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Dear Bliss/Confusion/Shock, (I’m sorry – I 
don’t know what state I’m in!) 
 In 1674, what is currently New Jersey 
was divided into West New Jersey and East 
New Jersey. Perth Amboy was designated the 
capital of East New Jersey and Burlington was 
the capital of West New Jersey.  The last 
governor of West New Jersey was William 
Franklin, the illegitimate son of 
Benjamin Franklin. During the 
American Revolution, William sided 
with the British and Benjamin sided 
with the colonists. When the 
Revolutionary War ended, William was 
run out of town. The end of the War 
also brought about the unification of 
New Jersey. Or so people thought. 
 Today, it is no longer West and 
East New Jersey that divide us – it is 
North Jersey and South Jersey. (What 
other state talks about itself like that? 
What other state chops its name in 
half? Do people ever say “I’m from North 
Rida” if they live in Tallahassee?) No one 
seems to know where the exact border is 
between North Jersey and South Jersey. I have 
heard tell it is exit 8 of the New Jersey 
Turnpike. I’ve heard tell it’s where your radio 
automatically switches from Philadelphia radio 
stations to New York radio stations. I’ve heard 
tell it’s where you stop getting jimmies on your 
ice cream cone and begin to get sprinkles. 
 One of the biggest dividing lines seems 
to be sports team’s allegiance. If you live in 
North Jersey, you cheer for the Yankees, Mets, 
Giants, Jets, Knicks, Devils, Rangers or 
Islanders. If you live in South Jersey, you cheer 
for the Phillies, Eagles, 76ers, or the Flyers. 
Woe to the person who wears a New York 
jersey to a Philadelphia game! Woe to the 
person sitting at a South Jersey bar who asks 
for a New York game to be shown on the 
television! Lines get drawn in the sand (Asbury 
Park for the north; LBI for the south) and fights 
ensue. 

  
 

 But what about the people who are 
born in New York City and find themselves  
living in southern New Jersey? Shouldn’t they 
be allowed to embrace their allegiance from the 
past? Does it always have to be an “us and 
them” situation? 
 That’s one of the areas where sports 
and the Church differ. St. Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians: “When I was a child, I 
spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child; when 
I became an adult, I put an end to 
childish ways.” St. Paul was 
encouraging the readers to put away 
things of their past and be free to 
live their new life in Christ. In our 
singing of hymns, we sing: “In 
Christ now meet both East and 
West, in Him meet North and 
South; all Christly souls are one in 
Him throughout the whole wide 
earth.” As Christian New Jersey 

residents have done away with their west and 
east distinctions, perhaps it is time to put away 
our north and south distinctions as well. 
 Your congregation is blessed with two 
pastors. The one was born in this region, yet 
she continues to root for the New York 
Yankees. Why? No one seems to be able to 
explain this. Your other pastor was born in 
New York City and continues to root for the 
New York Mets. Why? Obviously, he is a man 
of great wisdom and geographical allegiance. 
You are a favored people to have both of these 
leaders among you. 
 As for me, I have always been a big fan 
of the Jacob and Esau story, so, naturally, I am 
a fan of the Minnesota Twins. 
 Happy Thanksgiving to all of my 
friends in the UNITED New Jersey! 
     
 Your faithful correspondent, 
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell   
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Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday,  November 25—7:30 PM 

Come worship & give thanks! 
Praise Band will be leading worship 

Scarves for Scholars for College Sophomores 
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Dear Friends, 
 I usually use this 
space to try to be upbeat and 
forward-looking, but I think I 

need to change my approach for one 
month. 
 Our congregation is in some dire 
financial straits. After saying good-bye to 
Pastor Stoner and saying hello to Pastor 
Esposito, who came to us at a lower financial 
level than Pastor Stoner left us, and saying 
good bye to Youth and Family 
minister Karla May and not 
refilling that position, we are still 
struggling to meet daily expenses 
of the congregation. 
 It is not because the 
Congregation Council presented an 
extravagant spending plan to the 
congregation back in February. As 
usual, the Council struggled to pare 
down the spending plan to a 
number that we could live with and 
still offer the Christ-centered 
ministries we have become 
accustomed to offering, both for ourselves and 
others.  
 It is not because we have launched 
extravagant building projects, although we 
have tried to keep up with regular maintenance 
issues. 
 It does seem to be because too many of 
our members consider their weekly offering to 
be a user’s fee, meaning if they don’t come to 
worship – they don’t have to pay. When our 
summer attendance took a nasty dip, that had 
an adverse effect on what we were able to do 
and who we were able to pay. It has forced us 
to be creative in how we pay for ministries. 

Of the four pastors who came and 
preached here this summer, two came from our 
Synod office, so they were not compensated by 
funds from us. The two who were financially 
compensated for their time and talent were paid 
from a sabbatical leave grant that I had received 
in the spring; not from our general fund. 

Vacation Bible School paid its own 
way through the collection of registration fees, 
without affecting our general fund. 

There was a massive leak in the water 
pipe that leads from the street to the Mission 
House. Repairs were made to get water back 
into the Mission House, and those repairs were 
paid for out of bequest monies as an emergency 
repair, not from our general fund. 

But diminishing attendance took its toll 
on our financial picture, and now the Council is 

asking the finance team to draw up 
two 2016 spending plans: one 
which will maintain our staffing 
level where it is, and a second one 
that will take our sexton and 
secretary to half-time status, and 
eliminate the position of associate 
pastor all together. The latter may 
have to be our financial position as 
we enter the new calendar year. 
I have not found one person who is 
happy about that prospect, but I 
have found several people who 
have said “We can’t keep doing 

what we are doing and expect to be able to 
offer the ministries we currently offer.” Therein 
lies the hurt: our congregation has had a 
reputation for generous and faithful 
stewardship for well over fifty years. We have 
found ways to do the things we have wanted 
done for ourselves, while at the same time 
remembering those in poverty, hunger and 
want. I do not want to see that tradition end. 

I’ve been told that the church talks too 
much about money. If you feel that way, please 
turn the page. If you understand that the church 
requires money to operate on a daily basis, then 
I will ask you to prayerfully consider your role 
as a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran in helping 
us move our ministries forward. Thank you. 
Especially in the name of those who are helped 
through your regular offerings – thank you. 

    
 In peace, 

Pastor David Jost 
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Candle Decorating 
Thursday, December 3rd 

1:00 PM 
Music Room 

 

This has been a tradition since Donald Schupp 
was our pastor at St. Paul’s. It’s a Moravian 
tradition. Each color on the candles represents 
a church season. The “tutus” are made out of 
colored tissue.  Each “tutu” is precisely cut by 
hand.  
 
It’s a reverent tradition held by many of our 
long-time members, especially when we sing 
“Silent Night” on Christmas Eve. 
 

This is a true labor of LOVE! 
 
If you have questions, please contact Margie 
Coughlin at (609) 267-6833. 
 
 

TIME TO 
ORDER 

POINSETTIAS 
 

If you would like to order 
a poinsettia to beautify 
the church during the 
Christmas Season, please 

use the order blank below or indicate your 
choice on the Christmas flower envelope in 
your packet. The price of a poinsettia is $7.00. 
Please indicate if you wish to honor someone 
or to dedicate it in memory of someone. Your 
order must be received in the office no later 
than November 30th. There will be no 
exceptions in order to have the correct 
number of  poinsettias. 
 
 

I wish to order _________ Poinsettias 
               (total number of plants) 
A variety of colors of Poinsettias will be 
ordered. After Christmas Eve you may select 
your favorite(s) out of those ordered to take 
home. 
 
Write the sentiment as you wish it to appear in 
list of donors. 
TO HONOR: 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

 

Please pick up your plant as soon as possible 
after the 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship 
Service. Enjoy it yourself or deliver it to 
someone who needs some special Christmas 
cheer. 
 

 
My Name: ____________________________ 
 

My Envelope Number Is: ________________ 
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St. Paul’s Golden Oldies 
Christmas Celebration 

Covered Dish Luncheon 
Thursday, December 10, 2015 

11:30 AM in the Parish Hall 

 
 

Bring your favorite cover dish and a $5.00 gift for exchange.   
 Beverage and dessert will be provided. 

Come out and celebrate this wonderful Christmas Season. 
 

Questions? Call  Laura Pagenkopf  267-0669 
or Joan Thompson  267-1470 

St. Paul’s Christmas 
Post Office 
 
Beginning the weekend of November 28th/29th 
St. Paul’s Post Office will be open in the 
Narthex for the Christmas season.  This will 
allow members to “mail” their Christmas card 
greetings to other members by simply 
dropping their cards unstamped in the Narthex 
mail box.  We will then separate the cards by 
name and make them available for pick up in 
the Narthex.  THE CARDS WILL NOT BE 
MAILED. 

