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Dear Root Beer Lovers (I call you that because 

you are such good Stewarts…oh wait, the 

words is stewards), 

 So, people have stopped me on the 

street to ask “Dr. Cantrell, why does the 

congregation at St. Paul’s Lutheran do their 

stewardship education campaign in the spring? 

Most normal congregations do theirs in the 

fall.” My first response to them is “Normal? 

Why would St. Paul’s do anything normal? 

Isn’t that the congregation with the pastor who 

dressed like a chicken and kissed a pig (not on 

the same day, of course)? 

Isn’t that the congregation 

that offers Sunday School on 

Sunday as well as Tuesday? 

Isn’t that the congregation 

that isn’t satisfied with one 

choir, so they have five choirs and five worship 

bands?” That’s my first response. 

 My second response is that the 

“normal” fall campaigns are a hold-over from 

when many churches were in rural areas and 

we were a much more agrarian society than we 

are today. Farmers had to wait until the fall 

harvest to see what kind of a year they had had, 

and then they could make a pledge to the 

ministry of their congregation. Now, I don’t 

know about you, but the only farmer I have 

seen recently is the bald-headed guy on TV 

selling insurance: “We are Farmer’s, bum de 

bum bum bum, bum bum.” America moves to a 

different pace nowadays. 

 April 15th is the day that federal and 

State taxes are due, so during February and 

March, people are gathering the information to 

fill out those tax forms.  The people are getting 

a good idea of what they earned in the previous 

year. By late March or early April, most people 

have a clear picture of their financial status. 

With that clear picture in mind, people are in a  

 

much better informed position to make a 

commitment to their level of giving in support 

of the ministries of the congregation. So, the 

campaign has been moved to the spring to take 

advantage of the increased intelligence among 

the members of the congregation. 

 Now, here is where the Stewardship 

Team has confused some people. In January, 

February and March, people continue to give at 

the level of the previous year. In April, they 

make a commitment to a new level of giving. 

But the computer program takes that new 

commitment and spreads it out over 

the twelve months of the current year. 

By December 31st, it looks like a giver 

has not met their pledge. There are two 

ways to fix this. One, take a large 

hammer to the computer in the 

business manager’s office. For obvious reasons, 

I do not recommend this. Two, figure out the 

difference between your 2014 commitment and 

your 2015 commitment and make up that 

difference throughout the remaining nine 

months. Or three, just ignore the “deficit” 

reported on your year-end financial statement, 

because you know that what you have given is 

consistent with what you have pledged to give. 

 Remember – whatever you contribute 

to the ministry of St. Paul’s will help your 

congregation carry out the ministries approved 

by all of you at your Annual Meeting. Your 

gifts, your faithfulness, your fearless generosity 

will keep the doors open, the lights on and the 

ministries going for years to come!  On behalf 

of the rest of the church, we all appreciate your 

support! 

     

 Your faithful correspondent, 

 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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Stepping out…. 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 What does it mean to 

be “fearless”? Is it boldly going 

where no one has gone before? Is it 

stepping into unchartered territory, confident that 

you will be safe? Is it the American poet Robert 

Frost looking at two roads that diverged in a yellow 

wood, and he took the one less traveled on? 

 As a person of faith, what does it mean to 

be “fearless”? Is it offering a prayer of thanks for 

the food you are about to eat in a restaurant? Is it 

going to a worship service when others are going to 

do something “fun”? Is it placing all of your trust in 

God, no matter what the 

circumstances? 

 Several months ago, 

your Stewardship Education 

Team was trying to figure out 

what to do for a stewardship 

campaign in 2015.  We came 

across a program called 

“Fearless Generosity”. The name 

caught our attention. So many 

times, we have heard NJ Synod Stewardship 

specialist Pastor Scott Schantzenbach talk about 

what happens when fear overcomes faith. We 

thought that the concept of being fearless when 

talking about and living stewardship would be an 

interesting approach to the ministry. 

 In the movies, fearlessness used to be 

depicted by swashbuckling heroes and sword-

wielding pirates. Today, movie heroes are those who 

stand up to unjust authority and those who speak up 

for the rights of others. That’s what “Fearless 

Generosity” is about. We know that God has blessed 

us in many ways, with many resources. It is said that 

for those of us who live in America and own a home 

and a car – we are wealthier than 90% of the world’s 

population. In fact, “If you have any money saved, a 

hobby that requires some equipment or supplies, a 

variety of clothes in your closet, two cars (in any 

condition), and live in your own home, you are in 

the top 5% of the world’s wealthy.” (Randy Alcorn, 

Money, Possessions and Eternity) 

 Your Stewardship Education Team is not 

advocating rampant socialism – we’ve all seen how 

well that worked in Russia. But we are here to 

remind you that God asks us to be generous with the 

resources we have. Many of you do this already – 

you donate food for the local pantries, you donate 

mittens and gloves in the winter, you give an 

abundance of your time to make sure that our 

ministries are carried out, you pray for others every 

chance you get. There are times when you have sat 

down to write an offering check and you have 

probably asked yourself “Can I afford to do this?”  

You begin to think about the ministries that will be 

done with your offering, and you answer yourself – 

“How can I afford NOT to do this?” 

 From March 1 through March 22, we will 

hear the voices of people we 

know, people from our own 

congregation.  In the past, we 

have done this with video 

presentations, but this spring, 

we will do it live. Over four 

weeks, at sixteen different 

services, you will hear sixteen 

different people from St. Paul’s 

talk about “Fearless Living”, 

“Fearless Service”, “Fearless Sowing” and “Fearless 

Giving”. We are hoping that their stories will 

become your stories. We are hoping that their tales 

of walking boldly in faith will encourage you to do 

the same. 

 On Palm Sunday weekend, we will 

distribute Commitment Cards and the Team is 

looking for as many of those cards to be returned as 

possible. If you write on the card “Here is how I 

want to increase my giving”, that would be 

wonderful. If you write on the card “I will remain at 

the same level of giving as last year”, that is a valid 

response as well. If you write on the card “I can give 

time as well as money”, we will try to find an area 

in which you can serve. The Stewardship Education 

Team will tally the cards after each service and 

report back to you before the service ends how 

many cards have been returned. 

 Please keep our congregation in your 

prayers as we embark on a new round of teaching 

good and faithful stewardship. 

     

 In Christ,  

 Pastor David Jost 
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Dear Friends, 

 Greetings from the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. Winter 

is upon us here in Mt. Airy, but we are hardly 

preparing to hibernate. We just celebrated the 

inauguration of our new President, Dr. David 

Lose. We are confident his leadership will 

serve us well as we look forward to another 

150 years of shaping people for public ministry 

in the church. He is now in the midst of 

attending many listening groups to hear what 

our supporters’ ideas, hopes, and dreams are 

for LTSP. Please feel free to contact us with 

your thoughts as well…. 

 Now that we have turned the page to 

2015, the hard work will truly begin…. 

 Finally, my most important reason for 

writing is to thank you. Your recent gift to 

LTSP [$285.17] makes all these things 

possible. Your prayers and financial support 

are what keep us going. For that we are so 

thankful… 

 Sincerely, 

 Mr. Thomas Henderson 

 Philanthropic Advisot 

 LTSP  

 

 

A thank you for a gift of $96.00: 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 As you embark on a new year, I pray 

that God continues to bless you and guide you, 

and that you see his hand in all that you do. 

 Whether you feed the hungry, shelter 

the homeless, deliver clean water to thirsty 

communities, support orphaned or abandoned 

children, or help in some other bighearted way, 

I thank you, and I praise God for you. 

 I pray that you know how much your 

generosity makes a difference, and that your 

days are filled with God’s great peace. These 

are my prayers for you. 

 Thank you for allowing Him to work 

through you to bless the desperately poor. May 

God bless you and your family, and may you 

find 2015 to be full of joy and peace. 

 A servant of the poor, 

 Robin G. Mahfood 

 Food for the Poor, Inc. 

 

 

This gift was from the men’s prayer breakfast. 

Dear St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

 Thank you for your recent gift of 

$244.00 to Ebola Outbreak Response. Gifts 

like yours make it possible for our church to 

continue its effective and efficient response to 

disasters. 

 Your support helps families and 

communities get back on their feet again after 

they have been harmed. Your gifts also provide 

resources for preparedness and risk reduction 

programs. 

 To neighbors who can feel alone and in 

despair, your gift brings immediate help and 

hope for the future. We will partner for as long 

as it takes to rebuild, reclaim, and recover. 

 As Lutheran Disaster Response, we 

support and pray for the well-being of people 

all over the world who are  recovering from a 

disaster, and for our partners and volunteers 

who assist them in their journey to renewal. 

Thank you for providing help, hope and 

healing. 

 In Christ’s service, 

 Daniel Rift 

 Director, ELCA 

 World Hunger and 

 Disaster Appeal 

 ELCA 
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 The Social Ministry 

committee would sincerely 

like to thank all the cookie 

bakers and packers who 

helped make this year's 

Valentine Cookie project 

such a success.  The response was 

overwhelming.  In addition to our usual 

recipients, we were even able to deliver a few 

extra trays to some of the nursing facilities in 

the area. All in all the project was a huge 

success. 

 Sincerely,  

 Peg Biringer 

 

Thank you, Social Ministry, for the delicious 

Valentine cookies. You have a wonderful 

ministry that is very much appreciated by the 

“goodie recipients”. 

 Gratefully, 

 Joan Thompson 

 

Thank you for your many prayers and cards 

after the recent death of my father, Ray 

Murphy. Your kindness during this difficult 

time was so comforting. 

 Darlene Workman & Family. 

 

Our Dear Friends, 

 Many thanks for the sweet treats of 

cookies. 

