting rooms ready for a new academic 
year. Of course, they may have to work around 
the children and adults who will be here for the 
reJOYce School summer camp offerings. 

 But by August 15th, most of those 
activities are in our rearview mirror or just far 
enough away that we don’t have to think about 
them on that day. We can breathe in and 
breathe out and leisurely think about the new 
program year that will be ready to start next 
month. 

 Cherub Choir, Chapel Choir, Chi Rho 
Choir, Christus Choir, Chorale – all restart in 
September. Praise Band starts up in September. 
Sunday School classes, catechism class and 
small-group Bible studies all start up again next 
month. And people come back home after 
extended vacations. 

 But that’s all next month. For now, we 
revel in the warmth of God’s sun and refresh 
ourselves in the cooling waters of the ocean, a 
lake or our own backyard pool. We make the 
time to get together with family and friends and 
give our thanks to God that God has created us 
to be people who yearn for relationships. That’s 
why I like Genesis 2 better than Genesis 1. In 
the second chapter, God talks to Adam and Eve 
and God offers advice and, even when God gets 
mad at the two of them, God stays in a 
relationship with them. It reminds me of 
August, a time when people are away from the 
church building, but they are still in a 
relationship with us as the congregation 
because all of us are in a relationship with God. 

 So, I pray, I hope you enjoy these 
remaining days of the Summer of ’16. Find 
time to relax, find time to pray, find time to be 
reminded of how special a person you are 
because you have been created in the image of 
God. The God who created the sun and the 
stars, the rain and the wind, all that grows and 
all that breathes upon the face of the Earth is 
the same God who created you to be a child of 
God. In Genesis 1, we are reminded that even 
God had “down time”, for it was after six days 
of creation that God rested on the seventh. 

 Whether it is August 15th or a whole 
week of August 15ths, take that time with 
which God has gifted you for recreation, or “re-
creation”, as I like to think of it. And when the 
15th rolls around, drive past our practically 
empty driveway and celebrate God’s gift of 
relaxation and renewal! 

     
 In peace, 

 Pastor David Jost 
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St. Paul’s will be 
conducting its third 
annual flu shot 
clinic on 
Wednesday, 
September 14 
beginning at 10:30 
AM. This year we 
will be offering 
DPT boosters, the 
Shingles vaccine as 
well as the 

pneumococcal pneumonia vaccine and the 
regular and high dose flu shots. 
 
Because there is a co-pay for the Shingles 
shots, a copy of your supplemental insurance 
card must accompany the registration forms. 
These will be submitted to the Rite Aid 
Pharmacy conducting the clinic in order to 
determine what your co-pay will be. They will 
contact you directly with this information, 
which will enable you to decide whether to get 
the shot or not. 
 
There is no cost for the pneumonia shot, as it is 
covered by Medicare, as is the flu shot. 
 
Any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 893-
6349. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The Red Cross blood drive was a complete 

success!  Our goal was 22 donations, and the 
Red Cross received 23.   

 
Thank you to everyone who came to donate or 
told someone else about the drive to come and 
donate. 

 
The Red Cross was very pleased with the turn 
out and very grateful for the support St. Paul's 
has given them for many years. 

 

 Donna DeCillis 

 

 ——————————- 

 
St. Paul’s, 

Just wanted to thank you for all my cards and 
phone calls. Miss you all. 

 Take care, 

 Arlene Kay 

 

Phone Directory 

Copies of the new church phone directory are available in the church 

narthex. One copy per family, please. Any time you have a change in 

your directory information, please let the church office know: (609) 

267-0740 or stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org. 
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Pastoral Acts for July 

 
Baptisms: Isley Harley Wynne. 
 
Funerals: None. 
 
Weddings: Kari Jost & Cory Anthony. 

Still Alice 
 
The 2016 Sacred Heart 
summer ‘read the book—
see the movie project’ is 
going to be dramatically 
different than past 
programs. The story that 
we will undertake is Still 
Alice a riveting novel by 
Lisa Genova and a 
heartbreaking movie, 
starring Oscar winning 
Julianne Moore. 
 
Still Alice is the story 

about a brilliant professional woman, Alice 
Howland, who has been diagnosed with the 
early-onset of Alzheimer’s disease at 50 years 
of age. The impact of Alzheimer’s on Alice 
and her family will strike each of us in the 
heart and soul as we read the novel and then 
see Still Alice. 
 
Then, on Sunday, October 2nd at 1:30 PM, we 
will see the film Still Alice at the Burlington 
County Library Auditorium (5 Pioneer Blvd., 
Westampton) and then what will follow the 
screening is certain to be special and important. 
Deacon Jim Casa (Sacred Heart Church) and 
Lee Gillis, CALA (Executive Director of 
Brookdale Senior Living, Florence) will co-
facilitate a panel discussion that will include: 
patients and family members who are 
struggling with the disease; and an elder care 
attorney. The audience will be encouraged to 
engage the panel in a lively question/answer 
forum about this disease and the story. 
 
So, for now, begin your reading of Still Alice 
and save the date of October 2nd. Please call 
Deacon Jim at (609) 702-1848, Ext 305 if you 
have questions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Seeking Director of Youth/

Family Faith Life 
 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior in Haddonfield, 
NJ has created a part-time (20 hours/week) 
position to oversee and expand their faith 
formation and youth ministries. 
 
A background in education is preferred. 
Candidate is expected to strengthen family 
faith formation and life within the congregation 
as well as expand into the community at large, 
and support current programs, including 
Sunday School, Confirmation and Youth 
Ministry, 
 
Further information and where to direct 
inquiries can be found in the church office. 
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August Card Shower to: 

Shirley Worthington 

20 Deep Hollow Ln N 

Columbus, NJ 08022 

 

 

From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
This month I want to dive 
into the catechism and 

explore a commandment that I haven't written 
about in a while.  The fifth commandment: You 
are not to kill,  deals with individuals.  Luther 
states that in Matthew 5 Jesus explains and 
summarizes this commandment that “we must 
not kill, either by hand, heart, word, by signs or 
gestures, or by aiding and abetting.”  We often 
think that this commandment deals only with 
the actual act of taking another person’s life.  
There are many ways we humans can kill and 
injure one another.  The old saying that sticks 
and stones may break my bones, but words will 
never hurt me is wrong.  Many times words can 
injure us just as much, if not more so.  Many of 
us, even though we do not actually commit 
murder, curse others and wish horrible things 
on people that if they did actually come true 
would destroy them.   
 
We are not to harm anyone by word or deed, we 
should not advocate harming anyone, and we 
should not be hostile toward anyone. Instead we 
should do good for our neighbors by protecting 
them and preventing harm.  Luther also states 
that that if  you turn a naked or homeless person 
away or fail to feed a hungry person you are 
violating this commandment because you are 
letting them freeze or starve to death.  We are to 
show kindness and love to all people.   
 
As I was reading through my large catechism 
the other day, this all struck me as I heard about 
more shootings, as the Internet and media 
talked about people killing cops and cops 
killing unarmed people.  It struck me as I heard 
more of the awful political rhetoric and bashing 
from both parties and as people on Facebook 
attacked one another for the politicians they 
support, their thoughts on myriad things, etc.  It 

struck me as I stumbled upon articles and 
documentaries talking about the disappearing 
middle class, where the middle class is being 
pushed into poverty while the rich get richer, 
something that was the norm before the world 
wars. 
 
After I wallowed in my sorrow with some ice 
cream, I began to realize something.  This is a 
great time to be a Christian!  What a blessing it 
is to be an active part of a faith community. In 
church we try our best to support and uplift one 
another instead of killing each other with words 
or actions.  We try our best to feed the hungry. 
We follow a God who loves us radically, who 
loves us to the point of dying for us so our sins 
would be wiped away, and we are freed to live 
anew to share that radical love with others and 
bear the kingdom of God in this sinful world. 
We carry the light into the darkness and give 
hope to the world. 
 
 
Kolb, Robert and Wengert, Timothy, ed. 2000. The 
Book of Concord.  “The Large Catechism” p 411  
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Two Collections Begin: 
 

New Visions Homeless Day 
Shelter in Camden 

 
Hot weather brings more clients inside to New 
Visions during the day to escape the heat and 
recover in air conditioning.  Having access to 
showers and the laundry facility provides 
comfort to our clients in this excessive 
heat.  So demands on our toiletry supply during 
this time of year have created a deficit in our 
supplies.  