This is a way for members to send other 
members their greetings without incurring the 
expense of postage.  It’s up to you, of course, 
but you may want to consider spending your 
“savings” by donating the amount you saved to 
the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. 
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From  

Pastor Esposito, 

Associate Pastor 
 

 This month starts off with all Saints 
Day on the first and then we head to 
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas.  I 
always pause at this time of year and reflect on 
those wonderful saints who helped shape my 
faith. Wonderful saints who volunteered their 
time and energy to teach me in Sunday 
School— people like Ms. Christine, Mrs. 
Green, Mr. Topham. I give thanks for folks 
who took time to run youth group and youth 
events and pastor who trained me to serve as 
acolyte, lay reader, and worship assistant.  
Folks who thanked me for my wonderful 
trumpet playing when all of us really knew it 
was far from wonderful.  People who made 
sure we had food to eat.  I give thanks for 
people at church who took time to ask and truly 
find out how I was and am doing.  I give thanks 
for my brothers and sisters in Christ and for all 
the saints who have gone before us. 
 I am thankful for Doris, a retired 
school teacher and member of the congregation 
I was raised in, who adopted my mom as a 
daughter and me as a grandkid.  She taught me 
hymnody, baseball stats, helped turn my failing 
spelling grade into a B, taught me new prayers 
at the dinner table and attempted to play Paper 
Boy with me on Nintendo. She’d make her 
famous stew whenever someone was sick.  She 
made the best paper dolls. 
 I am thankful for Pastor Smith, who 
would visit when I was home sick and read me 
Bible stories.  He patiently listened to and 
answered my seemingly endless questions and 
secretly enjoyed my rebellions in Sunday 
School, catechism class, and in Catholic High 
School.  He always encouraged me to ask 
questions, think and reflect deeply. He was 
there with my mom and me at Doris’ bedside 
when she died and presided at her funeral. He, 

his daughters, and my father instilled a love for 
the New York Yankees in me even if it wasn’t 
Doris’ beloved Phillies. 
 I have been blessed with so many 
saints in my life that I could fill a book with 
their names and memories of them.  These 
folks helped shape who I am, shared God’s 
love with me, carried me along in the faith 
when I was struggling—everyday folks who 
lived out the Christian vocation in all that they 
said and did.  Christians who had the whole 
saint and sinner thing going, but carried God’s 
love with them everywhere.   
 They were regular folks who carried 
out the mission of the church one check, one 
Sunday School class or youth group meeting, 
one fellowship time, one pot of stew, one Bible 
story read to a child, one kind, hearty welcome, 
one choir practice or committee meeting at a 
time. These were folks who carried out the 
mission of the church, worked to instill the 
gospel in others, and prayed and supported the 
church into the future.  

 
 

 Can You Help? 

Christmas Gifts for Families! 

 

It’s again that time of year 
to reach out to others 
during the holidays! We 
will have the wish list of 
the children on cards on a 
Christmas tree in the 
narthex the weekend of 
November 21st and 22nd! 

THE CARD MUST COME BACK WITH 
THE GIFTS! If you would like to purchase a 
gift card for the family, this would be a good 
time to participate in the church’s gift card 
fundraiser (See page 11). Questions? Contact 
Carin Sutton (856) 780-5443. Gifts are due 
back before December 6th. 
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November Event: 
November 17th 

 
 

 
Dinner at 6:00 PM 

Menu: 
Chili 

Cornbread 
Chicken Nuggets 

Rice Pudding 
Activity:  Thanksgiving candy 
bags for our community helpers 

  
Children’s Choirs 6:30 PM 

Fun Intergenerational Event 
at 7:00 PM 

Dismissal around 7:30 PM 
Watch for Sign Up 

On the Bulletin Board 

 
 

Are You a Veteran? 
Information Needed: 
 
If you are new to the 
congregation since November 

2014 or if you have not been included on the 
veteran list and are a veteran who served in the 
armed forces (not currently serving), please let 
the church office know. (609) 267-0740 or 
stpaulslutheran@comcast.net. 

 
We  will be publishing a list of veterans in the 
congregation the weekend before Veteran’s 
Day (November 7/8). Help us keep it up to 
date. 

 
We also need pictures of Veterans in service! 
Bring them to the church office for scanning 
and they will be immediately returned to you. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

10:30—11:30 AM 

Age PreK—6th Grade 

On a Disciples 1st Sunday, 

Sunday School is from 12:45—1:45 PM 

In December, it’s December 6th 

21 

Bring in used clothing 

you wish to donate and 

place it in the big box 

in the narthex 

Collection Ends 

November 10 
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This month, since we 
celebrate Veterans 
Day and Thanksgiving 
and Christmas will 
soon be here, instead 
of picking someone to 

send a card to, we are encouraging you to look 
at the list of these individuals residing in 
facilities or shut-in at home and think about 
making a visit to someone or sending one or 
more of them a card of cheer. 
 

Masonic Home: 
902 Jacksonville Rd 

Burlington, NJ 08016 
Vera Jensen—2422 

Nancy McKeown—331 N 
Fran Craig—128 S 

Miriam Prickett—194 S 
Edna King—101 S 

Bill Gardner—214 S 
 

Aspen Hills: 
600 Pemberton-Brown Mills Rd 

Pemberton, NJ 08068 
Walt Cliver 

 
Home: 

June Henning 
1 Horseshoe Ln 

Columbus, NJ 08022 
Jerry Zarkos 

44 Country Club Rd 
Willingboro, NJ 08046 

 
Virtua Rehab 

62 Richmond Ave 
Lumberton, NJ 08048 

Len Moser 
 

Lutheran Crossings, Moorestown 
Marilyn Helsel—Unit 1, Room A8-A 

255 Main St 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 

 

Brightview 
400 Fernbrooke Ln 

Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
Conly and Jane Brooks 

 
Brookdale Senior Living 

480 Woodlane Rd 
Westampton, NJ 08060 

Victor Bush 
Ilsa Burrell—E 3 

 
 
 

 
 We would like to 
thank all of you who 
supported us in our Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s. Whether it 
was financially or in prayer 

while we were walking, we appreciate it! 
 Thanks again! 
 Elaine Lutz, Christine Greve, Susan 
 Carpenter 
 
Dear St. Paul’s 
 I want to thank you for the scholarship 
money you have been awarding me for the past 
3 years. I have been very fortunate that this 
amount has been exactly what I have needed to 
pay for my books.  I appreciate your gift and 
the trust you had in my ability to make good 
use of the money. 
 Thank You, 
 Chris Jardine 
 
 On behalf of our Rite Aid pharmacy 
team, I would like to personally thank you for 
allowing us to support your recent flu shot 
clinic. We are proud to be your partner in 
providing vaccination protection to your group. 
Please feel free to contact us with any 
questions or to inquire about additional clinics 
or services. 
 Sincerely, 
 Harnisha Patel 
 Your Rite Aid Pharmacist 
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Stewardship Education, Continued... 
 
So, you are thinking “Lisa – the 

answer is obvious! Use the gift from Margaret 
to pay off the line of credit – again. Clear up 
our debt.” 

Here’s my response to that: Margaret 
Steere took very seriously her commitment as a 
Child of God and as a member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church. Her bequest – her gift – her 
commitment to the future church was not made 
in haste. It was prayerfully considered and 
ultimately given in thanks to God who gave her 
all that she had, and Jesus who gave up all that 
he had in sacrifice so that her sins were 
forgiven. Margaret Steere, Madeline Heppard 
and all the saints did not make their 
commitment to the future church so that we, 
the church of the present, could choose not to 
fulfill our commitment. The saints did not give 
to God in thanksgiving so that we could 
CHOOSE not to show our gratitude. Margaret 
lived to give to this congregation; Margaret did 
not die so that we would not give. 

I ask again for you to join with me, 
prayerfully, in examining your commitment to 
the church of the present.  

I challenge you to look to the church of 
the future, and prayerfully consider what more 
you can do to help today to grow the church of 
tomorrow.  

I ask you to prayerfully consider that 
you who give fearlessly, and let your light so 
shine by doing so, will be provided for by our 
God.  

 
Thank you. 
Lisa Burke 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY           

The Property Team is 
hosting a fall clean-up day 
from 8:00 am to noon on 
Saturday, November 7. 
Among the items on the 
work list are landscaping, 
raking leaves, cleaning 
gutters, replacing burned-

out lights and general pre-winter preparations. 
Bring a rake, work gloves, and a leaf blower if 
you have one.  We would appreciate any and 
all members stopping out and helping for an 
hour or two. Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts are 
also welcome to come out and earn badges. 

Please help us make the church and grounds 
look nice for the Fall season, as well as Sunday 
worship. Rain date will be November 14.  

 
Any questions? – give Glenn a call at 

609-864-6350  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Needed: 

Someone to Do 
Bulletin Boards 

 
Do you enjoy arts and crafts? 

Are you creative? 
Do you have time to do it? 

To get your questions answered 
or to volunteer, 

Please contact the 
Church Office 

(609) 267-0740 
stpaulslutheran@comcast.net 
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Stewardship Education 
 
I grew up as a Roman Catholic, so 

when my family and I joined St. Paul’s, this 
idea of anyone being a 
saint took a little getting 
used to! In the Catholic 
Church, to become a 
saint, you have to 
perform documented 
miracles. There is a 
trial, several tests, 
beatification and eventually, canonization, 
which leads to the pope declaring you a saint of 
the Church. All that fuss by people just to 
acknowledge what we already know to be true 
– we are children of God. 

I speak with you today to talk about 
two of our saints. First, there is Madeline 
Heppard. I never met Mrs. Heppard. All I 
know of her is what I hear at this church every 
September: “These Bibles are provided by the 
Madeline Heppard fund. Mrs. Heppard was a 
Sunday School teacher for over fifty years. Her 
family chose to honor her memory by helping 
parents place the Holy Scriptures into the 
hands of their children, just as they promised to 
do at the child’s baptism.” 

What an amazing gift Mrs. Heppard’s 
family gave to this congregation! This kind of 
a gift is called a bequest; a gift left to the 
church upon one’s death. I never met Madeline 
Heppard, but I thank God for her presence here 
and for the gifts that she gives to my children. 
 Second, I would like to introduce you 
to another saint who I did know. Her name was 
Margaret Steere. Margaret was a feisty woman 
who definitely had an opinion on lots of 
subjects. She attended the Sunday School hour 
and the 11:00 service. When we were still 
visitors here, she introduced Larry and me to 
many people, saying “This is Lisa and Larry – 
they’re not members – yet!”  Margaret loved 
St. Paul’s; she loved Sunday School and she 
loved bringing her granddaughter here for 

education and worship as well. She loved being 
our outreach connection to the nearby military 
base, serving military families and her church 
at the same time. She was an evangelist for St. 
Paul’s. 