 We are going through some very trying 

days! We truly need all your prayers. 

 Our thanks again. 

 Walt & Betty Cliver 

 

Dear Pastor Jost, 

 God’s great love and peace by upon 

you and your congregation. On behalf of the 

Christian Caring Center and in fact the entire 

Pemberton/Browns Mills community I say 

thank you and God bless you. 

 The coats, hats, scarves, and gloves, 

which your church collected during its Martin 

Luther King Coat Drive, proved invaluable. 

The timing of their arrival could not have been 

more miraculous. We just want you to know 

how much we love and appreciate you for your 

stewardship and faithfulness to the people of 

God in this area of the vineyard. 

 Again, Pastor Jost, thank you and God 

bless. 

 Abiding in Him, 

 Randy Holston 

 Manager 

 Village Thrift Shop (A Division of the 

 Christian Caring Center) 

 

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, 

 Thank you for your generous package 

of Valentine cookies. I shared them with my 

husband, John. Our children called him the 

“cookie monster”. 

 Know that God blesses your work. 

 Love, 

 Rina Johnson 

 

What a pleasant surprise to be included in St. 

Paul’s Valentine cookies. They were delicious 

and we enjoyed each one. We also appreciated 

our visit from Pastor Mangiante and Midy on 

such an icy day. St. Paul’s is true to the song 

“Blessed to Be a Blessing”. The prayers and 

cards I have received over the last months have 

been wonderful. Most of all I believe the 

prayers are what helped us get through the 

bumpy road we all travel at some time in our 

lives. God bless each and every member of St. 

Paul’s. 

 Fondly, 

 Suzanne and Ed Rife 
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From  

Pastor Esposito, 

Associate Pastor 

 At our annual meeting a question was 

raised about my report for the Children’s 

Ministry Team.  I mentioned that age 0 - 19 

make up our largest demographic in the 

congregation.  Once a year we break the 

congregation down into age groupings. Here is 

the data as of February of last year: 

 We have 268 people under the age of 

20 and 139 under the age of 10.  From age 21 

and above we have 578.  31.68% of our 

congregation is under the age of 20.  In 

comparison, in the 31-40 category we have 58 

people. The only categories with fewer people 

than this grouping are ages 81-90 with 57 

people and the over 90 category with 6 people.   

 What a blessing it is to have so many 

young people in our congregation!!  Many 

congregations do not have many youth or 

children at all and miss out on all the great 

things our young people have to offer, from 

artistic and musical talents, to new ways of 

thinking about things, to lots of questions, to 

enthusiasm and energy and a great big love for 

Jesus.  A few of these young persons spent time 

outside shoveling the snow and ice away so 

that all those coming to church and to the 

annual meeting would be able to get in and out 

of the building safely.  Another helped install 

new ceiling tiles.  Some help in the nursery, act 

in skits and plays during worship, others run 

the computer and slides for worship, some 

serve as ushers, acolytes, sing in choirs, play 

instruments in worship, help set up and cleanup 

for T-Cubed, participate in the giving tree, 

collect items for our brothers and sisters at 

Bridge of Peace, help sort and put 

Thanksgiving baskets together, help with the 

Malaria campaign, serve at the senior 

luncheons, and I could go on and on and on.  

These are just a few of the ways our young 

folks enrich lives and the faith community.    

 

 We are blessed to have folks who 

recognize all our young people have to offer 

and help with youth groups, choirs, Sunday 

School, T-Cubed, and Vacation Bible School.  

We can use more help with these ministries, 

you can help in planning activities, crafts, etc., 

help set-up for Sunday School, serve as an 

assistant in a classroom, chaperone, coordinate 

snacks, cook a meal, prep crafts, etc. You are 

blessed with opportunities to pass on the faith 

for generations, to be transformed by 

witnessing the Holy Spirit at work in the lives 

of others, and experience an awesome love for 

Jesus.   

Age Range Number in Range 

<1 4 

1-10 135 

11-20 129 

21-30 105 

31-40 58 

41-50 120 

51-60 101 

61-70 65 

71-80 66 

81-90 57 

>90 6 
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MUSIC MATTERS 
by Denisemarie 

Ramos 

March 2015 

“Marching to a Different Beat” 

 As I was leaving the Ash Wednesday 

twelve o’clock service a congregant mentioned 

that the music played during the service blessed 

her and really helped her feel the experience 

that the words of the service were trying to 

convey. I told her that I couldn’t take much 

credit because I simply played songs out of the 

“Lent” part of our hymnal.  

 This got me to thinking about how 

thankful I am that the hymnal is laid out the way 

it is, and more than that, the book we use called 

“Sundays and Seasons” exists and helps us put 

together the words and music for all the worship 

services. 

 The only time it doesn’t quite work as 

easily is when choosing music for the 9:30 

service. Because most of the songs from that 

service are not in the hymnal, I can’t lean on 

that book for suggestions. Still, the themes and 

songs listed help; and therefore, the songs of the 

9:30 service are chosen specifically to support 

the readings and themes of the service. So that 

whether you go to 730, 8:00, 930 or 11:00, the 

music and words work together in a unifying 

way so that we experience the gospel as one 

church. 

 Because the 9:30 service consists only 

of the Gospel reading, the songs serve two 

functions. While at the other services you may 

hear part of Psalm 50 during pastoral care and 

comfort, for example: “The Mighty One, God, 

the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from 

the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.” 

At 9:30 you sing these words in the song Praise 

Adonai: “Praise Adonai, from the rising of the 

sun to the end of everyday!” Or when you hear 

the Old Testament reading and the other 

services from Isaiah 40: “but those who hope in 

the Lord will renew their strength. They will 

soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not 

grow weary, and they will walk and not be 

faint.” You will sing these words at the 9:30 in 

the song Everlasting God: “You are the 

Everlasting God, the defender of the weak, you 

comfort those in need, you lift us up on wings 

like eagles.” 

 Other songs like Here I am Lord, Give 

me Jesus or Gather us in are used for worship at 

all services. When 8:00 and 11:00 sing Lift 

High the Cross, 9:30 might do Lord I Lift your 

Name on High, which is also a song about the 

cross. When the traditional services sing Christ 

be our Light, 9:30 sings Light of the World.   

You may sing Great is Thy Faithfulness if you 

come to 8am, but if you stay for 9:30 you will 

sing Great is Your Faithfulness.  You get the 

idea. 

 So, inspired by the Gospel and other 

readings, we choose songs that support the 

theme of each Sunday and experience them as a 

whole church, no matter what service we attend. 

In my experience it is our individual selves and 

the journey we are each on that lends itself to 

the spirit and how the spirit touches our hearts 

and minds using this music— no matter what 

beat we are marching to. 

 

                   
                   March 19th 

7:00 PM 
at Cathy Geysen’s 

 

Book: 
The Light Between 

Oceans 
                      by M. L. Stedman 

For directions to Cathy’s or to have any 

questions answered, contact Peg Biringer at  

(609) 894-8089. 
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Sunday School —Lucky for Sunday School! 

 

Our Sunday School friends may not know that they are lucky to be 

Children of God.  They just know they are, and in Sunday 

School we learn everyone is a Child of God because that’s the kind of God we 

have!  He takes care of everyone, even the old people… 

 

We are a child-and-Jesus-centered Sunday School!  Each week, the children 

learn about God’s grace through song, stories, and activities with a focus on 

what it means to be a Child of God. 

 

In the month of February, we learned about Simeon and Anna, Noah, and the 

Transfiguration.  For those of you lucky enough to be in worship, you did, too!  

The kids that come to Sunday School are coming more consistently, and we are 

blessed for their laughter, participation, and their yearning to keep learning 

what it means to be children of God. 

 

EVENT ALERT AND SCHEDULE CHANGES:  Sunday School will NOT be held 

on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  On Good Friday, all children are 

invited to an Easter Egg Hunt at St. Paul’s.  Look for details in the Chimes, 

FYI, and on-line. 

 

I am grateful to the fabulous Sunday School Team who works with our 

children each week!   They are truly special people and without them, Sunday 

School would not be the special place that it is.  They embrace God’s grace and 

live it!  They accept kids with all their moods, anxieties, personalities, and their 

fun-loving ways.  They work realllllllllly hard to make Sunday School 

interesting and rewarding!   

 

Legend would have us believe that there is a pot of Gold at the end of the 

Rainbow.  Saint Paul’s kids believe that there is a cross at their fingertips!  

Bring your child to Sunday School to learn why we are lucky to be Children 

of God! 
 

Bev Grazioli 

beverly.j@outlook.com 
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Youth News – March 
 

 

As many of you know, 15 of our Sr. High 

youth will be traveling to Detroit, MI for the 

ELCA National Youth Gathering this July.  

The theme this year is “Rise Up Together” 

which the youth have been gearing up to do 

through lessons provided by the ELCA.  The 

lessons this year focus on the Gospel of Mark.  

The first lesson had us asking ourselves “Who 

was Jesus?” and “What does it mean to be a 

disciple?” 

 

Check out the Youth and Family bulletin board 

in the Narthex to see the youth’s glasses 

showing what they “see” when they are 

reminded of Jesus as the one who suffered and 

died for us and what it means to truly follow 

Jesus.  We were reminded that it may not 

always be easy to follow Jesus by action but 

that we are called to do so.   

 

 

By far the largest fun-raiser for the trip is the 

annual Pancake Supper.  This year was a huge 

success!  Thank you to those who came out on 

such a cold evening to support the youth.  Your 

continued support is gratefully appreciated. 

 

Please watch the next issue of the Chimes for 

more on the youth who will be attending the 

Gathering and check the bulletin board for 

more activities they are doing to prepare for 

their experience. 