 

We are in need of: 

NEW  Razors 

Shaving Cream 

Tooth Paste and Tooth Brushes 

Deodorant 

Soap 

Shampoo 

Feminine Products 

 
Travel size is ok also.  Any new or gently used 
towels and sheets are also appreciated.  Drop 
off in the laundry basket in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lutheran World Relief 

Project Promise 
Build Kits of Care 
School Supplies 

 
Imagine having to choose between a meal or 
purchasing a notebook. Project Promise School 
Kits are sent to places where even the few 
required school supplies may be more than a 
family can afford. Pencils and paper can help 
write a positive future.  
 
We will be collecting the following items: 
 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-

ruled paper 
 Rulers 
 Pencil sharpener 
 Blunt scissors 
 Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 
 Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
 Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons 
 2 1/2 inch eraser 
 
Watch for the giant backpack in the narthex to 
hold your donations. 
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From Karen Platt 
 
 

 

 

 

Youth should sign up to attend the church 
picnic on September 11 at 12:30 PM. Sign up 
with a partner for the corn hole tournament, 
help with kids activities (water balloons, 
tattoos, games) eat great food and have a great 
time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will resume regular meetings on September 
25 at 6:30 PM in the study house. (Generally 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC MATTERS by 
Denisemarie Ramos 
August 2016 
      

Google defines the term 
rock star as a famous and 
successful singer or 
performer of rock music; 
a person treated as a 

celebrity, especially in inspiring fanatical 
admiration. 

 
I have a lot of admiration for the people whom I 
consider to be rock stars—the musicians of the 
9:30 service. They do not break for the summer. 
They are here every Tuesday night rehearsing 
and worshipping and playing music every 
Sunday morning. 

 

Although I personally thank them every week 
for their service, I wanted to share my gratitude 
for these people who are so generous with their 
time and talent. Even if you don’t attend the 
9:30 service, I know you appreciate the 
commitment they have to the church. 

 

Larry Burke, Melissa Headrick, Pat Jambor, 
John Moceri, Andy Opperman, Val Ramos and 
Krissy Soltesz — Thank you!  
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As summer begins to wind down and we move into fall, there are many learning 
opportunities in the congregation from Bible studies, Sunday School, Choirs, Catechism 
classes, First Communion Classes, and New Member Classes just to name a few! 

Here are some schedules and dates for you: 
 

Catechism (7th and 8th Graders) classes are from 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

 

 September 7* and 21     *Parent/Guardian must attend the first class with the student 

 October 5, 19, and 26 (26th at Mt. Holly Historic Prison) 

 Oct 30 (evening) is the RefCon (Confirmation, youth led family worship with 
catechism students from other congregations, right here at St. Paul’s) 

 November 2, 16 (16th at Lutheran Crossings) and 30 

 December 7 and 21 

 January 4 and 18 

 February 1 (Islamic Center) and 15 

 March 15 (St. Andrew’s) and 29 

 April 5 and 26 

 May 3,17, and 24 

 Confirmation (8th graders who completed two years of classes) is Sunday June 4th at 
11:00 AM 

 

First Communion Classes: 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00 – 3:30 PM 

Wednesday, September 28, 7:00 -7:30 PM 

First Communion is the weekend of October 1 and 2 

 

New Member Classes: 

Sunday, September 25, 2:00-4:00 PM 

Sunday, October 2, 2:00-4:00 PM  

Tuesday, October 4, 7:30 – 9:00 PM 

Sunday, October 16,  4:00-6:00 PM (dinner) 

Weekend of October 29 and 30—new members received at all services.  

Youth & Family Ministry 
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August Food Collection 

 
Healthy Snacks, Boxed Drinks, 

Peanut Butter & Jelly, 
Easy lunch items 

All items appreciated! 
Place your donations 

on the hutch 
in the narthex 

 
 
 
 

World Hunger 
 

Are you filling your 
banks for World Hunger? 

Place them in the 
plastic container 

in the narthex 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Social Ministry 
Luncheon 

 
Interested in Social 
Ministry? Want to know 
what it’s all about? Come 
sit around the table for 
lunch and learn! 

 
When?  

September 18 at 

12:05 after the 11 
o'clock service. 

 
What to Bring? 

Nothing but your interest and ideas. Lunch will 
be provided! 

 
Besides information and new ideas, we will 
check calendar dates and discuss the next 
Senior Luncheon, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving 
Baskets, and Christmas gifts. 

  

RSVP to Pat Headrick 609-234-7851. 

 

 

Car Show Update 
 

There will be no Car 

Show this fall, but watch 

for planning to begin in 

January for a 2017 event. 

Help would be welcome. 

Contact Pat Headrick if 

you are interested. 
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reJOYce School 
news for August: 

 
Thank you to those of you 
who joined us at Iron Hill 
Restaurant on July 13th!  
It was a great turnout and 
it seemed everyone had a 

good time as well as good food. 
 
Thank you to everyone (especially VBS 
volunteers and our summer camp staff) for 
working around the assorted updates to the 
education wing that have been taking place this 
summer:  the hallway and classrooms are 
freshly painted, new windows have gone in, 
and the hallway carpeting will be replaced in 
early August. 
 
Our teachers will return near the end of August 
to prep their rooms, prepare their lessons, and 
bring the hallway “back to life” in time for 
school.  reJOYce will start up again on 
Tuesday, September 6th.  We can hardly wait! 
 
Enrollment for the 2016-17 school year is on-
going.  So far we have 43 children enrolled in 
our various programs for fall.  Space is still 
available in some classes!   
 
New brochures are ready and available in the 
narthex.  If you have a friend or neighbor with 
a preschool-aged child, please feel free to take 
a copy to share.  reJOYce offers both 
traditional part-time preschool classes for ages 
2-1/2 though 5 AND full-day programs for 
ages 3-5.   
 
JOYfull House offers before and after-school 
options for local families with transportation 
provided to and from Hainesport School.  
Check us out!  More information is available 
on-line at www.rejoyceschool.org.   
 

For enrollment information, please call Karen 
Boettge at 267-1443, or send an email to 
rejoyceschool@stpaulsh.org.  Mrs. Boettge will 
be in the office a couple mornings each week 
this summer to check mail, reply to emails, and 
follow-up on any phone calls. 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

 

Monday Night 
Bible Study Resumes 

September 12th—7:00 PM 
In the Study House 

 
Tuesday Night 

Bible Study Resumes 
September 13th—6:30 PM 

In the Study House 
The Book of Hebrews 

 
Thursday Night 

Book Club Will Resume 
In September 
Watch for the 

Book List! 
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Sunday School Begins, Sunday, September 18 
10:30 – 11:30 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Hear St. Paul’s Kids ROAR! 

Come, Find out what it means to ROAR 
at St. Paul’s Sunday School! 

 

+ PreK + 

Kindergarten + Gr. 1 

Gr. 2 + 3  

Gr. 4 + 5  

Gr. 6 + 7 
 

Where the Bible, God, and Jesus Come to Life! 
Where the Holy Spirit inspires us! 

Where St. Paul’s Kids ROAR! 
 

Questions? Bev Grazioli « beverly.j@outlook.com « 856-234-2963 

Sunday School Teachers and Helpers Needed! 
 

We are in need of Sunday School leaders and helpers! 

NO Experience, necessary… It’s so easy, really! 

Contact Bev to share in the joy of Sunday School! 

 beverly.j@outlook.com « 856-234-2963 

Sunday School…  Where we ROAR! 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/
mailto:rejoyceschool@stpaulsh.org
mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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by Larry Burke 
  
 Several people in my 
world have echoed the 
sentiment that churches are 
full of hypocrites. A 
hypocrite is defined as 
someone who says one thing 
and does another. Well, that 

can’t be me.  I live my life by God’s word, hear 
His voice, and do His will. Or do I? 

  I truly believe that everyone should be 
allowed to live life as he sees fit (as long as, of 
course, he is not hurting others).  Growing up, I 
remember my grandfather saying that people of 
a certain color had to be out of town before 
sundown. He would quote what the police 
officers would say, using a word that will never 
pass my lips.  Another family member in the 
1980s couldn’t have a conversation without 
condemning people who dated within their 
gender. Of course, he never really knew any of 
those individuals.  He thought he recognized 
them in public because boys didn’t pierce their 
ears.  It didn’t matter if it were the left ear or 
the right ear.  If a male had piercings, he was 
either a pirate or “one of those people.” I felt 
blessed that my world of 2000 something was 
free of such prejudice. I am not like past 
generations of my family. I am tolerant.   