 Margaret died and left this church a 
bequest, a gift to honor her relationship with 
God and with this church. 
 Margaret’s bequest was 
undesignated, so a committee was formed to 
decide how to best use this gift. I jumped at 
the chance to honor our friend by helping to 
make good decisions about how to use this 

bequest. 
Before our committee even got to meet, the 
Council decided to use a portion of the money 
to pay off our line of credit; we were debt free! 
I do believe Margaret would have liked that – 
she was a practical woman. 
 The committee has met several times 
and we have used some of the money to: 

a) Purchase prayer books for our active 
service members, 
b) Pay for the new “Disciples First 
Sunday” adult learning opportunities, 
c) Upgrade the sound system to 
eliminate the whistles, pops and buzzes 
that tend to interrupt our worship 
experiences, and 
d) Make an emergency repair to the 
water supply line to the Mission 
House, as well as some other needed 
repairs that will keep us safe and 
healthy here at St. Paul’s. 

  
 There is money remaining from my 
friend Margaret’s bequest. If you have been in 
church at all over the past four weeks, you 
know that we are in the midst of a serious 
financial situation. As a member of the 
Memorial Fund team, as well as our 
Stewardship Education Team, and a member of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, I am seriously 
concerned for the future of our congregation. 
 

Continued on following page... 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
November 7,  2015—9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

1308 Mt Holly Rd Burlington 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Authentic Around-the-World 
Dinners 

Saturday, November 7 
Seatings 3:00 and 6:00 PM 
Zion Lutheran Church Hall 

218 Fairview Street 
Riverside, NJ 

 

Dinners from Germany, Italy, Poland, Brazil, 
Ireland, Great Britain, Asia and America 

 

Tickets and Reservations: 
Call (856) 461-7388 

Adult: $15—Ages 6-12: $6 
Age 5 and under: Free 

Portion of proceeds benefit local food pantry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Love working with children? Interested in 
international travel? Eager to promote hope, 
healing and  peace? Consider serving on the 
synod’s Bosnia International Servant Trip, 
which offers day and overnight leadership 
camps to the children of this war-torn country. 
Applications are open for 2016 trip, scheduled 
for June 22-July 3. 

For information, see www.servanttrips.org, 
BosniaIST on Facebook, or email or call team 
leader Cindy Henry 
(cynthiahhenry@icloud.com or 609-932-5480) 
or trip coordinator Jason Reed 
(bosnia@njsynod.org or 609-234-8405). 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Please remove 
seasonal decorations 

from the St. Paul’s Cemetery 
by November 29th 

Thank you! 
Questions? Contact Joan Thompson 

(609) 267-1470 
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November 
 
 The catechism class now has 7 
students.  They were excited to go to the 
Burlington County Historic Jail the end of 
October for a tour and lesson on “Reformation- 
From Bondage to Freedom.” A few of the 
youth are going to “Among the Wolves,” a 
synod retreat in Harvey Cedars, LBI from 
November 13-15. In class they learned about 
the Apostle’s Creed and the Beatitudes.   
  
 The senior high 
group had their first meeting 
in early October. They 
discussed making plans for 
the year and had fun with a 
card game.  Some of them 
helped out with the Senior 
Luncheon and attended the 
Ref-Con dinner and service, 
meeting with youth from 
nearby churches.  Regular 
meetings are going to be the 
second and fourth Sunday of 
each month in the Study 
House from 6-8pm.  They 
have the Winter Youth 
Assembly in Harvey Cedars, 
LBI on February 5-7.  
Watch the bulletin board for 
future activities. All youth in 
8-12 grade are welcome! 
 
 Sandy Sambucci 

 

Attention: Parents of College 

Sophomores. We are looking ahead 

to the Milestone Ministry 

Celebration “Scarves for Scholars” 

which will be held during the 

Thanksgiving eve service. Will your 

college sophomore participate? If 

so, we need their school name and 

school colors. Contact the church 

office (609) 267-0740 or 

stpaulslutheran@comcast.net. 

 

 

Youth serving at the senior 

luncheon. 

Youth & Family Ministry 

http://www.servanttrips.org
mailto:cynthiahhenry@icloud.com
mailto:bosnia@njsynod.org
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November Food Collection 
 

 Next time you go grocery shopping, 
pick up a few items for the food pantry. The 
food is regularly delivered to local pantries. 
Suggestions for the month: canned juice, 
cereal, applesauce, toilet tissue, but all items 
are appreciated! 

 Please place the items on the hutch in 
the narthex. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Needed Immediately: Pictures 
of our veterans when they were 
in service. Bring them by the 
office for scanning and take 
them home with you. 
 
Thanksgiving Food Collection: 
See page 15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you goes out to all of those who 
helped with the Senior Luncheon on October 
18th! 

 

Thank you to Marilyn Phifer, Claudia 
O’Malley, Melissa Headrick, Karen Platt, Jon 
Platt, Ryan Smith, Katie Smith, Tyler 
Catanzariti, Evelyn Carmichael, Eleanor Wood, 
Maggie Ottenwess and a big thank you also to 
Matthew Ottenwess for his oompah-pah's! 

 
The seniors really enjoyed the event and 
appreciate the wonderful meal, service, 
theme—everything! 

 

Thank you!! 

 

 

From the 150th Anniversary 
Committee: 

 

 

 
We need your old pictures of 
events at St. Paul’s. Bring 
them by the church office to 
be scanned and handed right 
back to you! 

9 

Forgiveness 
 
 How good are you at forgiving? If you 
are anything like me, there is plenty of room 
for improvement. I’m just not very good at it. 
And that concerns me because I believe 
forgiveness ranks right up there with love and 
obedience and service as one of Jesus’ virtues 
that we should be trying to imitate as we strive 
to become more like him. 
      I have read in the 
Bible that it’s best “to first 
go to God for advice …. it’s 
a good idea to talk to him in 
prayer and listen to him in 
his Word.” 
      So that’s what I 
did; and I discovered that 
Scripture is a veritable gold 
mine of information about 
forgiveness. Let’s have a look. 
 Jesus teaches us about prayer. (Mt 6:9) He 

says, pray like this: “…. and forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us.” Sound familiar? 

 Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience 
is forgiven, whose sin is put out of sight. 
(Psalm 32) (Romans 7) 

 If you forgive those who sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will forgive you. But 
if you refuse to forgive others, your Father 
will not forgive you. (Mt 14:15) Well then, 
should we keep on sinning so that God can 
show us more and more of his wonderful 
grace?  Of course not! 

 He was handed over to die because of our 
sins; and he was raised to life to make us 
right with God. (Romans 4:6-8) 

 We read in Luke 23:34 as Jesus forgives 
his murderers. He says, “Father, forgive 
them for they don’t know what they are 
doing.” 

 But, when you are praying, first forgive 

anyone you are holding a grudge against, 
so that our Father in heaven will forgive 
your sins, too. (Mark 11:25) 

 Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge 
against a fellow Israelite, but love your 
neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. 
(Leviticus 19:18) 

 Love prospers when a fault is forgiven. 
(Proverbs 17:9) 

 Yes, love and forgiveness are good 
companions. It’s hard to be good 
at one without being good at the 
other. 
      I believe a review of what 
Scripture has to say about all of 
this has helped me in what has 
otherwise  been a futile effort on 
my part toward building 
forgiveness into my character. 
      In closing, I just want to 

add that, for any of you who, like me, are also 
finding it difficult to forgive, it might help to 
recall some of Scripture’s role models. The last 
chapter of Genesis, for example, records the 
beautiful story of Joseph’s loving forgiveness 
of his brothers who conspired to kill him. 
Joseph explained to them, “You intended to 
harm me; but God intended it for good…..” 
      The book of Acts relates the story of 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, who was 
killed by members of the Jewish high counsel 
who feared their evil motives might be 
exposed. While he was praying for their 
forgiveness, they stoned him to death. 
      The New Testament is replete with 
tales of the apostles Peter and Paul and others 
who so often subjected themselves to dangers, 
imprisonment and, in some instances to a 
grisly death, as they courageously carried the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers 
around the world. 
 
 Dave Pagenkopf 
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Music Matters 
November 2015 
“Brain Matter” 
 
 Pastor Jost’s sermon on Reformation 
weekend reminded us that we are still 
reforming. The church is advancing more and 
more into the kingdom of God. Therefore, we 
have not stopped growing but continue to 
reform law, write about our faith and sing new 
songs. 
 Where music is concerned, you often 
hear people talk about “The Good Old Days.” 
Every generation has their favorite music and 
the emotional connection to that music is so 
strong, they wouldn’t care if any more music 
were ever written. Then, of course, the next 
generation comes along and they compose and 
listen to their own music, and naturally they 
feel that this is the only music worth listening 
to. The process repeats itself. So even if you 
are a hundred and four, you have a distant 
ancestor who thought that the music you hold 
so dearly is a new fangled mess.  
 There is actually a scientific reason for 
all of this; and because I’m not a scientist, I’m 
going to explain in very plain language. 
Between the ages of twelve and twenty-two, 
our brain goes through rapid neurological 
development. This means that the connections 
between parts of our brain that signal to other 
parts of our brain are developing faster than 
they ever had before, or will again. When we 
listen to music during this time, emotions and 
memories get attached to those songs in our 
mind, because of all the growing connections 
in our brain. In later age, these connections 
between our favorite songs and the memories 

and nostalgia they created never disappear. 
Sadly, though, once we get firmly established 
in our twenties, those musical-emotional 
connections are never created again so 
strongly.  So it’s not that the music is too old or 
new. Every generation makes changes to music 
styles, and church musicians are no exception. 
Recently a woman in her late twenties came up 
after a service to tell me how one of the songs, 
which is only about ten years old, touched her 
and her mother so much that it brought them to 
tears. I tell you this because I think that it’s 
important for us to realize that even though we 
might not make the same emotional connection 
to a song that we would have when we were 
fifteen, we still can learn and enjoy new music, 
no matter what time period it is from.  
 Whether you are listening to Thomas 
Tallis who wrote church music in the 16th 
century, or whether you listen to the heavy 
metal Christian band Skillet performing in the 
21st century, the spirit of God is using lyrics 
and music to speak to you. So don’t let your 
inner 15-year-old make you miss out on music 
from other generations. God is good, all the 
time. 
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November 8
th

 thru Nov 14
th

 St Paul’s Social Ministry Team 
will be observing World Hunger Week 

with our annual Thanksgiving Basket appeal. 
 

