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Dear Levis and Wranglers (I call you that because 

your faith is deeply rooted in your genes), 

 There is a blue jean company that uses a 

three-word slogan in all their ad campaigns: 

“Real. Comfortable. Jeans.” They are telling 

consumers that their products are real blue jeans.  

They are telling us that their jeans are 

comfortable. And they are telling us that these are 

not to be mistaken for suit pants – these are jeans! 

Short, sweet and to the point. 

 Compare that to the 

pork producers, who came up 

with “Pork. The other white 

meat.” Now, what exactly 

does that five word phrase 

mean? Pork is better than 

chicken? Or pork is better 

than beef, which isn’t a white 

meat, so the word “other” 

doesn’t make sense. There’s 

too much thinking that goes 

into those five words. I like 

simplicity (as you can tell 

from reading my articles!). 

 So I got to thinking, 

perhaps Saint Paul’s Lutheran 

could benefit from a three word slogan. Oh, I 

know you use “Blessed to be a blessing” as your 

motto, but so few people read the Old Testament 

today that they may not know what that phrase 

means. (If you read Genesis 12:1-4, you’ll get the 

gist of the story.) I put on my thinking cap and 

came up with this: “Joyful. Meaningful. 

Worship.” I think that sums up what St. Paul’s is 

all about in three simple words: “Joyful. 

Meaningful. Worship.” 

 Why “joyful”? The times I have 

worshipped at your congregation, there is a 
palpable joy that runs rampant within your walls. 

There used to be a pastor at your church that told 

others “at St. Paul’s, the Holy Spirit is free to do 

its thing.” I find that to be true even today. Back 

in April, your Stewardship Education Team took  

 

a leap of faith and sponsored “FaithFull 

Stewards”, an educational event for congregations 

throughout New Jersey. The Team had 

determined that the congregation had the space 

and the people resources and the connections to 

other people to make this event happen.  The tent 

out front and the laughter in the narthex combined 

to tell people this was a place of joy and learning! 

 All the participants really had to do was 

look at the huge frog that was on the 

wall by the kitchen! That reminded 

everybody to “Fully Rely On God”. This 

was a major lesson in your Sunday 

School and it joyfully reminded 

everybody about the power of prayer. 

 I’ve been told that even at a 

funeral service, there is laughter amidst 

the tears. You call a funeral service a 

“service of remembrance and 

celebration”. That sets the tone of joy for 

anyone who attends. 

 I have heard worship services, 

and church in general, critiqued by some 

as being boring. I am invigorated by the 

flexibility that your congregation 

demonstrates in trying new things and 

attempting new approaches for bringing the very 

familiar Gospel story into the 21st century. With 

so much depressing news all around us, it is 

refreshing to know that yours is a congregation 

that seeks to celebrate the joy that God has given 

us in Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  

 One of my favorite hymns is “Joyful, 

joyful, we adore thee, God of Heaven, Lord of 

love!” It captures the sense of joy that should be 

included in every worship service in every 

congregation. I think a simple three word phrase 

can remind people of that each time they read it: 

“Joyful. Meaningful. Worship”. 

 Next month: “Meaningful”. 

     
 Your faithful correspondent, 

 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 
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Dear Friends, 

 By the time you read 

this, I will have begun my 

sabbatical leave. I have a book about 

sabbatical planning that is titled “Clergy 

Renewal”. Ideally, that’s what a pastor’s 

sabbatical is supposed to be about. 

 I have had some clergy approach me 

and tell me how unfair this is. They tell me that 

in all their years of ministry, they never took a 

sabbatical.  What they are really saying is that 

in all their years of ministry, they never asked 

for a sabbatical. Our ELCA spells 

out very clearly that every pastor is 

entitled to a sabbatical after seven 

years of continuous service in one 

congregation. The Church realizes 

the importance of Sabbath rest and 

the renewal it brings. 

 I like the sabbatical time 

because it gives me an extended 

period of time to read, study and 

research a topic. I probably would 

not be so keen about a leave if there were not 

very competent people here at St. Paul’s to 

carry on all the great ministries we do. If I were 

a solo pastor, I would have to apply for grants 

and financial help to cover the expenses of 

bringing in other pastors to lead worship and 

carry out the administrative stuff of the church 

office. But with Pastor Esposito and the other 

members of our current staff, that is not a 

concern. Or a worry. 

 “Well, Pastor Jost, if you’re on 

sabbatical, who is going to plan all the autumn 

events?” Pastor Esposito and I have already 

planned out the schedules for 1) first 

communion classes, fall and spring; 2) new 

member classes, fall and spring; 3) catechism 

class, all year; 4) Christmas Eve schedule of 

worship services; and 5) T-Cubed.  It’s under 

control. 

 There’s a fantastic story in the Bible 

about a time when Jesus was teaching on a 

hillside, and he was so popular that hundreds of 

people came to hear him.  It got to be dinner 

time and the disciples began to panic: “How 

will we feed all these people? Send them to the 

Wawa in town to get something to eat!” And 

Jesus said, in so many words “Don’t worry. It’s 

all under control.” He then proceeded to feed 

the thousands of people with fish and bread. 

And everyone was fed. Everyone was satisfied. 

 In these summer months, provisions 

have been made so that 

everyone can be fed; 

everyone can be satisfied 

that the ministries of St. 

Paul’s will go on as normal. 

The members of the 

Congregation Council have 

roles assigned to them for 

the summer. The staff 

knows what is expected of 

them. I have my 

assignments for the summer laid out for myself 

of reading, writing and relaxing. 

 “And leaving the crowd behind, they 

took him with them in the boat…he was in the 

stern, asleep on the cushion.” (Mark 4:36, 38) 

Even Jesus knew when it was time to take a 

break from the ministry and catch some 

renewing rest. I look forward to imitating 

Jesus! 

     

 In peace, 

 Pastor David Jost 

   

July Card Shower to: 

Jim and Nancy McKeown 

706 Rancocas Ave 

Hainesport, NJ 08036 
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Continued from previous page… 

 

 Book and Bake sales have served our 

youth also, thanks again to you, Kathleen, and 

to others who have helped as well. This year’s 

proceeds are going to the 2015 National Youth 

Gathering in Detroit. Several of our Senior 

High Youth Group are gearing up for this 

event; and later this summer several of our 

catechism students will be attending 

Confirmation Camp at Cross Roads Camp in 

New Jersey. 

 And let us also lift up our dedicated 

Sunday school teachers, reJOYce Christian 

school teachers, Vacation Bible School  and 

Bible study teachers and leaders.   Add to them 

our talented musicians who offer so much to 

our worship services – three children’s choirs, 

two adult choirs, a Bell choir, and four bands,. 

For heavens sake! I could go on and on, I’m 

sure. But I think you get my drift. St. Paul’s is 

special!!! We have, indeed, been blessed to be 

a blessing. 

 God, of course, is averse to any signs 

of boasting or pride we might take in our 

accomplishments. It is not something that 

brings Him the greatest joy. But, I have to 

think He might be smiling just a bit when He 

sees all that’s going on at His church on Marne 

Highway in Hainesport, N.J.                  

 

 Dave Pagenkopf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook Friends! 

 SHARE!!! Share with everyone the 

posts about St. Paul’s Church. Just don’t like 

the posts, although please do like them, but 

share them. 