Youth & Family Ministry 
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March Food Collection 
Pasta, 

Pasta Sauce 

Tissue 

Place the items you bring 

on the hutch in the narthex. 

( All items very much appreciated!) 

 

 

THANK YOU to Peg Biringer and all the 

wonderful bakers, packers, and delivery people 

for the Valentine cookies! It was a huge 

success. 

 

We had over 14 adults 

and children for our 

packing party.  Besides 

all the tins, we 

delivered trays of 

cookies to Brightview Senior Living, Lutheran 

Crossings in Moorestown, and Samuel Miller 

Senior Housing.  There were  more cookies for 

Fellowship the weekend of the Annual 

Congregational Meeting, and  there were still 

leftovers for T-Cubed.  So we had an avalanche 

of delicious cookies.  So a HUGE thank you. 

 

 

Want to know more about 
Social Ministry? 
 

Come to our  2nd annual meeting  for anyone 

interested in joining Social Ministry or who 

have ideas of what we as a church would like 

us to be involved in. 

 

When?  

 March 15th at 12:05 after the 11 

o'clock service. 

 

What to Bring? 

 Bring a sandwich! 

 **Soup, beverage, 

 and desert will be 

 provided.  

 

Besides information and new 

ideas, we will discuss the 

next Senior Luncheon and 

     World Hunger Breakfast 

  

RSVP to Pat Headrick 609-234-7851. 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 
Senior Luncheon 

May 3rd 
Kentucky Derby 

Theme 
                             

World Hunger 
Breakfast 

June 21st - Fathers 
Day 

Take Dad out to 
Breakfast!!! 
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Easter Baskets for the Children 
at Bridge of Peace 

 
The collection of items 

needed to fill Easter Basket 

bags is underway.  

Especially needed are 

healthy snacks in individual 

size wrapping.  Suggestions 

are juice drinks, fruit cups, 

pudding cups, raisins, 

cheese or peanut butter crackers, pretzels, 

granola bars, etc.  About 50 children will be 

served and we like to fill their bags with lots of 

these much needed food items.   If you would 

like to donate any other items, these are listed 

on the Easter bunny board with the display in 

the narthex.   Please place your donations in the 

boxes located there.  St. Paul’s Tuesday night  

T-cubed children will assemble the basket bags 

on March 17th .  Thank you so much for your 

donations towards this servant project!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new St. Paul’s website is up and 

running! You can find the current 

newsletter online, current FYI, find the 

latest Worship Assistant chart, donate to St. 

Paul’s online, sign up for the electronic 

weekly newsletter, see what’s happening! 

Visit www.stpaulsh.org! 

Dates of New Member Classes 
Announced 
 

 Sunday, March 1st from 2:00—4:00 PM 

 Thursday, March 5th from 7:30—9:00 PM 

 Wednesday, March 11th from 7:30—9:00  

PM 

 Sunday, March 15th from 2:00—4:00 PM 

 Sunday, March 22nd from 4:00—6:00 PM 

(Dinner) 

 New members will be received the 

weekend of March 28/29 

 

If you are unable to attend all of the classes, 

you may still be received into membership. Just 

speak with Pastor Jost or Pastor Esposito. If 

you would like to participate in this class, 

please contact the church office at (609) 267-

0740 or stpaulslutheran@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

Cemetery Notice 
 

Please remove seasonal 

decorations 

by March 22nd 

Thank you! 

 

 

15 

HUGS 
 

      I love them – 

especially when they 

come with a smile. 

      Is there 

anything more 

uplifting than a good 

squeeze and a pat on 

the back? Not that I’m 

aware of. Oh!  And 

while you’re at it, a 

tender “I love you” 

wouldn’t hurt either. 

Sometimes, a handshake just isn’t enough. 

      It’s taken me a lifetime to appreciate 

how special a hug can be. I can remember 

when, as a young man arriving home from 

college or on leave from military service, 

greeting my dad with a firm handshake and a 

“how have you been?”- And upon seeing my 

mom, I remember giving her an affectionate 

kiss on the cheek and telling her how much 

I’ve missed her. But seldom, if ever, did I give 

a thought to how much they may have missed 

me, prayed for me, or loved me. Such thoughts 

just never crossed my mind. 

      But as we grow older and more 

mature, we learn to express our love for others 

in different ways. As a husband and father, I 

have learned from every member of my family 

how heartwarming a simple hug can be. 

      And, how wonderful it is to greet 

members of our church family with smiles and 

well-wishes as we gather for worship, and as 

we pass the peace to one another during 

worship! Some have said  they consider the  

passing of the peace is one of the most 

meaningful parts of our worship service. I will 

stop short of suggesting a hug would be 

appropriate at that time. That I would leave to 

the discretion of our pastor. Indeed, it might 

justly be thought of as inappropriate, even 

awkward. 

      But let’s all of us accept a good hug as 

a most wonderful expression of love.   

      When we love, we become more 

obedient to Jesus and his Great Commandment 

to love and make disciples. In truth, we 

become more like him. 

     

 Dave Pagenkopf  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In this issue we want to offer a big THANK 

YOU to all those involved in making the night 

of the Pancake Supper and Fastnacht Follies a 

big success! 

 

Thank you to the youth and their leaders for 

coordinating and cooking a great supper and 

for their excellent service, complete with 

smiles!! 

 

Thank you to each person who had anything to 

do with the show that followed supper. Thank 

you to those who shared their talents or 

assisted those up front in any way! And a big 

thank you also to Larry Burke and John 

Schwarzmann for being emcees for  the event! 

 

If you see anyone of those mentioned, please 

give them a thank you—job well done! 

 

Volunteers do so many jobs at St. Paul’s that 

really enhance the ministry. You are very 

much appreciated 
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Pastoral Acts for January 
 

Baptisms: Hannah Lily MacGregor, 

Madelyn Rose Palma, Bella Judi Arey. 

 

Funerals: Helen Adams. 

 

Weddings: None. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Lunches 
 

            Our Wednesdays together continue 

through all the Wednesdays in March. 

 

            On March 4, we have invited Pastor 

Marie Walker from Mt. Moriah AME Church 

on Washington Street in Mount Holly to join 

us to talk with us about African American 

traditions in the Lenten season. 

             

 On March 11, our good friends Father 

Joe Noche and Deacon Leo Zito will probably 

walk here from Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Roman Catholic Church in Hainesport! The 

love and support between our two 

congregations will be evident in their 

presentation. 

             

 On March 18, Rabbi Richard Simon 

will be with us to remind us of our Jewish roots 

as he teaches us about the traditions and 

observance of Passover. 

             

 On March 25, Pastor Marisela 

Freiberg, our Synod’s Director for Evangelical 

Mission (ELCA) will join us to teach us about 

Portuguese observances in the Lenten season. 

             

Sign up in the narthex to provide soup or bead 

for one of the weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 

March 8th! 

The next meeting 

of the 

Shawl Sharers is 

 

Monday, March 

23rd at 6:30 PM 

 

Questions? Contact Midy Mangiante 

7 

reJOYce School 

news for March 
  

It’s time to celebrate!  

Lutheran Schools Week is 

March 1st – 8th.  

 

We’ll kick off the week 

with Pajama Day in our classrooms!  On 

Friday, March 6th, magician Gary Saunders will 

visit our Family Fun Night to entertain us.  

Family Fun Night begins with a finger-food 

dinner at 6PM.  All are welcome – school 

families, church families, and reJOYce 

alumnae!  To close out the week, reJOYce 

students are invited to the 9:30 Service on 

March 8th to sing with the Cherub Choir. 

 

In preparation for Easter, at Chapel time we’ll 

listen to Bible stories about how Jesus helped 

others and calls us to be helpers, too.  We’ll 

follow up in our classrooms with lessons about 

community helpers in our towns such as 

doctors, police officers, librarians, etc.  We’ll 

also be learning about how the earth changes 

from winter to spring.   

 

Enrollment for Fall 2015 is underway – and 

WORD OF MOUTH is our best source of 

advertising.  Help us spread the word!   

 

Brochures are ready and available in the 

Narthex.  If you have a friend or neighbor with 

a preschool-aged child, please feel free to take 

a copy to share.  reJOYce offers both 

traditional part-time preschool classes for ages 

2-1/2 though 5 AND full-day programs for ages 

3-5.  Flexible schedules are also available. 

 

JOYfull House offers before and after-school 

options for local families with transportation 

provided to and from Hainesport School.  We 

also provide a full-day option for Hainesport 

Kindergarten students.  Check us out!  More 

information is available on-line at 

www.rejoyceschool.org.   

 

But wait – there’s more!  Our “Summer Camp” 

for children ages 3-6 will be back in July & 

August again this year.  Six weeks of fun in the 

sun, beginning with VBS week!  More 

information will be available on our website in 

April.  Children do not have to be enrolled 

during the school-year to attend our summer 

program.  For more information, please call the 

reJOYce office at 609 267-1443. 

 

 
Vacation Bible School News 

 
 
 
 

Who's ready for summer? Save the dates for St. 

Paul's Vacation Bible School 2015: July 6 

through July 10. Watch for registration and 

volunteer forms coming in March! Your kids 

won't want to miss exploring God's love with 

this year's theme Bible Blast to the Past! 

July 6—10, 2015 
Mark Your Calendar! 

March Card Shower to: 

Fran Craig 

Masonic Home S128 

902 Jacksonville Rd 

Burlington, NJ 08016 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/
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SPRING GROUNDS CLEANUP 

 
Saturday, March 28

th
  

9:00 am - Noon 
 

Come on out for an hour or two and help us spruce up the 
church grounds for spring. 

 
We will be cleaning out flower beds, picking up debris and litter 

and sweeping the walks and drives and cutting some trees. 
 