Last year a sports legend of the 1970s 
decided he would rather live his life as a she.  
Wherever I turned, I had to see, hear, and 
almost experience the track and fielder’s 
transformation.  I’m never going to meet this 
person.  This person’s choices don’t affect my 
life or threaten my family in any way. Yet I 
could not handle it. I complained that it should 
not be on the television when young children 
were watching.  I would change the channel 
whenever it was mentioned.  I would show my 
disgust as I passed newsstands. I even made up 
raunchy jokes about the athlete. Then my 
teenager admonished me.  He told me everyone 

has the right to be happy.  “Why can’t you let 
other people be happy? You’re so intolerant.” 

Ouch. He was right. I was no different 
than the other Burke men before me.  I had 
discovered a whole new realm of intolerance. 
The thought of changing gender would never 
have been expressed, let alone embraced by the 
media of the 1970s. And I began to realize how 
often I scoffed at those different than I am.  I 
have even heard my grandfather’s voice come 
out of my mouth.  Current fashion trends 
include hair colors that are not genetic, piercing 
things that traditionally were free of holes, and 
people wanting to invest in what they 
euphemistically call body art.  I don’t have to 
imagine what my grandfather would say if he 
were still here, because one of his famous 
expressions has already exited my mouth:  
“When I was kid, you had to pay a nickel extra 
at the circus to see something like that.” Ouch 
again. Even in re-reading these words I see how 
my prejudice seeps from my subconscious and 
into my daily life.  I am not as tolerant as I 
thought. I have a long way to go. I need to love 
like I am loved. 

This is the first in what I hope to be a 
monthly column in the Chimes. Last time I 
wrote to tell you of how God sent me comfort 
and hope through a period of sorrow in my life.  
I wanted you to know that you are loved and 
you are not alone. Each of us has that one 
thing—that proverbial cross that we can’t bear, 
but have to endure.  Are churches are full of 
hypocrites?  Well, in my case, I realize I am 
one.  Every day that God gives me to grow and 
change, I continue to evolve…  and regress.  
Yet He loves me anyway. His grace is there for 
me.  And Grace is there for you, too, because 
you are loved and you are NOT alone. 
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Many thanks to each and every youth and adult 
who helped in any way with VBS 2016! Thank 
you to those who were leaders and their 
assistants in the classrooms, to those who 
helped with crafts, drama, clerical, behind-the-
scenes, games, snacks, the amazing mission 
center, the storyteller, or in any other way!! 
Thank you to those who helped get the building 
ready for VBS! 
 
Thank you to those of you who helped by 
donating items for snack or crafts! 
 
Thank you to the VBS planning team: Louise 
Hikade, Karen Platt, Robin Sperry, Heather 
Wood, and Pastor Jost. 
 
Thanks to our VBS nurse, Sharyn Lyden! 

 
And thank you to the VBS Director, Heather 
Wood! 
 
It was a great year! Everything went very 
smoothly, and we look forward to VBS 2017! 
 
Make sure you thank those involved and let 
them know how much they are appreciated! 
 
Volunteers do so many jobs at St. Paul’s that 
really enhance the ministry. You are very much 
appreciated.  
 

 

 

 
 

Help us Fill the Bulletin Board with Travel Pictures/Bulletins! 

Where will St. Paul’s Travel this Summer? 

Bring us a postcard or a digital image 

of where you have traveled or a bulletin of where you 

attended church while away. 

We will post it on the bulletin board 

in the narthex. 

Safe travels! 



8 

A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part One of Fifteen) 

  

 Starting in this month’s Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring you 
a fifteen-part series on the history of our 
congregation. The series will be broken down 
into ten year pieces, ending with the decade of 
2007-2017. We hope you enjoy your reading 
and learning. Will every tidbit of our history be 
mentioned? Probably not, but we’ll do our best 
to highlight pioneers and visionaries who 
brought us to where we are today. 
 

Before we begin…. 

1683-1817 
The Pennsylvania Ministerium was the 

first Lutheran church body in North America. 
With the encouragement of Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg, the Ministerium was founded at a 
meeting of German-American clergy on 
August 26, 1748. The group was known as 
“The Ministerium of North America” until 
1792, when it adopted the name “The 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States”. This group would continue to 
influence the church politics in America well 
into the twentieth century. 

German settlers arriving in North 
America were drawn to Pennsylvania by 
William Penn’s pledge of religious freedom in 
that colony. By 1683, communities began to 
form (such as Germantown) and many of these 
immigrants brought with them their Lutheran 
faith. As congregations were developed and 
grew, so, too, did the need for trained clergy. In 
1742, twenty-four clergymen were sent from 
the University of Halle to America; included in 
this group was Pastor Muhlenberg.  His 
influence went beyond the congregations he 
served; he began to plant new congregations 

and began to find ways for the congregations to 
work together. With the launch of the 
Ministerium in 1748, the representatives of the 
ten Lutheran congregations also adopted a 
common liturgy. 

During these early years, there were 
German and Swedish pastors in the 
Ministerium and its territory grew to include 
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Virginia and both Carolinas.  

 

1818-1853 
The General Synod was formed in 

1818, combining the Pennsylvania Ministerium 
with New York Ministerium (which included 
New Jersey) and the Maryland-Virginia Synod. 
The General Synod served in an advisory 
capacity; its primary role was to facilitate 
cooperation among the various church bodies. 
Under the leadership of Samuel Simon 
Schmucker (no relation to the jam), a seminary 
was begun (Gettysburg, 1826) to train pastors.  
Realizing that the men were not coming there 
equipped to learn, a college was founded 
(Gettysburg, 1832). Schmucker was a big fan 
of “American Protestantism” and nurtured a 
growing relationship between the General 
Synod and the Reformed Church.  This upset 
the more conservative members of the 
Ministerium, so that body withdrew from the 
General Synod in 1823. Members of the 
Ministerium were wary of a centralized 
organization and the control it might exert over 
individual congregations. Ministerium pastoral 
candidates were still sent to Gettysburg 
Seminary for their theological training. 

By 1853, the Ministerium experienced 
a rise in its Lutheran identity and the 
importance of the Lutheran Confessions (the 
16th century documents that define who we are 
as Lutherans). It was in that year that the 
Ministerium rejoined the General Synod – until 
the outbreak of the American Civil War. 

 

Continued on following page... 
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Looking for a special card for your friends and family or for 

those special people who are far away?  Maybe a gift for that 

person who has everything?  St. Paul’s Christmas Cards are 

just what you are looking for.      

As part of our upcoming 150
th
 anniversary celebration we will 

be selling sets of 5 cards, each one with a picture of one of 

our beautiful stained glass windows.   

Sample cards will be available for viewing and ordering be-
ginning September 1

st
.  Payment is due at time of order and 

cards will be available for pickup at the church on November 
1

st
 just in time for the Christmas celebration. 

Christmas in September Card Sale  

Sign Up for Your Photo! 

 

Preparations for the 2017 - 150th Anniversary Pictorial Directory - are in 
full swing. Sign ups for photos will start on the weekend of August 13 & 
14. Weekends’ sign ups will take place before and after each service. 
Sign ups will continue through Sept. 17 & 18. This year, for the first 
time, you may also sign up for photos on St. Paul’s website stpaulsh.org! 

 
Photographs will be taken at St. Paul’s from September 27-30, October 1 
and October 4-8. Registration prior to the photo session will be held in 
the narthex. Sign up early so that you obtain an optimal time for you and 
your family to be photographed. Check photo times listed on the poster 
in the narthex. Pets are welcome! Your photo will make the Anniversary 
Directory complete! 
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WHO ELSE 
WAS BORN IN 1867? 
 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church came into being in October, 1867. Who 
else was born in that same year? Who else has 
touched the lives of many people? This month, 
we learn about two people who many of you 
have never heard of! 