 We live in a quickly changing world 

and social media is an imperative that just ten 

years ago was not that important. 

 So it’s time to hit the ground running. 

Share your church experiences, and share posts 

you see about our church with your friends. 

That’s how it works!  

 

 

Thank You!! 

 

The telephone committee 

would like to thank Don 

Sutton, James McMahon 

and John Schwarzmann who 

have help with the process 

of selecting a new phone 

system.  We expect the new system to be up 

and running by August.  The church will also 

have WIFI (password protected) access 

throughout the building. 
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St. Paul’s...Privileged to Serve 
  

 During the past few months we have 

directed our thoughts to those characteristics of 

Jesus that we, as Christians, might seek to 

adopt; i.e., anything about Him that would help 

us become more like Him. Love, for example - 

also, obedience, and bringing joy to our Father. 

 May I now recommend service as 

being one of Christ’s 

finest qualities? He says 

that when we serve 

others, we serve Him. 

He adds, “Whoever 

wants to be a leader 

among you must 

become your servant 

…. for even the Son of 

Man came not to be 

served, but to serve others (Matthew 20: 26, 

28).  

 His apostle, Paul, had this to say about 

serving in his letter to the Romans: “Never be 

lazy, but work hard, and serve the Lord 

enthusiastically (Romans 12:11). 

 How do we go about serving God here 

at St. Paul’s? I’m glad you asked. As servants 

in Jesus’ church body, what you have 

accomplished is quite remarkable. There are so 

many of you who are putting to good use the 

spiritual gifts God has given you to serve 

others. Take our Social Ministry Team, for 

example. Just check out their outreach as it’s 

reported every month in the Chimes, our 

monthly newsletter – collecting baby items, for 

example, for a Crosswords Program, Capable 

Adolescent Mothers; beautiful quilts, carefully 

made by our Needle and Thread group, and 

hundreds of shawls lovingly created by our 

Shawl Sharers – all of these for the sick and 

shut-ins. And many of you keep our Food 

Pantry supplied with not just food for the 

needy, but with other items like toilet paper, 

tissues and paper towels. 

 We serve others every time we drop 

our offering envelope in the plate—one percent 

of it going to Bridge of Peace Lutheran Church 

in Camden, where they serve the hungry in the 

Camden community. And we see loving 

service when Frank and Kathleen Johnson stuff 

their car with boxes and boxes of food and 

head for Bridge of Peace. And 

all of this is paid for in full 

through St. Paul’s food ministry. 

 Many of you have been 

keeping our food shelves in the 

Narthex filled with food and 

many other items such as toilet 

paper, tissues, and paper towels; 

and this is when the Lynch 

family takes over, gathering car 

loads of these items and 

delivering them to food banks for the needy in 

our community, such as St. Vincent DePaul, 

Mt. Nebo, and Extended Hand Ministries. 

Good job, all of you! 

 And we see service every day as our 

pastors and church staff perform at high levels. 

And, so it is when our Sexton and Property 

Team members are working hard to keep our 

buildings and grounds in good order.  

 Yes, serving others and Christ has been 

a part of St. Paul’s DNA for decades. Our own 

Mitch Cramer, for example, has served the 

youth of our community as a Boy Scout leader 

for sixty-seven years. How about that! He says 

he does it because he loves teen-agers even 

with all their foibles. Mitch has four Eagle 

Scouts in his family alone (two sons and two 

grandsons); and he has led sixteen others to 

reach this lofty goal, as well. 

  

Continued on following page... 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 

 

 This is a new, exciting, and slightly 

fearful time to be the church.  Most congregations 

are still running off the 1950’s model of doing/

being church.  That model worked well then when 

suburbia was growing, GI’s home from the war 

were starting families, and our country was in an 

economic boom.  Many congregations refer to this 

time as the “good old days” when the sanctuaries 

were packed, Sunday School overflowing and 

churches were social activity hubs in their 

communities.  Then times started changing; we 

moved into the 60’s and Vietnam and rather than 

address what was occurring in our society, 

churches pretended it was still the 50’s and kept 

doing the same things. Congregations continued 

doing that in the 70’s, 80’s, 90’s, and 2,000’s. 

 St. Paul’s has adapted and changed with 

the times.  Adding worship services, adding and 

subtracting staff, shifting worship times, offering 

many educational opportunities on different days 

and at different times to try to make it more 

accessible to more people.  For a while we saw an 

increase in attendance and membership and now, 

like many, many congregations, those numbers 

are decreasing.  Demands on people’s time 

appears to be growing as we become involved in 

more and more activities like youth sports, 

working longer hours, clubs, music, and non 

church groups that fill our schedules. Many folks 

feel so overburdened with responsibilities they 

just want to show up for something and let others 

do all the work and planning.  Congregations of 

all sizes feel its impact. 

 We are a larger sized congregation that is 

very active; and we, too, stand at a crossroads.  

Do we want to continue the ministries we are 

doing?  Do we want to revamp certain ministries?  

Do we want to create new ones?  If you have 

answered yes, then we need to support them.  We 

need dedicated volunteers to head up these 

ministry areas and teams of volunteers to carry 

out these ministries. We also need financial 

support to fund our ministries.  

 If we received more in giving, we could 

also hire more staff to oversee ministry areas— in 

planning, coordinating, working more closely 

with people in those areas, and overseeing the day 

to day functions of those areas, reducing some of 

the planning and coordinating load on volunteers.   

 Allow me to lift up one of the ministries 

in this congregation as I share a vision with you.  

Our preschool program has grown a lot over the 

past several years.  Two years ago we even added 

another class and with it another teacher and aide!  

For some of our preschool classes we now have a 

waiting list because the classes are full!  What a 

blessing to have an educational ministry that 

serves the community and teaches young children 

about God’s love. This ministry invites, 

welcomes, and ministers to their families and 

helps set a firm foundation for young children. 

This is a ministry that is thriving and running out 

of space!  This is even after the preschool used its 

own money to renovate the education wing.  Our 

preschool ministry is very successful and yet our 

preschool director position is only part time. The 

director is church staff and the congregation pays 

half the salary and the preschool pays the other 

half. Think of how successful our preschool 

ministry could be if we could make that position 

full time, increase classroom space, increase pay 

for the preschool staff, and provide some funding 

for them to continue and further their education!   

 With some more staff in the congregation 

we could have staff dedicated to families, 

children, youth, young adults, older adults to help 

us better minister across all age groups to help all 

of God’s people grow in faith and know God’s 

love. 

 That’s my vision.  How will we address 

the changes in our society and support and carry 
out the ministries of Christ’s Church?   
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July Food Collection 
Healthy Snacks, Boxed Drinks, 

Peanut Butter & Jelly, 
Easy lunch items 

(children are out of school 

and the needs for food will be greater) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Big Thank You to everyone who helped 

with the World Hunger Breakfast! 

 Thank you to the wonderful gals who 

shopped, prepared, set up, made beautiful 

tablescapes, served, bussed tables, and cleaned 

up: Janice Steinberg, Claudia O’Malley, 

Marilyn Phifer, and Melissa Headrick. 

 Thanks for all the help in the kitchen: 

our head chef, Carl Brink, and his crew—Bob 

Langer, Jonny Stankinas, Bill Lynch and Jerry 

Thomson. 

 Total given was $944! 

 THANK YOU! 