Please bring gloves, a rake, power blower, broom, chain saw, wheelbarrow, etc. 
 

 Coffee, juice and donuts provided. 
Rain date: Saturday, April 4th  

Create in me a clean heart, O God.  

 Psalm 51:10 

 

CLEAN HEART SATURDAY 
March 21 

9:00 — 12:00 PM 
 

We are cleaning the church 
in preparation for Easter 

                                              and the Faith-FULL Stewards Event! 
 

Due to the nature of the work, 
children under age 12 should not attend. 

 
Please sign up to join us for this cleanup day. 

Lunch will be provided. 
Contact Lisa Burke with questions 

LNORTS@verizon.net or  609-261-5952 

Clean Heart 

13 
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Calling all New Drivers or 
About-to-Be New Drivers! 
Rings of Freedom, 
Rings of Responsibilities 

 

March 14/15—ALL 

SERVICES. You are invited to 

participate in this special St. 

Paul’s Milestone if you are a high school 

student who has received your driver’s license 

after March 1, 2014 or before September 1, 

2015 and have not already received your key 

ring recognizing your achievement. Key rings 

will be given out during worship to all 

participants to use or to keep in a place to 

remind them of the Christian emphasis of this 

milestone in their faith life. Preparations are 

under way so please inform us if you are 

eligible and would like to participate in this 

special event or cannot be present but would 

like to receive a key ring and we can arrange to 

give it to you individually. We will also 

provide you with the service of blessing to use 

privately. 

 

PARENTS, PLEASE HELP US! 

Contact the church office at (609) 267-0740 or 

stpaulslutheran@comcast.net. 

 

Acme/ShopRite Gift Cards 
 

ShopRite and Acme gift cards 

continue to be available on the 1st 

and 3rd Saturday and Sunday of 

the month.  If you need a card 

other then those times,  you may 

call  me or the church office for 

further information.   Thank you, 

for all your support for our fundraiser for 

updating the kitchen. 

 Lois Uetz 

Order Your 

Spring Flowers for Easter 
 

It’s time to order spring flowers 

to decorate the sanctuary for 

Easter services.   You  may  choose   from 

the plants below. Cost for each plant is 

listed with the type. 
 

Deadline for ordering is March 15, 2015 

 

I wish to order: 

(Choice of Plant) (Number) 

Large Daffodil ($6) ________ 

Mini Daffodil ($6) ________ 

5-bloom Tulip ($6) ________ 

Hyacinth ($6)  ________ 

White Lillies ($8) ________ 

 Total Cost      $________ 
 

To honor: 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

In loving memory of: 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
 

 

If you wish to keep your Easter plant, it 

must be picked up by April 13th. The 

plants remaining after this date will be 

planted on the church grounds. 
 

 

My name___________________________ 

My Envelope Number Is______________ 
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2015 Annual Meeting 

             

 The Annual Meeting of 

the congregation was held on 

Sunday afternoon, February 22nd 

at 12:15 in the sanctuary. 

Quorum was 66; there were 75 

members in attendance. 

            Vice president Paul 

Welch introduced the eleven 

members of the Congregation 

Council and expressed thanks to 

them for their work on behalf of 

the congregation. Mike Munko, 

who had resigned in November 

due to a conflict with a college-level class, 

Marilyn Phifer, Linda Schwarzmann, and Erick 

Soles were thanked as their terms ended with 

today’s meeting. 

            The ministry plan for 2015 was pretty 

well spelled out in the annual report, so there 

were no questions about those plans. 

The spending plan for the year was 

moved and seconded. It is a $561,000.00 plan, 

$4,000.00 less than last year’s plan. With no 

questions or discussion, the spending plan was 

passed as presented. 

Elections were held and the following 

people were elected: 

Congregation Council, three year 

term: Jennifer Cripps, Louise Hikade, Erick 

Soles (incumbent) and Eric VanLaarhoven. 

reJOYce School Board, three year 

term: Laurie Maccri; one year term: Tim 

Bozarth, Erica Alfano (incumbent) 

Nominating Committee, one year 

term: Carl Brink, Graham Johns, Mike 

Munko, Marilyn Phifer, Linda Schwarzmann 

and Joan Thompson 

There were no questions or concerns 

about the rest of the annual report, so it was 

approved as presented (with a few grammatical 

corrections). Appreciation was expressed to 

Bev Grazioli for the outstanding leadership she 

has brought to our Sunday School ministries. 

Lisa Burke rose to speak about the up-coming 

stewardship education campaign, “Fearless 

Generosity”. Kathleen Johnson rose to 

encourage everyone (even those not in 

attendance) to “step up and give a little more” 

to support the ministries represented in the 

2015 spending plan. 

The meeting was adjourned by 12:50 

and Pastor Laura Esposito dismissed the 

gathering with a word of prayer. 

 If you have not yet had a chance to 

read the annual report, please find a copy at the 

church. The leaders of the congregation are 

asked to not rehash the events of the past, but 

help chart a course for the future. In reading 

this report, you will get a sense of what is 

important to us and what we feel will continue 

to be important as we move together into the 

future God is shaping for us. 

 

 

 
Council Gathering 

            

 The 2015 Congregation Council will 

be meeting in the Study House on Saturday 

morning, March 7 to do a “meet and 

greet” (especially for the newer members) and 

to talk about the ministry plans for the coming 

year. Election of officers and committee/team 

assignments will also be handled at this 

meeting. (Those concensus elections will be 

verified at the March 17th Council meeting.) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     2:00 PM New Mem Cls #1 
      6:00 PM Sr. Hi YG 
      7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 

2 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 11:00 AM Bethel OT Stdy (SH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (G) 
    8:30 PM NA (M) 

3  
5:55 PM T-Cubed 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:00 PM Dulcimer Society 
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

4 
9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:00 PM Lenten Lunch 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 6:30 PM Catechism (SH) 

5 6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 
7:30 PM New Mem Cls #2 

6 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

6:00 PM reJOYce Family Fun 

               Night 

7:00 PM World Day of Prayer  

               at St. Andrew’s 

7 
9:00 AM Council Retreat 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:30 PM NA (MR) 

8 
     8:00 AM Worship 
     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 

9 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 11:00 AM Bethel OT Stdy (SH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

  6:30 PM Girl Scouts (SH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (G) 
  7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

10 
5:55 PM T-Cubed 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:30 PM  Teams Night 

11 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:00 PM Lenten Lunch 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 6:30 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 
 7:30 PM New Mem Cls #3 

12 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

13 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

 

 

Chimes Articles Due 

14 
7:30 PM  Worship 

8:30 PM NA (MR) 

 

 

Rings of Freedom/ 

Rings of Responsibility 

15  8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
    12:05 PM Social Min Lunch 
     2:00 PM New Mem Cls #4 
      6:00 PM Sr. Hi YG 
      7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 

Rings of Freedom/ 

Rings of Responsibility 

16 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 11:00 AM Bethel OT Stdy (SH) 

12:00 PM Hope Circle 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (G) 
  7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

17 
5:55 PM T-Cubed 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

7:40 PM  Congregation Ccl 

18 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:00 PM Lenten Lunch 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 6:30 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

19 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

20 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

21 
9:00 AM Church Cleaning Day 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:30 PM NA (MR) 

22 
     8:00 AM Worship 
     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     4:00 PM New Mem Cls #5 

23 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 11:00 AM Bethel OT Stdy (SH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

  6:30 PM Girl Scouts (SH) 

  6:30 PM Shawl Sharers (SH) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (G) 
  7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

24 
10:00 AM EGA Board (PH) 
5:55 PM T-Cubed 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

25 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 9:00 AM Needle/Thread (Q) 
12:00 PM Lenten Lunch 
 6:00 PM Weigh In (SH) 
 6:30 PM Catechism (SH) 
 7:00 PM Cub Scouts (PH) 

26 
6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Bfst 

10:00 AM Study (SH) 
6:30 PM Ark Angels 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts (PH) 
7:30  PM AA (SH) 
7:30 PM Christus Choir (M) 

27 
8:00 AM Friday Fellowship 

 

 

 

Chimes Assembly 

28 
9:00 AM Grounds Clean Up 

7:30 PM  Worship 

8:30 PM NA (MR) 

 

 

New Members R’cd 

29  8:00 AM Worship 

     9:30 AM Worship 
    10:30 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Worship 
     7:00 PM Chorale (MR) 
Palm Sunday 
New Members R’cd 

30 9:00 AM Aerobics (PH) 

 11:00 AM Bethel OT Stdy (SH) 

  6:30 PM Praise Band (S) 

  7:00 PM AA (PH) 
  7:00 PM Bible Study (G) 
  7:30 PM Handbells (S) 
  8:30 PM NA (M) 

31 
10:00 AM EGA (PH) 
5:55 PM T-Cubed 
6:30 PM Children’s Choirs 
6:30 PM Study—SH 
7:00 PM AA (C)  
7:30 PM Same Spirit/Capstone 

  
Church Bldg 

H - Hearth Room 

M - Music Room 

N - Narthex 

O - Church Office 

PH - Parish Hall 

Ed - Education 

Wing 

S - Sanctuary 

Study House (SH) 

C - Conference 

Room 

G - Great Room 

L - Library 

Q - Quilt Room 

B - Basement 
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Calling all New Drivers or 
About-to-Be New Drivers! 
Rings of Freedom, 
Rings of Responsibilities 

 

March 14/15—ALL 

SERVICES. You are invited to 

participate in this special St. 