Lt. Colonel Percival Harrison 
Fawcett (August 18, 1867 – in or after 1925) 

was a British artillery officer, 
archaeologist and South 
American explorer. Along 
with his eldest son, Fawcett 
disappeared under unknown 
circumstances in 1925 during 
an expedition to find "Z" – 
his name for an ancient lost 
city, which he and others 

believed to be El Dorado, in 
the uncharted jungles of 
Brazil.  According to an 

article in Comic Scene No. 45, Fawcett was the 
inspiration for Kent Allard, an alter ego of The 
Shadow (“Who knows what evil lurks in the 
hearts of men? The Shadow knows!”) More 
recently, Fawcett has been proposed as a 
possible inspiration for Indiana Jones, the 
fictional archaeologist/adventurer. A 
fictionalized version of Fawcett aids Jones in 
the novel Indiana Jones and the Seven Veils. 
 Anne Caldwell 
(August 30, 1867 – October 
22, 1936), also known as 
Anne Caldwell O'Dea, was a 
prolific playwright and 
lyricist. She wrote both pop 
songs and Broadway shows, 
sometimes working with 
composer Jerome Kern. 
From 1900 to the mid-1920s, 
she mostly collaborated with 
composer Kern. Her first collaboration with 

Kern was the musical, She’s a Good Fellow, 
followed by The Night Boat. The Night Boat 
was one of Caldwell and Kern’s more 
successful shows but is generally not 
considered revivable today. The plots and 
comedy of their shows don’t satisfy 
contemporary audiences. Upon her passing, 
Variety called her "one of the most prolific 
librettists known to show business. A quiet, 
unassuming woman she developed a technique 
that rarely failed and was both book writer and 
lyricist." She was inducted into Songwriters 
Hall of Fame in 1970. 

 

 

———————————————- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HELP !! The Anniversary Committee is 
looking for a picture of the 1975 confirmation 
class.  If you have a class photograph or a 
picture of the class taken by a family member 
please call Marilyn Phifer (609) 581-
1887.  Photos will be scanned and returned to 
you.   
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Continued from page 8... 
 

1867-1877 

 “Mount Holly, Burlington County, 
Jersey, 21st day of October in the year of our 
Lord, 1867. Recognizing and acknowledging 
how essential and beneficial the Word of God 
and the Holy Sacraments are for us, and for 
our children, and desiring to secure these 
means of grace for ourselves and for future 
generations, and at the same time looking up to 
the Lord from whence cometh our strength, we 
the undersigned, with the help of God, unite for 
the purpose of establishing here at Mount 
Holly an Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
founded upon the unaltered Augsburg 
Confession and solemnly promise with all our 
power to labor and aid each other in this work. 
May the Lord bless the work of our hands, 
which we have begun in the name of Jesus.” 

 The seeds of St. Paul’s had been sown 
15 years earlier when a group of German 
Lutherans and German Reformed families 
gathered in private residences to worship 
together. Several years later, they secured the 
use of an old school house in Hainesport as a 
regular meeting place for worship. Because no 
pastor was available, services were run more 
like a Sunday School atmosphere. George 
Walther was the leader. 

 On October 21, 1867, the Charter (see 
above) and the Constitution and By-Laws were 
adopted. Church services were conducted more 
frequently and the first confirmation service 
was held in 1868. Pastor Richard Gehr, from 
Zion Reformed Church in Philadelphia, was 
the officiant. The confirmation class was two 
boys and two girls – no one missed class for 
soccer practice or dance class. 

 In 1870, an acre of land was purchased 
and on June 7, 1874, the cornerstone was laid. 
On September 20, 1874, the church edifice was 
dedicated to the glory of God! Pastor A.T. 
Geisenheiner was the pastor at that service, 

although he was not the pastor of the 
congregation. 

 The Rev. Carl Mench, a student at Mt. 
Airy Seminary (today’s Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia) conducted services 
for the first three months. The Ladies’ Aid 
succeeded in completely furnishing the interior 
of the church. The congregation remained a 
mission station for three years, with Home 
Mission pastors and students leading the 
services. In 1877, the Rev. A.T. Geisenheiner 
became the first pastor to serve St. Paul’s on a 
salaried basis. He lived in Mount Holly, so he 
relied on horse and carriage to get him back 
and forth from home to the church. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_colonel_%28United_Kingdom%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declared_death_in_absentia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Artillery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exploration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_City_of_Z
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_city
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_city
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Dorado
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jungle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana_Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana_Jones_and_the_Seven_Veils
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playwright
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pop_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pop_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadway_theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerome_Kern
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variety_%28magazine%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songwriters_Hall_of_Fame
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songwriters_Hall_of_Fame


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

  9:00 AM reJOYce Summer  

                Camp   

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

2 

9:00 AM reJOYce Summer  
                Camp   
10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

3 

 9:00 AM reJOYce Summer  

                Camp   

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

4 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:00 AM reJOYce Summer  

                Camp  

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

5 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

9:00 AM reJOYce Summer  

                Camp   

6 

 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

7 

 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

8 

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

9 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

10 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

11 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

12 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

13 

 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

14 

 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

15 

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

16 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

17 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

18 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

19 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

20 

 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

21 

 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

22 

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

23 

7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

24 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

25 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

7:30  PM AA (SH) 

26 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

9:00 PM Chimes Assembly 

27 

 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

28 

 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

29 

  9::00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

30 

10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

31 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

 
Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church came into being in October, 1867. Who 
else was born in that same year? Who else has 
touched the lives of many people? This month, 
we learn about two people who many of you 
have never heard of! 

Lt. Colonel Percival Harrison 
Fawcett (August 18, 1867 – in or after 1925) 

was a British artillery officer, 
archaeologist and South 
American explorer. Along 
with his eldest son, Fawcett 
disappeared under unknown 
circumstances in 1925 during 
an expedition to find "Z" – 
his name for an ancient lost 
city, which he and others 

believed to be El Dorado, in 
the uncharted jungles of 
Brazil.  According to an 

article in Comic Scene No. 45, Fawcett was the 
inspiration for Kent Allard, an alter ego of The 
Shadow (“Who knows what evil lurks in the 
hearts of men? The Shadow knows!”) More 
recently, Fawcett has been proposed as a 
possible inspiration for Indiana Jones, the 
fictional archaeologist/adventurer. A 
fictionalized version of Fawcett aids Jones in 
the novel Indiana Jones and the Seven Veils. 
 Anne Caldwell 
(August 30, 1867 – October 
22, 1936), also known as 
Anne Caldwell O'Dea, was a 
prolific playwright and 
lyricist. She wrote both pop 
songs and Broadway shows, 
sometimes working with 
composer Jerome Kern. 
From 1900 to the mid-1920s, 
she mostly collaborated with 
composer Kern. Her first collaboration with 

Kern was the musical, She’s a Good Fellow, 
followed by The Night Boat. The Night Boat 
was one of Caldwell and Kern’s more 
successful shows but is generally not 
considered revivable today. The plots and 
comedy of their shows don’t satisfy 
contemporary audiences. Upon her passing, 
Variety called her "one of the most prolific 
librettists known to show business. A quiet, 
unassuming woman she developed a technique 
that rarely failed and was both book writer and 
lyricist." She was inducted into Songwriters 
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 “Mount Holly, Burlington County, 
Jersey, 21st day of October in the year of our 
Lord, 1867. Recognizing and acknowledging 
how essential and beneficial the Word of God 
and the Holy Sacraments are for us, and for 
our children, and desiring to secure these 
means of grace for ourselves and for future 
generations, and at the same time looking up to 
the Lord from whence cometh our strength, we 
the undersigned, with the help of God, unite for 
the purpose of establishing here at Mount 
Holly an Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
founded upon the unaltered Augsburg 
Confession and solemnly promise with all our 
power to labor and aid each other in this work. 
May the Lord bless the work of our hands, 
which we have begun in the name of Jesus.” 

 The seeds of St. Paul’s had been sown 
15 years earlier when a group of German 
Lutherans and German Reformed families 
gathered in private residences to worship 
together. Several years later, they secured the 
use of an old school house in Hainesport as a 
regular meeting place for worship. Because no 
pastor was available, services were run more 
like a Sunday School atmosphere. George 
Walther was the leader. 

 On October 21, 1867, the Charter (see 
above) and the Constitution and By-Laws were 
adopted. Church services were conducted more 
frequently and the first confirmation service 
was held in 1868. Pastor Richard Gehr, from 
Zion Reformed Church in Philadelphia, was 
the officiant. The confirmation class was two 
boys and two girls – no one missed class for 
soccer practice or dance class. 

 In 1870, an acre of land was purchased 
and on June 7, 1874, the cornerstone was laid. 
On September 20, 1874, the church edifice was 
dedicated to the glory of God! Pastor A.T. 
Geisenheiner was the pastor at that service, 

although he was not the pastor of the 
congregation. 