 

BUZZ... 
Picture this: a beautiful Sunday 

morning driving to church. Blue 

sky, puffy clouds. You stop at 

an intersection and hear the 

birds singing. As you drive along, you notice a 

pack of bicyclists—about 30 in number. Oh, I 

know what you are thinking: “Why are they 

hogging the road. It’s called SHARE the road 

and why aren’t you in church?” 

 But, no, it’s too beautiful of a day, so 

you carefully and cautiously pass thanking God 

that he has given them such a beautiful day to 

go biking. As you pull into St. Paul’s and park 

your car, you notice all the beautiful trees and 

grounds full of colorful flowers and the birds 

are chirping. You exchange greetings while 

walking toward the door. It is a beautiful day! 

BUZZ, BUZZ! Wait, what’s that? Closer to the 

door—BUZZ, BUZZBUZZ! Why aren't the 

birds chirping and singing? BUZZ, BUZZ! 

 

Yes—they’re back! We have 
again been infested 

with mosquitos! 
Join in the Malaria Campaign 

the one weekend of July 18th & 
19th! You will have a chance to 
donate—please be generous. 
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MUSIC MATTERS 
by Denisemarie 

Ramos 

 
Hug Your Local Rock Musician 
 

   The hazy daze of summer is upon us. 

Let the cook outs begin, with vacations and 

travels abounding, and pool parties all day long. 

Lets us immerse ourselves in sun and sunburns, 

air-conditioning so cold that if it was winter we 

would be turning up the heat, and yummy 

homegrown vegetables that make it fun to eat 

healthy. 

      As you know, many of our music 

ensembles go on retreat for the summer. This 

makes a lot of sense, because of so many 

people going on vacation for summer, it would 

be difficult to have regular rehearsals and have 

a full crew on Sunday mornings. Plus, it is a 

well-deserved rest for all of the wonderful 

music they add to worship the other three 

seasons. 

    Then there is the 9:30 service. Unlike 

our other three services, where one musician 

can provide music for worship, the music of 

9:30 is only possible to produce with an 

ensemble. Now here is where I come to the 

main part of this article: the musicians of the 

9:30 service volunteer every week, 12 months 

out of the year. 

 It is quite a commitment and one I have 

such an appreciation for; I cannot begin to tell 

you of my love for these people. 

    It doesn’t matter which service you 

prefer. These people are your neighbors; they 

serve with you on committees and in many 

church ministries.  

    So I ask you this summer to show your 

appreciation for their dedication. Hug your 

local 9:30 musician, and let them know that you 

are thoughtful of them, and thankful for their 

never-ending devotion to one of our very well 

attended services, I know I am! 

 Larry Burke: lead male vocalist 

 Lisa Burke: sound technician 

 Melissa Headrick: lead female vocalist 

 Pat Jambor: lead guitarist 

 John Moceri: drummer  

 Andy Opperman: bass guitarist/rhythm 

guitar 

 Val Ramos: bass guitarist  

  

 Ark Angels are playing this summer as 

well. They are practicing every week and you 

can worship with them at 9:30 on August 2nd. 

 Anneka Bell: piano 

 Matthew Burke: vocals 

 Thomas Burr: guitar/vocals 

 Rachel Littrell: guitar/vocals 

 Matthew Mulkay:drums 

 Cory Opperman: bass 

 James Ryan: vocals 

 

        See you in worship! 

 Denisemarie Ramos 

 

 

 
Open Enrollment begins 

in September 
For the Trevose Behavior 

Modification Group that meets 
on Wednesday nights! 

If you are interested or have 
questions, please contact Jean 

Stokes (609) 744-4274. 
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 The youth of St. Paul’s are ready for 

the summer!  This summer brings travel, life 

experiences, and growing in faith.  The Sr. 

High Youth will be at the ELCA National 

Youth Gathering July 14-July 19 where they 

will join in worship with tens of thousands of 

fellow Lutherans, hear stories of 

encouragement and faith, support the city of 

Detroit through service projects, grow 

relationships and grow in their own faith.  It is 

sure to be a life changing experience. 

 Jr. High Youth will be heading to 

Confirmation Camp August 2-August 7.  They 

will be studying the New Testament this year, 

which is sure to bring many of the stories of 

Jesus to life.  It is always a time to meet up 

with old friends, make new friends, grow in 

faith and have a great time doing so.  Please 

keep all of the youth and adults attending these 

events in your prayers.   

 Thank you to everyone who has helped 

support the youth of St. Paul’s in these trips.  

Without your continued support, many of these 

retreats, camps, and gatherings would not be 

possible.   

 Lastly, I would like to say “Thank 

You” to everyone who has supported me in 

being the Youth & Family liaison for the past 2 

years.  After a lot of soul searching and prayer, 

I have decided to step down from this position.  

Several reasons play into the decision, the main 

one being my family.  After watching so many 

children grow into amazing young adults it is 

now time for me to watch Sara, Abi, Josh and 

Alex do the same.  My family and I have been 

blessed beyond belief by the families of St. 

Paul’s for allowing us into your life.  Many 

people keep telling me thank you but it you 

who should be thanked.  You have each 

touched my life and made it better.    

 
 Marisa Bozarth 

  

Youth & Family Ministry 
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Watch for information about 
Disciples’ First Sunday! 

Coming the FIRST SUNDAY 
in October to St. Paul’s! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark Your Calendar: 

Car Show 
Saturday, September 19th 

at St. Paul’s 
Benefits Wounded Warriors 

 

There will be a Car Show meeting on Sunday, 

July 12th at 10:30 in the parish hall—right after 

9:30 worship! Coffee and bagels will be 

supplied! You just bring ideas and enthusiasm! 
 
If you have questions, contact Dean Larson. 

 

 

Tuesday, July 21st 
2:00—6:45 PM 

In the Music Room 
Why Should You Donate Blood? 

You don’t need a special reason to give blood. 

You just need your own reason. 

 

Some of us give blood because we were asked 

by a friend. Some of us give blood because we 

know a family member or a friend might need 

blood someday. Some of us give blood because 

we believe it is the right thing to do. 

 

The need for blood is constant. Your 

contribution is very important to maintain a 

healthy and plentiful blood supply. When you 

donate through the Red Cross, you help save 

lives by giving of yourself in just about an 

hour. You may never meet the person who 

receives your blood, but you’ll feel good 

knowing you helped change a life. 

 

What are the Basic Eligibility 

Requirements? 

If you are at least 17 years old (16 with parental 

permission), weigh a minimum of 110 pounds 

and are in general good health and feeling well 

on the day of donation, you may be eligible to 

give blood. Eligible donors can give every two 

months. 

 

Sign up for a time on the 21st when you come 

to worship or call the church office (609) 267-

0740. 
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reJOYce School 

news for July 
 

JOYfull House is closed 

now for the summer – but 

reJOYce “summer camps” 

will be underway after 

VBS!  So don’t be 

surprised if you stop by the 

church in July and see kids in the education 

wing, the Parish Hall, or the playground.  We’ll 

be doing as much as possible outside – like 

“splash painting” on mural paper attached to 

the playground fence and building giant “sand 

castles” out of cardboard boxes!   

 

Thank you to everyone who has helped our 

program this year – special thanks to Dennis 

for keeping our space clean and all the fabulous 

teachers & aides who made each day special.  