Paul’s Milestone if you are a high school 

student who has received your driver’s license 

after March 1, 2014 or before September 1, 

2015 and have not already received your key 

ring recognizing your achievement. Key rings 

will be given out during worship to all 

participants to use or to keep in a place to 

remind them of the Christian emphasis of this 

milestone in their faith life. Preparations are 

under way so please inform us if you are 

eligible and would like to participate in this 

special event or cannot be present but would 

like to receive a key ring and we can arrange to 

give it to you individually. We will also 

provide you with the service of blessing to use 

privately. 

 

PARENTS, PLEASE HELP US! 

Contact the church office at (609) 267-0740 or 

stpaulslutheran@comcast.net. 

 

Acme/ShopRite Gift Cards 
 

ShopRite and Acme gift cards 

continue to be available on the 1st 

and 3rd Saturday and Sunday of 

the month.  If you need a card 

other then those times,  you may 

call  me or the church office for 

further information.   Thank you, 

for all your support for our fundraiser for 

updating the kitchen. 

 Lois Uetz 

Order Your 

Spring Flowers for Easter 
 

It’s time to order spring flowers 

to decorate the sanctuary for 

Easter services.   You  may  choose   from 

the plants below. Cost for each plant is 

listed with the type. 
 

Deadline for ordering is March 15, 2015 

 

I wish to order: 

(Choice of Plant) (Number) 

Large Daffodil ($6) ________ 

Mini Daffodil ($6) ________ 

5-bloom Tulip ($6) ________ 

Hyacinth ($6)  ________ 

White Lillies ($8) ________ 

 Total Cost      $________ 
 

To honor: 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

In loving memory of: 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
 

 

If you wish to keep your Easter plant, it 

must be picked up by April 13th. The 

plants remaining after this date will be 

planted on the church grounds. 
 

 

My name___________________________ 

My Envelope Number Is______________ 
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2015 Annual Meeting 

             

 The Annual Meeting of 

the congregation was held on 

Sunday afternoon, February 22nd 

at 12:15 in the sanctuary. 

Quorum was 66; there were 75 

members in attendance. 

            Vice president Paul 

Welch introduced the eleven 

members of the Congregation 

Council and expressed thanks to 

them for their work on behalf of 

the congregation. Mike Munko, 

who had resigned in November 

due to a conflict with a college-level class, 

Marilyn Phifer, Linda Schwarzmann, and Erick 

Soles were thanked as their terms ended with 

today’s meeting. 

            The ministry plan for 2015 was pretty 

well spelled out in the annual report, so there 

were no questions about those plans. 

The spending plan for the year was 

moved and seconded. It is a $561,000.00 plan, 

$4,000.00 less than last year’s plan. With no 

questions or discussion, the spending plan was 

passed as presented. 

Elections were held and the following 

people were elected: 

Congregation Council, three year 

term: Jennifer Cripps, Louise Hikade, Erick 

Soles (incumbent) and Eric VanLaarhoven. 

reJOYce School Board, three year 

term: Laurie Maccri; one year term: Tim 

Bozarth, Erica Alfano (incumbent) 

Nominating Committee, one year 

term: Carl Brink, Graham Johns, Mike 

Munko, Marilyn Phifer, Linda Schwarzmann 

and Joan Thompson 

There were no questions or concerns 

about the rest of the annual report, so it was 

approved as presented (with a few grammatical 

corrections). Appreciation was expressed to 

Bev Grazioli for the outstanding leadership she 

has brought to our Sunday School ministries. 

Lisa Burke rose to speak about the up-coming 

stewardship education campaign, “Fearless 

Generosity”. Kathleen Johnson rose to 

encourage everyone (even those not in 

attendance) to “step up and give a little more” 

to support the ministries represented in the 

2015 spending plan. 

The meeting was adjourned by 12:50 

and Pastor Laura Esposito dismissed the 

gathering with a word of prayer. 

 If you have not yet had a chance to 

read the annual report, please find a copy at the 

church. The leaders of the congregation are 

asked to not rehash the events of the past, but 

help chart a course for the future. In reading 

this report, you will get a sense of what is 

important to us and what we feel will continue 

to be important as we move together into the 

future God is shaping for us. 

 

 

 
Council Gathering 

            

 The 2015 Congregation Council will 

be meeting in the Study House on Saturday 

morning, March 7 to do a “meet and 

greet” (especially for the newer members) and 

to talk about the ministry plans for the coming 

year. Election of officers and committee/team 

assignments will also be handled at this 

meeting. (Those concensus elections will be 

verified at the March 17th Council meeting.) 
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SPRING GROUNDS CLEANUP 

 
Saturday, March 28

th
  

9:00 am - Noon 
 

Come on out for an hour or two and help us spruce up the 
church grounds for spring. 

 
We will be cleaning out flower beds, picking up debris and litter 

and sweeping the walks and drives and cutting some trees. 
 

Please bring gloves, a rake, power blower, broom, chain saw, wheelbarrow, etc. 
 

 Coffee, juice and donuts provided. 
Rain date: Saturday, April 4th  

Create in me a clean heart, O God.  

 Psalm 51:10 

 

CLEAN HEART SATURDAY 
March 21 

9:00 — 12:00 PM 
 

We are cleaning the church 
in preparation for Easter 

                                              and the Faith-FULL Stewards Event! 
 

Due to the nature of the work, 
children under age 12 should not attend. 

 
Please sign up to join us for this cleanup day. 

Lunch will be provided. 
Contact Lisa Burke with questions 

LNORTS@verizon.net or  609-261-5952 

Clean Heart 
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Pastoral Acts for January 
 

Baptisms: Hannah Lily MacGregor, 

Madelyn Rose Palma, Bella Judi Arey. 

 

Funerals: Helen Adams. 

 

Weddings: None. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Lunches 
 

            Our Wednesdays together continue 

through all the Wednesdays in March. 

 

            On March 4, we have invited Pastor 

Marie Walker from Mt. Moriah AME Church 

on Washington Street in Mount Holly to join 

us to talk with us about African American 

traditions in the Lenten season. 

             

 On March 11, our good friends Father 

Joe Noche and Deacon Leo Zito will probably 

walk here from Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Roman Catholic Church in Hainesport! The 

love and support between our two 

congregations will be evident in their 

presentation. 

             

 On March 18, Rabbi Richard Simon 

will be with us to remind us of our Jewish roots 

as he teaches us about the traditions and 

observance of Passover. 

             

 On March 25, Pastor Marisela 

Freiberg, our Synod’s Director for Evangelical 

Mission (ELCA) will join us to teach us about 

Portuguese observances in the Lenten season. 

             

Sign up in the narthex to provide soup or bead 

for one of the weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 

March 8th! 

The next meeting 

of the 

Shawl Sharers is 

 

Monday, March 

23rd at 6:30 PM 

 

Questions? Contact Midy Mangiante 
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reJOYce School 

news for March 
  

It’s time to celebrate!  

Lutheran Schools Week is 

March 1st – 8th.  

 

We’ll kick off the week 

with Pajama Day in our classrooms!  On 

Friday, March 6th, magician Gary Saunders will 

visit our Family Fun Night to entertain us.  

Family Fun Night begins with a finger-food 

dinner at 6PM.  All are welcome – school 

families, church families, and reJOYce 

alumnae!  To close out the week, reJOYce 

students are invited to the 9:30 Service on 

March 8th to sing with the Cherub Choir. 

 

In preparation for Easter, at Chapel time we’ll 

listen to Bible stories about how Jesus helped 

others and calls us to be helpers, too.  We’ll 

follow up in our classrooms with lessons about 

community helpers in our towns such as 

doctors, police officers, librarians, etc.  We’ll 

also be learning about how the earth changes 

from winter to spring.   

 

Enrollment for Fall 2015 is underway – and 

WORD OF MOUTH is our best source of 

advertising.  Help us spread the word!   

 

Brochures are ready and available in the 

Narthex.  If you have a friend or neighbor with 

a preschool-aged child, please feel free to take 

a copy to share.  reJOYce offers both 

traditional part-time preschool classes for ages 

2-1/2 though 5 AND full-day programs for ages 

3-5.  Flexible schedules are also available. 

 

JOYfull House offers before and after-school 

options for local families with transportation 

provided to and from Hainesport School.  We 

also provide a full-day option for Hainesport 

Kindergarten students.  Check us out!  More 

information is available on-line at 

www.rejoyceschool.org.   

 

But wait – there’s more!  Our “Summer Camp” 

for children ages 3-6 will be back in July & 

August again this year.  Six weeks of fun in the 

sun, beginning with VBS week!  More 

information will be available on our website in 

April.  Children do not have to be enrolled 

during the school-year to attend our summer 

program.  For more information, please call the 

reJOYce office at 609 267-1443. 

 

 
Vacation Bible School News 

 
 
 
 

Who's ready for summer? Save the dates for St. 

Paul's Vacation Bible School 2015: July 6 

through July 10. Watch for registration and 

volunteer forms coming in March! Your kids 

won't want to miss exploring God's love with 

this year's theme Bible Blast to the Past! 

July 6—10, 2015 
Mark Your Calendar! 

March Card Shower to: 

Fran Craig 

Masonic Home S128 

902 Jacksonville Rd 

Burlington, NJ 08016 

http://www.rejoyceschool.org/
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Easter Baskets for the Children 
at Bridge of Peace 

 
The collection of items 

needed to fill Easter Basket 

bags is underway.  

Especially needed are 

healthy snacks in individual 

size wrapping.  Suggestions 

are juice drinks, fruit cups, 

pudding cups, raisins, 

cheese or peanut butter crackers, pretzels, 

granola bars, etc.  About 50 children will be 

served and we like to fill their bags with lots of 

these much needed food items.   If you would 

like to donate any other items, these are listed 

on the Easter bunny board with the display in 

the narthex.   Please place your donations in the 

boxes located there.  St. Paul’s Tuesday night  

T-cubed children will assemble the basket bags 

on March 17th .  Thank you so much for your 

donations towards this servant project!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new St. Paul’s website is up and 

running! You can find the current 

newsletter online, current FYI, find the 

latest Worship Assistant chart, donate to St. 