 The Rev. Carl Mench, a student at Mt. 
Airy Seminary (today’s Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia) conducted services 
for the first three months. The Ladies’ Aid 
succeeded in completely furnishing the interior 
of the church. The congregation remained a 
mission station for three years, with Home 
Mission pastors and students leading the 
services. In 1877, the Rev. A.T. Geisenheiner 
became the first pastor to serve St. Paul’s on a 
salaried basis. He lived in Mount Holly, so he 
relied on horse and carriage to get him back 
and forth from home to the church. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_colonel_%28United_Kingdom%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declared_death_in_absentia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Artillery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exploration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_City_of_Z
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_city
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_city
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Dorado
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A Brief History of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Hainesport 
(Part One of Fifteen) 

  

 Starting in this month’s Chimes, the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Team will bring you 
a fifteen-part series on the history of our 
congregation. The series will be broken down 
into ten year pieces, ending with the decade of 
2007-2017. We hope you enjoy your reading 
and learning. Will every tidbit of our history be 
mentioned? Probably not, but we’ll do our best 
to highlight pioneers and visionaries who 
brought us to where we are today. 
 

Before we begin…. 

1683-1817 
The Pennsylvania Ministerium was the 

first Lutheran church body in North America. 
With the encouragement of Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg, the Ministerium was founded at a 
meeting of German-American clergy on 
August 26, 1748. The group was known as 
“The Ministerium of North America” until 
1792, when it adopted the name “The 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States”. This group would continue to 
influence the church politics in America well 
into the twentieth century. 

German settlers arriving in North 
America were drawn to Pennsylvania by 
William Penn’s pledge of religious freedom in 
that colony. By 1683, communities began to 
form (such as Germantown) and many of these 
immigrants brought with them their Lutheran 
faith. As congregations were developed and 
grew, so, too, did the need for trained clergy. In 
1742, twenty-four clergymen were sent from 
the University of Halle to America; included in 
this group was Pastor Muhlenberg.  His 
influence went beyond the congregations he 
served; he began to plant new congregations 

and began to find ways for the congregations to 
work together. With the launch of the 
Ministerium in 1748, the representatives of the 
ten Lutheran congregations also adopted a 
common liturgy. 

During these early years, there were 
German and Swedish pastors in the 
Ministerium and its territory grew to include 
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Virginia and both Carolinas.  

 

1818-1853 
The General Synod was formed in 

1818, combining the Pennsylvania Ministerium 
with New York Ministerium (which included 
New Jersey) and the Maryland-Virginia Synod. 
The General Synod served in an advisory 
capacity; its primary role was to facilitate 
cooperation among the various church bodies. 
Under the leadership of Samuel Simon 
Schmucker (no relation to the jam), a seminary 
was begun (Gettysburg, 1826) to train pastors.  
Realizing that the men were not coming there 
equipped to learn, a college was founded 
(Gettysburg, 1832). Schmucker was a big fan 
of “American Protestantism” and nurtured a 
growing relationship between the General 
Synod and the Reformed Church.  This upset 
the more conservative members of the 
Ministerium, so that body withdrew from the 
General Synod in 1823. Members of the 
Ministerium were wary of a centralized 
organization and the control it might exert over 
individual congregations. Ministerium pastoral 
candidates were still sent to Gettysburg 
Seminary for their theological training. 

By 1853, the Ministerium experienced 
a rise in its Lutheran identity and the 
importance of the Lutheran Confessions (the 
16th century documents that define who we are 
as Lutherans). It was in that year that the 
Ministerium rejoined the General Synod – until 
the outbreak of the American Civil War. 

 

Continued on following page... 
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Looking for a special card for your friends and family or for 

those special people who are far away?  Maybe a gift for that 

person who has everything?  St. Paul’s Christmas Cards are 

just what you are looking for.      

As part of our upcoming 150
th
 anniversary celebration we will 

be selling sets of 5 cards, each one with a picture of one of 

our beautiful stained glass windows.   

Sample cards will be available for viewing and ordering be-
ginning September 1

st
.  Payment is due at time of order and 

cards will be available for pickup at the church on November 
1

st
 just in time for the Christmas celebration. 

Christmas in September Card Sale  

Sign Up for Your Photo! 

 

Preparations for the 2017 - 150th Anniversary Pictorial Directory - are in 
full swing. Sign ups for photos will start on the weekend of August 13 & 
14. Weekends’ sign ups will take place before and after each service. 
Sign ups will continue through Sept. 17 & 18. This year, for the first 
time, you may also sign up for photos on St. Paul’s website stpaulsh.org! 

 
Photographs will be taken at St. Paul’s from September 27-30, October 1 
and October 4-8. Registration prior to the photo session will be held in 
the narthex. Sign up early so that you obtain an optimal time for you and 
your family to be photographed. Check photo times listed on the poster 
in the narthex. Pets are welcome! Your photo will make the Anniversary 
Directory complete! 
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by Larry Burke 
  
 Several people in my 
world have echoed the 
sentiment that churches are 
full of hypocrites. A 
hypocrite is defined as 
someone who says one thing 
and does another. Well, that 

can’t be me.  I live my life by God’s word, hear 
His voice, and do His will. Or do I? 

  I truly believe that everyone should be 
allowed to live life as he sees fit (as long as, of 
course, he is not hurting others).  Growing up, I 
remember my grandfather saying that people of 
a certain color had to be out of town before 
sundown. He would quote what the police 
officers would say, using a word that will never 
pass my lips.  Another family member in the 
1980s couldn’t have a conversation without 
condemning people who dated within their 
gender. Of course, he never really knew any of 
those individuals.  He thought he recognized 
them in public because boys didn’t pierce their 
ears.  It didn’t matter if it were the left ear or 
the right ear.  If a male had piercings, he was 
either a pirate or “one of those people.” I felt 
blessed that my world of 2000 something was 
free of such prejudice. I am not like past 
generations of my family. I am tolerant.   

Last year a sports legend of the 1970s 
decided he would rather live his life as a she.  
Wherever I turned, I had to see, hear, and 
almost experience the track and fielder’s 
transformation.  I’m never going to meet this 
person.  This person’s choices don’t affect my 
life or threaten my family in any way. Yet I 
could not handle it. I complained that it should 
not be on the television when young children 
were watching.  I would change the channel 
whenever it was mentioned.  I would show my 
disgust as I passed newsstands. I even made up 
raunchy jokes about the athlete. Then my 
teenager admonished me.  He told me everyone 

has the right to be happy.  “Why can’t you let 
other people be happy? You’re so intolerant.” 

Ouch. He was right. I was no different 
than the other Burke men before me.  I had 
discovered a whole new realm of intolerance. 
The thought of changing gender would never 
have been expressed, let alone embraced by the 
media of the 1970s. And I began to realize how 
often I scoffed at those different than I am.  I 
have even heard my grandfather’s voice come 
out of my mouth.  Current fashion trends 
include hair colors that are not genetic, piercing 
things that traditionally were free of holes, and 
people wanting to invest in what they 
euphemistically call body art.  I don’t have to 
imagine what my grandfather would say if he 
were still here, because one of his famous 
expressions has already exited my mouth:  
“When I was kid, you had to pay a nickel extra 
at the circus to see something like that.” Ouch 
again. Even in re-reading these words I see how 
my prejudice seeps from my subconscious and 
into my daily life.  I am not as tolerant as I 
thought. I have a long way to go. I need to love 
like I am loved. 

This is the first in what I hope to be a 
monthly column in the Chimes. Last time I 
wrote to tell you of how God sent me comfort 
and hope through a period of sorrow in my life.  
I wanted you to know that you are loved and 
you are not alone. Each of us has that one 
thing—that proverbial cross that we can’t bear, 
but have to endure.  Are churches are full of 
hypocrites?  Well, in my case, I realize I am 
one.  Every day that God gives me to grow and 
change, I continue to evolve…  and regress.  
Yet He loves me anyway. His grace is there for 
me.  And Grace is there for you, too, because 
you are loved and you are NOT alone. 
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Many thanks to each and every youth and adult 
who helped in any way with VBS 2016! Thank 
you to those who were leaders and their 
assistants in the classrooms, to those who 
helped with crafts, drama, clerical, behind-the-
scenes, games, snacks, the amazing mission 
center, the storyteller, or in any other way!! 
Thank you to those who helped get the building 
ready for VBS! 
 
Thank you to those of you who helped by 
donating items for snack or crafts! 
 
Thank you to the VBS planning team: Louise 
Hikade, Karen Platt, Robin Sperry, Heather 
Wood, and Pastor Jost. 
 