 

If you’re been collecting Campbell’s Labels-for

-Education we’d like to thank you, too, and our 

LFE coordinator, Sandy Sambucci!  You can 

continue to help us through the summer by 

turning your labels in to the can on the shelf in 

the coatroom.  We’ve saving our points and 

hope to have enough to “purchase” playground 

toys.   

 

Enrollment for the 2015-16 school year is on-

going.  So far we have 60 children enrolled in 

our various programs for fall.  Space is still 

available – especially in the afternoons!   

 

New brochures are ready and available in the 

Narthex.  If you have a friend or neighbor with 

a preschool-aged child, please feel free to take 

a copy to share.  reJOYce offers both 

traditional part-time preschool classes for ages 

2-1/2 though 5 AND full-day programs for ages 

3-5.   

JOYfull House offers before and after-school 

options for local families with transportation 

provided to and from Hainesport School.  We 

also provide a full-day option for Hainesport 

Kindergarten students.  Check us out!  More 

information is available on-line at 

www.rejoyceschool.org.   

 

For enrollment information, please call Karen 

Boettge at 267-1443, send an email to 

rejoyceschool@comcast.net or drop on by the 

reJOYce office. 

 

By the way – if you have empty jam jars you 

don’t need, please bring them on in to the 

church office.  Mrs. Boettge will be making 

jam in the fall for our annual Holiday Bazaar 

set for December 12th, 2015! 

Pastoral Acts for May 

 

Baptisms: None.  

 

Funerals: None. 

 

Weddings: None. 
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Congratulations to our High 

School Graduates! 

 

The following graduates 

participated in Wrapped in 

Love on June 13/14: 

 

Katelyn Farah 

Will be attending James Madison University in 

Harrisonburg, VA. 

Area of study: communications 

 

Paige McCleery 

Will be attending Moore College of Art and 

Design in Philadelphia. 

Area of study: illustrations and fine arts. 

 

Nicholas Roth 

Will be attending College of New Jersey 

 

Robin Schwarzmann 

Will be attending Messiah College 

Area of study: history 

 

Bryce Turkheimer 

Will be attending Towson University in 

Maryland. 

Area of study: mass communications/public 

relations. 

 

Also graduating: Brianna Filippini, Catherine 

Rosnick, Amanda Williams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you for all 

the prayers during my long 

recovery and treatment!  

 Please continue to 

remember me in prayer 

during the weeks ahead. 

 God Bless! 

 Gail Blakeslee 

 

 

Congratulations to these St. Paul’s youth who 

were inducted into the National Honor Society 

at RVRHS: Katie Smith, Jonathan Platt, Jake 

Jambor, Hannah Schwarzmann, and Paige 

Braude. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Lutheran Day at Great 
Adventure 

July 6, 2015 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/
mailto:rejoyceschool@comcast.net


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

2 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

3 

Church Office Closed 

for Holiday 

4 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

5 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

6 

  8:30 AM VBS 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

7 

 
8:30 AM VBS 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

8 

 8:30 AM VBS 

 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

9 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

8:30 AM VBS 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

10 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

8:30 AM VBS 

11 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

12 

   8:00 AM Worship 

   9:30 AM Worship 
  10:30 AM Car Show Mtg (PH) 
  11:00 AM Worship 

13 

  8:30 AM reJOYce Camp (Ed) 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

14 

 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM Teams Night 

15 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

16 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

17 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

      Chimes Articles Due 

18 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

 

 

Malaria Campaign 

19 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 
 
 
Malaria Campaign 

20 

  8:30 AM reJOYce Camp (Ed) 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

21 

2:00 PM Blood Drive (MR) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM Congregation Council 

22 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

23 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

24 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

25 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:00 PM NA (MR) 

26 

     8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    11:00 AM Worship 

27 

  8:30 AM reJOYce Camp (Ed) 

  9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

28 

10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

29 

 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts 

30 

6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 

31 

8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

 

 

Chimes Assembly 

 

Church Bldg 

H - Hearth Room 

M - Music Room 

N - Narthex 

O - Church Office 

PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 

Wing 

S - Sanctuary 

Study House (SH) 

C - Conference 

Room 

G - Great Room 

L - Library 

Q - Quilt Room 

B - Basement 

Youth Group Gone to ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit July 14—19. 
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Sunday School  ~ U R Wanted and Needed! 

Sunday School Leaders 
& Helpers 

REWARD 
1,000,000 Smiles 

For helping kids love God and 
sharing your Jesus Joy. 

No experience required! 

7 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Our theme is Bible Blast to the Past, and our 

planning team has been working hard to make 

the children’s time with us meaningful and fun! 

VBS will run from 7/6 through 7/10 this year, 

from 8:30 a.m. until 12 noon each day 

EXCEPT FOR WET ‘N WILD FRIDAY! 

Friday, students will participate in an end-of-

VBS program from 12 until 12:30 p.m.  

Parents, relatives and friends of students are 

welcome to attend the end-of-VBS program! 

 

Make sure we have an orange health for and 

copy of the insurance card for each child 

attending VBS! 

 

We still need some items for VBS, so check 

out the donation poster in the narthex. Thank 

you to those who have already brought in 

needed items! 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all those who have made 

Message in a Minute a wonderful part of the 

9:30 worship service this school year! The 

children enjoy it so much! 

 

Thank you to Lisa Burke and Pastor Jost for 

writing the skits and thank you to each and 

every person who has had a role in any skit 

during the year! You are all wonderful! 

 

Please remember to thank these volunteers for 

this important ministry1 

 

Volunteers do so many jobs at St. Paul’s that 

really enhance the ministry. You are very much 

appreciated.  

 

 

Help us Fill the Bulletin Board with Travel Pictures! 

Where will St. Paul’s Travel this Summer? 

Send us a postcard or a digital image 

of where you have traveled. 

We will post it on the bulletin board 

In the narthex. 

Safe travels! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wanted+clip+art&view=detailv2&&&id=F5857E1878D40929CB21E7EBC8FF29B2323A7D80&selectedIndex=18&ccid=8Z/whfIX&simid=607991507995004222&thid=JN.5lDAAUE4qA9HmswCYg%2b66A
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=People+Silhouette+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&&id=6183CF48324FADAAC51A12E929CB65BA74F48E99&selectedIndex=48&ccid=VTdC6xUx&simid=607987328990053998&thid=JN.GBRMrG0LZOmylIojkKjOdA
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from 8:30 a.m. until 12 noon each day 

EXCEPT FOR WET ‘N WILD FRIDAY! 

Friday, students will participate in an end-of-

VBS program from 12 until 12:30 p.m.  

Parents, relatives and friends of students are 

welcome to attend the end-of-VBS program! 

 

Make sure we have an orange health for and 

copy of the insurance card for each child 

attending VBS! 

 

We still need some items for VBS, so check 

out the donation poster in the narthex. Thank 

you to those who have already brought in 

needed items! 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all those who have made 

Message in a Minute a wonderful part of the 

9:30 worship service this school year! The 

children enjoy it so much! 

 

Thank you to Lisa Burke and Pastor Jost for 

writing the skits and thank you to each and 

every person who has had a role in any skit 

during the year! You are all wonderful! 

 

Please remember to thank these volunteers for 

this important ministry1 

 

Volunteers do so many jobs at St. Paul’s that 

really enhance the ministry. You are very much 

appreciated.  