Thanksgiving will be here before we know it.  As we look forward to gathering together with 
family & friends for a bountiful Thanksgiving Dinner, we should also be thinking of those who 
could use our help to fill their own Thanksgiving table.  We at St Paul’s are blessed and we have 
so many things to be thankful for.  Please remember the families in our community who are 
struggling to put food on their table by donating food for a local family’s Thanksgiving meal.   
 

Please bring in the following nonperishable items to help complete a thanksgiving dinner on 
Saturday and Sunday, November 14th & 15th:   

* If you are donating a cake mix or pie filling as a dessert, please include all necessary 
ingredients (pie dough, icing etc). 
**We are asking for a turkey or ham (place in the freezer in the kitchen) or $1.00 donation per 
family member to be used towards the purchase of a turkey or ham. 
 

As in previous years we are also asking for donations of perishable items to fill out the 
Thanksgiving baskets.  The items requested will be on the turkey display in the narthex 
beginning on Saturday, October 31st.  Please take a turkey feather with the item(s) you are 
willing to donate, and sign the “I will supply” sheet.  These items must be returned before 
11:00 on Sunday, November 22nd. 
 

The need for food continues to be great.  We expect to hand out about 30 baskets this year.  
Please join us, our Sunday School, youth groups, reJOYce & JOYfull House, scout troops and 
many of the other outside groups who use our building, in collecting this food.  The families we 
help are enrolled in the free lunch program at local schools.  For many of these children the only 
meals they can count on are the breakfast & lunch they receive at school.  We hope to have 
enough food in each basket to last until they return to school on Monday.  Any remaining food 
will be donated to Bridge of Peace in Camden for use in their food pantry. 
 
Please contact Betty Brink at (609) 267-7740 or Peg Ferraro at (609) 827-9427 if you are 
interested in shopping, packing or distributing the food baskets on November 22nd. 

Sun 

Nov. 8 

  

CANNED 

FRUIT 

Mon 

Nov 9 

  

STUFFING 

or BREAD 

MIX 

Tues 

Nov 10 

  

100% 

JUICE 

Wed Nov 11 

  

CANNED 

VEGETA-

BLES 

  

Thurs 

Nov 12 

  

CANNED 

POTA-

TOES 

 

Fri 

Nov 13 

  

DESSERT* 

Sat Nov 14 

  

TURKEY/

HAM or 

MONEY 

DONATION 

** 
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reJOYce School 
news for November 
 
  

October was a busy month! 
 
We welcomed two new staff members this 
month:  Ms. Adrienne Boudreaux joined us as 
our new JOYfull House Supervisor.  Ms. 
Boudreaux has a BA in Education from 
Southeastern Louisiana University and 16 years 
of teaching experience.  Ms. Alyssa Jones, a 
Senior at RVRHS, joined us as a Teacher’s 
Aide for our after-school program.  We are 
blessed to have them as part of our team! 
 
The Westampton Firefighters came for a visit 
on October 7th.  The children listened to a brief 
lesson on fire safety and learned about calling  
9-1-1.  The firefighters showed us what they 
wear when entering a burning building so we 
would know not to be scared of them.  The 
weather was nice so we were able to walk 
around the truck and see all the equipment – 
some children even had a chance to sit in the 
driver’s seat! 
 
On October 20th we had our field trip to 
Stellwag’s Hidden Acres Farm in Delran.  We 
enjoyed a hayride, picked our own pumpkins, 
and shared a snack of juice & munchkins.  
Everyone had a great time! 
 
The end of October brought our annual Noah’s 
Ark Parties and Parade.  The children wore 
animal masks they made and marched all 
around the church.  In class they made 
rainbows and learned about God’s promise to 
us all. 
 
Fall is also FUND-RAISING time at reJOYce!  

Tickets are available for our “Paint & Sip” 
event for grown-ups only.  We'll hold our 
annual Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, December 
12th, in the Parish Hall.  If you’re interested in 
setting up a table at this event or donating a gift 
basket for the silent auction, please contact 
Mrs. Boettge.  Watch for more information in 
the December Chimes. 
 
Our annual Thanksgiving Program will be at 
11AM on Wednesday, November 25th, in the 
Sanctuary, with fellowship after in the Parish 
Hall.  You are welcome to come and hear our 
children sing! 
 
If you’re looking for other ways to help our 
school, check out Campbell’s “Labels for 
Education” program.  Clip your Campbell’s 
labels and drop them in the red box near the 
reJOYce office or the large can in the coat area 
of the Narthex.  Our school uses the “Labels for 
Education” points to purchase toys, classroom 
supplies, and playground equipment. 
 
Space is still available in some of our classes.  
We’re hoping to expand this month and add a 
second 2-1/2 year old class on Tuesday & 
Thursday mornings.  For enrollment 
information, please call Karen Boettge at 267-
1443, drop on by the reJOYce office, or visit 
our website at www.rejoyceschool.org.     

 
 
 

 

Nov.19th, 7:00 PM 
at Elsa Mollo-Snow's 
The book is Icy Spark 

 by Gwenn Hyman 
Rubio.  

 
If you have questions, 

Please contact Peg Biringer 
(609) 894-8089 
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Again this year we are selling a variety of gift 
cards for you to give as Christmas gifts or to 
use yourself.  This sale will run till December 
9th and 10th. 
 

It works the same as before—   when you make 
an order, you give a check written to St Paul’s 
Lutheran Church and we will deliver the cards 
to you at church as soon as they arrive.  
 

A list of gift cards and order forms are 
available in the narthex. 
 

 Lois Uetz  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month we want to say thank you to those 
who help in any way with Youth and Family 
Ministry on a regular basis! 
 
Thank you to our Sunday School Director, Bev 
Grazioli, and to all our Sunday School teachers 
and helpers! 
 
Thank you to those who plan (Janice Steinberg, 
Pat Headrick, and Kathleen Stoltzfus) and carry 
out the monthly Family Fun Tuesdays meal and 
activity! 
 
Thank you to those who faithfully work with 
the Children’s Choirs—Karen Boettge, Jackie 
Smith, Sandra Jost! 
 
Thank you to those who work with catechism 
(Pastors Jost and Esposito) and with senior 
high youth (Karen Platt, Erick Soles, Sandy 
Sambucci)! 
 
Thank you to those who plan and carry out 
Disciples First Sundays—the meal and the 
classes! 
 
Think about how many people it takes to make 
these ministries happen! The next time you see 
someone who helps in this ministry, tell them 
thank you! 
 
Volunteers do so many jobs at St. Paul’s that 
really enhance the ministry. You are very much 
appreciated! 
 

Pastoral Acts for September 
 
Baptisms: None. 
 
Funerals: Florence Meckley. 
 
Weddings: John Sandman and Erin Cline; 
Robert Welch and Leah O’Leary. 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 
    12:15 PM Disciples 1st Sun 
    12:45 PM Sunday School 
    7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 

2 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Cadette Troop (SH) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

3 
10:00 AM EGA Bd (PH) 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

4 
 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (N) 
 6:30 PM RV Alum (S) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH/MR) 

5 6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

9:00 AM reJOYce CPR (PH) 

10:00 AM Bible Stdy (SH) 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

6 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

7 
8:00 AM Church Clean Up Day 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR 

8 
     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
    6:30 PM Sr. High YG (SH) 

9 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

10 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM Teams Night 

11 
 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (N) 
 6:30 PM RV Alum (S) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

12 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Stdy (SH) 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

13 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

6:00 PM NJ Schl of Music 

 

 

 

14 
5:30 PM reJOYce Paint & Sip 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR 

15 
     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     2:00 PM NJ Schl of Music 
    4:00 PM New Mem Cls #4 
    7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 

16 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
12:00 PM Hope Circle 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

17 
6:00 PM Family Fun Tuesday 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM Congregation Ccl 

18 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (N) 
 6:30 PM RV Alum (S) 
 7:00 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH/MR) 

19 6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Bible Stdy (SH) 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Book Club at Elsa  
               Mollo-Snow’s 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (MR) 

20 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

21 
3:00 PM NJ Schl of Music 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

 

New Members Received 

22  8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
    3:00 PM NJ Schl of Music 
    6:30 PM Sr. High YG (SH) 
 

New Members Received 
Thanksgiving Baskets 

23 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

24 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

25 8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

9:00 AM Chimes Assembly 

9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
11:00 AM reJOYce Program 

6:00 PM Weigh In (N) 
7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH/MR) 
7:30 PM Thanksgiving Eve Svc 

26 

Church Office Closed 

 

 
 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

27 

Church Office Closed 

28 
7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR 

29 
     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
    5:00 PM Advent Family  
                   Night (PH) 

30 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 
6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 
7:00 PM Bible Study (SH) 
7:00 PM AA (PH) 
7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
8:30 PM NA (MR) 

 
Church Bldg 
H - Hearth Room 
M - Music Room 
N - Narthex 
O - Church Office 
PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 
Wing 
S - Sanctuary 
Study House (SH) 
C - Conference 
Room 

G - Great Room 
L - Library 
Q - Quilt Room 
B - Basement 
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wear when entering a burning building so we 
would know not to be scared of them.  The 
weather was nice so we were able to walk 
around the truck and see all the equipment – 
some children even had a chance to sit in the 
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On October 20th we had our field trip to 
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enjoyed a hayride, picked our own pumpkins, 
and shared a snack of juice & munchkins.  
Everyone had a great time! 
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Ark Parties and Parade.  The children wore 
animal masks they made and marched all 
around the church.  In class they made 
rainbows and learned about God’s promise to 
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Tickets are available for our “Paint & Sip” 
event for grown-ups only.  We'll hold our 
annual Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, December 
12th, in the Parish Hall.  If you’re interested in 
setting up a table at this event or donating a gift 
basket for the silent auction, please contact 
Mrs. Boettge.  Watch for more information in 
the December Chimes. 
 