Paul’s online, sign up for the electronic 

weekly newsletter, see what’s happening! 

Visit www.stpaulsh.org! 

Dates of New Member Classes 
Announced 
 

 Sunday, March 1st from 2:00—4:00 PM 

 Thursday, March 5th from 7:30—9:00 PM 

 Wednesday, March 11th from 7:30—9:00  

PM 

 Sunday, March 15th from 2:00—4:00 PM 

 Sunday, March 22nd from 4:00—6:00 PM 

(Dinner) 

 New members will be received the 

weekend of March 28/29 

 

If you are unable to attend all of the classes, 

you may still be received into membership. Just 

speak with Pastor Jost or Pastor Esposito. If 

you would like to participate in this class, 

please contact the church office at (609) 267-

0740 or stpaulslutheran@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

Cemetery Notice 
 

Please remove seasonal 

decorations 

by March 22nd 

Thank you! 
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HUGS 
 

      I love them – 

especially when they 

come with a smile. 

      Is there 

anything more 

uplifting than a good 

squeeze and a pat on 

the back? Not that I’m 

aware of. Oh!  And 

while you’re at it, a 

tender “I love you” 

wouldn’t hurt either. 

Sometimes, a handshake just isn’t enough. 

      It’s taken me a lifetime to appreciate 

how special a hug can be. I can remember 

when, as a young man arriving home from 

college or on leave from military service, 

greeting my dad with a firm handshake and a 

“how have you been?”- And upon seeing my 

mom, I remember giving her an affectionate 

kiss on the cheek and telling her how much 

I’ve missed her. But seldom, if ever, did I give 

a thought to how much they may have missed 

me, prayed for me, or loved me. Such thoughts 

just never crossed my mind. 

      But as we grow older and more 

mature, we learn to express our love for others 

in different ways. As a husband and father, I 

have learned from every member of my family 

how heartwarming a simple hug can be. 

      And, how wonderful it is to greet 

members of our church family with smiles and 

well-wishes as we gather for worship, and as 

we pass the peace to one another during 

worship! Some have said  they consider the  

passing of the peace is one of the most 

meaningful parts of our worship service. I will 

stop short of suggesting a hug would be 

appropriate at that time. That I would leave to 

the discretion of our pastor. Indeed, it might 

justly be thought of as inappropriate, even 

awkward. 

      But let’s all of us accept a good hug as 

a most wonderful expression of love.   

      When we love, we become more 

obedient to Jesus and his Great Commandment 

to love and make disciples. In truth, we 

become more like him. 

     

 Dave Pagenkopf  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In this issue we want to offer a big THANK 

YOU to all those involved in making the night 

of the Pancake Supper and Fastnacht Follies a 

big success! 

 

Thank you to the youth and their leaders for 

coordinating and cooking a great supper and 

for their excellent service, complete with 

smiles!! 

 

Thank you to each person who had anything to 

do with the show that followed supper. Thank 

you to those who shared their talents or 

assisted those up front in any way! And a big 

thank you also to Larry Burke and John 

Schwarzmann for being emcees for  the event! 

 

If you see anyone of those mentioned, please 

give them a thank you—job well done! 

 

Volunteers do so many jobs at St. Paul’s that 

really enhance the ministry. You are very 

much appreciated 
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Youth News – March 
 

 

As many of you know, 15 of our Sr. High 

youth will be traveling to Detroit, MI for the 

ELCA National Youth Gathering this July.  

The theme this year is “Rise Up Together” 

which the youth have been gearing up to do 

through lessons provided by the ELCA.  The 

lessons this year focus on the Gospel of Mark.  

The first lesson had us asking ourselves “Who 

was Jesus?” and “What does it mean to be a 

disciple?” 

 

Check out the Youth and Family bulletin board 

in the Narthex to see the youth’s glasses 

showing what they “see” when they are 

reminded of Jesus as the one who suffered and 

died for us and what it means to truly follow 

Jesus.  We were reminded that it may not 

always be easy to follow Jesus by action but 

that we are called to do so.   

 

 

By far the largest fun-raiser for the trip is the 

annual Pancake Supper.  This year was a huge 

success!  Thank you to those who came out on 

such a cold evening to support the youth.  Your 

continued support is gratefully appreciated. 

 

Please watch the next issue of the Chimes for 

more on the youth who will be attending the 

Gathering and check the bulletin board for 

more activities they are doing to prepare for 

their experience. 

Youth & Family Ministry 
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March Food Collection 
Pasta, 

Pasta Sauce 

Tissue 

Place the items you bring 

on the hutch in the narthex. 

( All items very much appreciated!) 

 

 

THANK YOU to Peg Biringer and all the 

wonderful bakers, packers, and delivery people 

for the Valentine cookies! It was a huge 

success. 

 

We had over 14 adults 

and children for our 

packing party.  Besides 

all the tins, we 

delivered trays of 

cookies to Brightview Senior Living, Lutheran 

Crossings in Moorestown, and Samuel Miller 

Senior Housing.  There were  more cookies for 

Fellowship the weekend of the Annual 

Congregational Meeting, and  there were still 

leftovers for T-Cubed.  So we had an avalanche 

of delicious cookies.  So a HUGE thank you. 

 

 

Want to know more about 
Social Ministry? 
 

Come to our  2nd annual meeting  for anyone 

interested in joining Social Ministry or who 

have ideas of what we as a church would like 

us to be involved in. 

 

When?  

 March 15th at 12:05 after the 11 

o'clock service. 

 

What to Bring? 

 Bring a sandwich! 

 **Soup, beverage, 

 and desert will be 

 provided.  

 

Besides information and new 

ideas, we will discuss the 

next Senior Luncheon and 

     World Hunger Breakfast 

  

RSVP to Pat Headrick 609-234-7851. 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 
Senior Luncheon 

May 3rd 
Kentucky Derby 

Theme 
                             

World Hunger 
Breakfast 

June 21st - Fathers 
Day 

Take Dad out to 
Breakfast!!! 
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MUSIC MATTERS 
by Denisemarie 

Ramos 

March 2015 

“Marching to a Different Beat” 

 As I was leaving the Ash Wednesday 

twelve o’clock service a congregant mentioned 

that the music played during the service blessed 

her and really helped her feel the experience 

that the words of the service were trying to 

convey. I told her that I couldn’t take much 

credit because I simply played songs out of the 

“Lent” part of our hymnal.  

 This got me to thinking about how 

thankful I am that the hymnal is laid out the way 

it is, and more than that, the book we use called 

“Sundays and Seasons” exists and helps us put 

together the words and music for all the worship 

services. 

 The only time it doesn’t quite work as 

easily is when choosing music for the 9:30 

service. Because most of the songs from that 

service are not in the hymnal, I can’t lean on 

that book for suggestions. Still, the themes and 

songs listed help; and therefore, the songs of the 

9:30 service are chosen specifically to support 

the readings and themes of the service. So that 

whether you go to 730, 8:00, 930 or 11:00, the 

music and words work together in a unifying 

way so that we experience the gospel as one 

church. 

 Because the 9:30 service consists only 

of the Gospel reading, the songs serve two 

functions. While at the other services you may 

hear part of Psalm 50 during pastoral care and 

comfort, for example: “The Mighty One, God, 

the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from 

the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.” 

At 9:30 you sing these words in the song Praise 

Adonai: “Praise Adonai, from the rising of the 

sun to the end of everyday!” Or when you hear 

the Old Testament reading and the other 

services from Isaiah 40: “but those who hope in 

the Lord will renew their strength. They will 

soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not 

grow weary, and they will walk and not be 

faint.” You will sing these words at the 9:30 in 

the song Everlasting God: “You are the 

Everlasting God, the defender of the weak, you 

comfort those in need, you lift us up on wings 

like eagles.” 

 Other songs like Here I am Lord, Give 

me Jesus or Gather us in are used for worship at 

all services. When 8:00 and 11:00 sing Lift 

High the Cross, 9:30 might do Lord I Lift your 

Name on High, which is also a song about the 

cross. When the traditional services sing Christ 

be our Light, 9:30 sings Light of the World.   

You may sing Great is Thy Faithfulness if you 

come to 8am, but if you stay for 9:30 you will 

sing Great is Your Faithfulness.  You get the 

idea. 

 So, inspired by the Gospel and other 

readings, we choose songs that support the 

theme of each Sunday and experience them as a 

whole church, no matter what service we attend. 

In my experience it is our individual selves and 

the journey we are each on that lends itself to 

the spirit and how the spirit touches our hearts 

and minds using this music— no matter what 

beat we are marching to. 

 

                   
                   March 19th 

7:00 PM 
at Cathy Geysen’s 

 

Book: 
The Light Between 

Oceans 
                      by M. L. Stedman 

For directions to Cathy’s or to have any 

questions answered, contact Peg Biringer at  

(609) 894-8089. 
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Sunday School —Lucky for Sunday School! 

 

Our Sunday School friends may not know that they are lucky to be 

Children of God.  They just know they are, and in Sunday 

School we learn everyone is a Child of God because that’s the kind of God we 

have!  He takes care of everyone, even the old people… 

 

We are a child-and-Jesus-centered Sunday School!  Each week, the children 

learn about God’s grace through song, stories, and activities with a focus on 

what it means to be a Child of God. 

 

In the month of February, we learned about Simeon and Anna, Noah, and the 

Transfiguration.  For those of you lucky enough to be in worship, you did, too!  