 

 

Help us Fill the Bulletin Board with Travel Pictures! 

Where will St. Paul’s Travel this Summer? 

Send us a postcard or a digital image 

of where you have traveled. 

We will post it on the bulletin board 

In the narthex. 

Safe travels! 
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reJOYce School 

news for July 
 

JOYfull House is closed 

now for the summer – but 

reJOYce “summer camps” 

will be underway after 

VBS!  So don’t be 

surprised if you stop by the 

church in July and see kids in the education 

wing, the Parish Hall, or the playground.  We’ll 

be doing as much as possible outside – like 

“splash painting” on mural paper attached to 

the playground fence and building giant “sand 

castles” out of cardboard boxes!   

 

Thank you to everyone who has helped our 

program this year – special thanks to Dennis 

for keeping our space clean and all the fabulous 

teachers & aides who made each day special.  

 

If you’re been collecting Campbell’s Labels-for

-Education we’d like to thank you, too, and our 

LFE coordinator, Sandy Sambucci!  You can 

continue to help us through the summer by 

turning your labels in to the can on the shelf in 

the coatroom.  We’ve saving our points and 

hope to have enough to “purchase” playground 

toys.   

 

Enrollment for the 2015-16 school year is on-

going.  So far we have 60 children enrolled in 

our various programs for fall.  Space is still 

available – especially in the afternoons!   

 

New brochures are ready and available in the 

Narthex.  If you have a friend or neighbor with 

a preschool-aged child, please feel free to take 

a copy to share.  reJOYce offers both 

traditional part-time preschool classes for ages 

2-1/2 though 5 AND full-day programs for ages 

3-5.   

JOYfull House offers before and after-school 

options for local families with transportation 

provided to and from Hainesport School.  We 

also provide a full-day option for Hainesport 

Kindergarten students.  Check us out!  More 

information is available on-line at 

www.rejoyceschool.org.   

 

For enrollment information, please call Karen 

Boettge at 267-1443, send an email to 

rejoyceschool@comcast.net or drop on by the 

reJOYce office. 

 

By the way – if you have empty jam jars you 

don’t need, please bring them on in to the 

church office.  Mrs. Boettge will be making 

jam in the fall for our annual Holiday Bazaar 

set for December 12th, 2015! 

Pastoral Acts for May 

 

Baptisms: None.  

 

Funerals: None. 

 

Weddings: None. 
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Congratulations to our High 

School Graduates! 

 

The following graduates 

participated in Wrapped in 

Love on June 13/14: 

 

Katelyn Farah 

Will be attending James Madison University in 

Harrisonburg, VA. 

Area of study: communications 

 

Paige McCleery 

Will be attending Moore College of Art and 

Design in Philadelphia. 

Area of study: illustrations and fine arts. 

 

Nicholas Roth 

Will be attending College of New Jersey 

 

Robin Schwarzmann 

Will be attending Messiah College 

Area of study: history 

 

Bryce Turkheimer 

Will be attending Towson University in 

Maryland. 

Area of study: mass communications/public 

relations. 

 

Also graduating: Brianna Filippini, Catherine 

Rosnick, Amanda Williams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you for all 

the prayers during my long 

recovery and treatment!  

 Please continue to 

remember me in prayer 

during the weeks ahead. 

 God Bless! 

 Gail Blakeslee 

 

 

Congratulations to these St. Paul’s youth who 

were inducted into the National Honor Society 

at RVRHS: Katie Smith, Jonathan Platt, Jake 

Jambor, Hannah Schwarzmann, and Paige 

Braude. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Lutheran Day at Great 
Adventure 

July 6, 2015 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/
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 The youth of St. Paul’s are ready for 

the summer!  This summer brings travel, life 

experiences, and growing in faith.  The Sr. 

High Youth will be at the ELCA National 

Youth Gathering July 14-July 19 where they 

will join in worship with tens of thousands of 

fellow Lutherans, hear stories of 

encouragement and faith, support the city of 

Detroit through service projects, grow 

relationships and grow in their own faith.  It is 

sure to be a life changing experience. 

 Jr. High Youth will be heading to 

Confirmation Camp August 2-August 7.  They 

will be studying the New Testament this year, 

which is sure to bring many of the stories of 

Jesus to life.  It is always a time to meet up 

with old friends, make new friends, grow in 

faith and have a great time doing so.  Please 

keep all of the youth and adults attending these 

events in your prayers.   

 Thank you to everyone who has helped 

support the youth of St. Paul’s in these trips.  

Without your continued support, many of these 

retreats, camps, and gatherings would not be 

possible.   

 Lastly, I would like to say “Thank 

You” to everyone who has supported me in 

being the Youth & Family liaison for the past 2 

years.  After a lot of soul searching and prayer, 

I have decided to step down from this position.  

Several reasons play into the decision, the main 

one being my family.  After watching so many 

children grow into amazing young adults it is 

now time for me to watch Sara, Abi, Josh and 

Alex do the same.  My family and I have been 

blessed beyond belief by the families of St. 

Paul’s for allowing us into your life.  Many 

people keep telling me thank you but it you 

who should be thanked.  You have each 

touched my life and made it better.    

 
 Marisa Bozarth 

  

Youth & Family Ministry 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Watch for information about 
Disciples’ First Sunday! 

Coming the FIRST SUNDAY 
in October to St. Paul’s! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark Your Calendar: 

Car Show 
Saturday, September 19th 

at St. Paul’s 
Benefits Wounded Warriors 

 

There will be a Car Show meeting on Sunday, 

July 12th at 10:30 in the parish hall—right after 

9:30 worship! Coffee and bagels will be 

supplied! You just bring ideas and enthusiasm! 
 
If you have questions, contact Dean Larson. 

 

 

Tuesday, July 21st 
2:00—6:45 PM 

In the Music Room 
Why Should You Donate Blood? 

You don’t need a special reason to give blood. 

You just need your own reason. 

 

Some of us give blood because we were asked 

by a friend. Some of us give blood because we 

know a family member or a friend might need 

blood someday. Some of us give blood because 

we believe it is the right thing to do. 

 

The need for blood is constant. Your 

contribution is very important to maintain a 

healthy and plentiful blood supply. When you 

donate through the Red Cross, you help save 

lives by giving of yourself in just about an 

hour. You may never meet the person who 

receives your blood, but you’ll feel good 

knowing you helped change a life. 

 

What are the Basic Eligibility 

Requirements? 

If you are at least 17 years old (16 with parental 

permission), weigh a minimum of 110 pounds 

and are in general good health and feeling well 

on the day of donation, you may be eligible to 

give blood. Eligible donors can give every two 

months. 

 

Sign up for a time on the 21st when you come 

to worship or call the church office (609) 267-

0740. 
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July Food Collection 
Healthy Snacks, Boxed Drinks, 

Peanut Butter & Jelly, 
Easy lunch items 

(children are out of school 

and the needs for food will be greater) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Big Thank You to everyone who helped 

with the World Hunger Breakfast! 

 Thank you to the wonderful gals who 

shopped, prepared, set up, made beautiful 

tablescapes, served, bussed tables, and cleaned 

up: Janice Steinberg, Claudia O’Malley, 

Marilyn Phifer, and Melissa Headrick. 