Our annual Thanksgiving Program will be at 
11AM on Wednesday, November 25th, in the 
Sanctuary, with fellowship after in the Parish 
Hall.  You are welcome to come and hear our 
children sing! 
 
If you’re looking for other ways to help our 
school, check out Campbell’s “Labels for 
Education” program.  Clip your Campbell’s 
labels and drop them in the red box near the 
reJOYce office or the large can in the coat area 
of the Narthex.  Our school uses the “Labels for 
Education” points to purchase toys, classroom 
supplies, and playground equipment. 
 
Space is still available in some of our classes.  
We’re hoping to expand this month and add a 
second 2-1/2 year old class on Tuesday & 
Thursday mornings.  For enrollment 
information, please call Karen Boettge at 267-
1443, drop on by the reJOYce office, or visit 
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Music Matters 
November 2015 
“Brain Matter” 
 
 Pastor Jost’s sermon on Reformation 
weekend reminded us that we are still 
reforming. The church is advancing more and 
more into the kingdom of God. Therefore, we 
have not stopped growing but continue to 
reform law, write about our faith and sing new 
songs. 
 Where music is concerned, you often 
hear people talk about “The Good Old Days.” 
Every generation has their favorite music and 
the emotional connection to that music is so 
strong, they wouldn’t care if any more music 
were ever written. Then, of course, the next 
generation comes along and they compose and 
listen to their own music, and naturally they 
feel that this is the only music worth listening 
to. The process repeats itself. So even if you 
are a hundred and four, you have a distant 
ancestor who thought that the music you hold 
so dearly is a new fangled mess.  
 There is actually a scientific reason for 
all of this; and because I’m not a scientist, I’m 
going to explain in very plain language. 
Between the ages of twelve and twenty-two, 
our brain goes through rapid neurological 
development. This means that the connections 
between parts of our brain that signal to other 
parts of our brain are developing faster than 
they ever had before, or will again. When we 
listen to music during this time, emotions and 
memories get attached to those songs in our 
mind, because of all the growing connections 
in our brain. In later age, these connections 
between our favorite songs and the memories 

and nostalgia they created never disappear. 
Sadly, though, once we get firmly established 
in our twenties, those musical-emotional 
connections are never created again so 
strongly.  So it’s not that the music is too old or 
new. Every generation makes changes to music 
styles, and church musicians are no exception. 
Recently a woman in her late twenties came up 
after a service to tell me how one of the songs, 
which is only about ten years old, touched her 
and her mother so much that it brought them to 
tears. I tell you this because I think that it’s 
important for us to realize that even though we 
might not make the same emotional connection 
to a song that we would have when we were 
fifteen, we still can learn and enjoy new music, 
no matter what time period it is from.  
 Whether you are listening to Thomas 
Tallis who wrote church music in the 16th 
century, or whether you listen to the heavy 
metal Christian band Skillet performing in the 
21st century, the spirit of God is using lyrics 
and music to speak to you. So don’t let your 
inner 15-year-old make you miss out on music 
from other generations. God is good, all the 
time. 
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November 8
th

 thru Nov 14
th

 St Paul’s Social Ministry Team 
will be observing World Hunger Week 

with our annual Thanksgiving Basket appeal. 
 

Thanksgiving will be here before we know it.  As we look forward to gathering together with 
family & friends for a bountiful Thanksgiving Dinner, we should also be thinking of those who 
could use our help to fill their own Thanksgiving table.  We at St Paul’s are blessed and we have 
so many things to be thankful for.  Please remember the families in our community who are 
struggling to put food on their table by donating food for a local family’s Thanksgiving meal.   
 

Please bring in the following nonperishable items to help complete a thanksgiving dinner on 
Saturday and Sunday, November 14th & 15th:   

* If you are donating a cake mix or pie filling as a dessert, please include all necessary 
ingredients (pie dough, icing etc). 
**We are asking for a turkey or ham (place in the freezer in the kitchen) or $1.00 donation per 
family member to be used towards the purchase of a turkey or ham. 
 

As in previous years we are also asking for donations of perishable items to fill out the 
Thanksgiving baskets.  The items requested will be on the turkey display in the narthex 
beginning on Saturday, October 31st.  Please take a turkey feather with the item(s) you are 
willing to donate, and sign the “I will supply” sheet.  These items must be returned before 
11:00 on Sunday, November 22nd. 
 

The need for food continues to be great.  We expect to hand out about 30 baskets this year.  
Please join us, our Sunday School, youth groups, reJOYce & JOYfull House, scout troops and 
many of the other outside groups who use our building, in collecting this food.  The families we 
help are enrolled in the free lunch program at local schools.  For many of these children the only 
meals they can count on are the breakfast & lunch they receive at school.  We hope to have 
enough food in each basket to last until they return to school on Monday.  Any remaining food 
will be donated to Bridge of Peace in Camden for use in their food pantry. 
 
Please contact Betty Brink at (609) 267-7740 or Peg Ferraro at (609) 827-9427 if you are 
interested in shopping, packing or distributing the food baskets on November 22nd. 

Sun 

Nov. 8 

  

CANNED 

FRUIT 

Mon 

Nov 9 

  

STUFFING 

or BREAD 

MIX 

Tues 

Nov 10 

  

100% 

JUICE 

Wed Nov 11 

  

CANNED 

VEGETA-

BLES 

  

Thurs 

Nov 12 

  

CANNED 

POTA-

TOES 

 

Fri 

Nov 13 

  

DESSERT* 

Sat Nov 14 

  

TURKEY/

HAM or 

MONEY 

DONATION 

** 
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November Food Collection 
 

 Next time you go grocery shopping, 
pick up a few items for the food pantry. The 
food is regularly delivered to local pantries. 
Suggestions for the month: canned juice, 
cereal, applesauce, toilet tissue, but all items 
are appreciated! 

 Please place the items on the hutch in 
the narthex. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Needed Immediately: Pictures 
of our veterans when they were 
in service. Bring them by the 
office for scanning and take 
them home with you. 
 
Thanksgiving Food Collection: 
See page 15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you goes out to all of those who 
helped with the Senior Luncheon on October 
18th! 

 

Thank you to Marilyn Phifer, Claudia 
O’Malley, Melissa Headrick, Karen Platt, Jon 
Platt, Ryan Smith, Katie Smith, Tyler 
Catanzariti, Evelyn Carmichael, Eleanor Wood, 
Maggie Ottenwess and a big thank you also to 
Matthew Ottenwess for his oompah-pah's! 

 
The seniors really enjoyed the event and 
appreciate the wonderful meal, service, 
theme—everything! 

 

Thank you!! 

 

 

From the 150th Anniversary 
Committee: 

 

 

 
We need your old pictures of 
events at St. Paul’s. Bring 
them by the church office to 
be scanned and handed right 
back to you! 
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Forgiveness 
 
 How good are you at forgiving? If you 
are anything like me, there is plenty of room 
for improvement. I’m just not very good at it. 
And that concerns me because I believe 
forgiveness ranks right up there with love and 
obedience and service as one of Jesus’ virtues 
that we should be trying to imitate as we strive 
to become more like him. 
      I have read in the 
Bible that it’s best “to first 
go to God for advice …. it’s 
a good idea to talk to him in 
prayer and listen to him in 
his Word.” 
      So that’s what I 
did; and I discovered that 
Scripture is a veritable gold 
mine of information about 
forgiveness. Let’s have a look. 
 Jesus teaches us about prayer. (Mt 6:9) He 

says, pray like this: “…. and forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us.” Sound familiar? 

 Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience 
is forgiven, whose sin is put out of sight. 
(Psalm 32) (Romans 7) 

 If you forgive those who sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will forgive you. But 
if you refuse to forgive others, your Father 
will not forgive you. (Mt 14:15) Well then, 
should we keep on sinning so that God can 
show us more and more of his wonderful 
grace?  Of course not! 

 He was handed over to die because of our 
sins; and he was raised to life to make us 
right with God. (Romans 4:6-8) 

 We read in Luke 23:34 as Jesus forgives 
his murderers. He says, “Father, forgive 
them for they don’t know what they are 
doing.” 