The kids that come to Sunday School are coming more consistently, and we are 

blessed for their laughter, participation, and their yearning to keep learning 

what it means to be children of God. 

 

EVENT ALERT AND SCHEDULE CHANGES:  Sunday School will NOT be held 

on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  On Good Friday, all children are 

invited to an Easter Egg Hunt at St. Paul’s.  Look for details in the Chimes, 

FYI, and on-line. 

 

I am grateful to the fabulous Sunday School Team who works with our 

children each week!   They are truly special people and without them, Sunday 

School would not be the special place that it is.  They embrace God’s grace and 

live it!  They accept kids with all their moods, anxieties, personalities, and their 

fun-loving ways.  They work realllllllllly hard to make Sunday School 

interesting and rewarding!   

 

Legend would have us believe that there is a pot of Gold at the end of the 

Rainbow.  Saint Paul’s kids believe that there is a cross at their fingertips!  

Bring your child to Sunday School to learn why we are lucky to be Children 

of God! 
 

Bev Grazioli 

beverly.j@outlook.com 
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 The Social Ministry 

committee would sincerely 

like to thank all the cookie 

bakers and packers who 

helped make this year's 

Valentine Cookie project 

such a success.  The response was 

overwhelming.  In addition to our usual 

recipients, we were even able to deliver a few 

extra trays to some of the nursing facilities in 

the area. All in all the project was a huge 

success. 

 Sincerely,  

 Peg Biringer 

 

Thank you, Social Ministry, for the delicious 

Valentine cookies. You have a wonderful 

ministry that is very much appreciated by the 

“goodie recipients”. 

 Gratefully, 

 Joan Thompson 

 

Thank you for your many prayers and cards 

after the recent death of my father, Ray 

Murphy. Your kindness during this difficult 

time was so comforting. 

 Darlene Workman & Family. 

 

Our Dear Friends, 

 Many thanks for the sweet treats of 

cookies. 

 We are going through some very trying 

days! We truly need all your prayers. 

 Our thanks again. 

 Walt & Betty Cliver 

 

Dear Pastor Jost, 

 God’s great love and peace by upon 

you and your congregation. On behalf of the 

Christian Caring Center and in fact the entire 

Pemberton/Browns Mills community I say 

thank you and God bless you. 

 The coats, hats, scarves, and gloves, 

which your church collected during its Martin 

Luther King Coat Drive, proved invaluable. 

The timing of their arrival could not have been 

more miraculous. We just want you to know 

how much we love and appreciate you for your 

stewardship and faithfulness to the people of 

God in this area of the vineyard. 

 Again, Pastor Jost, thank you and God 

bless. 

 Abiding in Him, 

 Randy Holston 

 Manager 

 Village Thrift Shop (A Division of the 

 Christian Caring Center) 

 

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, 

 Thank you for your generous package 

of Valentine cookies. I shared them with my 

husband, John. Our children called him the 

“cookie monster”. 

 Know that God blesses your work. 

 Love, 

 Rina Johnson 

 

What a pleasant surprise to be included in St. 

Paul’s Valentine cookies. They were delicious 

and we enjoyed each one. We also appreciated 

our visit from Pastor Mangiante and Midy on 

such an icy day. St. Paul’s is true to the song 

“Blessed to Be a Blessing”. The prayers and 

cards I have received over the last months have 

been wonderful. Most of all I believe the 

prayers are what helped us get through the 

bumpy road we all travel at some time in our 

lives. God bless each and every member of St. 

Paul’s. 

 Fondly, 

 Suzanne and Ed Rife 
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From  

Pastor Esposito, 

Associate Pastor 

 At our annual meeting a question was 

raised about my report for the Children’s 

Ministry Team.  I mentioned that age 0 - 19 

make up our largest demographic in the 

congregation.  Once a year we break the 

congregation down into age groupings. Here is 

the data as of February of last year: 

 We have 268 people under the age of 

20 and 139 under the age of 10.  From age 21 

and above we have 578.  31.68% of our 

congregation is under the age of 20.  In 

comparison, in the 31-40 category we have 58 

people. The only categories with fewer people 

than this grouping are ages 81-90 with 57 

people and the over 90 category with 6 people.   

 What a blessing it is to have so many 

young people in our congregation!!  Many 

congregations do not have many youth or 

children at all and miss out on all the great 

things our young people have to offer, from 

artistic and musical talents, to new ways of 

thinking about things, to lots of questions, to 

enthusiasm and energy and a great big love for 

Jesus.  A few of these young persons spent time 

outside shoveling the snow and ice away so 

that all those coming to church and to the 

annual meeting would be able to get in and out 

of the building safely.  Another helped install 

new ceiling tiles.  Some help in the nursery, act 

in skits and plays during worship, others run 

the computer and slides for worship, some 

serve as ushers, acolytes, sing in choirs, play 

instruments in worship, help set up and cleanup 

for T-Cubed, participate in the giving tree, 

collect items for our brothers and sisters at 

Bridge of Peace, help sort and put 

Thanksgiving baskets together, help with the 

Malaria campaign, serve at the senior 

luncheons, and I could go on and on and on.  

These are just a few of the ways our young 

folks enrich lives and the faith community.    

 

 We are blessed to have folks who 

recognize all our young people have to offer 

and help with youth groups, choirs, Sunday 

School, T-Cubed, and Vacation Bible School.  

We can use more help with these ministries, 

you can help in planning activities, crafts, etc., 

help set-up for Sunday School, serve as an 

assistant in a classroom, chaperone, coordinate 

snacks, cook a meal, prep crafts, etc. You are 

blessed with opportunities to pass on the faith 

for generations, to be transformed by 

witnessing the Holy Spirit at work in the lives 

of others, and experience an awesome love for 

Jesus.   

Age Range Number in Range 

<1 4 

1-10 135 

11-20 129 

21-30 105 

31-40 58 

41-50 120 

51-60 101 

61-70 65 

71-80 66 

81-90 57 

>90 6 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 What does it mean to 

be “fearless”? Is it boldly going 

where no one has gone before? Is it 

stepping into unchartered territory, confident that 

you will be safe? Is it the American poet Robert 

Frost looking at two roads that diverged in a yellow 

wood, and he took the one less traveled on? 

 As a person of faith, what does it mean to 

be “fearless”? Is it offering a prayer of thanks for 

the food you are about to eat in a restaurant? Is it 

going to a worship service when others are going to 

do something “fun”? Is it placing all of your trust in 

God, no matter what the 

circumstances? 

 Several months ago, 

your Stewardship Education 

Team was trying to figure out 

what to do for a stewardship 

campaign in 2015.  We came 

across a program called 

“Fearless Generosity”. The name 

caught our attention. So many 

times, we have heard NJ Synod Stewardship 

specialist Pastor Scott Schantzenbach talk about 

what happens when fear overcomes faith. We 

thought that the concept of being fearless when 

talking about and living stewardship would be an 

interesting approach to the ministry. 

 In the movies, fearlessness used to be 

depicted by swashbuckling heroes and sword-

wielding pirates. Today, movie heroes are those who 

stand up to unjust authority and those who speak up 

for the rights of others. That’s what “Fearless 

Generosity” is about. We know that God has blessed 

us in many ways, with many resources. It is said that 

for those of us who live in America and own a home 

and a car – we are wealthier than 90% of the world’s 

population. In fact, “If you have any money saved, a 

hobby that requires some equipment or supplies, a 

variety of clothes in your closet, two cars (in any 

condition), and live in your own home, you are in 

the top 5% of the world’s wealthy.” (Randy Alcorn, 

Money, Possessions and Eternity) 

 Your Stewardship Education Team is not 

advocating rampant socialism – we’ve all seen how 

well that worked in Russia. But we are here to 

remind you that God asks us to be generous with the 

resources we have. Many of you do this already – 

you donate food for the local pantries, you donate 

mittens and gloves in the winter, you give an 

abundance of your time to make sure that our 

ministries are carried out, you pray for others every 

chance you get. There are times when you have sat 

down to write an offering check and you have 

probably asked yourself “Can I afford to do this?”  

You begin to think about the ministries that will be 

done with your offering, and you answer yourself – 

“How can I afford NOT to do this?” 

 From March 1 through March 22, we will 

hear the voices of people we 

know, people from our own 

congregation.  In the past, we 

have done this with video 

presentations, but this spring, 

we will do it live. Over four 

weeks, at sixteen different 

services, you will hear sixteen 

different people from St. Paul’s 

talk about “Fearless Living”, 

“Fearless Service”, “Fearless Sowing” and “Fearless 

Giving”. We are hoping that their stories will 

become your stories. We are hoping that their tales 

of walking boldly in faith will encourage you to do 

the same. 

 On Palm Sunday weekend, we will 

distribute Commitment Cards and the Team is 

looking for as many of those cards to be returned as 

possible. If you write on the card “Here is how I 

want to increase my giving”, that would be 

wonderful. If you write on the card “I will remain at 

the same level of giving as last year”, that is a valid 

response as well. If you write on the card “I can give 

time as well as money”, we will try to find an area 

in which you can serve. The Stewardship Education 

Team will tally the cards after each service and 

report back to you before the service ends how 

many cards have been returned. 

 Please keep our congregation in your 

prayers as we embark on a new round of teaching 

good and faithful stewardship. 

     

 In Christ,  

 Pastor David Jost 
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Dear Friends, 

 Greetings from the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. Winter 

is upon us here in Mt. Airy, but we are hardly 

preparing to hibernate. We just celebrated the 

inauguration of our new President, Dr. David 

Lose. We are confident his leadership will 

serve us well as we look forward to another 

150 years of shaping people for public ministry 

in the church. He is now in the midst of 

attending many listening groups to hear what 

our supporters’ ideas, hopes, and dreams are 

for LTSP. Please feel free to contact us with 

your thoughts as well…. 