 Thanks for all the help in the kitchen: 

our head chef, Carl Brink, and his crew—Bob 

Langer, Jonny Stankinas, Bill Lynch and Jerry 

Thomson. 

 Total given was $944! 

 THANK YOU! 

 

BUZZ... 
Picture this: a beautiful Sunday 

morning driving to church. Blue 

sky, puffy clouds. You stop at 

an intersection and hear the 

birds singing. As you drive along, you notice a 

pack of bicyclists—about 30 in number. Oh, I 

know what you are thinking: “Why are they 

hogging the road. It’s called SHARE the road 

and why aren’t you in church?” 

 But, no, it’s too beautiful of a day, so 

you carefully and cautiously pass thanking God 

that he has given them such a beautiful day to 

go biking. As you pull into St. Paul’s and park 

your car, you notice all the beautiful trees and 

grounds full of colorful flowers and the birds 

are chirping. You exchange greetings while 

walking toward the door. It is a beautiful day! 

BUZZ, BUZZ! Wait, what’s that? Closer to the 

door—BUZZ, BUZZBUZZ! Why aren't the 

birds chirping and singing? BUZZ, BUZZ! 

 

Yes—they’re back! We have 
again been infested 

with mosquitos! 
Join in the Malaria Campaign 

the one weekend of July 18th & 
19th! You will have a chance to 
donate—please be generous. 
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MUSIC MATTERS 
by Denisemarie 

Ramos 

 
Hug Your Local Rock Musician 
 

   The hazy daze of summer is upon us. 

Let the cook outs begin, with vacations and 

travels abounding, and pool parties all day long. 

Lets us immerse ourselves in sun and sunburns, 

air-conditioning so cold that if it was winter we 

would be turning up the heat, and yummy 

homegrown vegetables that make it fun to eat 

healthy. 

      As you know, many of our music 

ensembles go on retreat for the summer. This 

makes a lot of sense, because of so many 

people going on vacation for summer, it would 

be difficult to have regular rehearsals and have 

a full crew on Sunday mornings. Plus, it is a 

well-deserved rest for all of the wonderful 

music they add to worship the other three 

seasons. 

    Then there is the 9:30 service. Unlike 

our other three services, where one musician 

can provide music for worship, the music of 

9:30 is only possible to produce with an 

ensemble. Now here is where I come to the 

main part of this article: the musicians of the 

9:30 service volunteer every week, 12 months 

out of the year. 

 It is quite a commitment and one I have 

such an appreciation for; I cannot begin to tell 

you of my love for these people. 

    It doesn’t matter which service you 

prefer. These people are your neighbors; they 

serve with you on committees and in many 

church ministries.  

    So I ask you this summer to show your 

appreciation for their dedication. Hug your 

local 9:30 musician, and let them know that you 

are thoughtful of them, and thankful for their 

never-ending devotion to one of our very well 

attended services, I know I am! 

 Larry Burke: lead male vocalist 

 Lisa Burke: sound technician 

 Melissa Headrick: lead female vocalist 

 Pat Jambor: lead guitarist 

 John Moceri: drummer  

 Andy Opperman: bass guitarist/rhythm 

guitar 

 Val Ramos: bass guitarist  

  

 Ark Angels are playing this summer as 

well. They are practicing every week and you 

can worship with them at 9:30 on August 2nd. 

 Anneka Bell: piano 

 Matthew Burke: vocals 

 Thomas Burr: guitar/vocals 

 Rachel Littrell: guitar/vocals 

 Matthew Mulkay:drums 

 Cory Opperman: bass 

 James Ryan: vocals 

 

        See you in worship! 

 Denisemarie Ramos 

 

 

 
Open Enrollment begins 

in September 
For the Trevose Behavior 

Modification Group that meets 
on Wednesday nights! 

If you are interested or have 
questions, please contact Jean 

Stokes (609) 744-4274. 
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St. Paul’s...Privileged to Serve 
  

 During the past few months we have 

directed our thoughts to those characteristics of 

Jesus that we, as Christians, might seek to 

adopt; i.e., anything about Him that would help 

us become more like Him. Love, for example - 

also, obedience, and bringing joy to our Father. 

 May I now recommend service as 

being one of Christ’s 

finest qualities? He says 

that when we serve 

others, we serve Him. 

He adds, “Whoever 

wants to be a leader 

among you must 

become your servant 

…. for even the Son of 

Man came not to be 

served, but to serve others (Matthew 20: 26, 

28).  

 His apostle, Paul, had this to say about 

serving in his letter to the Romans: “Never be 

lazy, but work hard, and serve the Lord 

enthusiastically (Romans 12:11). 

 How do we go about serving God here 

at St. Paul’s? I’m glad you asked. As servants 

in Jesus’ church body, what you have 

accomplished is quite remarkable. There are so 

many of you who are putting to good use the 

spiritual gifts God has given you to serve 

others. Take our Social Ministry Team, for 

example. Just check out their outreach as it’s 

reported every month in the Chimes, our 

monthly newsletter – collecting baby items, for 

example, for a Crosswords Program, Capable 

Adolescent Mothers; beautiful quilts, carefully 

made by our Needle and Thread group, and 

hundreds of shawls lovingly created by our 

Shawl Sharers – all of these for the sick and 

shut-ins. And many of you keep our Food 

Pantry supplied with not just food for the 

needy, but with other items like toilet paper, 

tissues and paper towels. 

 We serve others every time we drop 

our offering envelope in the plate—one percent 

of it going to Bridge of Peace Lutheran Church 

in Camden, where they serve the hungry in the 

Camden community. And we see loving 

service when Frank and Kathleen Johnson stuff 

their car with boxes and boxes of food and 

head for Bridge of Peace. And 

all of this is paid for in full 

through St. Paul’s food ministry. 

 Many of you have been 

keeping our food shelves in the 

Narthex filled with food and 

many other items such as toilet 

paper, tissues, and paper towels; 

and this is when the Lynch 

family takes over, gathering car 

loads of these items and 

delivering them to food banks for the needy in 

our community, such as St. Vincent DePaul, 

Mt. Nebo, and Extended Hand Ministries. 

Good job, all of you! 

 And we see service every day as our 

pastors and church staff perform at high levels. 

And, so it is when our Sexton and Property 

Team members are working hard to keep our 

buildings and grounds in good order.  

 Yes, serving others and Christ has been 

a part of St. Paul’s DNA for decades. Our own 

Mitch Cramer, for example, has served the 

youth of our community as a Boy Scout leader 

for sixty-seven years. How about that! He says 

he does it because he loves teen-agers even 

with all their foibles. Mitch has four Eagle 

Scouts in his family alone (two sons and two 

grandsons); and he has led sixteen others to 

reach this lofty goal, as well. 

  

Continued on following page... 
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From the Associate 
Pastor 

 

 This is a new, exciting, and slightly 

fearful time to be the church.  Most congregations 

are still running off the 1950’s model of doing/

being church.  That model worked well then when 

suburbia was growing, GI’s home from the war 

were starting families, and our country was in an 

economic boom.  Many congregations refer to this 

time as the “good old days” when the sanctuaries 

were packed, Sunday School overflowing and 

churches were social activity hubs in their 

communities.  Then times started changing; we 

moved into the 60’s and Vietnam and rather than 

address what was occurring in our society, 

churches pretended it was still the 50’s and kept 

doing the same things. Congregations continued 

doing that in the 70’s, 80’s, 90’s, and 2,000’s. 