 But, when you are praying, first forgive 

anyone you are holding a grudge against, 
so that our Father in heaven will forgive 
your sins, too. (Mark 11:25) 

 Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge 
against a fellow Israelite, but love your 
neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. 
(Leviticus 19:18) 

 Love prospers when a fault is forgiven. 
(Proverbs 17:9) 

 Yes, love and forgiveness are good 
companions. It’s hard to be good 
at one without being good at the 
other. 
      I believe a review of what 
Scripture has to say about all of 
this has helped me in what has 
otherwise  been a futile effort on 
my part toward building 
forgiveness into my character. 
      In closing, I just want to 

add that, for any of you who, like me, are also 
finding it difficult to forgive, it might help to 
recall some of Scripture’s role models. The last 
chapter of Genesis, for example, records the 
beautiful story of Joseph’s loving forgiveness 
of his brothers who conspired to kill him. 
Joseph explained to them, “You intended to 
harm me; but God intended it for good…..” 
      The book of Acts relates the story of 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, who was 
killed by members of the Jewish high counsel 
who feared their evil motives might be 
exposed. While he was praying for their 
forgiveness, they stoned him to death. 
      The New Testament is replete with 
tales of the apostles Peter and Paul and others 
who so often subjected themselves to dangers, 
imprisonment and, in some instances to a 
grisly death, as they courageously carried the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers 
around the world. 
 
 Dave Pagenkopf 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
November 7,  2015—9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

1308 Mt Holly Rd Burlington 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Authentic Around-the-World 
Dinners 

Saturday, November 7 
Seatings 3:00 and 6:00 PM 
Zion Lutheran Church Hall 

218 Fairview Street 
Riverside, NJ 

 

Dinners from Germany, Italy, Poland, Brazil, 
Ireland, Great Britain, Asia and America 

 

Tickets and Reservations: 
Call (856) 461-7388 

Adult: $15—Ages 6-12: $6 
Age 5 and under: Free 

Portion of proceeds benefit local food pantry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Love working with children? Interested in 
international travel? Eager to promote hope, 
healing and  peace? Consider serving on the 
synod’s Bosnia International Servant Trip, 
which offers day and overnight leadership 
camps to the children of this war-torn country. 
Applications are open for 2016 trip, scheduled 
for June 22-July 3. 

For information, see www.servanttrips.org, 
BosniaIST on Facebook, or email or call team 
leader Cindy Henry 
(cynthiahhenry@icloud.com or 609-932-5480) 
or trip coordinator Jason Reed 
(bosnia@njsynod.org or 609-234-8405). 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Please remove 
seasonal decorations 

from the St. Paul’s Cemetery 
by November 29th 

Thank you! 
Questions? Contact Joan Thompson 

(609) 267-1470 
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November 
 
 The catechism class now has 7 
students.  They were excited to go to the 
Burlington County Historic Jail the end of 
October for a tour and lesson on “Reformation- 
From Bondage to Freedom.” A few of the 
youth are going to “Among the Wolves,” a 
synod retreat in Harvey Cedars, LBI from 
November 13-15. In class they learned about 
the Apostle’s Creed and the Beatitudes.   
  
 The senior high 
group had their first meeting 
in early October. They 
discussed making plans for 
the year and had fun with a 
card game.  Some of them 
helped out with the Senior 
Luncheon and attended the 
Ref-Con dinner and service, 
meeting with youth from 
nearby churches.  Regular 
meetings are going to be the 
second and fourth Sunday of 
each month in the Study 
House from 6-8pm.  They 
have the Winter Youth 
Assembly in Harvey Cedars, 
LBI on February 5-7.  
Watch the bulletin board for 
future activities. All youth in 
8-12 grade are welcome! 
 
 Sandy Sambucci 

 

Attention: Parents of College 

Sophomores. We are looking ahead 

to the Milestone Ministry 

Celebration “Scarves for Scholars” 

which will be held during the 

Thanksgiving eve service. Will your 

college sophomore participate? If 

so, we need their school name and 

school colors. Contact the church 

office (609) 267-0740 or 

stpaulslutheran@comcast.net. 

 

 

Youth serving at the senior 

luncheon. 

Youth & Family Ministry 

http://www.servanttrips.org
mailto:cynthiahhenry@icloud.com
mailto:bosnia@njsynod.org
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Stewardship Education 
 
I grew up as a Roman Catholic, so 

when my family and I joined St. Paul’s, this 
idea of anyone being a 
saint took a little getting 
used to! In the Catholic 
Church, to become a 
saint, you have to 
perform documented 
miracles. There is a 
trial, several tests, 
beatification and eventually, canonization, 
which leads to the pope declaring you a saint of 
the Church. All that fuss by people just to 
acknowledge what we already know to be true 
– we are children of God. 

I speak with you today to talk about 
two of our saints. First, there is Madeline 
Heppard. I never met Mrs. Heppard. All I 
know of her is what I hear at this church every 
September: “These Bibles are provided by the 
Madeline Heppard fund. Mrs. Heppard was a 
Sunday School teacher for over fifty years. Her 
family chose to honor her memory by helping 
parents place the Holy Scriptures into the 
hands of their children, just as they promised to 
do at the child’s baptism.” 

What an amazing gift Mrs. Heppard’s 
family gave to this congregation! This kind of 
a gift is called a bequest; a gift left to the 
church upon one’s death. I never met Madeline 
Heppard, but I thank God for her presence here 
and for the gifts that she gives to my children. 
 Second, I would like to introduce you 
to another saint who I did know. Her name was 
Margaret Steere. Margaret was a feisty woman 
who definitely had an opinion on lots of 
subjects. She attended the Sunday School hour 
and the 11:00 service. When we were still 
visitors here, she introduced Larry and me to 
many people, saying “This is Lisa and Larry – 
they’re not members – yet!”  Margaret loved 
St. Paul’s; she loved Sunday School and she 
loved bringing her granddaughter here for 

education and worship as well. She loved being 
our outreach connection to the nearby military 
base, serving military families and her church 
at the same time. She was an evangelist for St. 
Paul’s. 

 Margaret died and left this church a 
bequest, a gift to honor her relationship with 
God and with this church. 
 Margaret’s bequest was 
undesignated, so a committee was formed to 
decide how to best use this gift. I jumped at 
the chance to honor our friend by helping to 
make good decisions about how to use this 

bequest. 
Before our committee even got to meet, the 
Council decided to use a portion of the money 
to pay off our line of credit; we were debt free! 
I do believe Margaret would have liked that – 
she was a practical woman. 
 The committee has met several times 
and we have used some of the money to: 

a) Purchase prayer books for our active 
service members, 
b) Pay for the new “Disciples First 
Sunday” adult learning opportunities, 
c) Upgrade the sound system to 
eliminate the whistles, pops and buzzes 
that tend to interrupt our worship 
experiences, and 
d) Make an emergency repair to the 
water supply line to the Mission 
House, as well as some other needed 
repairs that will keep us safe and 
healthy here at St. Paul’s. 

  
 There is money remaining from my 
friend Margaret’s bequest. If you have been in 
church at all over the past four weeks, you 
know that we are in the midst of a serious 
financial situation. As a member of the 
Memorial Fund team, as well as our 
Stewardship Education Team, and a member of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, I am seriously 
concerned for the future of our congregation. 
 

Continued on following page... 
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Stewardship Education, Continued... 
 
So, you are thinking “Lisa – the 

answer is obvious! Use the gift from Margaret 
to pay off the line of credit – again. Clear up 
our debt.” 

Here’s my response to that: Margaret 
Steere took very seriously her commitment as a 
Child of God and as a member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church. Her bequest – her gift – her 
commitment to the future church was not made 
in haste. It was prayerfully considered and 
ultimately given in thanks to God who gave her 
all that she had, and Jesus who gave up all that 
he had in sacrifice so that her sins were 
forgiven. Margaret Steere, Madeline Heppard 
and all the saints did not make their 
commitment to the future church so that we, 
the church of the present, could choose not to 
fulfill our commitment. The saints did not give 
to God in thanksgiving so that we could 
CHOOSE not to show our gratitude. Margaret 
lived to give to this congregation; Margaret did 
not die so that we would not give. 

I ask again for you to join with me, 
prayerfully, in examining your commitment to 
the church of the present.  

I challenge you to look to the church of 
the future, and prayerfully consider what more 
you can do to help today to grow the church of 
tomorrow.  

I ask you to prayerfully consider that 
you who give fearlessly, and let your light so 
shine by doing so, will be provided for by our 
God.  

 
Thank you. 
Lisa Burke 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY           

The Property Team is 
hosting a fall clean-up day 
from 8:00 am to noon on 
Saturday, November 7. 
Among the items on the 
work list are landscaping, 
raking leaves, cleaning 
gutters, replacing burned-

out lights and general pre-winter preparations. 
Bring a rake, work gloves, and a leaf blower if 
you have one.  We would appreciate any and 
all members stopping out and helping for an 
hour or two. Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts are 
also welcome to come out and earn badges. 

Please help us make the church and grounds 
look nice for the Fall season, as well as Sunday 
worship. Rain date will be November 14.  

 
Any questions? – give Glenn a call at 

609-864-6350  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Needed: 

Someone to Do 
Bulletin Boards 

 
Do you enjoy arts and crafts? 

Are you creative? 
Do you have time to do it? 

To get your questions answered 
or to volunteer, 

Please contact the 
Church Office 

(609) 267-0740 
stpaulslutheran@comcast.net 
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This month, since we 
celebrate Veterans 
Day and Thanksgiving 
and Christmas will 
soon be here, instead 
of picking someone to 

send a card to, we are encouraging you to look 
at the list of these individuals residing in 
facilities or shut-in at home and think about 
making a visit to someone or sending one or 
more of them a card of cheer. 
 