Thanks to our VBS nurse, Sharyn Lyden! 

 
And thank you to the VBS Director, Heather 
Wood! 
 
It was a great year! Everything went very 
smoothly, and we look forward to VBS 2017! 
 
Make sure you thank those involved and let 
them know how much they are appreciated! 
 
Volunteers do so many jobs at St. Paul’s that 
really enhance the ministry. You are very much 
appreciated.  
 

 

 

 
 

Help us Fill the Bulletin Board with Travel Pictures/Bulletins! 

Where will St. Paul’s Travel this Summer? 

Bring us a postcard or a digital image 

of where you have traveled or a bulletin of where you 

attended church while away. 

We will post it on the bulletin board 

in the narthex. 

Safe travels! 
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reJOYce School 
news for August: 

 
Thank you to those of you 
who joined us at Iron Hill 
Restaurant on July 13th!  
It was a great turnout and 
it seemed everyone had a 

good time as well as good food. 
 
Thank you to everyone (especially VBS 
volunteers and our summer camp staff) for 
working around the assorted updates to the 
education wing that have been taking place this 
summer:  the hallway and classrooms are 
freshly painted, new windows have gone in, 
and the hallway carpeting will be replaced in 
early August. 
 
Our teachers will return near the end of August 
to prep their rooms, prepare their lessons, and 
bring the hallway “back to life” in time for 
school.  reJOYce will start up again on 
Tuesday, September 6th.  We can hardly wait! 
 
Enrollment for the 2016-17 school year is on-
going.  So far we have 43 children enrolled in 
our various programs for fall.  Space is still 
available in some classes!   
 
New brochures are ready and available in the 
narthex.  If you have a friend or neighbor with 
a preschool-aged child, please feel free to take 
a copy to share.  reJOYce offers both 
traditional part-time preschool classes for ages 
2-1/2 though 5 AND full-day programs for 
ages 3-5.   
 
JOYfull House offers before and after-school 
options for local families with transportation 
provided to and from Hainesport School.  
Check us out!  More information is available 
on-line at www.rejoyceschool.org.   
 

For enrollment information, please call Karen 
Boettge at 267-1443, or send an email to 
rejoyceschool@stpaulsh.org.  Mrs. Boettge will 
be in the office a couple mornings each week 
this summer to check mail, reply to emails, and 
follow-up on any phone calls. 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

 

Monday Night 
Bible Study Resumes 

September 12th—7:00 PM 
In the Study House 

 
Tuesday Night 

Bible Study Resumes 
September 13th—6:30 PM 

In the Study House 
The Book of Hebrews 

 
Thursday Night 

Book Club Will Resume 
In September 
Watch for the 

Book List! 
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Sunday School Begins, Sunday, September 18 
10:30 – 11:30 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Hear St. Paul’s Kids ROAR! 

Come, Find out what it means to ROAR 
at St. Paul’s Sunday School! 

 

+ PreK + 

Kindergarten + Gr. 1 

Gr. 2 + 3  

Gr. 4 + 5  

Gr. 6 + 7 
 

Where the Bible, God, and Jesus Come to Life! 
Where the Holy Spirit inspires us! 

Where St. Paul’s Kids ROAR! 
 

Questions? Bev Grazioli « beverly.j@outlook.com « 856-234-2963 

Sunday School Teachers and Helpers Needed! 
 

We are in need of Sunday School leaders and helpers! 

NO Experience, necessary… It’s so easy, really! 

Contact Bev to share in the joy of Sunday School! 

 beverly.j@outlook.com « 856-234-2963 

Sunday School…  Where we ROAR! 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/
mailto:rejoyceschool@stpaulsh.org
mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjx0Pzh6YnOAhWI2R4KHaE_BgoQjRwIBw&url=https://openclipart.org/detail/208781/alpine-landscape-rock-rubble-01d-al1&bvm=bv.127984354,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNF1UgvkyYZ0PcjUv4n-Gr_
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDjfyA4InOAhUK1R4KHRUACwIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartsource.com/baby-clipart-lions-live/&psig=AFQjCNHwHMHUbbmfffDsqxeRUnz4tej5cA&ust=1469368858746605
mailto:beverly.j@comcast.net
mailto:beverly.j@outlook.com
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As summer begins to wind down and we move into fall, there are many learning 
opportunities in the congregation from Bible studies, Sunday School, Choirs, Catechism 
classes, First Communion Classes, and New Member Classes just to name a few! 

Here are some schedules and dates for you: 
 

Catechism (7th and 8th Graders) classes are from 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

 

 September 7* and 21     *Parent/Guardian must attend the first class with the student 

 October 5, 19, and 26 (26th at Mt. Holly Historic Prison) 

 Oct 30 (evening) is the RefCon (Confirmation, youth led family worship with 
catechism students from other congregations, right here at St. Paul’s) 

 November 2, 16 (16th at Lutheran Crossings) and 30 

 December 7 and 21 

 January 4 and 18 

 February 1 (Islamic Center) and 15 

 March 15 (St. Andrew’s) and 29 

 April 5 and 26 

 May 3,17, and 24 

 Confirmation (8th graders who completed two years of classes) is Sunday June 4th at 
11:00 AM 

 

First Communion Classes: 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00 – 3:30 PM 

Wednesday, September 28, 7:00 -7:30 PM 

First Communion is the weekend of October 1 and 2 

 

New Member Classes: 

Sunday, September 25, 2:00-4:00 PM 

Sunday, October 2, 2:00-4:00 PM  

Tuesday, October 4, 7:30 – 9:00 PM 

Sunday, October 16,  4:00-6:00 PM (dinner) 

Weekend of October 29 and 30—new members received at all services.  

Youth & Family Ministry 
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August Food Collection 

 
Healthy Snacks, Boxed Drinks, 

Peanut Butter & Jelly, 
Easy lunch items 

All items appreciated! 
Place your donations 

on the hutch 
in the narthex 

 
 
 
 

World Hunger 
 

Are you filling your 
banks for World Hunger? 

Place them in the 
plastic container 

in the narthex 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Social Ministry 
Luncheon 

 
Interested in Social 
Ministry? Want to know 
what it’s all about? Come 
sit around the table for 
lunch and learn! 

 
When?  

September 18 at 

12:05 after the 11 
o'clock service. 

 
What to Bring? 

Nothing but your interest and ideas. Lunch will 
be provided! 

 
Besides information and new ideas, we will 
check calendar dates and discuss the next 
Senior Luncheon, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving 
Baskets, and Christmas gifts. 

  

RSVP to Pat Headrick 609-234-7851. 

 

 

Car Show Update 
 

There will be no Car 

Show this fall, but watch 

for planning to begin in 

January for a 2017 event. 

Help would be welcome. 

Contact Pat Headrick if 

you are interested. 
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Two Collections Begin: 
 

New Visions Homeless Day 
Shelter in Camden 

 
Hot weather brings more clients inside to New 
Visions during the day to escape the heat and 
recover in air conditioning.  Having access to 
showers and the laundry facility provides 
comfort to our clients in this excessive 
heat.  So demands on our toiletry supply during 
this time of year have created a deficit in our 
supplies.  

 

We are in need of: 

NEW  Razors 

Shaving Cream 

Tooth Paste and Tooth Brushes 

Deodorant 

Soap 

Shampoo 

Feminine Products 

 
Travel size is ok also.  Any new or gently used 
towels and sheets are also appreciated.  Drop 
off in the laundry basket in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lutheran World Relief 

Project Promise 
Build Kits of Care 
School Supplies 

 
Imagine having to choose between a meal or 
purchasing a notebook. Project Promise School 
Kits are sent to places where even the few 
required school supplies may be more than a 
family can afford. Pencils and paper can help 
write a positive future.  
 
We will be collecting the following items: 
 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-

ruled paper 
 Rulers 
 Pencil sharpener 
 Blunt scissors 
 Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 
 Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
 Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons 
 2 1/2 inch eraser 
 
Watch for the giant backpack in the narthex to 
hold your donations. 
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From Karen Platt 
 
 

 

 

 

Youth should sign up to attend the church 
picnic on September 11 at 12:30 PM. Sign up 
with a partner for the corn hole tournament, 
help with kids activities (water balloons, 
tattoos, games) eat great food and have a great 
time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will resume regular meetings on September 
25 at 6:30 PM in the study house. (Generally 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC MATTERS by 
Denisemarie Ramos 
August 2016 
      

Google defines the term 
rock star as a famous and 
successful singer or 
performer of rock music; 
a person treated as a 

celebrity, especially in inspiring fanatical 
admiration. 