 St. Paul’s has adapted and changed with 

the times.  Adding worship services, adding and 

subtracting staff, shifting worship times, offering 

many educational opportunities on different days 

and at different times to try to make it more 

accessible to more people.  For a while we saw an 

increase in attendance and membership and now, 

like many, many congregations, those numbers 

are decreasing.  Demands on people’s time 

appears to be growing as we become involved in 

more and more activities like youth sports, 

working longer hours, clubs, music, and non 

church groups that fill our schedules. Many folks 

feel so overburdened with responsibilities they 

just want to show up for something and let others 

do all the work and planning.  Congregations of 

all sizes feel its impact. 

 We are a larger sized congregation that is 

very active; and we, too, stand at a crossroads.  

Do we want to continue the ministries we are 

doing?  Do we want to revamp certain ministries?  

Do we want to create new ones?  If you have 

answered yes, then we need to support them.  We 

need dedicated volunteers to head up these 

ministry areas and teams of volunteers to carry 

out these ministries. We also need financial 

support to fund our ministries.  

 If we received more in giving, we could 

also hire more staff to oversee ministry areas— in 

planning, coordinating, working more closely 

with people in those areas, and overseeing the day 

to day functions of those areas, reducing some of 

the planning and coordinating load on volunteers.   

 Allow me to lift up one of the ministries 

in this congregation as I share a vision with you.  

Our preschool program has grown a lot over the 

past several years.  Two years ago we even added 

another class and with it another teacher and aide!  

For some of our preschool classes we now have a 

waiting list because the classes are full!  What a 

blessing to have an educational ministry that 

serves the community and teaches young children 

about God’s love. This ministry invites, 

welcomes, and ministers to their families and 

helps set a firm foundation for young children. 

This is a ministry that is thriving and running out 

of space!  This is even after the preschool used its 

own money to renovate the education wing.  Our 

preschool ministry is very successful and yet our 

preschool director position is only part time. The 

director is church staff and the congregation pays 

half the salary and the preschool pays the other 

half. Think of how successful our preschool 

ministry could be if we could make that position 

full time, increase classroom space, increase pay 

for the preschool staff, and provide some funding 

for them to continue and further their education!   

 With some more staff in the congregation 

we could have staff dedicated to families, 

children, youth, young adults, older adults to help 

us better minister across all age groups to help all 

of God’s people grow in faith and know God’s 

love. 

 That’s my vision.  How will we address 

the changes in our society and support and carry 
out the ministries of Christ’s Church?   
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Dear Friends, 

 By the time you read 

this, I will have begun my 

sabbatical leave. I have a book about 

sabbatical planning that is titled “Clergy 

Renewal”. Ideally, that’s what a pastor’s 

sabbatical is supposed to be about. 

 I have had some clergy approach me 

and tell me how unfair this is. They tell me that 

in all their years of ministry, they never took a 

sabbatical.  What they are really saying is that 

in all their years of ministry, they never asked 

for a sabbatical. Our ELCA spells 

out very clearly that every pastor is 

entitled to a sabbatical after seven 

years of continuous service in one 

congregation. The Church realizes 

the importance of Sabbath rest and 

the renewal it brings. 

 I like the sabbatical time 

because it gives me an extended 

period of time to read, study and 

research a topic. I probably would 

not be so keen about a leave if there were not 

very competent people here at St. Paul’s to 

carry on all the great ministries we do. If I were 

a solo pastor, I would have to apply for grants 

and financial help to cover the expenses of 

bringing in other pastors to lead worship and 

carry out the administrative stuff of the church 

office. But with Pastor Esposito and the other 

members of our current staff, that is not a 

concern. Or a worry. 

 “Well, Pastor Jost, if you’re on 

sabbatical, who is going to plan all the autumn 

events?” Pastor Esposito and I have already 

planned out the schedules for 1) first 

communion classes, fall and spring; 2) new 

member classes, fall and spring; 3) catechism 

class, all year; 4) Christmas Eve schedule of 

worship services; and 5) T-Cubed.  It’s under 

control. 

 There’s a fantastic story in the Bible 

about a time when Jesus was teaching on a 

hillside, and he was so popular that hundreds of 

people came to hear him.  It got to be dinner 

time and the disciples began to panic: “How 

will we feed all these people? Send them to the 

Wawa in town to get something to eat!” And 

Jesus said, in so many words “Don’t worry. It’s 

all under control.” He then proceeded to feed 

the thousands of people with fish and bread. 

And everyone was fed. Everyone was satisfied. 

 In these summer months, provisions 

have been made so that 

everyone can be fed; 

everyone can be satisfied 

that the ministries of St. 

Paul’s will go on as normal. 

The members of the 

Congregation Council have 

roles assigned to them for 

the summer. The staff 

knows what is expected of 

them. I have my 

assignments for the summer laid out for myself 

of reading, writing and relaxing. 

 “And leaving the crowd behind, they 

took him with them in the boat…he was in the 

stern, asleep on the cushion.” (Mark 4:36, 38) 

Even Jesus knew when it was time to take a 

break from the ministry and catch some 

renewing rest. I look forward to imitating 

Jesus! 

     

 In peace, 

 Pastor David Jost 

   

July Card Shower to: 

Jim and Nancy McKeown 

706 Rancocas Ave 

Hainesport, NJ 08036 
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 Book and Bake sales have served our 

youth also, thanks again to you, Kathleen, and 

to others who have helped as well. This year’s 

proceeds are going to the 2015 National Youth 

Gathering in Detroit. Several of our Senior 

High Youth Group are gearing up for this 

event; and later this summer several of our 

catechism students will be attending 

Confirmation Camp at Cross Roads Camp in 

New Jersey. 

 And let us also lift up our dedicated 

Sunday school teachers, reJOYce Christian 

school teachers, Vacation Bible School  and 

Bible study teachers and leaders.   Add to them 

our talented musicians who offer so much to 

our worship services – three children’s choirs, 

two adult choirs, a Bell choir, and four bands,. 

For heavens sake! I could go on and on, I’m 

sure. But I think you get my drift. St. Paul’s is 

special!!! We have, indeed, been blessed to be 

a blessing. 

 God, of course, is averse to any signs 

of boasting or pride we might take in our 

accomplishments. It is not something that 

brings Him the greatest joy. But, I have to 

think He might be smiling just a bit when He 

sees all that’s going on at His church on Marne 

Highway in Hainesport, N.J.                  

 

 Dave Pagenkopf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook Friends! 

 SHARE!!! Share with everyone the 

posts about St. Paul’s Church. Just don’t like 

the posts, although please do like them, but 

share them. 

 We live in a quickly changing world 

and social media is an imperative that just ten 

years ago was not that important. 

 So it’s time to hit the ground running. 

Share your church experiences, and share posts 

you see about our church with your friends. 

That’s how it works!  

 

 

Thank You!! 

 

The telephone committee 

would like to thank Don 

Sutton, James McMahon 

and John Schwarzmann who 

have help with the process 

of selecting a new phone 

system.  We expect the new system to be up 

and running by August.  The church will also 

have WIFI (password protected) access 

throughout the building. 
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Dear Levis and Wranglers (I call you that because 

your faith is deeply rooted in your genes), 

 There is a blue jean company that uses a 

three-word slogan in all their ad campaigns: 

“Real. Comfortable. Jeans.” They are telling 

consumers that their products are real blue jeans.  