 Now that we have turned the page to 

2015, the hard work will truly begin…. 

 Finally, my most important reason for 

writing is to thank you. Your recent gift to 

LTSP [$285.17] makes all these things 

possible. Your prayers and financial support 

are what keep us going. For that we are so 

thankful… 

 Sincerely, 

 Mr. Thomas Henderson 

 Philanthropic Advisot 

 LTSP  

 

 

A thank you for a gift of $96.00: 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 As you embark on a new year, I pray 

that God continues to bless you and guide you, 

and that you see his hand in all that you do. 

 Whether you feed the hungry, shelter 

the homeless, deliver clean water to thirsty 

communities, support orphaned or abandoned 

children, or help in some other bighearted way, 

I thank you, and I praise God for you. 

 I pray that you know how much your 

generosity makes a difference, and that your 

days are filled with God’s great peace. These 

are my prayers for you. 

 Thank you for allowing Him to work 

through you to bless the desperately poor. May 

God bless you and your family, and may you 

find 2015 to be full of joy and peace. 

 A servant of the poor, 

 Robin G. Mahfood 

 Food for the Poor, Inc. 

 

 

This gift was from the men’s prayer breakfast. 

Dear St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

 Thank you for your recent gift of 

$244.00 to Ebola Outbreak Response. Gifts 

like yours make it possible for our church to 

continue its effective and efficient response to 

disasters. 

 Your support helps families and 

communities get back on their feet again after 

they have been harmed. Your gifts also provide 

resources for preparedness and risk reduction 

programs. 

 To neighbors who can feel alone and in 

despair, your gift brings immediate help and 

hope for the future. We will partner for as long 

as it takes to rebuild, reclaim, and recover. 

 As Lutheran Disaster Response, we 

support and pray for the well-being of people 

all over the world who are  recovering from a 

disaster, and for our partners and volunteers 

who assist them in their journey to renewal. 

Thank you for providing help, hope and 

healing. 

 In Christ’s service, 

 Daniel Rift 

 Director, ELCA 

 World Hunger and 

 Disaster Appeal 

 ELCA 
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Dear Root Beer Lovers (I call you that because 

you are such good Stewarts…oh wait, the 

words is stewards), 

 So, people have stopped me on the 

street to ask “Dr. Cantrell, why does the 

congregation at St. Paul’s Lutheran do their 

stewardship education campaign in the spring? 

Most normal congregations do theirs in the 

fall.” My first response to them is “Normal? 

Why would St. Paul’s do anything normal? 

Isn’t that the congregation with the pastor who 

dressed like a chicken and kissed a pig (not on 

the same day, of course)? 

Isn’t that the congregation 

that offers Sunday School on 

Sunday as well as Tuesday? 

Isn’t that the congregation 

that isn’t satisfied with one 

choir, so they have five choirs and five worship 

bands?” That’s my first response. 

 My second response is that the 

“normal” fall campaigns are a hold-over from 

when many churches were in rural areas and 

we were a much more agrarian society than we 

are today. Farmers had to wait until the fall 

harvest to see what kind of a year they had had, 

and then they could make a pledge to the 

ministry of their congregation. Now, I don’t 

know about you, but the only farmer I have 

seen recently is the bald-headed guy on TV 

selling insurance: “We are Farmer’s, bum de 

bum bum bum, bum bum.” America moves to a 

different pace nowadays. 

 April 15th is the day that federal and 

State taxes are due, so during February and 

March, people are gathering the information to 

fill out those tax forms.  The people are getting 

a good idea of what they earned in the previous 

year. By late March or early April, most people 

have a clear picture of their financial status. 

With that clear picture in mind, people are in a  

 

much better informed position to make a 

commitment to their level of giving in support 

of the ministries of the congregation. So, the 

campaign has been moved to the spring to take 

advantage of the increased intelligence among 

the members of the congregation. 

 Now, here is where the Stewardship 

Team has confused some people. In January, 

February and March, people continue to give at 

the level of the previous year. In April, they 

make a commitment to a new level of giving. 

But the computer program takes that new 

commitment and spreads it out over 

the twelve months of the current year. 

By December 31st, it looks like a giver 

has not met their pledge. There are two 

ways to fix this. One, take a large 

hammer to the computer in the 

business manager’s office. For obvious reasons, 

I do not recommend this. Two, figure out the 

difference between your 2014 commitment and 

your 2015 commitment and make up that 

difference throughout the remaining nine 

months. Or three, just ignore the “deficit” 

reported on your year-end financial statement, 

because you know that what you have given is 

consistent with what you have pledged to give. 

 Remember – whatever you contribute 

to the ministry of St. Paul’s will help your 

congregation carry out the ministries approved 

by all of you at your Annual Meeting. Your 

gifts, your faithfulness, your fearless generosity 

will keep the doors open, the lights on and the 

ministries going for years to come!  On behalf 

of the rest of the church, we all appreciate your 

support! 

     

 Your faithful correspondent, 

 Dr. Alphonse Cantrell 
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Stepping out…. 



THE   CHIMES  
   

 
SAINT PAUL’S EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
910 Marne Highway 

 Hainesport, NJ  08036-2666 

       Office Phone No.:     609.267.0740 
                              Fax:     609.267.3798 

E-Mail: stpaulslutheran@comcast.net 
Website: stpaulsh.org 

 

The Reverend Dr. David B. Jost 
Senior Pastor  

The Reverend Laura Esposito 
Associate Pastor  

 
 

Denisemarie Ramos, Director of Music 
 

reJOYce Christian School 
For children 2 1/2 years—Kindergarten  

 

JOYfull House  
Extended Care Program For children ages 3—13 

 

609.267.1443 
Karen Boettge, Director 

 

Sunday School Director: Beverly Grazioli, 
beverly.j@comcast.net 
 

 All Congregation Council meetings are 
open to YOU. Congregational Council 
Minutes are available after each month’s 
meeting.  You can find copies of the minutes 
on the table in the narthex.  Please feel free 
to take a copy and become better informed.  
Copies of the Church Constitution are also 
available in the office. 

 

ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 Rooted in God’s unconditional love,  
the congregation of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

commits mind, body, spirit and treasure 
to make all people disciples of Christ, to share God’s abundance and  

to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed. 

   CHIMES articles are due on the 2nd Friday of each month, or as announced.   
  Please leave articles in the church secretary’s mailbox, 

e-mail them to stpaulslutheran@comcast.net or bring them to the church office 
between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  
MEMBERS 

 
St. Paul’s Church Staff 

Senior Pastor     The Reverend Dr. David B. Jost  
Associate Pastor    The Reverend Laura Esposito 
Sexton  Dennis Mroczkowski 
Business Manager      Karen McMahon  
Church Secretary  Corrine L. Mattson        
       
 
 

Our Music Ministers 
Director of Music  Denisemarie Ramos 
 Ark Angels Band 
 Capstone Band 
 Same Spirit Band 
 The Christus Choir 
 Praise Band 
Cherub Choir Director            Karen Boettge 
Chapel Choir Directors Jackie Smith   
Chi Rho Choir Director               Sandra Jost 
Handbell Director Jackie Smith 
Chorale Director Pastor David Jost    
 
 

reJOYce Christian School 
Director  Karen Boettge  
JOYfull House Supervisor/Head Teacher        Carin Sutton                                     
Teachers Sherri Di Paola 

Kelly Hanson 
  Casey Fox 
                                                                       Elaine Jardine 
                                                                    Renee Ranfone                                     
Teachers’ Aides                                      Christopher Evans  

Julie Pratt   
                                                       Kathleen Stoltzfus                                                                           

 
 
   
  

  

 

Worship Services: 

 

Saturday, 7:30 PM 

   
Sunday, 8:00 AM 

 

Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Sunday, 11:00 AM 

 

Sunday School, 10:30 AM 
  

 

    
 

 

 

Staff E-mail Addresses: 
 

Pastor Jost:  drdavidjost@comcast.net 
Laura Esposito  laura.esposito@comcast.net 
Denisemarie Ramos:  navigator268@yahoo.com 

Karen Boettge:  rejoyceschool@comcast.net 
Corrine Mattson:  stpaulslutheran@comcast.net 
Karen McMahon:   stpaulsfinance@comcast.net 
 

Pastor David Jost                           
Pastor Laura Esposito 
                   

Vice President 
    Paul Welch                          
 

Treasurer 
    Frank Johnson                         
 

Congregation Secretary 
   Sasha Makuka                               
 

Recording Secretary 
    
 

Fellowship Team 

    Ann Lopez 
 

Property Committee 
    Rob Dolge                                 
 

Discipleship Team 
      Erick Soles 
      Donna DeCillis 
 

Finance Team 

     Bill Lynch            
 

Stewardship Education Team 
 

Social Ministry Committee                             
 

Mutual Ministry Team 
   Paul Welch, ex officio 
 

Worship Team  
 

reJOYce School Board 
     Bill Lynch    
 

Youth, Adult & Family Ministries 
    Sasha Makuka  
    Karen Platt  
    Nicholas Roth   
 

Newly Elected: 
  Jennifer Cripps 
  Louise Hikade 
  Erick Van Laarhoven  
       

609.265.1059 
609.828.2213 
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856.234.0781 
 
 

609.723.3126 
 
 

 
 
 

609.261.0445 

 
856.206.9313 

 
 

609.265.2285 
609.267.9619 

 
 

609.261.1389 

 
 
 

 
 

856.296.2112 
 

 

 
609.261.1389 
 

 
609.723.3126 
609.261.4153 
609.267.7139 
 
 
609.261.1980 
609.313.8395 
609.702.1745 