 
I have a lot of admiration for the people whom I 
consider to be rock stars—the musicians of the 
9:30 service. They do not break for the summer. 
They are here every Tuesday night rehearsing 
and worshipping and playing music every 
Sunday morning. 

 

Although I personally thank them every week 
for their service, I wanted to share my gratitude 
for these people who are so generous with their 
time and talent. Even if you don’t attend the 
9:30 service, I know you appreciate the 
commitment they have to the church. 

 

Larry Burke, Melissa Headrick, Pat Jambor, 
John Moceri, Andy Opperman, Val Ramos and 
Krissy Soltesz — Thank you!  
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Pastoral Acts for July 

 
Baptisms: Isley Harley Wynne. 
 
Funerals: None. 
 
Weddings: Kari Jost & Cory Anthony. 

Still Alice 
 
The 2016 Sacred Heart 
summer ‘read the book—
see the movie project’ is 
going to be dramatically 
different than past 
programs. The story that 
we will undertake is Still 
Alice a riveting novel by 
Lisa Genova and a 
heartbreaking movie, 
starring Oscar winning 
Julianne Moore. 
 
Still Alice is the story 

about a brilliant professional woman, Alice 
Howland, who has been diagnosed with the 
early-onset of Alzheimer’s disease at 50 years 
of age. The impact of Alzheimer’s on Alice 
and her family will strike each of us in the 
heart and soul as we read the novel and then 
see Still Alice. 
 
Then, on Sunday, October 2nd at 1:30 PM, we 
will see the film Still Alice at the Burlington 
County Library Auditorium (5 Pioneer Blvd., 
Westampton) and then what will follow the 
screening is certain to be special and important. 
Deacon Jim Casa (Sacred Heart Church) and 
Lee Gillis, CALA (Executive Director of 
Brookdale Senior Living, Florence) will co-
facilitate a panel discussion that will include: 
patients and family members who are 
struggling with the disease; and an elder care 
attorney. The audience will be encouraged to 
engage the panel in a lively question/answer 
forum about this disease and the story. 
 
So, for now, begin your reading of Still Alice 
and save the date of October 2nd. Please call 
Deacon Jim at (609) 702-1848, Ext 305 if you 
have questions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Seeking Director of Youth/

Family Faith Life 
 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior in Haddonfield, 
NJ has created a part-time (20 hours/week) 
position to oversee and expand their faith 
formation and youth ministries. 
 
A background in education is preferred. 
Candidate is expected to strengthen family 
faith formation and life within the congregation 
as well as expand into the community at large, 
and support current programs, including 
Sunday School, Confirmation and Youth 
Ministry, 
 
Further information and where to direct 
inquiries can be found in the church office. 
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August Card Shower to: 

Shirley Worthington 

20 Deep Hollow Ln N 

Columbus, NJ 08022 

 

 

From the Associate 
Pastor 
 
This month I want to dive 
into the catechism and 

explore a commandment that I haven't written 
about in a while.  The fifth commandment: You 
are not to kill,  deals with individuals.  Luther 
states that in Matthew 5 Jesus explains and 
summarizes this commandment that “we must 
not kill, either by hand, heart, word, by signs or 
gestures, or by aiding and abetting.”  We often 
think that this commandment deals only with 
the actual act of taking another person’s life.  
There are many ways we humans can kill and 
injure one another.  The old saying that sticks 
and stones may break my bones, but words will 
never hurt me is wrong.  Many times words can 
injure us just as much, if not more so.  Many of 
us, even though we do not actually commit 
murder, curse others and wish horrible things 
on people that if they did actually come true 
would destroy them.   
 
We are not to harm anyone by word or deed, we 
should not advocate harming anyone, and we 
should not be hostile toward anyone. Instead we 
should do good for our neighbors by protecting 
them and preventing harm.  Luther also states 
that that if  you turn a naked or homeless person 
away or fail to feed a hungry person you are 
violating this commandment because you are 
letting them freeze or starve to death.  We are to 
show kindness and love to all people.   
 
As I was reading through my large catechism 
the other day, this all struck me as I heard about 
more shootings, as the Internet and media 
talked about people killing cops and cops 
killing unarmed people.  It struck me as I heard 
more of the awful political rhetoric and bashing 
from both parties and as people on Facebook 
attacked one another for the politicians they 
support, their thoughts on myriad things, etc.  It 

struck me as I stumbled upon articles and 
documentaries talking about the disappearing 
middle class, where the middle class is being 
pushed into poverty while the rich get richer, 
something that was the norm before the world 
wars. 
 
After I wallowed in my sorrow with some ice 
cream, I began to realize something.  This is a 
great time to be a Christian!  What a blessing it 
is to be an active part of a faith community. In 
church we try our best to support and uplift one 
another instead of killing each other with words 
or actions.  We try our best to feed the hungry. 
We follow a God who loves us radically, who 
loves us to the point of dying for us so our sins 
would be wiped away, and we are freed to live 
anew to share that radical love with others and 
bear the kingdom of God in this sinful world. 
We carry the light into the darkness and give 
hope to the world. 
 
 
Kolb, Robert and Wengert, Timothy, ed. 2000. The 
Book of Concord.  “The Large Catechism” p 411  
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 Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 

 When people comment 
about how busy our congregation is, they 

always want to know when our “down time” is. 
They want to know when is that extended 
period of time when we get to kick back and 
relax for a prolonged period of time. For 
several years, I have answered the question 
“August 15th”. They respond “You mean the 
down time starts on August 15th?” and I reply 
“No, the down time IS August 15th!” 

 We don’t change our worship schedule 
for the summer, so we still offer four services 
each weekend. Most of the worship bands still 
practice throughout the summer, knowing that 
they are called upon to lead worship each week. 
Because both Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Narcotics Anonymous are such important 
healing ministries, we keep the doors open so 
both of those groups can continue meeting here 
and continue to rebuild lives. 

 No sooner will Vacation Bible School 
pack things up for another year then we will be 
having the Sunday School teachers coming in 
and getting rooms ready for a new academic 
year. Of course, they may have to work around 
the children and adults who will be here for the 
reJOYce School summer camp offerings. 

 But by August 15th, most of those 
activities are in our rearview mirror or just far 
enough away that we don’t have to think about 
them on that day. We can breathe in and 
breathe out and leisurely think about the new 
program year that will be ready to start next 
month. 

 Cherub Choir, Chapel Choir, Chi Rho 
Choir, Christus Choir, Chorale – all restart in 
September. Praise Band starts up in September. 
Sunday School classes, catechism class and 
small-group Bible studies all start up again next 
month. And people come back home after 
extended vacations. 

 But that’s all next month. For now, we 
revel in the warmth of God’s sun and refresh 
ourselves in the cooling waters of the ocean, a 
lake or our own backyard pool. We make the 
time to get together with family and friends and 
give our thanks to God that God has created us 
to be people who yearn for relationships. That’s 
why I like Genesis 2 better than Genesis 1. In 
the second chapter, God talks to Adam and Eve 
and God offers advice and, even when God gets 
mad at the two of them, God stays in a 
relationship with them. It reminds me of 
August, a time when people are away from the 
church building, but they are still in a 
relationship with us as the congregation 
because all of us are in a relationship with God. 

 So, I pray, I hope you enjoy these 
remaining days of the Summer of ’16. Find 
time to relax, find time to pray, find time to be 
reminded of how special a person you are 
because you have been created in the image of 
God. The God who created the sun and the 
stars, the rain and the wind, all that grows and 
all that breathes upon the face of the Earth is 
the same God who created you to be a child of 
God. In Genesis 1, we are reminded that even 
God had “down time”, for it was after six days 
of creation that God rested on the seventh. 

 Whether it is August 15th or a whole 
week of August 15ths, take that time with 
which God has gifted you for recreation, or “re-
creation”, as I like to think of it. And when the 
15th rolls around, drive past our practically 
empty driveway and celebrate God’s gift of 
relaxation and renewal! 

     
 In peace, 

 Pastor David Jost 
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St. Paul’s will be 
conducting its third 
annual flu shot 
clinic on 
Wednesday, 
September 14 
beginning at 10:30 
AM. This year we 
will be offering 
DPT boosters, the 
Shingles vaccine as 
well as the 

pneumococcal pneumonia vaccine and the 
regular and high dose flu shots. 
 