They are telling us that their jeans are 

comfortable. And they are telling us that these are 

not to be mistaken for suit pants – these are jeans! 

Short, sweet and to the point. 

 Compare that to the 

pork producers, who came up 

with “Pork. The other white 

meat.” Now, what exactly 

does that five word phrase 

mean? Pork is better than 

chicken? Or pork is better 

than beef, which isn’t a white 

meat, so the word “other” 

doesn’t make sense. There’s 

too much thinking that goes 

into those five words. I like 

simplicity (as you can tell 

from reading my articles!). 

 So I got to thinking, 

perhaps Saint Paul’s Lutheran 

could benefit from a three word slogan. Oh, I 

know you use “Blessed to be a blessing” as your 

motto, but so few people read the Old Testament 

today that they may not know what that phrase 

means. (If you read Genesis 12:1-4, you’ll get the 

gist of the story.) I put on my thinking cap and 

came up with this: “Joyful. Meaningful. 

Worship.” I think that sums up what St. Paul’s is 

all about in three simple words: “Joyful. 

Meaningful. Worship.” 

 Why “joyful”? The times I have 

worshipped at your congregation, there is a 
palpable joy that runs rampant within your walls. 

There used to be a pastor at your church that told 

others “at St. Paul’s, the Holy Spirit is free to do 

its thing.” I find that to be true even today. Back 

in April, your Stewardship Education Team took  

 

a leap of faith and sponsored “FaithFull 

Stewards”, an educational event for congregations 

throughout New Jersey. The Team had 

determined that the congregation had the space 

and the people resources and the connections to 

other people to make this event happen.  The tent 

out front and the laughter in the narthex combined 

to tell people this was a place of joy and learning! 

 All the participants really had to do was 

look at the huge frog that was on the 

wall by the kitchen! That reminded 

everybody to “Fully Rely On God”. This 

was a major lesson in your Sunday 

School and it joyfully reminded 

everybody about the power of prayer. 

 I’ve been told that even at a 

funeral service, there is laughter amidst 

the tears. You call a funeral service a 

“service of remembrance and 

celebration”. That sets the tone of joy for 

anyone who attends. 

 I have heard worship services, 

and church in general, critiqued by some 

as being boring. I am invigorated by the 

flexibility that your congregation 

demonstrates in trying new things and 

attempting new approaches for bringing the very 

familiar Gospel story into the 21st century. With 

so much depressing news all around us, it is 

refreshing to know that yours is a congregation 

that seeks to celebrate the joy that God has given 

us in Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  

 One of my favorite hymns is “Joyful, 

joyful, we adore thee, God of Heaven, Lord of 

love!” It captures the sense of joy that should be 

included in every worship service in every 

congregation. I think a simple three word phrase 

can remind people of that each time they read it: 

“Joyful. Meaningful. Worship”. 

 Next month: “Meaningful”. 

     
 Your faithful correspondent, 

 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 

The Omega Page 
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THE   CHIMES  
   

 
SAINT PAUL’S EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
910 Marne Highway 

 Hainesport, NJ  08036-2666 

       Office Phone No.:     609.267.0740 
                              Fax:     609.267.3798 

E-Mail: stpaulslutheran@comcast.net 
Website: stpaulsh.org 

 

The Reverend Dr. David B. Jost 
Senior Pastor  

The Reverend Laura Esposito 
Associate Pastor  

 
 

Denisemarie Ramos, Director of Music 
 

reJOYce Christian School 
For children 2 1/2 years—Kindergarten  

 

JOYfull House  
Extended Care Program For children ages 3—13 

 

609.267.1443 
Karen Boettge, Director 

 

Sunday School Director: Beverly Grazioli, 
beverly.j@outlook.com 
 

 All Congregation Council meetings are 
open to YOU. Congregational Council 
Minutes are available after each month’s 
meeting.  You can find copies of the minutes 
on the table in the narthex.  Please feel free 
to take a copy and become better informed.  
Copies of the Church Constitution are also 
available in the office. 

 

ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 Rooted in God’s unconditional love,  
the congregation of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

commits mind, body, spirit and treasure 
to make all people disciples of Christ, to share God’s abundance and  

to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed. 

   CHIMES articles are due on the 2nd Friday of each month, or as announced.   
  Please leave articles in the church secretary’s mailbox, 

e-mail them to stpaulslutheran@comcast.net or bring them to the church office 
between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  
MEMBERS 

 
St. Paul’s Church Staff 

Senior Pastor     The Reverend Dr. David B. Jost  
Associate Pastor    The Reverend Laura Esposito 
Sexton  Dennis Mroczkowski 
Business Manager      Karen McMahon  
Church Secretary  Corrine L. Mattson        
       
 
 

Our Music Ministers 
Director of Music  Denisemarie Ramos 
 Ark Angels Band 
 Capstone Band 
 Same Spirit Band 
 The Christus Choir 
 Praise Band 
Cherub Choir Director            Karen Boettge 
Chapel Choir Directors Jackie Smith   
Chi Rho Choir Director               Sandra Jost 
Handbell Director Jackie Smith 
Chorale Director Pastor David Jost    
 
 

reJOYce Christian School 
Director  Karen Boettge  
JOYfull House Supervisor/Head Teacher        Carin Sutton                                     
Teachers Sherri Di Paola 
  Casey Fox 
                                                                       Elaine Jardine 
                                                                    Renee Ranfone                                     
Teachers’ Aides                                      Christopher Evans  

Julie Pratt   
                                                       Kathleen Stoltzfus                                                                           

 
 
   
  

  

 

Worship Services: 

 

Saturday, 7:30 PM 

   
Sunday, 8:00 AM 

 

Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Sunday, 11:00 AM 

 

Sunday School, 10:30 AM 
  

 

    
 

 

 

Staff E-mail Addresses: 
 

Pastor Jost:  drdavidjost@comcast.net 
Laura Esposito  laura.esposito@comcast.net 
Denisemarie Ramos:  navigator268@yahoo.com 

Karen Boettge:  rejoyceschool@comcast.net 
Corrine Mattson:  stpaulslutheran@comcast.net 
Karen McMahon:   stpaulsfinance@comcast.net 
 

Pastor David Jost                           
Pastor Laura Esposito 
                   

Vice President 
    Paul Welch                          
 

Treasurer 
    Frank Johnson                         
 

Congregation Secretary 
   Sasha Makuka                               
 

Recording Secretary 
    Marybeth Johns 
 

Fellowship Team 

    Ann Lopez 
    Donna DeCillis 
 

Property Committee 
    Rob Dolge 
    Eric Van Laarhoven                                 
 

Discipleship Team 
      Erick Soles 
      Paul Welch 
 

Finance Team 

     Bill Lynch            
 

Stewardship Education Team 

     Frank Johnson 
 

Social Ministry Committee 
      Jennifer Cripps 
      Louise Hikade                     
 

Mutual Ministry Team 
   Paul Welch, ex officio 
 

Worship Team  
 

reJOYce School Board 
     Bill Lynch    
 

Youth, Adult & Family Ministries 
    Sasha Makuka  
    Karen Platt  
    Nicholas Roth   
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