Masonic Home: 
902 Jacksonville Rd 

Burlington, NJ 08016 
Vera Jensen—2422 

Nancy McKeown—331 N 
Fran Craig—128 S 

Miriam Prickett—194 S 
Edna King—101 S 

Bill Gardner—214 S 
 

Aspen Hills: 
600 Pemberton-Brown Mills Rd 

Pemberton, NJ 08068 
Walt Cliver 

 
Home: 

June Henning 
1 Horseshoe Ln 

Columbus, NJ 08022 
Jerry Zarkos 

44 Country Club Rd 
Willingboro, NJ 08046 

 
Virtua Rehab 

62 Richmond Ave 
Lumberton, NJ 08048 

Len Moser 
 

Lutheran Crossings, Moorestown 
Marilyn Helsel—Unit 1, Room A8-A 

255 Main St 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 

 

Brightview 
400 Fernbrooke Ln 

Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
Conly and Jane Brooks 

 
Brookdale Senior Living 

480 Woodlane Rd 
Westampton, NJ 08060 

Victor Bush 
Ilsa Burrell—E 3 

 
 
 

 
 We would like to 
thank all of you who 
supported us in our Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s. Whether it 
was financially or in prayer 

while we were walking, we appreciate it! 
 Thanks again! 
 Elaine Lutz, Christine Greve, Susan 
 Carpenter 
 
Dear St. Paul’s 
 I want to thank you for the scholarship 
money you have been awarding me for the past 
3 years. I have been very fortunate that this 
amount has been exactly what I have needed to 
pay for my books.  I appreciate your gift and 
the trust you had in my ability to make good 
use of the money. 
 Thank You, 
 Chris Jardine 
 
 On behalf of our Rite Aid pharmacy 
team, I would like to personally thank you for 
allowing us to support your recent flu shot 
clinic. We are proud to be your partner in 
providing vaccination protection to your group. 
Please feel free to contact us with any 
questions or to inquire about additional clinics 
or services. 
 Sincerely, 
 Harnisha Patel 
 Your Rite Aid Pharmacist 

5 

 



4 

 
November Event: 
November 17th 

 
 

 
Dinner at 6:00 PM 

Menu: 
Chili 

Cornbread 
Chicken Nuggets 

Rice Pudding 
Activity:  Thanksgiving candy 
bags for our community helpers 

  
Children’s Choirs 6:30 PM 

Fun Intergenerational Event 
at 7:00 PM 

Dismissal around 7:30 PM 
Watch for Sign Up 

On the Bulletin Board 

 
 

Are You a Veteran? 
Information Needed: 
 
If you are new to the 
congregation since November 

2014 or if you have not been included on the 
veteran list and are a veteran who served in the 
armed forces (not currently serving), please let 
the church office know. (609) 267-0740 or 
stpaulslutheran@comcast.net. 

 
We  will be publishing a list of veterans in the 
congregation the weekend before Veteran’s 
Day (November 7/8). Help us keep it up to 
date. 

 
We also need pictures of Veterans in service! 
Bring them to the church office for scanning 
and they will be immediately returned to you. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

10:30—11:30 AM 

Age PreK—6th Grade 

On a Disciples 1st Sunday, 

Sunday School is from 12:45—1:45 PM 

In December, it’s December 6th 

21 

Bring in used clothing 

you wish to donate and 

place it in the big box 

in the narthex 

Collection Ends 

November 10 
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St. Paul’s Golden Oldies 
Christmas Celebration 

Covered Dish Luncheon 
Thursday, December 10, 2015 

11:30 AM in the Parish Hall 

 
 

Bring your favorite cover dish and a $5.00 gift for exchange.   
 Beverage and dessert will be provided. 

Come out and celebrate this wonderful Christmas Season. 
 

Questions? Call  Laura Pagenkopf  267-0669 
or Joan Thompson  267-1470 

St. Paul’s Christmas 
Post Office 
 
Beginning the weekend of November 28th/29th 
St. Paul’s Post Office will be open in the 
Narthex for the Christmas season.  This will 
allow members to “mail” their Christmas card 
greetings to other members by simply 
dropping their cards unstamped in the Narthex 
mail box.  We will then separate the cards by 
name and make them available for pick up in 
the Narthex.  THE CARDS WILL NOT BE 
MAILED. 

This is a way for members to send other 
members their greetings without incurring the 
expense of postage.  It’s up to you, of course, 
but you may want to consider spending your 
“savings” by donating the amount you saved to 
the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. 
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From  

Pastor Esposito, 

Associate Pastor 
 

 This month starts off with all Saints 
Day on the first and then we head to 
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas.  I 
always pause at this time of year and reflect on 
those wonderful saints who helped shape my 
faith. Wonderful saints who volunteered their 
time and energy to teach me in Sunday 
School— people like Ms. Christine, Mrs. 
Green, Mr. Topham. I give thanks for folks 
who took time to run youth group and youth 
events and pastor who trained me to serve as 
acolyte, lay reader, and worship assistant.  
Folks who thanked me for my wonderful 
trumpet playing when all of us really knew it 
was far from wonderful.  People who made 
sure we had food to eat.  I give thanks for 
people at church who took time to ask and truly 
find out how I was and am doing.  I give thanks 
for my brothers and sisters in Christ and for all 
the saints who have gone before us. 
 I am thankful for Doris, a retired 
school teacher and member of the congregation 
I was raised in, who adopted my mom as a 
daughter and me as a grandkid.  She taught me 
hymnody, baseball stats, helped turn my failing 
spelling grade into a B, taught me new prayers 
at the dinner table and attempted to play Paper 
Boy with me on Nintendo. She’d make her 
famous stew whenever someone was sick.  She 
made the best paper dolls. 
 I am thankful for Pastor Smith, who 
would visit when I was home sick and read me 
Bible stories.  He patiently listened to and 
answered my seemingly endless questions and 
secretly enjoyed my rebellions in Sunday 
School, catechism class, and in Catholic High 
School.  He always encouraged me to ask 
questions, think and reflect deeply. He was 
there with my mom and me at Doris’ bedside 
when she died and presided at her funeral. He, 

his daughters, and my father instilled a love for 
the New York Yankees in me even if it wasn’t 
Doris’ beloved Phillies. 
 I have been blessed with so many 
saints in my life that I could fill a book with 
their names and memories of them.  These 
folks helped shape who I am, shared God’s 
love with me, carried me along in the faith 
when I was struggling—everyday folks who 
lived out the Christian vocation in all that they 
said and did.  Christians who had the whole 
saint and sinner thing going, but carried God’s 
love with them everywhere.   
 They were regular folks who carried 
out the mission of the church one check, one 
Sunday School class or youth group meeting, 
one fellowship time, one pot of stew, one Bible 
story read to a child, one kind, hearty welcome, 
one choir practice or committee meeting at a 
time. These were folks who carried out the 
mission of the church, worked to instill the 
gospel in others, and prayed and supported the 
church into the future.  

 
 

 Can You Help? 

Christmas Gifts for Families! 

 

It’s again that time of year 
to reach out to others 
during the holidays! We 
will have the wish list of 
the children on cards on a 
Christmas tree in the 
narthex the weekend of 
November 21st and 22nd! 

THE CARD MUST COME BACK WITH 
THE GIFTS! If you would like to purchase a 
gift card for the family, this would be a good 
time to participate in the church’s gift card 
fundraiser (See page 11). Questions? Contact 
Carin Sutton (856) 780-5443. Gifts are due 
back before December 6th. 
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Dear Friends, 
 I usually use this 
space to try to be upbeat and 
forward-looking, but I think I 

need to change my approach for one 
month. 
 Our congregation is in some dire 
financial straits. After saying good-bye to 
Pastor Stoner and saying hello to Pastor 
Esposito, who came to us at a lower financial 
level than Pastor Stoner left us, and saying 
good bye to Youth and Family 
minister Karla May and not 
refilling that position, we are still 
struggling to meet daily expenses 
of the congregation. 
 It is not because the 
Congregation Council presented an 
extravagant spending plan to the 
congregation back in February. As 
usual, the Council struggled to pare 
down the spending plan to a 
number that we could live with and 
still offer the Christ-centered 
ministries we have become 
accustomed to offering, both for ourselves and 
others.  
 It is not because we have launched 
extravagant building projects, although we 
have tried to keep up with regular maintenance 
issues. 
 It does seem to be because too many of 
our members consider their weekly offering to 
be a user’s fee, meaning if they don’t come to 
worship – they don’t have to pay. When our 
summer attendance took a nasty dip, that had 
an adverse effect on what we were able to do 
and who we were able to pay. It has forced us 
to be creative in how we pay for ministries. 

Of the four pastors who came and 
preached here this summer, two came from our 
Synod office, so they were not compensated by 
funds from us. The two who were financially 
compensated for their time and talent were paid 
from a sabbatical leave grant that I had received 
in the spring; not from our general fund. 

Vacation Bible School paid its own 
way through the collection of registration fees, 
without affecting our general fund. 

There was a massive leak in the water 
pipe that leads from the street to the Mission 
House. Repairs were made to get water back 
into the Mission House, and those repairs were 
paid for out of bequest monies as an emergency 
repair, not from our general fund. 

But diminishing attendance took its toll 
on our financial picture, and now the Council is 

asking the finance team to draw up 
two 2016 spending plans: one 
which will maintain our staffing 
level where it is, and a second one 
that will take our sexton and 
secretary to half-time status, and 
eliminate the position of associate 
pastor all together. The latter may 
have to be our financial position as 
we enter the new calendar year. 
I have not found one person who is 
happy about that prospect, but I 
have found several people who 
have said “We can’t keep doing 

what we are doing and expect to be able to 
offer the ministries we currently offer.” Therein 
lies the hurt: our congregation has had a 
reputation for generous and faithful 
stewardship for well over fifty years. We have 
found ways to do the things we have wanted 
done for ourselves, while at the same time 
remembering those in poverty, hunger and 
want. I do not want to see that tradition end. 