Because there is a co-pay for the Shingles 
shots, a copy of your supplemental insurance 
card must accompany the registration forms. 
These will be submitted to the Rite Aid 
Pharmacy conducting the clinic in order to 
determine what your co-pay will be. They will 
contact you directly with this information, 
which will enable you to decide whether to get 
the shot or not. 
 
There is no cost for the pneumonia shot, as it is 
covered by Medicare, as is the flu shot. 
 
Any questions, call Sharyn Lyden at (609) 893-
6349. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The Red Cross blood drive was a complete 

success!  Our goal was 22 donations, and the 
Red Cross received 23.   

 
Thank you to everyone who came to donate or 
told someone else about the drive to come and 
donate. 

 
The Red Cross was very pleased with the turn 
out and very grateful for the support St. Paul's 
has given them for many years. 

 

 Donna DeCillis 

 

 ——————————- 

 
St. Paul’s, 

Just wanted to thank you for all my cards and 
phone calls. Miss you all. 

 Take care, 

 Arlene Kay 

 

Phone Directory 

Copies of the new church phone directory are available in the church 

narthex. One copy per family, please. Any time you have a change in 

your directory information, please let the church office know: (609) 

267-0740 or stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org. 
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Dear Kenny Rogers and Rita Hayworths (I call you 
that because both of them, like the Olympics, have 
had five rings.), 

 Yes, it’s August in a presidential election 
year, which means it’s also time for the Summer 
Olympic games. Everyone is getting Olympic Fever, 
especially those persons in Rio de Janeiro who have 
been bitten by a mosquito and now have the Zika 
virus! 

 I always enjoy watching the Olympics, 
watching the variety of amateur athletes giving their 
all for the sake of their country. “Citius, 
Altius, Fortius” – the Olympic motto – 
will be heard over the airwaves. This is 
Latin for “Faster, Higher and Braver”, 
the goals of every Olympic competitor. 

 The Olympic flag will be 
marched into the Olympic Stadium and 
the people will cheer as the Olympic Hymn is 
played. Did you know that the five colors on the five 
inter-locking rings include the colors used in every 
flag of every nation? There is a sense of “we’re all 
in this together” that comes over me every time I see 
that flag carried in. It’s nice to think that we can put 
ideas of warfare on a back-burner for sixteen days 
while athletes compete in the Spirit of the Olympics. 
I look forward to the Games. 

 Some others who have lived in Hollywood 
have also looked forward to the games, except theirs 
was the game of marriage. They must have thought 
of it as a game, because there doesn’t seem to be 
any serious commitment behind what they did! 

 Eddie Fisher, pop singer of the 1950s, was 
married five times, one of them to Elizabeth Taylor 
(she who wore eight different wedding rings!). Hard 
to believe that the man who sang “You Can’t Be 
True, Dear” and “I’ll Hold You in my Heart” had so 
much trouble doing either! One of his final hits was 
“Games That Lovers Play”, summing up my 
thoughts completely! 

 Martin Scorsese does well in the movie 
industry, but not so well in the marriage category, 
having marriages that lasted six years, one year, 
three years, and six years. His current wife has  

been married to him for seventeen years! She is a  

descendent of one of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence, which recently celebrated its 240th 
anniversary. Take that for longevity, Marty! 

  

 Billy Bob Thornton has presented five 
wedding rings, and his longevity record is not much 
better: 2, 2, 2, 4, 3 and currently, two. Watch out, 
Mrs. Thornton the Fifth – your time is short! 

 Geraldo Rivera and Lorenzo Lamas are 
other Hollywood stars that have presented five 
rings, chuckling (I’m sure) as they said the words 
“Until death do us part.” 

 But it’s not just Hollywood. In the fourth 
chapter of the Gospel of John, Jesus meets a woman 
who has been married five times, and the man with 

whom she lives is not her 
husband. So this business of five 
rings was popular way before the 
modern day Olympics came into 
being. (The Olympic Games have 
been around since 776 BCE, but 
who’s counting?)  

 I guess that’s why I like being around 
practicing Christians, like you guys. You tend to 
take this marriage business pretty seriously. I don’t 
see many of you slipping in and out of married 
relationships as if your spouse came with a two-year 
warranty. You do a thing at your church every 
February where you celebrate couples that have 
stayed in committed relationships over the short 
haul as well as the long haul. I like that. It is a good 
role model for the children in your congregation. 
Your pastor shared with me a quote from the 
American comedian Groucho Marx: “Marriage is a 
wonderful institution, but who wants to live in an 
institution?” (Full disclosure: Mr. Marx was married 
three times, and divorced – three times.) 

 Marriage is actually instituted by God 

(check out the Book of Genesis), so it comes to us as 
a gift from God. Fortunately, we don’t have to wait 
four years for a wedding ceremony to take place! 
Many people get married and stay married – I would 
say they run rings around me!  

  

 Your faithful correspondent, 

 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are Welcome 

Bring your Friends and Family! 

DJ * Karaoke * Games * Prizes * Face Painting 

Sunday, September 11
th

—12:30 PM 

 

Sign Up Today for the 

Potluck, Second Annual  

Corn Hole Tournament, 
and Eating Contest! 
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SAINT PAUL’S EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
910 Marne Highway 

 Hainesport, NJ  08036-2666 

       Office Phone No.:     609.267.0740 
                              Fax:     609.267.3798 

E-Mail: stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org 
Website: stpaulsh.org 

 

The Reverend Dr. David B. Jost 
Senior Pastor  

The Reverend Laura Esposito 
Associate Pastor  

 
 

Denisemarie Ramos, Director of Music 
 

reJOYce Christian School 
For children 2 1/2 years—Kindergarten  

 

JOYfull House  
Extended Care Program For children ages 3—13 

 

609.267.1443 
Karen Boettge, Director 

 

Sunday School Director: Beverly Grazioli, 
beverly.j@outlook.com 
 

 All Congregation Council meetings are 
open to YOU. Congregational Council 
Minutes are available after each month’s 
meeting.  You can find copies of the minutes 
on the table in the narthex.  Please feel free 
to take a copy and become better informed.  
Copies of the Church Constitution are also 
available in the office. 

 

ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 Rooted in God’s unconditional love,  
the congregation of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

commits mind, body, spirit and treasure 
to make all people disciples of Christ, to share God’s abundance and  

to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed. 

   CHIMES articles are due the 15th of each month or as announced.   
  Please leave articles in the church secretary’s mailbox, 

e-mail them to stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org or bring them to the church office 
between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 
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St. Paul’s Church Staff 

Senior Pastor     The Reverend Dr. David B. Jost  
Associate Pastor    The Reverend Laura Esposito 
Business Manager      Karen McMahon  
Church Secretary  Rosanne Scassero 
Sexton  Mark Moore 
            
 
 

Our Music Ministers 
Director of Music  Denisemarie Ramos 
 Ark Angels Band 
 Capstone Band 
 Same Spirit Band 
 The Christus Choir 
 Praise Band 
Cherub Choir Director            Karen Boettge 
Chapel Choir Directors Jackie Smith   
Chi Rho Choir Director               Sandra Jost 
Handbell Director Jackie Smith 
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Worship Services: 

 
Saturday, 7:30 PM 

   
Sunday, 8:00 AM 
 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 
 
Sunday, 11:00 AM 
 
Sunday School: 
10:30—11:30 AM (will resume 
September 18th) 
  

 
    
 
 

 

Staff E-mail Addresses: 
 

Pastor Jost:         drdavidjost@stpaulsh.org 
Laura Esposito    laura.esposito@comcast.net 
Denisemarie Ramos:    navigator268@yahoo.com 
Karen Boettge:    rejoyceschool@comcast.net 
Rosanne Scassero: 
 stpaulslutheran@stpaulsh.org 
Karen McMahon:    stpaulsfinance@stpaulsh.org 
 

Pastor David Jost                           
Pastor Laura Esposito 
                   

Vice President 
    Louise Hikade                          
 

Treasurer 
    Wayne Simpson                         
 

Congregation Secretary 
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Recording Secretary 
    Ken Hibbert 
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    Ann Lopez 
 

Property Committee 
    Rob Dolge 
     

Discipleship Team 
      Erick Soles 
      Eric Van Laarhoven 
 

Finance Team 
     Wayne Simpson            
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     Wes Smith 
 

Social Ministry Committee 
      Jennifer Cripps 
      Louise Hikade    
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    Staff 
 

reJOYce School Board 
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