I’ve been told that the church talks too 
much about money. If you feel that way, please 
turn the page. If you understand that the church 
requires money to operate on a daily basis, then 
I will ask you to prayerfully consider your role 
as a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran in helping 
us move our ministries forward. Thank you. 
Especially in the name of those who are helped 
through your regular offerings – thank you. 

    
 In peace, 

Pastor David Jost 
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Candle Decorating 
Thursday, December 3rd 

1:00 PM 
Music Room 

 

This has been a tradition since Donald Schupp 
was our pastor at St. Paul’s. It’s a Moravian 
tradition. Each color on the candles represents 
a church season. The “tutus” are made out of 
colored tissue.  Each “tutu” is precisely cut by 
hand.  
 
It’s a reverent tradition held by many of our 
long-time members, especially when we sing 
“Silent Night” on Christmas Eve. 
 

This is a true labor of LOVE! 
 
If you have questions, please contact Margie 
Coughlin at (609) 267-6833. 
 
 

TIME TO 
ORDER 

POINSETTIAS 
 

If you would like to order 
a poinsettia to beautify 
the church during the 
Christmas Season, please 

use the order blank below or indicate your 
choice on the Christmas flower envelope in 
your packet. The price of a poinsettia is $7.00. 
Please indicate if you wish to honor someone 
or to dedicate it in memory of someone. Your 
order must be received in the office no later 
than November 30th. There will be no 
exceptions in order to have the correct 
number of  poinsettias. 
 
 

I wish to order _________ Poinsettias 
               (total number of plants) 
A variety of colors of Poinsettias will be 
ordered. After Christmas Eve you may select 
your favorite(s) out of those ordered to take 
home. 
 
Write the sentiment as you wish it to appear in 
list of donors. 
TO HONOR: 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

 

Please pick up your plant as soon as possible 
after the 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship 
Service. Enjoy it yourself or deliver it to 
someone who needs some special Christmas 
cheer. 
 

 
My Name: ____________________________ 
 

My Envelope Number Is: ________________ 
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Dear Bliss/Confusion/Shock, (I’m sorry – I 
don’t know what state I’m in!) 
 In 1674, what is currently New Jersey 
was divided into West New Jersey and East 
New Jersey. Perth Amboy was designated the 
capital of East New Jersey and Burlington was 
the capital of West New Jersey.  The last 
governor of West New Jersey was William 
Franklin, the illegitimate son of 
Benjamin Franklin. During the 
American Revolution, William sided 
with the British and Benjamin sided 
with the colonists. When the 
Revolutionary War ended, William was 
run out of town. The end of the War 
also brought about the unification of 
New Jersey. Or so people thought. 
 Today, it is no longer West and 
East New Jersey that divide us – it is 
North Jersey and South Jersey. (What 
other state talks about itself like that? 
What other state chops its name in 
half? Do people ever say “I’m from North 
Rida” if they live in Tallahassee?) No one 
seems to know where the exact border is 
between North Jersey and South Jersey. I have 
heard tell it is exit 8 of the New Jersey 
Turnpike. I’ve heard tell it’s where your radio 
automatically switches from Philadelphia radio 
stations to New York radio stations. I’ve heard 
tell it’s where you stop getting jimmies on your 
ice cream cone and begin to get sprinkles. 
 One of the biggest dividing lines seems 
to be sports team’s allegiance. If you live in 
North Jersey, you cheer for the Yankees, Mets, 
Giants, Jets, Knicks, Devils, Rangers or 
Islanders. If you live in South Jersey, you cheer 
for the Phillies, Eagles, 76ers, or the Flyers. 
Woe to the person who wears a New York 
jersey to a Philadelphia game! Woe to the 
person sitting at a South Jersey bar who asks 
for a New York game to be shown on the 
television! Lines get drawn in the sand (Asbury 
Park for the north; LBI for the south) and fights 
ensue. 

  
 

 But what about the people who are 
born in New York City and find themselves  
living in southern New Jersey? Shouldn’t they 
be allowed to embrace their allegiance from the 
past? Does it always have to be an “us and 
them” situation? 
 That’s one of the areas where sports 
and the Church differ. St. Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians: “When I was a child, I 
spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child; when 
I became an adult, I put an end to 
childish ways.” St. Paul was 
encouraging the readers to put away 
things of their past and be free to 
live their new life in Christ. In our 
singing of hymns, we sing: “In 
Christ now meet both East and 
West, in Him meet North and 
South; all Christly souls are one in 
Him throughout the whole wide 
earth.” As Christian New Jersey 

residents have done away with their west and 
east distinctions, perhaps it is time to put away 
our north and south distinctions as well. 
 Your congregation is blessed with two 
pastors. The one was born in this region, yet 
she continues to root for the New York 
Yankees. Why? No one seems to be able to 
explain this. Your other pastor was born in 
New York City and continues to root for the 
New York Mets. Why? Obviously, he is a man 
of great wisdom and geographical allegiance. 
You are a favored people to have both of these 
leaders among you. 
 As for me, I have always been a big fan 
of the Jacob and Esau story, so, naturally, I am 
a fan of the Minnesota Twins. 
 Happy Thanksgiving to all of my 
friends in the UNITED New Jersey! 
     
 Your faithful correspondent, 
 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell   
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Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday,  November 25—7:30 PM 

Come worship & give thanks! 
Praise Band will be leading worship 

Scarves for Scholars for College Sophomores 



THE   CHIMES  
   

 
SAINT PAUL’S EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
910 Marne Highway 

 Hainesport, NJ  08036-2666 

       Office Phone No.:     609.267.0740 
                              Fax:     609.267.3798 

E-Mail: stpaulslutheran@comcast.net 
Website: stpaulsh.org 

 

The Reverend Dr. David B. Jost 
Senior Pastor  

The Reverend Laura Esposito 
Associate Pastor  

 
 

Denisemarie Ramos, Director of Music 
 

reJOYce Christian School 
For children 2 1/2 years—Kindergarten  

 

JOYfull House  
Extended Care Program For children ages 3—13 

 

609.267.1443 
Karen Boettge, Director 

 

Sunday School Director: Beverly Grazioli, 
beverly.j@outlook.com 
 

 All Congregation Council meetings are 
open to YOU. Congregational Council 
Minutes are available after each month’s 
meeting.  You can find copies of the minutes 
on the table in the narthex.  Please feel free 
to take a copy and become better informed.  
Copies of the Church Constitution are also 
available in the office. 

 

ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 Rooted in God’s unconditional love,  
the congregation of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

commits mind, body, spirit and treasure 
to make all people disciples of Christ, to share God’s abundance and  

to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed. 

   CHIMES articles are due on the 2nd Friday of each month, or as announced.   
  Please leave articles in the church secretary’s mailbox, 

e-mail them to stpaulslutheran@comcast.net or bring them to the church office 
between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  
MEMBERS 

 
St. Paul’s Church Staff 

Senior Pastor     The Reverend Dr. David B. Jost  
Associate Pastor    The Reverend Laura Esposito 
Sexton  Dennis Mroczkowski 
Business Manager      Karen McMahon  
Church Secretary  Corrine L. Mattson        
       
 
 

Our Music Ministers 
Director of Music  Denisemarie Ramos 
 Ark Angels Band 
 Capstone Band 
 Same Spirit Band 
 The Christus Choir 
 Praise Band 
Cherub Choir Director            Karen Boettge 
Chapel Choir Directors Jackie Smith   
Chi Rho Choir Director               Sandra Jost 
Handbell Director Jackie Smith 
Chorale Director Pastor David Jost    
 
 

reJOYce Christian School 
Director  Karen Boettge  
JOYfull House Supervisor                    Adrienne Boudreaux 
Teachers Casey Fox 
                                                                       Elaine Jardine 
                                                                    Renee Ranfone 
                                                                         Carin Sutton                                                               
Teachers’ Aides                               Christopher Evans  

Julie Pratt  
Macy Pratt  

                                                       Kathleen Stoltzfus                                                                           
 
 
   
  

  

 

Worship Services: 

 
Saturday, 7:30 PM 

   
Sunday, 8:00 AM 
 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 
 
Sunday, 11:00 AM 
 
Sunday School: 
10:30—11:30 AM 
On Disciples First Sundays, 
Sunday School is from 
12:45—1:45 PM 
  

 
    
 
 

 

Staff E-mail Addresses: 
 

Pastor Jost:  drdavidjost@comcast.net 
Laura Esposito  laura.esposito@comcast.net 
Denisemarie Ramos:  navigator268@yahoo.com 

Karen Boettge:  rejoyceschool@comcast.net 
Corrine Mattson:  stpaulslutheran@comcast.net 
Karen McMahon:   stpaulsfinance@comcast.net 
 

Pastor David Jost                           
Pastor Laura Esposito 
                   

Vice President 
    Paul Welch                          
 

Treasurer 
    Frank Johnson                         
 

Congregation Secretary 
   Sasha Makuka                               
 

Recording Secretary 
    Marybeth Johns 
 

Fellowship Team 
    Ann Lopez 
    Donna DeCillis 
 

Property Committee 
    Rob Dolge 
    Eric Van Laarhoven                                 
 

Discipleship Team 
      Erick Soles 
      Paul Welch 
 

Finance Team 
     Bill Lynch            
 

Stewardship Education Team 

     Frank Johnson 
 

Social Ministry Committee 
      Jennifer Cripps 
      Louise Hikade                     
 

Mutual Ministry Team 
   Paul Welch, ex officio 
 

Worship Team  
 

reJOYce School Board 
     Bill Lynch    
 

Youth, Adult & Family Ministries 
    Sasha Makuka  
    Karen Platt  
    Evan Schwarzmann   
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